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SERMON  L. 


ON  INDUSTRY  IN  GENERAL. 


ECCLEB.  ix.  10. 

Wliatsoever  thy  Jiandjindeih  to  do,  do  It  mih  all  thy 
might. 

In  St,  PauP^  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  among  divers  excel-  gj;p»| 
lent  rules  of  life,  prescribed  by  that  great  master,  this  is       l^* 
one,  T?  tfBwS^  (Mi  oxMooi^  Be  not  sloth/iil  in  InmnesSy  or  to" 


business;  and  in  the  second  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  n."^  *"' 
among  other   principal   virtues,   or   worthy    accomplish- 
ments, for  abounding  wherein  the  Apostle  commendeth 
those  Christians,  he  ranketh  aU  diligence^  or  industry  ex  -  ^^ 
ercised  in  all  affairs  and  duties  incumbent  on  them :  this^n. 
is  that  virtue,  the  practice  whereof  in  this  moral  precept  J  ^*"*  ^*'' 
or  advice  the  royal  Preacher  doth  recommend  unto  us ;  be- 
ing  indeed  an  eminent  virtue,  of  very  general  use,  and  pow- 
erful influence  upon  the  management  of  all  our  affairs,  or 
in  the  conduct  of  our  whole  life. 

Industry,  I  say,  in  general,  touching  all  matters  incident, 
which  our  handjindeth  to  do,  that  is,  which  dispensation  of 
Providence  doth  offer,  or  which  choice  of  reason  embraceth, 
for  employing  our  active  powers  of  soul  and.body,  the  Wise 
Man  doth  recommend ;  and  to  pressing  the  observance  of 
his  advice  (waving  all  curious  remarks  either  critical  or  lo- 
gical upon  the  words)  I  shall  presently  apply  my  discourso, 
proposing  divers  considerations  apt  to  excite  us  thereto ; 
only  first,  let  me  briefly  describe  it,  for  our  better  appre- 
hension of  its  true  notion  and  nature. 

vol-  III.  a 


2  Oflndiatry  in  general 

SERM.  By  industry  we  understand  a  serious  and  steady  applies- 
^*'  tion  of  mind,  joined  with  a  vigorous  exercise  of  our  active 
faculties,  in  prosecution  of  any  reasonable,  honest,  useful 
design,  in  order  to  the  accomplishment  or  attainment  of 
some  considerable  good  ;  as  for  instance,  a  merchant  is  in* 
dustrious,  who  continueth  intent  and  acdve  in  driving  on 
his  trade  for  acquiring  wealth ;  a  soldier  is  industrious,  who 
is  watchful  for  occasion,  and  earnest  in  action  toward  ob^ 
taining  the  victory  ;  and  a  scholar  is  industrious,  who  doth 
assiduously  bend  his  mind  to  study  for  getting  knowledge. 

Industry  doth  not  connst  merely  in  action ;  for  that  is  in- 
cessant in  all  persons  %  our  mind  being  a  restless  things 
never  abiding  in  a  total  cessation  from  thought  or  from  de^ 
sign ;  being  like  a  ship  in  the  sea,  if  not  steered  to  some  good 
purpose  by  reason,  yet  tossed  by  the  waves  of  fancy,or  driven 
by  the  winds  of  temptation  somewhither.  But  the  direction 
of  our  mind  to  some  good  end,  without  roving  or  flinching, 
in  a  straight  and  steady  course,  drawing  after  it  our  active 
powers  in  execution  thereof,  doth  constitute  industry ;  the 
which  therefore  usually  is  attended  with  labour  and  pain  ; 
for  our  mind  (which  naturally  doth  affect  variety  and  liber, 
ty,  being  apt  to  loathe  familiar  objects,  and  to  be  weary  of 
any  constraint)  is  not  easily  kept  in  a  constant  attention  to 
the  same  thing;  and  tlie  spirits  employed  in  thought  are 
prone  to  flutter  and  fly  away,  so  that  it  is  hard  to  fix  them; 
and  the  corporeal  instruments  of  action  being  strained  to  a 
•high  pitch,  or  detained  in  a  tone,  will  soon  feel  a  lassitude 
somewhat  offensive  to  nature ;  whence  labour  or  pain  is  com- 
monly reckoned  an  ingredient  of  industry,  and  laborious- 
-  ness  is  a  name  signifying  it ;  upon  which  account  this  vir* 
tue,  as  involving  labour,  deserveth  a  peculiar  commenda- 
ti(m ;  it  bang  then  most  laudable  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
reason,,  when  so  doing  is  attended  with  difficulty  and  trouble. 

Such  in  general  I  conceive  to  be  the  nature  of  industry  ; 
to  the  practice  whereof  the  following  considerations  may 
induce. 

r^ffurtv  rt  {in  rvr*  irtiVi  v  •  0Mf »  Ac  C/kryt.  in  AcU  Or»  35. 
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1.  We  may  conader  that  industry  doth  befit  the  consti-  SER^f. 
tution  and  irame  of  our  nature ;  all  the  faculties  of  our  soul       ^' 
and  organs  of  our  body  being  adapted  in  a  congruity  and 
tendency  thereto :  our  hands  are  suited  for  vork,  our  feet 

fbr  travel,  our  senses  to  watch  for  occasion  of  pursuing  good 
and  eschewing  evil,  our  reason  to  plod  and  contrive  ways  of 
employing  the  other  parts  and  powers ;  all  these,  I  aay,  are 
formed  for  action ;  and  that  not  in  a  loose  and  gadding  way, 
or  in  a  slack  and  remiss  degree,  but  in  regard  to  determi- 
nate ends,  with  vigour  requisite  to  attain  them ;  and  espe* 
cially  our  appetites  do  prompt  to  industry,  as  inclining  to 
things  not  obtainable  without  it;  according  to  that  aphorism 
of  the  Wise  Man,  "B/tsf^tiku  ixvfi^d^natTwmttv — 7%^  desire  qfVrtxf,  xxL 
Ike  dothfuChUletk  him,  fw  his  hands  refuse  to  labour ;  that  **•  *^  *• 
is,  he  is  apt  to  desire  things  which  he  cannot  attain  without 
pains ;  and  not  enduring  them,  he  for  want  thereof  doth 
feel  a  deadly  smart  and  anguish  :  wherefore  in  not  being 
industrious  we  defeat  the  intent  of  our  Mak^r  ;  we  pervert 
his  work  and  gifts ;  we  forfeit  the  use  and  benefit  of  our 
faculties ;  we  are  bad  husbands  of  nature'^s  stock. 

2.  In  consequence  hereto  industry  doth  preserve  and 
perfect  our  nature,  keeping  it  in  good  tune  and  temper, 
improving  and  advancing  it  toward  its  best  state.  The  la- 
hour  of  our  mind  in  attentive  meditation  and  study  doth 
render  it  capaUe  and  patient  of  thinking  upon  any  object 
or  occasion,  doth  poKsh  and  refine  it  by  use,  doth  enlarge 
it  by  accession  of  habits,  doth  quicken  and  rbuse  our  spi- 
rits, dilating  and  fiiflVising  them  into  their  proper  channels. 
The  very  labour  of  our  body  doth  keep  the  organs  of 
action  sound  and  clean,  discussing  fogs  and  stiperfluous 
humours,  opening  passages,  distributing  nouri Ament,  ex^. 
citing  vital  heat :  barring  the  use  of  it,  no  good  constitu- 
tion of  soul  or  body  can  subsist ;  but  a  foul  rust,  a  dull 
numbness,  a  resty  listlessness,  a  heavy  unweildiness  must 
seize  on  us^ ;  our  spirits  will  be  stifled  and  choked,  our  hearts 

^  H^prm  ym^  n  «fy/«  0XA«rrii,  xaH  rii  fiiXn  ^^fmr$s  mt^^  &c.  Chryt,  in  Act, 
OraL  35. 
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SERM.  will  grow  faint  and  languid,  our  parte  ^1  flag  and  decay  ; 
^'       the  vigour  of  our  mind  and  tlie  health  of  our  body  will  he 
much  impaired. 

It  is  with  us  as  with  other  things  in  natures  which*  by 
motion  are  preserved  in  their  native  purity  and  perfection^'in 
their  sweetness,  in  their  lustre,  rest  corrupting,  debanng,  and 
defihng  them.  If  the  water  runneth,  it  holdeth  clear,  sweet, 
and  fresh  ;  but  stagnation  tumeth  it  into  a  noisome  pud- 
dle: if  the  air  be  fanned  by  winds,  it  is  pure  and  wholesome; 
but  from  being  shut  up,  it  groweth  thick  and  putrid;  if  me- 
tals be  employed,  they  abide  smooth  and  splendid,  but  lay 
them  up,  and  they  soon  contract  rust ;  if  the  earth  be  bela- 
boured with  culture  it  yieldeth  com,  but  by  lying  neglect- 
ed, it  will  be  overgrown  with  brakes  and  thistles^ ;  and  the 
better  ite  soil  is,  the  ranker  weeds  it  will  produce :  all  nature' 
is  upheld  in  its  being, order,  and  state,  by  constant  agitation; 
every  creature  is  incessantly  employed  in  action  conformable 
to  its  designed  end  and  use;  in  like  manner  the  preservation 
and  improvement  of  our  faculties  depends  on  their  constant 
exercise. 

8.  As  we  naturally  were  composed,  so  by  divine  ftp 

pointment  we  were  originally  designed  for  industry ;  God 

did  not  intend  that  man  should  live  idly,  even  in  his  best 

state,  or  should  enjoy  happiness  without  taking  pains,  but 

Gen.  ii.  15.  did  provide  work  enough  even  in  Paradise  itself;  for  the 

Lord  Gody  saith  the  text,  took  many  and  put  him  into  the 

gardeii  ofEden^  to  dress  itj  and  to  keep  it ;  so  that  had  we 

continued  happy,  we  must  have  been  ei^r  busy,  by  our 

industry  sustaining  our  life,  and  securing  our  pleasure ; 

otherwise  weeds  might  have  overgrown  Paradise,  and  that 

Pmt.  zny.  of  Solomon  might  have  been  apphcable  to  Adam  ;  /.  went  , 

^    '       by  the  field  of  the  slothful^  and  by  the  vineyard  of  the  man 

void  of  understanding ;  and  fo,  it  was  idl  grown  over  with 

iRomsy  and  netUes  had  covered  the  face  thereof. 

'  fU9H9  &C.    Chryi.  in  Act.  OraL  35. 

'  Ncglecdi  ureoda  filiz  innaseitar  agris.    Hor.  Scr,  L  3. 
Plut  ir»^)  ittuhn  »y9tynfy  p.  $•  edit.  Steplk 
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4.  By  our  tranggrcsdon  and  fall  the  necesnty  of  industry  SERM* 
(together  with  a  difficulty  of  obtaining  good,  and  avmding      ^ 
evil)  was  increased  to  us ;  being  ordained  both  as  a  just 
punishment  for  our  offences,  ami  as  an  expedient  remedy 

of  our  needs :  for  thereupon  the  ground  was  cursed  to  bring Gou^  17. 
^fifrtk  thorns  and  thistles  tons;  and  it  was  our  doom  pro- 
nounced by  God^s  own  mouth.  In  the  sweat  tf  1hyJaceGtii.vLl9. 
shaU  thou  eat  bread,  tiU  tfiou  return  unto  the  ground :  so 
chat  now  labour  is  fatally  natural  to  us ;  now  manj  as  Job  Job  t*  7. 
saith,  is  bom  to  labour^  as  the  sparks  flg  upward^  (or,  as 
the  vuUure^s  dudcens  soar  alq/iy  according  to  the  Greek  in- 
terpreterse.) 

5.  Accordingly  our  condition  and  circumstances  in  the 
world  are  80«l*dered,  as  to  require  industry ;  so  that  with- 
out it  we  cannot  support  our  life  in  any  comfort  or  conve- 
nience ;  whence  St  Paulas  charge  uppn  the  Thessialonians, 

that  if  any  one  would  not  work^  nether  should  he  eett,  is  in  8  Tbess.  iii. 
a  manner  a  general  l^w  imposed  on  mankind  by  the  exi-  ^^' 
gency  of  our  state,  according  to  that  of  Solomon  ;  The  idle  J^^'  ***" 
soul  shaU  smffer  hunger y  and.  The  sluggard^  who  wHl  not  Prov.  u.  4. 
plough  by  reason  of  the  cold,  shall  beg  in  luxroest,  and  have 
noOiifig. 

Of  all  our  many  necesdties,  none  can  be  supplied  without 
pains,  wherein  all  men  are  obliged  to  bear  a  share ;  every 
man  is  if>  work  for  bis  food,  for  bis  apparel,  for  all  his  ac- 
/commodations,  either  immedit^tely  and  directly,  or  by  com- 
mutation ai^d  equivalence ;  for  the  gentleman  himself  can- 
not (at  least  worthily  and  inculpably)  obtain  them  other- 
wise than  by  redeeming  them  from  the  ploughman  and  the 
artificer,  by  compensation  of  other  cajres  and  pains  cpi>du- 
/cible  to  public  good. 

The  wise  Poet  did  observe  wejl  when  he  said, 

— — -  Pater  ipse  ooleiidi 

Haud  facilem  esse  viam  vduit         Virgil  Gcorg.  L 

And  St;  Chrysostora  doth  propose  the  same  observation, 

«'AA.X'  Sif^^tMfi  ytnartu  niw^'  nt&^^i  ft  yv^h  u^Xk  mmrtu.  LXX.  In- 
terp.  Kow  great  travail  (as  the  Son  of  Sirach  saith)  is  created  for  every  man ; 
imrpf^exia  /aymXth  Urtra*  irtuvl  ivB-^^fy  &£.  Bcdiu.  x).  I.)  and  a  beavj  yoka 
}s  upon  Ijhe  sons  of*  Adam^  && 

Jl3 
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SERM.  that  God,  to  whet  our  mind  ^  and  keep  us  from  moping, 
^  would  not  that  we  should  easily  come  by  the  fruits  of  the 
eartli,  without  employing  much  art  and  many  pains ;  in 
order  thereto  there  must  be  skill  used  in  observing  seasons, 
and  preparing  the  ground ;  there  must  be  labour  spent  in 
manuring,  in  delving  and  ploughing,  in  sowing,  in  weed« 
ing,  in  fencing  it ;  there  must  be  pains  taken  in  reaping, 
in  gathering,  in  laying  up,  in  thrashing  and  dressing  the 
fruit  ere  we  can  enjoy  it ;  so  much  industry  b  needful  to 
get  bread  :  and  if  we  list  to  fare  more  daintily,  we  must 
either  hunt  for  it,  using  craft  and  toil  to  catcli  it  out  of 
the  woods,  the  water,  the  air ;  or  we  must  carefully  wait 
on  those  creatures,  of  which  we  would  serve  ourselves, 
feeding  tliem  that  they  may  feed  us ;  such  industry  is  re* 
quired  to  preser\'e  mankind  from  starving.  And  to  guard 
it  from  other  inconveniences,  mischiefs,  and  dangers  sur- 
rounding us,  it  is  no  less  requi^te :  for  to  shelter  us  from 
impressions  of  weather,  we  must  spin,  we  must  weave^  we 
must  build  ;  and  in  order  thereto  we  must  scrape  into  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  to  find  our. tools;  we  must  sweat  at 
'  the  anvil,  to  forge  them  for  our  use ;  we  must  frame  arms, 
to  defend  our  safety  and  our  store  from  the  assaults  of 
wild  beasts,  or  of  more  dangerous  neighbours,  wild  men. 
To  furnish  accommodations  for  our  curiosity  and  pleasure^ 
or  to  provide  for  the  convenience  atad  ornament  of  our 
life,  still  greater  measures  of  industry  are  demanded ;  to 
satisfy  those  intents,  a  thousand  contrivances  of  art,  a 
thousand  ways  of  trade  and  business  do  serve,  without 
which  they  are  not  attainable.  In  whatever  condition  any 
man  is,  in  what  state  soever  he  be  placed,  whatsoever  calU 
ing  or  way  of  life  he  doth  embrace,  some  peculiar  business 
is  thence  imposed  on  him,  which  he  cannot  with  any  ad- 
vantage  or  good  success,  with  any  grace,  with  any  com. 
fort  to  himself,  or  satisfaction  to  others,  manage  without 
competent  industry ;   nothing  will  go  on  of  itself,  widiout 

'  AiA  Tvr*  %is  iUymwr  mmrinrtf  liymrimt  i  Qtitt  &C*    Chryt,  in  AcL  Honu 
35. 

■  carif  tcuens  mortalui  oorda; 

>Iec  torpoe  gimvi  passus  sua  regna  vcieroo.     Virg,  Gcorff.-U 
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our  care  to  direct  it,  and  our  pains  to  hold  it,  and  fcMrward  SERM • 
it  in  the  right  course :  all  which  things  shew  that  divine  ^' 
wisdom  did  intend  that  we  should  live  in  the  exercise  of  in- 
dustry, or  not  well  without  it ;  having  so  manj  needs  to  be 
supplied,  so  many  desires  to  be  appeased  thereby ;  being 
exposed  to  so  many  troubles  and  difficulties,  from  which  we 
cannot  extricate  ourselves  without  it     But  farther  yet, 

6.  Let  us  consider  that  industry  hath  annexed  thereto, 
by  divine  appointment  and  promise,  the  fmrest  fruits,  and 
the  richest  rewards :  all  good  things  (being  either  such  in 
themselves,  or  made  such  by  human  esteem)  are  the  fruits 
of  industry ;  ordered  to  sprout  from  it,  under  the  protec* 
tion  and  influence  of  Gk)d''s  blessing,  which  commonly  doth 
attend  it. 

AH  good  things  indeed  are  the  gifts  of  God,  and  freely 
dispensed  by  his  hand ;  but  he  doth  not  pve  them  abso* 
lutely  without  condition,  nor  miraculously  without  con* 
currence  of  ordinary  means :  by  supporting  our  active 
powers,  and  supplying  needful  aid  to  our  endeavours ';  by  p^  xxxviL 
directing  and  upholding  us  in  the  course  of  our  action ;  ^  ^^... 

,  .  •  "L         1        1  •   1  Prov.  HI.  S. 

by  preventing  or  removing  obstacles  that  might  cross  us ;  Dii  labori- 
by  granting  that  final  success  Which  dependeth    on   Iu»^"°^ 
pleasure,  he  doth  confer  them  on  us ;  our  hand  commonly  Judg.  iri 
is  God'^s  band,'  by  which  he  worketh  good,  and  reacheth  2^^^^^^ 
out  benefits  to  us ;  governing  and  wielding  it  as  he  pleas- 2- 
eth.  i~^^^^' 

God  indeed  could  not  well  proceed  otherwise  in  dis* 
pensing  his  favours  to  us ;  not  well,  I  say ;  that  is,  not 
without  subverting  the  method  of  things  which  himself 
hath  establidied;  not  without  slighting  and  voiding  his 
own  first  bounty,  or  rendering  the  common  gifts  of  nature 
(our  reason,  our  senses,  our  active  powers)  vain  and  use- 
less ;  not  without  making  us  incapable  of  any  praise,  or 
any  reward  s,  which  suppose  works  achieved  by  our  ear- 
nest  endeavour;  not  without  depriving  us  of  that  sweetest 

t  KoM  rtfi  tfuXXit  XnftCmntt  rif  fii^^ivf  u  ri  wit  tf^XXtf  frirdjM  ri  0«tf. 
Ckfifi*  in  Ejih,  Orai.  2.    ^ 

B  4 
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SERM.  content,  which  springctli  item  enjoying  4he  frtlit  of  our  la^ 
^'       hour. 

Hence  it  is,  that  whatever  in  holy  Scripture  is  called  the 
gift  of  God,  is  otherwhiie  affirmed  to  be  the  offect  of  indus- 
try ;  it  being  the  useful  condition  upon  whi^h,  and  the  in- 
jstrument  whereby  divine  Providence  conveyeth  good  things 
to  ush :  what  God  said  to  Joshua,  doth  imply  the  general 
Joth.  L  7.  method  of  his  proceeding,  Only  be  tlum  strong  and  cou* 
rageous — that  tJtou  mayest  prosper  whiihersoever  tfwu  goesi, 

Hence  whatever  we  are  directed  to  pray  for,  we  are  also 
exhorted  to  work  for » ;  declaring  thereby,  that  we  are  se* 
rious  in  our  devotion,  and  do  not  mock  God,  asking  tJiat 
of  him,  which  we  deem  not  worth  our  pains  to  acquire. 
It  was  well  said  of  Cato  in  Sallust,^Ki^g^9i^,  agendo^  bene 
consuiendoy  prospere  omnia  cedunt :  nbi  socoriUw  te  atque 
ignavias  trcuUderiSf  nequicquam  Deos  implores ;  irati^  in-, 
Jestiqtte  sunt.  We  are  bid  to  pray  even  for  our  daily 
bread,  yet  we  may  starve  if  we  do  not  work  for  it ;  and  in 
6t  PauPs  judgment  deserve  to  do  so. 

Hence  we  are  bound  to  thank  God  for  all  those  things, 
for  the  want  of  which  we  must  thank  ourselves,  and  con- 
demn our  own  sloth. 

Hence,  althoufl^  we  should  cast  our  care  on  God,  and 
rely  on  his  providence,  being  solicitous  for  nothing  i  yet  we 
must  not  so  trust  him,  as  to  tempt  him,  by  neglecting  the 
means,  which  he  doth  offer,  of  relieving  ourselves;  to  be 
presiunptuously  slothful  being  no  less  blameable,  than  to  be 
distrustfiilly  careful. 

Hence  Ckxi  in  all  such  cases  when  we  do  need  any 
good  thing,  is  said  to  be  our  helper  and  succourer  to  the 
obtaining  it ;  which  doth  imply  that  we  must  co-operate 
with  him,  and  join  our  forces  to  those  which  he  doth  af- 

f^J^ti  «f !«-«  0UtUi^m  my^  rrnvnif  ^uXifuuf.  Chrytn  in  Jfah.  Or»  36, 

kdCf  w^i^m^n  «f  hfUM^f  hf»MS  rtpmnt*.  Chryt.  Tom,  Or.  88. 
<  AMt  Ti'w9  %fif^  c7«m  ^s  9f^f  nJiKiu     Cato  ttjntd  SoL  in  hOlp  CaiiL 
T*"  a:«%«  ••wf  »»»r«  )•;  rm9  w^w  injut^n-    Plui.  Apo^  I^c^ 
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ford ;  so  that  as  we  can  do  aodiing  without  him,  so  fae  SERM. 
will  do  nothing  without  us ;  yea,  so  that  sometimes  we  are       ^' 
said  also  to  help  God ;  Curse  ye  Merog,  curse  ye  bitierly  ju^g.  ^  23. 
the  inhabilanis  thereof,  because  ihey  came  not  to  the  help  ^^  ^1^^ 
of  the  Lordy  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mig^.  s  Cor.xiL* 
If  ever  God  doth  perfoitn  all  without  human  labour  coi^2^nm. 
spiling,  it  is  only  in  behalf  of  those  who  are  ready  to  doxiv.  11. 
their  best,  but  unable  to  do  any  thing,  being  overpowered  ]^^°^  ^^' 
by  the  insuperable  difficulty  of  things :  but  he  never  doth 
act  miracles  or  contioul  nature;   he  never  doth  stretch 
Ibrth  his  arm,  or  interpose  special  power  in  favour  of  wil. 
ful  and  affected  sluggards. 

In  fine,  it  is  very  plain  both  in  common  experience,  de- 
claring the  course  of  providence,  and  in  holy  Scripture, 
expressing  God^s  intention,  that  Almighty  God  doth  hold 
forth  all  good  things  as  the  prizes  and  recompenees  of  our 
vigilant  care,  and  painful  endeavour ;  as  by  surveying  par- 
ticulars we  may  clearly  discern. 

Nothing  is  more  grateful  to  men,  than  j^nMp^oK^  suc-^ 
cess  in  their  undertakings,  whereby  they  attain  their  ends, 
satisfy  their  desires,  save  their  pains,  and  come  off  with 
credit;  this  commonly  is  the  effect  of  industry^;  (which 
commandeth  fortune,  to  which  all  things  submit  and 
serve,)  and  scarce  ever  is  found  without  it :  an  industrious 
person,  who  as  such  is  not  apt  to  attempt  things  impossi- 
ble or  unpracticable,  can  hardly  fail  of  compassing  his  de* 
fflgns,  because  he  will  apply  all  means  requisite,  and  bend 
all  his  forces  thereto ;  striving  to  break  through  all  diffi* 
culties,  and  to  subdue  all  oppositions  thwarting  his  pur- 
poses ;  but  nothing  of  worth  or  weight  can  be  achieved  ^ 
witli  half  a  mind,  with  a  faint  heart,  with  a  lame  endea- 
vour :  any  enterprise  undertaken  without  resolution,  mit- 
naged  without  care,  prosecuted  without  vigour,  will  easily 
be  dashed  and  prove  abortive,  ending  in  disappointment, 
damage,  disgrace,  and  dissatisfaction:  so  the  Wise  Man 
doth  assure  us;  TT^  soul,  saith  he,  of  the  sluggard  desireth,  frov.  xiii.4(. 

Qaodcnnqiie  hppeiiiTit  sMm  wimusi  o^tipuiu  4U;.    S^u.  de  Ira^  ii.  U« 
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SERMT.  anihaih  nothing ;  but  the  soulofthe  diligent  ehaU  be  made 

^     Jot;  the  one  pineth  away  with  ineiSectual  andfruitlessdefflres; 

Fhw.  XXL  the  other  thriveth  upon  satis&ction  in  proflperous  success. 

1^  ^         Plentiful  aooommodations  for  our  sustenance  and  conve- 

so.  '        nienoe  all  men  will  agree  to  be  rery  desirable :  and  these 

^  ixT.  9,  are  indeed  the  blessings  of  him,  who  visiteth  the  earth  and 

enrichethit;  yrho  crtneneth  the  tf  ear  mih  hie  goodness,  nnd 

whose  clouds  dropjttness  ;  but  they  are  so  dispensed  by 

heayen,  that  industry  must  concur  therewith  in  deriving 

Ftov.  ziL    them  to  us,  and  sloth  will  debar  us  of  them ;  for  he,  saith 

iw.  xxL  ^^  ^^^y  Oracle,  tluU  titteth  his  land,  shall  be  satisfied  wUh 

5.  bread ;  and  the  thoughts  of  the  diUgent  alone  tend  toplen- 

l,XX.)      teousness ;  but  the  sluggard  shall  beg  in  harvest,  and  have 

Ptot.  XX.    nothing ;  aud  the  idle  soul  shall  suffbr  hunger. 

Wealth  is  that,  which  generally  men  of  all  things  are 

wont  to  affect  and  covet  with  most  ardent  desire,  as  the 

great  store-house  of  their  needs  and  conveniences,  the  sure 

bulwark  of  their  state  and  dignity :  the  universal  instni.. 

ment  of  compassing  their  designs  and  pleasures ;  and  most 

evident  it  is,  that  in  the  natural  course  of  things,  industry 

is  the  way  to  acquire  it,  to  secure  it,  to  improve  and  en- 

laige  it:  the  which  course,  pursued  innocently  and  mo. 

destly,  God  will  be  so  far  from  obstructing,  that  he  will 

further  and  bless  it ;  for  that  indeed  it  would  be  a  flaw  in 

providence,  if  honest  industry,  using  the  means  it  afford* 

eth,  should  fail  of  procuring  a  competency;  which  joined 

with  a  pious  contentedness,  in  St.  PauPs  computation,  ia 

1  Tim.  vi.  great  wealth.     IVherefore  although  Solomon  telleth  us, 

Prov.  XV.    ^^^^  ^^  blessing  of  the  Lord  is  that  whu^  maketh  rich, 

16.  X.  2?.   yet  doth  he  not  forget  or  ooptradict  himself,  when  he  also 

Tch^.    doiltkaffkm,  that  ^e  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh  rich;  and 

xxix.  12.    that  he  who  gathereth  by  labour  shall  increase ;  because 

X9.       '    God  blesseth  the  industrious,  and  by  hb  own  hand,  as  the 

^'^iL'  ^  ^^^  proper  instrument,  maketh  him  rich.     When  the 

Kodet.  vi.  Preacher  said.  There  is  a  man  to  wphom  God  hath  given 

sl  Pa»aex-^*^  flfirf  wealih,  he  knew  wdl  enough  what  man  it  was> 

horteth  to    to  whom  Grod  giveth  than ;  and  that  sli^ards  were  not 

^im^  fit  objects  of  that  liberality ;  for  be  had  observed  it  to  be 
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their  doom  to  be  poor  and  beggarly,  tbetr  nature  to  iraste  SERM. 
and  embeezie  an  estate ;  he  could  assure  us,  that  drowsineM      ^ 
^koB  chihe  a  man  triik  rags;  he  ccfuld  propound  it  as  a^]|T^^ 
certain  observation,  that  he  whois  sloth/id  in  his  worky  iix^^^x^ 
brother  to  a  great  waster  ;  or  that  want  of  industry  in  our  n.  ^  "* 
business  inll  no  less  impair  our  estate,  than  prodigality  ^^^T^'^f^ 
self ;  he  could  more  than  once  warn  the  slothful,  that  if  he    ' 
did  sleep  on,  or  persist  in  his  sluggish  way,  indigency  would  Piov.  x.  4. 
surprise  and  seize  on  him  with  an  insupportable  violence : 
So,  saith  he,  shaU  thy  poverty  come  as  one  thattravettethj  Fror.Tiiu 
and  thy  want  as  an  armed  man.  "*'•  ^^ 

Another  darling  of  human  affection  (and  a  jewel  indeed 
of  considerable  worth  and  use  in  our  life)  is  honour,  or  re- 
putation among  men :  this  also  plainly,  after  the  common 
reason  and  course  of  things,  is  purchased  and  preserved  by 
industry :  for  he  that  aspireth  to  worthy  things,  and  assay- 
eth  laudable  deigns,  pursmng  them  steadily  with  serious 
application  of  heart,  and  resolute  activity,  will  rarely  ful 
of  good  success,  and  consequently  will  not  miss  honour, 
which  ever  doth  crown  victory ;  and  if  he  should  hap  to 
fail  in  his  design,  yet  he  will  not  lose  his  credit ;  for  hav. 
ing  meant  well,  and  done  his  best,  all  will  be  ready  to  ex- 
cuse, many  to  commend  him  ;  the  very  qualities  which  in- 
dustry  doth  exercise,  and  the  effects  which  it  doth  produce,  i  chron. 
to  beget  honour,  as  being  ornaments  of  our  person  aodj^  ^*- 
state.  God  himself  (from  whom  honour  cometh^  and  whose  £cdes.'y, 
special  prerogative  it  is  to  bestow  it,  he,  as  King  of  the^®' 
world,  being  tlie  fountain  of  honour)  will  be  concerned 
to  dignify  an  industrious  management  of  his  gifts  with  diat 
natural  and  proper  recompence  thereof;  conducting  him 
who  fairly  treadeth  in  the  path  of  honour,  that  he  shall 
safely  arrive  unto  it.  It  is  therefore  a  matter  of  easy  ob- 
servation, which  the  wise  Prince  doth  prompt  us  to  mark ; 
Seest  thou  a  man  dUtffent  in  his  btisinessf  he  shall  stand^row  touI, 
hefiyre  kings ;  he  shall  not  stand  before  mean  men :  that  is, 
diligence,  as  it  is  the  fairest,  so  it  is  the  surest  way  to  the 
best  preferment:  as  it  qualifieth  a  man  for  employment, 
»nd  rendereth  him  useful'  to  the  world,  so  it  will  procure 
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SE^M.  worthy  employment  for  him,  and  attract  the  world  to  him ; 
^       as  the  same  great  author  again  doth  assert :  TAehandf  saith 
Pmv.  si.    he,  of  the  diligent  shall  bear  rule  ;  yea,  so  honourable  a  thing 
^^  is  industry  itsd^  that  an  exercise  thereof  in  the  meanest 

IVnr.  xxviL  j^j^^^  jg  productive  of  esteem,  as  the  Wise  Man  i^ain  doth 
'Of  f  vxirr  observe  and  tell  us ;  He  that  waiteth  on  his  master  (that  is, 
T»i^»/^  with  diligence  attendeth  on  the  busine^  committed  to  him) 
r^ifSiin.    shall  be  honoured. 

**^  No  industrious  man  is  contemptible ;  for  he  is  ever  look- 

ed upon  as  being  in  a  way  of  thriving,  of  working  himself 
out  from  any  straits,  of  advancing  himself  into  a  better  con« 
dition.     But  without  industry  we  cannot  expect  any  thing 
but  disresfpect,  shame,  and  reproach,  which  are  the  certain 
portion  of  the  slothful;  he  not  having  the  heart  to  enterprise, 
or  the  resolution  and  patience  to  achieve  any  thing  deserv- 
ing regard,  or  apt  to  procure  it;  he  wanting  all  the  oma- 
ments  and  good  fruits  that  grow  from  industry ;  he  being 
Prov.  xiL    only  fit  for  a  sordid  and  servile  condition;  wl^ence  the  sloth- 
j^ixmti    f^^  ^^  Solomon,  shdU  be' under  tribute ;  and,  He  that 
U*rrmiip    sUepeth  in  harvest^  is  a  son  that  causeth  shamsy  he  causeth 
proT.  X.  &  it  to  his  relations  by  his  be^arly  accoutrements,  he  cayseth 
it  much  more  to  himself  by  his  despicable  faultiness,  and 
by  the  disgraceful  consequences  of  it* 

Another  yet  more  precious  good,  far  surpassing  all  ex? 
temal  advantages  of  our  state;  the  which  in  the  juf)gment 
of  him  who  (together  with  it  having  a  full  possession  of 
all   secular  prosperity,   wealth,  dignity,  and  power)  was 
Prov.  liii.  best  able  to  prize  it,  is  better  than  rubies^  and  incof^Mtra- 
IB  "v^  7^  ^^y  ^^  ^^^^  aM  things  thai  may  be  desired^  as  ennobling, 
Job  xxviii,  enriching,  and  embellishing  our  better  part :   wisdom,  I 
mean,  or  a  good  comprehension,  and  right  judgment  about 
matters  of  highest  importance  to  us,  i?  tlije  prize  of  in- 
dustry, and  not  to  be  gained  without  it ;  nature  conferreth 
little  thereto ^  fortune  contributeth  much  less;  it  aannot 
Job  mm.  be  bought  at  any  rate ;  It  cannot^  saith  Job,  be  gotten  Jbr 
^^  1^-      goldj  neither  shall  silver  be  weighed  for  the  price  thereof; 
it  cannot  be  valued  zcith  the  gold  of  Ophiry  with  the  pre* 

1  Nee  rude  quid  prodt  video  ingenium.    Hor.  dc  ArU  Pocl> 
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tuM8  onyx^  or  the  sapphire ;  it  is  the  offspring  of  watchful  SERM. 
observation  and  experience,  of  serious  meditation  and  stu-  L. 
dy ;  of  careful  reflection  on  things,  marking,  comparing, 
and  weighing  their  nature,  their  worth,  their  tendencies  and 
consequences ;  these  are  needful  to  the  getting  of  wisdom, 
because  truth,  which  it  seeketh,  commonly  doth  not  lie  in 
the  surface,  obvious  to  a  superficial  glance,  nor  only  de- 
pendeth  on  a  simple  consideration  of  few  things ;  but  is 
lodged  deep  in  the  bowels  of  things,  and  under  a  knotty 
complication  of  various  matters ;  so  that  we  must  dig  *to 
come  at  it,  and  labour  in  unfolding  it :  nor  is  it  an  easy  task 
to  void  the  prejudices  springing  from  inclination  or  temper, 
from  education  or  custom,  from  passion  and  interest,  which 
cloud  the  mind,  and  obstruct  the  attainment  of  wisdom. 

If  we  will  have  it,  we  must  get  it  as  Solomon  himself 
did,  that  great  master  of  it     How  was  that  ?  I  gave^  saith  Ecdes.  i. 
he,  my  heart  to  know  wisdom.     He  who  made  it  his  op- }  Kinw^iiL 
tion  and  choice  before  all  things ;  who  so  earnestly  and  so^*  }^'  2?. 
happily  did  pray  for  it ;    upon  whom  it  is  so  expressly  21.  i^^] 
said,  that  God  in  a  special  manner  and  plentiful  measure  H^^  "• 
did  bestow  it;  who  averreth  Grod  to  be  the  sole  donor  pf  Jam.  L  & 
it,  (for.  The  Lord^  saith  he,  giveth  wisdom,  oiU  of  his  mouth  Ptov.  iL  «. 
Cometh  knowledge  emd  understanding ;)  yet  even  he  did 
first  give  his  heart  to  it,  before  it  was  given  into  his  heart : 
he  did  not  only  gape  for  it,  to  receive  it  by  mere  infusion ; 
but  he  worked  and  studied  hard  for  it.     He  was  indeed  a 
great  student,  an  inquisitive  searcher  into  nature,  a  ciuious 
observer  of  the  world,  a  profound  considerer  and  comparer 
of  things ;  and  by  that  industrious  course,  promoted  by 
divine  blesmng,  he  did  arrive  to  that  great  stock  of  so  re- 
nowned a  wisdom. 

And  the  same  method  it  is  which  he  prescribeth  to  us 
for  getting  it ;  exliorting  us,  that  we  incline  our  ear  unto  Pn>7.  il  2, 
wisdqniy  and  apply  our  heart  to  understanding ;  that  we  ^'  ^* 
cry  after  knowledge,  and  lift  up  our  voice  Jbr  understand- 
ing r  that  we  seek  her  as  silver,  and  search  Jbr  her  as  for 
hid  treasures;  in  following  which  course  he  doth  assure 
us  of  good  success ;  for  then,  saith  he^  shait  thou  under* 
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jSERM.  «to^  ihejear  of  ike  Lord^  and  find  the  knowledge  ofGod^ 
L.       which  is  the  head  or  chief  port  of  teiedom ;  and  Bleued^ 
Prov.  viu.  ^^  ^  again,  in  the  person  and  place  of  wisdcMn  itself,  is 
34»  35.       fji^  fnan  that  heareth  me,  waieking  daily  at  wy  gates,  wait* 
ing  at  the  posts  of  my  doors ;  Jbr  he  thaijindeth  m£,Jind* 
eth  lift,  and  shall  obtainjhvour  of  the  Lord.     It  is  the  way- 
he  supposeth  of  finding  wisdom,  to  watch  assiduously,  to 
wait  diligently  upon  the  means  of  attaining  her ;  and  how 
infallible  the  acquist  of  her  is  thereby,  she  doth  again  by 
Pro?.  TiiL   his  mouth  thus  acquaint  us ;  /  love  them  tlust  love  me,  and 
wild.  vL    ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  shall  Jind  me  ;  and  she,  saith  his 
12, 13,  lA,  imitator,  is  easily  seen  of  them  that  love  her,  and  found  of 
such  as  seek  her  ;  whoso  sedcefh  her  early,  shall  have  no 
great  travel,  for  he  shall  Jind  her  sitting  at  his  doors. 

This  indeed  is  the  only  way ;  idleness  is  not  capable  of 
so  rich  and  noble  a  purchase :  a  slothful  person  may  be 
conceited,  yea  needs  must  be  so ;  but  he  can  never  be 
ProT.  xzvL  wise :  A  sluggard,  saith  Solomon,  is  wiser  in  Jns  own  eon^ 
ceit,  than  seven  men  that  can  render  a  reason.  This  con* 
ceit  of  wisdom  is  a  natural  issue  of  his  ignorance ;  and  it 
is  indeed  no  small  part  of  his  folly,  that  he  doth  not  per- 
ceive it;  being  no  less  stupid  in  reflection  on  his  own 
mind,  than  in  considering  other  matters ;  being  always  in 
a  slumber,  he  will  oflen  fall  into  such  pleasant  dreams  ; 
and  no  wonder  that  he  should  presume  upon  abundance  of 
knowledge,  who  not  listing  to  take  any  pains  in  the  search 
or  discussion  of  things,  doth  snatch  the  first  appearances, 
doth  embrace  every  suggestion  of  his  fancy,  every  conceit 
gratifying  his  humour,  for  truth. 

What  should  I  speak  of  learning,  or  the  knowledge  of 
various  things,  transcending  vulgar  apprehension  ?  Who 
knoweth  not  that  we  cannot  otherwise  reach  any  part  of 
that,  than  by  assiduous  study  and  contemplation  ?  Who 
doth  not  find  that  all  the  power  in  the  world  is  not.  able 
to  command,  nor  all  the  wealth  of  the  Indies  to  purchase, 
one  notion  ?  Who  can  be  ignorant,  that  no  wit  alone,  or 
strength  of  parts  can  suffice,  without  great  industry,  to 
frame  any  science^  to  learn  any  one  tongue,  to  know  the 
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histoiy  of  luitnre^  or  of  Providence?  it  is  certainly  by  Ho-  SERII. 
racers  method  S,  L. 

Kultt  tolity  fbehqiie  poer,^*— 

by  much  exercise  and  endurance  of  pains,  that  any  one  can 
arrive  to  the  mark  of  being  learned  or  skilful  in  any  sort 
of  knowledge. 

But  fartlier  yet^  Virtue,  the  noblest  endowment  and  rich- 
est  possession  whereof  man  is  capable ;  the  glory  of  our  na- 
ture, the  beauty  of  our  soul,  the  goodliest  ornament  and  the 
firmest  support  of  our  life  ^ ;  that  also  is  the  fruit  and  bless- 
ing of  industry ;  that  of  all  things  most  indispensably  doth 
need  and  require  it.  It  doth  not  grow  in  us  by  nature,  nor 
befall  us  by  fortune ;  for  nature  is  so  far  from  producing  it, 
that  it  yieldeth  mighty  obstacles  and  resistances  to  its  birth, 
there  being  in  the  best  dispositions  much  averseness  from 
good,  and  great  proneness  to  evil ;  fortune  doth  not  further 
its  acquists,  but  casteth  in  rubs  and  hindrances  thereto, 
every  condition  presenting  its  allurements,  or  its  affright- 
ments  ^rom  it;  all  things  within  us  and  about  us  conspire 
to  render  its  production  and  its  practice  laborious. 

It  is  ('tis  true)  a  gift  of  heaven,  and  cannot  be  obtained 
without  a  special  influence  of  divine  grace ;  but  is  given 
as  children  are,  (of  whom  it  is  said,  Lo,  children  are  an  Psai. 
heritage  qf  the  Lord,  and  the  fruit  of  the  toomb  is  his  re-^^"^^ 
ward^)  pot  without  sore  travfdl  and  labour  of  the  mother, 
not  without  grievous  difficulty  and  pangs  in  the  birtli.     In 
our  conversion  to  embrace  virtue  God  doth  guide  us ;  but 
to    what  ?  to  sit  still  ?  No,  to  walk,  to  run  in  his  ways : 
Grace  doth  move  us,  but  whereto  ?  to  do  nothing  ?  No, 
but  to  stir,  and  act  vigorously ;   The  Judy  Spirit  doth  help  Hon.  vifi. 
our  infirmities:  but  how  could  it  help  them,  if  we  did *^' J^*****" 
not  conjoin  our  best,  diough  weak,  endeavours  with  itsHeb.xH.  4^ 
operations?     To  what  doth  it  ewavTi>MfM)ifty,  or   co^^pj^^^ 

9  Qui  cufit  optetain  cuztu  oonliiigere  mctam, 

aCiilta  tuUt,  ftdtque  poer,  iudavit  et  aktt.    ffor.  de  ArL  Poet, 
^  Tf  fdw  uMtuf  iihttf^  rf  2i  m^rj  nytunXn^ttrtu  itiuf  Chryt,  in  Jofu  Or,  36, 


16  OflnduHry  in  general. 

m 

SERM.  us,  but  io  strive  against  sin,  to  toorh  rigtUeousness,  to  peN 
^'       form  duty  with  earnest  intention  of  mind,  and  laborious 
'        activity?     God,  saith  St  Chrysostom,  haih  parted  virtue 
with  us,  and  neither  haih  left  all  to  be  in  us,  lest  we  slundd 
be  elated  to  pride,  7wr  himself  haih  taken  ally  lest  ws  should 
decline  to  shth  K 
^         Indeed  the  very  nature  and  essence  of  virtue  doth  coni^t 
Jn  the  most  difficult  and  painful  efforts  of  soul :  in  the  ex- 
tirpating rooted  prejudices  and  notions  from  our  under- 
standing ;  in  bending  a  stiff  will,  and  rectifying  crooked 
inclinations ;  in  overruling  a  rebellious  temper ;  in  curb* 
ing  eager  and  importunate  appetites ;  in  taming  wild  pas- 
sions ;  in  withstanding  violent  temptations ;  in  surmount- 
ing many   difficulties,  and  sustaining  many  troubles;  in 
struggling  with  various  unruly  lusts  within,  and  encoun- 
tering many  stout  enemies  abroad,  which  assault  our  rea^ 
son,  and  war  against  our  soul :  in  such  exercises  its  .very 
being  lieth ;  its  birth,  its  growth,  its  subsistence  dependeth 
on  them ;  so  that  from  any  discontinuance  or  remission  of 
them  it  would  soon  decay,  languish  away,  and  perish. 

What  attention,  what  circumspection,  and  vigilancy  of 
mind,  what  intention  of  spirit,  what  force  of  resolution,  what 
commaiid  and  care  over  ourselves  doth  it  require,  to  keep 
our  hearts  from  vain  thoughts  and  evil  desires :  to  guard 
our  tongue  from  wanton,'  unjust,  uncharitable  discourse ; 
to  render  our.  steps  uprightly  and  steadily  in  all  the  paths 
Chrys.  in.  of  duty  ?  Kai  ri  oux  i^Mnvw  rm  r^g  oi^rng ;  and  wJiat,  as  St. 
<rii.Or.36.  chrygostom  asketh,  ^aU  things  belonging  to  virtue  is  not 
laborious  f  It  is  no  small  task  to  know  it,  wIk^  jin  it  con- 
sisteth,^  and  what  it  demandeth  of  us ;  it  is  a  far  more  pain- 
ful thing  to  conform  our  practice  unto  its  rules  and  dictates. 

7mi  ft^  Its  turnttat  Wmt^fia^*^  •urt  «vrt«  ri  rSr  lXmS$f,  Im  fith  us  ftfS-vftUv  miro» 
mXtft/fuv  »xx\  &c.'    Chryt.  Tbm.  5.  Or.  28. 

OitT*  yk(  n  m^  rk  »m>M  rSf  Ji^^^t^rtn  \yx^**^^*t  ^*X*  ^f  i*a*^f  /3«if^/cf 
rtXtut^n^rm'  iTH  4  JMwStv  X^^  ^**  *"''  f^^  mrU{«M'«  wm^nyifttr  if^  dkX* 


(^Industry  in  general.  17 

If  travellii^inarough  wayl;  if  climbing  up  a  steep  hiii ;   I^H&L 
if  combating  stem  foes,  and  fighting  sharp  battles;  if  cross-       L* 
ing  the  grain  of  our  nature  and  de^res ;  if  continually  hold- 
ing a  strict  rein  over  all  our  parts  and  powers,  be  things  of  la- 
bour and  trouble,  then  greatly  such  is'the  practice  of  virtue. 

Indeed  each  virtue  hath  its  peculiar  difficulty,  needing 
much  labour  to  master  it:  FaiUi  is  called  sf/o^  9'/ir«w(,  /Ae  1  Thes. i, 3. 
work  of  faith ;  and  it  is  no  such  easy  work,  as  may  be  ima-  j'l,  **"  ^ 
gined,  to  bring  our  hearts  unto  a  thorough  persuasion  about  "Jt^vi*  29. 
truths  crossing  our  sensual  conceits,  and  controlling  our 
peevish  humours ;  unto  a  perfect  submission  of  our  qnder- 
standing,   and  resignation  of  our  will  to  whatever  God 
teacheth  or  prescribeth ;  to  a  firm  resolution  of  adhering 
to  that  profession,  which  exacteth  of  us  so  much  pains, 
and  exposeth  us  to  so  many  troubles. 

Charity  is  also  a  laborious  exercise  of  many  good  works ; 
and  he  that  will  practise  it,  must  in  divers  ways  labour 
hardly;  he  must  labour  in  voiding  from  his  soul  many 
dispositions  deeply  radicated  therein  by  nature,  opinion, 
and  custom;  envy,  frowardness,  stubbornness,  perverse  and 
vain  selfishness ;  from  whence  wrath,  revenge,  spite,  and 
malice  do  spring  forth.     He  must  labour  in  effectual  per- 
formance of  all  good  offices,  and  in  catching  all  occasions  6iL  yi,  lo. 
of  doing  good ;  he  must  exert  that  cmv  ay6t/ffnh  ^^^  labour  Heb.  vi.  lo. 
of  lovCy  whereof  St.  Paul  doth  speak;  he  must  (as  that ^pl>- >▼•  *8« 
holy  Apostle  directeth,  not  only  in  precept,  but  by  his 
own  practice)  work  with  his  own  hands,  that  he  may  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  his  neighbour. 

Hope  itself  (which  one  would  think,  when  ♦  grounded  *A«>^- 
weli^  should  be  a  no  less  easy  than  pleasant  duty)  dothHeb.vi.i9. 
need  much  labour  to  preserve  it  safe,  straight,  and  stable,  \7^^  *' ^ 
among  the  many  waves  and  billows  of  temptation  assaying  Heb.vi.  ill 
to  shake  and  subvert  it ;  whence  a  patience  of  hope  is  ^^- ^f^j^^'J^'^ 
commended  to  us;  and  we  so  often  are  exhorted  to  hold Heb. iii. 6, 
it  fast,  to  keep  it  sure,  firm,  and  unshaken  to  the  end.         ^  Pet  i.  10. 

VOL.  III.  C 
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SERM.      Temperance  also  surely  demandeth  no  small  pains u;  it 
L*       being  no  slight  business  to  check  our  greedy  appetites,  to 

~  shun  the  enticements  of  pleasure,  to  escape  the  snares  of 

company  and  example,  to  support  the  ill-will  and  reproaches 
of  those  zealots  and  bigots  for  vice,  idio  cannot  tolerate  any 
nonconformity  to  their  extravagances ;  but,  as  St  Peter 

1  Pet  IT.  4w  doth  express  it,  iVmk  U  strange^  if  others  do  not  run  with 
them  to  the  same  ewcess  of  riot,  speaking  iU  qfihemjbr  it* 
What  should  I  speak  of  meekness,  of  patience,  of  humi« 
lity,  of  contentedness  ?  Is  it  not  manifest  how  laborious 
those  virtues  are,  and  what  pains  are  necessary  in  the  olx- 
taining,  in  the  exercise  of  them  ?  what  pains,  I  say,  they 
require  in  the  voidance  of  fond  conceits,  in  the  suppression 
of  froward  humours,  in  the  quelling  fierce  passions,  in  the 
brooking  grievous  crosses  and  adversities,  in  the  bearing 
heinous  injuries  and  affronts  ? 

Thus  doth  aU  virtue  require  much  industry,  and  it  there, 
fore  necessarily  must  itself  be  a  great  virtue,  which  is  the 
mother,  the  nurse,  the  guardian  of  all  virtues ;  yea,  which 
indeed  is  an  ingredient  and  constitutive  part  of  every  vir. 
tue;  for  if  virtue  were  easily  obtainable  or  practicable 
without  a  good  measure  of  pains,  how  could  it  be  virtue  ? 
what  excellency  could  it  have,  what  praise  could  it  claim, 
what  reward  could  it  expect  ?  God  hath  indeed  made  the 
best  things  not  easily  obtainable,  bath  set  them  high  out 
of  our  reach,  to  exercise  our  industry  in  getting  them,  that 
we  might  raise  up  ourselves  to  them,  that  being  obtained, 
they  may  the  more  deserve  our  esteem  and  his  reward. 

Lastly,  the  sovereign  good,  the  last  scope  of  our  actions, 
the  top  and  sum  of  our  desires,  happiness  itself,  or  eternal 
life  in  perfect  rest,  joy,  and  glory ;  although  it  be  the  su- 

Rom.Tl23.preme  gift  of  Gk)d,  and  special  boon  of  divine  grace,  {rh  Sk 

Eph.  u.  a  ^d^tfffjM  rwi  0f ou,  Buty  saith  St  Paul,  the  gift  of  Godls 
grace  is  eternal  life ;)  yet  it  also  by  God  himself  is  de- 
clared to'  be  the  result  and  reward  of  industry ;  for  we  are 

;)^«A.i«it9  /uly  r$i  xmi  iwiir§tn.     Plat,  de  Rq^.  2« 
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commanded  to  tcork  oiU  our  salvation  wUhJear  and  trenu  SERM. 
hlinff,  and  to  give  diligence  in  making  our  calling  and       L* 
election  sure  by  virtuous  practice ;  and  God,  saith  St.  Paul,  Phii.  il  is. 
TffUl  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  works ;  to  them  ^**^-  j:  ^^* 
who,  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  seek  glory,  andi,  lo.  vL  * 
honour,  and  immortality,  eternal  life ;  and,  in  the  close  of  *^ 
God^s  book,  it  is  proclaimed,  as  a  truth  of  greatest  moment, 
and  special  point  of  God^^s  will,  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  Rev.  zxiL 
commandments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life.  ]^'^    « 
It  is  plmnlj  industry  which  dimbeth  the  holy  mount ;  it  is  ?^* 
industry  which  taketh  the  kingdom  of  heaven  byjbrce ;  it  is  jg****  *** 
industry  which  so  runneth  a«  to  obtain  the  prize,  which  so  ^  ^o'-  »*• 
flghteth  as  to  receive  the  crown,  which  so  watcheth  as  to  se- jam.  i.i2. 
cure  our  everlasting  interest  to  us.  Muu.  xxiv. 

Thus  do  the  choicest  good  things,  of  which  we  are  capa^  i,ilke  xiL 
ble,  spring  from  industry,  or  depend  upon  it ;  and  no  con-^'  ^  „ 
aderable  good  can  be  attained  without  it.  Thus  all  the  gifts 
of  God  are  by  it  conveyed  to  us,  or  are  rendered  in  effect 
beneficial  to  us ;  for  the  gifts  of  nature  are  but  capacities, 
which  it  improveth ;  the  gifts  of  fortune  or  providence  are 
but  instruments,  which  it  employeth  to  our  use ;  the  ^fts 
of  grace  are  the  supports  and  succours  of  it;  and  the  very 
gift  of  glory  is  its  fruit  and  recompence. 

There  are,  farther,  several  other  material  considerations 
and  weighty  motives  to  the  practice  of  this  duty  which  me- 
ditation hath  suggested  to  me :  but  these,  in  regard  to  your 
patience,  must  suffice  at  present ;  the  other,  together  with 
an  application  proper  to  our  condition  and  calling,  beinjjp 
reserved  to  another  occasion. 


cS 


SERMON  LI. 


OF  INDUSTRY  IN  GENERAL. 


ECCLES.  ix.  10. 

Whatsoever  thy  handjindeth  to  do,  do  it  with  aU  thy 
might. 

8£RM.  Industey,  which  the  divine  Preacher  in  this  text  recom« 
mendeth  to  us,  is  a  virtue  of  a  very  diffusive  nature  and  in- 
fluence ;  stretching  itself  through  all  our  affairs,  and  twist* 
ing  itself  with  every  concern  we  have ;  so  that  no  business 
can  be  well  managed,  no  design  accomplished,  no  good  ob- 
tained without  it.  It  therefore  behoveth  us  to  conceive  a 
high  opinion  of  it,  and  to  enure  our  souls  to  the  practice  of 
it  upon  all  occasions :  in  furtherance  of  which  purposes  I 
formerly,  not  long  since,  did  propound  several  motives  and 
inducements;  and  now,  proceeding  on,  shall  represent  di« 
vers  other  considerations  serviceable  to  the  same  end. 

1.  We  may  consider,  that  industry  is  productive  of  ease 
itiself,  and  preventive  of  trouble.  It  was  no  less  solidly, 
than  acutely  and  smartly  advised  by  the  philosopher  Crates*, 
Whether^  s^d  he,  labour  be  to  be  chosen^  labour ;  or  whe^ 
iher  it  be  to  be  eschewed^  labour^  that  thou  mayest  not  labour; 
Jbr  by  not  labouring,  labour  is  twi  escaped,  but  is  rather 
pursued;  and  St.  Chrysostom**  doth,  upon  the  same  con- 
»deration,  urge  industry,  because  Sloth,  saith  he,  is  want 

'  EJ!^  «/( iTo  0  ir«i>«f ,  Tovtf  tin  ^»v»r«y,  irifMt  7»«  fiui  r^viff  •  lut  ym^  ri  f^  rf-i 
vfff  «v  pvytrtu  VMSt  rf  ti  UurriZ  5  ^immtmu.      Cratet^  Ep,  4. 

b  'H  A^yU  imf^tt^iiv  hfiSs  I7«r^,  jum  trtXvir  r«ift;(;iiv  tw  r*»««.  Chryt*  im 
Jofk  Orat,  36. 
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io  ^poS  us^  and  to  yield  us  mtich  pain.    No  man  can  cozen  SERM. 
nature^  escaping  the  labour  to  which  he  was  born ;  but  ra-      ^^-     . 
ther  attempting  it,  will  delude  himself,  then  finding  most, 
when  he  shunneth  all  labour. 

Sloth  indeed  doth  affect  ease  and  quiet,  but  by  affecting 
them  doth  lose  them ;  it  hateth  labour  and  trouble,  but 
by  hating  them  doth  incur  them ;  it  is  a  self-destroying 
vice,  not  suffering  those  who  cherish  it  to  be  idle,  but  creat- 
ing much  work,  and  multiplying  pains  unto  them ;  engaging 
them  into  divers  necessities  and  straits,  which  they  cannot 
support  with  ease,  and  out  of  which,  without  extreme 
trouble,  they  cannot  extricate  themselves:  of  this  the 
Preacher  doth  afford  us  a  plain  instance ;  By  much  sloths  Ecdet.  & 
Jvlness^  saith  he,  the  buildinff  decayeih,  and  through  idleness 
of  the  hands  the  house  droppeth  through.  A  little  care  ta.. 
ken  at  first  about  repairing  the  house,  would  have  saved  its 
decay  and  ruin,  and  consequently  the  vast  charge  and  trouble, 
becoming  needful  to  re>edify  it :  and  the  like  doth  happen 
in  most  other  cases  and  occurrences  of  life :  idleness  com- 
monly doth  let  slip  opportunities  and  advantages,  which 
cannot  with  ease  be  retrieved ;  it  letteth  things  fall  into  a 
bad  case,  out  of  which  they  can  hardly  be  recovered. 

The  certain  consequences  of  it  (disgrace,  penury,  want 
of  experience,  disobliging  and  losing  friends,  with  all  the 
like  mischiefs)  cannot  be  supported  without  much  disquiet; 
and  they  disable  a  man  from  redressing  the  inconveniences 
into  which  he  is  plunged. 

But  industry,  by  a  little  voluntary  labour  taken  in  due 
place  and  season,  doth  save  much  necessary  labour  after- 
ward, and  by  moderate  care  doth  prevent  intolerable  dis- 
%Tess ;  and  the  fruits  of  it  (wealth,  reputation,  skill,  and 
dexterity  in  afisdrs,  friendships,  all  advantages  of  fortune) 
do  enable  a  man  to  pass  his  life  with  great  ease,  comfort, 
and  delight. 

S.  Industry  doth  beget  ease,  by  procuring  good  habits, 
and  facility  of  acting  things  expedient  for  us  to  do.  By 
taking  paii^  to-day,  we  shall  need  less  pains  to-morrow ; 
^nd  by  continuing  the  exercise,  within  a  while  we  shaH 
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SERM.  wed  no  pfiins  at  all,  but  perform  the  most  difficult  tasks  of 
LI«  duty,  or  of  benefit  to  us,  with  perfect  ease,  yea  commonly 
with  great  pleasure.  What  sluggish  people  account  hard 
and  irksome  (as  to  rise  early,  to  hold  close  to  study  or  busi- 
ness,  to  bear  some  hardship)  will  be  natural  and  sweet ;  as 
proceeding  from  another  nature,  raised  in  us  by  use. 

Industry  doth  breed  assurance  and  courage,  needful  for 
the  undertaking  and  prosecution  of  all  necessary  business 
or  for  the  performance  of  all  duties  incumbent  on  us. 

No  man  can  quite  decline  business,  or  disengage  himself 
from  duty,  without  infinite  damage  and  mischief  accruing 
to  himself:  but  these  an  industrious  man  (confiding  in 
this  efficacious  quality)  will  set  upon  with  alacrity,  and 
dispatch  with  facility,  his  diligence  voiding  obstacles,  and 
smoothing  the  way  to  him  ;  whenas  idleness,  finding  some 
difficulties,  and  fancying  more,  soon  dishearteneth  and 
causeth  a  man  to  desist  from  action,  rather  choosing  to 
crouch  under  the  burden,  than  by  endeavour  to  carry  it 
through,  to  discharge  himself  thereof:  whence  as  to  an 
industrious  man  things  seeming  difficult  will  prove  easy,  so 
to  a  slothful  person  the  easiest  things  will  appear  impos^ 
uble ;  according  to  Solomon^s  observation ;  TA^  wag/^  saith 
be,  of  a  shlhftil  man  is  an  hedge  of  thorns^  but  the  way 
of  the  upright  is  made  plain^;  whereas  a  slothful  man,  be- 
ing apt  to  neglect  his  obligations,  is  opposed  to  an  upright 
man,  who  hath  a  conscionable  regard  to  them,  and  is  will- 
ing to  take  pfuns  in  the  discharge  of  them :  so  it  is  de- 
clared, that  to  the  one  the  way  is  rough  and  thorny,  to  the 
other  beaten  and  expedite. 

And  agiun.  The  slothful  man,  saith  he,  doth  say.  There 
is  a  lion  without,  I  shall  be  slain  in  the  streets^;  he  is  very 
apt  to  conceit,  or  to  pretend  imaginary  difficulties  and 
hazards,  and  thence  to  be  deterred  from  going  about  his 

'  FiOT.  xzit.  13.  sztL  13.     Xl^if ««'(««'•'>  ««{  ^^y*'  UmfiffA^  U  rm$ 
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business,  or  doing  his  duty.     This  oon^deration  St  Chry-  SERM. 
sostom  doth  propose,  exciting  to  an  earnest  pursuit  of  vir-     ^^' 
tue;  because.  There  is^  wihhej  nothing  io  easy  y  which  our 
great  sloth  doth  riot  represent  very  grievous  and  burden^ 
some;  nothing  so  pait^id  and  difficuU^  which  dUigence  and 
wiUingness  do  not  show  to  be  very  easy  e. 

3.  We  may  consider  that  industry  will  sweeten  all  our 
enjoyments,  and  season  them  with  a  grateful  relish  :  for  as 
no  man  can  well  enjoy  himself,  or  find  sound  content  in  any 
thing,  while  business  or  duty  lie  unfinished  on  his  hand ; 
so  when  he  hath  done  his  best  toward  the  dispatch  of  his 
work,  he  will  then  comfortably  take  his  ease,  and  enjoy  his 
pleasure  ;  then  his  food  doth  taste  savourily,  then  his  di« 
vertisements  and  recreations  have  a  lively  gustfulness,  then 

lus  sleep  is  very  sound  and  pleasant,  according  to  that  of  ^^ccles.  r. 
the  Preacher,  The  sleep  of  a  labouring  man  is  sweet.  j^  ^^^^ 

4.  Especially  those  accommodations  prove  most  delight- 
ful, which  our  industry  hath  procured  to  us ;  we  looking 
«n  them  with  a  special  tenderness  of  affection,  as  on  the 
children  of  our  endeavour ;  we  being  sensible  at  what  costs 
of  care  and  paxn  we  did  purchase  them.  ^  If  a  man  get- 
teth  wealth  by  fraud  or  violence,  if  he  riseth  to  prefer- 
ment by  flattery,  detraction,  or  any  bad  arts,  he  can  never 
taste  any  good  savour,  or  find  sound  comfort  in  them ; 
and  from  what  cometh  merely  by  chance,  as  there  is  no 
commendation  due,  so  much  satisfaction  will  not  arise.     It 

is  the  Wise  Man's  observation.  The  slothful  man  roasteth  Pwrr,  xiL 

not  that  which  he  took  in  hunting,  and  therefore  it  cannot  ^^' 

be  very  grateful  to  him ;  but,  addeth  he,  the  substance  of 

a  diligent  man  is  precious ;  that  is,  what  a  man  compasseth 

by  honest  industry,  that  he  is  apt  highly  to  prize ;    he  1  Cor.  ix. 

triumpheth  in  it,  and  (in  St.  PauPs   sense  innocently) 

Chryt,  torn.  vi.  Or.  p.  15, 144. 

Tit  fd»  ffim  r$»s  AfuXwfrof  ptvyVf  rk  Si  ;^»Xi4r<k  lieifuXtuug  ixi^xtreu. 
fha.  de  Edue. 

f  Cui  at  conditio  dnlds  ane  polveie  palmar  ?    iTpf*  Mj^*  i  %• 
C  4* 
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SERM.  boasteth  of  it;  he  feeleth  a  solid  pleasure  and  a  pure 
•  complacency  t  erein :  t^e  manner  of  getting  it  doth  more 
please  him  than  the  thing  itself;  as  true  hunters  do  love 
the  sport  more  than  the  quarry,  and  generous  warriors 
more  rejoice  in  the  victory  than  in  the  spoil ;  for  our  80uly 
as  St.  Chrysostom  discourseth,  is  more  affected  with  those 
thingSy  ^fbr  which  it  haih  laboured;  for  which  reason,  add- 
eth  he,  God  hath  mixed  labours  with  virtue  itself^  that  he 
might  endear  it  to  us  %.     Yea  farther, 

5.  The  very  exercise  of  industry  immediately  in  itself 
is  delightful,  and  hath  an  innate  satisfaction,  which  tem- 
pereth  all  annoyances,  and  even  ingratiateth  the  pains  go- 
ing with  it 

The  very  settlement  of  our  mind  on  fit  objects,  or  its 
acquiescence  in  determinate  action,  conducing  to  a  good 
end,  whereby  we  are  freed  of  doubt,  distraction,  and  fasti- 
dious listlessness,  doth  minister  content. 

The  reflection  upon  our  having  embraced  a  wise  choice, 
our  proceeding  in  a  fair  way,  our  being  in  chase  of  a  good 
purpose,  doth  breed  complacence. 

To  consider  that  we  are  spending  our  time  accountably, 
and  improving  our  talents  to  good  advantage,  (to  the  ser- 
vice of  God,  the  benefit  of  our  neighbour,  the  bettering 
of  our  own  state,)  is  very  cheering  and  comfortable. 
Piw.  idr.        And  whereas  in  all  labour,  as  the  Wise  Man  telleth  us,  tliere 
23t  is  profit,  the  foresight  of  that  profit  afibrdeth  pleasure,  the 

foretasting  the  good  fruits  of  our  industry  is  very  delicious. 

1  Cor.  ix.        Hope,  indeed,  doth  ever  wiut  on  industry :  and  what  is 

i^m.   •*    ™°^^  delightful  than  hope.?     This  is  the  incentive,  the 

1%.  V.  8.     support,  the  condiment  of  all  honest  labour  h ;  in  \artue 

jrpj^*:^^'wheieof  the  husbandman  toileth,  the  merchant  trudgeth, 

10.  the  scholar  ploddeth,  the  soldier  dareth  with  alacrity  and 

(CoLL5.  *^  .  •  *  J-  u 

2  Cor.  iiL   pourage,  not  resenting  any  pams,  not  regardmg  any  ha- 

J^*        ..  zards,  which  attend  their  undertakings ;  this,  the'holy  apos- 
3. 

XiU  U.  IJ.)  ^^j^-  tlxueivtu  tLvrn  raurti>  fivXifitvaf.     Chrys,  in  Joh.  Orat.  36. 

h  —  ipsa  opeib  difficultate  letqs  spem  segetis  de  laboxe  metitiir*  Apu4 
Aug.  Ep,  142. 
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ties  tell  us,  did  enable  them  with  joy  to  sustain  all  their  SERM. 
painful  work  and  hazardous  warfare ;  enjoining  us  also,  a3      ^^' 
to  work  wUhJeoTy  so  to  rejoice  in  hope. 

In  fine,  industry  doth  free  us  from  great  displeasure,  by 
ledeeming  us  from  the  molestations  of  idleness,  which  is 
the  most  tedious  and  irksome  thing  in  the  world,  racking 
oiursoul  with  anxious  suspense  and  perplexing  distraction  i; 
starving  it  for  want  of  satisfactory  entertainment,  or  causing 
it  to  feed  on  its  own  heart  by  doleful  consideraUons ;  infest- 
ing it  with  crowds  of  frivolous,  melancholic,  troublesome, 
stinging  thoughts ;  galling  it  with  a  sense  of  our  squander* 
ing  away  precious  time,  of  our  slipping  fcur  opportunities, 
of  our  not  using  the  abilities  and  advantages  granted  us  to 
any  profit  or  fruit :  whence  St  Chrysostom  saitli  very  tru*. 
ly,  Aat  there  is  nothing  more  unplecuant^  more  pairif'uly 
more  miserable^  than  a  man  that  hath  nothing  to  do.  Is 
not  thisj  saith  he,  worse  than  ten  thousand  chains^  to  hang 
in  suspense,  and  be  contim^ally  gaping^  looking  on  those 
who  are  present^?  Indeed  the  strictest  imprisonment  is  far 
more  tolerable,  than  being  under  restrmnt  by  a  lazy  humour 
from  profitable  employment :  this  enchaineth  a  man  hand 
and  foot,  with  more  than  iron  fetters :  this  is  beyond  any 
imprisonment ;  it  is  the  very  entombment  of  a  man,  quite  Odum  at 
in  effect  sequestering  him  from  the  world,  or  debarring  hina^j^j^^"^ 
from  any  valuable  concerns  therein.  And  if  liberty  be  f^oua/atura. 
ahrvx^iaiy  a  power  of  doing  what  one  likeih  best ;  then  is  he, 
who  by  his  sloth  is  disabled  from  doing  any  thing  wherein 
he  can  find  any  reasonable  satisfaction,  the  veriest  slave 
that  can  be ;  from  which  slavery  industry  freeing  us,  and 
disposing  us  to  perform  cheerfully  whatever  is  convenient, 
thereby  doeth  us  a  great  pleasure.     Farther, 

6.  Let  us  consider,  that  industry  doth,  afford  a  lasting 

'  Otio  qui  nescit  uti  plus  habet  n^tii,  &c 
Otioto  in  Olio  animus  n^t  quid  quidem  relit,  &c    Ennitu  apud  Aget 
«x.  10. 

ia-J  t^$  iy^^  KoBn/MfOf,  e^Svra  ri/s  ra^ievras.     Chrys,  in  Acl.  Or.  35. 
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SERM.  comfort,  deposited  in  the  memory  and  conscience  of  him 
that  practiseth  it.    It  will  ever,  upon  his  reviewing  the  pas«* 
sages  of  his  life,  be  sweet  to  him  to  behold  in  them  testi- 
monies and  monuments  of  his  diligence ;  it  will  please  him 
to  consider,  that  he  hath  lived  to  purpose,  having  done 
somewhat  considerable ;  that  he  hath  made  an  advantage- 
ous  use  of  his  time ;  that  he  hath  well-husbanded  the  ta- 
lents committed  to  him ;  that  he  hath  accomplished  ^n  some 
measure)  the  intents  of  God*s  bounty,  and  made  some  re* 
turn  for  his  excellent  gifts.     What  comfort,  indeed,  can 
any  man  have,  yea,  how  sore  remorse  must  he  feel,  in  re< 
fleeting  upon  a  life  spent  in  unfruitful  and  unprofitable  idle- 
ness ?     How  can  he  otherwise  than  bewail  his  folly  and 
Bia  ftih,    baseness,  in  having  lived  (or  rather  having  only  been)  in 
^.  "      vain ;  as  the  shadow  and  appearance  of  a  man :  in  having 
lavished  his  days,  in  having  buried  his  talents,  in  having 
embezzled  his  faculties  of  nature,  and  his  advantages  from 
Providence ;  in  having  defeated  the  good-will  of^  God,  and 
Matt.  ZX7.  endeavoured  no  requital  to  the  munificent  goodness  of  his 
*^'  Maker,  of  his  Preserver,  his  benign  Lord  and  Master,  his 

gracious  Saviour  and  Redeemer  ?  How,  without  confusion^ 
can  he  in  his  mind  revolve,  that  he  hath  nowise  benefited 
the  world,  and  profited  his  neighbour,  or  obliged  his  friends, 
or  rendered  to  his  country  (to  the  society  or  community  of 
which  he  is  a  member)  amends  for  all  the  safety  and  quiet, 
the  support,  the  convenience,  and  the  pleasure  he  hath  en^ 
joyed  under  its  protection,  and  in  its  bosom  ?  that  he  hath 
not  borne  a  competent  share  in  the  common  burdens,  or 
paid  a  due  contribution  of  his  care  and  labour  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare  ?  How  can  such  a  man  look  inward  upon  him- 
self with  a  favourable  eye,  or  pardon  himself  for  so  loath- 
some defaults  ? 

7.  Let  us  consider,  that  industry  doth  argue  a  generous 
and  ingenuous  complexion  of  soul. 

It  implieth  a  mind  not  content  with  mean  and  vulgar 
things,  (such  as  nature  dealeth  to  all,  or  fortune  scat- 
tereth  about,)  but  asinring  to  things  of  high  worth, 
and  pursuing  them  in  a  brave  way,  with  adventurous 
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courage,  by  its  own  forces,  tlirough  difficulties  and  ob-  SERM. 
stacles.  ^^« 

It  signifieth  in  a  man  a  heart,  not  enduring  to  owe  the 
sustenance  or  convenience  of  his  life  to  the  labour  or  the  li- 
beridity  of  others ;  to  pilfer  a  livelihood  from  the  world ;  to 
neap  the  benefit  of  other  men^s  care  and  toil,  without  ren- 
dering a  full  compensation,  or  outdoing  his  private  obliga^ 
tions  by  considerable  service  and  beneficence  to  the  public. 

A  noble  heart  will  disdain  to  subsist  like  a  drone  upon 
the  honey  gathered  by  others^  labour ;  like  a  vermin  to 
filch  its  food  out  of  the  public  granary ;  or  like  a  shark- 
to  prey  on  the  lesser  firy ;  but  will  one  way  or  other  earn 
his  subdstence :  for  he  that  doth  not  earn,  can  hardly  own 
his  bread,  as  St  Paul  iraplieth,  when  he  saith.  Them  Ma^3Th€9B.uL 
are  such  toe  command  and  exhort  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy  xi'»  Uunit 
fhat  zoUh  quietness  they  work,  and  eat  tlieir  oiun  bread,        ^«** 

Of  this  generous  ingenuity  we  have  a  notable  instance 
in  that  great  Apostle  himself;  which  he  doth  otlten  repre-i  cor,  j,. 
sent  as  a  pattern   to  us,   professing  much  complacence^^ 
therein.     He  with  all  right  and  reason  might  have  chal- 
lenged a  comfortable  subsistence  from  his  disciples,  in  re-  %  Thess.  iiL 
compense  for  the  incomparable  benefits  he  did  confer  on  \q^^  ^^ 
them,  and  of  the  excessive  pains  he  did  endure  for  thrir  li. 
good ;  this  he  knew  well ;  but  yet  did  rather  choose  to  *^^^^*^  "• 
support  himself  by  his  own  labour,  than  any  wise  to  seem 
burdensome  or  troublesome  to  them:  These  hands,  said  Acts  sx; 
he,  have  ministered  to  my  necessities,  and  to  them  that  are^^^^ 
Vi^ith  me.    I  have  shewed  you  all  things,  that  so  labouring  i  Thess.  ii. 
ye  ought  to  support  the  roeaJc,  and  to  remember  the  words  g'Thew.  iiL 
of  our  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said.  It  is  more  blessed  to  gi^e^ 
than  to  receive.     This  was  the  practice  of  him,  who  was  12. 
in  labours  most  abundant ;  and  such  is  the  genius  of  every  *  ^J^*  *^ 
man,  who,  upon  principles  of  conscience,  reason,  and  ho- 
nour, is  industrious.     Of  him  it  may  be  said,  as  of  Solo- 
mon^s  good  housewife.    She  seeketh  wool  and  flaw,  andl?rox.  ixxi. 
worketh  willingly  xcith  her  hands;  she  is  like  the  merchants'*    '     ' 
ship,  she  bringeih  her  food  Jrom  c^ar ;  she  looketh  well  to 
her  household,  and  eatcth  not  the  bread  of  idleness. 
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SE  RM.  Sloth  is  a  base  quality,  the  argument  of  a  mind  wretched- 
\y  degenerate  and  mean;  which  is  content  to  grovel  in  a 
despicable  state ;  which  aimeth  at  no  worthy  thing,  nor  pur- 
sueth  any  thing  in  a  laudable  way  ;  which  disposeth  a  man 
to  live  gratis  (precariously)  and  ingratefuUy  on  the  public 
stock,  as  an  insignificant  cypher  among  men,  as  a  burden 
of  the  earth,  as  a  wen  of  any  society ;  sucking  aliment  from 
it,  but  yielding  no  benefit  or  ornament  thereto. 

8.  Industry  is  a  fence  to  innocence  and  virtue ;  a  bar  to 
all  kinds  of  sin  and  vice,  guarding  the  avenues  of  our  heart, 
keeping  off  the  occasions  and  temptations  to  vicious  prac- 
tice. When  a  man  is  engaged  in  honest  employment,  and 
seriously  intent  thereon,  his  mind  is  prepossessed  and  filled, 
so  that  there  is  no  room  or  vacancy  for  ill  thoughts,  or  base 
designs,  to  creep  in ;  his  senses  do  not  lie  open  to  ensnaring 
objects ;  he  wants  leisure  and  opportunity  of  granting  au- 
dience to  the  solicitations  of  sinful  pleasure ;  and  is  apt  to 
answer  them  with  a  rum  vacati ;  the  Devil  can  hardly  find 
advantage  of  tempting  him,  at  least  many  devils  cannot  get 
access  to  him,  according  to  that  observation  in  Cassian,  A 
f .  working  monk  is  assauUed  hy  one  decil^  but  an  idle  one  is 
spoiled  by  numberless  bad  spirits  m.  The  case  of  men  ordi- 
narily is  like  to  that  of  iEgisthus, 
Ovid  dc  ae  nil  ageretur,  axnavit ; 

rather  than  do  nothing,  he  was  ready  to  do  ill ;  he  not  hav- 
ing business  to  employ  his  thoughts,  wanton  desires  did  in- 
sinuate themselves  into  his  heart,  and  transported  him  to 
that  disastrous  wickedness,  which  supplied  matter  to  so 
many  tragedies;  and  the  like  instance  the  sacred  history  sugr 
t  Sam.  a.  gesteth  in  King  David,  who  walkingy  it  is  said,  on  tJie  roof 
*  of  his  house^  his  mind  then  roving,  and  being  untacked 

from  honest  cares,  that  temptation  seized  on  him,  whereby 
he  was  plunged  into  that  woful  misdemeanour,  which  did 
create  to  him  so  much  sorrow,  did  make  such  a  spot  in  his 

>  Semper  te  diabolus  inveniat  oocupatum.     Bern,  Form.  Hon.  v.  cap.  7. 
»  Operans  monachus  uno  dsmone  pul^tur,  otioeus  vezo  imrameri^  spiritibus 
d,evasutur.     Cass,  de  InstU.  x.  23. 
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life,  and  leave  such  a  blur  on  his  memory ;  whence  yet  we  SERIf, 
may  draw  some  benefit,  taking  it  as  a  profitable  document      ^I' 
and  warmog,  how  idleness  doth  expose  the  best  men  to 
danger. 

Idleness  is  indeed  the  nursery  of  sins,  which  as  naturaOy 
grow  up  therein  as  weeds  in  a  neglected  £eld,  or  insects  in 
a  standing  puddle.  Idleness  teacheth  mudi  evil.  It  is  tlie  Ecdos. 
general  trap,  whereby  every  tempter  assayeth  to  catch  our"™*  *^* 
soul ;  for  the  mind  being  loose  from  care,  Satan  is  ready  to 
step  in  with  his  suggestions,  the  world  presenteth  its  allure- 
ments, fleshly  desires  nse  up ;  proud,  froward,  wanton  co* 
gitations  slip  in ;  ill  company  doth  entice,  ill  example  is  re- 
garded, every  temptation  doth  object  and  impress  itself 
with  great  advantage  and  force;  men  in  such  a  case  being 
apt  to  close  and  comply  with  temptations,  even  to  divert 
their  mind  and  entertain  themselves,  to  cure  their  listless- 
ness,  to  pass  their  time°,  cooimitdng  sin  for  want  of  better 
occupation.  Hence  in  places  where  there  is  least  work,  the 
worst  sins  do  most  prevail ;  and  idleness,  therefore,  was  by 
the  Prophet  reckoned  one  of  the  three  great  sins  of  Sodom, 
parents  of  the  rest :  Behold^  saith  Exekiel,  this  was  the  inu  Kzeb  xr^ 
quUy  of  thy  sister  Sodom ;  pride,  Jidlness  of  bread,  ond^^ 
abundance  of  idleness  was  in  her:  hence  it  seldom  doth 
happen  in  any  way  of  life,  that  a  sluggard  and  a  rakehell  do 
not  go  together ;  or  that  he  who  is  idle  is  not  also  dissolute. 

9.  Particularly,  industry  doth  prevent  the  sins  of  vain 
curionty,  pragmaticalness,  troublesome  impertinency,  and 
the  like  pests  of  common  life,  into  which  persons  not  dili- 
gently  following  their  own  business  will  assuredly  fall.  We 
hear,  saith  St  Paul  to  the  Thessalonians,  tfutt  there  are 
some  who  walk  among  you  disorderly ;  working  not  at  all, 
but  are  busyJfodies^.  It  is  no  wonder,  if  they  did  not  work 
at  aU,  that  they  should  walk  disorderly;  or  that,  quite 

■  oi  uon 


Inteodes  animum  studiis  et  rebus  honestis* 

Invidla  vel  amore  vigil  torquebere Bor.  Bp.  t  ?. 

•  2  Them.  iii.  11.    Mii))y  i^y^Cf^iMtVi  iMM  fn^a^mZ§fniuvf'  working  n^* 
thing,  but  ora^woduog. 
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SERM.  neglecting  their  own  concerns,  they  should  ^ifM^a^ftAo/, 
LI.  aoer^worJcy  or  be  too  busy  in  matters  not  belonging  to 
them,  intruding  themselves  into  the  afikirs  of  thmr  neigh- 
hours:  for  there  is  a  natural  connection  between  these 
things,  since  every  man  must  be  thinking,  must  be  doing, 
must  be  saying  somewhat,  to  spend  his  leisure,  to  uphold 
conversation^  to  please  himself,  and  gratify  others,  to  ap* 
pear  somebody  among  his  companions ;  to  avoid  the  shame 
of  being  quite  out  of  employment :  wherefore  not  having 
the  heart  to  mind  his  own  affairs,  he  will  take  the  boldness 
to  meddle  with  the  concerns  of  other  men :  if  he  cannot 
have  the  substance,  he  will  set  up  an  idol  of  business,  and 
seem  very  active  in  his  impertinency ;  in  order  thereto,  be- 
ing curiously  inquisitive,  and  prying  into  the  discourse,  ac- 
tions, and  affairs  of  all  men.  This  men  are  apt  to  do  in 
their  own  defence ;  and,  besides,  idleness  doth  put  men  in* 
to  a  loose,  garish,  wanton  humour,  disposing  them,  without 
heed  or  regard,  to  meddle  with  any  thing,  to  prattle  at  any 
rate.  In  fine,  whoever  hath  no  work  at  home,  will  be  gad- 
ding to  seek  entertainment  abroad,  like  those  gossips  of 
]  Tim.  V*  whom  St.  Paul  saith,  They  learn  to  be  idky  wan4erinff 
about  from  house  to  house ;  and  not  only  idle,  but  tattlers 
also,  and  Imsy-bodies,  speaking  things  which  they  ought  not 
If,  indeed,  we  consider  all  the  frivolous  and  petulant  dis- 
course, the  impertinent  chattings,  the  rash  censures,  the 
spiteful  detractions,  which  are  so  rife  in  the  world,  and  so 
much  poison  all  conversation,  we  shall  find  the  main  root 
of  them  to  be  a  want  of  industry  in  men,  or  of  diligent  at- 
tendance on  their  own  matters ;  which  would  so  much  take 
up  their  spirit  and  time,  that  they  would  have  little  heart 
or  lebure  to  search  into  or  comment  upon  other  men^s  ac* 
tions  and  concerns. 

10.  Let  us  consider,  that  industry  is  needful  in  every 
condition  and  station,  in  every  calling  and  way  of  life ;  ia 
all  relations,  for  our  good  behaviour,  and  right  discharge 
of  our  duty  in  them.  Without  it  we  cannot  in  any  state 
act  decently  or  usefully,  either  to  the  benefit  and  satisfac- 
tion of  others,  or  to  our  own  advantage  and  comfort. 

Are  we  rich  ?    Then  is  industry  requisite  for  keeping 


IS. 
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and  securing  our  wealth,  for  managing  it  wisely,  for  em-  SERM. 
.  plojing  it  to  its  proper  uses,  and  best  advantages,  (in  the  1^1* 
service  of  God,  in  beneficence  to  our  neighbour,  in  advan* 
dng  public  good ;)  so  that  we  may  render  a  good  account 
to  him  who  hath  entrusted  us  with  the  stewardship  thereof: 
industry  is  very  needful  to  guard  us  from  the  temptations 
and  mischiefs  to  which  wealth  doth  expose  us,  that  it  do 
not  prove  a  treacherous  snare,  an  unwieldy  burden,  a  de« 
structive  poison  and  plague  to  ns,  throwing  us  into  pride 
and  vanity,  into  luxury,  into  stupidity,  into  distracting  so« 
licitude,  into  a  base,  worldly,  and  earthly  temper  of  heart, 
into  a  pfofane  oblivion  of  God,  and  of  our  own  souls. 

Are  we  in  conspicuous  rank  of  dignity,  or  in  honour 
and  repute  among  men  ?  Then  is  industry  requisite  to 
keep  us  &st  in  that  state,  to  bold  us  from  tumbling  from 
that  pinnacle  down  into  extreme  disgrace;  for  th«i  all 
eyes  are  upon  us,  strictly  observing  what  we  do,  and 
ready  to  pass  censure  on  our  actions ;  so  that  great  dili« 
gence  is  necessary  to  approve  ourselves,  and  shun  obloquy. 
Nothing  is  more  brittle  than  honour ;  every  little  thing  Titmi  fm- 
hittang  on  it,  is  able  to  break  it,  and  therefore  without  ex-!?^  "^p 
ceeding  care  we  cannot  preserve  it.  Nothing  is  more  vari- 
able or  fickle  than  the  opinions  of  men,  (wherein  honour 
oonsisteth ;)  it  is  therefore  no  easy  matter  to  fix  or  detain 
them  in  the  same  place. 

Honour  cannot  live  without  food  or  fuel ;  it  must  be 
nourished  by  worthy  actions ;  without  a  continual  supply  of 
them,  it  will  decay,  languish,  and  pine  away:  industry 
therefore  is  required  to  keep  it ;  and  no  less  is  necessary 
to  use  it  well,  in  a  due  subordination  to  God^s  honour,  and 
reference  to  his  service,  that,  instead  of  an  ornament  and 
convenience,  it  do  not  prove  a  baneful  mischief  to  us ;  puf- 
fing up  our  minds  with  vain  conceits  and  complacencies,  in« 
dining  us  to  arrogance  and  contempt  of  others,  tempting 
us  by  assuming  to  ourselves  to  rob  God  of  his  due  glory ; 
to  decline  which  evils  great  care  is  requisite;  we  must  have 
a  steady  ballast,  and  we  must  hold  the  rudder  warily,  when 
we  carry  so  great  sail. 
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S'ERM.  On  the  other  hand,  are  we  poor  and  low  in  the  world; 
^^*  or  do  we  lie  under  disgrace  ?  Then  do  we  much  need  in- 
dustry to  shun  extremities  of  want  and  ignominy ;  that  we 
be  not  swallowed  up  and  overwhelmed  by  need  or  con- 
tempt ;  to  support  us  under  our  pressures,  to  keep  up  our 
spirits  from  dejection  and  disconsolateness ;  to  preserve  us 
from  impious  discontentedness  and  impatience :  industry  is 
the  only  remedy  of  that  condition,  enabling  us  to  get  out 
of  it,  retrieving  a  competence  of  wealth  or  credit ;  or  dis- 
posing us  to  bear  it  handsomely,  and  with  comfort ;  so  as 
not  to  become  forlorn  or  abject  wretches. 

It  is  so  needful  to  every  condition  ;  and  it  is  so  for  all 
vocations;  for. 

Is  a  man  a  governor,  or  a  superior  in  any  capacity  ? 
Then  what  is  he  but  a  public  servant,  doomed  to  continual 
labour,  hired  for  the  wages  of  respect  and  pomp,  to  wait 
on  his  people;  in  providing  for  their  needs,  protecting 
their  safety,  preserving  their  peace  and  welfare :  where  is 
he  but  on  a  stage,  whereon  he  cannot  well  act  his  part, 
without  vigilant  attendance  to  his  charge,  and  constant  ac- 
tivity in  performing  all  the  functions  thereof?  He  is  en- 
gaged in  great  obligations  and  necessities  of  using  extreme 
diligence,  both  in  regard  to  himself  and  others.  Homer^s 
description  of  a  prince  is  a  good  one ;  One^vho  hath  much 
people,  and  many  cares  committed  to  him : 

He  must  watchfully  look  to  his  own  steps,  who  is  to 
guide  others  by  his  authority  and  his  example.  All  his 
actions  require  special  conduct,  not  only  his  own  credit 
and  interest,  but  the  common  welfare  depending  thereon. 
He  must  heedfuUy  advise  what  to  do,  he  must  diligently 
execute  what  he  resolveth  on.  He  hath  the  most  ticklish 
things  that  can  be  (the  rights  and  interests,  the  opinions 
and  humours  of  men)  to  manage.  He  hath  his  own  af- 
fections to  curb  and  guide,  that  they  be  not  perverted  by 
any  sinister  respects,  not  swayed  by  any  unjust  partiality, 
not  corrupted  by  flattery  or  fear.  He  will  find,  that  to 
wield  power  innocently,  to  brandish  the  sword  of  justice 
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diflcreftly  and  worthily,  for  the;mMntenance  of  right,  and  SERM. 
eDoouragement  of  irirtue,  for  the  suppression  of  injury,      L^* 
and  correction  of  vice,  is  a  matter  of  no  small  skill  or  slight 
care. 

Industry  is  indeed  a  quality  most  proper  for  persons  of 
high  rank  and  dignity,  or  of  great  power  and  authority ; 
who  have  special  opportunities  to  employ  it  in  weighty  af- 
fairs to  great  advantage ;  whose  undertakings  being  of  vast 
in(»nent,  do  need  answerable  efforts  to  move  and  guide  them. 
The  industry  of  It  medianic,  or  a  rustic,  acting  in  a  low  and 
narrow  sphere,  can  effect  no  great  matter,  and  therefore  it- 
self need  not  to  be  great:  but  the  industry  of  a  prince,  of 
a  nobleman,  of  a  gentleman,  may  have  a  large  and  potent 
influence,  so  as  to  render  a  nation,  a  county,  a  town,  happy, 
prosperous,  glorious,  flourishing  in  peace,  in  plenty,  in  viiv 
tue ;  it  therefore  for  achieving  such  purposes  need  be,  and 
should  be  proportionably  great ;  a  small  power  not  being 
able  to  move  a  great  weight,  nor  a  weak  cause  to  produce 
a  mighty  effect.  Wherefore,  Cicero  recommending  Pom? 
pey  for  a  public  charge,  doth  reckon  these  to  be  the  itnp&' 
raiorice  viriuteSj  qualities  befitting  a  prince,  or  general, 
wherein  he  did  excel.  Labour  in  bt$siness^  vakmr  in  dan^ 
gerSt  industry  in  actings  nimbleness  in  per/brtnancef  coun^  ■■-:  ;^  i 
sel  in  providing  P.  And  Alexander  the  Great,  reflecting 
on  his  friends  degenerating  into  sloth  and  luxiuy,  told  them, 
that  it  was  a  most  slavish  thipff  to.  luxuriate,  and  a  most 
royal  thing  to  labour  4. 

And  for  those  who  move  in  a  lower  orb  of  subjection 
or  service,  I  need  not  shew  how  needful  industry  is  for 
them.  Who  knoweth  not  that  to  be  a  good  subject,  doth 
exact  a  careful  r^ard  to  the  commands  of  superiors,  and 
a  painful  diligence  in  observing  them  ?  that  to  make  a 
good  servant,  fidelity  and  diligence  must  concur  ?  whereof 
the  first  doth  suppose  the  last,  it  being  a  part  of  honesty 

r  r«bor  in  negotio,  ftprtitodQ  in  perieolis,  industm  in  agendo,  odanUs  in 
confideodo,  conwlium  in  pnnddendo»  &c.    Cic,  pro  lege  ManH 

^  /^Xstt^rmrh  W*  ri  'jr^v^fv^]  fim^tXsjUtrmref  h  ri  ^§9Uh  PbiL  in  Ale»n 
pw  1S69. 
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SERM.  In  a  aervant  to  be  dUj^oO; ;  vheaoe  M/?^  ^mt^  na^hmg^  0 
LI.     thou  mcked  .0nd  ^oAfid  ^erimiiy  were  in  the  Goepd  well 
Mfttt  sxT.  coupled;  and  >die  first  epithet  waB  g^raunded  on  the  seoond^ 
^^*  he  being  therefore  wicked,  because  he  had  been  slothful. 

Nether  can  a  man  be  a  true  friend,  or  a  good  nagbbour, 
or  anywifie  a  g(X)d  relative,  without  industry  diipostng  him 
to  undergo  pains  in  per&Hrming  good  offices,  whenever  need 
doth  require,  or.occaaan  invite. 

In  fine,  it  is  palpable,  that  there  is  no  calling  of  any  sort, 
from  the  sceptre  to  the  spade,  the  management  whereof 
with  any  good  success,  any  credit,  any  satisfaction,  doth 
not  demand  much  work  of  the  head,  or  of  the  hand,  or  of 
both. 

If  wk  or  wisdom  be  the  head,  if  honesty  be  the  heart, 
industry  is  the  ri^t  hand  of  every  vocation;  without  which 
the  ^rewdest  insight  and  the  best  intention  can  execute 
nothing. 

A  sluggard  is  qualified  for  no  ofiice,  no  calling,  no  sta^ 
tion  among  men ;  he  is  a  mere  nobody,  taking  up  room, 
pestering  and  clogging  the  world. 

•  11.  It  also  may  deserve  our  conmderation,  that  it  is  in- 
dustry, whereto  jthe  public  state  of  the  world,  and  of  eadi 
commonweal  therein,  is  indebted  for  its  being,  in  all  con- 
veniences and  ^mbellif^meBts  belonging  to  life,  advanced 
above  rude  and  sordid  barbarism ;  yea,  whereto  mankind 
doth  owe  all  that  good  leaning,  that  morality,  those  im- 
provements of  soul,  which  elevaie  us  beyond  brutes. 

To  industrious  study  is  to  be  ascribed  the  invention  and 
perfection  of  all  those  arts  whereby  human  life  is  civilized, 
^d  the  world  cultivated  with  numberless  accommodations, 
ornaments,  and  beauties. 

All  the  comely,  the  stately,  the  pleasant,  and  useful 
works  which  we  do  view  with  delight,  or  enjoy  with  com- 
fort, industry  did  contrive  them,  industry  did  frame  them. 
Industry  reared  those  magnificent  fabrics,  and  those 
commodious  houses ;  it  formed  those  goodly  pictures  and 
statues ;  it  raised  those  convenient  causeways,  those  bridges, 
those  aqueducts ;  it  planted  those  fine  gardens  with  vari- 


f^tts  flowers  «nd  finiite^  it  dotbed  Aose  pkasant  fields  with  SERM. 
corn  and  grass ;  it  built  those  ships,  whereby  we  plough  the  ^^' 
S88S,  ceapiag  the  ooHunodities  of  foreign  re^ns.  It  hath 
subjeeted  all  <»e«itures  to  our  command  and  service,  ena- 
kHaig  us  to  suibdue  the  fiercest,  to  catch  the  wildest,  to  ren- 
der the  gentler  sort  most  tractable  and  useful  to  us.  It 
taught  us  fncMn  the  wool  of  the  sheep,  from  the  hair  of  the 
goat,  firom  the  labours  of  the  silk-worm,  to  weave  us  clothes 
to  keep  us  warm,  to  make  us  fine  and  gay.  It  helped  us 
from  the  inmost  bowels  of  die  earth  to  fetch  divers  needful 
tools  and  utensils. 

It  collected  mankind  into  cities,  and  compacted  them 
into  orderly  societies,  and  devised  wholesome  laws,  under 
shelter  whereof  we  enjoy  safety  and  peace,  wealth  and 
ploity,  mutual  succour  and  defence,  sweet  conversation  and 
beneficial  commerce. 

It  by  meditation  did  invent  all  those  sciences  whereby 
our  minds  are  enriched  and  ennobled,  our  manners  are  re- 
fined and  poliidied,  our  curiosity  is  satisfied,  our  hfe  is 
benefited  r. 

What  is  th^e  which  we  admire,  or  wherein  we  delight, 
ihaA  pleaseth  our  mind,  or  gratifieth  our  sense,  for  the 
jrhich  we  are  not  beholden  to  industry. 

Doth  any  country  flourish  in  wealth,  in  grandeur,  in  pros-  ^ 

perity  ?  It  must  be  imputed  to  industry,  to  the  industry  of 
its  governors  settling  good  order,  to  the  industry  of  its 
people  following  profitable  occupations:  so  did  Cato^  in 
that  notable  oration  of  his  in  Sallust,  tell  the  Roman  senate,  Cat  apud 
that  it  was  not  by  the  force  of  their  arms,  but  by  the  indus-  j^^looS. 
try  of  their  ancestors,  that  commonwealth  did  arise  to  such 
a  pitch  of  greatness.  When  sloth  creepeth  in,  then  all 
things  corrupt  and  decay ;  then  the  public  state  doth  sink 
into  disorder,  penury,  and  a  disgraceful  condition. 

12.  Industry  is  commended  to  us  by  all  sorts  of  exam- 
ples, deserving  our  regard  and  imitation.    All  nature  is  a 

'  Ut  Yariai  nsus  meditaxido  extunderet  artes 
Psulladm,  &&  Virg,  Gwrg,  i 
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SERM.  ^Py  ttc^'^^j  •^d  the  whole  world  a  glass,  wfaerm  we  may 
LI.      behold  this  duty  represented  to  us. 

^  We  may  eaaly  observe  every  creature  about  us  inces- 
santly working  toward  the  end  for  which  it  was  designed^ 
indefatigably  exercising  the  powers  with  which  it  is  endued^ 
diligently  observing  the  laws  of  its  creation.  Even  bongs 
void  of  reason,  of  sense,  of  Ufe  itself,  do  suggest  unto  us 
resemblances  of  industry ;  they  being  set  in  continual  action 
toward  the  effecting  reasonable  purposes,  conducing  to  the 
preservation  of  their  own  beings,  or  to  the  fii([therance  of 
common  good. 

The  heavens  do  roll  about  with  unwearied  motion ;  the 
sun  and  stars  do  perpetually  dart  their  influences;  the 
earth  is  ever  labouring  in  the  birth  and  nourishment  of 
plants ;  the  plants  are  drawing  sap,  and  sprouting  out  fruits 
and  seeds,  to  feed  us  and  propagate  themselves ;  the  rivers 
are  running,  the  seas  are  tossing,  the  winds  are  blustering, 
to  k^  the  elements  sweet  in  which  we  live, 
p^    .         Solomon  sendeth  us  to  the  ant,  and  biddeth  us  to  consu 
Ac  '        d^  her  way9^  which  provideth  her  meat  in  the  summer^  and 
gaihereth  herjbod  in  the  harvest.    Many  such  instructors 
we  may  find  in  nature;  the  like  industrious  providence  we 
may  observe  in  every  living  creature ;  we  may  see  this  run- 
ning  about,  that  swimming,  another  flying  -in  purveyance 
cyf  its  food  and  support 

If  we  look  up  higher  to  rational  and  intelligent  natures, 
still  more  noble  and  apposite  patterns  do  object  themselves 
to  us. 

Here  below  every  field,  every  shop,  every  street,  the 
hall,  the  exchange,  the  court  itself  (all  fiiil  of  business,  and 
fraught  with  the  fruits  of  industry)  do  mind  us  how  neces- 
sfixj  industry  is.  to  us. 

If  we  consult  history,  we  shall  there  find,  that  the  best 
men  have  been  most  industrious ;  that  all  great  persons, 
renowned  for  heroical  goodness,  (the  worthy  Patriarchfii, 
the  holy  Prophets,  the  blessed  Apostles,)  were  for  this 
most  commandable;  that,  neglecting  their  private  ease, 
they  did  undertake  difficult  epterprises,  they  did  undergo 
painful  labours  for  the  benefit  of  mankind ;  they  did  pass 
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their  days,  like  St.  Paul,  h  ximig  xai  ff^^^vff  in  labours  and  SERMi 
toilsome piUnSy  for  those  purposes.  ^^' 

Our  great  example,  the  life  of  our  blessed  Lord  himself,  scouxL 
what  was  it  but  one  continual  exercise  of  laboiir  ?  His  mind  ^''' 
did  ev^  stand  bent  in  careful  attention,  studying  to  do  good.  Acts  x. 
His  bod  J  was  ever  moving  in  wearisome  travail  to  the  same 
divine  intent. 

If  we  yet  soar  farther  in  our  meditation  to  the  superior 
regions,  we  shall  there  find  the  blessed  inhabitants  of  hea^ 
ven,  the  courtiers  and  ministers  of  God,  very  busy  and  ac- 
tive ;  they  do  vigilantly  wait  on  Giod^s  throne '  in  readiness 
to  receive  and  to  dispatch  his  commands ;  they  are  ever  on 
the  wing,  and  fly  about  like  lightning  to  do  his  pleasure*  PmO.  cui 
They  are  attentive  to  our  needs,  and  ever  ready  to  protect,  ^^^  7. 
to  asast,  to  relieve  usi  Especially,  they  are  dUigent  guar- so.  11. 
diansaod  succourers  of  good  men;  oficious  spirits^  seniBdhLlSi^ 
Jbrth  to  minister  for  the  heirs  of  salvation:  so  even  the  seat 
of  perfect  rest,  is  no  place  of  idleness. 
I   Yea,  €rod  himself,  although  immoveably  and  infinitely 
happy,  is  yet  immensely  careful,  and  everlastingly  busy : 
he  rested  once  from  that  great  work  of  creation;  but  yet^^iLf* 
Mif  Father,  saith  our  Lord,  leorAr^  still;  and  be  never*'*^^*^^'' 
'  will  rest  from  his  works  of  Providence  and  of  inraoe.     His  P«l-  <«»• 
eyes  continue  watchful  over  the    world,   and  his   hands  ^^di.  it.  la 
stretched  out  in  upholding  it     He  hath  a  singular  regard  ^  patm* 
to  every  creature,  supplying  the  needs  of  eaoh^  and  satis/if-  pgaL  ciIy. 
ifiy  the  desires  ofaBK  ^p^ 

And  shall  we  alone  be  idle,  while  all   things  are  so  91.  zr.  3. 
busy  ?  Shall  we  keep  6ur  hand»  in  our  bosom,  or  stretch  ^^'""^•^ 
ourselves  on  our  beds  of  laziness,  while  all   the   world  Gen.  zxzL 
about  us  is  hard  at  work  in  pursuing  the  designs  of  its  je^.  ^g;^ 
creation?     %all    we  be  wanting  to  ourselves,  while  so^^) 
many  things  labour  (ot  our  benefit?     Shall  not  such  a 
doud  of  examples  stir  us  to  some  industry  ?  Not  to  com* 
ply  with  so  universal  a  practice,  to  cross  all  the  world,  to 

'AyytXttl  Orph, 

*  O  ta  bone  omnipoieiify  qiu  sk  eons  imumquanque  niottnim  ttnqtuiia  SO^r 
lum  cuMp,  et  fieomnes  Uamptm  nuguloii    Aiig.  Cottf  17. 11. 
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SERM.  disagree  with  every  crei^ure,  k  it  Bst  very  monslRNi^iaid 
LI.      extravagant  ? 

I  should  close  alf  this  discourse  with  that,  at  which,  in 
pitching  on  this  subject,  I  chiefly  did  aim,  an  application 
exhortatory  to  ourselves,  urging  the  praetioe  of  this  virtue 
by  considerations  peculiar  to  us  as  scholars,  and  derived 
from  the  nature  of  our  calling.  But  the  doing  this  requir- 
ing a  larger  discourse  than  the  time  now  will  allow,  I  shall 
reserve  to  another  occasion ;  adding  only  one  oondderalion 
more. 

13i.  Lastly,,  if  we  consider,  we  shall  find  the  root  and 

souiveofall  the  inconveniences,  the  mischiefs,  the  wants  c^ 

which  we  are  so  apt  to  complain,  to  be  our  sloth ;  and  that 

there  is  hardly  any  of  them,  which  commonly  we  might  not 

easily  prevent  or  remove  by  industry.     Why  is  any  man  a 

beggar,  why  contemptible,  why  ignorant,  why  vicious,  why 

miserable  ?  Why,  but  for  this  one  reason,  because  he  is 

slothful ;  because  he  will  not  labour  to  rid  himself  of  those 

evils  ?  What  could  we  want,  if  we  would  but  take  the  pains 

to  seek  it,  eitiier  by  our  industry,  or  by  our  devotion  ?  For 

where  the  first  will  not  do,  the  second  cannot  fail  to  procure 

Jttn.  L  «.   any  good  thing  from  him,  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberaBg^ 

and  hath  promised  to  supply  the  defect  of  our  ability  by 

his  firee  bounty;  so  that  if  we  join  these  two  industries  (in- 

^inmt  \h^  dustrious  action,  and  industrious  prayer)  there  is  nothing 

Jui.'v.  1$. ^^  ^^  world  so  good,  or  so  great,  of  which,  if  we  are  ca^ 

n^M^«  pable,  we  may  not  assuredly  become  masters :  and  even  for 

jg^'  ^  Ig^  indusdry  itself,  especially  in  the  performance  of  all  our  du- 

BoDLzu.    ties  toward  God,  let  us  industriously  pray:  even  so.  The 

CoL  iv.  %   f^  tf  peace  sand^  us  whoU^y  and  make  us  perfect  in 

^Thcat.  T.  0xfefy  good  work  to  do  his  wiUj  working  in  us  that  which  is 

Hcb.i]n.    weUfdipasing  in  his  sight;   through  our  blessed  Saviour 

^^*  Jesus  Christy  to  whom  forever  be  all  giort/  and  praise. 

Amen. 


ma^ssBssatamaesa 


SERMON  LIL 


OP  INDUSTRY  IN  OUR  GENERAL  CALLING, 
AS  CHRISTIANS. 


Rom  xii.  11. 

Nc%  sk^hfid  in  business,  • 

Industry  is  a  very  eminent  virtue,  being  an  ingredient,  SERM. 
or  the  parent,  of  all  other  virtues,  of  constant  use  upon  all     I*!^* 
occasions,  and  having  influence  upon  all  our  afiairs.  " 

For  it  is  in  our  nature  framed ;  all  our  powers  of  soul 
and  body  being  fitted  for  it,  tending  to  it,  requiring  it  for 
their  preservation  and  perfection. 

We  were  designed  for  it  in  our  first  happy  state  ;  and 
upon  our  lapse  thence  were  farther  doomed  to  it,  as  the  sole 
remedy  of  our  needs  and  the  inconveniences  to  which  we 
became  exposed.     For, 

Without  it  we  cannot  well  sustain  or  secure  our  life  in 
the  enjoyment  of  any  comfort  or  ccmvenience ;  we  must 
work  to  earn  our  food,  our  clothing,  our  shelter ;  and  to 
supply  every  indigency  of  accommodations,  which  our  na*- 
ture  doth  crave. 

To  it  God  hath  annexed  the  best  and  most  denrable 
rewards;  success  to  our  undertakings,  wealth,,  honour^ 
wisdom,  virtue,  salvation;  all  wliich,  as  they  flow  from 
God^s  bounty,  and  depend  on  his  blessing ;  so  from  thepa 

•  T;  rnv^  f»Jk  MMifM.    SoliritrnKnc  noa  pigiL     Vnlg. 
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SERBL  lliey  are  usually  cooveyed  to  us  thxougfa  our  industry,  as 
^H'     the  oidinary  channel  and  instrument  of  attaining  them. 

It  is  requisite  to  us,  even  for  proourkig  ease,  and  pre- 
venting  a  necessity  of  immoderate  labour. 

It  is  in  itself  sweet  and  satisfactory ;  as  fredng  our  mind 
ficom  distraction,  and  wrecking  irresolution:  as  feeding  us 
with  good  hope,  and  yielding  a  foretaste  of  its  good  fruits. 

It  fumisheth  us  with  courage  to  attempt,  and  resolution 
to  achieve  things  needful,  worthy  of  us,  and  profitable  to 
us. 

It  is  attended  with  a  good  conscience,  and  cheerful  re- 
flections,  of  having  well  spent  our  time,  and  employed  our 
talents  to  good  advantage. 

It  sweeteneth  our  enjoyments,  and  seasoneth  our  attain- 
ments with  a  delightful  relish. 

It  is  die  guard  of  innocence,  and  barreth  out  tempta- 
tions to  vice,  to  wantonness,  to  vain  curiosity,  and  prag- 
maticalness. 

It  argueth  an  ingenuous  and  generous  disposition  of 
)50ul ;  aspiring  to  worthy  things,-  and  pursuing  them  in  the 
fairest  way;  disdaining  to  enjoy  the  commcHi  benefits,  or 
the  fruits  of  other  men^s  labour,  without  deserving  them 
from  the  world,  and  requiting  it  for  them. 

It  is  necessary  for  every  condition  and  station,  for  every 
calling,  for  every  relation ;  no  man  without  it  being  able 
to  deport  himself  well  in  any  state,  to  manage  any  business^ 
to  cUscharge  any  sort  of  duty. 

To  it  the  world  is  indebted  for  all  the  culture,  which 
advanceth  it  above  rude  and  sordid  barbarism ;  for  what- 
ever in  common  life  is  stately,  or  comely,  or  useful,  in^ 
dustry  hath  c(mtrived  it,  industry  hath  composed  and  fram- 
ed it 

It  is  recommended  to  us  by  all  sort  of  patterns  oonfii- 
derable;  for  all  nature  is  continually  busy  and  active  in 
tendency  toward  its  proper  designs ;  heaven  and  earth  do 
work  in  incessant  motion ;  every  living  creature  is  em- 
ployed in  prc^ging  for  its  susteiiance ;  the  blessed  spirits 
are  always  on  the  wing  in  diq>atching  the  commands  of 
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God,  and  mmiflterijig  8Uoc»ur  to  us ;  Ood  himself  is  ever  SERM. 
watchful,  and  ever  busy  in  preserving  the  world,  and  pro-     LI  I. 
viding  for  the  needs  of  every  creature.  — 

The  lives  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  of  all  the  Patriarchs, 
die  Prdphets,  the  Apostles,  the  Saints,  in  this  respect  have 
been  more  exemplary ;  no  virtue  being  more  conspicuous 
in  their  practice  than  industry  in  performing  the  hard  du- 
ties and  painful  tasks  imposed  on  them  for  the  service  of 
God,  and  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

Such  is  the  virtue  upon  which  I  have  formerly  discoursed 
in  general  and  at  large ;  but  shall  now  more  spedaily  oon- 
nder,  according  to  St  Paul's  prescription,  in  reference  to 
its  most  proper  matter,  business,  explaining  and  pressing 
it  accorfin^y. 

Be  not  doikfid  vn  businesSj  (that  is,  in  discharge  of  it,) 
CNT  to  business,  (that  is,  to  undertake  it:)  this  is  the  rule ; 
the  nature  and  needfulness  whoteof  we  shall  declare. 

By  tfgrou^,  business,  we  may  understand  any  object  of 
our  care  and  endeavours  which  doth  require  them,  and 
may  deserve  them ;  which  by  reason  of  its  difficulty  can- 
not well  be  acoompliriied  or  attained  without  them ;  and 
vluch  is  productive  of  some  fruit  or  recompense  answer- 
able to  them;  the  which  hath  operiB  causam,  a  need  of 
labour,  and  cperoB  pretium,  some  effect  worth  our  pains : 
if  it  be  not  such,  it  is  not  a  due  matter  of  virtuous  and 
laudable  industry. 

There  are  many  things,  about  wludi  men  with  great 
earnestness  employ  themselves,  called  business,  but  not 
deserving  that  name:  there  are  divers  spurious  kinds  of 
industry,  which  may  not  pretend  to  commendation,  but 
rather  do  merit  blame;  according  to  that  of  St.  Chry- 
sostom.  Labour  which  hath  no  profit,  cawnoi  obtain  any 
praise  **. 

There  is  a  xnatfvw^  a  vain  industry,  and  a  xoxodMi^dfa, 
a  naughty  industry,  both  agreeing  with  genuine  virtuous 
industry  in  the  act,  as  implying  careful  and  painfiil  acti- 

^  Xlim  Mw  »i^  tx9f9f  lyntfftiwwafTPf  Awmri^nntu    Chrymt.  torn*  ▼• 
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SERM.  vity,  but  discording  from  it  in  object  and  desigti ;  and  con- 

^^^-     sequently  in  worth  and  moral  esteem. 
""  Jliud  agere^  to  be  impertiiiently  bii8y»  dmng  that  which 

conduceth  to  no  good  purpose,  is  in  some  respect  worse  than 
to  do  nothing,  or  to  forbear  all  action ;  for  it  is  a  poflitive 
abuse  of  our  faculties,  and  trifling  with  God^s  gift8<^;  it  ia 
a  throwing  away  labour  and  care,  things  valuable  in  them- 
selves ;  it  is  often  a  running  out  of  the  way,  which  is  worse 
than  standing  still ;  it  is  a  debasing  our  reason,  and  de» 
dining  from  our  manhood,  nothing  being  more  foolish  or 
childish,  than  to  be  solicitous  and  serious  about  trifles:  for 
who  are  more  busy  and  active  than  children  ?  who  are  full- 
er of  thoughts  and  designs,  or  more  eager  in  prosecution 
of  them,  than  they  P  But  all  is  about  ridiculous  toys,  the 
shadows  of  business,  suggested  to  them  by  apish  curiosity 
and  imitation.  Of  such  industry  we  may  understand  that 
Eedcs.  z.  of  the  Preacher,  The  labour  of  the  JboUeh  wearieth  every 
^  one  of  them ;  for  that  a  man  soon  will  be  weary  of  that  la- 

bour, which  yieldeth  no  profit,  or  b^eficial  return. 

But  there  is  another  industry  worse  than  thai,  when 
men  are  very  busy  in  devising  and  compassing  mischiefs ; 
liukezziL  an  industry  whereof  the  Devil  afibrdeth  a  great  instance ; 
2Cor  iL  11  ^^^  ^^  cursed  fiend  is  very  diligent,  ever  watching  for  oc- 
casions to  supplant  us,  ever  plotting  methods  and  means  ' 
to  do  harm,  ever  driving  on  his  mischievous  designs  with 
Job  i.  T.     unwearied  activity ;  gomg  to  and, fro  %n  the  earth ;  nm- 
*  ning  about  as  a  roaring  /ton,  looking  for  prey,  and  seeking 
wohom  he  may  devour. 

And  his  wicked  brood  are  commonly  like  him,  being 


n  v^  rh  fav  tif  ti9m^X.n  v-tnTv,  ^  mhrn^i^f  Wf  ti  tnmd  t»  rm  wvfM^wrm  ^  Xv- 
nrixS^    Plui.  de  Commun,  JVof.  p.  1949.  edit.  Steph. 

"Sirt^m^tn  tuU  wnuf  ^auimt  XH"  «^<^^*  fminrai  JMti  Xiidiv  ira^iiMu  Arist. 
Eih.  X.  6. 

'H  Ivi  fux^s  ^wouih  fUfju^n  f  i^.     PUU,  IMi« 

Vid.  de  Glor.  AOu  p.  SSl.t 

Maj,  ofud  PhA,  Itf  Agofk. 
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wwifrsofmiquiiff^,  «#  «wiy^,  paii^Uiwm,  6i  wmS^^  men  S£RM. 
that  will  do  all  things ;  who  will  spare  no  paans^  nor  leiive     ^^^' 
any  stone  unturned,  for  satisfying  their  lusts,  and  aecom-PnLTL  & 
plishing  dieir  bod  designs. 

So  indeed  it  is,  that  as  no  great  good,  so  neither  can  any 
great  misdiief  be  effected  without  much  pains ;  and  if  we 
-consider  odier  the  characters  or  the  practices  of  those,  who 
have  been  famous  mischieMoefrs,  the  pests  of  mankind  and  CatiUne, 
disturbers  of  the  world,  we  diall  find  them  to  have  been  no  stOico^ 
sluggards.  ^^««"'  *^ 

These  two  sorts  of  vain  and  bad  industry  the  Prophet 
Isaiah  seemeth  to  describe  in  those  words;  They  JwOch^^^^  ^ 
cockatrice''  eggsyand  weave  the  spider^e  web ;  of  which  ex- 
pressions one  may  denote  mischievous,  theother  frivolous  di- 
ligence in  contrivance  or  execution  of  naughty  or  vain  de- 
signs ;  and  to  them  both  that  of  the  Prophet  Hosea  may  be 
referred;   7%i^  Aat;e «oiim  Mf  n^nd,  oimI  ^Ai!;y  «AdI  r^ ^ Hoi. liiL r« 
whirlwind  ;  guilt,  remorse,  and  punishment  being  the  con-^^g^ 
sequences  of  both.     And  of  them  both  common  experience  Pkjt.  xxii. 
doth  aflPord  very  frequent  and  obvious  instances,  a  great  h^,^  ^  ^^ 
part  of  human  life  being  taken  up  with  them.     For, 

How  assiduously  intent  and  eager  may  we  observe  men 
to  be  at  sports !  How  soon  will  they  rise  to  go  forth  to 
them  f  With  what  constancy  and  patience  will  they  toil  in 
them  ail  the  day  f  How  indefatigable  are  they  in  riding  and 
running  about  after  a  dog  or  a  hawk,  to  catch  a  poor  beast 
or  silly  bird ! 

How  long  will  men  sit  poring  on  th^  games,  dispensing 
with  their  food  and  sleep  for  it  e. 

How  long  and  serious  attention  will  men  yield  to  a  wan- 
ton play !  How  many  hours  will  they  contentedly  sit  there- 
at !  What  study  will  men  employ  on  jests  and  impertinent 
wit !  How  earnest  will  they  be  to  Satisfy  their  vain  curiosi- 
tjrj 

'  '£^ya4'«<  riir  e^txit*  Luke  xiU.  Vk 

*  2w4^m;#»  yMf  M  ^ikiutf^M  Wftrttf  hfM^s  &¥IT9I  ««4   Mt^tt,  ««)  SiUf^t  ^)«»^ 
^i^itu  Zri6.  Oral.  31. 
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SEH^f       How  in  such  cases  do  men  forget  what  they  are  dxm§ 

^^^'     that  sport  should  be  sport  f,  not  work ;  to  divert  and  relax 

us,  not  to  employ  and  busy  us;  to  take  off  our  minds  « 

little,  not  wholly  to  take  them  up;  not  to  exhaust  at  tire 

our  spirits,  but  to  refresh  and  die^r  them,  that  they  may 

become  more  iSt  for  grave  and  serious  occupations ! 

Jcr.  il  18.       ^ow  painful  will  others  be  in  hewing  them  oui  cisteme^ 

broken  cistema^  that  wiUhM  no  water ;  that  is,  in  immode^ 

rate  pursuit  of  worldly  deigns  !  How  studiously  will  they 

piod,  how  restlessly  will  they  trudge,  what  carking  and 

drudgery  will  they  endure  in  driving  on  projects  of  ambi» 

tion  and  avarice  !  What  will  not  they  gladly  do  cft  suffer,  to 

get  a  little  preferment,  or  a  little  profit !  It  was  a  common 

practice  of  old,  and  sure  the  world  is  not  greatly  mended 

PaLzxxiz.  since  the- Psalmist  did  thus  reflect.  Surely  every  man  walk-' 

^'  eih  in  a  vain  shew;  surely  th^ are  disquieted  in  vain :  he 

heapeth  up  riches,  and  cannot  teU  who  shall  gather  them. 

How  many  vigilant  and  stout  pursuers  are  there  of  sen- 
suality and  riotous  excess ;  such  as  those  of  whom  the  Pro- 
Im.  ▼.  11.  phet  speaketh,  Wounto  them  that  rise  up  earbf  in  themom^ 
tng,  that  they, may  JbOow  strong  drink  ;  ihai  continue  un^ 
til  nighty  tin  wine  inflame  them ! 

How  busy  (O  shame,  O  misery  !  how  fiercely  busy)  are 
some  in  accomplishing  designs  of  malice  and  revenge  !  How 
intent  are  some  to  overreach,  to  circumvent,  to  supplant  thdr 
neighbour  !  How  sore  pains  will  some  take  to  seduce,  cor- 
rupt, or  debauch  others !  How  active  will  some  be  in  sow* 
.  ing  strifes,  in  raising  factions,  in  fomenting  disorders  in 
the  world  !  How  many  industrious  slaves  hath  the  Devil  ^ 
who  will  spare  no  pains  about  any  kind  of  work,  which  he 
putteth  them  to  !  How  many  like  those  of  whom  the  Wise 
Proy.  i.  16.  Man  saith,  Their  Jbet  run  to  evil,  and  are  swifi  in  running 
iv.  IS.        to  mischief:  they  sleep  not,  except  they  have  done  mischief; 
and  their  sleep  is  taken  away,  unless  they  cause  some  tm 

'  Tf  ym^  Urt  wai^atrm  iu  irmi{uf,     PbU 
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Now  with  ail  these  labouren  we  may  well  expostulate  in   SESM, 
ibe  words  of  the  Pixyidiet;  Wherefbre  dn  ye  spend  motieyjbr     LiL 
Aat  whkh  is  not  breads  and  your  labour  Jbr  that  which  ea-  j^  y^^  ^^ 
Heflethnott 

Such  labours  are  unwcnthy  of  meO)  much  less  do  they 
beseem  Christians. 

It  becometh  us  not  as  rational  creatures  to  employ  the 
excellent  gifts  of  our  nature,  and  noUe  faculties  of  our  high- 
bom  soul,  the  forces  of  our  mind,  the  advantages  of  our 
fortune,  our  precious  time,  our  very  care  and  labour,  vain- 
ly or  unprofitably  upon  any  thing  base  or  mean :  beingthat 
our  reason  is  capable  of  achieving  great  and  worthy  things^ 
we  must  debase  it  by  stooping  to  regard  toys,  we  do  en^ 
tiemely  abuse  it  by  working  mishief. 

Much  more  doth  it  misbecome  us  as  Christians  (that  is, 
persons  devoted  to  so  hi^  a  calling,  who  have  so  worthy 
employments  assigned  to  us,  so  g^rious  hopes,  so  rich  en-Eph.  1 1$. 
couragements  proposed  to  us  for  our  work)  to  spend  our 
thoughts  and  endeavours  on  things  impertinent  to  our  great 
design,  or  mainly  thwarting  it  v« 

The  proper  matter  and  object  of  our  industry  (those  false 
ones  being  excluded)  is  true  business ;  or  that  which  is  in- 
cumbent  on  a  man  to  do,  either  in  way  of  duty,  being  re- 
.  quired  by  God,  or  by  dictate  of  reason,  as  conducing  to  some 
good  purpose ;  so  that  in  effect  it  will  turn  to  account,  and 
finally  in  advantageous  return  will  pay  him  for  his  labour 
of  n^nd  or  body ;  that  which  the  Wise  Bian  did  intend, 
when  he  advised.  Whatever  thy  hand  findeth  to  4<t>,  do  i^£eclef.is.  \ 
wiih  all  thy  might ;  whatever  thy  hand  find^tb,  that  is,  ^^* 
whatever  by  divine  appointment,  (by  the  command  or  pro- 
vidence of  God,)  or  which  upon  rational  deliberation,  doth 
occur  as  matter  of  our  action  ;  comprising  every  good  pur- 
pose and  reasonable  undertaking  incident  to  us. 

But  our  business,  according  to  the  holy  Apostle^s  intent, 
may  be  supposed  especially  to  be  the  work  of  our  calling ; 
to  which  each  man  hath  a  peculiar  obligation ;  and  which 
therefore  is  most  properly  bis  busdness,  or  jj  ani^  emphatic 
cally,  the  bu^ess  allotted  to  him. 
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SERM.  Now  (Us  buoness,  otur  caUing,  is  douUe;  our  federal 
^^^*  callii^,  which  k  cominan  to  us  all  AS  Ghristiaiis,  afid  our 
particular  calling,  which  pecuHarlj  bdongeth  to  us,  as 
placed  in  a  certain  station,  either  in  the  church  <^  state. 
In  both  whidb  voca^tions  that  we  are  much  obliged  and 
concerned  to  be  industrious,  shall  be  now  my  business  to 
declare. 

I.  As  to  our  general  calling,  (that  nMime,  that  heaven^ 
Iffy  that  bobf  Tocation  b,)  in  wluch  by  divine  grace,  acoord- 
iag  to  the  evangriical  diq)eiisati(Mi,  we  are  engaged,  that 
necessarily  requireth  and  most  highly  deserveth  from  us  a 
great  measure  of  industry ;  the  nature  and  design  of  it  re- 
quireth, the  fruit  and  result  of  it  deserveth  our  utmost  dili- 
gence ;  all  sloth  is  inconsistent  with  dischar^g  the  duties, 
with  enjoying  the  hopes,  with  obtaining  the  benefits  there- 
of.    For, 

It  is  a  state  of  continual  work,  and  is  expressed  in  terms 
importing  abundant,  incessant,  intense  care  and  pain ;  for 
PluL  iL  1?.  to  be  indeed  Christians,  We  must  work  out  our  salvation  with 
Bom.  it  i.fiar  and  iremhltng ;  we  must  Inf  patient  continuance  in  well 
CoLuie.  daing'Seek^^gior^^andhoTumryandimmortidUff.  Wemust 
l^"^  "^  waOc  woHhy  of  the  Lord,  to  aU  well  pleasing^  being Jruiifid 
Pha.  i.  11.  in  every  good  work.  We  must  be  rich  in  good  works,  and 
s/ie.*^'  ^JiU^  tt^  ^A^  Jruits  cf  righteousness,  which  are  by  Jesus 
jim.iii.1T.)  Christ  to  the  praise  andidory  of  God.    We  are  God's  work^ 

Eph.ii.  10.  ,.  ^    ^  ,      ^,^.     ^•^  ^  ,  ,  ... 

manshtp^  created  tn  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  whu:h 

God  haih  before  ordained  that  we  should  walk  in  them. 
I  Then.  t.      We  have  a  soul  to  save,  and  are  appointed  tSg  vt^nninm 
'*  tf&mjgks,  to  make  an  acquist  of  Salvation. 

We  have  a  mind  to  improve  with  virtue  and  wisdom, 

qualifying  us  for  entrance  into  heaven,  for  enjoyment  of 

God'^s  favour,  for  conversation  with  angels. 
lThesf.L9»     As  Christians  we  are  assumed  to  be  servants  of  God, 
Bom.yiL  ^jmj  readmitted  into  his  family,  from  which  for  our  disloy- 
Eph.  vu  19.alty  we  had  been  discarded;  so  that  as  he  was  our  na- 


^  'H  •»«  Kkn^tg,  PhiL  liL  14.   Kkn^tt  lirw^fs^s*  Hcb.  iii.  1.  "A^/'a  HXnfis> 
STim.  i  9.  (Eph.  i.  IS.  2  Then.  L  11.) 
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did  make  -us^  who  doth  maintain  us,  under  whose  protec- 
tion and  at  whose  disposal  we  subsist;   whence  we  are 
obliged  to  be  faithfully  dihgent  in  his  service ;  we  must. 
constantly  wait  upon  him  in  devotional  addresses ;  we  must  £ph.  v.  lo. 
carefully  study  to  know  his  pleasure ;  we  must  endeavour  i^^^  ^ 
ezacdy  to  perform  his  will,  and  obey  his  commands;  we|^ 
■must  strive  to  advance  his  glory,  to  promote  his  interest,  n^    ^^' 
to  improve  all  talents  and  advantages  committed  to  us  for  ^  ^^*  ^' 
those  purposes ;  we  must,  as  St  Paul  expresseth  it,  o/- 
wojfs  abound  in  the  work  tfihe  Lord. 

We  must  also  look  upon  our&elves  as  servants  of  Christ  CoL  iu.  94. 
our  Redeemer;  who  by  hia  blood  hath  purchased  us  to  him-  f  ^.^' 
self,  that  we  might  be  zealous  of  good  works ;  performing  23.  vi^  to. 
a  service  to  him,  which  eonsbteth  in  a  faithful  discharge  ^^^^  ^  ^^ 
manifold  duties,   and  in   pursuance  of  all  virtue;    with 
most  intent  aj^cation  of  mind,  with  expedite  prompti- 
tude, with  accurate  circumspection ;  giving  all  dUigtnoe,  2  Pet  L  5. 
.as  St  Peter  speaketh,  in  adding  one  virtue  to  another ;  ^J^llt' ,T«I 
being  ready ^  as  St  Paul  saith,  to  every  good  work^  and  »ir*«fj«r. 
seeing  that  we  walk  circumspecthfj   or  behave  ourselves  Eph!^.  15. 
exactly  according  to  the  rules  of  duty  in  all  our  conversation.  ^^^^^ 

This    service  requireth  of  us  assiduous  attendance  on  C£f— .  ^ 
works  of  piety  and  devodon ;  that  we  do  incessantly  ^'^oich^^^^^^ 
to  prayer i  that  we  always  give  thanks^  that  we  conHmudfyUom.  xu.  ' 
do  offer  up  the  sacrifice  ^praise  to  God.  Yrhm.  n 

It  demandeth  from  us  a  continual  labour  of  charity ;  17. 
that  we  serve  one  another  in  love ;  that  we  should  as  tt;^  i.   ^  ^^^^ 
have  opportunity^  work  good  to  aU  men^  that  we  should  ^  '^'^  ^• 
always  pursue  good  toward  one  another ,  and  toward  afi£ph.  ▼.  20. 

It  obligeth  us  with  au  our  powers  to  pursue  peace  irith  15. 
all  men^  (which,  considering  our  ni^tural  peevishness,  pride,  *  J^^»^ 
and  perverseness,  is  f^ften  no  easy  task,  and  that  we  doi^xn^* 
4ir(M.^iiy^  studiously  endeavour  to  keep  iJie  unity  tfthe  spirit^  T*  ^^ 
in  the  bond  oj peace.  Gal  vi.  lo. 

It  chargeth  on  us  contentedly  and  patiently  to  undergo '^J^*'**' 
whatever  God  doth   impose  of  burden  or  sufferance,  so  i  Thew.  ?. 
Ko.  xii.  18.  £2  l»yar»f.  Eph.  iv.  3.  Hcb.  xiL  14.  2  Tim.  ii  2S- 
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SERM.  that  patience  have  Us  perfect  worTc ;  and  it  is  a  crabbed 
^^^'     work  to  bend  our  stiff  inclinations,  to  quell  our  refractory 
5am.  L  4.  passions,  to  make  our  stiurdj  humour  buckle  thereto. 

It  doth  exact  that  we  should  govern  and  regulate  accord- 
ing to  very  strict  and  severe  laws  all  the  faculties  of  our 
soul,  all  the  members  of  our  body,  all  internal  motions,  dnd 
all  external  actions  proceeding  from  us;  that  we  should 
check  our  inclinations,  curb  our  appetites,  and  compose  our 
passions;  that  we  should  guard  our  hearts  from  vain 
thoughts  and  bad  desires;  that  we  should  bridle  our  tongues 
/  from  evil  and  from  idle  discourses ;  that  we  should  order 
our  steps  in  the  straight  way  of  righteousness,  not  deflect- 
ing to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  service  how  many  rough  difficul- 
ties are  there  to  be  surmounted,  how  many  great  obstacles 
to  be  removed,  how  many  stout  oppositions  to  be  encoun- 
tered, how  many  potent  enemies  to  be  vanquished,,  how 
many  sore  hardships,  crosses,  and  tribulations  to  be  endured ! 
How  shrewd  a  task  must  we  find  it  to  circumcise  our 
hearts,  to  mortify  our  earthly  members,  to  crucify  our 
flesh  with  its  affections  and  lusts,  to  pull  out  our  right 
eyes,  and  cut  off  our 'right  hands,  to  renounce  our  worldly 
interests,  to  hate  our  nearest  relations,  to  take  up  and  bear 
our  cross,  whenever  conscience  and  duty  shall  call  us 
thereto ! 

Our  calling,  therefore,  doth  require  great  industry ;  and 

the  business  of  it  consequently  is  well  represented  by  those 

performances,  which  demand  the  greatest  intention,  and 

laborious  activity ;  it  is  styled  ewerciee,  (agonistic  and  as- 

iTim.  iT.7.  <^tic  exercjse ;    ydfim^t  aavrhv  ^  sutfiCuov,   Exercise  ihy-^ 

A^  xxiv.  ggi^  fQ  godliness ;  and  i»  ro6ry  Se  ain-hg  Sufxwj  Herein  I  ex^ 

Heb.  ziL    erdse  myself^  to  have  always  a  conscience  void  of  offknce 

^^'  toward  God  and  toward  men ;)  wresttingj  (f^i^^  i  «t£Xi},  our 

£ph.TLi2.  wrestHiig  is  not  only  against  Jlesh  and  bloody  but  against 

1  Cor.^  'principalities  and  powers  \)  running  a  race^  (Let  us  run 

|4-.  ...       mA  patience  the  race  Aat  is  set  before  us :  So  run  that  ye 

2Tim.  iv.  7.  ''^^  obtain :  I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the 

iTim.  i  18,  ^igf^  calling ;)  a  warfare^  a  combating^  {War  a  good  war-^ 
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Jbre^,  holding  faiA  and  a  good  conscience :  Fight  the  good  ^£^}^ 
Jight :  TTum  therefore  endure  hardship^  as  a  good  soldier  of    LI  I. 
Jesus  Christ:  Every  man  thai  strivethjbr  the  mastery  i*  ,j,^  . 
temperate  in  aU  things ;)  offering  violence^  (Tfie  kingdom  in 
qf  heaven  stfffersth  violence^  and  the  violent  take  it  hyjbrce;)  \  Co^i^  ^ 
wixtchingi  (Let  us  not  sleep  as  do  others^  but  let  us  watch  2^* 
and  be  sober :  Watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  thejatth,  quit  you  ij.******* 
lUce.men,  be  strong :  Watch  andprajf,  thai  ye  enter  not  in^  i  1%«b>  ^* 
to  temptation,)  l'Ccir.xvL 

Hence  ^  the  precepts  importing  the  general   tenor    of^^ 
Christian  practice  are  usually  couched  in  terms  implying  41.  zxiv. 
great  sedulity  and  contention  of  soul ;  ^\ywiijt9%f  Strive  **• 
to  enter  in  at  the  straight  gate  i  Let  us  labour  therefore  to^i. 
enter  into  that  rest :  Labour  notjbr  the  meat  that  perisheth,  J.  ^^*  J:  |[ 
tmtjbr  that  meat  which  endureth  to  everlasting  life,     Givexvi  15. 
diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  election  sure.     Gird  up  I'f^ 
the  loins  of  your  mind,   be   sober,  and  hope  to  the  end,  I'^tMfti* 
Wherefore,  brethren,  seeing  that  ye  locJc  Jor  stich  thingSy^^^^^  H. 
be  diligent,  that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without  'E^y^/'^^ 
^9ot  and  blameless.  '  ^^gM^vru 

Such  is  the  work  o^  oUr  general  calling,  and  so  much  in-  ^  j^^  ?•  J^ 
dustry  it  challengeth  from  us ;  with  great  reason  indeed,  for  Luke  xiL 
that  such  work  is  needful  to  our  happiness,  and  tliat  our  la-  ^-    ^  j^ 
bour  will  certunly  be  rewarded  therewith.  %  Feu  iii- 

The  work  indeed  of  itself  is  most  Worthy  to  employ  lis,  ^*' 
doth  most  become  us,  doth  much  adorn  us,  doth  best  befit 
our  £vine  extraction  and  large  capacity  ;  is  the  noblest,  the 
handsomest^  the  sweetest  employment  that  could  take  us  ^^^ . 
up :  but  we  have  also  the  greatest  inducements  and  encou*36< 
ragements  possible  for  our  industry  therein. 

There  are,  by  the  divine  bounty  and  mercy,  wages  as* 
signed  abundantly  correspondent  to  our  work,  yea,  infinite-    ' 
ly  surpassing  it ;  there  is  rOSti  fuSbg,  a  great  (or  a  mani- ..        ^^^ 
fold)  hire  for  our  slender  and  simple  performances ;  ther6 
are  several  noble  prizes  highly  worth  our  striving  for  With 
our  Utmost  strength  and  contention  of  soul. 

In  recompense  thereof  we  shall  assuredly  gain  even  here 
in  this  transitory  state  the  special  favour  and  love  of  God, 

VOL.  III.  s 
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SERM.  with  hjs  constant  protection  and- care  for  our  good  i;  his 
LH*  faithful  direction  and  friendly  assistance  to  guide  us  and 
P8xxiciv.9.  uphold  us  in  all  our  ways,  to  bless  and  prosper  our  under- 
ixxxiv.  1 1,  takings,  to  supply  us  in  our  needs,  and  comfort  us  in  our 
xxx^  3,  distresses ;  so  that  we  shall  lack  fioOiing  that  is  good,  that 
!?'    .  ,^  no  evil  shaU  liappen  to  us,  that  all  things  shall  concur  and 

Ps.  xa.  10.  ^  ,        J.- 

Prov.  xxL    co-operate  for  our  benefit 

V*      ...        We  shall  thereby  taste  the  satisfaction  of  a  calm  mind, 
38.  and  a  sound  conscience,  quickened  by  the  consolations  of 

CoL  iu.  15.  the  divine  spirit ;  the  peace  of  God  ruling  in  our  hearti^ 
PhiLiv.7.  jg^f^ichpasseth  att  understanding. 

We  shall  afterward,  when  this  motnent  is  passed  over^ 
and  our  short  day^s  work  dispatched,  receive  from  6od*s 
bountiful  hand  an  inconceivable  affluence  of  good  things. 
Jam.  i.  U.  an  eternal  permanence  of  life ;  undisturbed  rest,  inde^dtible 
J  ^•^^^*n;^aZ/A,  ineffable  joy,  incorruptible  glory,  a  kingdom  tin. 
25.  shakable. 

Johniy.ss.     He^  saith  our  Lord,  tiust  reapeth  receiveih  wageSy  and 

gaiherethJruU  unto  life  everlasting. 
•AwWii—     To  them,  swth  St  Paul,  who,  by  patient  conHnuance  «»» 
^*^"'  ^*  well  dtmgy  seek  Jbr  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortality^ 

God  in  recompense  wiU  bestow  eternal  Ufh.     And, 
2  Tim.  W.       /  have,  saith  that  blessed  labourer  of  him8elf,^>?ii^  Ae 
'^•^         good  Jlght,  I  have  finished  my  course,  1  have  kept  the 
faith;  h^ncf/brOi  there  is  hid  upjbr  me  a  crown  qfrighte^ 
ousness. 

What  more  effectual  spur  or  incentive  can  there  be  to 

industry  in  this  business,  than  lo  consider  that  which  St. 

Eph.vi  8.Paul  BO  often  doth  inculcate;  Knowing  ihai  whatsoever 

*  ^^'-  ^-    good  ihifng  any  man  doeth,  ihe  same  (a  recompense  for  the 

Cfll  iiL  24.same)  he  shall  receive  of  the  Lord;  and  knowing  that  (in 

consideration  of  our  service  done  to  the  Lord)  ^  ihe  lard 

we  shall  receive  the  reward  of  the  inlieritance  f 

What  exhortation  can  be  more  firmly  grounded,  or 
1  Cor.  XV.  strongly  backed,  than  is  that  of  the  Apostle,  There/ore^ 

i  Rom.xlv.  18.    Helfa»rin  these  diingi  semth  ChiuW  is  aooepdble  t» 
God,  and  approved  of  xneo. 
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ffijf  hreikren,  he  peHeadfbtij  unmoveMe^  always  abounding  SERM. 
w  the  work  of  the  Lardy  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your     ^^^^ 
idnmr  isnaiin  vam  in  the  Lord  f  "" 

May  it  not  fdao  miich  «ncounige  us  to  industry,  to  be  as* 
sored,  that  not  only  the  kind  <^  our  work,  but  the  degree 
of  our  labour  shall  be  considered  and  requited,  in  just  pro- 
portion ;  so.  that  the  harder  we  work,  the  higher  we  shall 
be  rewarded ;  for  io  each  onCj  saith  our  Lord,  the  Son  qf^^*^n* 
Mam  ^aU  render  a  reward  xarSt  r^v  ^jpognr  a«r«,  according'  to  ^M^tuxn. 
hiaperfbrmance.    Every  one^  saith  St.  Paul,  ehtdl  receive  ^^ 
^av  fu^bf  xartob  rh  1^  jUniWy  hie  proper  reward  according  to  Re?:  xxu. 
\ts  proper  work ;  whence  we  have  reason  to  observe  St.  j|'^^^' 
'  >hn^s  advice,  Look  io  yourselves,  thmt  ye  lose  not  Aose  t\. 
ingswhichyehaveguinedybutthatye receive ajidlreward.  Ji"^*  ^ 
To  be  ne^^nt  «r  slcdifid  in  such  a  case,  fw  want  of  tf'^'«^'<;^n- 
fittie  care  and  pains  to  forfeit  such  advantages,  what  a  j»ty,  c^*^" 
what  a  foliy  is  it !  Were  an  opportunity  presented,  by  a  ^  *^<^  ^ 
little  minding  our  business,  4uid  bestirring  ourselves,  to  pm. 
cure  a  fair  estate,  or  a  good  peferment,  would  not  he  be 
deemed  mad  or  sottish,  who  should  sit  still,  and  forego  that 
hisadvantage?  How  nradiniarewildnessiBit  to  bedrowsy 
and  duggidi  in  this  case,  tfaeseby  losing  eternal  bliss  and 
glory  !  WeUtherefim  might  the  Apostle  say,fliw  *AaB  we  Hck  a  s, 
escape,  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation  f  How  diall  we  es- 
cape,  not  only  the  sin  and  guilt  of  basest  ingratitude  to. 
ward  him  that  graciously  doth  offer  it,  but  the  imputatioa 
of  most  wretched  foUy,  in  b^g  so  mudi  wanting  to  our 
own  interest  and  wdfare  f 

Is  it  not  a  sad  thing,  a  woful  riiame,  to  observe  what 
pains  men  will  throw  away  upon  things  of  small  or  no 
oonoemraent  to  them  ?  yea,  what  toil  and  drudgery  they 
will  sust^n  in  the  service  of  Satan,  in  pursuit  of  sin,  in  the 
gratification  of  Aeir  vanities  and  lusts  P 

What  pains  will  a  covetous  wretch  take  in  scrajHng  for 
pelf!  How  will  he  rack  his  mind  with  carking  solicitude 
to  get,  to  keep,  to  spare  it !    How  will  he  tire  his  sjri.  ^ 
rits  with  restless  travail  f  How  will  he  pindi  his  carcase 
for  want  of  what   nftture  craveth !    What  infamy   and 
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SERM.  obloquy  will  he  eitdure  for  his  niggardly  parsimony  and 
^**-      sordidness! 


How  much  labour  will  an  ambitious  fop  undergo  for 
preferment,  or  tain  honour !  To  how  many  tedious  at- 
tendances, to  how  pitiful  servilities  will  he  submit !  What 
sore  crosses  "and  disappointments  will  he  swallow !  What 
affronts  and  indignities^  will  he  patiently  digest,  without 
desisting  from  his  enterprize ! 
1  Cor.  ix.  How  will  a  man,  as  St.  Paul  observed,  vAwa  eyx^anlh- 
10^0/,  endure  all  painful  abstinence  and  continence,  in  or- 
der to  the  obtaining  a  comiptible  crown^  a  fading  garland 
of  bays,  a  puff  of  vain  applause ! 

What  diligence  will  men  use  to  compass  the  enjoyment  of 
forbidden  pleasures  !  how  watchful  in  catching  opportuni- 
ties, how  eager  in  quest  of  them  will  they  be  !  What  diffi- 
culties will  they  undertake,  what  hazards  will  they  incur, 
what  damages  and  inconveniences  will  they  sustain,  rather 
than  fail  of  satisfying  their  desires! 

What  achings  of  head  and  heart ;  what  pangs  of  mind, 
and  gripes  of  conscience ;  what  anxieties  of  regret  and  fear, 
will  every  worker  of  iniquity  undergo  !  So  faithful  friends 
hath  this  vain  and  evil  world ;  so  diligent  servants  hath  the 
accursed  lord  thereof;  so  careful  and  laborious  will  men  be 
to  destroy  and  damn  themselves.     O  that  we  could  be  will, 
ing  to  spend  as  much  care  and  pains  in  the  service  of  our 
-Chryf.        God  !  O  that  we  were  as  true  friends  of  ourselves  !  O  that 
^'    *      we  could  be  as  industrious  for  our  salvation !  that  is,  in  the 
business  of  our  general  calling :  which  having  considered, 
let  us  proceed  to  the  other  business  belonging  to  us,  which  is, 
II.  The  business  of  our  particular  calling ;  that  in  refer- 
1  Cor.  viL  cnce  whereto  St  Paul  doth  prescribe,  Every  man  as  the 
^7>  ^-       Lord  hath  called  him^  so  let  him  walk.    Let  every  man 
abide  in  the  same  caUing  wherein  he  was  caUed ;  let  him 
so   abide,    as   faithfully  to  prosecute  the  work,  and  dis- 
charge the   duty   of  it ;  the  doing  which  otherwhere  he 
1  Thcss.  W.termeth   ^rgiketftn  ra  73ra,  to  do  our  own  business^  (working 
Eph.iv.sa*''^  ^^''^  Aancb,^  and  enjoineth  it  in  oppontion  to  those 
two  great  pests  of  life,  ^oth  and  pragmatical  curiosity ; 


Qflnduitry  in  our  general  Callings  as  Christiam.  63 

or  the  n^ect  of  our  own,  and  meddliDg  with  other  nien^s  SERM. 
affairs.  L^^- 

This  the  Apostle  nameth  our  ai^Kfigf,  because  we  are  call- 
ed  or  appointed  thereto  by  divine  Providence ;  for  he  sup- 
poseth  and  taketh  it  for  granted,  that  to  each  man  in  this 
world  God  hath  assigned  a  certain  station,  unto  which  pecu- 
liar action  is  suited ;  in  which  station  he  biddeth  him  quietly 
to  abide,  till  Providence  fairly  doth  translate  him,  and  during  i  Cor.  m 
his  abode  therein  diligently  to  execute  the  work  thereof. 

Every  man  is  a  member  of  a  double  body  ;  of  the  civil 
coDomaonwealth,  and  of  the  Christian  church :  in  relation 
to  the  latter  whereof  St.  Paul  telleth  us,  (and  what  he 
saith  by  parity  of  reason  may  be  referred  likewise  to  the 
former,)  that  God  hath  aet  the  members  every  one  in  the  i  Cor.  ziL 
bodg^  09  iipkaseth  him ;  and  as  it  is  in  the  natural,  so  it 
is  in  every  political  and  spiritual  body,  every  member  hath 
its  proper  use  and  function  $  All  members j  saith  St.  Paul,  Rom.  si 
have  not  r^r  aMi¥  vfi^svj  the  same  office^  oit  the  same  work 
and  operation ;  yet  every  one  hath  some  work.  There  is 
no  member  designed  to  be  idle  or  useless,  ovrnferriBg  no 
benefit  to  Uie  whole;  but  the  whole  bodsfj  saith  the£ph.iy.  16. 
Apostle,  Jidy  joined  together  ^  and  compacted  by  that  which 
every  Joint  supplieth^  according  to  the  effectual  working  in 
the  measure  ^  every  part  maketh  increase  of  the  body^  unto 
the  ed&fifing  itself  in  love ;  each  member  doth  conspire  and 
co-operate  to  the  stren^^h,  nourishment,  thriving,,  and  wel- 
fare of  the  whole. 

Every  man  (who  continueth  a  man,  in  his  senses,  or  in^Eu^ye:*  &• 
any  good  degree  of  natural  integrity)  is  by  God  endowed  ^|^^®jj|'* 
with  competent  abilities  to  discharge  some  function  useful  17. 
to  common  good,  or  at  kast  needful  to  his  own  suste* 
nance ;  to  every  one  some  talent  is  committed,  which  in 
subordination  to  Grod'*8  service  he  niay  improve,  to  the  be^ 
nefit  of  the  world,  God'^s  temporal,  or  of  the  church,  God'^s 
spiritual  kingdom. 

It  is  plainly  necessary,  that  the  greatest  part  of  men 
should  have  a  determinate  work  allotted  to  them,  that 
they  may  support  their  life  and  get  their  food,  without 
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SERM.  being  injurious,  cSetrnwe,  or  butdenaome  to  others;  for 

LII.     their  living  they  muBt  either  follow  some  trade,  or.  they 

must  shark  and  filch,  or  they  mustb^  or  they  must  starva 

And  the  rest  are  obliged  to  do  sonewhat  oimdueiUe 

to  public  goed,  thai  they  stay  deserve  to  live;  far  a  dvone 

shcHiId  not  be  among  the  bees,  nor  hath  r^ht  to  devour  the 

honey.    If  any  man  doth  pretend,  or  presume,  that  he 

hath  nothing  to  do  but  to  eat,  to  aleqi,  to  play,  to  huigfa, 

to  enjoy  his  ease,  his  pleasure,  his  humour,  he  ther^  doth 

as  it  were  disckum  a  reasonable  title  <£  living  among  men, 

and  sharing  in  the  fruits  of  their  industry ;  he,  in  St.  Paulas 

t  Thm.  lii.  judgment,  should  be  debarred  of  food,  for  thie^  saith  the 

^^  holy  Apostle,  we  conmamdei  jfou^  ihalk  if  onjf  mtan  wmUL 

not  work  J  neiff^er  ehoM  he  eai. 

Such  an  one  in  the  body  of  men,  what  is  he  but  ai| 
unnatural  excrescence,  sucking  nutriment  fimn  it,  without 
yielding  ornament  or  use  ?  What  is  he  but  a  wen  de- 
forming  and  encumbering  the  body,  or  a  canker  infesting 
and  corrupting  it  ?- 

As  no  ipan  (at  least  with  decency,  convenienee,  and 
comfort)  can  live  in  the  world,  without  hmg  obhged  to 
divers  other  men  for  their  help  in  providing  accommodjv 
tions  for  him ;  so  justice  and  ingenuity,  corroborated  by 
divine  sanctions,  do  require  of  him,  that  in  commutation 
he,  one  way  or  other,  should  undertake  some  pains  le- 
dounding  to  the  benefit  of  others. 

So  hath  the  great  Author  of  order  distributed  the  rasks 
and  offices  of  men  in  order  to  mutual  benefit  and  comfort,^ 
that  one  man  should  plough,  another  ^ash,  another 
grind,  another  labour  at  the  forge,  anotftr  knit  or  weave, 
another  sail,  another  trade,  another  supervise  all  these, 
labouring  to  keep  them  all  in  order  and  peace ;  that  one 
should  work  with  his  hands  and  .feet,  another  with  hb 
head  and  t<mgue ;  all  conspiring  to  one  common  end,  the 
welfare  of  the  whole,  and  the  supply  of  what  is  useful  to 
each  particular  member ;  every  man  so  reciprocally  oblig- 
ing and  being  obliged ;  the  prince  being  obliged  to  the 
husbandmen  for  his  bread,  to  the  weaver  for  his  dbthes, 


€^Iniu9try  t»  our  general  caMingy  m  Christians.  55 

lo  the  inafOD  for  hk  p^tUm^  to  the  smith  for  his  sword ;   SERM. 
those  being  all  obliged  to  him  for  his  vigilant  care  in  pro-      ^^^' 
lecting  them,  for  their  security  in  pursuing  the  work,  and 
wjoing  the  fhnt  of  their  induatvy . 

50  eiFcry  mm  bath  a  calling  imd  proper  bufliness ;  where. 
to  that  industry  is  required,  I  need  not  much  to  prove,  the 
thing  itself  v^feaaon  and  experienee  being  so  clearly  evi. 
^nt :  for  wtmt  bu^nesa  can  be  well  €^patehed,  what  su<>- 
cess  cim  be  expected  to  any  undertaking,  in  what  calling 
eaa  any  man  thrive,  without  industry  ?  What  business  is 
there  that  wiU  go  cm  of  itsetf,  or  proo^  td  any  good  issue, 
if  we  do  ncyt  earefuUy  look  to  it,  steadUy  hold  it  in  its  course, 
constantly  push  and  drive  it  forward  ?  It  is  true,  as  in  na- 
ture, no  in  all  affairs,  Nihil  moveiwmmoium,  nothing  mov* 
eth  without  being  moved. 

Our  own  interest  should  move  us  to  be  industrious  in 
€Mir  ealting,  that  we  may  obtain  die  good  effects  of  being  so 
in  a  oorafortaUe  and  creditable  subnstenoe;  that  we  may  not 
suffer  the  damages  and  wants,  the  disappointments  and  dis* 
graces  ensuing  on  sloth ;  but  the  chief  motive  should  be 
fixnn  piety  and  conscienoe ;  for  that  it  is  9  duty  which  we 
owe  to  God.  For  God  having  placed  us  in  our  station,  he 
having  apportioned  to  us  our  task,  we  being  in  transaction 
of  our  bufiiness  his  servants,  we  do  owe  to  him  that  neces- 1  Cor  W.  9, 
nary  property  of  good  servants,  without  which  fidelity  can- 
not sub^t ;  for  how  can  he  be  looked  on  as  a  faithful  ser- 
▼ant,  who  doth  not  effectually  perform  the  work  charged 
on  him,  or  diligently  execute  the  orders  of  his  master  ? 

51  Paul  doth  enjoin  servants,  that  they  should  in  a//CoLuLS2. 
mmigs  obey  their  nuutere^  with  conscientious  regard  to  1  Cor.  vu. 
God,  as  ther^  performing  service  to  God,  and  expecting  ^^*  ^ 
recompense  from  him :  and  of  princes  he  saith,  that  ihey, 

in  dispensation  of  justice,  enacting  laws,  imposing  taxes, 
and  all  political  administrations,  are  the  miniaters  of  Godj  Rom.  ziii. 
Krg^ana^rs^BSimgf  attending  constantfy  upon  this  very  thing :  ^' 
and  if  these  extremes,  the  highest  and  lowest  of  all  voca- 
tions,  are  services  of  God ;  if  the  highest  upon  that  score 
be  tied  to  so  much  diligeflce,  then  surely  all  middle  places, 

£4 


50    Of  Industry  in  our  general  CaJUng,  as  Christians. 

f^RNf.  upon  the  same  account  of  consdenoe  toward  God,  do  exact 
Li  I.     no  less. 

If  he  that  hath  one  talent,  and  he  that  hath  ten,  must 
both  improve  them  for  Grod'^s  interest;  then  he  that  hath 
two,  or  three,  or  more,  is  obliged  to  the  same  duty  jhto* 
portionably. 

Every  one  should  consider  the  world  as 'the  fiimily  of 
Eph.  m.  15.  that  great   Paterfamilias,   of  whom  tiie  whole  fimSby  m 
heaven  and  earth  is  named,  and  himself  as  an  officer  or 
servant  therein,  by  God'^s  will  and  designation  constituted 
in  that  employment,  into  which  Providence  hath  cast  him ; 
to  confer,  in  his  order  and  way,  somewhat  toward  a  pro- 
vision for  the  maintenance  of  himself,  and  of  his  fellow- 
Matt,  xxiv.  servants.     Of  a  superior  officer  our  Lord  saith,   Who  is 
Luke  xiL    ^^  Jaiihfid  and  wise  servanij  whom  his  Lord  hath  mads 
^^:  ruler  over  his  housekoldj  to  give  them  their  meat  in  duesea^ 

son?  So  the  greatest  men  are  ^  stewards,  treasurers, 
comptroUers,  or  purveyors ;  the  rest  are  inferior  servants, 
in  their  proper  rank  and  capacity. 

And  he  that  with  diligence  performeth  his  respective 
duty  (be  it  high  and  honourable,  or  mean  and  contemptible 
in  outward  appearance)  will  please  God,  as  keeping  good 
order,  and  as  being  useful  to  his  service ;  so  that,  upon 

1  Cor.  ziT.  the  reckoning,  Grod  will  say  to  him,  WeU  done,  good  and 
Matt.  xxT.  J^^V^  servant^  thou  hast  beenjaiikful  over  a  Jew  things  ; 
21.  /  win  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things :  enter  thou  into 

the  Joy  of  thy  Lord.     But  he  that  doeth  otherwise  (behaving 
himself  carelessly  or  slug^shly  in  his  business)  will  offend 
Crod,  as  committing  disorder,  and  as  being  unprofitable. 
He  committeth  disorder,  according  to  that  of  St.  Paul ; 

2  The«.iii  We  hear  there  are  some,  which  walk  among  you  disorderly, 
^'  not  working  at  oS.     His  sc^ntcnce  and  doom  will  be,  ac- 

Matt  zzv.  cording  to  our  Lord,  O  thou  wicked  and  shthfid  servant--^ 

26,30.       Cast  the  unprqfitabk  servant  into  utter  darkness  ^  which 

words  are  spoken  iu  relation  to  one,  who  being  a  slatterer, 

or  sluggard  in  his  calling,  did  not  improve  the  special  ta< 

lent  intrusted  with  him  for  God^s  service. 

In  fine,  if  we  are  conscientiously  industrious  in  our  vo- 
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cation,  we  shall  assuredly  find  the  blessing  of  God  thereon;  SERM^ 
and  that  he  thereby  will  convey  good  success,  comfort,  com-  Li  I. 
petent  wealth,  a  fair  reputation,  all  desirable  good  unto  us; 
for  as  all  these  things  are  promised  to  industry,  so  the  pro- 
mise (^specially  doth  belong  to  that  industry,  which  a  man 
doth  exercise  in  an  orderly  course  of  action  in  his  own  way; 
or  rather  in  Code's  way,  wherein  divine  Providence  hath  set 
him, 

An  irregular  of  impertinent  laboriousness,  out  of  a  man^s 
calling  or  sphere ;  a  being  diligent  in  other  men^s  affairs,  in- 
vading their  office,  (as  if  I  a  priest  will  be  trading,  a  layman 
preaching,)  may  not  claim  the  benefit  of  those  promises,  or 
the  blessings  of  industry ;  but  a  husbandman,  who,  with 
conscientious  regard  to  God,  and  confidence  in  him',  is  pain-  pro^.  ^  ^ 
ful  in  tilling  his  ground,  may  expect  a  good  crop ;  a  mer-*""*  l^- 
rhant,  who  (upon  the  same  principle,  with  the  like  disposi- 
tion) earnestly  followeth  his  trade,  may  hope  for  safe  voy- 
ages and  good  markets ;  a  prince  carefully  minding  his  af- 
fairs may  look  for  peace  and  prosperity  to  his  country  ;  a 
scholar  studying  hard  may  be  well  assured  of  getting  know- 
ledge, and  finding  truth :  all,  who  with  honest  diligence 
constantly  do  pursue  their  business,  may  confidently  and 
cheerfully  hope  to  reap  the  advantages  suitable  to  it  from  the 
favourable  blessing  of  God.  So  that  we  have  all  reason  to 
observe  the  Apostle's  precept,  Not  to  be  slothful  in  btisiness. 

I  should  apply  this  doctrine  to  our  own  case,  urging  its 
practice  by  considerations  peculiar  to  our  vocation:  but 
having  already  passed  the  bounds  of  time,  I  reserve  the 
doing  it  to  another  opportunity. 

Now  the  God  of  peace  sanctify  you  whoUy^  and  make  \  qva.  r, 
jpu  perfect  in  every  good  work  to  do  his  witty  zcorJcing  in  ^     ... 
you  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  oqrto. 
blessed  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom  for  ever*  be  ajl  glo- 
^y  and  praise.    Amen. 


SERMON  LIII. 


OF  INDUSTRY  IN  OUR  PARTICULAR  CALLING, 
AS  GENTLEMEN. 


Bqm  xii.  11. 

Nat  shtl^id  in  bu^ness. 

SERM.  I  HATS  largely  treated  upon  the  duty  recommended  in 
LLII.  this  precept,  and  urged  the  obfleryaBce  of  it  in  general,  at-a 
distance :  I  now  intend  more  particularly  and  closely  to  ap- 
ply it,  in  reference  to  those  persons  who  seem  more  eqpe- 
dally  obliged  to  it,  and  whose  observing  it  may  prove  of 
greatest  consequenoe  to  public  good ;  the  which  iqpplicatioii 
may  also  be  most  suitable  and  profitable  to  this  audience* 
Those  persons  are  of  two  sorts;  the  one  Grentlemen,  the 
other  Scholars. 

I.  The  first  place,  as  dvility  demandetfa,  we  assign  to 
Gentlemen,  or  persim^  of  eminent  rank  in  the  world,  well 
allied,  graced  with  honour,  and  furnished  with  wealth :  the 
which  sort  of  persons  I  conceive  in  a  high  degree  obliged 
to  exercise  industry  in  bumness. 

This  at  first  hearing  may  seem  a  Kttle  paradoxical  and 
strange ;  for  who  have  less  business  than  Gentlemen  ?  who 
do  need  less  industry  than  they?  He  that  hath  a  fiur 
estate,  and  can  Uve  on  his  means,  what  hath  he  to  do, 
what  labour  or  trouble  can  be  exacted  of  him,  what  hath 
he  to  think  on,  or  trouble  hb  head  with,  but  how  to 
invent  recreations  and  pastimes  to  divert  himself,  and 
^pend  his  .waste  leisure  pleasantly  P  Why  should  not  he 
pe  allowed  to  enjoy  himself,  and  the  benefits  which  nfr- 


mi* 
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ture  or  i«rtune  b^re  freely  cBspensed  to  him,  ag  he  thinketh  SERM, 
best,  without  offence  ?  Why  may  he  not  say  with  the  rich     ^^1^- 
man  in  the  Gospel  Sauly  Hum  haai  much  goods  laid  upjhr  LukexiL 
mmy  jfears :  take  thine  ecue^  eat^  drink^  and  be  merry  f  Is  ^^* 
it  not  fxfteii  said  by  the  Wise  Man,  that  there  is  noihia^  Eodes. ». 
b§tter  wider  the  eun^  than  thai  a  tuofi  shaidd  make  his  «»^l\^  ^~' 
^  ^fyV  g^^  ^  ^  eheerfttl  and  oomibrtaUe  fruition  of  his  15. 
estate?  According  to  the  passable  notion  and  definition. 
What  is  a  Gentleman  but  his  pleasure  f 

If  thsa  be  true,  if  a  Gendeman  be  nothing  else  but  this, 
tben  truly  he  is  a  sad  {Hece,  the  moat  inconsidefablie,  the 
most  despicable,  the  most  pitiful  and  wretched  creature  in 
the  world :  if  it  ia  his  prinl^ge  to  do  nothing,  it  is  his 
privil^e  to  he  most  unhappy ;  and  to  be  so  will  be  his 
fate,  if  he  live  according  to  it  ^  for  he  that  ia  of  no  worth 
or  use^  who  produceth  no  beneficial  fruit,  who  perfoemeth 
no  service  to  Ckid,  or  to  the  world,  what  title  can  he  have 
to  happiaess  ?  What  capacity  thereof  P  What  reward  can 
he  claim  ?  What  comfort  can  he  feel  P  To  what  temptationa 
ia  he  exposed  J  Wbai  guilts  will  he  incur ! 

But  in  truth  it  ip  far  otherwise  i  to  suppose  that  a  Gen- 
tkman  is  loose  from  business,  is  a  great  miatake ;  for  in- 
deed no  man  hath  more  to  doy  no  man  lieth  under  greater 
engagements  to  industry  than  he. 

He  is  deeply  obhged  tP  be  continually  busy  in  more  ways 
than  other  men,  who  have  but  one  simple  calling  or  occupi^ 
tion  allotted  to  them ;  and  that  upon  a  triple  account;  in 
reqpect  to  God,  to  the  world,  and  to  himself. 

1.  He  is  first  obliged  to  eootinual  employment  in  respect 
ioQod. 

He,  out  of  a  grateful  rq;ard  to  divine  bounty  for  tlie 
^nmnency  of  his  station,  adorned  with  dignity  and  repute, 
for  the  plentiful  acconunodations  and  comforta  o(  his  life, 
for  his  exemption  from  those  jHncfaing  wants,  those 
meaner  pures^  those  sordid  entertainments,  and  those  toil- 
some  drudgeries,  to  wUch  other  men  are  subject,  is  bound 
to  be  more  diligent  in  God>  service,  employing  all  the 
advantages  of  his  state  to  the  glory  of  his  munificent  Bo- 
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S£RM.  nefactor,  to  whose  good  providence  alone  he  doth  owe  them; 
^^^'    for  who  makeih  him  to ^&ffer  frota  another?  And  whaihaih 

I  Cor.  W.  he  that  he  did  not  receive  from  God^s  free  bounty  ? 

^'  In  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  his  fortune,  his  heart 

should  be  enlarged  with  a  thankful  sense  of  Grod^s  good- 
ness to  him ;  his  mouth  should  ever  be  filled  with  ac- 
knowledgment and  praise ;  he  should  always  be  ready  to 
express  his  grateful  resentment  of  so  great  and  peculiar 
obligations. 

He  should  dedicate  larger  portions  of  that  free  leisure 
which  Grod  hath  granted  to  him,  in  waiting  upon  God,  and 
constant  performances  of  devotion. 

He,  in  frequently  reflecting  on  the  particular  ample 
favours  of  Grod  to  him,  should  imitate  the  holy  Psalmist, 
that  illustrious  pattern  of  great  and  fortunate  men ;  say- 
ing after  him,  with  hb  spirit  and  disposition  of  soul  ^  Thou 

PsbLIxzL  haetlnwightmetogreathcmouryandeorn/brtedmeonevety 
eide ;  there/are  xoUl  J  praiee  thee  and  th^  Jaith/idnesef  O 
God. 

PsaLxxz.       Lord^  by  thjf  favour  thou  host  made  my  mountain  to 

7.  M».  fL  ^^^  strong!  Thou  hast  setmyfiet  in  a  large  room:  Thou 


preparest  a  table  before  me  :'^Thou  anointest  my  head  toiik 
PmL  zxz.  ot/,  my  cup  runneth  aver  ;^^to  the  end  that  my  glory  mag 
6  7.'^  '  ^'^  P^oise  unto  ihee^  and  not  be  silent :  The  Lord  is  the 
portion  of  mine  inheritance^  and  of  my  cup ;  thou  mmntain-* 
est  my  lot.  The  lines  areJaUen  unto  me  in  pleasant  places  ; 
yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage ;  therefore,  /  unU  bless  the 
Lord. 

In  conceiving  such  meditations,  his  head  and  his  heart 
should  constantly  be  employed ;  as  also  in  contriving  ways 
of  declaring  and  discharging  real  gratitude ;  asking  him- 
Pi.cxTi.i2.  self.  What  shaB  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefitsf 
What  shall  I  render  to  him,  not  only  as  a  man,  for  all 
the  ^fts  of  nature ;  as  a  Christian,  for  all  the  Uesnngs  of 
grace ;  but  as  a  Gentleman  also,  for  the  many  advantages 
of  this  my  condition,  beyond  so  many  of  my  brethren,  by 
special  Providence  indulged  to  me  ? 

He  hath  ail  the  comopton  duties  of  piety,  of  charity,  of 
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.  sobriety 9  to  discharge  with  6deKty;   for  being  a  Gentlemu  SERM« 
doth  not  exempt  him  firom  being  a  Christian,  but  rather    ^^^^ 
more  stictly  doth  engage  him  to  be  such  in  a  higher  degree 
than  others ;  it  is  an  obligation  peculiarly  incumbent  on 
him,  in  return  for  God^s  peculiar  favours,  to  pay  6bd  all  ' 
due  obedience,  and  to  exercise  himself  in  all  good  works ; 
disobedience  being  a  more  heinous  crime  in  him  than  in 
others,  who  have  not  such  encouragements  to  serve  GkxL 

His  obedience  may  be  inculcated  by  those  arguments 
which  Joshua  and  Samuel  did  use  in  pressing  it  on  the 
Israelites ;  Only^  said  Samuel,  Jkar  the  Lord,  and  serve  i  S«n«  zii 
bim  in  trtUh  ;  for  consider  how  great  ihmgs  God  hath  done, 
for  you.     And,  /  have  given  youj  saith  God  by  Joshua,  a«^<^'  ^^^^ 
land  for  which  ye  did  not  labour,  and  cities  which  ye  buiU    ' 
not ;  and  ye  dwell  in  them ;  ^  the  vineyards  and  olive-> 
yards  which  ye  planted  not,  do  ye  eat.    Now  there/brefear 
the  Lord,  and  serve  him  in  sincerity  and  in  truth. 

His  disobedience  may  be  a^rravated,  as  Nehemiah  did 
that  of  the  Israelites:  They  took  strong  cities  and  ^f^SebeiD.  iz. 
land,  and  possessed  houses  full  of  all  goods,  zoeUs  digged,  2^>  &c. 
vineyards  and  oRveyards,  amlfidt-trees  in  abundance ;  so  vu3i!^u  s. 
they  did  eat  and  were  filed,  and  became  fat ;  and  delighted^^'  ii*  7. 
themselves  in  thy  great  goodness ;  nevertheless  they  were  7.' 
disobedient,  and  rebelled  against  thee,  and  cast  thy  law  be^  L^™*  ^^* 
hind  tfieir  backs — They  have  not  served  thee  in  their  king^t  Sam.  liL 
dom,  and  In  thy  great  goodness,  which  thou  gavesl  them  ;  iV^q^ 
neither  turned  they  from  their  wicked  works.,  zvL  26»8&) 

A  Gentleman  hath  more  talents  committed  to  him,  and 
consequently  more  employment  required  of  him:  if  a 
rustic  labourer,  or  a  mechanic  artisan,  hath  one  talent,  a 
Gentleman  hath  ten ;  he  hath  innate  vigour  of  spirit,  and 
height  of  courage  fortified  by  use ;  he  hath  accomplish- 
ment and  refinement  of  parts  by  liberal  education ;  he 
hath  the  succours  of  parentage,  alliance,  and  friendship; 
he  hath  wealth,  he  hath  honour,  he  hath  power  and  au- 
thority, he  hath  command  of  time  and  leisure;  he  hath x^uke six. 
so  many  precious  and  useful  talents  entrusted  to  him,  not  ><>•  ^ 
to  be  wrapped  up  ma  napkin,  or  hidden  under  ground ;  25. 


SE  RM.  not  to  be  sqnaiidoned  away  in  private  satisfiictiom ;  but^^ 
^^-  negatiatian^  to  be  put  out  to  use,  to  be  itnproyed  in  the 
Ti^yfui'  BBOst  advantageous  way  to  <3od^8  flervice:  Every  talent 
£Mr«r^.  ^^h  require  a  panicmlar  <uire  and  psin^  to  manage  it  well. 
IS.  He  particularly  \&  God's  steward^  entnutt«d  with  God^s . 

'^^"^  substance  for  the  sustenance  and  supply  of  (Jod's  familj ; 
^9Mt.  xxv.  to  relieve  bis  fellow-servants  in  their  need,  upon  seasonable 
Vi^i!m.  occMifflons,  by  ho^jitality,  mer^,  and  dunitaUe  benefi. 
1^  ^  cence :  accortbi^  to  that  intimatian  of  our  Lord,  Who  is 
^Trl^x**'^^*^^^  ^^  ^^  a*«wird,  whom  bis  Lord  shaU  make 
TO  iiM.  ruler  (^his  kousehoUL  toffivs  Asm  their  portion  mnd  meat 
42.  Ml  due  season  f    And  aooorauig  to  those  apostohcal  pre-' 

TLk^iiTfiM.    «ept8,  As  every  irne  Ant*  receitted  agift^  (or  .qiecial  fkvoar) 
10^^  ^^*    even  so  mitiister  the  same  toone  another^  asgmistewards  of 
1  Tim.  ru  the  mamfdd  grace  tf  God:  and.  Charge  the  rich  in  this 
i^>^^'       Tcorldy^thai  they  do ^od^  thai  fhey  he  ruA  is^ good  works^ 
ready  to  distriimtey  wUUng  to  oommnnkate. 

And  he  that  is  obhged  to  purvey  for  so  many,  and  so 
to  abound  in  good  works,  how  am  he  want  bouness  ?  How 
oan  he  pretend  to  a  writ  of  ease  f 

Surely  that  Gentleman  is  very  biind,  and  ^ery  basreeii 
of  invention,  who  is  to  seek  for  work  ^t  for  him,  or  oan- 
not  easily  discern  many  leoiplojrments  belongii^  to  him,  of 
great  concern  and  consequence. 

It  is  easy  to  prompt  and  shew  him  many  businesses,  in-- 
dispensibly  belonging  to  him,  as  such. 

It  is  his  business  to  minister  relief  to  his  poor  neigh* 

'hours,  in  their  wants  and  distresses,  by  his  wealth.     It  is 

Ids  bu»ness  to  direct  and  advise  the  ignorant,  to  codifort 

the  afflicted,  to  reclaim  the  wicked,  and  encourage  the 

good,  by  his  wisdom.     It  is  his  business  to  protect  the 

^  weak,  to  rescue  the  oppressed,  to  ease  those  who  groan 

under  heavy  burdens,  by  his  power ;  to  be  such  a  Gren- 

Job  zzzi    tleman  and  so  employed  as  Job  was;  who  did  not  eat  his 

^^*  ^^      morsel  alone^  so  that  thejatherless  did  not  eat  thereof;  who 

Jdb  nxf .   ^^  ^^^  toUhhM  the  poorjrom  their  desire^  or  cause  the  eyes 

^^:     .      of  tJie  widow  toJaU ;  who  did  not  see  any  perish  Jbr  want 

13.        '    of  clothings  or  any  poor  without  covering;  who  delivered 


ike  poor  thai  criedy  and  ike  JbOhtrkiS^  and  him  thai  had  SERltf« 
none  to  hdp  him.  LIII. 

It  18  his  buainess  to  be  hospitable ;  Imd  and  helpful  to  i  Pet,  w.  9. 
fltmngen ;  fottowing  those  noble  Grentkm^i,  Abraham  and  Heb.  im. 
Lot,  who  were  00  ready  to  invite  and  entertain  strangers  114,11.  xIl 
with  bountiful  courtesy.  JJ^ 

It  is  his  business  to  maintain  peace,  vbA  appease  dissen-i.  ^  1. 
aons  among  his  neighbours,  interposii^  his  counsel  and 
authority  in  order  thereto:  whereto  he  hath  that  bmve 
Gentleman,  Moses,  reoenunended  for  his  pattern*  Exod.ii.l3. 

It  is  his  bufliness  to  ptomote  the  welfare  and  prosperity     ^"^  ^^ 
of  his  country  wkh  his  best  endeaTours,  and  by  aU  his  in- 
terest ;  in  wUch  practaoe  the  sacred  History  dodi  propound  (Jndg.  ▼.».) 
Avers  gaUant  Gentlemen  (Joseph,  Moses,  Samuel,  Nehe- 
Biiah,  Daaid,  Mordecai,  and  all  such  renowned  patriots) 
to  guide  him. 

It  is  his  business  to  govem  Us  family  wdl ;  to  educate  Josh,  nir. 
his  children  ien  piety  and  virtue ;  to  keep  his  servants  in  p^  ^ 
good  ordeit. 

It  fe  his  business  to  look  to  his  estate,  and  to  keep  it 
Irain  wasting;  that  be  may  sustain  the  repute  of  his  per- 
8dii  said  quality  with  dec^icy ;  that  he  may  be  fiiinished 
with  ability  to  do  good,  may  provide  well  f<Mr  his  liunily, 
may  be  hoqiitable,  may  have  wherewith  to  help  his  bredirai; 
fer  i^  Bocaedkig  to  St  Paul^  injunction,  a  man  should  imrJb  MttOfS^u. 
wUh  his  own  handi,  thai  he  fnay  have  eomewhai  to  inymrt^^^^'  ^ 
#0  him  Aai  needeth,  then  must  he  that  hath  an  estate  be 
eareAil  to  pteserve  it,  for  the  same  good  purpose. 

It  is  his  business  to.  cultivate  his  mmd  with  knowledge, 
with  generous  dii^Kiatbns,  with  all  worthy  aeoomptish- 
ments  befitting  his  condition,  aad  qualifying  him  for  ho- 
nourable action ;  so  that  he  may  excel,  and  bear  himself 
above  the  vulgar  level,  no  less  in  real  mwaid  worA,  than 
in  exterior  garb ;  that  he  be  not  a  Gentleman  merely  in 
name  or  db^r. 

It  IS  his  business  (and  that  no  slight  or  easy  founness)  to^^^ 
eschew  the  vices,  to  check  the  passions,  to  withstand  the^^°^ 
temptations,  to  which  his  condition  »  tiafaie;  taking  heedn,, 
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SERM*  that  his  wealth,  honour,  apd  power  do  not  betray  him  unto 

LI  1 1,    pride,  insolence,  or  contempt  of  his  poorer  brethren ;  unto 

"  injustice  or  oppression  ;  unto  luxury  and  riotous  excess ; 

unto  sloth,  stupidity,  forgetfiilness  of  God,  and  irreligious 

profaneness. 

It  is  a  business  especially  incumbent  on  him  to  be  care* 
ful  of  his  ways,  that  they  may  have  good  influence  on 
otliers,  who  are  apt  to  look  upon  him  as  their  guide  and 
pattern* 

He  should  labouif  and  study  to  be  a  leader  unto  virtue^ 
and  a  notable  promoter  thereof;  directing  and  exciting 
men  thereto  by  his  exemplary  conversation ;  encouraging, 
them  by  his  countenance  and  authority;  rewarding  the 
goodness  of  meaner  people  by  his  bounty  and  favour :  he 
should  be  such  a  Gentleman  as  Noah,  who  preached  righi* 
eousness  by  his  words  and  works  before  a  profane  world* 

Such  particular  affiurs  hath  every  person  of  quality, 
credit,  wealth,  and  interest,  allotted  to  him  by  God,  and 
laid  on  him  as  duties ;  the  which  to  discharge  faithfully^ 
will  enough  employ  a  man,  and  doth  require  industry, 
much  care,  much  pains ;  excluding  sloth  and  negligence  ^ 
so  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  sluggard  to  be  a  worthy  Gr^i- 
tleman,  virtuously  disposed^  a  charitable  neighbour,  a  good 
patriot,  a  good  husband  of  his  estate ;  any  tlung  of  that,  to 
,  whidi  God,  by  aetting  him  in  sueh  a  station,  doth  call 
him. 

Thus  is  a  Gentleman  obliged  to  iiidustry  in  respect  of 
God,  who  justly  doth  exact  those  labours  of  piety,  charity^ 
and  all  virtue  from  him.     Farther, 

S.  He  hath  also  obligations  to  mankind,  demanding  in« 
dustry  from  him,  upon  accounts  of  common  humanity,  equi- 
ty, and  ingenuity ;  for, 

How  can  he  fairly  subsist  upon  the  comnxm  industry  of 
mankind,  without  bearing  a  share  thereof?  How  can  he 
well  satisfy  himself  to  dwell  statelily,  to  feed  daintily,  to 
be  finely  clad,  to  maintain  a  pompous  retinue,  merely 
upon  the  sweat  and  toil  of  others,  without  himself  ren* 
dering  a  compensation,   or  making  some  competent  re* 


turns  of  care  and  pain,  redomding  to  the  good  of  his  SERBI. 
neighbour?  ^"^' 

How  can  he  jusdy  claim,  or  reasonably  expect  from  the 
world  the  respect  agreeable  to  his  rank,  if  he  doth  not  by 
worthy  performances  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  it  ?  Can  men 
be  obfiged  to  r^azd  those,  iix»n  whom  they  receive  no 
good? 

If  no  Grentleman  be  tied  to  serre  the  public,  or  to 
yield  help  in  sustaining  the  common  burdens,  and  sup- 
plying the  needs  of  Humkind,  then  is  the  whole  order 
merely  a  burden,  and  an  afience  to  the  world ;  a  race 
of  drones,  a  peck  of  cyphers  in  the  commonwealth,  stand- 
ing for  nothing,  d^jserrmg  po  oonakleration  or  regafd  : 
and  if  any  are  bound,  then  all  are;  for  why  dwuld  the 
whole  bmrdeil  lie  on  some^  while  otibers  are  exenqpited  ? 

It  is  indeed  supposed,  that  ail  are  bound  thereto,  seeing 
that  all  have  leoompenses  puUidy  allowed  to  diem  upon 
socfa  ccmaiderRdons ;  divas  lespeets  and  privileges  pecu- 
liar to  the  order,  grounded  upon  this  supposition,  that 
they  deserve  sfich  advantages  by  oonferring  notable  be- 
nefit  to  the  public;  the  which  indeed  it  were  an  ano* 
ganoe  to  seek,  and  an  iniquity  to  accept  for  doing  no- 
tlnng. 

It  is  an  insufferable  pride  for  any  man  to  pretend  or 
conceit  hilnseif  to  difier  so  much  frovn  his  brethren,  that 
he  may  be  allowed  to  live  in  ease  and  sloth,  while  the 
rest  of  mankind  are  subject  to  oolitinual.toil.  aad  trouble. 
Moreover, 

9,  A  Gentleman  is  boiuid  to  be  industrious  for  his  own 
sake;  it  is  a  duty  whidi  he  oweth  to  himself,  to  his  ho^ 
ucrar,  to  his  interest,  to  his  welfore.  He  eannot  without 
industry  continue  like  himself,  or  maintain  the  honous 
and  repute  becooting  his  quality  and  state,  or  secure  him^ 
self  fnxn'  contempt  and  disgcsee;  for  to  be  honourable 
and  slothful  are  things  inconsistent,  seeing  honour  doth 
not  grow,  nor  can  subsist  without  undertaking  worthy 
designs,  constantly  pursuipg  them,  and  hi^pily  achieviiig 

VOL.  III.  F 
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6ERM.  them;  it  is  the  fruit  and  rewMid  of  such  aotiiMUv  ^cb  aw 
LIII.     not  performed  with  ease. 

External  reapect  and  a  aemblanoeof  himour,  for  the  sake 
of  puUic  order,  may  be  due  to  an  exterior  rank  or  title: 
but  to  pay  this,  is  not  to  honour  the  person,  but  his  title ; 
because  it  is  supposed,  that  men  of  real  worth  and  use  do 
bear  it ;  or  lest,  by  refuong  it  to  one,  the  whole  otdtf 
may  seem  disrespeoled :  but  yet  true  honour,  or  mental 
esteem,  is  not  due  upon  such  accounts;  nor  is  it  posnUe 
to  reader  it  unio  any  person,  who  doth  not  by  worthy  qua«- 
hties  and  good  deeds  appear  to  merit  it 

Nor  can  a  Gentleman  without  industry  iqf^ld  his  real 
interests  against  the  attempts  of  envy,  of  treacheiy,  of 
flattery,  of  fljoophantcy,  of  avarioe,  to  which  his  oondition 
is  obnoxious :  to  preserve  his  wealth  and  estate,  winch  are 
the  supportsof  his  quah^,  he  must  endure  care  and  pains; 
otherwise  he  will  by  greedy  harpes  and  crsfty  lurchers  be 
rifled  or  eostfied  of  his  substuoe;  it  will  of  itself  go  to 
wreck,  and  be  embexalcd  by  nqpUgenoe. 

He  cannot  without  industry  guard  his  personal  welfare 
from  manifold  inconveniences^  niolestalions,  and  misdiiefa; 
idleness  itself  will  be  very  trnddesonie  and  irksome  to  him. 
His  time  will  lie  upon  his  hands,  as  a  pestering  inoum- 
fanmoe.  His  nnnd  will  be  infested  with  varioas  dbtiac- 
tkiOB  and  distempers;  vain  and  sad  thoughts,  foul  lu&ts, 
and  unquiet  passions  will  spring  up  therein,  as  weeds  in  a 
neglected  soiL  His  body  will  languish  and  become  des« 
titute  of  health,  of  vigour,  erf*  activity,  for  want  of  due  ex- 
cret8&  All  the  miadiiefs,  which  naturally  do  spring  from 
sloth  and  stupidi^^  will  seise  upon  him. 

4k  Thus,  iqpon  various  aooounts,  a  Gentlanan  is  en. 
gUged  to  business,  and  concemed  to  exerose  industry 
therm:  we  may  add,  that  indeed  the  very  nature  of 
gentih^,  or  the  true  notion  of  a  Gentleman,  doth  imply 
somudk 

For  what,  I  pray,  is  a  Geotieman,  what  properties  hath 
he,  what  qualities  axe  characteristical  or  peculiar  to  him,- 
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wberebj  he  is  distinguished  from  athen,  and  fsited  above  SS&U. 
the  vulgar?  Are  they  not  especially  two,  courage  mwi  ^^^^' 
courtesy  P  which  he  ^t  wanteth  b  not  otherwise  than 
equivocally  a  Gentleman,  as  am  image  or  a  oamae  is  a 
man;  without  which,  gentifity  in  a  oonspicuous  flcgree  is 
no  more  than  a  rskn  show,  cnr  an  emp^  naaie :  aad  tbeaa 
plainly  do  involve  industry,  do  exclude  aiotUalnesa;  for 
courage  doth  prompt  boldly  to  nndotake,  and  resolutely 
to  dispatch  great  enterprizes  and  employments  of  difficuL* 
ty :  it  is  not  seen  in  a  flaunting  garfa,  or  strutting  deport, 
ment ;  not  in  hectoriy,  ruffian-like  i^aggering  or  huffing ; 
not  in  high  looks  or  big  words ;  but  in  stout  and  gaUant 
deeds,  employing  vigour  of  mind  and  heart  to  acUeva 
them :  how  can  a  man  other^se  approve  bknself  fiir  cmt«> 
rageous,  than  by  signalii^ng  him#elf  in  such  a  way  i 

And  fbr  courtesy,  how  otherwise  can  it  be  weU  di^faiy- 
ed  than  in  sednlous  activity  for  the  good  of  msn  f  It  stire^ 
ly  doth  not  consist  in  modish  forms  e£  address,  or  ccMspli^ 
mental  expresaons,  or  h<Mcm  pvofessioils,  comnmily  void 
of  meaning,  or  of  sincerity;  but  in  real  performances  of 
beneficence,  when  oecasson  doth  invite,  and  in  waiting  for 
opportumties  to  do  good ;  ^  which  praeliee  is  accoiB|Mi^ 
nied  with  some  care  and  pain,  adding  a  price  to  it ;  fiir  aa 
easy  courtesy  is  therefore  ^mall,  because  eflny,  and  may  be 
deemed  to  proceed  rather  from  ordinary  humanity,  than 
Itchu  gentle  disposition ;  so  that,  in  fine,  he  alone  doth  ap- 
pear  truly  a  Grmtleman,  who  hath  the  heart  to  undergo 
hard  tasks  for  public  good,  and  willingly  taketh  pains  to 
oblige  his  neighbours  and  friends. 

6.  The  work  indeed  of  Gentlemen  is  not  so  gross,  but 
it  may  be  as  smart  and  painful,  as  any  other.  For  all 
hard  work  is  not  manual ;  there  are  other  instruments  of 
action  beside  the  plough,  the  spade,  the  hammer,  the 
shuttle:  nor  doth  every  work  produce  sweat,  and  visible 
tiring  of  body :  the  head  may  work  hard  in  contrivance  of 
good  deagns ;  the  tongue  may  be  very  active  in  dispens- 
ing  advice,  persuasion,  comfort,  and  edification  in  virtue ; 
a  man  may  bistir  himself  in  gotng  abaifi  to  do  good :  these 
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SERM..are  works  employing  the  cleanly  industry  of  a  Gentle- 
JLIIl. 


'  "■"■""  A  In  such  works  it  was,  that  the  truest  and  greatest 
pattern  of  gentility  that  ever  was,  did  employ  himself. 
Who  was  that  P  Even  our  Lord  himself;  for  he  had  no 
particular  trade  or  profession :  no  man  can  be  more  loose 
from  any  engagement  to  the  wcnrld  than  he  was ;  no  man 
had  less  need  of  business  or  pains-taking  than  he ;  for  he 
had  a  vast  estate,  being  heir  qf  all  ihingSy  all  the  world 
being  at  his  .disposal;  yea,  infinitely  more,  it  being  in 
his  power  with  a  word  to  create  whatever  he  would  to 
serve  his  need,  or  satisfy  his  pleasure ;  omnipotency  being 
his  treasure  and  supply ;  he  had  a  retinue  of  angels  to 
wait  on  him,  and  minister  to  him;   whatever  sufficiency 

la.  liiL  iLany  man  can  fancy  to  himself  to  dispense  with  his  taking 
pains,  that  bad  he  in  a  far  higher  d^ree :  yet  did  he  find 
work  for  himself,  and  amtinually  was  employed  in  per- 
forming service  to  God,  and  imparting  benefits  to  men ; 
nor  was  ever  industry  exercised  upon  earth  qomparable  to 
his. 

Gendemen  therefore  would  do  well  to  make  him  the 
pattam  of  their  life,  to  whose  industry  they  must  be  be- 
holden for  thor  salvation:  in  order  whereto  we  r^conoh 
mend  Aem  to  hu  grace. 


SERMON  LIV. 


OF  INDUSTRY  IN  OUR  PARTICULAR  CALLING, 
AS  SCHOLARS. 


Rom.  xiL  11. 

Not  slothfid  in  business. 

I  psoc&BB  itfthe  other  sort  oS  peraoiis,  whom  we  did  pro*  SERM. 
pound,  namely,  LIV. 

II.  Scholars;  and  that  on  them  particularly  great  en- 
gagements  do  lie  to  be  industrious,  is  most  evident  from 
various  considerations. 

The  nature  and  design  of  this  calling  doth  suppose  in- 
dustry ;  the  matter  and  extent  of  it  doth  require  industry ;  . 
the  worth  of  it  doth  highly  deserve  industry.    We  are  in 
special  gratitude  to  God,  in  charity  to  men,  in  due  regard 
to  ourselves,  bound  unto  it 

1.  First,  I  say,  the  nature  and  design  of  our  calling  doth  Eedcs.  u. 
suppose  industry :    There  ii^  saith  the  divine  Preacher,  a*^' 
man  whose  labour  is  in  wisdom^  in  knowledge^  and  in  equi- 
iy.    Such  men  are  Scholars ;  so  that  we  are  indeed  no  Scho- 
lars^  but  absurd  usurpers  of  the  name,  if  we  are  not  labo- 
rious ;  for  what  is  a  Scholar  but  one  who  retireth  his  per« 
son,  and  avocateth  his  mind  from  other  occupations  and 
worldly  entertainments,  that  he  may  e^fi^ix^^  vacare  sh^ 
diisi  employ  his  mind  and  leisure  on  study  and  learning,  'H  #«f ;« 
in  the  search  of  truth,  the  quest  of  knowledge,  the  im-  y(*f^f*'^f 
provement  of  his  reason.     Wherefore  an  idle  scholar^  a#A;*^w. 
lazy  student^  a  sluggish  man  of  learning,  is  nonseose.  |^^  94. 
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SERM.      What  is  learning  but  a  diligent  attendance  to  instruct 
LIV.     tion  of  masters,  skilled  in  any  knowledge,  and  conveying 
their  notions  to  us  in  word  or  writing  P 

What  is  study  but  an  earnest,  steady,  persevering  ap- 
plication of  midd  to  some  matter,  on  which  we  fix  our 
thoughts,  with  intent  to  see  through  it  ?    What  in  Solomon^s 

ProT.  ii  2.  language  are  these  scholastic  occupations,  but  inclining  the 
ear,  and  applying  our  heart  to  understanding  f  than  which 
commonly  there  is  nothing  more  laborious,  more  straining 
nature,  and  more  tiring  our  spirits ;  whence  it  is  well  com* 
pared  to  the  most  painful  exercises  of  body  and  soul. 

The  Wise  Man,  advising  men  to  seek  wisdom,  the 
which  is  the  proper  design  of  oui:  calling,  doth  intimate 
that  work  to  be  like  digging  in  the  mines  for  silver,  and 
like  searching  all  about  for  concealed  treasure ;  than  which 
there  can  hardly  be  any  more  difficult  and  painfiil  task : 

PioT.ii.  4,  If^  saith  he,  ihou  se^k&ft  her  as  silver^  and  searchestjbt 

^  her  asjbr  hid  treasures^  then  shalt  thou  understand.*^ 

Otherwhere  he  compareth  the  same  work  to  aaaduoua 
watching  and  waiting,  like  that  of  a  guard  or  a  dient, 

FroT. yiii.  which  are  the  greatest  instances  of  diligence;  Blessed^ 
saith  he,  (or  Wisdom  by  him  saith,  Blessed)  is  the  man 
HuU  heareth  me^  teaiching  daihf  at  my  gates,  miting  Hi 
the  poets  of  my  doors. 

Wherefore,  if  we  will  approve  ourselves  to  be  what  we 
are  called,  and  what  we  pretend  to  be ;  if  we  will  avoid 
being  impostors,  assuming  a  tame  not  due  to  us,  we  must 
'  Hoi  be  fiiotfaful.    Father, 

S.  The  matter  and  extent  of  our  business  doth  require 
industry  from  us :  the  matter  of  it,  which  is  truth  and 
knowledge ;  the  extent,  which  is  very  large  and  oompre* 
henfiive,  taking  in  all  truth,  all  knowledge,  worthy  our 
study,  and  useftil  for  the  designs  of  it 

Our  business  is  to  find  truth  ;  the  which,  even  in  mat- 
ters of  h^h  importance,  is  not  easily  to  be  discovered ; 
being  as  a  vein  of  silver,  encompassed  with  earth  and 
mixed  with  dross,  deeply  laid  in  the  obscurity  of  things, 
wrapt  up  in  false  appearances,  entonglecL  with  objections^ 
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and  perf^x^d  widi  debates ;  being  tfaa^eTore  not  readily  SERM. 
discoverable,  especially  by  minds  clouded  with  prejndices,    hP/* 
lusts,  pasfflons,  partial  affections,  appetites  of*  honour  and ' 
interest ;  if  hence  to  descfy  it  requireth  the  most  curious 
observadon  and  solicitous  circumspection  that  can  be; 
togedier  with  greait  pains  in  the  preparation  and  purga- 
lion  of  our  minds  toward  the  inquiry  of  it 

Our  business  is  to  attain  knowledge,  not  concerning  ob* 
vious  and  vulgar  matters,  but  about  sublime,  abstruse,  in- 
tricate, and  knotty  subjects,  remote  from  common  observa- 
tion and  sense ;  to  get  sure  and  exact  notions  about  which 
will  try  the  best  forces  of  our  mind  with  their  utmost  en- 
endeavours ;  in  firmly  settling  principles,  in  strictly  deduc- 
ing consequences,  inorderiy digesting  conclusions,  in  faithful- 
ly retaining  what  we  learn  by  our  contemplation  and  study. 

And  if  to  get  a  competent  knowledge  about  a  few 
things,  or  to  be  reasonably  skilful  in  any  sort  of  learning, 
be  difficult,  how  much  industry  doth  it  require  to  be  well 
seen  in  many,  or  to  have  waded  through  the  vast  compass 
of  learning,  in  no  part  whereof  a  Scholar  may  coDveni- 
ently  or  handsomely  be  ignorant ;  seeing  there  is  such  a 
connection  of  things,  and  dependence  of  notions,  that  one 
part  of  learning  doth  confer  light  to  another,  that  a  man 
can  hardly  well  understand  any  thing  without  knowing 
divers  other  things;  that  he  will  be  a  lame  Scholi^r^ 
who  hath  not  an  insight  into  many  kinds  of  knowledge ; 
that  he  can  hardly  be  a  good  Scholar,  who  is  not  a  gf « 
neral  one. 

To  understand  so  many  languages,  which  are  the  shells 
of  knowledge ;  to  conpr^end  so  many  sdences,  full  df 
various  theorems  and  problems ;  to  peruse  so  many  histo- 
ries of  ancient  and  modem  times;  to  know  the  worlds 
both  natural  and  human ;  to  be  acquainted  with  the  va- 
rious inventions,  inquiries,  opinions,  and  controversies  of 
learned  men ;  to  skill  the  arts  of  expressing  our  mind,  and 
imparting  our  conceptions  with  advantage,  so  as  to  in- 
struct or  persuade  others ;  these  are  works  indeed;^  wtixh 
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SERM.  willexeroifle  and  strain  all  bur  fatuities  (our  reason,  our^ 
LIV.     fancy,  our  memory)  in  painful  study. 

"  The  knowledge  of  such  things  is  not  innate  to  us;  it 

doth  not  of  itself  spring  up  in  our  minds ;  it  is  not  any 
ways  incident  by  chance,  or  infused  by  grace,  (except 
rarely  by  miracle ;)  common  observation  doth  not  produce 
it ;  it  cannot  be  purchased  at  any  rate,  except  by  that,  fpr 
Dii  labori-  which  it  was  said  of  old,  the  gods  sett  all  things^  that  is 
▼eodwt*  for  pains ;  without  which,  the  best  wit  and  greatest  capa* 
city  may  not  render  a  man  learned,  sib  the  best  soil  will 
not  yield  good  fruit  or  grain,  if  they  be  not  planted  or 
sown  therein. 

Consider,  if  you  please,  what  a  scholar  Sobmon  was : 
beside  his  skill  in  politics,  which  was  his  prindpal  faculty 
and  profession,  whereby  he  did  with  admirable  dexterity 
and  prudence  manage  the  afiairs  of  that  great  kingdom, 
1  KiDgi  va.  judging  his  people^  and  discerning  whail  was  good  And  bad; 
accurately  dispensing  justice;   settling  his  ooimtry  in  a 
most  flourishing  state  of  peace,  (urder,  plenty,  and  wealth ; 
1  Kings  w.  largely  extending  his  territory ;  so  that  his  wisdom  of  this 
^^if*       ^^^  ^^  famous  over  the  earth :  bedde,  I  say,  this  civil 
1  Kings  It.  wisdom,  he  had  an  exquisite  skill  in  natural  philosophy 
1  kingt  X.  «id  medicine ;  for  He  spake  of  treeSj  or  plants,  ,>9t)m  the 
I'Ki^    .    cedar  that  is  in  Lebanon^  even  unto  the  hysfsop  that  springeth 
33.    ^^^'  out  of  the  watt :  he  spake  also  qfbeaslSy  ftnd  qfjbwl^  and  of 
creeping  things^  and  qffUlus. 
He  was  well  versed   in   mathematics;    for  it* is  said, 
1  Kings  iy.  ScHomorCs  wisdom  excelled  the  wisdom  of  all  the  children 
of  the  east-country^  and  all  the  wisdom  of  Egypt ;  the  wis- 
dom of  which  nations  did  consist  in  tho^se  sciences.     And 
of  his  mechanic  skill  he  left  for  a  monument  the  most 
glorious  structure  that  ever  stood  on  earth. 

He  was  very  skilful  in  poetry  and  music ;  for  he  did 
1  Kings  iv.  himself  compose  above  a  thousand  songs ;  whereof  one  yet 
extant  declareth  the  loftiness  of  his  fancy,  the  richness  of 
his  vein,  and  the  elegancy  of  his  style. 

He  had  great. ability  in  rhetoric;  according  to  that  in 
Wisi  yii.  Wisdom,  God  granteth  me.  to  speak  as  I  would  ,•  and  that 
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in  Eoclefliattes,  7%tf  Preacher  sougki  iofnd  out  acceptable  S£RM« 
word» ;  a  great  instaoce  of  whkb  faculty  we  have  in  that    LIV. 
admirable  prayer  of  his  compoeure  at  the  dedication  of  UieEodo.  iSL 
T«mple.  •        {•'i^ 

He  did  wonderfully  ex^  iti  ethica;  ocAcennng  which  viii. 
he  epake  three  ikousandproverbef  or  moral  aphorunna ;  and^<^^^  ^* 
moxetyoer^  BaithlBiodetiasteBf  because  the  Preacher  woe  mee^^oda.  xiL 
he  etitt  taught  the  people  knowledge;  j^eoy  he  gave  good  ' 
heedy  and  sought  ouif  and  set  in  order  many  proverbs ;  the 
which  did  contain  a  great  variety  of  notable  observations, 
and  useful  directions  for  common  life,  couched  in  pithy  ex- 
pressions. 

As  fcnr  thedogy,  as  the  study  of  that  was  the  chief  study  ^^^^  -^  ^^ 
to  which  he  exhorteth  others  (as  to  the  head^  or  principal  ^^ 
part,  of  wisdom^  so  questionless  he  was  himself  most  con-^ 
versant  therein ;  for  proof  whereof  he  did  ieaye  so  many 
exoelleht  theorems  and  precepts  of  divinity  to  u& 

In  fine,  there  is  no  sort  of  knowledge  to  which  he  did 
not  iqiply  his  study ;  witness  himself  in  those  words,  /Ecdes.  L 
gaioe  my  heart  to  seek  andseofrch  out  by  wisdom  concerning  ^^ 
aM  things  that  are  done  under  hmven. 

Such  a  Scholar  was  he ;  and  such  if  we  have  a  noble 
amlutioii  to  be,  we  must  use  the  course  he  did;  which 
was  first  in  his  heart  to  prefer  wisdom  before  all  worldly 
things ;  then  to  pray  to  Grod  for  it,  or  for  his  blessing  in 
our  quest  of  it ;  then  to  use  the  means  of  attaining  it, 
diligent  searching  and  hard  study ;  for  that  this  was  his 
method  he  telletii  us;  /,  saith  he,  applied  my  heart  toEcdea.vii 
hnow,  and  toseareh^  and  to  seek  oui  wi^om,  and  the  reason  ^^ 
qfihings. 

Such  considemtions  shew  the  necessity  of  industry  for  a 
Scholar.    But, 

8.  The  worth,  and  excellency,  and  great  utility,  to- 
gether with  the  jdeasantness  of  his  vocation,  deserving  the 
highest  industry,  do  superadd  much  obligation  thereto. 

We  are  much  bound  to  be  diligent  out  of  ingenuity, 
and  in  gratitude  to  God,  who  by  his  gracious  providence 
hath  assigned  to  us  a  calling  so  worthy,  an  employment 
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SERM.  so  comfortable,  a  way  of  life  no  less  commodious,  bene- 
^^^'    ficia!,  and  deli^tful  to  oursd^s^  than  serviceable  to  God, 
and  useful  for  the  world. 

If  we  had  our  option  and  choice,  what  calling  could  we 
desire  before  this  of  any  whereto  men  are  affixed  P     How 
could  we  better  empfoy  our  mind,  or  place  our  labour,  or  j 
spend  our  time,  or  pass  our  pilgrimage  in  this  world,  than 
in  scholastical  occupations  P 

It  were  hard  to  reckon  up,  or  to  express,  the  numberiess 
great  advantages  of  this  <»lling :  I  shall  tberefo];e  only 
touch  some,  which  readily  fall  under  my  thought,  recom- 
mending its  value  to  us. 

It  is  a  calling,  the  design  whereof  oonspiieth  with  the 
general  end  of  out  being ;  the  perfection  of  our  nature 
in  its  endowments,  and  the  fruition  of  it  in  its  best  openu 
tions. 

It  is  a  calling,  which  doth  not  employ  us  in  bodily  t«nl, 
in  worldly '  care,  in  pursuit  of  trivial  aiEiirs,  in  sordid 
drudgeries ;  but  in  those  angelical  operations  of  soul,  the 
contemplation  of  trutji,  and  attainment  of  wisdooi ;  which 
are  the  worthiest  exercises  of  our  reason,  and  sweetest  en* 
tertainments  of  our  mind ;  the  most  precioas  wealth,  and 
most  beautiful  ornaments  of  our  soul ;  whereby  our  iacid- 
ties  are  improved,  are  poUdied  and  refined,  are  enlarged  in 
their  power  and  use  by  habitual  accessions :  the  which  are 
conducible  to  our  own  greatest  profit  and  benefit,  as  serving 
Pior.  iL  4^  to  rectify  our  wills,  to  oompose  our  affisctions,  tQ  guide  our 
^^*^^*       lives  in  the  ways  of  virtue,  to  bring  us  unto  fdicity. 

It  is  a  calling,  which>  being  duly  followed,  will  most 
sever  us  from  the  vulgar  sort  of  men,  and  advance  us 
above  the  common  pitch ;  enduing  us  with  light  to  see 
farther  than  other  men,  disposing  us  to  affect  better  things, 
and  to  slight  those  meaner  objects  of  human  desire,  on 
which  men  connnonly  dote;  freeing  us  from  the  eno-> 
neous  conceits  and  from  the  perverse  affections  of  com- 
mon people.  It  is  said,  dnrXYv  h^Stm  «?  fui^wftQ  ygufjbfuiiray 
men  cfUarning  nre  doubU-stghUd :  but  it  is  true,  that  in 
many  cases  they  see  infinitely  farther  than  a  vulgar  sight 
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dotb  reach.  And  if  a  man  bj  serious  ftUidy  doth  aoquiie  SERIL 
a  clear  and  solid  judgmeat  of  thiligs,  ao  as  to  aangn  to  ^^V* 
cadi  itft  due  weight  and  price ;  if  be^  aoeoidingly,  be  in- 
clined  in  his  heart  to  affect  and  pursue  them;  if  finim  clear 
and  right  notions  of  things,  a  meek  and  mgenuous  temper 
of  mind,  a  oonmand  and  moderatian  of  passions,  a  firm  in- 
tegrity, and  a  cordial  love  of  goodness  do  spring,  he  ther^ 
by  beoometh  another  kind  of  thing,  much  differont  from 
those  brutisfa  men  (beasts  of  the  paople)  who  blindly  follow 
die  motions  of  their  sensual  appetite,  or  the  suggestions  of 
thdr  fancy,  or  their  mistaken  prejudioes. 

It  is  a  calling,  which  hath  these  conndenble  adyan- 
tages,  that»  by  virtue  of  impxoyement  therein,  we  can  see 
with  our  own  eyes,  and  guide  ourselves  by  our  own  rea- 
sons, not  being  led  blindfold  about,  w  depending  precari- 
ously on  the  conduct  of  others,  in  matters  of  highest  con- 
ctirn  }o  us ;  that  we  are  exempted  from  ^dy  credulity, 
flpom  wavering  levity,  from  fond  admiration  of  perscms 
and  things,  b^ng  able  to  distinguish  of  things,  and  to  set- 
tle our  judgments  about  them,  and  to  get  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  them,  assuring  to  us  thdor  true  nature 
and  wwdi ;  that  we  are  also  th»«by  rescued  from  ad- 
miring ourselves,  and  that  over-weening  self-ooncdited- 
ness,  of  wUcli  the  Wise  Man  saidi.  The  shiggurd  is  Pror.  xxti 
wiser  in  kii  own  ctmcei^  than  seven  mm  that  can  render  a^^' 
rechson. 

It  ts  a  calling,  whereby  we  are  qualified  and  enabled  to 
do  God  service ;  to  gratify  his  desires,  to  promote  his  ho- 
nour, to  advance  his  interests;  to  render  his  name  ^o- 
rious  in  the  world,  by  teaclnng,  maintaining,  and  pro- 
pagating his  truUi;  by  persuading  men  to  render  their 
due  love,  reverence,  and  obedience  to  him ;  than  which 
we  can  have  no  more  honouraUe  or  satisfactory  em- 
ployment ;  more  like  to  that  of  the  glorious  and  blessed 
spirits. 

It  b  a  catling,  the  due  prosecution  whereof  doth  ingra- 
tiate us  with  God,  and  procureth  his  favour ;  rendering  us 
fit  objects  of  his  love,  and  entitling  us  thereto  in  regard  to 
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SERM.  our  qualities,  and  reoompence  of  our  works :  for  .Ood  lovetk 
^^^*    none  hd  him  thai  dweUelh  wUh  ufkdom:  and.  So  shaU 

-Wiad-vu,  thou  jinijavowr  and  good  understanding'  im  the  s^ht  ^ 

2* .      ^    God  and  man. 

FioT.iu.4.  It  is  a  calling,  whereby,  with  greatest  advantage,  we 
may  benefit  men,  and  deaarre  well  of  the  world ;  drawing 
men  to  the  knowledge  and  serioe  of  Gfod,  reclaiming  them 
from  error  and  sin,  rescuing  them  from  misery,  and  con«i 
ducting  them  to  happiness  ;  by  dear  instruction,  by  faith« 
ful  admonition,  by  powerful  exhortation.  And  what  can 
be  more  nobie,  thw  to  be  the  lights  of  the  world,  the  guides 
of  practice  to  men,  the  authors  of  so  much  good^  so  c^gre* 
gious  benefactors  to  mankind  ? 

It  is  a  calling  most  exempt  from  the  eares,  the  crosses 
the*  turmoils,  the  factious  jars,  the  anxious  intrigues,  the 
vexatious  m(destatioas  of  the  world ;  its  business  lying  out 
of  the  road  of  those  mischiefs,  wholly  lying  in  solitary  re- 
tirement, or  being  transacted  in  the  n^ost  innocent  and  in« 
genuous  company. 

It  is  a  calling  least  subject  to  any  danger  or  disappoint* 
ment;  wherein  we  may  well  be  assured  not  to  miscarry  or 
lose  our  litbour ;  for  the  merchant,  indeed,  by  manifold  ac 
cidents  may  lose  his  voyage,  or  find  a  bad  market;  the 
husbandman  may  plough  and  sow  in  \am :  but  the  student 
hardly  can  fail  of  improving  his  stock,  and  reajung  a  good 
crop  of  knowledge ;  eapedally  if  he  study  with  a  conscien- 
tious  mind,  and  jious  reverence  to  God,  impbring  his  gra- 
cious help  and  blessing. 

It  is  a  calling,  the  industry  used  wher^  doth  abundant- 
ly recompense  itself,  by  the  pleasure  and  sweetness  which 
it  carrieth  in  it;  so  that  the  more  pains  one  taketh,  the 
more  dehght  he  findeth,  feeling  himself  proportionably  to 
grow  in  knowledge,  and  that  his  work  becometh  continual- 
ly more  easy  to  him. 

It  is  a  calling,  the  business  whereof  doth  so  exercise  as 
not  to  weary,  so  entertain  as  not  to  cloy  us ;  being  not  (as 
other  occupations  are)  a  drawing  in  a  mill,  or  a  nause- 
ous tedious  repetition  o(  the  same  work ;  but  a  oonti- 
nued  progress  toward  fresh  objects;  our  mind  not  being 
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staked  to  one  or  a  few  poor  matters,  but  haviBg  immenee  SEBIC 
fields  of  oontemplatMMi,  wherein  it  may  everlaslingly  ex-    L^^* 
patiate,  with  great  proficiency  and  pleasure  ^. 

It  b  a  callhig,  which  doth  ever  afford  plentiful  fruit, 
even  in  regard  to  the  convemenees  of  this  present  and 
temporal  state;   the  which   suAdently   will   requite   the 
pains  expended  thereon :  for  if  we  be  honestly  industrious, 
we  shall  not  want  success;   and  succeeding  we  shall  not 
want  a  competence  of  wealth,  of  reputation,  of  interest  in 
flie  world :  for  concerning  wisdom,  which  is  the  result  of 
honest  study,  the  Wise  Man  telleth  us.  Riches  cmd  hcmmr  Prmr.  tria.  ^ 
orewUhher^j^ea^durabierichMandfi^Ueouines      Lengih^^^^^ 
cf  days  aire  in  h^rightlumdj  and  m  her  left  hand 
honour :  ExaU  her,  and  she  AaU  promote  ihee ;  she  shatti^'  6,  a. 
hrinff  thee  to  honour  J  when  Aou  dost  embrace  her ;  she  ^udl 
give  to  thine  head  an  ornament  of  grace,  a  crown  qf  ^ory 
shaU  she  deliver  to  Htee,    In  common  experience  the  wealth 
of  the  mind  doth  qualify  for  employmaits,  which  have  good 
recompences  annexed  to  them ;  and  neither  God  nor  man 
will  suffer  him  long  to  want,  who  is  endowed  with  worthy 
accomplishments  of  knowledge.     It  was  a  ridiculous  provi^ 
dence  in  Nero,  that  if  he  should  chance  to  lose  his  emiHre, 
he  might  live  by  fiddling :  yet  his  motto  was  good ;  and 
Dionysius,  another  tyrant,  found  the  benefit  of  it ;  r^  ny(¥im 
^ffa  yah  r^t,  he  that  hath  any  good  art,  hath  ther^  an 
estate,  and  land  in  every  place ;  he  is  secured  against  being     ^ 
reduced  to  extremity  of  any  misfortune :   Wisdom,  saith  the  Eed.  tS. 
Wise  man,  is  a  dgfince,  and  money  is  a  defence ;  but  the  ^^ 
excellency  of  knowledge  is,  that  wisdom  giveth  life  to  them 
thai  have  it     Money  is  a  defence,  of  which  fortune  may 
bereave  us ;  but  wisdom  is  beyond  its  attacks,  being  a  trea* 
sure  seated  in  a  place  inaccessible  to  external  impressions. 

And  as  a  learned  man  cannot  be  destitute  of  substance;  Prov.  xii.a. 
so  he  cannot  want  credit,  having  such  an  ornament,  tJ>a»^^.**^ 
which  none  hath  a  more  general  estimation;  and  which  mended  ac 
can  be  of  low  rate  only  among  that  sort  of  folk,  to  whom2[^?|J|^ 
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SERM.  SolontoB  MttA,  Hcfw  hng^  ye  simple  ohee,  wiUye  lave  sitru 
I^tV-    pUcJ^f^^^-andJbolshaieknowbdffet  It  is  that  which  recom. 
J^T.  1. 2«,  mendeth  a  man  in  all  comjMiiy,  and  procureth  regard,  every 
Pfov.xxii  «eyi«**»g«^»ti«*nd  acceptance  to  instructive,  neat 
17.  *        apposite  discourse,  (that  which  the  Scripture  caUeth  accepU 
Me,  pUaeant^  gracious  words ;)  men  think  themsehres  ob- 
liged thereby  by  receiving  infinmiatioo  and  satisfaction  from 
Tm.  xiiv.  it ;  and  accordingly  Every  man,  saith  the  Wise  Man,  shall 
SU.«ii  f'i^^i^P^l^gi^'^^ri^ answer;  boA--^ Ae grace 
11.  cfhis  lips  lAe  king  shall  be  hisjriettd;  and,  the  words  of 

i^^  **  a  wise  man^s  tnouA  are  grackms.  It  is  that,  an  eminency 
wherein  purchaseth  lasting  fame,  and  a  life  after  dendi,  in 
Xechn.  the  good  memory  and  opinion  of  posterity :  Many  shall 
^  dommeml  his  undersianding' ;  and  so  long  as  the  world  en* 
dureth^UshoB  not  be  blotted  out:  his  memoria  shaU  not 
depart  away,  and  his  nmie  shall  li^jftrom  generation  to  ge- 
neration. A  fame  no  less  gnat,  and  farmore  innocent,  than 
acts  of  chivalry  and  martial  proi^ess ;  for  is  not  Aristotle  as 
renowned  for  teaching  the  wotld  with  his  pen,  as  Alexander 
for  conquering  it  with  his  sword  ?  Is  not  the  one  far  oftener 
mentioned  than  the  other  ?  Do  not  men  hold  themselvea 
much  more  ob%ed  to  the  learning  of  the  philosopher,  than 
to  the  valour  of  the  warrior  ?  Indeed  the  fame  of  all  others 
is  indebted  to  the  pains  of  the  scholar,  and  could  not  subsist 
but  with  and  by  bis  fame:  Dignssm  laude  virum  musa  ve^ 
tat  ffiort ;  leorni^  eonseerateth  itself  and  its  subject  toge- 
ther, to  inmicNrtal  remembrance; 

It  b  a  calling  that  fitteth  a  man  for  all  conditions  and 
fortunes ;  so  that  he  can  enjoy  prosperity  with  modera,' 
^  tion,  and  sustain  adversity  with  comfort,  f  he  that  Weth  a 
book  will  never  want  a  faithful  friendi  a  wholesome  coun<* 
jsfsUor,  a  cheerful  companion,  an  efirotual  comforter!)  By 
study,  by  reading,  by  thinking,  one  may  innocently  divert 
and  pleasantly  entertain  bimself,  as  in  all  weathers,  so  in 
all  fortunes. 

In  fine,  it  is  a  calling,  which  Solomon,  who  had  cu* 
riously  observed  and  exactly  compared  and  scanned,  by 
reason  and  by  experience,  all  other  occupations  and  ways 
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of  fife*  (Kd  pnfer  above  all  odien;  and  we  may  presume  SERHf. 
wonld  flooner  have  ported  with  his  royal  state,  than  witfa     I^IV* 
bisleannDg;  fiir  HlMfem,  aaUh  he,  b  ihs  principal  ifi^i^) pwr. !▼.  7. 
ihere/bre  get  wisdom ;  and  xeUk  off  thff  geUmg  get  under^ 
standing  ;  and  Then  I  mmt,  (then,  that  is,  after  a  serious  Bcdei.  & 
disquintion  and  diseusston  of  tlungs,  I  saw)  that  wisdom^^ 
exceedeth  Jbttjf  (that  is,  kno^ledg^  excelleth  igncHrance)  cu 
light  excetteth  darkness. 

These  things  and  much  mcHre  may  be  said  of  learning 
in  general ;  but  if  more  distinctly  we  survey  each  part,  and 
each  object  of  it,  we  shall  find,  that  each  doth  yield  conmr 
derable  emoluments  and  debgfats ;  benefit  to  our  soul,  ad- 
vantage to  our  life,  satisfaction  to  our  mind. 

The  observation  of  things,  and  collection  of  experiments, 
how  doth  it  enrich  the  mind  with  ideas,  and  breed  a  kind 
of  familiar  acquaintance  with  all  things,  so  that  nothing  doth 
surprise  us,  or  strike  our  mind  with  astonishment  and  ad- 
miration !  And  if  our  ejfe  be  not  satined  with  seeingj  nor  SodefcLa 
OUT  ear  JtBed  with  hearings  how  much  less  is  our  mind  sa* 
tiated  with  the  pleasures  of  speculating  and  observing  that 
immense  variety  of  objects  subject  to  its  view  1 

The  exercise  of  our  mind  in  rational  discursiveness  about 
things  in  quest  of  truth ;  canvassing  questions,  examining 
arguments  for  and  against;  how  greatly  doth  it  better  us, 
fortifying  our  natural  parts,  enabling  us  to  fix  our  thoughts 
on  objects  without  roving,  inuring  us  to  weigh  and  resolve* 
and  judge  well  about  matters  fMtjposed;  preserving  us  from 
being  easily  abused  by  captious  fallacies,  gulled  by  specious 
pretence  tossed  about  with  every  doubt  or  objection  start- 
ed before  us !  ^ 

Invention  of  any  kind,  ^m  discerning  the  causes  of  ab* 
struse  effects,  in  resolving  hard  problems,  in  demonstrating 
theorems,  in  framing  composures  of  witty  description,  or 
forcible  persuasion,)  how  much  doth  it  exceed  the  pleasure 
of  hunting  for  any  game,  or  of  combating  for  any  victory ! 
Do  any  man^s  children  so  much  please  him,  as  these  crea> 
tures  of  his  brain  ? 
The  reading  of  .books^  what  is  it,  but  conversing  with 

1 
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SERM.  the  wisest  men  o£  all  ages  and  all  oountrieB,  who  thcrebj 
^^^'  oommunicate  to  us  their  jiaost  deliberate  thoughts,  chcnoest 
actions,  and  best  inventions,  couched  in  good  ezpresaony 
and  digested  in  exact  method  ? 

And  as  to  the  particular  matters  or  objects  of  study,  all 
have  their  use  and  pleasure.     I  shall  only  touch  them. . 

.  The  very  initial  studies  of  tongues  and  granunatical  lite- 
rature are  very  profitable  and  necessary,  as  the  inlets  to 
knowledge,  whereby  we  are  enabled  to  understand  wise 
men  speaking  their  sense  in  their  own.  terms  and  lively 
istrain,  whereby  especially  we  are  assisted  to  drink  sacred 
knowledge  out  of  the  fountains,  the  divine  oracles, 

Luther  would  not  part  with  a  little  Hebrew  he  bad  for 
all  the  Turkish  empire. 

Rhetoric,  (h-  the  ^  of  conveying  our  thoughts  to  others 
by  speech  with  advantages  of  clearness,  force^  and  ele- 
gancy, so  as  to  instruct,  to  persuade,  to  delight  the  audi- 
tors ;  of  how  great  benefit  is  it,  if  it  be  well. used  1  How 
much  may  it  conduce  to  the  service  of  Grod,  and  edifica* 
tion  of  men  !  What  hath  been  a  more  effectual  instrument 
of  doing  good,  ^and  working  wonders,  not  only  in  the 
world,  but  in  the  church  ?  How  many  souls  hav^  been 
converted  from  error,  vamty,  and  vice,  to  truth,  sober-* 
'An^A^iK«ness,  and  virtue,  by  an  eloquent  ApoUos,  a  Basils  a  Chry« 

^  The  perusal  of  history,   bow   pleasant  illumination  of 

mind,  how  useful  direction  of  life,  how .  sprightly  incen- 
tives to  virtue  doth  it  afford !  How  doth  it  supply  the 
room  of  experience,  and  furnish  us  with  prudence  at  the 
expence  of  others,  informing  us  about  the  ways  of  action, 
and  the  consequences  thereof  by  examples,  without  our 
own  danger  or  trouble  !  How  may  it  instruct  and  encour- 
age us  in  piety,  while  therein  we  trace  the  paths  of  God 
in  men,  or  observe  the  methods  of  divine  Providence,  how 
the  Lord  and  Judge  of  the  world  in  due  season  protectetfa, 
prospereth,  ble3seth,  rewardeth  innocence  and  int^rity; 
how  he  crosseth,  defeateth,  blasteth,  curseth,  punisheth 
iniquity  and  outrage;  paanaging   things  ynth  admirable 
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temped  cxf  wiBdotn,  to  the  good  of  mankind,  and  advance-  SERM. 
ment  of  his  own  glory !  J^l^*« 

The  mathematical  sciences,  how  pleasant  is  the  specula-        . 
•tion  of  them  to  the  mind !  How  useful  is  the  practice  to  com* 
mon  life  !  How  do  they  whet  and  excite  the  mind !  How  do 
they  inure  it  to  strict  reasoning,  and  patient  meditation ! 

Natural  philosophy,  the  contemplation  of  this  great  the^. 
atre,  or  visible  system  presented  before  us ;  observing  the 
vaxious  appearances  therein,  and  inquiring  into  their  causes ; 
reflecting  on  the  order,  connection,  and  .harmony  of  things; 
considering  their  original  source,  and  their  final  design : 
how  dotli  it  enlarge  our  minds,  and  advance  them  above 
vulgar  amusements,  and  the  admiration  of  those  petty 
things,  about  which  men  cark  and  bicker  !  How  may  it 
serve  to  work  in  us  pious  affections  of  admiration,  rever- 
ence, and  love  toward  our  great  Creator,  whose  eternal  dd^'Bma.l  20. 
vinikf  is  clearly  seetiy  whose  glory  is  declared^  whose  tran-  ^^  ^  *• 
scendent  perfections  and  attributes  of  immense  power,  wis* 
dom,  and  goodness*  are  conspicuously  displayed,  whose  par. 
ticular  kindness  toward  us  men  doth  evidently  shine  in 
those  his  works  of  nature  ! 

The  study  of  moral  philosophy,  how  exceedingly  bene^ 
ficial  may  it  be  to  us,  suggesting  to  us  the  dictates  of  rea^ 
son,  concerning  the  nature  and  faculties  of  our  soul,  th 
chief  good  and  end  of  our  life,  the  way  and  means  of  at- 
taining happiness,  the  best  rules  and  methods  of  practice ; 
the  distinctions  between  good  and  evil,  the  nature  of  each 
virtue,  and  motives  to  embrace  it ;  the  rank  wherein  w« 
stand  in  the  world,  and  the  duties  proper  to  our  relations ; 
by  rightly  understanding  and  estimating  which  things  we 
may  know  how  to  behave  ourselves  decently  and  soberly 
toward  ourselves,  justly  and  prudently  toward  our  neigh- 
bours ;  we  may  learn  to  correct  our  inclinations,  to  regu- 
late our  appedtes,  to  moderate  our  pasdons,  to  govern  our 
actions,  to  conduct  and  wield  all  our  practice  well  in  pro- 
secution of  our  end ;  so  as  to  enjoy  our  being  and  conve- 
niences of  life  in  constant  quiet  and  peace,  with  tranquillity 
and  satisfaction  of  mind  ! 

VOL.  HI.  e 


SE&lf •      But  especially  the  study  of  theology,  how  numberless, 
^^^*    unexpressible  advantages  doth  it  yield  !     For, 

It  enligbteneth  our  minds  with  the  best  knowledge  con- 
cerning the  most  high  and  worthy  objects,  in  order  to  the 
most  happy  end,  with  the  firmest  assurance. 

It  certainly  and  perfectly  doth  inform  us  eonoermng  the 
nature  and  attributes,  the  will  and  intentions^  the  works 
and  providence  of  God. 

It  fully  declareth  to  us  our  own  native,  our  <]rignialf 
our  designed  end,  our  whole  duty,  our  certain  way  of  at- 
taining eternal  life  and  felicity. 

It  e^ctly  teacheth  us  how  we  should  demean  ourselves 
in  all  respects  piously  toward  God,  justly  and  charitably 
toward  our  neighbour,  soberiy  toward  ourselves ;  without 
Uame  in  the  world,  with  satisfaction  of  our  conscience, 
wkh  assured  hope  isi  blessed  rewards. 

It  ]NX)posedi  those  encouragements,'  and  exhibiteth  a»- 
suranoes  of  those  helps,  which  serve  potently  to  engage  us 
in  all  good  practice. 

It  setteth  before  us  a  most  complete  and  lively  pattern 
of  all  goodness ;  apt  most  clearly  to  direct,  most  strongly 
to  excite,  most  obligingly  to  engage  us  thereto ;  especially 
instructing  and  inclining  to  the  practice  of  the  most  high 
and  hard  duties,  meekness,  humility,  patience,  self-denial, 
contempt  of  all  worldly  vanities. 
1  Pet  L  \%  It  discovereth  those  sublime  mysteries  and  stupendous 
wonders  of  grace,  whereby  God  hath  demonstrated  an  in* 
oomprehenable  kindness  to  mankind,  and  our  obligation 
to  correspondent  gratitude. 

It  representeth  manifold  arguments  and  incentives  to 
love  God  with  the  most  intense  affection,  to  confide  in  him 
with  most  firm  assurance,  to  delight  in  him  continually 
triihjoy  unspeakable ;  which  are  the  noblest,  the  sweetestj^ 
the  happiest  operations  of  our  soul. 
SjCor.  iv.  It  reareth  our  hearts  from  vain  thoughts,  and  mean  de- 
sires concerning  these  poor,  transitory,  earthly  things,  to 
contemplations,  affections,  and  hopes  toward  objects  most 
excellent,  eternal,  and  celestial.  ^ 
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k  engageth  us  to  study  the  book  of  God,  the  book  of  SERM. 
books,  the  richest  mine,  of  most  excellent  knowledge,  con-     LIV- 
taining  infallible  oiades  of  truth,  and  heavenly  rules  of  (^  Xim.  m. 
life;  whi(^  are  Me  to  make  u$  wise  to  sahation^  and  JP^-p^  ^^ 
fiti  to  every  good  work.  lo. 

And  how  can  we  othervdse  be  so  well  employed,  as  in 
meditation  riiout  such  things  ?  What  occuf^tion  doth  near- 
er approach  to  ihat  of  the  blessed  angels  ?  What  heaven  is 
there  upon  earth  Uke  to  that  of  constantly  feasting  our 
nnnds  and  hearts  in  the  contemplation  of  such  objects?  Es- 
peciaOy  considering  that  this  study  doth  not  only  yield  pri- 
vate benefit  to  ourselves' in  forwarding  our  own  salvation, 
but  enableth  us  fay  our  guidance  and  encouragement  to 
promote  the  eternal  welfare  of  others,  and  by  our  endea- 
vours to  people  heaven,  according  to  that  exhortation  of  St 
Paul  pressing  on  Timothy  this  study  with  diligence :  Me^  1  Tim.  h. 
dUateupon  tkeee  thinge ;  give  ihyeelf  whoBy  to  thent,  that^^ 
ify  profiting  nuHf  appear  to  aSL  Take  heed  unto  thyself^ 
and  unto  ike  doctrine;  continue  in  them;  Jbr  in  doing  thie 
thou  ehaU  boA  save  thyeelfj  and  them  ihat  hear  thee. 

So  connderable  is  each  part  of  learning,  so  extremely 
profitable  are  some  parts  of  it  Indeed  the  skill  of  any 
liberal  art  is  valuable,  as  a  handsome  ornament,  as  an 
liarmless  divertisement,  as  an  useiiil  instrument  upon  occa- 
nons;  as  preferable  to  all  other  accomplishments  and  ad- 
▼antages  of  person  or  fortune,  (beauty,  strength,  wealth, 
|K>wer,  or  the  like ;)  for  who  would  not  purchase  any  kind 
of  such  knowledge  at  any  rate ;  who  would  sell  it  for  any 
price;  who  would  not  choose  rather  to  be  deformed  or 
impotent  in  his  body,  than  to  have  a  misshapen  and  weak 
nnnd ;  to  have  rather  a  lank  purse,  than  an  empty  brain ; 
to  have  no  title  at  all,  than  no  worth  to  bear  it  out ;  if  any 
would,  he  is  not  of  Solomon's  mind ;  for  of  wisdom  (by  which  1  King*  iy. 
he  meaneth  a  comprehension  of  aU  knowledge,  divine  and  ^^ 
iiuman ;  into  which  the  knowledge  of  natural  things,  of  ma- 
thematics,  of  poetry,  are  reckoned  ingredients)  he  saith. 
The  merchandise  tfit  is  better  than  the  merchandise  qfsU-  ProT.iill4. 
per,  and  the  gain  thereqfthanjkie  gold;  she  is  mare  pre-^"^  ^^' 
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SERM.  clous  than  rubies^  and  aU  the  things  thou  canst  desire  ate 
^^V*     not  to  he  compared  tmto  her.     Her  fruit  is  better  than  gold^ 

Pro?,  viii.  2/ea  than  fine  gold  ;  ^nd  her  revenue  than  choice  silver. 

^^  vs^'  *?'  ^^^  then,  oonsidering  all  these  advantages  of  our  call- 
*ing,  if  we  by  our  negligence  or  sluggishness  therein  do  lose 
them,  are  we  not  very  ingrateful  to  Grod,  who  gave  them, 
as  with  a  gracious  intent  for  our  good,  so  with  expectation 
that  we  should  improve  them  to  his  service  ?  If  God  had 
allotted  to  us  the  calling  of  rustics,  or  of  artificers,  we  had 
been  impious  in  not  diligently  following  it;  but  we  are  abom- 
inably ingrateful  in  neglecting  this  most  incomparably  ex- 
.oellent  vocation. 

Are  we  not  extremely  defective  to  ourselves^  if  indulging 
a  wretched  humour  of  laziness  we  will  not  enjoy  those  sweet 
pleasures,  nor  embrace  those  great  profits  to  which  God  in 
mercy  calleth  us  ? 

Prav.xix.8.  If  Solomon  said  true,  He  that  getteth  xaisdom  loveth  his 
own  soid^  he  that  keepeth  understanding  shall  find  good  ; 
how  little  friends  are  we  to  ourselves,  how  neglectful  of  our 
own  welfare,  by  not  using  the  means  of  getting  wisdom  ! 

jProv.  SLV.  1^/ie  heart  of  him  that  hath  understandifig  seeketh  know* 
ledgCy  sfuth  Solomon ;  what  a  fool  then  is  he  that  shun* 
neth  it !  who,  though  it  be  his  way,  and  his  special  duty 
to  seek  it,  yet  neglecteth  it ;  choosing  rather  to  do  nothing, 
or  to  do  worse. 

And  do  we  not  deserve  great  blame,  displeasure,  and  dis- 
grace from  mankind,  if,  having  such  opportunities  of  quali- 
fying ourselves  to  do  good,  and  serve  the  public,  we  by  our 
idleness  render  ourselves  worthless  and  i^seless  ? 

How,  being  slothful  in  our  bu»ness,  can  we  answer  for 
our  violating  the  wills,  for  abusing  the  goodness,  for  per- 
verting the  charity  and  bounty  of  our  worthy  founders 
and  benefactors,  who  gave  us  the  good  things  we  enjoy, 
not  to  maintain  us  in  idleness,  but  for  supports  and  encou- 
ragements of  our  industry  ?  how  can  we  excuse  ourselves 
from  dishonesty,  and  perfidious  dealing,  seeing  that  we 
are  admitted  to  these  enjoyments  under  condition,  and 
upon  confidence   (confirmed  by  our  free  promises^  and 
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xnoet  solemn  engagements)  of  using  them  according  to  their   SERM, 
pious  intent)  that  is,  in  a  diligent  pro^ution  of  our  studies,     UY. 
in  order  to  the  service  of  Grod,  and  of  the  public  ? 

Let  every  Scholar,  when  he  mispendetb  an  hour,  or  slug- 
geth  on  his  bed,  but  imagine  that  he  heareth  the  voice  of 
those  glorious  kings,  or  venerable  prelates,,  or  worthy  gen- 
tlemen, complaining  thus,  and  rating  him :  Why,  sluggard, 
dost  thou  against  my  will  possess  my  estate?  why  dost 
thou  presume  to  occupy  the  place  due  to  an  industrious 
person  ?  why  dost  thou  forget,  or  despise  thy  obligations 
to  my  kindness  ?  thou  art  an  usurper,  a  robber,  or  a  pur- 
Imner  of  my  goods,  wluch  I  never  intended  for  such  as  thee; 
I  challenge  thee  -of  wrong  to  myself,  and  of  sacrilege  to- 
ward my  Grod,  to  whose  service  I  devo^  those  his  gifts 
tome. 

How  reproachful  will  it  be  to  us,  if  that  expostulation     ^ 
may  concern  us,  Wherefbre  is  there  a  price  in  the  hand  qfpzor.  xfii. 
aJxxH  to  get  wisdom,  seetng  he  hath  no  heart  toitf  ^^* 

If  to  be  a  dunce  or  a  bungler  in  any  profession  be  shame- 
ful, how  much  more  ignominious  and  infamous  (o  a  Scholar 
to  be  such  ?  from  whom  all  men  expect,  that  he  should  ex- 
cel in  intellectual  abilities,  and  be  able  to  help  Qthers  by  his 
instruction  and  advice. 

Nothing  surely  would  grate  on  the  heart  of  one,  that  hath 
a  spark  of  ingenuity,  of  modesty,  of  generous  good  nature, 
than  to  be  liable  to  such  an  imputation. 

To  avoid  it,  therefore,  (together  with  all  the  guilt  and  all 
the  mischiefs  attending  on  sloth,)  let  each  of  us,  in  God^^s 
name,  carefully  mind  his  business ;  and  let  the  grace  an4 
blessing  of  God  prosper  you  therein.    4'men, 
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THE  UNSEARCHABLENESS  OF  GOD'S  JUDGMENTS 


Box.  si.  SS. 

How  unsearchaUe  are  hu  judgments^  and  hii  ways  past 
Jindingoui! 

BERM.  1  HES£  words  are  the  close  of  a  disputation,  wherein  St. 
^V'  Paul  was  engaged  with  the  advocates  of  Judaism,  con* 
ceming  God^s  providence  toward  his  andent  people,  in 
rejecting  the  greatest  part  of  them,  upon  their  refusal  to 
embrace  the  Christian  doctrine;  and  in  admitting  the 
Gentile  world  to  favour,  upon  its  compliance  with  the 
overture  thereof  proposed  in  the  Gospel.  In  this  pro- 
ceeding those  infidels  could  not  discern  God^s  hand,  nor 
would  allow  such  a  dispensation  worthy  of  him,  advanc- 
ing several  exceptions  against  it :  Grod,  said  they,  having 
espoused  and  consecrated  us  to  himself;  having  to  our  fa- 
thers, in  regard  to  their  piety,  made  so  absolute  promises 
of  benediction  on  their  posterity ;  having  consequentiy  en- 
dowed us  with  such  privileges  and  choice  pledges  of  his 
favour;  having  taken  so  much  puns  with  us,  and  per- 
formed so  great  things  in  our  behalf;  having  so  long 
nvowed,  supported,  and  cherished  us;  how  can  it  well 
conast  with  his  wisdom,  with  his  justice,  with  his  fidelity^ 
with  his  constancy,  thus  instandy  to  abandon  and  repu* 
diate  us  ?  Dotii  not  this  'dealing  argue  his  former  affe<S 
tiona  to  have  been  miqplaced  ?  Doth  it  not  implead  bis 
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andent  ooveaant  and  law  of  imperfection  ?  Doth  it  not  SERM; 
snpplHit  his  own  deogna,  and  umnrrel  ali  diat  be  fegeo  ^^* 
vaaaj  ages  faath  been  doing?  upon  such  occasions  did  this 
dispensation  appear  rerj  strange  and  scandalous  to  theiU'C 
bat  St  Pad^  bdng  infaUftly  assured  of  iu  truths  doth  UA^- 
dertake  to  indicate  it  frmn  all  misprisions,  rendering  a  fair 
aooeunt  of  it,  and  assigning  for  it  many  satisfactory  reasons, 
drawn  from  die  general  equity  of  thecase,  from  the  nature 
of  God,  his  attributes,  and  his  relations  to  men;  from 
the  congruity  of  this  proceeding  to  thelenour  of  God's  pro* 
Tidence,  to  his  most  andent  purposes,  to  the  true  intent  of 
his  promises,  to  his  express  declarations  and  predictions ; 
to  the  state  of  things  in  the  world,  and  the  presnng  needs 
of  all  mankind :  such  reasons  (I  say,  which  I  have  not 
time  more  explicitly  to  relate)  doth  the  Apostle  produce 
in  favour  of  this  great  dispensation }  die  which  did  suffice 
to  clear  and  justify  it  from  all  their  objections ;  yet  not- 
withstanding, after  that  he  had  steered  his  discourse  through 
aU  these  rocks,  he  thought  it  safe  to  cast  anchor ;  winding 
up  the  contest  in  this  modest  intimation^  that  whatever  he 
eouM  say,  mi^t  not  perhi^  exhaust  the  difficulty,  or 
void  all  scruple ;  that  therefore  in  this,  and  in  all  such  cases, 
tor  entire  satisfaction,  we  should  have  recourse  to  the  in- 
comprehensible wisdom  of  God,  who  £nequentiy  in  the 
ooiune  of  his  providmoe  doth  act  upon  grounds,  and  or* 
dereth  things  in  methods,  transcending  our  ability  to  dis- 
cover or  trace:  to  consider  some  causes  and  reasons  of 
which  inconqurehensibility,  and  to  ground  thereon  some 
practical  advices^  will  be  the  scope  of  my  discourse :  the 
^  xeasons  may  be  these : 

1.  As  tlM(  dealingsof  very  wise  men  smnetimes  are  found- 
cd  upon  maxim^  and  admit  justifications,  not  obvious 
nor  penetrable  by  vulgar  conceit ;  so  may  Qod  act  accord- . 
ing  to  rules  of  wisdom  and  justice,  which  it  may  be  quite 
impossible  by  our  fiEu^ulties  to  apprehend,  or  with  our  means 
to  descry. 

As  there  are  natural  modes  of  b^ng  and  operation, 
•^auch  as  God's  necessary  subsistence,  his  production  of 
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SERM.  things  from  nothing,  his  eternity  wiAout  euocesfflon,  hig 

^^'     immensity  without  extencdon,  his  prescience  without  ne« 

pessitation  of  events,  his  ever  acting,  but  never  changing  ; 

and  the  like,)  so  there  may  be  prudential  and  moral  rulea 

of  proceeding  far  above  our  reach ;  so  God  himself  telleth 

IsB.  It.  0.    us :  As  the  keavcfis  are  higher  than  the  earthy  so  are  my  toayi 

higher  than  your  wayi^  and  my  thoughts  than  your  ffumghts* 

Some  of  them  we  may  be  uncapable  to  know,  because  of 

our  finite  nature ;  they  being  peculiar  objects  of  divine  wis4 

dom,  and  not  to  be  understood  by  any  creature :  for  as 

God  cannot  impart  the  power  of  doing  all  things  possible, 

so  may  he  not  communicate  the  faculty  of  knowing  all 

things  intelligible  ;  that  being  indeed  to  ungod  himself,  or 

to  deprive  himself  of  his  peerless  supremacy  in  wisdom; 

1  Tim.  1.    hence  is  he  styled  the  only  wise  God ;  hence  he  is  said  to 

Rom.  xvi.  dvceU  in  light  inaccessible  ;  hence  he  chargeth  the  angels 

^7.  withfoUy ;  hence  the  most  illuminate  seraphims  do  veil 

1  Tkn.  vi.  their  faces  before  him. 

J^  •    to       Other  such  rules  we  may  not  be  able  to  perceive  from 
Uh.  vi.  2.   the  meanness  of  our  nature,  or  our  low  rank  among  crea- 
tures :  for  beneath ,  omniscience  there  being  innumeirable 
fonp^  of  inteUigence,  in  the  lowest  of  these  we  sit,  one  re- 
move from  beasts ;  being  endowed  with  capacities  suitable 
to  that  inferior  station,  and  to  those  meaner  employments, 
^p  ^.  *^*  for  which  we  were  designed  and  framed ;  whence  our  mind 
'hath  a  ptch,  beyond  which  it  cannot  soar;  and  things 
clearly  intelligible  to  more  noble  creatures,  moving  in  a 
17^'  ^^  higher  orb,  may  be  dark  and  unexplicable  to  us:  As  an  an-- 
fi,    *      gdqf  Gody  so  is  my  lord  the  kingy  to  discern  good  and  body 
was  an  expression  importing  this  difference,  how  those  glo* 
nous  creatures  do  overtop  us'in  intellectual  capacities. 

Also  divers  notions  not  ^mply  pasung  our  capacity  to 
know,  we  are  not  yet  in  condition  to  ken,  by  reason  of 
our  circumstances  here,  in  this  dark  comer  of  things,  to 
which  we  are  confined  and  wherein  we  lie  under  many 
disadvantages  of  attaining  knowledge.  He  that  is  shut 
up  in  a  close  place,  and  can  only  peep  through  chinks, 
who  standeth  in  a  valley,  and  bath  his  prospect  inter* 
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cepted,  who  is  encompassed  with  fogs,  who  hath  but  a 
dusky  light  to  view  thhigs  by,  whose  eyes  are  weak  or  foul, 
how  caa  he  see  much  or  far;  how  can  be  discern  things  re- 
mote, minute,  or  subtile,  clearly  and  distinctly  ?  Such  is  our 
case ;  our  mind  is  pent  up  in  the  body,  and  looketh  only 
through  those  clefts  by  which  objects  strike  our  sense ;  its 
intuition  is  limited  within  a  very  small  compass ;  it  resideth 
in  an  atmosphere  of  fancy,  stuffed  with  exhalations  from 
temper,  appetite^  passion,  interest;  its  light  is  scant  and 
faint,  (for  sense  and  experience  do  reach  only  some  few  gross 
matters  of  fact;  light  infused,  and  revelation  imparted  to 
us,  proceed  from  arbitrary  dispensation,  in  definite  mea- 
0ures ;)  our  ratiocination  consequently  from  such  principles 
must  be  very  short  and  defective ;  nor  are  our  minds  ever 
thoroughly  sound^^  or  pure  and  defecate  from  prejudices ; 
hence  no  wonder,  that  now  we  are  wholly  ignorant  of  di* 
vers  great  truths,  or  have  but  a  glimmering  notion  of  them, 
which  we  may  and  hereafter  shall  come  fully  and  clearly  to 
understand ;  so  that  even  Apostles,  the  secretaries  of  hea- 
ven,  might  say,  We  know  in  party  and  we  prophecy  in  part;  J  Cot.  i 
we  now  see  thorough  a  glass  darkly^  but  thenjace  to  face,  , 

In  fine,  those  rules  of  equity  or  expedience,  which  we 
in  our  transactions  with  one  another  do  use,  (being  de- 
rived from  our  original  inclinations  to  like  some  good 
things,  or  from  notions  stamped  on  our  soul  when  God 
made  us  according  to  his  image,  from  common  experience, 
from  any  kind  of  rational  collection,  from  the  prescription 
of  God's  word,)  if  they  be  applied  to  the  dealings  of  God, 
will  be  found  very  incongruous,  or  deficient ;  the  case  being 
vastly  altered,  from  that  infinite  distance  in  nature  and  state 
between  Grod  and  us ;  and  from  the  immense  differences 
which  his  relations  toward  us  have  from  our  relations  to 
one  another. 

Wherefore,  in  divers  inquiries  about  Providence,  to 
which  our  curiosity  will  stretch  itself,  it  is  impos^ble  for 
us  to  be  resolved  ;  and  launching  into  them,  we  shall  soon 
get  out  of  our  depth,  so  as  to  swim  in  dissatisfaction,  or 
to  sink  into  distnist :  Why  God  made  the  world  at  such 
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SERM*  an  instant^  no  sooner  or  later ;  why  he  made  it  thus,  not 
^V*  exempt  from  all  disorder;  why  he  framed  nmn  (the  prince 
of  visible  creatures)  bo  fallible  and  frail,  so  prone  to  sin^  so 
liable  to  misery :  why  so  many  things  ha{q)en  offenave  to 
him,  why  his  gifts  are  distributed  with  such  inequality  ? 
Such  questions  we  are  iqpt  to  propound  and  to  debate ;  but 
the  resolution  of  them  our  mind  perhaps  was  not  made  to 
apprehend,  nor  in  its  most  elevate  condition  shall  attain  it: 
however,  in  this  state  We  by  no  means  can  come  at  it;  it 
at  least  being  kept  dose  from  us  among  those  things,  of 
eat  zsiz.  which  it  is  said,  the  eeeret  things  belong  unio  the  Lord  our 
God,  in  distinctioa  from  others,  about  which  it  is  added, 
but  those  Aat  etre  revealed  belong  unio  us,  and  to  ow  chS^ 
dren  Jbr  ever. 

Ifa  such  cases  the  absolute  will,  the  sovereign  authorityi^ 

the  pure  Kberality  of  Grod  do  supply  the  place  of  reasons  ; 

.  on.  ix.    sufEcient,  if  not  to  satisfy  the  mimls  of  men  fondly  curious, 

'  xl    9  y^*  ^  *^P  ^^  mouths  of  those  who  are  boldly  peremptory : 

the  which  are  alleged,  not  with  intent  to  imply  that  God 

ever  acteth  unaccountably,  or  without  highest  reaison,  but 

that  sometimes  his  methods  of  acting  are  not  fit  subjects  of 

*  our  conception  or  discussion ;  fcr  otherwhile  God  appeaL 

SD.  zvifi.  eth  to  the  verdict  of  our  reason ;  when  the  case  is  such  that 

'dcxviii^^  can  aj^rehend  it^  and  the  apprehension  of  it  may  cottb 

duce  to  good  purposes. 
*•  ^'  ^        2.  As  the  standing  rules  of  God's  acting,  so  the  occa. 
sional  grofflUa  thereof  are  commonly  placed  beyond  the 
sphere  of  our  apprehension. 

Gkxi  is  obliged  to  prosecute  his  own  immutable  de» 

lb  L  ii.crees ;  working  all  IhtTigs,  as  the  Apostle  saith,  according 

to  the  counsel  of  his  own  wiU ;  which  how  can  we  anywise 

come  to  discover  ?   Can  we  climb  up  above  the  heaven  of 

heavens,  and  there  unlock  his  closet,  rifle  his  cabinet,  and 

peruse  the  records  of  everlasting  destiny,  by  which  the 

n.  »•     world  is  governed  ?  No;    Who  knoweth  his  mind,  or  haih 

^  13.  been  his  counsellor  f  Who,  saith  the  Prophet,  hath  stood  in 

-♦  xxiii  fj^g  counsel  of  the  Lord;  or  hath  perceived  and  heard  his 

\3ii3L.\%wordf 
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lS»A<Ah9eil9'AtkeJMT^8ymfdtrjfikerri^  he  gBRM. 

doth  weigh  Amr  ^piriis^  and  fAeir  woriss ;  he  doth  know     LV'- 
Oeirjramej  ]m  dcOi  wtderskxnd  Aeir  ikoughte  €^  <ff^ ;  ' 

he  perca veth  their  closest  mtentkms,  their  deepest  eontriraii. 
eeB^tharinostivftiredbehaviourB;  heocxRse^ueiitiiy  is  acquasit. 
ed  with  their  true  qual'^ealioiiS)  capacities,  and  merits;  unto 
whk^henostjttstlyaiid  wisdly  doth  aooomiiKMkte  his  deal-    ' 
ings  with  liieni ;  the  which  therefore  must  often  thwart  the  . 
opinioiiB  and  expeetatieBs  of  us,  who  are  ignorant  of  those 
particulars,  and  cim  only  Tiew  the  exterior  face  or  semblance 
of  things:  for(asSamuel,intheeaseof  prefemngiDayidbefore 
his  bi^hren,  ifidsay)  Chdsee^npiasff9nnseeih;Jbrfnanl  Sam.zVL 
JocktihonikemUward(q)pearancefbuiGodIocke^ 

God  also  hath  a  perfect  foresight  of  contingent  events ; 
he  seeth  upon  what  pin  each  wheel  moveth,  and  withisft.xly.li> 
what  wdgfat  ererj  scale  wilt  be  turned ;  he  discemeth  all 
the  connections,  all  the  entanglements  of  things,  and  what 
the  result  will  be  upon  the  combination,  or  the  clashing  of 
numberless  causes ;  in  correspondence  to  winch  perceptions 
he  doth  order  things  eonsistenti j  and  conyeniently ;  where- 
BB  we  bmng  stark  bKnd,  or  very  dim-sighted  in  such  re* 
spects,  (seeing  nothing  future,  and  but  few  things  present,) 
cannot  apprehend  what  is  fit  and  feasible ;  or  why  that  is ' 
done,  idiich  appeareth  done  to  us. 

God  obserreth  in  what  relations,  and  what  degrees  of 
oomparison,  (as  to  their  natures,  their  virtues,  their  con- 
sequences,) dl  tUngs  do  stand,  each  toward  others;  so 
pcnsing  them  in  the  balance  of  right  judgment,  as  exactiy 
to  distinguish  thor  just  weight  and  worth :  whereas  we 
cannot  tell  what  things  to  compare,  we  know  not  how  to 
put  them  into  the  scale,  we  are  unapt  to  make  due  allow- 
ances, we  are  unable  to  discern  which  side  doth  over^ 
weigh :  in  the  immense  variety  of  objects  our  knowledge 

•  Amr.  x?L  S.  Imu  xzvL  7.  1  Ssm.  U.  3.  PioL  diL  14b  cxzvia.  9.  Izit.S. 
Job  sir.  IS. 

'H/mTi  fM9  yk^  fUva  i^fut  t»  it^yftMrm*  «  Hi  m  than  Qtk.$  tui  rSt  rmSrm 

4^*    Theoi,  Sjp,  3. 
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SERM.  doth  extend  to  few  things  eligible,  nor  among  them  can  we 
ff   ^   ^^'     pick  out  the  best  competitors  for  our  choice;  hence  oft^a. 
must  we  be  at  great  losses  in  scanning  the  designs,  or  trac* 
ing  the  footsteps  of  Providence. 

3*  We  are  also  incapable  thoroughly  to  discern  the  ways 
of  Providence  from  our  moral  defects,  in  some  measure 
common  to  all  men ;  from  our  stupidity,  our  sloth,  our  te- 
merity, our  impatience,  our  impurity  of  heart,  our  perverse- 
ness  of  will  and  affections :  we  have  not  the  perspicadty  to 
espy  the  subtile  trads  and  secret  reserves  of  divine  wis* 
dom ;  we  have  not  the  industry,  with  steady  implication  of 
mind,  to  regard  and  meditate  on  God^s  works ;  we  have 
not  the  temper  and  patience  to  wait  upon  God,  until  he 
discover  himself  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  purposes ; 
Matt.  Y.  8.  we  have  not  that  blessed  purUy  ofhea/rt^  which  is  requisite- 
to  the  seeing  God  in  his  special  .dispensations ;  we  have  not 
that  rectitude  of  will  and  government  of  our  passions,  as 
not  to  be  scandalized  at  what  God  doeth,  if  it  thwarteth 
our  conceit  or  humour :  such  defects  are  observable  in  the 
best  men ;  who  therefore  have  misapprehended,  have  dis« 
relished,  have  fretted  and  murmured  at  the  proceedings  of 
God :  we  might  instance  in  Job,  in  David,  in  Elias,  ia 
Jonah,  in  the  holy  Apostles  themselves,  by  whose  speeches 
and  deportments  in  some  cases,  it  may  appear  how  difficult 
Job  z.  4.  it  is  for  us,  who  have  ej/es  of  jkshy  as  Job  speaketh,  and 
hearts  too  never  quite  freed  of  carnality,  to  see  through,  or 
fully  to  acquiesce  in  the  dealings  of  Grod. 

It  is  indeed  a  distemper  incident  to  us,  which  we  can 
hardly  shun,  or  cure,  that  we  are  apt  to  measure  the 
equity  and  expedience  of  things  according  to  our  opinions 
/  and  passions:  affecting  consequently  to  impose  on  God 
<  our  silly  imaginations  as  rules  of  his  proceeding,  and  to 
constitute  him  the  executioner  of  our  sorry  pas^ons :  what 
we  conceit  fit  to  be  done,  that  we  take  God  bound  to 
perform ;  when  we  feel  ourselves  stirred,  then  we  presume 
God  must  be  alike  concerned :  to  our  apprehensions  every 
slight  inconvenience  is  a  huge  calamity,  every  scratch  of 
fortune  is  a  ghastly  wound;    God  therefore,  we  thinkji 
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sjhould  hare  prevented  it,  or  must  presently  remove  it;  SERM. 
every  pitiful  bauble*  every  trivial  accommodation  is  a  mat- 


ter  of  high  consequence,  which  if  God  withhold,  we  are 
ready  to  clamour  on  him,  and  wail  as  children  for  want  of 
a  trifle.  Are  we  soundly  angry,  or  inflamed  with  zeal? 
then  ^re  must  come  down  fnym  heaven^  then  thundertiolts  Liikcix.54^ 
must  fly  about,  then  nothing  but  sudden  woe  and  ven- 
^ance  are  denounced :  Are  we  pleased  ?  then  lowers  of 
blessings  must  descend  on  the  heads,  then  floods  of  wealth 
must  run  into  the  laps  of  our  favourites,  otherwise  we  are 
not  satisfied ;  and  scarce  can  deem  God  awake,  or  mindful 
of  his  charge.  We  do  beyond  measure  hate  or  despise 
some  persons,  and  to  those  Grod  must  not  aflord  any  favour, 
any  mercy,  any  forbearance,  or  time  of  repentance ;  we  ex* 
cessively  admire  or  dote  on  others,  and  those  Grod  must  not 
touch  or  cross :  if  he  doth  not  proceed  thus,  he  is  in  danger 
to  forfeit  his  authority :  he  must  hardly  be  allowed  to  go- 
vern the  world,  in  case  he  will  not  square  his  administra- 
tions to  our  fond  conceit,  or  froward  humour :  hence  no 
wonder,  that  men  often  are  stumbled  about  Providence ;  for 
Gt>d  will  not  rule  according  to  their  fancy  or  pleasure,  (it 
would  be  a  mad  world  if  he  should,)  neither  indeed  could 
he  do  so  if  he  would,  their  judgments  and  their  desires  be-  / 
ing  infinitely  various,  inconsistent,  and  repugnant  Again,  / 
4.  The  nature  of  those  instruments  which  divine  Provi- 
dence doth  use  in  administration  of  human  affairs,  hinder- 
eth  us  from  discerning  it :  it  is  an  observation  among  phi- 
losophers, that  the  footsteps  of  divine  wisdom  are,  to  exclu- 
sion of  doubt,  far  more  conspicuous  in  the  works  of  nature, 
than  in  the  management  of  our  affairs  ^ ;  so  that  some  who 
by  contemplation  of  natural  apearances  were  convinced  of 

^  Nam  cum  dippositi  qussissem  foedem  mundi» 
Praescriptosque  man  fines 

tunc  omnia  lebar 
CoDsilio  finnata  Dei  — 
Sed  cum  res  hominum  tanta  caUgine  volvi 

Adspicerem  — 

'    — runus  labefacta  cad«bat 

AcUigio,  kc  Cfaud.  in  Jii{f.  I. 
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SERM.  God^  exMrtence^  and  his  proteetion  xsi  the  world,  (who 
L^*  thenoe  could  not  doubt  but  that  an  iramense  wisdom  had 
erected  the  beautiful  frame  of  heaven  and  earth,  had  ranged 
I>iod.Sic.i.the  stars  ih  thesr  order  and  courses,  had  formed  the  bodies 
XT.  p.  462.  ^jj^  ^g^y„]g  ^  snknale,  had  provided  for  the  subsistence  and 
piopagation  oi  each  species,  had  settled  and  doth  uphold 
die  visible  world  in  its  so  comelj  and  convenient  state,  that 
e^ea  socb  men,)  reflecting  on  the  course  of  human  tiansac- 
tioDs,  have  staggered  into  distrust,  whether  a  divine  wis. 
dom  doth  mt  at  the  helm  of  our  affairs;  many  thoice 
hardly  would  aAnit  God  to  be  conoemed  in  them,  but 
supposed  him  to  commit  their  conduct  to  a  fatal  swinge, 
or  a  causual  fiuetuatioD  of  obvious  causes:  one  great  rea* 
80»  of  this  difieience  may  be,  that  whereas  the  instnu 
menta  of  divine  power  in  nature  are  in  themselves  merely 
passive,  or  act  only  as.  diey  are  acted  by  pure  necesnty, 
(as  a  pen  in  writing,  or  a  hammer  in  striking,)  being 
thence  determinate,  uniform,  constant,  and  certain  in  their 
operatioa;  whenever  there  any  footsteps  of  counsel,  uny 
tendency  to  an  end,  and  deviation  from  the  common  tracks 
of  motion  do  appear,  such  effects  cannot  reasonably  be  im- 
puted merdy  to  natural  causes,  but  to  a  superior  wisdom^ 
wielding  diem  in  such  a  manner,  and  steering  them  to 
such  a  mark :  but  the  risible  ei^nes  of  Providence  in  our 
affairs  are  selfjnoving  agents,  wcnrking  with  knowledge 
and  choice;  the  which,  as  in  themselves  they  are  indeter* 
minate,  irregular,  and  uncertain ;  so  they  are  capable  to  be 
diverdfied  in  numberless  unaccountable  ways,  according  to 
various  representations  of  objects,  or  by  influence  of  divers 
principles  inclining  to  judge  and  choose  diffclrently :  tenu 
per,  humour,  passion,  prejudice,  custom,  example,  together 
with  contingendes  of  occasion,  (depending  on  like  prin- 
ciples  in  adjacent  free  causes,)  do  move,  singly  or  com- 
binedly,  in  ways,  so  implicate,  to  the  production  of  so  va- 
rious events,  that  nothing  hardly  can  fall  out,  which  may 
not  with  some  plausible  colour  of  reason  be  derived  from 
some  one  of  those  sources,  or  from  a  complication  of 
them:   nothing  can  appear  so  uncouth  or  extravagantr 
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ivfaich  may  not  be  fathered  on  Bome  fetch  of  wit,  or  some  SERM. 
hit  of  fancy,  or  some  ciqfNricio  of  humour,  or  aome  twuMJ^ort     L V* 
of  paasian,  or  some  lucky  advantage,  or  on  divers  of  those 
€09ispiriiig ;  whence  m  accounting  for  the  reason  of  such  ^ 
events,  men  deem  they  may  leave  out  providence  as  super- 
fluous ;  espedaliy  considering,  that  usually  disorders  and 
defects  only  imputable  to  mane's  will,  do  accompany  and 
further  such  events. 

For  instance,  what  other  cause  would  many  think  need-  Go.  sly.  s. 
ful  to  aas^  for  the  conveyance/>f  Joseph  into  Egypt,  than  p^'^^  |^^ 
the  envy  <^  his  brethren ;  for  Shema^s  reviling  David,  than  8  S«n.  xvL 
his  base  malignity;  for  Savid'^s  numbering  the  people,  than  ^^^^^  |^ 
his  wanton  pride ;  f<»:  Jeioboam^s  revolt,  than  his  unruly '  Kingiiil. 
ambition ;  for  Job^s  being  robbed,  than  the  thievish  diqxv  job  L  15. 

flition  of  die  Arabs ;  for  his  beinir  diseased,  than  a  redund-^  ..  ^ 

AcUii.  S& 
ance  of  bad  humours ;  for  our  Lord's  suffering,  than  theiv.  sa. 

«pitefui  rage  c^the  Jewish  rulers  and  people ;  together  with 
"the  treacherous  avarice  of  Judas,  and  the  corrupt  easiness  of 
Pilate?  These  events  all  of  them  are  ascribed  to  God's  Jiand 
and  special  ordination;  but  men  could  sot  see  or  avow  it  in 
them  :  what  need,  will  men  ever  say,  in  such  cases  to  intra, 
duce  Gk)d'Baid,  when  human  means  su|Soe  to  achieve  the  feat  ? 
5.  Indeed,  as  in  nature,  the  influences  of  heaven,  and 
of  inferior  causes,  so  commonly  in  the  production  of  these 
events,  divine  and  human  agency  are  so  knit  and  twisted 
one  with  the  other,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  discriminate  them, 
eo  as  to  sever  the  bounds  of  common  and  spedal  Providence; 
or  to  discern  what  God  performeth  by  natural  instruments, 
what  by  superior  e£Scacy ;  when  the  balance  tumeth  from 
our  inclinations,  whei  it  is  cast  from  a  grain  thrown  in  by 
divine  interposition ;  the  management  of  these  affairs  be- 
ing a  concert,  wherein  God^s  wisdom  beareth  one  part, 
man's  free-will  playeth  another  c ;  fortune  and  occasion  al- 
SD  do  strike  in ;  we  iiot  seeing  the  first,  are  prone  to  as< 
crifae  ail  the  harmony  to  the  last,  which  are  most  obviour 
and  visible. 

*  Oi«f  ^9  irdwrm^  umi  furk  GUp  rv^n  ftmi  mat^h  rk  it^^nm  nvCi^fSn  lift- 
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S£RM.      6.  The  more  apt  we  are  to  do  thus,  because  the  maimer 

L V.     of  divine  efficacy  is  ever  very  soft  and  gentle :  Grod  dis^ 

WUd.viii  1.  poseth  xltkmg^Jbrtiter  et  suaviier ;  so  as  effectually  to  per- 

t&f^m  zmi  form  what  he  designeth,  but  in  the  most  sweet  and  easy 

way ;  his  providence  doth  not  huny  &long  like  an  impetu-^ 

ous  rumbling  torrent,  but  glideth  on  as  a  smooth  and  still 

current,  with  an  irresistible  but  imperceptible  force  carry* 

ing  things  down  therewith ;  without  much  ado,  without 

I  any  clatter,  by  a  nod  of  his  head,  by  a  whisper  of  his 

mouth,  by  a  turn  of  his  hand,  he  doth  effect  his  purposes ; 

fiiS  rtut    winding  up  a  close  spring,  he  setteth  the  greatest  wheels 

dt  Ijum  i[r^  ^^  motion;  and  thrusting  in  an  insensible  spoke,  he  stoppeth 

M*^      the  greatest  wheels  in  their  career ;  injecting  a  thought, 

exciting  an  humour,  presenting  an  occasion,  insinuating  a 

petty  accident,  he  bringeth  about  the  most  notable  events. 

PsaL  xmii.  He  doth  ^Jashion  the  hearts  qfrneriy  so  manage  their  hands^ 

iBa.  zii.  13.  so  guide  their  stepsj  that  even  they  who  are  acted  by  him 

kiiL  6.       cannot  feel  the  least  touch  upon  them.    For,  the  king^s  heart 

l,  zz.  24.   is  in  the  hand  <^  the  Lord^  as  the  rivers  of  waters ;  he 

fob  wt^  ^wm^A  it  wheresoever  he  wUl ;  that  is,  by  secret  pipes,  by 

14.  xziti    obscure  channels,  God  conveyeth  the  minds  and  wills  of 

W  XXL  greatest  persons  (the  chief  en^es  of  his  providence)  unto 

*  such  points  of  resolution  as  he  pleaseth,  so  that  they  seem 

to  flow  thither  of  their  own  accord,  without  any  exterior 

direction  or  impulse  ;  hence  do  his  most  effectual  operations 

slip  by  us  without  making  impression  on  our  minds,  which 

are  wont  to  apprehend  things,  as  with  a  gross  palpability 

they  do  incur  the  senses,  so  that  the  Preacher,  comparing 

the  methods  of  Providence  with  the  most  dccult'proceed- 

Sodes.  xi.  ings  in  nature,  might  well  say,  As  thou  knowest  net  the 

^  way  of  the  spirit^  nor  haw  the  horns  do  grow  in  the  womb  . 

of  her  that  is  with  child ;  so  ihou  knowest  not  the  wotks  of 

Go4^  who  mdkethdU.    Again, 

7.  God,  in  his  progress  toward  the  achievement  of  any 
design,  is  not  wont  to  go  in  the  most  direct  and  compen« 
dious  ways,  but  commonly  windeth  about,  and  taketh  a 
large  compass,  enfolding  several  other  coincident  pur« 
poses,  some  whereof  may  be  no  less  considerable,  than  is 
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that,  ^hich  we  deem  most  necessary,  and  afiect  to  see  dis-  SERM. 
patched :  but  this  course  6eemeth  tedious  to  us,  who  have     ^^' 
not  the  wit  to  perceive  that  complexion  of  ends,  nor  the 
temper  to  wait  for  the  completion  of  them.      If  God, 
when  we  seem  to  need,  doth  not  instantly  appear  in  our 
favour  and  succour;  if  he  doth  not  presently  vindicate 
truth  and  right ;  if  he  doth  not  nip  wicked  designs  in  the 
bud,  and  repress  the  first  onsets  of  outrageous  violence ;  if 
for  a  while  he  sufiereth  the  tabemacks  of  robbers  to  pros- 
ptTy  and  iniquity  to  lift  up  its  horn ;  then  he  is  in  a  slum- 
ber, quite  unmindful  or  intensible  of  us ;  then  he  tumeth 
aside  his  face,  or  doth  behold  what  passeth  as  an  uncon- 
cerned spectator ;  then  he  standeth  aloof,  unready  to  help 
us ;  then  dc^  he  hold  off  his  hand,  not  meddling  in  our 
affairs :  in  such  cases  we  are  apt  to  cry  out,  Estis  ubi?  O  SiL  ItaL 
superil  ^  How  long,  O  Lord^  wilt  thoujbrget ;  how  long 
tviit  thou  hide  thy  face  f    Lord^  how  long  wilt  thou  hoh 
cnf    AwaJcej  why  steepest  thouy  O  Lordf   why  standest 
thou  qfbr  qfff  why  wkhdrawest  thou  thy  hand  f    Pluck  it 
out  of  thy  bosom :  Return,  0  Lord,  haw  long  f    Such  are 
our  prayers,  such' our  expostulations ;  so  is  our  blind  im- 
patience prone  to  muse  and  mutter ;  not  considering  how 
many  good  designs  Grod  is  carrying  on  in  a  calm  and 
steady  pace,  by  well  measured  steps,  all  which,  in  due  sea- 
son, when  they  are  ripe  for  accomplishment,  shall  undoubt- 
edly be  effected;  for.  The  Lord^  as  St.  Peter  saith,  is  no<(j^. ,T«t, 
slack  concerning  his  promise^  as  some  men  count  slackness;  |*^    . 
but  is  long-differing  toward  aUmen;  that  is,  he  certiunly  9^  la 
will  express  his  faithful  benignity  toward  good  men,  yet  so 
as  also  to  extend  his  merciful  patience  toward  others ;  he 
so  will  tender  the  interests  of  some,  as  concurrently  to  pro- 
cure the  welfare  of  all,  and  accordingly  will  time  his  pro- 
ceedings, allowing  the  leisure  and  opportunities  requisite 
thereto :  he  can,  although  we  cannot,  Tvait  to  be  gracious  ;  j^ 
for  as  in  him  there  are  no  passions  to  precipitate  action ;  la 

'  PsaL  xiu.  ].  Izzzi^.  46.  x&  IS.  Uxir.  10.  zUt.  24  W.l.  niv.  S.  xnv. 
17.  xHt.  S3.  xzxY.  S3.  viL  6.  Uudv.  11.  z.  1.  zc.  13.  lu  i.  viL  7.  Izzs.  li^ 
acdL  1.  XL  19.  joKTiii.  2.  luu.  12.   Vid.  Hsb.  L  2.  ' 

VOL.  III.  H 
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SERM.  00  to  him  there  are  no  sensible  difFerences  of  time,  one  doff 
LV»     being  wUh  the  Lord  as  a  thousand  tfears,  and  a  thotaand 

'  t^ears  as  one  day, 

8.  Again,  God  (as  is  the  property  of  every  wise  agent) 
is  wont  to  act  variously,  according  to  the  state  and  ciroum. 
stances  of  things,  or  to  the  dispositions  and  capacities  of 
persons :  so  as  to  do  the  same  thing  for  different  ends,  and 
different  things  for  the  same  end  ;  to  apply  one  instrument 
to  several  uses,  and  by  several  instruments  to  work  out  one 
purpose :  so  he  afficteth  good  men  out  of  love,  for  trial 
and  improvement  of  their  virtues,  bad  men  in  displeasure, 
to  illustrate  his  power  and  justice  on  them ;  he  encourageth 
and  blesseth  the  one,  he  punisheth  and  curseth  the  other 
with  prosperity ;  he  reclaimeth  both  from  error  and  an  by 
either  of  those  methods,  as  their  temper  and  thdr  circum^ 
stances  do  require.  Whence  it  is  very  difficult  for  us  ever 
from  the  kind  of  accid^ts  befalling  men,  to  divine  how  far 
God  is  conemed  in  them,  or  to  what  particular  scope  they 
are  aimed ;  so  that  well  might  the  Preacher,  upon  a  careful 

Eodei.  is.  observation  of  duch  occurrences,  establish  this  rule.  No  man 

'  '         kfuyooefh  love  or  hatred  (that  is,  the  special  regard  of  God 

toward  men)  bjf  all  that  is  before  them;  because,  aU  things 

come  aUke  to  all :  there  is  one  event  to  ihe  righteous  and  to 

the  wicked.    Farther, 

Htb.  m.  6*  0.  There  are  different  ends  which  Providence,  in  various 
order  and  measure,  doth  pursue,  which  we,  by  reason  of 
our  dim  insight  and  short  prospect,  cannot  descry :  God, 
as  the  universal  and  perpetual  governor  of  the  world,  ixK 
his  dispensation  of  things,  respecteth  not  only  the  good  of 
this  or  that  person,  of  one  nation  or  one  age ;  but  often 
in  some  degree  waving  that,  or  taking  care  fen:  it  in  a  less 
remarbable  way,  hath  a  provident  regard  to  the  more  ex« 
tensive  good  of  a  whole  people,  of  the  world,  of  posteiity  ; 
as  he  did  order  his  friend  Abraham  to  wander  in  a  strangle 
land  for  the  benefit  of  his  seed ;  Joseph  to  be  sold,  ca^ 
lumniated,  and  fettered  for  the  preservation  of  his  fa^ 
mily;  our  Lord  to  suffer  those  grievous  things  for  the 
r^emption  of  mankind;   the  Jews  to  be  rejected   foi^ 
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the  salvation  of  the  Gentiles:  in  such  cases  purblind  men^  SERM. 
observing  events  to  cross  particular  and  present  ends,  but     ^V. 
not  being  aware  how  conducible  they  may  prove  to  general,  ' 

remote,  and  ipore  important  designs,  can  hardly  be  satisfied 
how  God  should  be  concerned  in  them;  the  present,  or 
that  which  lieth  adjacent  just  under  our  nose,  is  all  that 
we  can  or  will  consider ;  and  therefore  must  be  ill  judges 
of  what  is  done  by  all-provident  wisdom. 

10.  Again,  God  permitteth  things,  bad  in  their  own  na< 
lure,  with  regard  to  their  instrumental  use  and  tendency ; 
for  that  often  the  worst  things  may  be  ordinable.to  the 
best  ends ;  things  very  Ktter  may  work  pleasant  effects ; 
upon  the  wildest  stock  divine  husbandry  can  ingraft  most 
excellent  fruit ;  sin  really,  and  suffering  reputedly,  are  the 
worst  evils,  yet  from  them  much  glory  to  God  and  great 
benefit  to  men  do  accrue ;  even  from  the  most  wicked  act 
that  ever  was  committed,  from  the  most  lamentable  event 
that  ever  did  happen,  fruits  admirably  glorious  and  im« 
mensely  beneficial  did  spring ;  yet  usually  so  blind  are  we 
as  to  be  offended  at  such  things,  and  from  them  to  raise 
exceptions  against  Providence. 

11.  Also  the  expediency  of  things  to  be  permitted  or 
(Crossed,  doth  (requentiy  consist,  not  in  themselves  nngly 
taken,  as  particular  acts  or  events,  but  in  their  conjunct 
Hon,  or  reference  to  others,  with  which  they  may  become 
subservient  toward  a  common  end ;  so  that  divers  things  in 
themselves  extremely  bad  may  by  combination  or  collision 
engender  good  effects ;  and  thence  prove  fit  weapons  or 
tools  of  Providence ;  as  the  most  deadly  poisons  may  be 
80  mixed^  that  curlnng  one  another^s  force,  they  may  con-, 
stitute  a  harmless  mass,  sometimes  a  wholesome  medicine : 
but  we  poring  on  the  simple  ingredients,  and  not  consider* 
ing  how  they  may  be  tempered,  or  how  applied  by  a  skilful 
handy  can  hardly  deem  the  toleration  of  them  congruous 
to  wisdom.    Farther, 

12.  That  Providence  sometimes  is  obscure  and  intricate, 
piay  be  attributed  to  the  will  of  God,  upon  divers  good 
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SERM.  itccounts  designing  it  to  be  such :  VerUyy  suth  the  Pro* 
LV'     phet,  iho^  art  a  God  that  hidest  thyself^  0  God  of  Israel^ 

!•».  xlv.  15.  the  Saviour. 

^  l«uur.  Qod  commonly  doth  not  mtend  to  exert  his  hand  no-. 
toriously ;  for  that  whereas  every  special  interposition  of 
his  hand  is  in  effect  a  miracle,  (surmounting  the  natural 
power  or  thwarting  the  ordinary  course  of  inferior  causes,) 
it  doth  not  become  him  to  prostitute  his  miraculous  power, 
^  to  es^ert  it  o^erwise  than  upon  singular  occasions,  and 
for  most  weighty  causes :  it  is  not  conformable  to  the  te^ 
nour  of  his  administrations  to  convince  men  against  their 
will,  or  by  irresistible  evidence  to  wring  persuasion  from 
stubborn  or  stupid  minds ;  but  to  exercise  the  wisdom,  and 
to  prove  the  ingenuity  of  well-disposed  persons,  who  upon 
competent  intimations  shall  be  capable  to  spell  out,  and 
forward  to  iqpprove  his  proceedings. 

18.  He  will  not  glare  forth  in  discoveries  so  bright  aa 
to  dazzlai,  to  confound  our  weak  sight ;  therefore  he  veil. 

H^.iii.4.  ^th  his  face  with  a  cloud,  and  Wrappeth  his  power  in 

?'*^a*7i'  ^™®  obscurity;  therefore  chuds  and  darkness  are  roundi 
*  about  him:  he  maketh  darkness  his  secret  place;  his  pct^ 
vilion  round  about  him  is  dark  waters  and  thick  clouds  of 
the  sky. 

14.  He  meaneth  thereby  to  improve  and  exalt  our  faith, 
being  the  less  seen,  that  he  may  be  the  more  believed; 
faith  never  rising  higher  than  when  it  doth  soar  to  objects 
beyond  our  aght ;  when  we  can  approve  Grod^s  wisdom  and 
justice  in  occurences  surmounting  our  conceit ;  when  we 
can  rely  upon  God'^s  word  and  help,  although  the  stream^ 
of  his  proceedings  seemeth  to  cross  our  hopes. 

15.  It  b  fit  also  that  God  many  times  designedly  should 
act  in  ways  surpassing  our  apprehension,  and  apt  to  baffle 
or  puzzle  our  reason,  that  he  may  appear  God  indeed, 
infinitely  triinseending  us  in  perfection  of  wisdom  and  jus. 
tice;   or  that  we,  comprehending  the  reason  of  his  act?. 

.    fngs,  may  not  imagine  our  wisdom  comparable,  our  jiis- 
|ice  commensurate  to  his;  yea,  that  we  in  those  respect^ 
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do  exceed  him;  for  Tkaty  as  Tertullian  difioourseth,  SEttM. 
tMeh  may  he  teeny  U  lees  than  ihe  eyes  that  survey  U;  ^^' 
ihat  which  may  be  comprehendedj  is  less  than  the  hands 
that  grasp  it ;  that  which  may  be  valued^  is  less  Ihan  the 
sens^  which  rate  ii^.  It  is  God^s  being  iBestimaUe  that 
makes  him  worthily  esteemed  f;  his  being  inoomprehenaF^ 
ble  rendereth  him  adorable* 

19.  The  obscurity  dT  Providence  doth  indeed  conciliate 
an  awful  reverence  toward  it ;  for  darkness  naturally  rais^ 
eth  a  dread  of  invisible  powers ;  we  use  to  go  on  trembling- 
ly^  when  we  cannot  see  far  about  us ;  we  regard  none  so 
much  as  those,  whose  wisdom  we  find  to  overreach  ours, 
and  whose  intentions  we  cannot  sound :  it  was  Elihu^s  ob* 
aervadon,  With  God  is  terrible  majesty :  the  Almighty ^  w^  Job  zut& 
canrwtfind  him  out ;— men  do  therefore  fiar  him.-  **»  ^»  **• 

17.  It  is  also  requifflte,  that  God  should  dispose  many 
occurrences,  cross  to  our  vulgar  notions,  and  offensive  to 
our  carnal  sense,  that  we  may  thence  be  prompted  to 
think  of  Grod,  driven  to  seek  him,  engaged  to  mark  him 
interposing  in  our  affairs :  men  from  disorderly  and  sur:- 
prising  accidents  preposterously  do  conceive  doubts  ab- 
out Providence,  as  if  it  managing  things,  nothing  odd,  or 
amisS)  would  occur ;  whereas  if  no  such  events  did  start 
up,  they  might  be  proner  to  question  it,  they  would  at 
least  come  to  forget  or  neglect  it;  for  if  human  transac- 
tions passed  on  as  do  the  motions  of  nature,  in  a  smooth 
course,  without  any  rub  or  disturbance,  men  commonly 
would  no  more  think  of  Grod  than  they  do  when  they 
behold  the  sun  rising,  the  rivers  running,  the  sea  flowing ; 
they  would  not  depend  on  his  protection,  or  have  re» 
course  to  him  for  succour:  it  is  difficulty  and  distress 
seizing  on  them,  which  compel  men  to  implore  God  for 
relief,  which  dispose  tbcm  to  see  his  hand  reaching  it  forth 

*  Quod  videri  communiter,  quod  compreheDdi,  quod  Mtunari  potest^  minuf 
tst  oenlis  quibuf  oceupatur,  et  manibus  quibus  contaminatur,  et  aeniibuf 
qmbua  inTeDitor.    TerL  ApoL  17. 

'  Hoc  est  quod  Deum  sstiinari  fitfit,  dum  sestimari  non  capit;    TerU  10» 

hS 
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;SERM*  unto  them ;  according  to  that  in  the  Psafan ;  When  he  slew 
LV'      themj  then  they  sought  him ;  they  returned  emd  inquired 

Ps.lxxTiiL  ^o^hl  ^/^^  God;  they  remembered  that  God  teas  iheir  rock, 

^  8^      and  the  most  high  God  their  redeemer.    Again, 

18.  It  is  needful  that  the  present  course  of  Providende 
should  not  be  transparently  clear  and  satisfactory,  that  we 
may  be  well  assured  concerning  a  future  account,  and 
forced  in  our  thoughts  to  recur  thither  for  a  resolution  of 
all  such  emergent  doubts  and  difBcuIties :  for  if  all  accounts 
were  apparently  stated  and  discharged  here ;  if  now  right 
did  ever  prevail,  and  iniquity  were  suppressed ;  if  Tirtue 
were  duly  crowned,  and  rice  deservedly  scourged,  who 
would  hope  or  fear  an  after-reckoning  ? 

This  indeed  is  the  grand  cause,  why  PtovidtiXictf  now 
doth  ap^ar  so  cloudy,  that  men  consider  not  how  our 
affairs  have  no  complete  determination,  or  final  issue  here ; 
things  now  are  doing,  and  not  done ;  in  a  progress  and 
tendency  toward  somewhat  beyond,  not  in  a  state  of  con- 
sistence and  perfection ;  this  not  being  the  place  of  de- 
ciding causes  or  dispennng  rewards ;  but  a  state  of  proba- 
tion, of  work,  of  travail,  of  combat,  of  running  for  the 
prize,  of  sowing  toward  the  harvest;  a  state  of  liberty  to 
follow  our  own  choice,  and  to  lay  the  ground  of  our 
doom ;  of  falling  into  sin,  and  of  rising  thence  by  repent- 
ance ;  of  God^s  exercising  patience,  and  exhibiting  mercy  : 

Chryf.  torn,  wherefore  as  we  cannot  well  judge  of  an  artificial  work 
^'  *  by  its  first  draughts,  or  of  a  poem  by  a  few  scenes,  but 
must  stay  till  all  be  finished  or  acted  through ;  so  we  can- 
not here  clearly  discern  the  entire  congruity  of  provi- 
dential dispensations  to  the  divine  attributes;  the  cata- 
strophe or  utmost  resolution  of  things  is  the  general  judg« 

B«gn.  iL  7.  ment,  wherein  the  deep  wisdom,  the  exact  justice,  the 
perfect  goodness  of  God  will  be  displayed  to  the  full 
satisfaction  or  conviction  of  all  men;  when  Grod's  ho- 
nour will  be  thoroughly  vindicated,  his  despised  patience 
and  his  abused  grace  will  be  avenged;  every  case  will 
be  rightly  tried,  every  work  will  be  justly  recompensed, 
all  accounts  will  be  set  straight ;  in  the  mean  time  divers 
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Uungs  must  occur^  unaccountable  to  us,  looking  upon  SERM. 
thii^  as  tfaey  now  stand  absolutely  before  us,  without  re-     LV. 
feienoe  to  that  day;  eonsidenng  this  may  induce  us  to 
suspend  our  ofnnion  about  such  matters,  allowing  God  to 
go  through  with  his  work  before  we  censure  it,  not  being 
so  quick  and  precipitate  as  to  forestal  his  judgment :  and  , 
surely,  would  we  but  observe  that  reasonable  itdvice  of  St 
Paul,  Judge  nothing  hefbre  the  time,  until  the  Lord  come^  i  Cor.  ir. 
our  chief  doubts  would  be  resolved,  our  shrewdest  excep-^ 
tions  against  Providence  would  be  voided. 

These  are  the  chief  reasons  of  the  point,  which  medita* 
tion  did  suggest ;  upon  it  (for  it  is  not  a  point  merely 
speculative^  but  pregnant  with  useful  consequences)  divers 
practical  applications  may  be  grounded,  which  the  time 
scarcely  will  allow  me  to  name. 

J.  It  should  render  us  modest  and  sober  in  our  judg- 
ment about  providential  occurrences,  not  pretending  tho- 
roughly to  know  the  reasons  of  God^s  proceedings,  or  to  Eoehis.  10. 
define  the  consequences  of  them ;   for  it  is  plainly  fond  p^  ^^^^^ 
arrogance,  or  profane  imposture,  to  assume  perfect  skill  in  1* 
that  wjiich  passeth  our  capacity  to  learn. 

2.  It  should  make  us  staunch  and  cautious  of  grounding 
judgment  or  censure  upon  present  events  about  any  cause, 
or  any  person ;  for  it  is  notorious  temerity  to  pass  sentence  Lukexiill. 
upon  grounds  uncapable  of  evidence. 

8.  It  should  repress  wanton  curiosity,  which  may  tran- Job  zL  is. 
sport  us  beyond  our  bounds  in  speculation  of  these  myste- 13^  *** 
nous  intrigues ;  so  that  we  shall  lose  our  labour  and  time,  Job  xUL  3. 
shall  discompose  our  minds,  shall  plunge  ourselves  into 
vain  errors  or  anxious  doubts. 

4.  It   should  keep  us  from  conceitedness  and  confi-JobxL4b 
dence  in  our  own  wisdom ;  for  how  can  we  conceit  high- pggj.  ^^5^53, 
ly  of  that,  or  much  confide  in  it,  which  we  find  so  una- **•""*• 
ble  to  penetrate  the  reason  of  most  common  and   obvi- 
ous appearances ;  so  nonplust  in  its  inquiries,  so  defeat- 
ed in  its  expectations,   so  mistaken  in  its  judgments  of 
things  ? 

5.  It  should  preserve  us  from  infidelity,  and  from  d«- 

h4 
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SERM.  spair  upon  aobount  of  any  cross  aeddents  oocUrring  here  i 

^^*     for  it  is  unreasonable  to  disbelieve  a  notion^  otherwise  well 

grounded,  because  we  cannot  assoil  scruples  or  cavils  drawn 

from  matters  inscrutable  to  us ;  it  is  foolish  to  despair  oi 

a  good  event  upon  appearances,  whereof  we  cannot  appre-^ 

hend  the  full  reason,  or  final  result 

SEingizx.     6*  It  should  prevent  our  taking  offence,  or  being  dis^ 

^        .    contented  at  any  events  rising  up  before  us ;  for  to  he 

23.  displeased  at  that,  wliich  a  superior  wisdom,   unsearch-^ 

able  to  us,  doth  order,  is  to  be  displeased  at  we  know  not 

what,  or  why,  which  is  childish  weakness;   to  fret  and 

wwl  at  that,  which,  for  all  We  can  see,  proceedeth  from 

good  intention,  and  tendeth  to  good  issue,  is  pitiful  fro^ 

wardness.  ' 

Eodes.  ▼ill.      7.  It  should  guard  us  from  security,  or  from  presuming 

^^'  upon  impunity  for  our  miscarriages ;  for  seeing  God  doth 

not  always  clearly  and  fully  discover  his  mind,  it  is  vain 

from  God'*s  reservedness  to  conclude  his  unconcemedness ; 

or  because  he  is  now  patient^  that  he  never  will  be  just  in 

chastising  our  offences. 

8.   It  should  quicken  our  industry  in  observing  and 

Isa.  xxfi.    considering  the  works  of  Providence ;   for  since  they  are 

11.  ▼.  12,    not  easily  discernible,  and  the  discerning  them  in  some 

measure  is  sometimes  of  grea:t  use,  it  is  needful  that  we 

be  very  diligent  in  contemplation  of  them;    the   fainter 

our  light  is,  the  more  attent  we  should  be  in  lxx>king ;  the' 

'  knottier  the  subject,  the  more  earnest  should  be  our  study 

on  it. 

9'  It  should  oblige  ud  to  be  circumspect  and  wary  in 
our  conversation;  for  the  darker  the  way  is,  the  mor<^ 
careful  should  b^  our  walking  therein,  lest  we  err,  lest  we 
stumble,  lest  we  strike  on  somewhat  hurtful  to  us. 

10.  It  should  engage  us  constantly  to  seek  God,  and  to 

Je^.  X.  2S.  depend  on  liim,  for  the  protection  and  conduct  of  his  grace^ 

which  is  the  only  clue  that  can  lead  us  safely  through  this 

intricate  labyrinth  of  worldly  contingencies. 

Pfla.zzsvi.     11-  I^^fine,  it  should  cause  us  humbly  to  admire  and 

«.  zeu.5.    adore  that  wisdom,    which  governeth  the  world  in  ways 
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no  less  great  and  wonderful,  than  just  and  holy :   for,  SERM . 
Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works ^  0  Lord  God  AU     ^^' 
mightjf ;  Jiui  arid  true  are  thy  ways^   0  thou  King  ofAj^oe.  xr4 
Saints.  S.xix.2- 

Now  unto  Oie  iing  etetnat,  imimfrtaly  invisible,  the 
only  wise  Godj  he  honour  and  glory  Jbr  ever  and  everi 
Ameni 


SERMON  LVI. 


OF  OBEDIENCE  TO  OUR  SPIRITUAL  GUIDES  AND 
GOVERNORS. 


Heb.  xiii.  17. 

Obey  them  thai  have  the  mle  over  you* 

SERM.  Obedience  unto  spiritual  guides  and  governors  is  a  duty 
^^1'  of  great  importance ;  the  which  to  declare  and  press  is  very- 
seasonable  for  these  times,  wherein  so  Uttle  regard  is  had 
thereto  1  I  have  therefore  pitched  on  this  text,  being  an 
apostolical  precept,  briefly  and  clearly  enjoining  that  duty ; 
and  in  it  we  shall  consider  and  explain  these  two  particu- 
lars :  1.  The  persons  to  whom  obedience  is  to  be  pud. 
2.  What  that  obedience  doth  import,  or  wherein  it  consist- 
eth :  and  together  with  explication  of  the  duty,  we  shall  ap^ 
ply  it,  and  urge  its  practice. 

I.  As  to  the  persons,  unto  whom  obedience  is  to  be 
performed,  they  are,  generally  speaking,  all  spiritual  guides, 
Hei).  xUi.  ^^  governors  of  the  Church,  (those  who  apeak  to  us  the 
t,  17»  Tvord  of  Godi  and  wJio  watch  Jbr  our  soulSy  as  they  are  de- 
scribed in  the  context,)  expressed  here  by  a  term  very  sig- 
nificant and  apposite,  as  implying  fully  the  natiure  of  their 
charge,  the  qualification  of  their  persons,  their  rank  and 
privileges  in  the  Church,  together  consequently  with  the 
grounds  of  obUgation  to  the  correspondent  dudes  toward 
them.  There  are  in  holy  Scripture  divers  names  and 
phrases  appropriate  to  them,  each  of  them  denoting  some 
eminent  part  of  their  office,  or  some  appertenance  thereto; 
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but  this  seemeth  of  all  most  oomprehensiTe ;  lo  that  unto  SERBf  . 
it  all  the  rest  are  well  reducible :  the  term  is  ny^^fuvoi,  that     ^^^^ 
la,  UaderSj  or  guides,  or  captains  ;  which  properly  may  de- 
note the  subsequ^it  particulai:8  in  way  of  duty,  or  privi- 
lege, appertaining  to  them. 

%,  It  may  denote  eminence  of  dignity,  or  superiority  to 
others :  that  they  are,  as  it  is  said  of  Judas  and  Silas  in  the 
ActS)  &yd^g  nyoifuw  h  AdiKp^,  principal  men  among  ^A^Actsxv.tf. 
hreihren:  for  to  lead  implieth  precedeq,ce,  which  is  a  note 
of  superiority  and  pre-eminence.     Hence  are  they  styled 
ffjMdVfim^,  presidents  or  prelates ;  o?  'x^Zirtu^  the  first,  or  prime  \  Tim.  ▼• 
men ;  oJ  a'*'^*^*  thegreoiter,  majors,  or  grandees  among  us :  j^.xjj[  g, 
He,  saith  our  Lord,  that  wiUbe  the  first  among  you,  let  him  1  Thess.  ▼« 
he  your  servant;  and.  He  thcU  is  greater  among  you^  ^^Maoh.  xx. 
him  be  as  the  younger ;  and  he  that  is  chiefs  as  he  thai  doth  |7. 
serve;  where  h  fuS^m  and  o  vfy(dtfji/mg  (the  greater  and  the  2a. 
leader)  are  terms  equivalent,  or  interpretative  the  one  of 
the  other ;  and  our  Lord  in  those  places,  as  he  prescribeth 
humility  of  mind  and  demeanour,  so  he  implieth  difference  Pbn.  u.  2SF. 
of  rank  among  his  disciples :  whence  to  render  especial  respect  13,  ***'  * 
andhonour  to  them,  as  to  our  betters,  is  a  duty  often  enjoined,  l  Tim.  t- 

%  It  doth  imply  power  and  authority :  their  superiority 
is  not  barely  grounded  on  personal  worth  or  fortune  ;  it 
serveth  not  merely  for  order  and  pomp ;  but  it  standeth 
upon  the  nature  of  their  office,  and  tendeth  to  use :  they 
are  by  God's  appointment  enabled  to  exercise  acts  of 
power ;  to  Command,  to  judge,  to  check,  control,  and 
chastise  in  a  spiritual  way,  in  order  to  spiritual  ends,  (the 
regulation  of  God^^s  worship  and  service,  the  preservation 
of  order  and  peace,  the  promoting  of  edification  in  di- 
vine knowledge  and  holiness  of  life ;)'  so  are  they  ny^fum, 
as  that  word  in  common  use  (as  the  word  fiysfji^,  of  kin 
to  it)  doth  signify,  captains  and  princes,  importing  autho- 
rity to  command  and  rule;  (M'hence  the  Hebrew  word 
♦4*w:i,  a  prince,  is  usually  rendered  by  it ;  and  6 '  riyoiiu»og,^BJtL  lU  0. 
is  the  title  attributed  to  our  Lord,  to  express  his  kingly 
function,  being  the  same  with  A^x^^hg,  the  prince,  or  cop- Aeti  v.  31. 
tain;)  hence  are  they  otherwise  styled  xvQt^csis  (gover-x  Cor.  xii. 

fs. 
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SEBM.  nors)y  UricTtMnt  {overseers^  or  superintendanis^  as  St  Hiei 
^^^'  rome  rendereth  it,)  pastors j  (a  word  often  signifying  rvle^ 
Acts  XX.2S.  and  attributed  to  divil  goremors,)  ^gr^c^im^  (ciders^  or  sena^ 
?§!uxrm,'^^^^  the  word  denoteth  not  merely  age,  but  oflBce  and 
71.  authority,)'©/  i^ifitywrng^  such  as  take  carejbr,  the  curaiorSy 

2  Sim.^v.1.'^^  supefvisors  of  the  Church:  hence  also  they  are  rignally 
^^-  _  and  specially  in  reUtionunto(}od  styled  dou?uoi(^«^rt'an^,) 
S.  dtAftom  (the  mifAsterSj)  wnj^ro/  (the  officers^)  Xurw^oi  (the 

2  Tim.  u.  ptiblic  agents,)  tuTtM^fiM  (the  stewards,)  em^  (the  coadjt^ 
Horn.  XT.   tors,  or  assistarUs),  it^ttZ&i  (the  legates^)  Ssyyiku  (the  angelsi 
iCori  iv.  1.^'  messengers,)  of  God;  which  titles  imply,  that  God  by 
2.  iii.  9.  vi.them,  as  his  substitutes  and  instruments,  doth  adminbter 
2Cor.TL4.^®  affiurs  of  his  spiritual  kingdom:  that  as  by  secular  nuu- 
Tit.  i.  2.    gistrates  (his  vicegerents  and  officers)  he  manageth  his  uni^ 
Apoc.L  29!"^^"^  temporal  kingdom,  or  govemeth  all  men  in  order  to 
their  worldly  peace  and  .prosperity  ;  so  by  these  spiritual 
magistrates  he  ruleth  his  Church,  towards  its  spiritual  wel- 
fare and  felicity* 

3.  The  word  also  doth  imply  direction^  or  instruction ; 
that  is,  guidance  of  people  in  the  way  of  truth  and  duty^ 
reclaiming  them  from  error  and  sin :  this,  as  it  is  a  means 
hugely  conducing  to  the  design  of  their  office,  so  it  is  a 

£ph.  i?.ll.  principal  member  thereof:   whence  d/dotfxoXo/,  doctors,  or 

1  Cor.  xu.  masters  in  doctrine,  is  a  common  name  of  tliem ;  and  to 
Kom.  xn.7.  be  dfda%rtx4>i,  able  and  apt  to  teach,  Qnwfoi  dtdd^ou,  and  «]^^v- 

2  ""^  "*•  fiM,)  is  a  chief  qualification  of  their  persons ;  and  to  attend 
2  Tim.  iL  on  teaching,  to  be  instant  in  preaching,  to  labour  in  the  word 
?*Tim.*iv.  and  doctrine,  are  their  most  commendable  performances: 
13, 16.  ?.  hence  also  they  are  called  shepherds,  because  they  feed  the 
2  Tim.  IT.  souls  of  God's  people  with  the  food  of  wholesome  instruc 
CoL  L  28   ^^^ '  watchmen,  because  they  observe  metf  s  ways,  and  warn 

them  when  they  decline  from  right,  or  run  into  danger ;  the 
messengers  of  God,  because  they  declare  God's  mind  and 
will  unto  them  for  the  regulation  of  their  practice. 

4.  The  word  farther  may  denote  exemplary  practice) 
for  to  lead  implieth  so  to  go  before,  that  he  who  is  con- 
ducted may  follow ;  as'  a  captidn  marcheth  before  his 
troop ;  as  a  shepherd  walketh  before  his  flock,  as  a  guide 
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goeth  before  the  traveller  ifhom  he  directeth ;  hence  they  SERM. 
are  said  to  be,  and  enjoined  to  behave  themBclves  as  pcA^    ^^^* 
terns  of  the  flock ;  and  the  people  are  charged  to  imitate  i  Pet  v.  a 
and  follow  th^m*  -^^ 

Such  in  general  doth  the  word  here  used  imply  the  per-  PhiL  ul  it. 
sons  to  be,  unto  whom  obedience  is  prescribed :  but  there  ^  Jkl^  in. 
is  farther  some  disdnedon  to  be  made  among  them ;  there  &•  7. 
are  degrees  and  subordinationsMn  these  guidances;  some |  Thrn^Y * 
are  in  regard  to  different  persons  both  empowered  to  guide,  J- 
and  obliged  to  follow,  or  obey.  iv.  lo. 

The  Church  is  odes  ordinata^  a  well  marshalled  army ; 
wherein,  luader  the  Captain^^eneral  qfourJbUh  and  aalva-^  1  P«*-,  ▼•  *• 
iian  {the  Head  of  the  hody^  the  sovereign  Prince  and  Priest, 
the  Arch-pa8tor»  the  eliief  J^po^^fe  o;^  our  profession  and 
Bishop  of  our  souls^)  there  are  divers  captains  serving  in  fit 
degrees  of  subordination ;  bishops  commanding  larger  regi« 
ments,  presbyters  ordering  less  numerous  companies ;  all 
which,  by  the  bands  of  common  faith,  of  mutual  charity, 
of  holy  communion  and  peace,  being  combined  together, 
do  in  their  respective  stations  govern  and  g&ide,  are  govern- 
ed and  guided :  the  bishops,  each  in  his  precincts,  guiding 
Hiore  immediately  the  priests  subjeot  to  them ;  the  priests, 
each  guiding  the  people  committed  to  his  charge ;  all  bit 
shops  and  priests  being  guided  by  synods  established,  or  con- 
gr^ated,  ypon  emergent  occasion ;  many  of  them  drdinari« 
iy  by  those  principal  bishops,  who  are  regularly  settled  in  a 
presidency  over  them ; '  according  to  the  distinctions  consti- 
tuted by  ^xod  and  his  apostles,  or  introduced  by  human 
prudence,  as  the  preservation  of  order  and  peace  (in  various 
times  and  circumstances  of  things)  hath  seemed  to  require^i 
to  which  subordination  the  two  great  apostles  may  seem  to 
have  regard,  when  they  bid  us  imrdtoiSou  iTOJiTM^  tobeiV^Lw.s^, 
subject  to  one  another^;  their  injunction  at  least  may,  ac-piSSj];  V^ 
cording  to  their  general  intent,  (which  aimeth  at  the  pre- 
eervation  of  order  and  peace,)  be  well  esctended  so  far. 

fArA    flsm,  ad  Coring  pt  49. 
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SERM.       Of  this  distinction  there  was  never  in  ancient  times  ikiado 

^y^*    any  question,  nor  did  it  seem  disputable  in  the  Chwdit 

Cyp,Ep.    except  to  one  malecontent,  (Aerius,)  who  did  indeed  get  a 

io>  IS.       name  in  story,  but  never  made  much  noise,  or  obtained 

any  vogue  in  the  world;  very  few  followers  he  found  in 

his  heterodoxy;  no  great  body  even  of  heretics  oould  find 

Ep.  f7,  65»  cause  to  dissent  from  the  Church  in  this  pcint :  but  all  Ari» 

ans,  Macedonians,  Novatian%  Donatists,  fc&  maintained  the 

distinction  of  ecclesiastical  arders  among  themselves,  and 

acknowledged  the  duty  of  the  inferior  clergy  to  their  bislkr 

ops :  and  no  wonder,  seeing  it  standeth  upon  so  very  firm 

and  clear  grounds ;  upon  the  reason  of  the  case,  upon  the 

testimony  of  holy  Scripture,  upon  general  tradition  and 

unquestionable  monuments  of  antiquity,  upon  the  commoQ 

judgment  and  practice  of  the  greatest  saints,  persons  mat% 

renowned  for  wisdom  and  piety  in  the  Church. 

Reason  plainly  doth  require  such  subordinations;  font 
that  without  them  it  is  scarce  possible  to  preserve  any  du^ 
rable  concord  or  charity  in  Christian  sodeties,  to  estabHsh 
any  decent  harmony  in  the  worship  and  service  of  God» 
to  check  odious .  scandals,  to  prevent  or  repress  banefli} 
fiactions,  to  guard  our  religion  from  bdng  o?erspread  with 
pernicious  heresies,  to  keep  the  Church  from  being  shat4 
tered  into  numberless  sects,  and  thesce  from  being  crum^ 
bled  into  nothing ;  in  fine,  for  any  good  time  to  uphold 
the  profesnon  and  practioe  of  Christianity  itself:  for  how^ 
if  tfa^re  be  not  settled  corporations  of , Christian  people^, 
having  bulk  and  strength  sufficient  by  joint  endeavour  to 
maintain  the  truth,  honour,  and  interest  of  their  religion  ; 
if  the  Church  should  only  conmst  of  independent  and  in-r 
coherent  particles,  (like  dust  or  sand,)  eadly  scattered  by 
any  wind  of  oppo^tion  from  without,  or  by  any  commo* 
tion  within ;  if  Christendom  should  be  merely  a  Babel  of 
confused  opinions  and  practices ;  how,  I  say,  then  could 
Christianity  subrist  ?  how  could  the  simple,  among  so  dis* 
cordant  apprehensions,  be  able  to  discern  the  truth  of  it? 
how  would  the  wise  be  tempted  to  dislike  it,  being  so 
mangled  and  disfigured  ?  what  an  olgect  of  contemnt  and 
8 
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floom  would  it  be  to  the  profaner  vradd,  in  such  a  case  I  SERIfi 
It  needeth  therefore  considerable  societies  to  up(hold  it;  L^I* 
but  nb  society  (eflpecially  of  any  large  extent )  can  abide 
in  order  and  peace,  under  the  management  of  equal  and 
co-ordinate  powers ;  without  a  single  undivided  authority, 
enabled  to  moderate  affairs,  and  reduce  them  to  a  point,  to 
arbitrate  emergent  cases  of  difference,  to  put  good  orders 
in  execution,  to  curb  the  adversaries  of  order  and  peace: 
these  things  cannot  be  well  performed,  where  there  is  a  pa- 
rity of  many  conciurents,  apt  to  dissent,  and  able  to  check 
each  other  t> ;  no  democracy  can  be  supported  without  bor- 
Towing  somewhat  from  monarchy ;  no  body  can  live  without 
a  head ;  an  army  cannot  be  without  a  general,  a  senate 
without  a  president,  a  corporation  without  a  supreme  mag^ 
irate  «:  this  all  experience  attesteth;  this  even  the  chiei^ 
impugners  of  epuscopal  presidenpy  do  by  their  practice  con- 
fess ;  who  fen:  prevention  of  disorder  have  been  fain  of  their 
own  heads  to  devise  ecclesiastical  subordinations  of  classes^ 
provinces,  and  nations;  and  to  appoint  moderators  (or 
temporary  bishops)  in  their  assemblies;  so  that  reason  hath 
forced  the  dissenters  from  the  Church  to  imitate  it 

If  there  be  not  inspectors  over  the  doctrine  and  manners 
of  the  common  clergy,  there  will  be  many  who  will  say 
and  do  any  thing ;  Uiey  ¥nll  in  teaching  please  their  own 
humour,  or  soothe  the  people,  or  serve  their  own  interests; 
they  will  indulge  themselves  in  a  licentious  manner  of  life; 
they  will  dash  in  their  doctrines,  and  scatter  the  people, 
and  draw  them  into  factions. 

It  is  also  very  necessary  for  preserving  the  unity  and 
communion  of  the  parts  of  the  Catholic  Church;  se^g 

**  Ecdcfflie  salus  in  summl  laoeidotis  dignitate  connsdt,  cui  ri  son  ezois 
quadam,  et  ab  ommbus  emiiieiii  dstur  potestat  tot  in  ecdena  effieientitt 
»thignata,  qaot  saoeidotei.    Bier,  in  Luc^, 

Nee  pretbjterorum  coetua  rite  constitittiia  did  potest,  in  qi|0  nuUiu  ail 
^fUfH*    Bex,  de  Grad.  Min.  aqp.  %%. 

<  firaentiale  fiiit,  quod  ex  Dei  oidinaftione  perpetua  neceve  fuit,  est,  et  erit, 
Qt  pretbyterio  qulspiam  et  loco  et  dignitate  primus  action!  gubemandsB  pnent 
enm  eo,  quod  ipsi  divimtuf  attrlbatam  est  jqz^  Btz*  de  Mi^U  ^vemg.  Qrai^ 
•«p.2sfii.p.ld3f 
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BERM.  nngle  persons  are  much  fitter  to  maintain  correspondence, 
^-VI.    tiian  headless  bodies. 


The  very  ofedit  of  religion  doth  require,  that  there  should 
be  persons  raised  above  the  common  level,  and  endued  with 
r  eminent  authority,  to  whose  care  the  promoting  it  should 

be  committed ;  for  such  as  the  persons  are,  who  manage 
any  professbn,  9uch  will  be  the  respect  yielded  thereto :  if 
the  ministers  of  religion  be  men  of  honour  and  authority, 
religion  itself  will  be  venerable ;  if  those  be  mean,  tluU  will 
become  contemptible. 

The  holy  Scripture  also  doth  plainly  enough  counte- 

Apoc.  iL  3,  nance  this  distinction ;  for  therdin  we  have  represented  one 

^  angel  premding  over  principal  churches,  which  contained 

several  presbyters ;  therein  we  find  episcopal  ordination  and 

fntt 5.    jurisdiction  exercised;  we   have  one  bishop  constituting 

1  ^7"i9    P^c^by*®^^  ^  divers  cities  of  his  diocese:  ordering  all  things 

fo^  22,  &C.  therein  concermng  ecclesiastical  discipline ;  judgfaig  pres* 

byters,  rebuking,  futrA  ^mu^g  knrayTiif  mik  aU  authorikf,  (<» 

imperiousness,  as  it  ^ere ;  Tit.  iL  IS.)  and  reconciling  o£* 

fenders,  secluding  heretics  and  scandalous  persons. 

In  the  Jewish  Church  there  were  an  high-priest,  chie£- 
{Hriest,  a  sanhedrim,  or  senate,  or  synpd. 

The  ^vernment  of  congregation^  among  God^s  andent 
people  (which  it  is  probable  wa9  the  patten)  that  the 
Apostles,  HO  affecters  of  ne^ess  innovation,  did  follow  in 
estabUshing  ecclesiastical  discipline  among  Christians)  doth 
hereto  agree ;  for  in  their  synagogues,  answering  to  our 
Christian  churches,  they  had,  as  thar  elders  and  doctors, 
wm  so  over  them  an  A^t^wd/yuyoc,  the  head  of  the  eldershipj^ 
^"P^  and  preffldent  of  the  synagogue. 

The  primitive  general  uae  pf  Christians  most  effectually 
l}oth  b^ck  the  Scr|pt)ire,  and  interpret  it  in  favour  of  thip 
cUstinction;  scarce  less  than  demonstrating  it  constituted 
by  the  Aposties ;  for  how  otherwise  is  it  imaginable,  that 
all  the  churches  founded  by  the  Appsdes,  in  several  most 
distant  and  disjoim^d  places,  (at  Jerusalem,  at  Antioch,  aj: 
Alexandria,  at  Ephesus,  at  Corinth,  at  Rome,)  should  prer 
^ntly  conspire  in  acknowledgment  and  us^  of  it?  hqw 
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could  it  without  apparent  confederacy  be  foiined,  how  could  SERM. 
it  creep  in  without  notable  clatter,  how  could  it  be  admit-  '  ^ 

ted  without  considerable  opposition,  if  it  were  not  in  the 
foundation  of  those  churches  laid  by  the  Apostles  ?     How 
is  it  likely,  that  in  those  times  of  grievous  persecution,  fall- 
ing chiefly  upon  the  bishops,  (when  to  be  eminent  among 
Christians  yielded  slender  reward,  and  exposed  to  extreme 
hazard ;  when  to  seek  pre-eminence  was  in  effect  to  court 
danger  and  trouble,  torture  and  ruin,)  an  ambition  of  irre- 
gularly advancing  themselves  above  their  brethren  should 
so  generally  prevail  among  the  ablest  and  best  Christians  ? 
How  could  those  famous  martyrs  for  the  Christian  truth  be 
some  of  them  sa  unconscionable  as  to  afiect,  others  so  irre« 
solute  as  to  yield  to  such  injurious  encroachments  ?  and  how 
could  all  the  holy  Fathers  (persons  of  sd  renowned,  so  ap. 
proved  wisdom  and  integrity)  be  so  blind  as  not  to  discern 
such  a  corruption,  or  so  bad  as  to  abet  it  ?  How  indeed  could 
all  God'*s  Church  be  so  weak  as  to  consent  in  judgment,  so 
base  as  to  comply  in  practice  with  it  ?     In  fine,  how  can  we 
conceive  that  all  the  best  monuments  of  antiquity  down  from 
the  beginning  (the  acts,  the  epistles,  the  histories,  the  com- 
mentaries, the  writings  of  all  sorts  coming  from  the  blessed 
martyrs,  and  most  holy  confessors  of  our  faith)  should  con- 
spire to  abuse  us ;    the   which  do  speak  nothing  but  bi« 
shops ;  long  catalogues  and  rows  of  bishops  succeeding  in 
this  and  that  city ;  bishops  contesting  for  the  faith  against ' 
Pagan   idolaters,    and    heretical  corrupters  of   Christian 
doctrine ;  bishops  here  teaching  and  planting  our  religion  by 
their  labours,  there  suffering  and  watering  it  with  their  blood  ? 
I  could  not  but  touch  this  point ;  but  I  cannot  insist 
thereon ;  the  full  discussion  of  it,  and  vindication  of  the 
truth  from  the  cavils  advanced  against  the  truth  by  mo. 
dem  dissenters  from  the  Church,  having  employed  volu- 
minous treatises : '  I  shall  only  farther  add,  that  if  any  man 
be  so  dully  or  so  affectedly  ignorant  as  not  to  see  the  rea-. 
son  of  the  case,  and  the  dangerous  consequences  of  re 
jecting  this  ancient  form  of  discipline ;  if  any  be  so  over- 
weeningly  presumptuous,  as  to  question  the  faith  of  all 

VOL.  HI.  •  I 
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SERM.  history,  or  to  disavow  those  monuments  and  that  tradition^ 

^^^'    upon  the  testimony  whereof  even  the  truth  and  certainty  of 

1  On.  JO.    our  religion,  and  all  its  sacred  oracles  do  rely ;  if  any  be  so 

^^  perversely  contentiotis,  as  to  oppose  the  custom  and  current 

practice  of  the  churches  through  all  ages  down  to  the  last 

age  s  so  self-conceitedly  arrogant,  as  to  condemn  or  slight 

the  judgment  and  practice  of  aU  the  Fathers,  (together  also 

with  the  opinion  of  the  later  most  grave  divines,  who  have 

judged  episcopal  presidency  needful,  or  expedient,  where 

practicable ;)  so  peevishly  refractory  as  to  thwart  the  settled 

order  of  that  Church,  in  which  he  was  baptized,  together  with 

the  law  of  the  country,  in  which  he  was  bom ;  upon  such  a 

person  we  may  look  as  one  utterly  invincible  and  intractable : 

so  weak  a  judgment,  and  so  strong  a  will,  who  can  hope  by 

reason  to  convert  ?     I  shall  say  no  more  to  that  point 

The  fryovfAiw  then  (the  guides  and  governors)  in  our  t^t 
are  primarily  the  bishops,  as  the  superior  and  chief  guides, 
each  in  his  place  according  to  order  peaceably  established ; 
then  secondarily.the  presbyters,  in  their  station  as  guides 
inferior,  together  with  the  deacons  as  their  assistants :  such 
the  Church  always  hath  had,  and  such,  by  God*B  blessing, 
our  Church  now  hath,  toward  whom  the  duty  of  obedience 
is  to  be  performed. 

To  the  consideration  of  that  I  should  now  proceed :  but 
first  it  seemeth  expedient  to  remove  a  m^n  obstruction 
to  that  performance;  which  is  this:  a  misprision,  or 
doubt  concerning  the  persons  of  our  guides  and  gover- 
nors ;  for  in  vain  it  would  be  to  teach  or  persuade  us  to 
obey  them,  if  we  do  not  know  who  thoy  are,  or  will  not 
Sen.  Ep.  acknowledge  them :  for  as  in  religion  it  is  primus  Deorum 
^^'  cuUus  Deos  credere^  the  first  worship  of  God  to  believe  Gody 

as  Seneca  saith ;  so  it  is  the  first  part  of  our  obedience  to 
our  governors  to  avow  them  \  it  is  at  least  absolutely  pre^ 
requisite  thereto.     It  was  of  old  a  precept  of  St  Paul  to 
1  Thflii.  y.  the  Thessalonians ;   We  beseech  youy  brethren^  to  know  those 
*  '  who  labour  among  you^  avid  preside  over  you :  and  another  to 

1  Cor.  z?L  the  Corinthians ;  Submit  yourselves,  saith  he,  to  such,  and 
1«.  18.       i^  every  one  that  helpeth  with  us,  and  labour eth :  then  he 
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subjoineth,  i^tyAtaefun  robg  rmurou^y  acknowledge  euch.    There  S£ R  M. 
were,  it  seemeth,  those  in  the  apostolical  time,  who  would    ^^^' 
not  know  or  acknowledge  their  guides ;  there  were  even 
those,  who  would  not  admit  the  Apostles  themselves,  asSJohnia 
St.  John  saith  of  IHotrephes,  who  resisted  their  Tvords,  as 
St.  Paul  saith  of  Alexander,  to  whom  the  Apostles  were  «  Tim.  !▼* 
not  Apostles,  as  St<  Paul  intiipateth  concerning  some,  in 
regard  to  himself;  there  were  then  pseud-apostles,  who  ex- 
cluded the  true  Apostles^  intruding  themselves  into  that  2  Cor.  is.  9« 
high  office:  no  wonder  then,  it  may  be,  that  now,  in  these  Jg"*^ 
dregs  of  time,  there  sfabuld  be  many  who  disavow  and  de-  FbiL  iii*  S. 
sert  their  true  guides,  transferring  the  observance  due  to 
them  upon  bold  pretenders  i  who  are  not  indeed  guides, 
but  seducers;  not  governors,  but  usurpers,  and  sacril&. 
gious  invaders  of  this  holy  office:  the  duty  we  speak  of 
cannot  be  secured  without  preventing  or  correcting  this 
grand  mistake ;  and  this  we  hope  to  compass  by  represent- 
ing a  double  character,  or  description,   one  of  the  true 
guides,  another  of  the  counterfeits;  by  coraparhig  which 
we  may  easily  distinguish  them,  and  consequently  be  in- 
duced  dutifully  to  avow  and  follow  the  one  sort,  wisely  to 
disclaim  and  decline  the  other. 

Those,  I  say,  then,  who  constantly  do  profess  and  teach 
that  sound  and  wholesome  doctrine^  which  was  delivered 
by  our  Lord  and  his  Apostles  in  word  and  writing,  Was 
received  by  their  disciples  in  the  primitive  churches,  was 
transmitted  and  confirmed  by  general  tradition,  was  seisded 
by  the  blood  of  the  blessed  martyrs,  and  propagated  by 
the  labours  of  the  Kbly  Fathers ;  the  which  also  manifestly 
recommendeth  and  promoteth  true  reverence  and  piety 
toward  God,  justice  and  charity  toward  men,  order  and 
quiet  in  human  societies,  purity  and  sobriety  in  each  man> 
private  conversation. 

Those  who  celebrate  the  true  worship  of  Grod,  and 
administer  the  holy  mysteries  of  our  religion  in  a  serious, 
grave,  decent  manner,  purely  and  without  any  notorious 
corruption,  either  by  hurtful  error,  or  superstitious  fop- 
pery, or  irreverent  rudeness,  to  the  advancement  of  Qod'9 

I  a 
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8ERM.  honour,  and  edification  of  the  participants  in  virtue  and 
^^^*    piety. 

Those  who  derive  their  authority  by  a  continued  suc- 
cession from  the  Apostles ;  who  are  called  unto,  and  con- 
stituted in  their  oiBce  in  a  regular  and  peaceable  way, 
agreeable  to  the  institution  of  God,  and  the  constant  prac- 
tice of  his  Church ;  according  to  rules  approved  in  the  best 
and  purest  ages :  who  are  prepared  to  the  exercise  of  their 
function  by  the  best  education  that  ordinarily  can  be  pro- 
vided, under  sober  discipline,  in  the  schools  of  the  prophets, 
who  thence  by  competent  endowments  of  mind,  and  useful 
furniture  of  good  learning,  acquired  by  painful  study^  be- 
come qualified  to  guide  and  instruct  the  people:  who, 
after  previous  examination  of  their  abilities,  and  probable 
testimonies  concerning  their  manners,  (with  regard  to  the 
qualifications  of  incorrupt  doctrine,  and  sober  conversation 
prescribed  by  the  Apostles,)  are  adjudged  fit  for  the  ofiice; 
who  also  in  a  pious,  grave,  solemn  manner,  with  invocation 
7  10!°'  "*  °^  God's  blessing,  by  laying  on  the  hands  of  the  presbyteryj 
are  admitted  thereunto. 

Those  whose  practice  in  guiding  and  governing  the  peo- 
ple of  God  is  not  managed  by  arbitrary,  uncertain,  fickle, 
private  fancies  or  humours,  but  regulated  by  standing 
laws;  framed  (according  to  general  directions  extant  iri 
holy  Scripture)  by  pious  and  wise  persons,  with  mature 
advice,  in  accommodation  to  the  seasons  and  circumstances 
of  things  for  common  edification,  order,  and  peace. 

Those  who,  by  virtue  of  their  good  principles,  in  their 
disposition  and  demeanour  appear  sober,  orderly,  peace-^ 
able,  yielding  meek  submission  to  government,  tendering 
the  Church'^s  peace,  upholding  the  communion  of  the 
saints,  abstaining  from  all  schismaUcal,  turbulent^  and  fac^ 
tious  practices. 

Those  also,  who  are  acknowledged  by  the  laws  of  our 

country,   an  obligation   to  obey  whom   is   part   of  that 

V^vaA.\%huma/n  constitution,  unto  which  we  are  in  all  things  (not 

evidently  repugnant  to  Gt)d's  law)  indispensably  bound 

to  submit;   whom  our  sovereign,   God's   vicegerent   and 
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the  nursing  father  of  his  Church  among  us,  (unto  whom  SERM. 
in  all  things  high  respect,  in  all  lawful  things  entire  obedi-    ly^- 
ence  is  due,)  doth  command  and  encourage  us  to  obey. 

Those,  I  say,  to  whom  this  character  plainly  doth  agree, 
we  may  reasonably  be  assured,  that  they  are  our  true 
guides  and  governors,  whom  we  are  obhged  to  follow  and 
obey  :  for  what  better  assurance  can  we  in  reason  desire  P 
what  more  proper  marks  can  be  assigned  to  discern  them 
by  ?  what  methods  of  constituting  such  needful  officers  can 
be  settled  more  answerable  to  their  design  and  use  ?  how 
can  it  be  evil  or  unsafe  to  follow  guides  authorised  by  such 
warrants,  conformed  to  such  patterns,  endowed  with  such 
dispositdons,  acting  by  such  principles  and  rules,  can  we 
mistake  or  miscarry  by  complying  with  the  great  body  of 
God^s  church  through  all  ages,  and  particularly  with  those 
great  lights  of  the  primitive  Church,  who  by  the  excellen- 
cy of  their  knowledge,  and  tlie  integrity  of  th^jr  virtue, 
have  so  illustrated  our  holy  religion  ? 

There  are,  on  the  other  hand,  sufficiently  plain  charac- 
ters, by  which  wg  may  descry  seducers,  and  false  pretend- 
ers to  guide  us. 

Those  who  do  irs^o^i&xflxoXg^^,  teach  otherwise^  or  discost  i  Tim.  vi. 
itom  the  good  ancient  wholesome  doctrine,  revealed  in5j  ?'*' 
the  holy  Scripture,  attested  by  universal  tradition,  profess- 1  Tim.  i.  4. 
ed,  taught,  maintained  to  death  |)y  the  primitive  saints  and  P'^^J^^^ 
martyrs ;  who  affect  novelties,  uncouth  notions,  big  words,  if.  16,  23. 
and  dark  phrases ;  who  dote  on  curious  empty  speculations,  2  p^ii' 
and  idle  questions,  which  engender  strife,  and  yield  no  good  1^ 
fruit. 

Those  who  ground  their  opinions  and  warrant  their  pro^  Ipflomm 
ceedings  not  by  clear  testimonies  of  divine  revelation,  by  ^^  ten^ra. 
the  dictates  of  sound  reason,  by  the  current  authority  of  ^»»  inoon- 
wise  and  good'men,  but  by  the  suggestions  of  their  ownievcs.  TVr* 
fancy,  by  the  impulses  of  their  passion  and  zeal,  by  pre-***''' 
tcnces  to  special  inspiration,  by  ima^nary  necessities,  and 
such  like  fallacious  rules. 

Those  who,  by  counterfeit  shews  of  mighty  zeal  and 
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SERM.  lextraordinary  aflPection,  by  aftcted  forms  of  speech^  by 
LVL     pleasing  notions,  by  prophesying  smooth  things,  daubing 
^d  glozing,  by  various  artifices  of  flattery  and  fraud,  at* 
tract  and  abuse  weak  and  heedless  people. 

Those  who,  without  any  apparent  commission  from  God, 
or  allowable  call  from  men,  or  extraordinary  necessity  of 
the  case,  in  no  legal  or  regular  way,  according  to  no  custon^ 
received  in  God'^s  Church,  do  intrude  themselves  into  the 
office,  or  are  only  assumed  thereto  by  ignorant,  unstable, 
giddy,  factious  people^,  such  as  those  of  whom  St  Paul 
f  Tiis.l?.3.suth,  that  according  to  their  own  lusts  they  heap  up  teach* 
ers  to  themselves,  having  itching  ears. 

Those  who  are  not  in  reasonable  ways  fidy  prepared, 
not  duly  approved,  not  competently  authorised,  not  order, 
ly  admitted  to  the  office,  according  to  the  prescriptions  of 
Grod's  word,  and.  the  practice  of  his  Church ;  not  entering 
into  the  fold  by  the  door,  but  breaking  through,  or  clam- 
bering  over  the  fences  of  sober  discipline. 

Those  who  in  their  mind,  their  principles,  their  designs, 
find  all  their  practice,  appear  void  of  that  charity,  that 
meekness,  that  calmness,  that  gravity,  that  sincerity,  that 
stability  which  qualify  worthy  and  true  guides :  who  in 
Ihe  dispoation  of  their  mind  are  froward,  fierce,  and  stub- 
bom  ;  in  their  principles  loose  and  slippery;  in  their  designs 
and  behaviour  turbulent,  disorderly,  violent,  deoeitf\il: 
who  regard  not  order  or  peace,  but  wantonly  raise  scan- 
dals, create  dissensions,  abet  and  foment  distiu'banoes  in 
the  Church;  )¥ho  under  religious  appearances  indulge 
their  passions,  and  serve  their  interests,  using  a  guise  of 
devotion,  and  talk  about  holy  things  as  instruments  to  vent 
wrath,  envy  and  spleen ;  to  drive  forward  designs  of  am- 
bition and  avarice:  who  will  not  submit  to  any  certain 

'  Hi  mnt  gui  le  ultro  apod  temcnuim  oooToias  one  Divine  di^odtioD^ 
pnefichmt,  qui  le  pispodtof  nne  ulla  oidinationis  le^  eonitUmmt,  qui  nt. 
pi\m  epifoop«luin  dante  episoqpl  tibi  nomen  ammiuiit.  Cyipr.  4i  Un.  Scd, 
j^S5t. 
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judgment  or  rule,  will  like  nothing  but  what  their  fancy   SERM. 
suggests,    will   acknowledge  no  law  but  their  own  will;     LVI. 
who  for  no  just  cause,  and  upon  any  slender  pretence, 
withdraw  .themselves,  and  seduce  others  from  the  Church,    ' 
in  which  they  were  brought  up,  deserting  its  communion, 
impugning  its  laws,  defaming  its  governors,  endeavouring 
to  subvert  its  establishment :  who  manage  their  disciplbe  ^ 
(such  as  it  is  of  their  own  framing)  unadvisedly  and  un- 
<  steadily,  in  no  stable  method,  according  to  no  settled  rule, 
but  as  present  conceit,  or  humour,  or  advantage  prompt- 
eth ;  so  that  not  being  fixed  in  any  certain  judgment  or 
practice,  they  soon  clash  with  themselves,  and  divide  from 
one  another,  incessantly  roving  from  one  sect  to  another ; 
being  carried  about  xtnih  divert  and  strange  doctrines;  like  Heb.  zUL 
children^  tossed  to  andjro  toith  every  roind  ^doctrine,       ^  . 

Those,  the  fruits  of  whose  doctrine  and  managery 
amount  at  best  only  to  empty  Jbrm  qfgodliness,  void  of 
real  virtue  ;  while  in  truth  they  fill  the  minds  of  men  with 
ill  passions,  ill  surmises,  ill  will ;  they  produce  impious, 
unjust,  and  uncharitable  dealing  of  all  kinds,  particularly 
discontentful  murmurings,  disobedience  to  magistrates, 
schisms  and  factions  in  the  Church,  combustions  and  sedi- 
tions in  the  State. 

In  fine,  those  who  in  their  temper  and  their  deportment 
resemble  those  ancient  seducers,  branded  in  the  Scripture, 
those  evil  men,  who  did  seduce,  and  were  seduced :  2  xim.  vi 

Whose  dispositions  are  represented  in  these  epithets :  ^^ 
they  were  &iMr6raxroif  unrub/, '  or  persons  indisposed  and  Tit  L 10. 
unwilling   to   submit   to   government;    niKftatrai,    e^ddetg, 
presumptuous,  and  self-mOed,  or  self-pleasing  darers ;  707. % ^^-^ |^ 
yiKOLij  (i4fif^fiM^,    murmurerSy  compJainers,    or  conjunct- 
ly discontented   mutiners;    o^trwarux^n'oi,    selfcondemned,  Tit  m,lo 
namely,  by  contradictious  shuffling  and  shifting,  or  by  ex-  ^^' 
communicating  themselves   from  the  Church;   ySnnSf  2^13,4^' 
witchers,   inveigling,  and   deluding   credulous  people  by 
dissimulation  and  specious  appearances;   having  aJbrmJdatt^ 
of  godltJiess,  but  dent/ing  the  power  thereof ;  being  wolves  ^J\       ^ 
in  shcep^s  clothing,  grievous  wolves,  not  sparing  thejloclt ; 
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SERM.  dectnJtfvl  workers^  transforming  ihemsdvesinio  thg  servants 

^^^'    of  Christy  and  ministers  of  righteousness ;  lovers  of  them- 

SCor.  zL   ^dves,  covetous,  boasters,  proud,  revilers,  truceJyreaJcers^ 

Yi^}^' ,  ^blse  accusers,  traitors,  heady,  high  minded,  vaintalkerSy 

2Pei.iu.ie,  deceivers,  ignorant,  unlearned,  unstable  : 

Rom.  zTi       Whose  pracfices  were ;  to  cause  divisions  and  offences  con^ 

(Vt^.  L   '^^^  ^  received  doctrine ;  by  good  words  andjuir  speeches 

c»  7.)         to  deceive  the  hearts  of  the  simple  ; — to  swerve  from  charity 

'^having  turned  aside  to  vain  jangling,  desiring  to  be  titich* 

ers  of  the  law,  understanding  neither  what  they  say,  nor 

'B^iv.l^.^hereqf  they  affirm:  to  beguile  unstable  souls;  toUeinwait 

-^^.^y^' to  deceive ;  to  speak  perverse  things  that  they  may  draw 

5.  disciples  after  ihpm  ;  to  creep  into  houses,  captivating  siOy 

i^Tiija.  yL  jj^^^j^y^ .  ^  Jq^  about  questions  and  strifes  of  words,  where-* 

2  Pet  a.  18.  of  cometh  envy,  strife,  railings,  evil  surmisings,  perverse 

Jode  in     disputings  ;  to  speak  sweVi/hg  words  of  vanity ;  to  admire 

persons  because  of  advantage,  (or  out  of  private  design,  for 

Ht.  L  11.   self-interest ;)  to  subvert  whole  houses,  teaching  things  which 

1  Tim.  w.  2.  they  ought  notforfiUhy  hicris  sake ;  to  speak  lies  in  hypo^ 
16.  **  '  crisy;  to  preach  Christ  out  of  envy  and  strife,  iwt  out  of 
t^ti^vul^,  goodr-wHL,  or  pure  intention,  {^\j%or^m^  not  purely ;  topro* 
«,  1 1!*^  "^  mi*^  liberty  to  their  followers ;  to  walk  disorderly;  (that  is,  in 

2  Pet  ii  la  repugnancetoorder  settled  in  the  Church)  to  despise  dominion, 
Jude  10.  and  without  fear  to  reproach  dignities;  to  speak  evU  (rashly) 
Jude  9.  of  those  things  which  they  know  not,  (which  are  beside  their 
9  John  9.    skill  and  cognizance;)  to  separatethemselvesfromtiieChnrdi. 

Such  persons  as  these,  arrogating  to  themselves  the  office 
Tit  ilL  10.  o^  guides,  and  pretending  to  lead  us,  we  must  not  follow 
9  Then.  iu.  qj  regard ;  but  are  in  reason  and  conscience  obliged  to  re-f 
Rom.  ztL  ject  and  shun  them,  as  the  ministers  of  Satan,  the  pests  of 
Vri^.      .  .  Christendom,  the  enemies  and  murderers  of  souls. 

It  can  indeed  nowise  be  safe  to  follow  ^ny  such  leaders, 
(whatever  pretences  to  special  illumination  they  hold 
forth,  whatever  specious  guises  of  sanctity  they  bear,) 
who  in  their  doctrine  or  practice  deflect  from  tlie  great 
beaten  roads  of  holy  Scripture,  primitive  tradition,  and 
catholic  practice,  roving  in  by-paths  suggested  to  them 
by  their  private  fancies  and  humours,  their  passions  and 
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lusts,  their  interests  and  advantages :  there  have  in  all  ages   SERl^. 
such  counterfeit  guides  started  up,  having  debauched  some     ^V^- 
few  heedless  persons,  having  erected  some  ^m^outmayuy&g,  or 
petty  combinations  against  the  regularly  settled  corpora* 
tions ;  but  never  with  any  durable  success  or  countenance 
of  divine  Providence ;  but  like  prodigious  meteors,  having 
caused  a  little  gazing,  and  some  disturbance,  their  sects  have  jude  13. 
soon  been  disapated,  and  have  quite  vanished  away  ;  the 
authors  and  abetters  of  them  being  either  buried  in  obli- 
vion, or  recorded  with  ignominy :  like  that  Theudas  in  the 
speech  of  Gamaliel,  who  rose  up^  boasting  himself  to  &e  Acts  ▼.36. 
somebody;  to  whom  a  number  tfmen^  about  Jour  hundred, 
joined  themselves ;  who  was  slain,  and  all,  as  rnany  as  obey-- 
ed  him,  were  scattered,  and  brought  to  nought. 

But  let  thus  much  suffice  to  have  been  spoken  concern^ 
ing  the  persons  to  whom  obedience  must  be  performed. 


SERMON  LVIL 


OF  OBEDIENCE  TO  OUR  SPIRITUAL  GUIDES  AND 
GOVERNORS. 


HxB,  xiii.  17v 
Obof  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you, 

6ERM.  I  pRocESP  to  the  duty  itself,  the  obedience  prescribed, 
which  may  (according  to  the  extent  in  signification  of  the 
word  v0fSou)  be  conceived  to  relate  either  to  the  govern- 
ment, or  to  the  doctrine,  or  to  the  conversation  of  the  per- 
sons specified ;  implying,  that  we  should  obey  their  laws, 
that  we  should  embrace  their  doctrine,  that  we  should  con- 
form to  their  practice,  according  to  proper  limitations  of 
t       such  performance,  respecUvely. 

We  begin  with  the  first,  as  seeming  chiefly  intended  by 
the  words : 

Obedience  to  ecclesiastical  government :  what  this  doth 
import  we  may  understand  by  considering  the  terms 
whereby  it  is  expressed,  and  those  whereby  its  correlate 
(spiritual  government)  is  signified ;  by  examples  and  prac- 
tice relating  to  it,  by  the  nature  and  reason  of  the  matter 
itself. 

Beside  the  word  ^nS^t/^ou,  (which  is  conmionly  used  to 
signify  all  sorts  of  obedience,  chiefly  that  which  is  due  to 
governors,)  here  is  added  a  word  -serving  to  explain  that, 
the  word  im/xc/y,  which  signifieth  to  yield,  give  way,  or 
comply ;  relating  (as  it  seeiQeth  by  its  being  put  indefi- 
nitely) to  all  their  proceedings  in  matters  concerning  their 
charge.     In  other  places,  parallel  to  our  text,  it  is  ex* 
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pressed  bj  Mrortt^oidda/,  the  same  tenn  by  which  constantly  SERM. 
the  subjection  due  to  secular  powers,  in  all  the  precepts  en-   ^^^*' 
joining  it,  is  expressed :  'O/em/ai;  n<an^  binra/yvifn  «]^<rCun^(,  (Tit.  iii.  1. 
In  Wee  manner,  (or  correspond^tly,)  saith  St  Peter,'  ye  J<^  **»• 
ymmger  subniit  yourselves  to  the  elder ;  (that  is,  as  the  con- 1  Pet  fi. 
text  shews,  ye  inferiors  in  the  Church  obey  your  supleriors  i^^u  v.  5. 
0  wdmffig  both  there  and  otherwhere  doth  signify  the  state  Luke  xxtt 
of  inferiority,  as  6  ^^oQifn^p^  importeth, dignity  and  authori- 
ty.)    And,  iwwotftficjSi  «ft  rmi/roigy  submit  yourselves,  unto  J  Cor.  xn. 
9uch,  and  to  every ^  one  that  helpeth  with  us,  and  laboureth, 
saith  St.  Paul ;  and,  aXX^Tuwc  immM6(i49ot,  submitting  S/our-f^"^^' 
selves  io  one  another  in  the  fear  of  God,  that  is,  yielding 
conscientiously  that- submission,  which  established  order  re- 
quireth  from  one  to  another :  whence  we  may  collect,  that 
die  duty  consisteth  in  yielding  submission  and  compliance 
to  all  laws,  rules,  and  orders  enacted  by  spiritual  governors 
for  the  due  celebration  of  God'^s  worship,  the  promoting 
edification,   the  conserving  decency,  the  maintenance  of 
peace ;  as  also  to  the  judgments  and  censures  in  order  to 
the  same  purposes  administered  by  them. 

This  obedience  to  be  due  to  them  may  likewise  be  infer- 
red from  the  various  names  and  titles  attributed  to  them ; 
such  as  those  of  Prelates,  Superintendents,  Pastors,  Super- 
visors, Governors,  and  Leaders ;  which  terms  (more  largely 
touched  before)  do  imply  command  and  authority  of  all 
sorts,  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive. 

Such  obedience  also  primitive  practice  doth  assert  to 
them :  for  what  authority  the  holy  Apostles  did  assume 
and  exercise,  the  same  we  may  reasonably  suppose  derived 
to  them  ;  the  same  in  kmd,  dthough  not  in  peculiarity  of" 
manner,  (by  unmediate  commission  from  Christ,  with  sup- 
ply of  extraordinary  pfts  and  graces,)  and  in  unlimited- 
nessof  extent:    for   they  do  succeed  to  the  Apostles  incujuBinio. 
charge  and  care  over  the  Church,  each  in  his  precinct,  ^'i"*  "*!- 
the  apostolical  office  being  distributed  among  them  all.  Spei'llli. 
The  same  titles  which  the  Apostles  assumed  to  them- 5"*  ^^ 
selves  they  ascribe  to  their  Sympresbyters,  reqtiiring  xheUfdu  Ea^ 
saxpo  duties  from  them,  and  prescribing  obedience  to  them 
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SERM.  in  the  same  terms ;  they  claimed  no  more  power  tlian  was 
LVII.  needful  to  further  edification,  and  this  is  requisite  that  pre- 
2  Cor.  X.  8.  sent  governors  also  should  have ;  their  practice  in  govern- 
ariii.  10.  ment  may  also  well  be  presumed  exemplary  to  all  future 
ciders.  governors.  As  then  we  see  them  diardtfasttj  to  order  things, 
^roid^usT  *"^^  frame  ecclesiastical  constitutions  ;  dto^^hy  to  rec^fy 
To  ezeicite  things,  or  reform  defects^  to  impose  observances  necessary, 
Son!  "^  ^^  expedient  to  the  time ;  to  judge  causes  and  persons, 
1  Cor.  xL  beinff  ready  to  avenge,  or  punish,  every  disobedience ;  to 
TiL  i.  5.  *^^  severity  upon  occasions ;  with  the  spiritual  rod  to  cha&- 
Acts  xT.f 8.  tise  scandalous  offenders,  dJisorderJy  walkers,  persons  contu- 
2Cor.x.6.,niacious  and  unconformable  to  their  injunctions;  to  reject 
?"j;  ^^:      heretics,  and  banish  notorious  sinners  from  communion, 

1  Cor.  IV.  ,  .  . 

21.  xiL  21.  warning  the  faithful  to  forbear  conversation  with  them :   as 

2*011681.  liL  ^^7  ^^  challenge  to  themselves  on  aitihority  Jrom  Christ 

6,  I4w        to  exercise  these  and  the  like  acts  of  spiritual  dominion  and 

j^yi,JJ^vi.5[  jurisdiction,  exacting  punctual  obedience  to  them  ;  as  we 

Horn.  xYi.  also  see  the  like  acts  exercised  by  bishops,  whom  they  did 

2Cor.x.  8.  constitute  to  feed  and  rule  the  Church ;  so  we  may  reason- 

^:  ^^'      ably  conceive  ail  governors  of  the  Church  (the  heirs  of  ;their  • 

miocessores  office)  invested  with  like  authority  in  order  to  the  same  pur- 

Apostdo-    pQses^  and  that  correspondent  obedience  is  due  to  them ;  so 

£p.  27.  69.  that  what  blame,  what  punishment  was  due  to  those,  who 

£p.i,\.i&.  disobeyed  the  Apostles,  doth  in  proportion  belong  to  the 

(Firmii.)     transgressors  of  their  duty  toward  the  present  governors  of 

the  Church ;  especially  considering  that  our  Lord  promised 

his  perpetual  presence  and  assistance  to  the  Apostles. 

Matt.  "^e  may  farther  observe,  that  accordingrly    in  continual 

xxviii2a  .    %       .in.  1  ,  ^:   . .      ,., 

succession  from  the  nrst  ages,  the  good  primitive  bishops 

(the  great  patrons  and  propagators  of  our  religion)  did  ge- 
nerally assume  such  power,  and  the  people  readily  did  yield 
obedience;  wherein  that  one  did  wrongfully  usurp,  the 
other  did  weakly  comply,  were  neither  probable  nor  just  to 
suppose :  whence  general  tradition  doth  also  confirm  our 
obligation  to  this  duty. 

That  this  kind  of  obedience  is  required  doth  also  far- 
ther appear  from  considering  the  reason  of  things,  the 
condition  of  the  Church,  the  design  of  Christian  religion. 
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1.  Every  Christian  church  is  a  society ;  no  society  can   SERlrf^ 
abide  in  any  comely  order,  any  steady  quiet,  any  dedrable   LVIL 
prosperity,  without  government ;  no  government  can  stand 
without  correspondent  obligation  to  submit  thereto. 

S.  Again ;  The  state  of  religion  under  the  Gospel  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven;  Christ  our  Lord  is  king  of  the 
Church ;  it  he  viably  govemeth  and  ordereth  by  the  spi- 
ritual governors,  as  his  substitutes  and  lieutenants;  (whence 
they  peculiarly  are  styled  his  ministers,  his  officers,  his 
stewards,  his  legates,  his  co-workers.)  When  he  ascending 
up  to  Grod'^s  right  hand  was  invested  with  entire  possession 
of  that  royal  state,  he  settled  them  to  administer  affairs  con- 
cerning that  government  in  his  place  and  name :  Ascending 
up  an  hig}i  he  gave  gifts  unto  men. — He  gave  some  apostles^  Eph.  iy. «, 
some  prophets,  some  evangelists^  some  pastors  and  teachers:  ^^*  ^2. 
he  gave  them,  that  is,  he  appointed  them  in  their  office, 
subordinate  to  himself,  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for 
the  work  of  the  ministry ,  fyr  the  edifying  of  the  body  of 
Christ.  As  to  him,  therefore,  ruling  by  them,  by  them 
enacting  laws,  dispensing  justice,  maintaining  order  and 
peace,  obedience  is  due* 

3.  Again;  For  the  honour  of  God,  the  commendation (i Cor.  tiv. 
of  religion,  and  benefit  of  the  people,  it  is  needful,  that  in  ^^  ^^  j^ . 
all  religious  performances  things  should,  according  to  St. 
Paul's  rule,  be  performed  decently,  and  according  to  order,  \  Cor. »?. 
without  unhandsome  confusion,  and  troublesome  distrac-*^' 
tion :  this  cannot  be  accomplished  without  a  determination 
of  persons,  of  modes,  of  circumstances  appertaining  to  those 
performances ;  (for  how  can  any  thing  be  performed  de- 
cently, if  every  person  hath  not  his  rank  and  station,  his 
office  and  work  allotted  to  him ;  if  to  every  thing  to  be 
done,  its  time,  its  place,  its  manner  of  performance  be  not 
assigned,  so  that  each  one  may  know  what,  when,  where, 
and  how  he  must  do  P)  Such  determination  must  be  com- 
mitted to  the  discretion  and  care  of  some  persons,  empower, 
ed  to  frame  standing  laws  or  rules  concerning  it,  and  to  see 
them  duly  executed ;  (for  all  persons  without  delay,  strife, 
confiision,  and  disturbance,  cannot  meddle  in  it:)  with  these 
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SERM.  persons  all  the  rest  of  the  body  must  be  obliged  to  comply ; 

LVII.    otherwise  all  such  determinations  will  be  vain  and  ineffectual. 

Such  order  reason  doth  recommend  in  every  proceeding; 

such  order  especially  becometh  the  grandeur  and  importance 

of  sacred  things^  such  order  God  hath  declared  himself  to 

approve,  and  love,  especially  in  his  own  house,  among  his 

1  Cor.  ziT.  people,  in  matters  relating  to  his  service;  for.  He  is  not,  as 

^*  St.  Paul  saith,  arguing  to  this  purpose,  the  God  qf  confii^ 

#J0fi,  but  qfpeacey  in  all  churches  of  the  saints. 

4.  Agun;   It  is  requisite  that  all   Christian  brethren 

should  conspire  in  serving  God  with  mutual  charity,  hearty 

concord,  harmonious  consent ;  that,  as  the  Apostles  so  often 

lift^vx**'  prescribed,  they  should  endeavour  to  keep  unity  of  spirit  in 

*o!^«!!m    ^*^  *^^  of  peace ;  that  th.ey  should  be  like-mindedy  lumng 

1  Pet  iii.  8.  ^  some  love,  being  of  one  accord^  of  one  mind,  standing 
Fhu!  H'^./^  *^  ^^^  spirit,  with  one  mind;  that  tfiey  should  walk  by 
i.  27.  iiL  18.  fhe  same  rule,  and  mind  the  same  thing ;  that  with  one  min^ 
5^5.ia7i(5.flnd  one  mouth  they  should  glori/y  God,  the  Father  of  our 

2  Cor.  xiii.  ^ord  Jcsus  Christ;  that  they  should  aU  speak  the  same  thing; 
1  Cor.  i.  la  and  that  there  be  no  divisions  among  them,  but  that  they  be 

perfectly  joined  togetJier  in  the  same  mind,  and  in  tfie  same 
Acts  iv.  ^%  judgment ;  (like  those  in  the  Acts,  of  whom  it  is  said,  The 
1  Cor.  xiL   multitude  of  believers  had  one  heart  and  one  soul ;)  tliat  there 
i.  11.  las.  should  be  no  schisms  (divisions,  or  factions)  in  tlie  body; 
I  Cor.  xii.  ^i^^  g^  dissensions,  all  murmurings,  all  emulations  should 
Phil.  ii.  I4b  be  discarded  from  the  Church :  the  which  precepts,  secluding 
an  obligation  to  obedience,  would  be  impos^ble,  and  vain ; 
for  (without  continual  miracle,  and  transforming  human  na-* 
ture,  things  not  to  be  expected  from  God,  who  apparently 
designeth  to  manage  religion  by  ordinary  ways  of  human 
prudence,  his  gracious  assistance  concurring)  no  durable  con- 
cord in  any  society  can  ever  eiTectually  be  maintained  other- 
wise than  by  one  public  reason,   will,  and  sentence,  which 
may  represent,  connect,  and  comprise  all ;   in  defect  of 
that  every  one  will  be  of  a  several  opinion  about  what  is 
best,  each  will  be  earnest  for  the  prevalence  of   his  mode 
and  way ;  there  will  be  so  many  lawgivers  as  persons,  so 
many  differences  as  matters  incident;   nothing  will  pass 
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smoothly  and  qmetly,  without  bickering  and  jangling,  ard  SERM. 
consequently  without  animomties  and  feuds:  whenc^  n)    J^VIL 
unanimity,  no  concord^  scarce  any  charity  or  good-will  can  * 

subsist. 

5.  Farther;  in  consequence  of  these  things,  common 
edification  requireth  such  obedience ;  it  is  the  duty  of  go- 
vernors to  order  all  things  to  this  enf],  that  is,  to  the  main* 
tenahce,  encouragement,  and  improvement  of  piety ;  for 
this  purpose  thdr  authority  was  given  them,  as  St.  Paul  2  Cor.ziu« 
saith,  and  therefore  it  must  be  deemed  thereto  conducible ;  ^^'  *•  •• 
it  is  indeed  very  necessary  to  edification,  which,  without 
discipline  guiding  the  simple  and  ignorant^  reclaiming  the 
erroneous  and  presumptuous,  cherishing  the  regular,  and 
correcting  the  refractory,  can  nowise  be  promoted. 

Excluding  it,  there  can  be  no  means  of  checking  or  re- 
dres^ng  scandals,  which  to  the  reproach  of  reli^on,  to 
the  disgrace  of  the  Church,  to  the  corrupting  the  minds,  i  Tim.  i. 
and  infecting  the  manners  of  men,  will  spring  up,  and  ^^.J,]^  *• ' 
spread.      Neither  can  there  be  any  way  to  pcevent  the  ^^»  17, 18. 
rise  and  growth  of  pernicious  errors,  or  heresies;    the 
which  assuredly  in  a  state  of  unrestrained  liberty  the  wan- 
ton and  wicked  minds  of  men  will  breed,  their  licentious 
practice  will  foster  and  propagate,  to  ^  increase  of  aUtTiOLiL 
impiety :  their  mouihs  must  be  stopped^  otherwise  they  mU}^  . 
subvert  whole  houses^  teaching  things,  which  they  ckight  not  2  Tim.  IL 
forfUhy  lucre*s  sake  ;  the  word  of  naughty  seducers  wiU  ^^' 
spread  like  a  gangrene^  if  there  be  no  corrosive  or  correct- 
ive remedy  to  stay  its  progress. 

Where  things  are  not  managed  in  a  stable,  quiet,  or- 
derly way,  no  good  practice  can  flourish,  or  thrive ;  dis- 
sension will  choke  all  good  afiections,  confusion  will  ob- 
struct all  good  proceedings ;  from  anarchy,  emulation  and 
strife  will  certainly  grow,  and  from  them  all  sorts  oS  wick- 
edness; for  wherCj  saith  St  James,  there  is  emulation  andJmLiiiir. 
strife,  there  is  confusion  and  every  evU  thing. 

All  those  benefits,  which  arise  from  hbly  communion 
in  offices  of  piety  and  charity,  (from  common  prayers  and 
praises  to  Grod,  from  participation  in  all  sacred  ordinances. 
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feERM.  from  mutual  advice,  admonidoa,  encouragement,  consola- 
LVII.  tion,  good  example,)  will  together  vanish  with  discipline ; 
these  depend  upon  the  friendly  union  and  correspondence 
of  the  members ;  and  no  such  union  can  abide  without  the 
ligament  of  discipline,  no  such  correspondence  can  be  up- 
held  without  unanimous  compliance  to  public  order.  The 
cement  of  discipline  wanting,  the  Church  will  not  be  Uke  a 
1  Pet.  u.  5.  spiritual  lumsey  compacted  of  lioehf  stones  into  one  goodly 
pile  ;  but  like  a  company  of  scattered  pebbles,  or  a  heap  of 
rubbish. 

So  considering  the  reason  of  things,  this  obedience  will 
appear  needful :  to  enforce  the  practice  thereof,  we  may  ad^^ 
join  several  waghty  considerations. 

Con^der  obedience,  what  it  is,  whence  it  springs,  what 
it  produceth ;  each  of  those  respects  will  engage  us  to  it. 

It  is  in  itself  a  thing  very  good  and  acceptable  to  God, 
very  just  and  equal,  very  wise,  very  comely  and  pleasant 

It  cannot  but  be  grateful  unto  God,  who  is  the  €rod 
of  love,  of  order,  of  peace,  and  therefore  cannot  but  like 
the  means  furthering  them;  he  cannot  but  be  pleased 
to  see  men  do  their  duty,  especially  that  which  regard- 
eth  his  own  ministers  ;  in  the  respect  performed  to 
whom  he  is  himself  indeed  avowed,  and  honoured,  and 
obeyed  «. 

It  is  a  just  and  equal  thing,  that  every  member  of  so- 
ciety should  submit  to  the  laws  and  orders  of  it ;  for 
every  man  is  supposed  upon  those  terms  to  enter  into, 
and  to  abide  in  it ;  every  man  is  deemed  to  owe  such 
obedience,  in  answer  to  his  enjoyment  of  privileges  and 
partaking  of  advantages  thereby;  so  therefore  whoever 
pretendeth  a  title  to  those  excellent  immunities,  benefits, 
and  comforts,  which  communion  with  the  Church  afford- 
eth,  it  is  most  equal,  that  he  should  contribute  to  its  sup- 
port and  welfare,  its  honour,  its  peace ;  that  consequently 

■  Tempus  est, — ^ut  de  submistione  provocent  in  se  Dei  dementiam,  et  de 
honore  debito  in  Dei  saceidotem  eliciant  in  w  divinam  misericoidiam.  Cypr» 
£p.30. 
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he  should  yield  obedience  to  the  orders  appointed  for  those  SERM. 
ends.  Peculiarly  equal  it  is  in  regard  to  our  spiritual  go-  LVII. 
vernors,  who  are  obliged  to  be  very  solicitous  and  laborious 
in  furthering  our  best  good ;  who  stand  deeply  engaged, 
and  are  responnble  for  the  welfare  of  our  souls ;  they  must 
be  contented  to  spends  and  be  spent ;  to  undergo  any  pains, 
any  hardships,  any  dangers  and  crosses  occurring  in  pur- 
suance of  those  designs :  and  is  it  not  then  plainly  equal  (is 
it  not  indeed  more  than  equal,  doth  not  all  ingenuity  and 
gratitude  reqmre  ?)  that  we  should  encourage  and  comfort 
them  in  bearing  those  burdens,  and  in  discharging  those  in- 
cumbencies, by  a  fair  and  cheerful  compliance  P  it  is  the 
Apostle^s  enforcement  of  the  duty  in  our  text :  Obey  themy 
siuth  he,  and  mbmit  yourselves ;  fir  they  watch  for  your 
souls f  as  those  who  are  to  render  an  account,  that  they  may 
do  it  with  joy ,  and  not  withgrief,  (or  groaning.) 

Is  it  not  indeed  extreme  iniquity  and  ingratitude,  when 
they  with  anxious  care  and  earnest  toil  are  endeavouring  our 
happiness,  that  we  should  vex  and  tvouble  them  by  our  per- 
verse and  cross  behaviour  ? 

Nay,  is  it  not  palpable  folly  to  do  thus,  seeing  thereby 
we  do  indispose  and  hinder  them  from  effectually  dis- 
charging their  duty  to  our  advantage?  dXu(r/rs>i£  y&§  hfi!ff 
rovrojfir  thisy  addeth  the  Apostle,  farther  pressing  the 
duty,  is  unprofitable  to  you,  or  it  tendeth  to  your  disad- 
vantage and  damage ;  not  only  as  involving  guilt,  but  as 
inferring  loss ;  the  loss  of  all  those  spiritual  benefits,  which 
minister^  being  encouraged,  and  thence  performing  their 
office  with  alacrity  and  sprightful  diligence,  would  prou 
cure  to  you  :  it  is,  therefore,  our  wisdom  to  b^  obedient, 
because  obedience  is  so  advantag^us  apd  profitable  to 
us. 

The  same  is  also  a  comely  and  amiable  thing,  yielding 
much  grace,  procuring  great  honour  to  the  Church, 
highly  adorning  and  crediting  religion:  it  is  a  goodly 
89ght  to  behold  things  proceeding  orderly ;  to  see  every 
person  quietly  resting  in  his  post,  or  moving  evenly  in  his 
rank;  to  observe  superiors  calmly  leading,  inferiors  gladly 

VOL.  HI.  X  X 


ISO  OfobedknceiotmrSpiriHtai  Guides  and  Governors. 

SERM.  following,  and  equals  lovingly  accompanying  each  other: 

2^^}}*    this  is  the  Fsalmist^s,  Ecce  quam  botmm !  Behold,  how  (ad- 

Pt.  cumx.toirMy) good,  and  how  pUaaamt  ii  isjbr  brethren  to  dwdl 

^'  together  in  unity  /  such  a  state  of  things  argueth  the  good 

temper  and  wisdom  of  persons  so  demeamng  themselyeS)  the 

excellency  of  the  principles  which  do  guide  and  act  them,  the 

goodness  of  the  constitution  which  they  observe ;  so  it  credit- 

eth  the  Churdi,  and  graceth  religion ;  a  thing  which,  48  St. 

Tit  il  10.  Paul  teacheth,  in  aU  things  we  should  endeavour. 

It  is alsoa  very  pleasant  and  comfortable  thing  to  hve  in 
obedience ;  by  it  we  enjoy  tranquillity  of  mind  and  satisfac- 
tion of  conscience,  we  taate^dl  the  sweets  of  amity  and  peace, 
we  are  freed  from  the  stings  of  inward  remorse,  we  escape ' 
the  grievances  of  discord  and  strife. 

The  causes  also  and  principles  from  which  obedience 
springeth  do  much  commend  it :  it  ariseth  from  the  dispo- 
sitions of  soul  which  are  most  Christian  and  most  humane ; 
from  charity,  humility,  meekness, 'sobriety  of  mind,  and 
calmness  of  passion  ;  the  which  always  dispose  men  to  sub- 
miss,  complaisant,  peaceable  demeanour  toward  all  men, 
efipedally.  toward  those  whose  relation  to  them  claimeth 
such  demeanour :  these  a  genuine,  free,  cordial,  and  con- 
stant obedience  do  «gnify  tbUive  in  the  soul ;  together  with 
a  general  honesty  of  intention,  and  exemption  from  base 
designs. 

In  fine,  innumerable  and  inestimable  are  the  benefits 
and  good  fruits  accruing  from  this  practice;  beside  the 
support  it  manifestly  yieldeth  to  the  Church  the  grace- 
ftllness  of  order,  the  conveniencies  and  pleasures  of  peace,' 
it  hath  also  a  notaMe  influence  upon  the  common  man- 
ners of  men,  whiqh  hardly  can  ever  prove  very  bad, 
where  the  governors  of  the  Church  do  retain  their  due 
respect  and  authority ;  nothing  more  pvmerfully  doth  in- 
stigate  to  virtue,  than  the  countenance  of  authority ;  no- 
thing more  effectually  can  restrain  from  exori[>itancy  of 
vice,  than  the  bridle  of  disdpline :  this  obvious  experi- 
ence demonstrateth,  and  we  diall  plainly  see,  if  we  reflect 
upon  those  times  when  piety  and  virtue  have  most  flou- 
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rished :  Whence  w^  it,  that  in  thode  good  old  times  Chris-  SE  RM. 
tians  did  so  abound  in  good  works,  that  they  burned  with    ^^^^' 
holy  zeal,  that  they  gladly  would  do,  would  suffer  any  thing 
for  their  religion  ?  whence  but  from  a  mighty  respect  to 
their  superiors,  from  a  strict  regard  to  their  direction  and 
discipline  ?    Did  the  bishops  th^i  prescribe  long  fasts,  or 
impose  rigid  penances  ?  willingly  did  the  people  undergo 
them :  Did  the  pastor  conduct  into  danger,  did  he  lead  them 
into  the  very  jaws  of  death  and  martyrdom  ?  the  flock  with 
a  resdlute  alacrity  did  follow :  Did  a  prelate  interdict  any 
practicescandalous  or  prejudicial  to  the  Ghurch,under  pain  of 
incurring  censure  ?  erery  man  ti^mbled  at  the  consequences 
dp  transgressing^:  no  terror  of  worldly  power,  no  severity  of 
justice,  no  dread  of  corporal  punishment  had  such  eflicacy 
to  deter  men  from  ill-doing,  ai^  the  reproc^  and  censure  of 
a  bishop ;  his  frown  could  atail  more  than  the  menaces  of 
an  emperor,  than  the  rage  of  a  persecutor,  than  the  rods 
and  axes  of  an  executioner :  no  rod  indeed  did  smart  like 
the  spiritual  rod,  no  sword  did  cut  so  deep  as  that  of  the 
Spirit ;  no  loss  was  then  so  valuable  as  being  deprived  of 
spiritual  advantages ;   no  banishment  was  so  grievous  as 
being  separated  from  holy  communion;    no  sentence  of 
death  was  so  terrible  as  that  which'  cut  men  off  from  the 
Church ;.  no  thunder  could  astonish  or  affright  men  like  the 
crack  of  a  spiritual  anathema :    this  was  that  which  kept 
virtue  in  request,  and  vice  in  detestation ;  hence  it  was  that 
men  were  so  good,  that  religion  did  so  thrive,  that  so  fre« 
quent  and  so  illustrious  examples  o£  piety  did  appear,  hence 
indeed  we  may  well  reckon  that  Christianity  did  (under  so 
many  disadvantages  and  opporadons)  subsist,  and  grow  up ;       ' 
obedience  to  governors  was  its  guard ;  that  kept  the  Churdi 
firmly  united  in  a  body  sufficiently  strong  to  maintain  it- 
self against  all  assaults  of  faction  within,  of  opposition  from 
abroad ;  that  preserved  that  concord,  which  disposed,  and 

i>  Neqne  hoc  Ita  cUxerim,  ut  Aeg^tur  eodeoastica  disetplma,  et  permittatur 
quuquam  faeere  quod  vdit  sine  ulU  coneptioiie,  et  quadam  medicinali  vindicra* 
et  tenibili  lenitate,  et  diaritalis  severitate.  Auff.  adv.  PetiU  iii.  4. 
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SERM.  enabled  Christians  to  defend  their  reli^on  against  all  fraud 
LVIL  and  violence  ;^  that  cherished  the  true  virtue,  and  the  beau- 
tiful  order,  which  begot  veneration  to  religion :  to  it  there- 
fore we  owe  the  life  and  growth  of  Christianity ;  so  that 
through  many  sharp  persecutions  it  hath  held  up  its  head, 
through  BO  many  perilous  diseases  it  hath  kept  its  life  until 
this  day.  There  were  not  then  of  old  any  such  cavils  and 
clamours  against  every  thing  prescribed  by  governors  i  there 
were  no  such  unconscionable  scruples,  no  such  hardhearted 
pretences  to  tender  conscience  devised  to  baffle  the  authori- 
ty of  superiors :  had  there  been  such,  had  men  then  com- 
monly been  so  froward  and  factious  as  now,  t^e  Church  had 
been  soon  shivered  into  pieces,  our  religion  had  been  swal- 
lowed up  in  confutton  and  licaidousness. 

If  again  we  on  the  other  hand  fix  our  conrideration  upon 
disobedience,  (the  nature,  the  sources,  the  consequences 
thereof,)  it  will,  I  suppose,  much  conduce  to  the  same  ef- 
fect, of  persuading  us  to  the  practice  of  this  duty. 

It  is  in  itself  a  heinous  sin,  b^ng  the  transgression  of  a 
command,  in  nature  and  consequence  very  important,  upon 
which  Grod  layeth  great  stress^  which  is 'frequently  incul- 
cated in  Scripture,  which  is  fenced  by  divers  other  precepts, 
which  is  pressed  by  strong  arguments,  and  backed  by  severe 
threatenings  of  punishment  upon  the  transgressors. 

It  is  in  its  nature  a  kind  of  apostacy  from  Christianity, 
and  rebellion  against  our  Lord ;  for  as  he  that  refuseth  to 
obey  the  king^s  magistrates  in  administration  of  their  office 
is  interpreted  to  disclum  his  authority,  and  to  design  rebel- 
lion against  him;    so  they  who  obstinately  disobey  the 
ministers  of  our  Lord^s  spiritual  kingdom  do  thereby  ap- 
pear to  disavow  him,  to  shake  ofi^  his  yoke,  to  impeach  his 
reign  over  them  ;  so  doth  he  himself  interpret  and  take  it : 
Lukex.  16.  He,  saith  our  Lord,  thtU  heareih  you^  heareih  me,  and  he 
MattiSL^* ^Aat(o  de^srSv,  iJuU  baffled)  deepisethyou  despiseth  me ;  and, 
17.  If  any  man  neglect  ta  hear  the  Church,  (or  shall  disobey  it, 

f  dv  nea^wiiifyi,)  let  him  be  "to  thee  as  a  heathen  and  a  publican ; 
that  is,  such  a  refractory  person  doth  by  his  contumacy  put 
himself  into  the  state  of  one  removed  from  the  common^ 
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weaUh  qffirael^  he  forfeiteth  the  special  protection  of  God,  SERM. 
he  becometh  as  an  alien  or  an  outlaw  from  the  kingdom  of   t*^^** 
our  Lord  ^, 

Under  the  Mosaical  dispensation  thoBe  who  would  do  pre- Dntvi^ 
9umpiuoushfy  and  wovid  not  hearken  tmio  ihe  prieaty  thai 
stood  to  mifdeter  hefme  the  Lordy  did  incur  capital  punish- 
ment ;  those  who  factiously  murmured  against  Aaron  are 
siud  to  make  an  insurrection  agunst  God,  and  answerafaly 
were  punished  in  a  miraculous  way,  (the  Lord  made  a  new  ?i"^*^ 
^inffy  the  earth  openedy  andawallowed  them  up  ;  they  went 
down  oRve  into  the  pit.)  |t  was  in  the  prophetical  times 
an  expresaon  signifying  height  of  impiety,  My  people  is  as  ^<**  *▼•  *• 
those  who  strive  with  the  priest.  Seeing  then  God  hath  no 
less  regard  to  his  peculiar  servants  now  than  he  had  then ; 
seeing  they  no  less  represent  him,  and  act  by  his  authority 
now,  than  any  did  then ;  seeing  their  service  is  as  precious 
to  him,  and  as  much  tendeth  to  his  honour  now,  as  the  Le- 
▼itical  service  0ien  did ;  seeing  he  no  less  loveth  order  and 
peace  in  the  Church,  than  he  did  in  the  Sjmagogue ;  we 
may  well  suppose  it  a  no  less  heinous  sin,  and  odious  to  Grod, 
to  despise  the  ministers  of  Christ'^s  Grospel,  than  it  was  her 
fore  to  despise  the  ministers  of  Moses'^s  Law  ^ 

It  is  a  sin  indeed  pregnant  with  divers  sins,  and  involving 
the  breach  of  many  great  commands,  which  are  frequently 
proposed  and  pressed  in  the  New  T^tament,  with  design 
in  great  part  to  guard  and  secure  it:  Astotdcfing  aU  things  l  Cor.xvi« 
in  charity ;  of  doing  all  things  wiihQtd  murmurings  and-p}^^  -^  j^ 
dissensions;  d£  pursui^  peace  so  Jar  as  liefh  in  us;  ofR«u*si 


maintmning  unity,  concord,  unanimity  in  devotion  ;  of  2  Tim,  3. 
avoiding  schisms,  and  dissensions,  and  the  like :  which  are  ^ 
all  notoriously  violated  by  this  disobedience  ;  it  includeth  1 J 
Jhe  most  high  breach  of  charity^,  the  |nost  formal  ip^g.  JJ"^  ** 


*  Nee  patent  sibi  vhm  ant  Mlntb  eonstan  ntSonem,  il  ^lioopis  et  meodoti* 
bttifObtompenure  noloerint ;  cum  in  Deutroo.  Deus  dicat,  &&     Cffpr,  Ep,  61. 

*  Quo  ezemplo  ostenditur,  et  probatur  obnoxios  omaes  et  culpe  et  pcens  fu- 
tanM,  qui  te  ichifmatids  contra  pnepositoa  et  aacerdotes  irrel^giosii  temeritiitQ 
iniicaeiiiit  C^pr,  pp.  7S. 
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SEEM,  ing  peace,  the  most  scandalous  kind  of  discord  that  can  be, 
LVIL    to  cross  our  superiors  f. 

'  It  is  also  a  practice  issuing  from  the  worst  dispositions  of 

soul,  such  as  are  most  opposite  to  the  spirit  of  our  religion, 
and  indeed  very  repugnant  to  common  reason  and  humanity; 
from  a  proud  haughtiness  or  vain  wantonness  of  mind ;  from 
the  irregularity  o;f  unmortified  and  unbridled  passion^  from 
exorbitant  selfishness,  (selfishness  of  eveFy  bad  kind,  self- 
conceit,  self-will,  self-interest;)  from  turbulent  animoeity, 
froward  crossness  of  humour,  rancorous  spite,  perverse  ob- 
stinacy; from  envy,  ambition,  avarice,  and  the  like  ill 
sources,  the  worst  fruits  of  the  flesh  and  corrupt  nature :  to 
such  dispositions  the  rejecting  God's  prophets  of  old,  and 
the  non-compliance  with  the  Apostles  are  ascribed  in  Scrip- 
ture ;  and  from  the  same  the  like  neglect  of  God's  messen- 
gers now  do  proceed  ;  as  whoever  will  observe,  may  easily 
discern ;  do  but  mind  the  discourses  of  factious  people,  you 
shall  perceive  them  all  to  breathe  generally  nothing  but  ill- 
nature. 

The  fruits  also  which  it  produceth  are  extremely  bad ; 
manifold  great  inconveniencies  and  mischiefs,  hugely  preju- 
dicing the  interest  of  religion  and  the  welfare  of  the  Church. 
Vid.  Cypr.      It  is  immediately  and  formally  a  violation  of  order  and 
Ep.*5.Nc.p^j^,p.  ^^hence  all  the  woful  consequences  of  disorder  and 
aliunde,  &c  faction  do  adhere  thereto. 

It  breedeth  great  disgrace  to  the  Church  and  scandal  to 
religion ;  for  what  can  appear  more  ugly  than  to  see  among 
the  professors  of  religion  children  opposing  their  fathers, 
scholars  contesting  with  their  masters,  inferiors  slighting  and 
crossing  their  superiors  ?  what  can  more  expose  the  Church 
•  and  religion  to  the  contempt,  to  the  derision  of  atheists  and 
infidels,  of  profane  and  lewd  persons,  of  wild  heretics  and 
schismatics,  of  all  enemies  unto  truth  and  piety,  than  such 
foul  irregularity  g .? 


'  An  CMC  sibt  cum  Chrieto  Tidetur,  qui  odvemu  SMcrdotes  CSinsti  &cit?  &c. 
Cypr.  de  Unit,  EccU  p.  258. 
f  Inde  tcbisnuUa,  et  lueresef  oborts  sunt,  efc  oriuntur,  dum  cpiscopus,  qui 
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It  catniptcth  tibe  minds  and  manners  of  men :  for  when  SERM. 
that  dise^dine  is  relaxed  which  was  orcbdned  toguaid  truth    LVIL 
and  pmnwte  holiness ;  when  men  aie  grown  so  licentious 
and  stnbixim  as  to  oonteran  their  superiors^  to  disregard 
th^  wlK)leK>Bie  hiws  and  sober  advice,  there  can  be  no 
cwb  to  lestxam  Ihem^  but  down  predpttantly  they  run  ia-£edena 
to  all  kind  of  Tsdous  irTq;uhuities  and  excesses;  ^^^^^^^ 
those moundi  ac6  taken  away ,  whither  will  men  ramble?eit  c^pr. 
when  diose  banks  are  broken  down,  what  can  we  expect '^^  ^'  ^ 
bat  deluges  of  impioas  doctrine  and  wicked  practice^  to 
averiow  the  ignorant  and  moonsiderate  people  ? 

Doch  not  indeed  this  pr^u^ce  evidently  tend  to  the  dia- 
eoltttion  of  the  Church  and  destruction  of  Chrktianity  ? 
for  when  the  ahqsherds  are  (as  to  conduct  and  efficacy) 
laftm  iwagf,  will  not  Ike  sheep  be  ecaiiered,  or  ttwuMbrKattzxTj. 
aetrajf^  like  sheep  wUhoui  a  shepherd^  being  bewildered  in^^' 
various  errors,  axxd  exposed  as  a  prey  to  any  wild  beasts; 
(a  the  grievouB  woivesy  to  the  ravenous  lions,  to  the  wily 
foxes  ?  here  a  fanatical  enthusiast  will  snap  them,  there  a 
profane  liberdne  will  worry  them,  thare  again  a  despeiate 
ieOheist  will  tear  and  devour  them  b. 

Consult  we  but  obvious  experience,  and  we  shall  see  what 
spoils  and  mines  of  faith,  of  good  conscience,  of  common 
honesty  and  sobriety,  this  practice  hath  in  a  few  years  caused; 
how  have  atheism  and  infidelity,  how  have  prc^alleiiess  and 
dissoluteness  of  manners,  how  have  all  kinds  of  diffhoneirty 
and  baseness  grown  up  since  men  began  to  disregard  tbe 
authority  of  their  spiritual  guides  f  what  dismal  tmgedies 
have  we  in  our  age  beheld  acted  upon  this  stage  o£  our 
own  country  !  what  bkxxly  wars  and  muideis,  (murders 

tmut  est,  et  ecdeoa  pmest  sapnrba  ^pwnuidaai  ptemasqi^tam  «^l«Bintur« 
C^pr.  Ep.  69. 

Hac  sunt  initia  haBietioorum,  etortus  atque  conatus  tchismadcoruin  male 
cogitantium  at  sibi  plaoeant,  ut  prspoatum  sypcrbo  tumore  contemliant.  Sic 
de  ecclesia  receditar,  sic  ahxre  pi«fiuiam  font  ooHocatur,  ric  contn  paeen  ^ 

ChrUti,  atque  amtatam  Dei  rebellatur.     Cypr»  Ep,  6& 

Mk  ^iCti*  &c«     CkryM.  in  2  Tim,  Or.  2.' 
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SERM.  of  princes,  of  nobles,  of  bishops  and  priests !)  what  miser- 
^^^1*  able  oppressions,  extortions,  and  rapines !  what  execrable 
seditions  and  rebellions  !  what  barbarous  aaimomties  and 
feuds !  what  abominable  treasons^  sacril^es^  peguries,  blas- 
I^emies !  what  horrible  riolations  of  all  justice  and  honesty  1 
And  what,  I  praj,  was  the  source  of  these  things  ?  where  did 
they  begin  P^where  but  at  murmuring  against,  at  rejecting,  at 
persecuting  the  spiritual  governors,  at  casting  down  and 
trampling  on  their  authority,  at  slighting  and  spuming  at 
their  advice  ?  Surely  would  men  have  observed  the  laws,  or 
have'hearkened  to  the  counsels  of  those  grave  and  sober 
persons,  whom  Gk)d  had  appointed  to  direct  them,  they  ne- 
ver would  have  run  into  the  commission  of  such  enormities* 
It  is  not  to  be  omitted,  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  guilt  of  disobedience  to  spiritual  governors  is 
increased  and  aggravated  by  the  supervenient  guilt  of 
another  disobedience  to  the  laws  of  our  prince  and  coun- 
-try.  Before  the  secular  powers  (unto  whom  God  hath 
committed  the  dispensation  of  justice,  with  the  mainte-* 
nance  of  peace  and  order,  in  reference  to  worldly  affairs) 
did  submit  to  our  Lord,  and  became  nursing  parents  (^ 
the  Churchy  the  power  of  managing  ecclesiastical  matters 
did  wholly  reside  in  spiritual  guides ;  unto  whom  Chris- 
tians, as  xhepecidiar  subjects  of  God,  were  obliged  will- 
ingly to  yield  obedience;  and  refusing  it,  were  guilty 
bdfore  God  of  spiritual  disorder,  £u;tion,  or  schispa :  but 
now,  after  that  pohtical  autiiority  (out  of  pious  zeal  for 
God^s  service,  out  of  a  wise  care  to  prevent  the  influences 
of  disorder  in  spiritual  matters  upon  the  temporal  peace, 
out  of  grateful  return  for  the  advantages  the  common- 
wealth  enjoyeth  from  religion  and  the  Church)  hath 
pleased  to  back  and  fortify  the  laws  of  spiritual  governors 
by  civil  sanctions,  the  knot  of  our  obligation  is  tied  faster, 
its  force  is  redoubled,  we  by  disobedience  incur  a  double 
guilt,  and  offend  €rod  two  ways,  both  as  supreme  gover- 
nor  of  the  world,  and  as  king  of  the  Church ;  to  our 
Mehism  against  the  Church,  we  add  rebellion  against  our 
prince^   and  so  become  no  less   bod  citizens   than  bad 
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Christiaii&  Some  may  perhaps  imagine  their  disobedience  flERl^. 
hence  more  excusable,  taking  themselves  now  only  thereby  LVII. 
to  tranfi^ress  a  political  sanction :  but  (beside  that  even 
that  were  a  gr^t  offence,  the  commai&d  Of  bur  temporal 
governors  being  sufiSdent,  out  of  consdence  to  Grod'^s  ex* 
press  will,  to  oblige  us  in  all  things  not  evidently  repug- 
nant to  God^s  law)  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  think  the  dvil 
law  doth  anywise  derogate  from  the  ecdeoastical ;  that 
doth  not  swallow  this  up,  but  succoureth  and  corroborateth 
it ;  their  concurrence  yieldeth  an  accession  of  weight  and 
Itrength  to  each ;  they  do  not  by  conspiring  to  prescribe 
the  same  thing  dther  of  them  cease  to  be  governors,  as  to 
right;  but  in  efficacy  the  authority  of  both  should  thence 
be  augmented,  seeing  the  obligation  to  obedience  is  multi^i 
plied  upon  their  subjects ;  and  to  disobey  them  is  aow  tWQ 
crimes,  which  otherwise  should  he  but  on^. 


SERMON  LVIII. 


QF  OBEDIENCE  TO  OUR  SPIRITUAL  GUIDES  AND 
GOVERNORS. 


Heb.  xiii.  17. 
Obey  them  thai  have  the  rule  over  you. 

SERM.  Such  is  the  nature  of  this  duty,  and  such  are  the  reasons 
LVIII.  enforcing  the  practice  thereof:  I  shall  only  farther  remove 
two  impediments  of  that  practice,  and  so  leave  this  point. 

1.    One  hindrance  of  obedience  is  this,  that  spiritual 

power  is  not  despotical  or  compulsory,   but  parental  or 

pastoral ;  that  it  hath  no  external  force  to  abet  it,  or  to 

Matt XX.    avenge  disobedience  to  its  laws:    they  must  not  xangou- 

LukcxziL  <^'^^^>  ^^  xaraxu^/€6«rv,  (be  imperious,  or  domineer,)  they 

t«.  are  not  allowed  to  exercise  \aolence,'  or  to  inflict  bodilv 

1  Pet.  ▼  3  .  • 

'correction*;  but  must  rule  in  meek  and  gentle  ways,  di- 
rectly influential  upon  the  mind  and  conscience,  (ways  of 

2  Tim.  iL   rational  persuasion,  exhortation,  admonition,  reproof,)  in 
^^^^'meehness  instructing  those  that  oppose  themselves;   con-^ 

vincing^  rebukingy  exhxyrting  with  all  long-suffering  and 
doctrine ;  their  word  is  their  only  weapon,  their  force  of 
argument  all  the  constrmnt  they  apply :  hence  men  com- 
monly do  not  stand  in  awe  of  them,  nor  are  so  sensible  of 

mfui^retvivrmv  wrmi^fuvrm^  &C.     Chrys.  di  Sacerd.  2. 
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their  obligation  to  obey  them;  tfaey  cannot  understand  SERH. 
why  they  should  be  'frighted  by  words,  or  controlled  by  ^^^^^^ 
an  unarmed  authority. 

But  this  in  truth  (things  being  duly  considered)  is  ^  far 
from  diminishing  our  obligation,  or  arguing  the  authority 
of  our  governors  to  be  weak  and  precarious,  that  it  reiuW- 
eth  our  obligation  much  greater,  and  their  authority  more 
dreadful ;  for  the  sweeter  and  gender  thdr  way  of  goy^n- 
ing  is,  the  more  diongenuous  and  unworthy  a  thii^  it  is  to 
disobey  it ;  not  to  be  persuaded  by  reason,  not  to  be  allured 
by  kindness,  not  to  admit  friendly  advice,  not  to  comply 
with  the  calmest  mediods  of  furthering  our  own  good,  is  a 
brutish  thing ;  he  that  only  can  be  scared  and  scourged  to 
duty,  scarce  deserveth  the  name  of  a  man :  it  therefore  doth 
the  more  oblige  us,  that  in  this  way  we  are  moved  to  action 
by  love  rather  than  fear.  Yet  if  we  would  fear  wisely  and 
justiy,  (not  like  children,  being  frighted  with  formidable 
shapes  and  appearances,  but  like  men,  apprehending  the 
real  consequences  of  things,)  we  should  the  more  fear  these 
spiritual  powers,  because  they  are  insensible :  for  that  God 
hath  commanded  us  to  obey  them,  without  assigning  vi. 
^ble  forces  to  constrain  or  chastise,  is  a  manifest  argument 
that  he  hath  reserved  the  vindication  of  their  authority  to 
his  own  hand,  which  therefore  will  be  infallibly  certain, 
and  terribly  severe  5  so  the  nature  of  the  case  requireth, 
and  so  Grod  hath  declared  it  shall  be :  the  saitence  that  is  Matt  zvHL 
upon  earth  pronounced  by  his  ministers  upon  contuma^^®* 
^ous  offenders,  he  hath  declared  himself  ready  to  ratify 
in  heaven,  and  therefore  most  assuredly  will  execute  it. 
As  under  the  old  law  God  appointed  to  the  transgression 
of  some  laws,  upon  which  he  laid  speoal  stress,  the  pu- 
nishment of  beinff  ctU  offjrqm  \%9  people  ;  the  execution 
of  which  punishment  he  reserved  to  himself,  to  be  aocom- 
plished  in  his  own  way  and  time ;  so  doth  he  now  in  like 
manner  take  upon  him  to  ipaintain  the  cause  of  his  minis- 
ters, and  to  execute  the  judgments  decreed  by  them; 
and  if  so,  we  may  conrider  that  His  a  dreadful  ikinffio^^j^^^i^ 
Jail  into  the  hands  of  the  living  Go^.    Ecclesiastical  autho- 
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GERM,  lity  therefore  is  not  a  diadow,  void  of  substance  or  force^ 
3^^^][£^but  hath  the  greatest  power  in  the  world  to  support  and 
assert  it;  it  hath  arms  to  maiajtain  it  .most  effectual  and 
J  Cor.  E.  4forcible,  (those  of  which  St  Paul  saith ;  The  zveapons  of 
oar  warfare  are  not  camal^  Imi  tnigkiy  through  God, — )  it 
inflicteth  chastisements  far  more  dreadful  than  any  secular 
power  can  inflict;   for  these  only  touch  the  body,  those 
perce  the  soul;   these  concern  only  our  temporal  state, 
those  reach  eternity  itself;  these  at  most  yield  a  tranatory 
smart,  or  kill  the  body^  those  produce  endless  torment,  and 
(utterly  as  to^  all  comfort  in  being)  destroy  the  soul. 
iSfiritali         The  punishment  for  extreme  contumacy  is  called  delivery 
f^J^'    ^  JSatoH  ;  and  is  not  this  far  worse  than  to  be  put  into  the* 
oontoma-    hands  of  any  gaoler  or  hangman  ?  what  are  any  cords  <^ 
to'dum*   ^'^^''^P  ^'  fetters  of  iron,  in  comparison  to  those  bands,  of 
de  ecdesia  which  it  is  said,   Whatever  ye  bind  on  earthy  shall  be  boimi 
Cj^^'.  *^  heaven ;  which  engage  the  soul  in  a  guilt  never  to  be 
^1*  loosed,  except  by  sore  contrition  and  serious  repentance  P 

what  are  any  scourges  to  St.  Paul'*s  rod,  lashing  the  heart 
and  conscience  with  stinging  remorse  ?  what  any  axes  or 
falchions  to  that  eKi>ord  of  the  spirit^  which  cutteth  off  a 
member  from  the  body  of  Christ  ?  what  are  any  fagots  and 
torches  to  that  unquenchable  Jire  and  brimstone  of  the  in- 
fernal lake  P  what,  in  fine^  doth  any  condemnation  here 
fflgnify  to  that  horrible  cursei  which  devoteth  an  incorrigi- 
blc  soul  to  the  bottomless  pit  P 

It  is  therefore  indeed  a  great  advantage  to  this  power 
that  it  is  spiritual 

8.  Another  grand  obstruction  to  the  practice  of  this  duty 
is,  pretence  to  scruple  about  the  lawfulness,  or  dissatisfac- 
tion in  the  expedience  of  that  which  our  governors  pre- 
scribe ;  that  we  are  able  to  advance  objections  against  their 
decrees;  that  we  can  espy  inconveniences  ensuing  upon,. 
Cf^.  Ep.  their  orders ;  that  we  imagine  the  constitution  may  be  re- 
50. 5S.  (p.  formed,  so  as  to.  become  more  pure,  Inore  convenient  and 
comely,  more  serviceable  to  edification ;  that  we  cannot 
fancy  that  to  be  best,  which  they  enjoin :  for  removing  this 
obstruction  let  me  only  propound  some  questions, 
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Were  not  any  govemmctit  appointed  in  vain,  if  such  SEEflrf. 
pretences  might  elempt  or  excuse  from  conformity  to  its  Lvlil. 
orders  ?  Can  such  ever  be  wanting  ?  Is  there  liny  thing  de-  <i>,x#,w  «- 
yiseable,  which  may  not  be  impugned  by  some  plautibl^^^^^^y 
reason,  which  may  not  disgust  a  squeamish  humour?    Is^^l^  ^^ 
there  any  matter  so  clearly  innocent,  the  lawfulness  where- «^»^'Si.lS/ 
of  a  weak  mind  Will  not  question ;  any  thing  so  firm  and 
solid,  in  which  a  small  acuteness  of  wit  cannot  pick  a  hole; 
any  thing  so  indisputably  certain,  that  whoever  aftecteth 
to  cavil  may  not  eanly  devise  some  objections  against  it  P 

Is  there  any  thing  here  that  hath  no  inconveniences  at- 
tending it  ?  are  not  in  all  human  things  conveniences  and 
inconveniences  so  mixed  and  complicated,  that  it  is  impos- 
fflble  to  disentangle  and  sever  them ;  can  there  be  any  con-  ^ 
stitution  under  heaven  so  absolutely  pure  and  perfect,  that 
no  blemish  or  defect  shall  appear  therein  ?  can  any  provi- 
dence of  man  foresee,  any  care  prevent,  any  industry  reme- 
dy all  inconveniences^postible  ?  Is  a  refoilnatioil  satisfactory 
to  all  fancies  anywise  practicable ;  and.arethey  not  fitter  to 
live  in  the  Platonic  idea  of  a  commonwealth  than  in  any 
real  sodety,  who  press  for  such  an  one  ?  To  be  facile  and 
complaisant  in  other  cases,  bearing  with  things  which  do 
not  please  us,  is  esteemed  commendable,  a  courteous  and  hu-f 
mane  practice  :  why  should  it  not  be  much  more  reasonable  ' 

to  condescend  to  our  superiors,  and  comport  with  their  prac- 
tice ?  is  it  not  very  discourteous  to  deny  them  thy  respect 
which  we  allow  to  others,  or  to  refuse  that  advantage  to 
public  transactions  which  we  think  fit  to  grant  unto  private 
conversation  ? 

To  what  purpose  did  God  institute  a  government,  if 
the  resolutions  thereof  must  be  suspended  till  every  man  is 
satisfied  with  them ;  or  if  its  state  must  be  altered  so  often 
as  any  man  can  pick  in  it  matter  of  offence  or  dislike ;  of 
if  the  proceedings  thereof  must  be  shaped  according  to  the 
numberless  varteties  of  different  and  repugnant  fancies  ^  ? 

PoL'vr.l. 

Si  ubi  jubeantur  qunrere  singulis  lic^tt ;  pexeunte  obsequio  etiaih  ifflperiuin 
interddit.     Tac,  %.  p.  MO^  Otho. 
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SERM.  Are,  I  pray,  the  objections  against  obedience  so  clear 
LVIII.  and  cogent,  as  are  the  commands  which  enjoin,  and  the  rea- 
'^"^^"^  sons  which  enforce  it  ?  are  the  inconveniences  adhering  to 
it  apparently  so  grievous,  as  are  the  mischiefs  which  spring 
from  disobedience  ?  do  they  in  a  just  balance  counterpoise 
the  disparagement  of  authority,  the  violation  of  order,  the 
disturbance  of  peace,  the  obstruction  of  edification,  which 
disobedience  produceth  ? 

Do  the  scruples  (or  reasons,  if  we  will  call  them  so) 
which  we  propound,  amount  to  such  a  strength  and  evi- 
dence, as  to  outweigh  the  judgment  of  those  whom  God 
hath  authorized  by  his  commission,  whom  he  doth  enable 
by  his  grace,  to  instruct  and  guide  us  c  ?    May  not  those, 
whose  office  it  is  to  judge  of  such  things,  whose  business  it 
is  to  study  for  skill  in  order  to  that  purpose,  who  have 
most  experience  in  those  affairs  specially  belonging  to  them, 
be  reasonably  deemed  most  able  to  judge  both  for  them- 
selves and  us  what  is  lawful,  and  what  expedient  ?  have 
they  not  eyes  to  see  what  we  do,  and  heart's  to  judge  con- 
cerning the  force  of  our  pretences,  as  well  as  we  ? 
Qni  fidci        '^  ^^  ^°^  *  design  of  their  office  to  resolve  our  doubts 
tjtveritati    and  void  our  scruples  in  such  cases,  tliat  we  may  act 
c^r^  securely  an^  quietly,  being  dir^ted  by  better  judgments 
7t  than  our  own  ?  Are  they  not  strictly  obliged  in  conscience, 

are  they  not  deeply  engaged  by  interest,  to  govern  us  in 
the  best  manner  P  Is  it  therefore  wisdom,  is  it  modesty,  is 
it  justice  for  us  to  advance  our  private  conceits  against 
their  most  deliberate  public  resolutions  ?  may  we  not  in  so 
doing  mistake  ?  may  we  not  be  blind  or  weak,  (not  to  say 
fond,  or  proud,  or  perverse  ?)  and  shall  those  defects  or  de- 
faults of  ours  evacuate  so  many  commands  of  God,  and 
render  his  so  noble,  so  needful  an  ordinance  quite  insigni- 
ficant? 

Do  we  especially  seem  to  be  in  earnest,  or  appear  other- 

•  Dixfsti  sane  fcrapulum  tibi  e8S9  toHenduni  de  atiimo,  in  quern  inciduti ; 
Inddisti  sed  tiu  credulitate  irreligiosa,  &c  Cypr.  Ep,  69.  (ad  Florent.)  ^id 
optime  et  appotsic  de  hac  re  diueientei3|p 
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wise  than  illudyely  to  palliate  our  naughty  afiections  and  SERM. 
sinister  respects,  when  we  ground  the  justification  of  our  LVin« 
nonoonfonnity  upon  dark  subtildes  and  intricate  quirks ; 
which  it  is  himl  to  conceive  that  we  understand  ourselves, 
and  whereof  very  perspicadous  men  cannot  apprehend  the 
foice  ?  Do  we  think  we  shall  be  innocent  men,  because  we 
are  smart  sophisters?  or  that  God  will  excuse  from  our 
duty,  because  we  can  perplex  men  with  our  discourses?  or 
that  we  are  bound  to  do  nothing,  because  we  are  able  to 
say  somewhat  against  all  things  ? 

Would  we  not  do  well  to  consider  what  huge  danger 
they  incur,  and  how  massy  a  load  of  guilt  they  must  un- 
dergo, upon  whom  shall  be  charged  all  those  sad  disorders 
and  horrid  misdbiefs  which  are  naturally  consequent  on  dis« 
obedience?  Whatifconfusionofthings,  if  corruption  of  man- 
ners, if  oppression  of  truth,  if  dissolution  of  the  Church  do 
thence  ensue ;  what  a  case  then  shall  we  be  in,  who  con- 
fer so  much  thereto  ?  Would  not  such  considerations  be  apt 
to  beget  scruples  far  more  disquieting  an  honest  and  truly 
conscientious  mind,  than  any  such  either  profound  sub- 
tilties  or  superficial  plausibilities  can  do,  which  dissenters 
are  wont  to  allege  ?  For  needeth  he  not  to  have  extreme 
reason  (reason  extremely  strong  and  evident)  who  dareth 
to  refuse  that  obedience  which  Grod  so  plainly  command- 
eth ;  by  which  his  own  authority  is  maintmned ;  on  which 
the  safety,  prosperity,  and  peace  of  the  church  dependeth ; 
in  which  the  support  of  religion,  and  the  welfare  of  num- 
berless souls  is  deeply  concerned  ? 

Did,  let  me  farther  ask,  the  Apostles,  when  they  settled 
orders  in  the  church,  when  they  imposed  what  they  con- 
caved  needful  for  edification  and  decency,  when  they  in- 
flicted spiritual  chastisements  upon  disorderly  walkers,  re- 
gard  such  pretences?  or  had  those  self-conceited  and  self, 
willed  people  (who  obetfed  not  their  words^  but  reeiHed  and  i  no.  ir. 
rgected  them)  no  such  pretences  ?  had  they  nothing,  think  \%i^  • 
we,  to  say  for  themselves,  nothing  to  object  against  the  ^• 
apostolic  orders  and  proceedings ?  They  had  surely ;  they  i Js!"  ^ 
failed  not  to  find  faults  in  the  establishment,  and  to  pretend 
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SERM.  a  lind  of  tender  conscience  for  their  disobedience ;  yet  this 
LVIII.  hindered  not,  but  that  the  Apostles  condemned  their  mis- 
behaviour and  inflicted  severe  censures  upon  them  P 

Did  not  also  the  primitive  bishops  (and  all  spiritual  go- 
vernors down  from  the  beginning  every  where  almost  to 
these  days  of  contention  and  disorder)  proceed  in  the  same 
course ;  not  fearing  to  enact  such  laws  concerning  indiffer- 
ent matters  and  circumstances  of  religion,  as  seemed  to  them 
conducible  to  the  good  of  the  Church  f  Did  not  all  good  peo- 
ple readily  comply  with  their  orders,  how  painful  soever,  or 
disagreeabletofleshand blood, withoutcontest  or  scruple?  yet 
had  not  they  as  much. wit,  and  no  less  conscience  than  our- 
selves? They  who  had  wisdom  enough  to  descry  the  truth  of 
our  religion  through  all  the  clouds  of  obloquy  and  disgrace, 
which  it  lay  under :  who  had  zeal  and  constancy  to  bear  the 
hardest  brunts  of  persecution  against  it;  were  they  such  fools 
as  to  see  no  fault,  so  stupid  as  to  resent  nothing,  or  so  loose 
as  to  comply  with  any  thing?  No  surely;  they  were  in  truth 
so  wise  as  to  know  their  duty,  and  so  honest  as  to  observe  it. 
If  these  considerations  will  not  satisfy,  I  have  done ;  and 
proceed  to  the  next  point  of  our  duty,  to  which  the  precept 
in  our  text  may  extend,  concerning,  the  doctrine  of  our 
guides :  in  which  respect  it  may  be  conceived  to  imply  the 
following  particulars  to  be  performed  by  us,  as  instances, 
or  parts,  or  degrees  thereof, 

1.  We  should  readily  and  gladly  address  ourselves  to 
hear  them;   not  out  of  profane  and  wilful  contempt  or 
slothful  negligence  declining  to  attend  upon  their  instruc- 
tions ;   there  were  of  old  those,   of  whom .  the  Prophets 
Keh.iz.  29.  complain,  who  would  not  so  much  as  hearken  to  the  words 
Ifc*ixv^  12!^^  those  whom  Grod  sent  unto  them;  but  stopped  their 
lxTi.4w       ears,  Toithdrew  the  shoulder ,  and  hardened  the  neck,  and 
vT  10?*      vxmld  not  hear :  there  were  those  in  the  evangelical  times, 
Acu  idiL    irho  did  u'ru^eiv  rhv  Xoyo^,  thrttst  away  the  teord  of  God, 
Mmu  X.  14^*^^*^  themselves  unworthy  of  eternal  life  i  who  would  not 
admit  or  hear  the  word  qflifsy  and  overtures  of  grace  pro- 
t^uke  viii   pounded  by  the  Apostles :  there  were  Gadarenes,  who  be- 
3^-  secched  our  Lord  himself  to  depart  from  their  coasts :  tbjere 
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have  always  been  deaf  adders^  who  stop  their  ears  to  the  SERM^ 
voice  of  the  charmer^  charm  he  never  so  wisely  ;  no  wonder  2__. 
then  if  now;  there  be  those  who  will  not  go  much  as  allow  a  Psal.  iviiL 
hearing  to  the  messengers  of  God,  and  the  guides  of  their  *»  ^ 
soul :  some  out  of  a  factious  prejudice  against  their  office, 
or  their  persons,  or  their  way,  do  shun  them,  giving  them- 
selves over  to  the  conduct  of  seducers ;  some  out  of  a  pro- 
fane neglect  of  all  religion,  out  of  being  wholly  possessed    . 
with  worldly  cares  and  desires,  out  of  stupidity  and  sloth, 
(indisposing  them  to  mind  any  thing  that  is  serious,)  will 
not  afford  them  any  regard :  all  these  are  extremely  blame- 
able,  offensive  to  God,  and  injurious  to  themselves.     It  is  a 
heinous  affront  to  God  ^implying  an  hostile  disposition  to- 
ward him,  an  unwillingness  to  have  any  correspondence 
with  him)  to  refuse  so  much  as  audience  to  his  ambassadors; 
it  is  an  interpretative  repulsing  him ;  so  of  old  he  expressed 
it ;  /,  saith  he,  spake  untoyou^  rising  early  and  speakings  Jer.  m  IS. 
but  ye  heard  not;  lealledyouy  but  ye  answered  not,-  so 
under  the  Gospel;  He^  saith  our  Lord,  that  heareth you^^^^^T^  1^ 
heareth  me  ;  and  he  thai  despiseth  (or  regardeth  not)  you 
despiseth  me;  and,  We  are  ambassadors  of  Christy  as  though^Cm»y.t(L 
God  did  beseech  you  by  us  ;  we  pray  you  in  ChrisCs  steady 
be  reconciled  to  God.     It  is  a  starving  pur  souls,  depriving 
them  of  that  food  which  God  hath  provided  for  them ;  it  is 
keeping  ourselves  at  distance  from  any  means  or  possibility 
of  being  well  informed  and  quickened  to  the  practice  of  our 
duty,  of  being  reclaimed  from  our  errors  and  ^ns :  it  is  the 
way  to  become  hardened  in  impiety,  or  sinking  into  a  repro- 
bate sense.     This  is  the  first  step  to  obedience ;  for  Jiow  can 
we  beUevCf  concept,  we  hear  ?  this  is  that  which  St.  James 
urgetfa.  Let  every  man  be  quick  to  hear  ;  and  which  St.  Pe-«^ftni-  »•  l»- 
ter  thud  enjmneth.  Like  new-bom  babes,  desire  the  sincere^  Pet.iL  *• 
milk  of  the  word  tJuU  ye  may  grow  thereby :  we  $hould  es- 
pecially be  quick  and  ready  to  hear  those  whom  God  hath* 
authorised  and  appointed  to  speak ;  we  should  desire  to 
suck  the  milk  of  the  word  from  those  who  are  our  spiritual 
parents  and  nurses.  , 

9,.  We  should  hear  them  with  serious,  earnest  attention 
VOL.  in.  L 
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S£RM.  and  conuderation ;  8o  diat  we  may  well  understand,  may  be 
LVIIL  able  to  weigh,  may  retain  in  memory,  and  may  beiDome  duly 
~  affected  with  their  discourses ;  w«  must  not  heaK  them  drow. 

fflly  and  slightly,  as  if  we  were  nothing  concerned,  or  were 
hearing  an  impertinent  tale ;  their  word  should  not  pass 
through  the  ears,  and  slip  away  without  effect ;  but  sink  into 
the  undarslanding,  into  the  memory,  into  the  heart ;  like 
Matt,  nil  ^  g^^  ^^^  falling  into  a  depth  of  earthy  able  to  afford  it 
^  root  and  nourishment :  therefore  we  must  attend  diligently 

H«b.  n.  1.  thereto :   m^icc^^  ouv  itt  ^Kf^^n^  we  should  therefore  gvte 
more  abundant  heed^  as  the  Apostle  saith,  io  the  things  we 
hear,  lest  at  any  Hme  we  should  let  them  slip.    This  duty 
1  Then.  ii.  the  nature  and  importance  of  their  word  requireth  :   it  is 
^  the  word  not  qfrnen^  but,  in  truths  the  word  x>f  the  great 

Oody  (his  word  as  proceeding  from  him,  as  declaring  his 
mind  and  will,  as  tendering  bis  overtures  of  grace  and  raer- 
cyO  which  as  such  challengeth  great  regard  and  awe ;  it 
informed!  us  oS  our  chief  duties,  it  furthereth  our  main 
interests,  it  guideth  us  into,  it  urgeth  us  forward  in  the 
JaokiSi.  way  to  eternal  happiness;  it  is  the  word  that  is  able  to 
save  owr  soulsy  to  render  us  wise  unto  sahaikm ;  it  there- 
fere  daimeth  and  deserveth  from  us  most  earnest  attri- 
tion ;  it  is  a  great  indignity  and  foUy  not  to  yield  it. 

S.  We  should  to  their  instructions  bring  good  dispositions 
of  mind,  such  as  may  render  them  most  ^ectual  and  fruiU 
ful  to  us ;  such  as  are  right  intention,  candour,  docility, 
meekness. 

We  should  not  be  induced  to  hear  them  out  of  curios. 

sdty,  (as  having  itching  earsy)  being  desirous  to  hear  some 

new  things,   some   fine  notions,   some  takii^  discourse; 

somewhat    to   fancy  or  talk  {Jieasantly  about,  (as  the 

AtinnrfL    Athenians  heard  St.  Paul ;)   not  out  of  oeasoriousness,  or 

'^'  inclination  to  criticize  and  find  fiailt,  (as  the  Pharisees  heard 

Lnkezi^kour  Saviour,  lagfing  wait  for  Aim,  emd  seskbig  io  caiA 

something  out  of  his  mouthy  that  ihey  might'Oceuse  him  ;) 

not  out  of  design  to  gratify  our  passiiNia  in  hearing  them^ 

to  reprove  other  persons,  or  for  any  sudi  corrupt  and  si* 

nister  intention;   but  altogether  oyit  t>f  pure  desiga  that 
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we  may  be  improved  in  knowledge,  and  exdted  to  theprac  SERM. 

We  should  not  come  to  hear  them  with  minds  idAued 
with  ill  prejudices  and  partial  flections,  which  maj  obstruct 
ike  Tirtae  and  efficacy  of  their  discourse,  or  may  hinder  uft 
from  judging  fi^riy  and  truly  about  what  they  say ;  but  with 
such  freedom  and  ingenui^  as  may  dispose  us  retulily  to 
yield  unto  and  acquiesce  in  any  profitable  truth  declared  by 
them;  like  the  generous  Bereans,  who  received  the  uhM Acu ttH 
(MT^  ^rdiang  v^J^ag^  with  oU  alacrity  and  readiness  qf  ndndf  ^^' 
searching  the  Scriptures  daily ^  whether  these  things  were 
so  ;  dtg  Ap-f/mra  Pgifn^  lUce  in^ts  nezofybomj  that  come  to  1  Peti  n.  t 
the  dug  without  any  other  iodiaation  tiban  to  suck  what  is 
needful  for  their  sustenance. 

We  should  be  docile  anid  tractablei  willing  and  apt  to 
learn,  shaking  off  all  those  indispositions  of  soul  (all  dul« 
ness  and  sluggishness^  all  peevishness  and  perverseness,  all 
pride  and  sel&conceitedness,  all  corrupt  afifectkxi  and  in- 
dulgence to  our  conceits,  our  humours,  our  passions^  out 
lusts  and  inordinate  desires)  which  may  obstruct  our  un^ 
derstanding  of  the  word,  our  yielding  assent  to  it,  our 
receiving  impression  from  it :   there  were  those^  omoelm^ 
log  whom  the  Apostle  said,  that  he  could  not  proceed  in 
his  discourse,  because  they  were  v^^^oi  nan  ^owOa  duU  ofHeh.  v.  ii; 
hearings  (or  sluggish  in  hearings)  who  were  indisposed  to^^^*  ^' 
hear,  and  uncapable  to  understand,  because  they  would 
not  be  at  the  pains  to  rouse  up  their  fancies,  and  fix  their 
.minds  upon  a  serious  consideration  of  things  .*    there  were 
tho0e,  who  had  a  spifit  ^sluimber^  eyes  not  to  see^  a/nd  ears  ita.  xiii; 
not  to  hear;   who^did  heisr  with  the  ear,  but  not  ^^^der-]^^^ 
stand;  seeing  did  see,  but  not  perceive ;  Jbr^eir  heart  had  Ivuyi^. 
waaeedgross^  their  ears  were  dutt  of  hearing,  and  tiMr^f*""^' 
ey€9  were  closed ;  such  indocile  persons  there  always  have  John  zik 
hsen,  who,  being  stofnied  and  perverted  by  eomipt  affect 
tiotia»  became  uncapable  of  bettering  6om  good  instruct 
tt0n:  all  such  we  should  strive  to  free  ourselves  fimn,  that 
we  may  p^onn  diis  du^  to  our  guides,  and  in  msdenessjmn  t  St. 
reorive  Ae  engrt^ied  wood. 
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SERM.      These  practices   (of  hearing,  of  attending,   of  comity 

LVliL  ^gt)  disposed  to  instruction)  are  at  least  steps  and  degrees 

necessarily  prerequisite  to  the  obedience  prescribed ;  and 

farther  to  press  them  all  together  upon  us,  we  may  consider, 

that  it  is  strictly  incuipbent  on  them  (under  danger  of  heavy 

1  Cor.  ix.   punishment  and  woe)  mttinghfj  earnestly,  with  all  diligence 

2  Cor.T.li.  ^^^  patience,  to  labour  in  teaching  and  admonidiing  us ;  they 
1  Pet  ▼.  9,  must  ffive  aUendtmcei  and  take  heed  unto  their  doctrine^  that 
1  Tim.  ▼.  1^  KQ^y  be  eouoid  and  profitable ;  they  mu$t  preach  Ihe  wordy 
Y^.  .  and  be  instant  upon  it  m  season^  oui  qfsecuony  (that  is,  not 
IS,  16*  only  taking,  but  seeking  and  snatching  all  occasions  to  do 
C^'i^aSf'*^)  rqwtwif^,  rebuking^  exhorting  with  all  long  suffering 

and  doctrine ;  they  must  warn  every  man^  and  teach  every 
man  in  aU  wisdom,  that  they  nu^  present  every  manperfict 
in  Christ  Jesus  :  as  they  are  obliged  in  such  manner  to  do 
these  tilings,  so  there  must  be  correspondent  duties  lying 
upon  us,  to  veceive  their  doctrine  readily,  carefully,  patient- 

1  Cor.  !▼•  i.  ly,  sincer^,  and  fairly :  as  they  must  be  faithful  dispensei^ 

of  Gkxl^s  heavenly  tnidi  and  holy  mysteries,  so  we  must  be 
obsequious  entertuners  of  them :  imposing  such  commands 
on  them  doth  imply  vaciprocal  obligations  in  their  hearers 
and  scholars ;  otherwine  their  ofiice  would  be  vain,  and  their 
endeavours  fruitless ;  Grod  no  less  would  be  frustrated  in 
his  design,  than  we  should  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  of 
their  institution. 

But  farther,  it  is  a  more  immediate  ingredient  of  this  duty, 
that 

4.  We  should  effectually  be  enlightened  by  their  doc- 
trine, be  convinced  by  their  arguments  persuading  truth 
and  duty,  be  moved  by  their  admonitions  and  exhorta- 
ticms  to  good  practice ;  we  should  open  our  eyes  to  the 
Kght  which  they  shed  forth  upon  us,  we  should  surrender 
our.  judgment  to  the  proofs  which  they  allege,  we  should 
yield  our  hearts  and  aftcUons  pliable  to  their  moUifying  and 
warming  discouraes ;  it  is  their  part  to  subdue  our  minds 
to  the  obedience  qfJhiA^  and  to  subject  our  wills  to  the  o1>. 

2  Cor.  z.5.servanoe  of  Grod^s  cominandments,  (casting  down  imagku^^ 

tionsj  and  every  high  thing  that  ^waltefh  itself  against  ihe 
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knowledge  of  God,  and  bringifig  into  capAvity  everjf  thought  SERM. 
to  the  <iedience  of  Christ;)   it  must  dierefore  answerably  ^^^^^^ 
be  our  duty  not  to  resist,  not  to  hold  out,  not  to  persist  ob* 
stinate  in  our  errors  or  prejudices;  to  submit  our  minds  to 
the  power  of  truth,  being  willingly  and  gladly  conquered 
by  it ;  it  must  be  our  duty  to  subjugate  our  wills,  to  bend 
our  inclinations,  to  form  our  affections  to  a  free  compliance 
of  heart  with  the  duties  urged  upon  us ;  we  should  not  be 
like  those  disciples,  of  whom  our  Lord  complaineth  thus ; 
O  fools  ^  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  have  Luke  xxh. 
spoken :  nor  like  the  Jews,  with  whom  St  Stephea  thus  ex- 
postulates ;  Ye  stiff-JMcked  and  uncircumcised  in  heart  ond^^^-^i* 
earSf  ye  do  always  resist  the  Holy  Ghost.    They  should  20.  y.  4. 
^icak  with  power  and  efficacy ;  we  therefore  should  not 
by  our  indispositions  (by  obstinacy  of  conceit  or  hardness 
of  heart)  obstruct  their  endeavours :    diey  should  be  ca-sCor.i.  24. 
workers  of  your  joy,  (that  is,  working  in  us  that  faith  and  *  ^^'  "*•'* 
those  virtues,  which  are  productive  of  true  joy  and  comfort 
to  us|)  we  therefore  should  co>work  with  iJiem  toward  the 
same  end :  they  should  edify  us  in  knowledge  and  holiness ; 
we  should  therefore  yield  ourselvet  to  be  feudiioned  and  po- 
lished by  them. 

5.  We  should,  in  fine,  obey  their  doctrine  by  conform- 
ing our  practice  thereto;  this  our  Lord  prescribed  in  re- 
gard even  to  the  Jewish  guides  and  doctors,  The  Scribes  Matt  zxiii 
and  Pharisees sU  in  Moseses  seat;  all  there/bre  whatsoever^^  ^ 
Aey  bid  you  observe,  that  observe  and  do;  thesamewemay 
well  eoncdve  that  he  requireth  in  respect  to  his  own  minis- 
ters, the  teachers  of  a  better  law,  authorized  to  direct  us  by 
his  own  commission,  and  thereto  more  specially  qualified  by 
his  grace :  this  is  indeed  the  crown  and  completion  of  all ; 
to  hear  signifieth  nothing ;  to  be  convinced  in  our  mind,  and 
to  be  affected  in  our  heart,  will  but  aggravate  our  guilt,  if 
we  neglect  practice :  every  sermon  we  hear,  that  sheweth  us 
our  duty,  will  in  effect  be  an  inditem^it  upon  us,  will  ground 
a  sentence  of  condemnation,  if  we  transgress  it ; .  for^  as  the 
earth  which  drinketh  in  the  rain  thai  cometh  qfl  upon  it,  Htb.  vL  7, 
askd  bringeOiforth  herbs  meetjbr  them  by  whom  Uis  dress-^  ^'  ^ 

l8 
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SERM.  edy  receiveth  hUeeingfrom  G&dy  so  ffuawhi^^beareih  thorns 

^^^^^'  and  briers  is  refected^  and  is  nigh  unio  c^rsi*fg,  anditsend 

Bom.  fi.  18.  is  to  be  burned,    and,  Not  ike  hearers  (f  the  law  are  just 

with  God^  but  the  doers  of  the  law  shaB  be  justified.   Audit 

Ji^ii.i  29.  is  a  good  advice,  that  of  St.  James,  Be  ye  doers  of  the 

wordj'and  not  hearers  onlffj  deceixmg  your  own  selves ;  it 

is,  he  intixpateth,  a  fallacy  some  are  apt  to  put  upop  .th«m-! 

selves,  to  conceit  they  have  done  suffidently  when  they  have 

lent  an  ear  to  the  word ;  this  is  the  least  part  to  be  done  in 

regard  to  it,  practice  is  all  in  all ;   what  is  it  to  be  diewed 

the  way,  and  to  know  it  exactly,  if  we  do  not  walk  in  it,  if 

we  do  not  by  it  arrive  fo  our  joumey'^s  end,  the  salvation  of 

our  souls  P    To  have  waited  upon  onr  Lord  himself,  and 

hung  upon  his  diacoiirse,  Was  not  available;   for  when  lA 

Luke  xiii.   the  day  of  account  some  shall  begin  to  allege,  W^  have  eaten 

*^  *^i       and  drunk  before  thee^  and  thou  hast  taught  mour  streets  ; 

our  Lprd  will  say^  I  know  you  not,  whence  are  ye ;  depart 

from  me  aUye  workers  tf  iniquity.     And  it  is  our  Lord^s 

Matt  Tii.    declaration  in  the  case,  Whosoever  heareik  these  sayings  of 

^^  mine^  and  doeth  them,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wise  man^ 

cJohaxiy.  Vfhich  buUt  his  houss  t^pon  a  rock;''--inU  every  one  that 

'^•)  heareth  these  sayings  of  mine,  and  doeffi  them  not,  shaU 

be  likened  unto  ajbotist^  man,  which  huiU  his  house  upom 

the  sand. 

Mwk\i20.     Many  are  very  earnest  to  hear,  they  he^r  gkuBy,  as 

MmtL  xiiL   Herod  did  St.  John  Baptist^s  homilies ;  they  receive  the 

^'  word  with  joy,  as  the  temporary  believers  in  the  parable 

U  iviii  2.  did ;  they  do,  as  those  men  did  in  the  Prophet,  ddigkt 

to  know  Go^s  ways,  do  ask  qf  Odd  the  ordinainces  of  justice^ 

do  take  delight  to  approaching  God ;   or  i|s  those  in  an-. 

ExA,        other  Prophet,  who  speak  one  to  another,  every  one  to  his 

81, 32.   *  brother,  saying.  Come  I  pray  you,  and  hear,  what  is  the 

word  that  oometh forth Jrom  the  Lord:  and  they  come  tenia 

thee  as  the  people  cometh,  and  they  sk  b^bre  thee  as  w^ 

•    people,  and,  they  hear  thy  words,  but  wiS  not  do  them  ; 

Jbr  with  iheir  mouth  they  shew  much  hve,  but  iheir  heart 

gqeth  qfler  their  cffoetousness :  and,  h,  ihou  art  to  them  as 

a  very  lovely  song  of  one  (Aof  hail^  a  pleasani  voice^  ^md 
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fHoff  well  on  an  mstrtmeni ;  Jbr  ihcj/  hear  thy  words^  SERM. 
itft  they  do  them  not:  tb«y  Sat  a  time,  r^foice  in  the  light  of  ^^^M* 
OotFs  messengers,  as  those  Jews  dki  in  the  light  of  that  £?*m-  Jobn  t.  34» 
ing'ond  ekimnglamp^  St  John  the  Baptbt ;  but  all  comes 
to  nothing ;  but  they  are  backward  and  careless  to  perform, 
at  least  more  than  they  please  themselves,  or  what  suiteth  to 
their  fiuacy,  their  humour,  their  appetite,  their  interest; 
many  hearers  will  believe  only  what  they  like,  or  what  suit- 
etk  to  their  prejudices  and  passions ;  many  of  what  they  be* 
lieve  will  practise  that  only  which  sorteth  with  their  temper, 
or  witt  serve  thdr  designs ;  they  cannot  conform  tounplea* 
aant  and  unprofitable  doctrines :    sometimes  care  choketh 
the  word ;  sometimes,  temptation  of  pleasure,  of  profit,  of 
honour  allureth ;  sometimes  difficulties,  hazards,  persecu- 
tions, discourage  from  obedience  to  it 

These  particulars  are  obvious,  and  by  most  will  be  con- 
sented  to :  there  is  one  point  which  perhaps  will  more  hardly 
be  admitted,  which  therefore  I  shall  more  largely  inust 
upon ;  it  is  this : 

6.  That  as  in  all  cases  it  is  our  duty  to  defer  much  re- 
gard to  the  ofHnion  of  our  guides,  so  in  some  cases  it  beu 
faoveth  us  to  rely  barely  upon  their  judgment  and  advice ; 
those  especially  among  them  who  excel  in  dignity  and  worth, 
who  are  approved  for  wisdom  and  integrity ;  their  defini- 
tions, or  the  declarations  of  their  opinion,  (especially  such 
as  1^  exhibited  upon  mature  deliberation  and  debate,  in  a 
solemn  mann^,)  are  ever  very  probable  arguments  of  truth 
and  expediency ;  they  are  commonly  the  best  arguments 
which  can  be  had  in  some  matters,  especially  to  the  meaner 
and  simpler  sort  of  people.  Thi^  upon  many  accounts  will 
appear  reasonable. 

It  is  evident  to  expl^rience,  that  every  man  is  not  capable 
to  judge,  or  able  to  guide  himself  in  matters  of  this  nature, 
(concerning  divine  truth  and  conscience.)    There  are  chiUU  Rmb.  zIt. 
ref$  in  tmderitanding ;  there  are  men  weakinfaith^  i^^\^'\A.^^ 
knowledge  concerning  the  faith ;)   there  are  idiatiy  dbtajw,  i  Cor.  ifr. 
(men  not  bad,  but  emple^)  persons  occupying  the  room  fl^la* 
ihe  unlearned,  unekiffa  in  the  word  of  righteoueneeiy  wiuH 
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SERM.  as  the  Apostle  saith,  need  that  one  should  teach  them  whidt 

LVIII.  ^g  the  first  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God, 

Heb.  T.  12.     The  vulgar  sort  of  meh  are  as  undisceming  and  injudici- 

ju^unT"  ous  in  all  things,  so  peculiarly  in  matters  of  this  nature,  so 

lion  Veritas,  much  abstracted  from  common  sense  and  experience;  whence 

"ALtrtfi    we  see  them  easily  seduced  into  the  fondest  conceits  and 

^f44f  -flf.    wildest  courses  by  any  slender  artifice  or  fair  pretence ;  Uke 

jS^iy^l^  children^  tossed  to  and  Jro^  and  carried  aboui  with  every 

mnd  qfdoctriney  by  the  sleight  qfmen^  and  cunning  crqfH^ 

nesSy  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive. 

There  are  also  some  particular  cases,  a  competent  inform- 
ation and  skill  in  which  must  depend  upon  improvements  of 
mind  acquired  by  more  than  ordinary  study  and  experience ; 
so  that  ia  them  most  people  do  want  sufficient  means  of  at* 
taining  knowledge  requisite  to  guide  their  judgment  or  their 
practice ;  and  for  such  persons  in  such  cases  it  is  plainly  the 
best,  the  wisest,  and  the  safest  way,  to  rely  upon  the  direc- 
tion of  their  guides,  assenting  to  what  they  declare,  acting 
what  they  prescribe,  going  whither  they  conduct  d. 

The  very  notion  of  guides,  and  the  design  of  their  office, 
doth  import  a  diflFerence  of  knowledge,  and  a  need  of  reli- 
ance  upon  them  in  such  cases :  it  signifieth,  that  we  are  in 
some  measure  ignorant  of  the  way,  and  that  they  better 
know  it ;  and  if  so,  plain  reason  dictateth  it  fit  that  we 
should  follow  them :  and  indeed  what  need  were  there  of 
guides,  to  what  purpose  should  we  have  them,  if  we  can 
'  sufficiently  ken  the  way,  and  judge  what  we  should  do, 
without  them  ? 

In  the  state  of  learning,  (in  which  the  assigning  us  teach- 
ers supposeth  us  placed,)  whatever  our  capacity  may  be, 
yet  our  judgment  at  least  (for  want  of  a  full  comprehension 
of  things,  which  must  be  discovered  in  order  and  by  de- 
grees) is  imperfect :  in  that  state  therefore  it  becometh  us 
not  to  pretend  exercise  of  judgment,  but  rather  easily  to 

*  *AXX'  if)«rif  M^f  ^iXr/«y  tlvtu  rkt  l«irrAr»  n%im$  'Xfit^inu  4ii;^»Mt«rri^f,  n 
«XA3f»  itni)^§vf  ttvmt  knwnfutmi^  ^  iuuln*  vvtrJdiuu  f$aKX$9  ivthJ^/mni,  n  7X«ir« 
r**  tuHif  JtrmtltvT09.    Naz.  Or,  1. 

—fide  ealidus,  ct  virtutc  robustus,  &c     Ct/jtr,  Ep,  f%  de  Lutiana* 
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yield  assent  to  what  our  teachers,  who  see  farther  into  the  SERM. 
thing,  do  assert ;  T/ie  learner,  as  Seneca  saith,  is  bovmd  to  .  LVIIL 
be  ruledy  while  fic  beginneth  to  be  able  to  rule  himself,  BtttTdebeZ 

^it  (jMi^wmmi,  ^t€twvy  A  learner  should  in  some  measure  be  Aum  indpit 
credulous ;  otherwise,  as  he  will  often  fidl  in  his  judgment,  ^^"^^wT 
so  he  will  make  little  progress  in  learning ;  for  if  he  will  ad-^i^*  ^ 
mit  Clothing  on  his  master^s  word,  if  he  will  question  all 
things,  if  he  will  continually  be  doubting  and  disputing,  or 
contradicting  and  opposing  his  teacher,  how  can  instruction 
proceed  ?  He  that  presently  will  be  his  own  master  is  a  bad 
scholar,  and  will  be  a  worse  master.     He  thatwill  fly  before 
he  is  fledged,  no  wonder  if  he  tumble  down. 

There  are  divers  obvious  and  very  considerable  cases  in 
which  persons  most  contemptuous  of  authority,  and  refrac- 
tory toward  their  guides,  are  constrained  to  rely  upon  the 
judgment  of  others,  and  are  contented  to  do  it,  their  con- 
science shewing  them  unable  to  judge  for  themselves :  in 
admitting  the  literal  sense  of  Scripture,  according  to  trans- 
lations ;  in  the  interpretation  of  difficult  places,  depending 
upon  the  skill  of  languages,  grammar,  and  criucism,  upon 
die  knowledge  of  human  arts  and  sciences,  upon  histories 
and  ancient  customs  :  in  such  cases,  all  illiterate  persons 
(however  otherwise  diffident  and  disregardful  of  authority) 
are  forced  to  see  with  the  eyes  of  other  men,  to  submit  their 
judgment  to  the  skill  and  fidelity  of  their  learned  guides, 
taking  the  very- principles  and  foundations  of  their  religion 
upon  trust :  and  why  then  consonantly  may  they  not  do  it 
in  other  cases ;  especially  in  the  resolution  of  difficult,  sub- 
lime, obscure,  and  subtile  points,  the  comprehension  where- 
of  transcendeth  their  capacity  ? 


SERMON  tlX. 
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HxB.  xiii.  17- 
Obey  them  thai  hofoe  ike  rule  over  you. 

SERM.  BtTT  farther, 

JAIL  The  more  to  engage  and  incline  us  to  the  perfonning  thi« 
part  df  our  duty,  (the  regarding,  pri^ng,  confiding  in  the 
judgment  of  our  guides,)  we  may  consider  the  great  advan« 
tages,  both  natural  and  supernatural,  which  they  have  to 
qualify  them  in  order  to  such  purposes. 

1.  They  may  reasonably  be  presumed  nuire  intelligent 
and  skilful  in  divine  matters  than  others ;  for  as  they  have 
the  same  natural  capacities  and  endowments  with  others, 
(or  rather  commonly  somewhat  better  than  others,  as  being 
designed  and  selected  to  this  sort  d*  employment,)  so  their 
natural  abilities  are  by  all  possible  means  improved ;  it  is 
their  trade  and  faculty,  unto  which  their  education  is  di- 
rected ;  in  acquiring  ability  toward  which  they  spend  their 
time,  their  care,  their  pains ;  in  which  they  are  continually 
versed  and  exercised,  {haxnngy  as  the  Apostle  speak'eth,  by 
reason  of  use  their  senses  exercised  to  discern  both  good  an4 
evil;)  for  which  also  they  employ  their  supplications  and 
devotions  to  God. 

Many  special  advantages  they  hence  procure,  needful  or 
very  conducible  to  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  such  matters, 
und  to  security  from  errors ;  such  as  are  conversing  with 


AtucUes,  which  enlarge  a  man^s  mind,  and  impitnre  his  jiidg-  SESlf* 
ment ;  a  skill  of  disquiaticm  about  tUngs;   of  sifting  and     ^3L 
canvassing  points  coming  under  debate  s    erf  weighing  the  ' 

force  of  arguments,  and  distinguishing  the  colours  of  things ; 
the  knowledge  of  languages,  in  which  the  divine  oracles  are 
expressed ;  of  sciences,  of  histories,  of  practices  serving  to 
the  discovery  and  illustration  of  the  truth ;  exercise  in  me« 
dilation,  reading,  writing,  speaking,  disputing^  and  confer- 
ence, whereby  the  mind  is  greatly  enlightened,  and  the  rea- 
son strengthened ;  acquaintance  with  variety  of  learned  au- 
thors, who  with  great  diUgenee  have  expounded  the  holy 
Scriptures,  and  with  most  accuracy  discussed  pmnts  of  doc- 
trine ;  especially  with  ancient  writers,  who,  living  near  the 
pipostolical  times,  and  being  immediately  (or  within  few  de- 
grees mediately)  their  disciples,  may  j  ustly  be  supposed  most 
helpful  toward  informing  us  what  was  their  genuine  doc- 
trine, what  the  true  sense  of  their  writings :  by  such  means 
^  in  other  faculties,  so  in  this  of  theology,  a  competent  skill 
may  be  obtained ;  there  is  no  other  (Mrdinary  or  probable 
way ;  and  no  extraordinary  way  can  be  trusted,  now  thad 
men  appear  not  to  grow  learned  or  wise  by  special  inspira- 
tion or  miracle ;  after  that  all  pretences  to  such  by-ways 
hare  been  detected  of  imposture,  and  do  smeU  too  rank  of 
hjrpocnsy. 

Since  then  our  guides  are  so  advantageously  qualified  to 
direct  us,  it  is  in  matters  diiBcuIt  and  doubtful  (the  which 
require  good  measure  of  skill  and  judgment  to  determine 
nbout  diem)  most  reasonable  that  we  should  rely  upon  their 
authority,  preferring  it  in  such  cases  to  our  private  discre- 
tion ;  taking  it  for  more  probaMe  that  they  should  compre- 
hend the  truth  than  we  (unassisted  by  diem,  and  jud^^ng 
merely  by  our  own  glimmering  light)  can  do ;  deeming  it 
good  odds  on  the  side  of  their  doctrine  against  our  opinion 
or  conjecture. 

They  have  alsoanodier  peculiar  advantage  toward  judg^ 
ing  sincerely  of  things,'  by  their  greater  retirement  from  the 
world  and  disengagement  from  secular  interests ;  the  which 
ordinarily  do  deprave  the  undersitandings  and  pervert  the 
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SERM.  judgments  of  men,  disposing  them  to  accommodate  thar  con* 
LIX.  ceits  to  the  maxims  of  worldly  policy,  or  to  the  vulgar  appre» 
t  Tim.  ii.4.  l^^^^ions  of  men,  many  of  which  are  false  and  base:  by  such 
abstraction  q£  mind  from  worldly  affairs,  together  with  fas- 
tening their  meditation  on  the  best  things  i( which  their  call- 
ing necessarily  doth  put  them  upon)  nKure  than  is  usual  to 
other  men,  they  commonly  get  principles  and  habits  of  sim- 
plicity  and  int^rtty,  which  qualify  men  both  to  discern 
truth  better,  and  more  faithfully  to  declare  it 

Seeing  then  in  every  faculty  the  advice  of  the  slqlful 
is  to  be  regarded,  and  is  usually  relied  upon  ;  and  in 
other  affairs  of  greatest  importance  we  scruple  not  to  pro* 
oeed  so;  seeing  we  commit  our  life  and  health  (which  are 
most  precious  to  us)  to  the  physician,  observiQg  his  pre- 
scriptions commonly  without  any  reason,  sometimes  a- 
gainst  our  own  sense ;  we  intrust  our  estate,  which  is  so 
dear,  with  the  lawyer,  not  contesting  his  advice ;  we  put 
our  goods  and  safety  into  the  hands  of  a  .plot,  sleeping 
securely  whilst  he  steereth  us  as  he  thinketfa  fit :  seeing  in 
many  such  occasions  of  common  life  we  advisedly  do  re- 
nounce or  wave  our  own  opinions,  absolutely  yielding  to 
the  direction  of  others,  taking  their  authority  for  a  better 
argument  or  ground  of  action  than  any  which  our  con- 
ceit or  a  bare  consideration  of  the  matter  can  suggest  to 
us ;  admitting  this  maxim  for  good,  that  it  is  a  mora  ad- 
visable and  safe  course  in  matters  of  consequence  to  fol- 
low the  judgment  of  wiser  men  than  to  adhere  to  our 
own  apprehensions*:  seeing  it  is  not  wisdom  (as  every 
man  thinks)  in  a  doubtful  case  to  act  upon  disadvantage, 
or  to  venture  upon  odds  against  himself,  and  it  is  plainly 
doing  thus  to  act  upon  our  own  opinion  against  the  judg. 
ment  of  those  who  are  more  improved  in  the  way,  or 
t)etter  studied  in  the  point  than  ourselves ;  seeing  in  other 

Mvdjfwfl'M  Mn^trlStff  n/SfvcM.    JTim.  Ptsd.  I. 
^iXrttf.     AriitonymuM  a^d  Sidb,  torn.  iL  tiu  S. 
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isases  these  are  the  ooimnon  approved  i^vprehensioiis  and  serM". 
practices;  and  seeing  in  this  ease  there  is  plainly  the  same  LIX. 
reason,  for  that  there  are  difficulties  and  intneacies  in  this 
no  less  than  in  other  faculties,  which  need  good  skill  to  re- 
solve them ;  for  that  in  these  matters  we  may  easily  slip, 
and  by  error  may  incur  huge  danger  and  damage :  why 
then  should  we  not  here  take  the  same  course,  following 
(when  no  other  clearer  light,  or  prevalent  reason  occurreth) 
the  conduct  and  advice  of  our  more  skilful  guides?  espe- 
cially considering,  that,  beside  ordinary,  natural,  and  ac- 
quired, advantages,  they  have  other  supernatural  both  ob- 
ligations to  the  well  discharging  this  duty,  and  assistances 
toward  it :  For, 

2.  We  may  consider,  that  they  are  by  God  appointed 
and  empowered  to  instruct  and  guide  us :  it  is  their  special 
office,  not  assumed  by  themselves,  or  constituted  by  human 
prudence,  but  ordained  and  settled  by  divine  wisdom  for 
our  edification  in  knowledge,  and  direction  in  practice  b : 
they  are  Grod^s  messengers,  purposely  sent  by  him,  selected 
and  separated  by  his  instinct^r  this  work :  they  are  by  him  Bom.  x.  15 « 
given  Jbr  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  and  edifying  ike  body  e^  w^  i' 
of  Christ:  it  is  by  God^s  warrant,  and  in  his  name  that  is. 
they  spqak ;  which  giveth  especial  weight  to  thdir  words,  \^'  ^ 
and  no  mean  ground  of  assurance  to  us  in  relying  upon  1  Tim.  i. 
them :  for  who  is  more  likely  to  know  God^s  mind  and  wiU,  rp.'^  .  *^  ^* 
who  may  be  presumed  more  faithful  in  declaring  them,  than  l  TbcM.  U. 
God'*s  own  officers  and  agents  ?  those  whose  great  duty^ 
whose  main  concernment  it  is  to  speak,  not  their  own  sense, 
but  the  word  of  God  ?  They  are  Grod's  mouth,  by  whom 
alone  ordinarily  he  expresseth  his  mind  and  pleasure ;  by 
whom  he  entreateth  us  to  be  reconciled  in  heart  and  practice  ^  ^^  ^ 
to  him :  what  they  say  therefore  is  to  be  received  as  Grod'^M* 
word,  except  plain  reason  upon  due  examination  do  forbid. 

If  they  by  office  are  teachers,  or  masters  in  doctrine, 
then  we  answeraUy  must  in  obligation  be  disciples,  which 

^  Jer.  iiL  15.   1:  inU  give  you  paiton  aoenrdiog  to  mine  heut,  which  ifi^l 
'eed  yott  with  knowledge  and  undentanduigi    Cfupr*  Ep,  5S, 


SERM.  implies  admitting  their  doctrine  and  proficienoy  in  knoww 

LIX.    ledge  thereby :  if  they  are  appointed  ehepherds^  thai  muaft 

we  be  their  dieepi  to  be  led  and  fed  by  them ;  if  tfaey  «r 

G«d^B  messengers^  we  must  yieUl  «a»e  ^vedetoe^  and  em«> 

brace  the  message  uttesed  by  tfaem ;  so  the  Prophet  telletb 

MaLii.  7.  us:  The priogfM iip9 9hoM k&ep knowledge^  and th^ should 

seek  the  km  eit  his  tnouA,  Jar  he  is  the  messenger  of  ike 

Dent  xviL  Ififd  of  hosU :  so  the  law  of  old  enjoined ; — MconMs^  $» 

^^'  the  sentence  of  ihe  law  which  they  shall  teach 4bee^  and  ac* 

cording  to  ike  judgment  which  they  shaii  tell  thee,  thou  shaU 

dot  thou  shall  suridedinejrom  the  sentence  which  thetf  shaU 

shew  thecj  to  the  right  hand  nor  to  tl^  Ufi^:  so  our  Lord 

Matt  xzui  also,  in  regard  to  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  saith,  The  Scribes 

''  ^'         and  Pharisees  sit  in  Moses"* s  chair :  alt  (herefbre  whatsoever 

they  bid  you  observe^  tluU  observe  and  do  ;  upcm  account  of 

(Escic       ihm  office,  whatever  they  direct  to  (not  repugnant  to  the 

zxziT.  16.)  diraie  law)  was  to  be  observed  by  the  peofde ;  and  surely 

in  doubtful  cases,  when  upon  competent  inquiry  no  clear 

light  offereth  itself,  it  cannot  be  very  dangerous  to  follow 

thfiir  gmdanee  whom  God  hath  appointed  and  authorized 

to  lead  us ;  if  we  err  doing  so,  we  err  wisely  in  the  way  of 

our  duty,  and  so  no  great  blame  will  attend  our  erron 

8.  We  may  con»der  that  our  guides  as  such  haare  special 
asttstance  from  God ;  to  every  vocation  God's  aid  is  con- 
gruously aibrded ;  but  to  this  (the  principal  of  all  othen, 
the  most  important,  most  nearly  related  to  God,  and  most 
peculiarly  tending  to  his  service)  it  is  in  a  special  manner 
most  aasuiedly  and  plentifully  imparted* 
t  f*cL  if.  They  are  stewards  of  God's  various  grace ;  and  they 
^^  who  dispense  grace  to  otliers  cannot  want  it  themselves : 

1  Cor.  lit  a.  they  are  co^opsrators  with  God^  and  God  consequently  doth 
SCor.iiLS.eo'operate  with  tbani  it  is  God  who  doth  )xaim^,  render 
l^W.iL^*^  ^#^^^  ^  ^  frifim^^  of  Ihe  New  Testament ;  and 
iCor.k'tfiey  minister  ^^the  abUify  which  God  suppUeth;  every 
^^'  apbitual  labourer  is  obliged  to  say  with  St,  Paul,  By  the 

grace  of  God  J  am  what  I  am — I  Itave  laboured,  yet  not  /, 
W  ihe  grace  cfiiodj  which  was  with  me. 

£tili.ir.ll,  Gtid's  having  given  them,  as  St.  Paul  saith^  to  the 
is* 


Chureh,  doth  iiB)[ilj  that  God  hath  endowed  Aeif  with  SEHIt 
«peoiai  ability^  and  furdiereth  them  ^n  their  oonscsoiiable     LlK' 
discharge  of  their  miAistry)  with  aid  requisite  to  the  de- 1  cob  bIl 
signs  of  per^cUng  the  eaimUj  mnd  edi/ffing  tie  body  in^* 
knowledge,  in  virtue,  in  inety. 

As  the  Holy  Ghost  diAh  constitute  them  in  their  charge, 
(according  to  that  of  St  Paul  in  the  Acta,  Take  heed  t«nto  Aodn-M 
yoursdveey  aM  to  aU  thejlochj  over  which  the  Holy  Gkoet 
hath  mdbde  you  overeeere^)  so  questionless  he  doth  enable 
and  assist  them  in  administering  their  function.     There  is 
a  gift  (of  spiritual  ability  and  divine  suecQur)  imparted  1  Tiin«  h; 
by  tibeir  oonsecralion  to  this  office,    with  the  laying  om]^.^^.^^ 
the  hands  of  the  presbytery^  joined  with  humble  supplica- 
tions for  them,  and  solemn  benedictions  in  God^s  name  up- 
oa  them.     The  divine  Spirit,  which  distributethy  as  he  eecA 
goody  unto  every  member  of  the  Church  needful  supplies  of 
grace,  doth  bestow  on  them  in  competent  measure  the  word  l  Cor.  xiL 
0f  wisdom  and  the  word  of  knowledge  requisite  for  their  ^^-^^  |^ 
employment  Bom.  xlL 

God  of  old  did  in  extraordinary  ways  visibly  oommuni-  ' 
eate  his  Spiiit  unto  his  prophets  and  agents :  the  same  he 
did  liberally  pour  out  qpon  the  Apostles,  and  first  planters 
of  the  Gospel ;  the  same  questionless  he  hatli  not  withdrawn 
from  those,  who  under  the  evangelical  dispensation  (which 
is  peculiarly  the  mifUstraiion  of  the  Spirit,  unto  which  thesGbcln.a. 
aid  of  God^s  Spirit  is  most  proper  and  most  needitil)  do 
still  by  a  settled  ministry  supply  the  room  of  those  extraor- 
dinary ministers ;  but  imparteth  it  to  them  in  a  way  sL 
though  more  ordinafy  and  occult,  yet  no  less  neal  and  eSee^ 
tual,  according  to  proportions  answerable  to  the  exigencies 
of  need  and  oecaaon ;  and  by  the  influence  hereof  upon  die 
-pastors  of  his  Church  it  is,  that  our  Lord  aooomplisheth 
his  pronuse  to  be  ivith  it  untU  the  end  of  the  world*  Mstt. 

Clavis  sdenOmy  the  key  of  knouMge  ffpintmly  Ib  oit^  ^l^^^ 
those  keys  which  he  hath  given  to  them,  whereby  they  sai%^ 
enabled  to  open  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Great  reason  therefore  we  have  to  place  an  especial  con- 
fidence in  thar  direction;  for  whom  can  we  jooNwe  safidhr 

6* 
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SERM.  follow  than  those  whom  (upon  such  grounds  of  divine  de- 
LIX.  clarations  and  promises)  we  may  hope  that  God  doth  guide ; 
"  so  that  consequently  in  follo^iiag  them  we  do  in  effect  fol- 
low Grod  himself?  He  that  heareth  ytm  heareth  me^  might 
be  said,  not  only  because  of  their  relation  unto  Christ ;  but 
because  their  word  proceedeth  from  his  inspiration,  being 
no  other  than  his  mind  conveyed  through  their  mouth. 

4.  We  may  also  for  our  encouragement  to  confide  in  our 
guides  consider,  that  they  are  themselves  deeply  concenied 
in  our  being  rightly  guided ;  their  present  comfort,  then: 
salvation  hereafter  depending  upon  the  fiuthful  and  careful 
discharge  of  their  duty  herein :  they  must  render  an  account 
for  it ;  so  that  if  by  their  wilful  or  negligent  miscarriage 
we  do  fall  into  dangerous  error  or  sin,  they  do  thence  not 
only  forfeit  rich  and  glorious  rewards,  (assigned  to  those 
who  turn  many  unto  riglUeousness^)  but  incur  woful  pu- 
nishment; this  doth  assure  their  integrity,  and  render  our 
confidence  in  them  very  reasonable :  for  as  we  may  safely 
trust  a  pilot  who  hath  no  less  interest  than  ourselves  in  the 
safe  conveyance  of  the  vessel  to  port ;  so  may  we  reasona^ 
bly  confide  in  their  advice  whose  salvation  is  adventured 
with  ours  in  the  same  bottom,  or  rather  is  wrapped  up  and 
carried  in  ours :  it  is  not  probable^  they  will  (at  least  de- 
signedly) misguide  us  to  their  own  extreme  damage,  to  their 
Ezek.  lit  Utter  ruin  ;  ifiliey  do  not  warn  the  wicked Jrom  his  wicked 
l8.^Maiii.  jp^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  /^^  Qq^  f^^j^  ^^j-j  ^^^^  ^  ^n  require  his 

blood  at  their  hands ;  and  is  it  likely  they  wittingly  should 
run  such  a  hazard,  that  they  should  purposely  cast  away 
the  sguls  for  which  they  are  so  certainly  accountable  ?  it  is 
our  Apostle^s  enforcement  of  the  preempt  in  our  text ;  Obey 
them  that  guide  you ;  Jbr  they  watch  for  your  souls  as  they 
that  must  give  an  account :  which  argumentation  is  not  on- 
ly grounded  upon  the  obligations  of  ingenuity  and  grati- 
tude, but  also  upon  considerations  of  discretion  and  inte* 
rests ;  we  should  obey  our  guides  in  equity  and  honesty  i 
we  may  do  it  advisedly,  because  they,  in  regard  to  tlieir 
own  accounts  at  the  final  judgment^  are  d^liged  to  be  care« 
fid  for  the  good  of  our  souls. 
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Upon  these  considerations,  it  is  pliunly  reasonable  to  fol-  SERM. 
low  our  guides  in  all  matters  wherein  we  have  no  other  very    L1X> 
clear  and  certain  light  of  reason  or  revelation  to  conduct  us : 
the  doing  so  is  indeed  (which  is  farther  observable)  not  only 
wise  in  itself,  but  safe  in  way  of  prevention,  that  we  be  not 
seduced  by  other  treacherous  guides ;  it  will  not  only  secure 
us  from  our  own  weak  judgments,  but  from  the  frauds  of 
those  who  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.     The  simpler  sort  of  men  Eph.  iv.  u. 
will  in  effect  be  always  led,  not  by  their  own  judgment,  but 
by  the  authority  of  others ;  and  if  they  be  not  fairly  guided 
by  those  whom  Grod  hath  constituted  and  assigned  to  that 
end,  they  will  be  led  by  the  nose  by  those  who  are  concern- 
ed to  seduce  them :  so  reason  dictateth  that  it  must  be,  so 
experience  sheweth  it  ever  to  have  been ;  that  the  people, 
whenever  they  have  deserted  their  true  guides,  have  soon 
been  hurried  by  impostors  into  most  dangerous  errors  and 
extravagant  follies ;  being  carrird  about  with  divers  and  Heb.  zUi. 
strange  doctrines  ;  being  like  chUdrenj  tossed  to  andjro  with  ^*     .    . . 
every  wind  of  doctrine. 

It  b  therefore  a  great  advantage  to  us,  and  a  great 
mercy  of  God,  that  there  are  (by  God^s  care)  provided 
for  us  such  helps,  upon  which  we  may  commonly  for  our 
guidance  in  the  way  to  hapfnness  more  safely  rely,  than 
upon  our  own  judgments,  liable  to  mistake,  and  than  upon 
the  counsel  of  others,  who  may  be  interested  to  abuse 
us ;  very  foolish  and  very  ungrateful  we  are,  if  we  do  not 
highly  prize,  if  we  do  not  willingly  embrace  this  advan- 
tage. 

I  farther  add,  that  as  wisdom  may  induce,  so  modesty 
and  hiunility  should  dispose  us  to  follow  the  direction  of 
our  guides ;  Ye  younger y  saith  St.  Peter,  submit  yourselves  1  Pet  v.  ^ 
unto  the  elder^  (that  is,  ye  inferiors  to  your  superiors,  ye 
that  are  the  flock  to  your  pastors,)  and^  subjoineth  he  im- 
mediately, be  clothed  with  humility ;  signifying,  that  it  is  a 
point  of  humility  to  yield  that  submission ;  every  modest 
and  humble  person  is  apt  to  distrust  his  own,  and  to  sub- 
mit to  better  judgments ;  and,  Not  to  lean  to  our  under- VToy,SvL,&^' 
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SERM.  standings  not  to  be  wise  in  our  own  eyesy  not  to  seem,  to  know 
LIX.  any  thijig^  not  to  seem  any  body  to  oneself^  in  humiHiy  to 
Kom.  xii  preftr  others  before  ourselves^  are  divine  injunctions,  chiefly 
3»  it».  applicable  to  this  case,  in  reference  to  our  spiritual  guides ; 
Phil,  ii!  3.  for  if  it  be  pride  or  culpable  immodesty  to  presume  ourselves 
1  Cor.  viii.  ^g^j.  ^^^  ^^y  mBXi^  what  is  it  then  to  prefer  ourselves  in 
iTinLvi.  that  respect  before  our  teachers;  as  indeed  we  do,  when 
^'  without  evident  reason  we  disr^ard,  or  dissent  from  their 

opinion  ? 

It  is  then  a  duty  very  reasonable,  and  a  very  commend- 
able practice,  to  rely  upon  the  guidance  of  our  pastors  in 
such  cases,  wherein  surer  direction  faileth,  and  we  cannot 
otherwise  fully  satisfy  ourselves. 

Neither  in  doing  so  (against  some  appearances  of  reason, 
or  with  some  violence  to  our  private  conceits)  do  we  act 
against  our  conscience,  but  rather  truly  according  to  it ;  for 
conscience  (as  the  word  in  this  case  is  used)  is  nothing  else 
but  an  opinion  in  practical  matters,  grounded  upon  the  best 
reason  we  can  discern :  if  therefore  in  any  case  the  authority 
of  our  guides  be  a  reason  outweighing  all  other  reasons  ap- 
parent, he  that  in  such  a  case,  notwithstanding  other  argu- 
ments less  forcible,  doth  conform  his  judgment  and  practice 
thei^to,  therein  exactly  followeth  conscience ;  yea,  in  doing 
otherwise,  he  would  thwart  and  violence  his  own  conscience, 
and  be  self-condemned,  adhering  to  a  less  probable  reason 
in  opposition  to  one  more  probable. 

I  do  not  hereby  mean  to  assert,  that  we  are  obliged  in- 
differently  (with  an  implicit  faith,  or  blind  obedience)  to 
believe  all  that  our  teachers  say,  or  to  practise  all  they 
bid  us :  for  they  are  men,  and  therefore  subject  to  error 
and  sin;  they  may  neglect  or  abuse  the  advantages  they 
have  of  knowing  better  than  others ;  they  may  some- 
times, by  infirmity,  by  negligence,  by  pravity,  fail  in  per- 
forming faithfuUy  their  duty  toward  us*,  they  may  be 
swayed  by  temper,  be  led  by  passion,  be  corrupted  by 
ambition  or  avarice,  so  as  thence  to  embra<;e  and  vent 
bad  doctrines:   we  do  see  our  pastors  often  dissenting  and 
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dashing  among  themselves,  sometimes  with  themselves^  so  SERM. 
as  to  change  and  retract  their  own  opinions  c.  *"^^' 

We  find  the  prohets  of  old  .complaining  of  priests,  of 
pastors^  of  elders  and  pr<^hcts,  who  handled  the  law^  yet  ( Jer.  u.  s.) 
were  igfwrant  of  God ;  who  erred  in  vision^  and  stumbled  ^^  ^^^ 
injudgment ;  who  loere  profane^  briUish^  ligkty  <^nd  treaclicr'  Jcf-  x.  21- 
OU8  persons  \  who  polluted  the  sancluari/f  and  did  violence  j^^^  ^^ 
to  Ae  law,  and  prqfcmed  holy  things ;  who  handled  the  law,  ^^• 
jfet  knew  not  God ;  from  whom  the  law  and  counsel  didpe-  la  ▼.  31/ 
rish;  who  taught  Jcfr  hire,  and  divined  for  money ;  s^A^^^g^h  liLi. 
themselves  departed  out  of  the  way^  and  caused  many  #t>£zek.  xxii. 
stumble  J  and  corrupted  the  covenant  of  Levi ;  who  destroyed  ^^'^  ^  g 
and  scattered  the  sheep  qfOod'^s  peLSture,  £zek.  viL 

Thei^  were  in  our  Saviour^s  time  guides,  *  g^^^r-^ic^iiiij^ 
ment  of  whose  doctrine  good  people  were  Ud  to  beware  ;  who  ^^  "•  ®» ^• 
transgressed  and  deeded  the  c&mmandment^Godby  their  n.  tii.  10. 
traditions;  who  did  take  away  the  k^  of  knowledge,  #0*  Mat.xw. 
tikat  Aey  would  not  enter  themselves  into  the  kingdom  ^^LukexiLl. 
heavens  nor  would  suffer  others  to  enter;  blind  guides^  whoj^*****^'*' 
both  themselves  did  fall,  and  drew  od^rs  into  the  ditch  of  Lukexi.5?. 
noxious  error  and  wicked  practice :  the  fi^wers  of  which  ^^  ^*'. 
guides  did  i'n  vain  worship  God,  observingjbr  doctrine  the  Matt  xt.  9^ 
precepts  of  men. 

There  have  not  since  the  primitive  times  of  the  Gospel 
wanted  those  who  (indulging  to  ambition,  avarice,  curio- 
sity, faction,  and  other  bad  affections)  have  depraved  and 
debased  religion  with  noxious  errors  and  idle  superstitions ; 
such  as  Sh  Bernard  Jesciibeth,  &c.  Vid.  Apoi. 

We  are,  in  matters  of  such  infinite  concernment  to  our*^«^  -^J- 
eternal  w^are,  in  wisdom  and  duty  obliged  not  wholly 
without  farther  heed  or  care  to  trust  the  diligence  and  in- 
tegrity of  others,  but  to  consider  and  look  about  us,  using 
our  own  reason,  judgment,  and  discretion,  so  far  as  we 
are  capable ;  we  cannot  in  such  a  case  be  blamed  for  too 
much  circumspection  and  caution. 

We  are  not  wholly  blind,  not  void  of  reason^  not  desti- 

<  Is.  ill  IS.  O  my  people,  they  whidi  lead  thee  cbuk  thee  to  err,  and  d*« 
«troy  the  way  of  thy  paths. 

M  2 
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SERM.  tute  of  fit  helps ;  in  many  cases  we  have  competent  ability 
^^^*    to  judge,  and  means  sufficient  to  attain  knowledge :  we  are 
therefore  concerned  to  use  our  eyes,  to  employ  our  reason, 
to  embrace  and  improve  the  advantages  vouchsafed  us. 

We  are  accountable  personally  for  all  our  actions,  as 
agreeable  or  cross  to  reason ;  if  we  are  mistaken  by  our 
own  default,  or  misled  by  the  ill  guidance  of  others,  we 
EseLULia  shall  however  deeply  suffer  for  it,  and  die  in  our  iniquitt/; 
the  ignorance  or  error  of  our  guides  will  not  whoUy  excuse 
us  from  guilt,  or  exempt  us  from  punishment;  it  is  fit 
therefore  that  we  should  be  allowed,  as  to  the  sum  of  the 
matter,  to  judge  and  choose  for  ourselves :  for  if  our  salva- 
tion were  wholly  placed  in  the  hands  of  others,  so  that  we 
could  not  but  in  case  of  their  error  or  default  miscarry,  our 
*  ruin  would  be  inevitable,  and  consequently  not  just:  we 
should  perish  without  blame,  if  we  were  bound,  as  a  blind 
and  brutish  herd,  to  follow  others. 

We,  in  order  to  our  practice,  (which  must  be  regulated 

by  faith  and  knowledge,)  and  toward  preparing  ourselves 

for  our  grand  account,  are  obliged  to  get  a  knowledge  and 

Bom. xU. 2. persuasion  concerning  our  duty;  to  prove  (or  search  and 

£ph.  ▼•  la  examine)  what  is  that  good^  and  acceptabk^  and  perfect  wiU 

of  God;  for  ignorance,  if  anywise  by  our  endeavour  vinci« 

Luke  zii.    ^^^9  ^^  ^<^  secure  us :  He  thaty  saith  our  Lord  and  Judge, 

^  knew  nots  and  did  commk  thinffs  worthy  of  stripes^  shaU  be 

beaten  with  Jew  stripes ;  (few ;  not  in  themselves,  but  com- 

paratively  to  those  which  shall  be  inflicted  on  them  who 

transgress  agidnst  knowledge  and  conscience.) 

We  are  bound  to  study  truth,  to  improve  our  minds  in 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  it,  to  be  firmly  persuaded  of  it 
in  a  rational  way ;  so  that  we  be  not  ea^y  shaken,  or  se- 
duced from  it. 

The  Apostles  do  charge  it  upon  us  as  our  duty  and 
« Cor. ▼Ill  concernment,  that  we  abound  in  faith  and  knowledge; 
^  „  y  that  we  be  rooted  and  built  up  in  Christy  and  stablished  in 
1  Cor.  X?.  the  fakthy  so  as  to  be  stedfast^  and  unmovedble^  not  to  be 
8  TheH.ii.  '^'^  shaken  in  mind,  or  troubled;  to  grow  up  and  increase 

2. 

CoL  L  10.   S  Pet  iU.  18.  iL  2.  £ph.  it,  15. 
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in  aB  divine  Jcndwledge ;  ihnt  the  word  qf  God  should dwett  SEUM 
richhf  tnwinoU  medom ;  that  we  should  be  ^fitted  wUh    ^^X. 
cU  knawUdge^  so  as  to  be  able  to  teach  and  admonish  on^  coLiii  le. 
another;  that  our  laoe  should  abound  more  and  more  *»5(X*^'i2 
knaudedge  and  aU  judgment^  that  we  may  approve  things  VYxsii.^^ ' 
excellent^  (or  acan  things  different ;)  that  we  be  enriched  |®^^  ,^  ^ 
inaUthe  word^  (that  is,  in  all  the  doctrine  of  the  Grospel,) 
and  in  all  knowledge ;  that  we  be  JUled  in  the  knowkdgeCcL  I  9. 
£^  GoSs  win  in  aU  wisdom  and  spiritual  understanding; 
•that  we  should  not  be  unwisSy  but  understanding  what  M^Eph.  ▼.  17. 
wiU  qfiht  Lord  is ;  that  we  should  be  perfect  and  complete  CoL  iv.  it 
inaUthe  wiU  qf  Gody  (that  is,  first  in  the  knowledge  of 
it,  then  in  compliance  with  it ;)  that  in  understanding  we  ^  Cor.  »▼. 
should  not  be  children^  but  perfect  men.  Heb.  ▼.  it 

We  are  likewise  by  them  commanded  to  take  heed  o^Mact-m 
false  prophets  ;  to  try  the  spirits  whether  they  are  of  God; }  j  .    . 
to  see  thai  no  man  deceive  us;  to  look  ihcU  no  man  spoil  us  MtLxixil 
by  vain  deceit;  to  try  aB  things^  and  holdfast  that  which^.  ^  ^^ 
is  good  ;  which  precepts  imply,  that  we  should  be  furnished  CoL  u.  8, 
with  a  good  faculty  of  judgment,  and  competent  knowledge  i^jj^gg,  v. 
in  the  principal  matters  of  Christian  doctrine,  concerning  both  ^^* 
the  mysteries  <^  faith  and  rules  of  practice.     Our  Lord  him-* 
self  and  his  Apostles  did  not  upon  other  terms  than  of  ra- 
tional consideration  and  discussion,  exact  credit  and  obedi- 
ence  to  their  words  ;  they  did  not  insist  barely  upon  their 
own  authority,  but  exhorted  their  disciples  to  examine  strict- 
ly, and  judge  faithfully  concerning  the  truth  and  reasonable- 
ness of  their  doctrine :  Search  the  Scriptures,  for  they  tes^  John  ▼.  39. 
tify  of  me ;  If  I  do  not  the  xoorks  of  my  Father^  beHeve  meJiitm  z.  ST^ 
not;  but  ifldo^  tiumghye  believe  not  me,  believe  the  works  JJ  S.  U 
so  our  Lordappealed  to  their  reason,  proceedingupon  ground^ 
of  Scripture  and  common  senqe;  bdA,  I  speak  as  to  wise  m^,  lCor.z.15. 
judge  ye  what  I  say ;  so  St.  Paul  addressed  his  diacourse  to 
hisdisciples;  otherwiseweshouldbeincapabletoobservethem. 

We  are  also  boimd  tq  defer  the  principal  regard  to 
God^s  wisdom  and  will,  so  as,  without  reservation  or  ex. 
cep^n,  to  embrace  whatever  he  doth  say,  to  obey  what 
he  poi^tively  doth  command,  whatever  authority   doth 

m8 
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SERM .  contradict  his  word,  or  cross  hiB  command :  in  such  < 

LIX.     we  may  remonstrate  with  the  Apostle^  If  it  be  Just  before 

Acts  iv.  19.  God  to  hearken  unto  yot$  rather  than  unto  God,  judge  ye  ; 

Acts  V.  a9.  *^"d>    ^^  07tght  to  obey  God  rather  than  men :  we  nmy  de- 

GaL  L  8.    nounce  with  St.  Paul ;    If  an  angel  from  heaven  pr^nck 

any  other  gospel^  let  him  be  accursed* 
Rom.  xiv.       We  are  obliged  always  to  act  withjhithj  (that  is,  with  a 
^  persuasion  concerning  the  lawfulness  of  what  we  do ;)  for, 

Rom.  xiT.   whatever  is  not  offaiih^  is  sin :  we  should  never  oondemQ 
^'    '       ourselves  in  what  we  try  or  embrace. 

These  things  considered,  we  may,  and  it  much  behoveth 

us,  reserving  due  respect  to  our  guides,  with  humility  and 

modesty  to  weigh  and  scan  their  dictates  and  their  orders ; 

lest  by  them  unawares  we  be  drawn  into  error  or  an ;  like 
Acts  xvii  ^^^  ingenuous  Bereans,  who  did  dvax^vetf  rAs  yfof^i  search 
11'  and  examine  the  Scriptures^  %f  those  things  were  so.    Our 

2Cor.i.  n.  guides  are  but  the  helpers^  they  are  not  lords  of  our  faith ; 

the  Apostles  themselves  were  not. 
We  may,  and  are  bound,  if  they  tell  us  things  evidently 

repugnant  to  God^^s  word,  or  to  sound  reason  and  common 

sense,  to  dissent  from  them  ;  if  they  impose  isgk  us  things 
Is.  viii.  20.  evidently  contrary  to  Crod'^s  law,  to  forbear  compliance  with 

me*8  Do-    ^^^^  •  ^^^  ™*^y  ^^  ®"^^  ^^®^^  appeal  ad  legem  ei  tesHmoni- 
minuro  se-  um  ;  we  must  not  admit  a  non  obstante  to  Crod^s  law. 
dc^a'pec.     ^^  Other  arguments,  weighed  in  the  balance  of  honest  md 
catore  pne-  impartial  reason,  with  cautious  and  industrious  conaidenu 
^^^         Uon,  do  overpoise  the  authority  of  our  guides ;  let  us  in 
God^s  name  adhere  to  them,  and  follow  our  own  judg- 
ments ;  it  would  be  a  violation  of  our  conscience,  a  jh^ 
varication  toward  our  own  souls,  and  a  rebellion  against 
God  to  do  otherwise  :  when  against  our  own  mind,  so  care- 
fully informed,  we  follow  the  dictates  of  others,  we  like 
fools  rashly  adventure  and  prostitute  our  souls. 

This  proceeding  is  nowise  inconsistent  with  what  we 

delivered  before ;  for  this  due  wariness  in  examining,  this 

reservation  in  assenting,  this  exception  in  practice,  in  some 

cases,  wherein  the  matter  hath  evidence,  and  we  a  faculty 

,  to  judge,  doth    nowise   hinder  but  that  we  should  defer 
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ttiicfar^ivd  to  <he  Judgment  of  our  guidea;  that  we  Bbouid  SERM. 
in  those  teM^  wJi^reiQ  no  light  disoovereth  itself  outshining  ^1^- 
their  authonty^  rely  upon  it;  that  where  our  eyes  will  not 
senre  clearly  to  direct  us,  we  should  use  theirs ;  where  our 
reason  fiiiietb  to  satisfy  us,  we  should  acquiesce  in  theirs ; 
that  we  should  regard  their  judgments  so  far,  that  no  petty 
msnxfie  emer^ng,  no  faint  semblance  of  reason  should  pre- 
▼ail  upon  iis  to  disseiit  from  their  doctrine,  to  reject  their 
Ifcdyiee,  to  disobey  their  injunctions. 

In  fine,  let  us  remember,  that  the  mouth  of  truth, 
which  bid  us  to  beware  tfihe  bad  doctrine  of  those  who  sai  Matt.  xt. 
m  MosesU  «ftatr,  did  also  dbarge  us  to  observe  all  they  tanght  ^^  ^^^'  ^* 
ofid  enfmaud ;  that  is,  all  not  certainly  repugnant  to  the  di- 
vine law.    In  effect,  if  we  disoost)  from  the  advices  of  our 
soba  teadiers,  appointed -for  us  by  God,  we  ilmU  in  the  end 
hare  oeeasian  to  bewail  with  him  in  the  Prorerbs:    jETosv  Pnyv.  t.  12, 
have  IheOed  ifu^rucHon,  emd  m^  heart  despised  rq^roof;  ^^ 
and  havs  not  cbeyed  the  voice  tfmy  teachers^  nor  inclined 
mne ear  to  ihem&ai instructed  met 

To  these  thii^  I  shall  only  add  one  rule,  which  we  may 
well  sufqypse  comprised  in  the  precept  we  treat  upon ; . 
wUch  is,  that  at  least  we  forbear  openly  to  dissent  from 
our  guides,  or  to  contradict  their  doctrine ;  except  only,  if 
it  be  not  so  false  (which  never  or  rarely  can  happen  among 
fUs)  as  to  subvert  the  foundations  of  faith,  or  practice  of  ho-  . 
linesa.  If  we  cannot  be  internally  convinced  by  their  dis- 
courses, if  their  authority  canxwt  sway  with  us  agunst  the 
prevalence  pf  other  reasons,  yet  may  we  qpare  outwardly  to 
oppoK  them,  or  to  slight  their  jud^oaent ;  f<»:  doing  thus 
-doth  tend^  as  to  the  disgrace  of  their  persons,  so  to  the  dis- 
paragement of  their  office,  to  an  obstructing  the  efficacy  of 
their  mimstry,  to  the  infringement  of  order  and  peace  in 
the  Church :  for  when  the  inconsiderate  people  shall  see 
their  teachers  distrusted  and  disrespected ;  when  they  per- 
ceive thdr  doctrine  may  be  challenged  and  opposed  by 
plausible  discourses ;  then  will  diey  hardly  trust  them,  or 
^mply  with  them  in  matters  most  certwi  and  necessary ; 

3f  4 
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SERM.  than  which  disposition  in  the  people  there  cannot  happai 
^^^'    any  thing  more  prejudicial  or  baneful  to  the  Church. 

But  let  thus  much  serve  for  the  obedience  due  to  the 
doctrine  of  our  guides ;  let  us  condder  that  which  we  owe 
to  them  in  reference  to  th^r  conversation  and  practice. 

The  following  their  practice  may  well  be  referred  to  this 
precept ;  for  that  their  practice  is  a  kind  of  living  doctrine, 
a  visible  law,  or  rule  of  action ;  and  because  indeed  the  na- 
tion of  a  guide  primarily  doth  imply  example;  that  he  which 
is  guided  should  respect  the  guide  as  a  precedent,  being 
concerned  to  walk  after  his  footsteps. 

Most  of  the  reasons,  which  urge  deference  to  their  judg^ 
ment  in  teaching,  do  in  proportion  infer  obligation  to  follow 
their  example ;  (which  indeed  is  the  most  easy  and  clear 
way  of  instruction  to  vulgar  capacity ;  carrying  with  it  also 
most  efficacious  encouragement  and  excitement  to  practice ;) 
they  are  obliged,  and  it  is  expected  from  them,  to  live  with 
especial  regularity,  circumspection,  and  strictness  of  conveiu 
sation ;  they  are  by  Grod^s  grace  espedally  disposed  and 
enabled  to  do  so ;  and  many  common  advantages  they  have 
of  doing  so ;  (a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  things,  firmness 
of  prindples,  and  clearness  of  notions ;  a  deeper  tincture, 
and  more  savoury  relish  of  truth,  attained  by  continued 
meditation  thereon ;  consequently  a  purity  of  mind  and  af- 
fection, a  retirement  from  the  world  and  its  temptation, 
freedom  from  distraction  of  worldly  care  and  t)xe  encoiA- 
brances  of  business,  with  the  like.) 

They  are  often  charged  to  be  exemplary  in  conversation^ 
as  we  before  shewed,  and  that  involveth  a  correspondent 
obligation  to  follow  them.  They  must,  like  St  John  Bap- 
John  ▼.  23.  tist,  be  btiming  and  ehining  lights ;  siars  in  God*s  right 
^'  *^  ha^id ;  lights  of  the  world;  whose  light  shofdd  shine  before 
Matt  T.  14,  mtn^  that  men  may  see  their  good  works ;  and  by  thor  light 
^'  direct  their  steps. 

They  are  proposed  as  copies,  whidi  signifies  that  we  must 
in  our  practice  transcribe  them. 

We  are  often  directly  commanded  to  imitate  them ;    JIv 
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fufibO&i  n)v  «iriv,  whote  faUh  imiiate  ye^  (that  is,  their  fmth-  SERIl 
ful  perseverance  in  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  Christiani-    ^^X. 
ty,)  saith  the  Apostle  in  this  chapter. 

Their  conversation  is  safely  imiiable  in  all  cases  wherein 
no  better  rule  appeareth,  and  when  it  doth  not  appear  dis- 
cordant from  Grod^s  law  and  the  dictates  of  sound  reason; 
for  supponng  that  discordance,  we  cease  to  be  obliged  to 
follow  ^em ;  as  when  our  Lord  prescribeth  in  respect  to 
the  Pharisees ;  Whatever  ihefj  bidtjou  observe^  ihtU  observe  lAm^^m^xsL 
amd  do;  hut  do  not  o/fer  liMr  works;  Jbr  they  say  and  do^ 
not. 

It  is  indeed  eaaer  for  th^m  to  speak  well  than  to  do  well ; 
atk&r  doctrine  therefore  is  more  commonly  a  sure  guide 
than  their  practice ;  yet  when  there  wanteth  a  dearer  guid- 
ance of  doctrine,  their  practice  may  pass  for  instructive,  and 
a  |m>baUe  aigument  or  "tf  arrant  of  action. 


SERMON  LX. 


OP  SELF-LOVE  IN  GENERAL. 


2  Tim.  iii.  2. 
For  men  skaB  be  imers  ^themsdoe9. 

8ERM.  St.  Paul  in  this  plaee,  omt  of  a  pr<^hetical  sfmt  infltnictir 
LX.  ing  or  warning  his  disciple  Timothy,  concerning  difficult 
S^  ^^  times,  or  the  calamitous  state  of  things,  which  should  en« 
>*9i  W»-  sue,  induced  upon  the  world,  as  it  useth  to  happen,  by  a 
genera]  prevalency  of  vicious  dispositions  and  practices 
among  men,  doth  thence  take  occasion,  by  a  specificatioi) 
of  their  vices,  to  characterize  the  perspns  who  ^ould  con- 
cur to  produce  that  hard  state. 

Among  those  vices  he  placeth  self-love  in  tbct  van,  as  the 
capital  and  leading  vice ;  intimating  thereby,  that  it  is  of 
all  in  its  nature  most  heinous,  or  in  its  influei^ce  most  nox- 
ious*. 

This  indeed  is  of  all  vices  the  most  common,  90.  ^eejpiy 
radicated  in  our  nature,  and  so  generally  overspreading  the 
world,  that  no  man  thoroughly  is  exempted  from  it,  most 
men  are  greatly  tainted  with  it,  some  4ure  wholly  possessed 
and  acted  by  it :  this  is  the  root  from  which  all  other  vices 
do  grow,  and  without  which  hardly  any  sin  could  subsist ; 
the  chief  vices  especially  have  an  obvious  and  evident  de« 
pendence  thereon. 

All  impiety  doth  involve  a  loving  ourselves  in  undue 

«  Hoc  omnift  mala  ab  eo  vdut  fbnte  maoantia,  quod  primuiD.  posuit,  ae- 
ipsoa  amantea.    AugutU  in  Mt,  Tract,  193. 
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manner  and  measure ;  so  that  we  set  ourselves  in  our  es-  SERl^r. 

teem  and  affection  before  God ;  we  prefer  our  own  conceits     LX. 

to  his  judgment  and  advice ;  w«  raise  our  pleasure  above "" 

his  will  and  authority ;  we  bandy  forces  with  him,  and  are 

£ke  the  profane  Belshazzar,  of  whom  it  is  said.  Thou  Aa«<Dan.T.  » 

lifted  up  thy sey^ against  (or  above)  the  Lord  of  heaven. 

From  hence  particularly,  by  a  manifest  extraction,  are  de- 
rived those  chief  and  common  vices,  pride,  ambition,  envy, 
avarice,  intemperance,  injustice,  uncharitaUeness,  peevish- 
ness, stubbomess,  discontent,  and  impatience.  '  For, 

We  overvalue  ourselves,  our  qualities  and  endowments, 
bur  powers  and  abilities,  our  fortunes  and  external  advan- 
tages ;  hence  are  we  so  proud,  that  is,  so  lofty  in  our  con- 
ceits, and  fastuous  in  our  demeanour. 

We  would  be  the  only  men,  or  most  considerable  in  the 
world  ;  hence  are  we  ambitious,  hence  continually  with  unr 
satiable  greediness  we  do  affect  and  strive  to  procure  in- 
crease of  refputation,  of  power,  of  dignity. 

We  would  engross  to  ourselves  all  sorts  of  good  things 
in  highest  degree ;  hence  enviously  we  become  jealous  of 
the  worth  and  virtue,  we  grudge  and  repine  at  the  prospe- 
rity of  others ;  as  if  they  defalked  somewhat  from  our  ex- 
cellency, or  did  eclipse  the  brightness  of  our  fortune. 

We  deflire  to  be  not  only  full  in  our  enjoyment,  but  free 
and  absolute  in  our  dominion  of  things ;  not  only  secure 
from  needing  the  succour  of  other  men,  but  independent 
in  regard  to  God^s  providence;  hence  are  we  so  covetous 
of  wealth,  hence  we  so  eagerly  scrape  it,  and  so  carefully 
hoard  it  up. 

We  can  refuse  our  dear  selves  no  satisfaction,  although 
unreasonable  or  hurtful ;  therefore  we  so  readily  gratify 
sensual  iqppetites  in  unlawful  or  excessive  enjoyments  of 
pleasure. 

Being  blinded  or  transported  with  fond  dotage  on  our- 
selves, we  cannot  discern  or  will  not  regard  what  is  due  to 
Othei^ ;  hence  are  we  apt  upon  occasion  to  do  them  wrong. 
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SERM.  Love  to  ourselves  doth  in  such  manner  suck  in  and  swaU 
LX.  low  our  spirits,  doth  so  pinch  in  and  contract  our  hearts, 
doth  according  to  its  computation  so  confine  and  abridge 
our  interests,  that  we  cannot  in  our  affection  or  in  real  e3t- 
pression  of  kindness  tend  outwards;  that  we  can  afford 
little  good-will,  or  impart  little  good  to  others. 

Deeming  ourselves  extremely  wise  and  worthy  of  regard, 
we  cannot  endure  to  be  contradicted  in  our  opinion,  or 
crossed  in  our  humour;  hence  upon  any  such  occasion  our 
choler  riseth,  and  easily  we  break  foith  into  violent  heats 
of  passion. 

From  the  like  causes  it  is,  that  we  cannot  willingly  stoop 
to  due  obeisance  of  pur  superiors,  in  reverence  to  their  per- 
sons, and  observance  of  their  laws;  that  we  camiot  cok^^ 
tentedly  acquiesce  in  the  station  or  porticm  assigned  us  by 
P|-ovidence ;  that  we  cannot  patiently  support  our  condk 
ticm,  or  accept  the  eventa  befalling  us.   • 

In  fine,  if  surveying  ail  the  several  kinds  of  naughty 
dispositions  in  our  soyls,  and  of  miscarriages  in  our  fives, 
we  do  scan  their  particular  nature,  and  search  into  their 
qri^nal  causes ;  we  shall  find  inordinate  self '^love  to  be  a 
main  ingredient  and  a  common  source  of  them  all :  so  that 
a  divine  of  great  name  had  some  reason  to  affirm,  that  ori- 
ginal sin  (or  that  innate  distemper  from  which  men  gene- 
rally become  so  very  prone  to  evil  and  averse  to  good)  doth 
consjust  in  self-love,  dispo^ng  us  to  all  kinds  of  irr^ularity 
and  excess  ^ :  St.  ^aul  therefore  might  well  set  this  in  the 
front  of  all  those  sins,  which  depraved  the  age  he  qpake  of; 
they  having  all  such  a  dependence  on  it 

It  is  therefore  veary  requisite  that  w^  should  well  under- 
stand this  fault,  that  we  may  be  the  better  able  to  curb  and 
correct  it;  to  which  purpose  I  shall  endeavour,  by  God^a 
help,  somewhat  to  declare  its  nature. 

^  Est  eigo  isto  ad  peccandum  amore  loi  piopeiuioy  ptoo^tiivi  onginale,  ftc» 
Zuin^  apud  BeU  de  Amkt.  groL  It.  9. 
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The  word  eel^l&oe  is  ambiguous;  for  all  self-love  is  tiot  SERlf. 
culpable ;  there  is  a  necessary  and  unaToidaUe>  there  is  an     ^X, 
innocent  and  allowable,  there  is  a  worthy  and  commendable  " 

selfJove. 

There  is  a  self*love  originally  implanted  by  God  himself 
in  our  nature,  in  order  to  the  preservation  and  enjoyment 
of  our  b^ng ;  the  which  is  common  to  us  with  all  creatures, 
and  cannot  anywise  be  extirpated ;  for  no  many  as  St  Paul£ph.T.2ii 
KUth,  ever  yet  hated  his  ownjle^^  but  nourisheih  and  che^ 
rlsheth  it;  every  man  living,  by  a  natural  and  necessary 
instinct,  is  prompted  to  guard  his  life,  shunning  all  dangers 
threatening  its  destruction ;  to  purvey  for  the  support  and 
convenience  of  it ;  to  satisfy  those  natural  appetites,  whicj^ 
importunately  craverelief^and  without  intolerable  pain  cannot 
be  denied  it ;  to  repel  or  decline  whatever  is  very  grievous 
and  offensive  to  naturee ;  the  selfjove  that  urgeth  us  to  db 
these  things  is  no  more  to  be  blamed  than  it  can  be  shunned. 

Reason  farther  allo^eth  such  a  self-love,  which  moveth 
us  to  the  pursuance  of  any  thing  apparently  good,  pleasant, 
or  useful  to  us,  the  which  doth  not  contain  in  it  any  essen- 
tial turpitude  or  iniquity ;  doth  not  obstruct  the  attainment 
of  some  true  or  greater  good ;  doth  not  produce  some  over- 
balancing mischief;  doth  not  infer  harm  to  the  world,  or 
wrong  to  other  mend. 

Beason  dictateth  and  prescribeth  to  us,  that  we  should 
have  a  sober  regard  to  our  true  good  and  welfare ;  to  our 
best  interest  and  solid  content ;  to  that,  which  (all  things 
being  rightly  stated,  considered^  and  computed)  will  in  the 
final  event  prove  most  beneficial  and  satisfactory  to  us:  a 
self-love  working  in  prosecution  of  such  things  conunoa 
sense  cannot  but  allow  and  approve^ 

«  Panis  ematai*  otcia,  vini  sestariut ;  adde 
Qodi  hunuuia  ribi  doleot  natun  negatUi        ^Hor,  Serm,  i.  1. 

fa»X$ts  r«Str4f  Wipaws.    Jritt  Bth.  iz.  8. 
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8ERM.       Grod  himself  hAth  to  these  suggestioAa  of  nature,  and 
LX.     dictates  of  reason,  adjoined  his  own  suffrage,  having  in  va- 
rious ways  declared  it  to  be  his  will  and  pleasure,  that  we 
should  tender  our  real  and  final  good.     He,  as  the  author 
of  nature,  and  fountain  of  reason,  may  be  supposed  to 
ordain  that,  unto  which  nature  doth  so  potently  jncline,  and 
Qntfttatda  which  reason  so  clearly  prescribeth.     He  plainly  hath  to 
!r|>3!Ilt  every  man  committed  himself  in  charge,  so  as  to  preserve 
*  tibi      {|ig  being  from  ruin,  and  to  enjoy  it  with  comfort.    He,  by 
making  so  rich  a  provinon  for  the  sustenanoe  of  our  lives. 


qnuque 


^  itT"  '^^  satisfaction  of  our  appetites,  by  framing  our  bodies  to 
^  '  relish  deli|^t,  and  smting  so  many  aooommododons  in  won- 
drous correspondence  to  our  senses,  hath  suffiriendy  inti- 
mated it  to  be  his  pleasure,  that  we  should  in  reasonable 
measure  seek  them  and  enjoy  them ;  otherwise  his  caie 
would  have  been  vun,  and  Ids  work  useless ;  yea,  he  might 
seem  to  have  laid  an  ill  deagn  to  tempt  and  ensnare  us ; 
he  certainly  had  no  such  intent;  but  as  he  made  us  out  of 
goodness,  as  he  made  us  capable  of  tasting  comfort,  as  he 
hath  furnished  us  with  means  of  attiuning  it,  so  he  mean« 
eth  that  we  should  partake  thereof. 

He  also  expressly  hath  commanded  us  to  knre  all  men, 
not  excluding  ourselves  &om  the  number;  to  love  our 
neighbour,  and  therefore  ourselves ;  who  of  all  are  nearest 
to  oursdves;  who  occur  as  the  first  objects  of  humanity 
and  charity ;  whose  needs  we  most  sensibly  feel ;  whose 
good  is  in  itself  no  less  oonsideittUe  than  the  single  good 
of  any  otha:  person ;  who  must  first  kx>k  to  our  own  good 
befiwe  we  can  be  capable  to  love  others,  or  do  any  good  to 
our  neighbour. 

He  therefore  hath  made  die  love  of  ourselves  to  be  the 
rule  and  standard,  the  pattern,  the  argument  of  our  love  to 
others;  imposing  on  us  those  great  commands  of  laving 
our  neighbours  as  oursdves^  smidomg  as  tae  would  be  done 
unto ;  which  imply  not  only  a  necessity,  but  an  obligation 
of  loving  ourselves. 

He  doth  ^orce  obedience  to  all  his  commands,  by 
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proUQiMOg  rewards^  yielding  immeiise  ptofit  and  tranaoend-  SERH. 
ent  pleasure  to  us,  and  by  threatening  punishments  griev-     LX. 
ous  to  our  sense ;  which  proceeding  is  grounded  upon  a  ^^^  ^^^ 
supposition  that  we  do  and  ought  greatly  to  love  ouradTes,  26. 
or  to  regard  our  own  interest  and  pleasure. 

He  doth  recommend  wisdom  or  virtue  to  us,  as  most 
agreeable  to  self-love;  most  digible,  because  it  yieldeth 
great  benefit  to  ourselves ;  because,  as  the  Wise  Maa  saith, 
he  thai getieih  U  4oA  kwe  hia own  soul ;  MikaikeepeUi  t^Prgr-xizja, 
AaU  find  good.  i«.xi.ir- 

Aristotle  saith  of  a  virtuous  man,  that  he  is  the  greatest 

He  disBuadeth  fit»n  vice,  as  therefcwe  detestable,  be- 
cause  the  embracing  it  doth  imply  hatred  of  ourselves, 
bringing  mischief  and  damage  to  us;  because,  as  the  Wise 
Ma9  doth  express  it,  he  thai  smneib^  wnmgeth  hit  mon^^^'y^ 
soul;  hethatdesptsdhmstrucHcn^daapiseeihuaim 
he  that  ammitteth  injury ^^  hakth  hie  awn  eoul. 

He  commendeth  his  laws  to  our  observance,  by  dedanng^^!^  ^'  ^^ 
them  in  their  design  and  tend^cy  chiefly,  to  regaid  our  N^.  i^.ix 
good  and  advantage ;  made  apt  to  pieserve  the  safety  and^"*^*  "^"^• 
ijuiet,  to  promote  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  our  lives ; 
to  bring  ease  and  comfort  to  our  minda,  grace  and  ornament 
to  our  names,  ^salvation  and  hapjMfiess  to  our  souls. 

In  fine,  God  chargeth  and  encourageth  us  to  aSsct  and 
pursue  the  highest  goods  whereof  we  ate  capable ;  most 
ample  ridies,  most  suhhme  honours,  most  sweet  pleasui^, 
most  complete  fehcity ;  He^  ^th  St.  Paul,  wiB  render  to^^^oaiL  E  7. 
ttm,  who  by  patient  continuamoe  in  wOldoing  eeekjbr 
giory,  and  honour,  and  immortdKhfy  eternal  Ufe ;  to  seek 
such  things  is  die  highest  instance^  is  the  surest  argument 
ofseltlove  that  can  be;  he  therefore  who  obligetb,  who 
encourageth  us  thereto,  doth  plainly  shew  his  approbation 
of  a  self-love. 

So  it  appeaneth  that  all  self-love  is  not  culpable,  but 
that  some  kind  thereof  is  very  commendable ;  how  then 
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SERM.  shall  we  distinguish ;  how  shall  we  severy  to  use  the  Pro* 
LX.     jAef 8  language,  the  precknisjhm  the  vUe  t 

Jer»  XV.  19.  ^^  ^^^^  ^®  "^7  answer  in  general,  that  all  love  of  our- 
selves which  is  unreasonably  grounded,  or  Which  is  ex. 
cessive  in  its  degrees  and  limits  i  or  which  venteth  itself 
in  wrong  instances  t  or  which  diiveth  our  mind^  will,  and 
affections  toward  bad  objects ;  ot  which  produceth  effects 
nokious  to  ourselves  or  others,  is  culpable.  If  we  esteem 
ourselves  for  things  net  true,  or  really  for  things  indifferent 
or  mean,  for  things  nowise  excellent  or  valuable ;  if  we  af« 
fiect  ourselves  beyond  compass,  so  as  to  postpone  the  love 
of  Grod,  or  exclude  the  love  of  our  neighbour ;  i£  out  of 
regard  to  ourselves  we  do  things  base  or  mischievous ;  if 
thence  we  dote  upon  vain  profits,  embrace  foul  pleasures, 
incur  sinful  guilt,  expose  ourselves  to  grievous  danger, 
trouble,  remorse,  and  punishment ;  if  thereby  we  are  en- 
gaged to  forsake  our  true  interest,  and  forfat  our  final 
happiness ;  then  assuredly  it  is  a  foolish  and  vicious  self. 
love ;  it  is  indeed  not  a  proper,  but  a  false  and  equivocal 
love,  usurping  that  goodly  name ;  it  is  a  real  hatred,  or 
enmity,  disguised  under  the  semblance  of  friendship;  it 
more  properly  may  be  called  cruelty,  treachery,  flattery, 
mockery,  delusion^  and  abuse  of  ourselves. 

But  for  a  more  distinct  and  dear  resolution  of  the  case, 
we  may  do  well  to  consider  the  proper  acts  of  love,  which 
do  constitute  it,  or  inseparably  do  adhere  thereto ;  such 
as  those :  a  good  esteem  of  the  person,  which  is  the  object 
of  our  love ;  an  earnest  good-will  toward  him,  or  desire 
of  bis  good ;  a  complacence  in  good,  and  dissatisfacticHi 
in  evil  arriving  to  him ;  a  readiness  to  yield  or  procure 
good  to  him ;  a  desire  of  uni<Hi  and  enjoyment,  that  is,  of 
intimate  conversation  and  intercourse  with  him,  a  defe- 
rence of  regard  to  him,  a  compliance  with  his  deares,  and 
care  to  please  him.  Now  if  these  acts  toward  ourselves 
are  in  their  kind,  in  their  grounds,  in  theb  measures  con- 
formable to  reason,  piety,  and  justice,  then  is  Our  self-love 
innocent  or  worthy ;  if  they  are  not  so^  it  is  criminid  and 
vicious. 


Of  Sdf-Lofoe  in  gmeral.  17t 

If  we  do  lightly  esteem  ounelvee,  (both  absdltttelj,  and  SERM. 
in  comparison  to  others;)  if  we  desire  to  ourselves  what     ^^* 
is  fit  and  just ;  if  we  are  pleased  with  true  goods,  and  dis- 
pleased at  real  evils  incident  to  us ;  if  we  do  in  lawful 
ways  endeavour  to  procure  things  truly  convenient  and 
beneficial  to  us;  if  we  maintain  a  faithful  and  cheerful' 
oorreqxmdence  with  ourselves ;  if  we  have  a  sober  regard  , 
to  ourselves,  agretoble  to  our  nature  and  state;  if  we  com- 
ply with  the  dictates  of  our  reason,  and  satisfy  our  denres 
^ssiforming  thereto ;  then  do  we  love  ourselves  innocently, 
then  are  we  true  friends  to  ourselves. 

But  if  we  overvalue  ourselves ;  if  we  do  wish  to  our* 
selves  things  incommodious  or  hurtful ;  if  we  are  delighted 
or  dissatisfied  in  false  shews  of  good  or  evil  befnlling  us ; 
if  we  strive  to  acquire  for  ourselves  things  bad  or  mis* 
ehievous;  if  our  converse  with  ourselves  is  naughty  or 
vain ;  if  we  make  indecent  applications  to  ourselves ;  if 
we  stoop  to  our  fond  humours,  or  sooth  our  unreaaonable 
desires;  then  is  our  self  Jove  qpurious,  then  are  we  indeed 
ttiemies  to  ourselves.  • 

Farther,  toward  an  exact  discussion  and  trial  of  this  case, 
we  fliiould  do  well,  divesting  ourselves  <^  selfishness,  to  consi- 
der ourselves  as  other  persons,  or  abstractedly  as  mere  objects 
of  those  acts  wfaidh  love  doth  imply ;  for  what  rectitude  or 
what  obliquity  there  would  be  in  them  in  regard  to  any  object, 
the  same  would  be  in  rafenvice  to  ourselves.    For  instance, 

If  we  should  value  any  person  justly  according  to  hi# ' 
real  worth,  allowing  a  just  rate  to  his  virtue,  to  his  parts, 
to  his  endowments,  to  his  advantages  of  nature  or  for* 
tune;  not  ascribing  to  him  things  which  belong  not  to 
him,  nor  overpricing  those  he  hath,  not  preferring  him  in 
any  respect  before  those  which  are  his  superiors  or  equals 
therein ;  we  shall  herein  do  wisely  and  justly :  but  if  (hav<» 
ing  our  judgment  anywise  penrerted)  we  do  admire  a  per- 
son  beyond  his  worth,  and  advance  him  above  his  rank ;  if 
we  overlook  his  apparent  defects  and  blemishes,  or  take 
them  for  excellend&s,  and  yield  them  applause ;  what  is 
this  but'  folly  imd  dotage,  tempered  with  iniquity  ?  and  i^* 

VOL.  III.  K 


178  Of  Sdf^Loeoe  in  gefkcraJk 

SER&L  it  be  mich  in  regard  to  aiu)tte,  it  b  DO  less  siicfa  in  veq^ 
^^      to  ourselves. 

If  to  any  person  we  shoiild  wish  things  suitahl^  oommo. 
diotis,  and  advantageoua,  by  obtaining  whidi  he^  without 
any  wrong  or  prejudioe  to  othars^  mi^t  be  considerably  ba- 
nefited,  we  ahtdi  herein  act  hunstfiely^  and  like  good  friends; 
but  if  we  desire  things  to  him,  whidi  do  not  become  or  b^ 
fit  him,  which  will  do  him  mischi^,  or  whidi  he  cannot  have 
without  injury  and  damage  to  others,  arp  we  not  heran 
notorioualy  unkind  or  unjust  ?  The  case  is  the  same  trai|^ 
ferred  to  ourselves. 

If  we  should  observe  any  man  by  occurrences  happen- 
ing to  him  well  improved  in  hia  condition,  thriving  in  an 
honest  way,  prosperous  in  good  undertakings,  growing  in 
worthy  accomplishments  of  soul,  to  find  satusfaclion  theran 
would  be  greatly  laudable ;  and  so  it  would  be  to  condole, 
if  we  should  see  any  man  to  fall  into  any  grievous  disaster 
or  calamity ;  but  should  we  behold  a  man  (although  in 
ialse  appearance  bettered,  yet  really)  prejudiced  and  en- 
damaged, (as  when  one  is  enriched  by  cozenage  or  rapine, 
is  advanced  by  flattery  or  sycophantiy^  is  famed  for  base 
or  vain  exploits,  is  immersed  into  care  and  trouble,  is  e:;^ 
posed  to  danger  and  temptation,  is  fallen  into  the  encbant- 
teents  of  pleasure,)  are  we  not,  if  we  take  pleasure  therein, 
very  ally,  or  very  cruel  ?  and  if  we  should  observe  goocl 
physic  administered  to  a  sick  neighbour,  or  that  he  is  en^ 
gaged  in  painful  exercise  for  his  health,  should  it  not  be 
absurd  for  us  to  be  sorry  thereat  ?  For  the  same  reasons 
we'  are  blameable  if  we  do  rejcnce  when  that  we  prosper  in 
bad  courses,  or  enjoy  sinful  pleasures,  or  fall  into  danger- 
ous temptations ;  if  we  distaste  the  wholesome  phync  of  ad- 
versity dispensed  by  Providence,  or. dislike  the  needful  ex- 
ercises of  duty  by  God  prescribed  to  us. 

If  we  do  yield  our  advice  and  aid  to  our  neighbour,  in 
furtherance  of  any  design  which  is  honest  and  beneficial 
.  to  him,  we  then  unquestionably  do  well ;  but  if  we  do 
abet  or  encourage  him  in  unjust  or  mischievoua  enter- 
prises;  if  we  render  .ourselves  panders  to  his  unlawful 
desires,  factors  for  his  unjust  profits,  complices  of  his 
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wicked  practices,  fldvGfeateB  of  his  sins ;  is  this  true  love,  is  SERM. 
this  faithful  friendship  P    No  surely ;  nor  is  it  such  toward     ^^- 
ourselres,  when  we  employ  our  fkculties  in  contrivance  or  """—"'"■"■ 
achievement  of  any  unlawful  desgns,  however  satisfactory 
to  our  desires. 

If  we  should  indifRn^ntly  (without  regard  to  the  laws  of 
piety,  justice,  humanity,  or  decency)  espouse  the  interests  oT 
any  perscm,  so  that  for  the  pKtjmoting  his  designs,  advancing 
his  profit,  gratifying  his  humour  or  pleasure,  we  should  vio- 
late the  commands  of  God,  we  should  neglect  the  puUic 
good,  we  should  work  injury  or  mischief  to  our  neighbour ; 
would  this  dealing  be  allowable  ?  Neither  would  it  be  so,  if 
for  our  own  sake,  in  regard  to  our  private  interest,  we  should 
thus  behave  ourselves. 

S.  If  we  do  afi&ct  to  hold  free,  sincere,  cheerfol,  kind 
conversation  with  any  person,  for  mutual  instruction  and 
comfort,  this  is  sociable  and  friendly ;  but  if  we  maintun 
frothy,  foul,  malidous,  anywise  pestilent  discourse,  apt  to 
corrupt,  or  to  annoy  hiu),  this  is  loathsome :  and  so  it  is,  if 
we  keep  such  intercourse  with  ourselves,  harbouring  vain, 
impure,  unjust,  uncharitable  thoughts  in  our  minds. 

If  we  should  defer  regard  to  any  man,  answerable  to  his 
worth,  we  should  thereby  pnctife  according  to  the  good  rules 
of  humanity :  but  should  we  so  affect  or  fancy  any  man  that  • 
we  should  care  for  no  man  else,  should  pay  no  due  respect, 
or  perform  any  office  of  kindness  otherwhere  ;  should  take 
no  man'^s  word,  or  mind  any  man^s  opinion  beside,  nor  care 
to  converse  with  any  other;  would  this  be  love,  would  it 
not  be  ridiculous  fondness  ?  It  is  no  less,  if  in  regard  to 
ourselves  we  are  so  morose,  surly,  or  neglectful* 

If  we  should  comply  with  any  man^s  reasonable  desire, 
this  were  fair  and  courteous ;  if  we  should  confide  in  the 
probable  assistance  of  any  person,  this  were  modest  pru- 
dence :  but  if  we  should  entirely  conform  our  practice  to 
the  will  or  humour  of  another,  against  the  dictates  of  our 
own  reason,  and  to  the  harm  of  ourselves  or  others; 
would  this  be  love,  would  it  not  rather  be  vile  and  pitiful 
slavery  ?   If  we  should  without  any  ground,  yea  agidnsf 
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8ERM.  plain  reason^  rely  upon  the  help  or  direction  of  atiothep, 

^X.     would  this  be  love,  would  it  not  rather  be  wild  presumption  ? 

The  same  therefore  it  must  be  in  us,  if  we  in  like  manner 

an  devoted  to  our  own  will,  or  confident  in  our  own  ability. 

If  we  should  commend  any  man  for  good  qualities  or  good 
deeds,  this  is  honest ;  •  if  we  should  encourage  him  in  good 
undertakings,  this  is  charitable :  but  to  applaud  his  defects, 
to  bolster  him  in  ill  practice,  this  is  flattery  and  treachery ; 
and  in  so  doing  toward  others,  we  are  not  friends  to  our- 
selves, but  traitors  and  parasites. 

By  such  reflections  and  comparisons  we  may,  I  think, 
competently  understand  the  nature  of  that  bastard  self-love, 
which  is  so  vicious  in  itself,  and  productive'of  so  many  vices ; 
but  more  fully  to  display,  and  withal  to  dissuade  us  from 
this  vice,  I  shall  particularly  insist  upon  the  common  sorts 
thereof,  shewing  the  peculiar  unreasonableness  of  each,  and 
the  mischiefs  consequent  from  it  They  are  indeed  usually 
combined  and  complicated  in  practice,  and  have  much  aiB« 
nity  both  in  their  nature  and  fruit ;  but  I  shall,  aa  well  as 
I  can,  abstract  them  one  from  the  other,  and  so  treat  on  them 
distinctly;  they  are  these:  Self^ConceUj  Self-Confidence^ 
SelfComplacence,  SelfWUl,  Selflntereet.  These  I  shal^ 
^n^le  in  the  following  discourses. 
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OF  SELF-CONCEIT. 

2  Tim.  iii.  «. 
For  m^  •hall  be  lexers  tf  themselves^  &c. 

i.  X  HB  first  and  most  radical  kind  of  vicious  self-lore  is  8ERM. 
seif-conceUedness ;  that  which  St  Paul  calleth  rb  imgp^    LXL 
vi^f  to  overwetn,  or  to  think  highly  of  one*s  self^  beyond 
what  he  ought  to  think.     This  dothconsUt  in  several  acts 
<}r  instances. 

Sometimes  we  in  our  ima^nation  assume  to  ourselves 
perfections  not  belonging  to  us,  in  kind  or  in  degree ;  we 
take  ourselves  to  be  other  men  than  we  are ;  to  be  wise, 
to  be  good,  to  be  happy,  when  ye  are  not  so ;  at  least  to 
be  far  wiser,  better,  and  happier  than  we  are.  The  plea- 
sure naturally  springing  from  a  good  opinion  of  ourselves 
doth  often  so  bhnd  our  eyes  and  pervert  our  judgment, 
that  we  see  in  us  what  is  not  there,  or  see  it  magnified 
and  transformed  into  another  shape  than  its  own ;  any 
appearance  doth  iuflice  to  produce  such  mistakes,  and 
having  once  entertained  them,  we  are  unwilling  to  depose 
them ;  wc  cannot  endure  by  severe  reflection  on  ourselves 
to  correct  such  pleasant  errors ;  hence  commonly  we  pre- 
sume ourselves  to  be  very  considerable,  very  excellent, 
very  extraordinary  persons,  when  in  truth  we  are  very 
mean  and  worthless:  so  did  St.  Paul  suppose  Mdien  he 
said.  If  a  man  think  himself  to  be  somethings  when  he  ifOaL  tL  3. 
nothings  he  deceiveth  himself;   such  was  the  case  of  that 
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S  E RM.  church  in  the  Apocalypse ;  Thou  eayest  I  ant  rkA,  amd  in- 
LXL  creased  in  goods y  and  have  need  of  nothing  ;  and  knowest 
Rev.HLiT.wo^j  ^^^  ^^f^ou  ari  wretched  amd  miserable;  they  were  like 
men  in  a  dream,  or  in  a  ftenzy,  who  take  themselves  for 
great  and  wealthy  persons,  when  indeed  they  are  in  a  sorry 
and  beggarly  condition:  into  the  like  extravagancies  of 
mistake  we  are  all  likely  to  fall,  if  we  do  not  very  carefully 
and  impartially  examine  and  study  ourselves. 

Again :  Sometimes  we  make  vain  judgments  upon  the 
things  we  do  possess,  prizing  them  much  beyond  their 
true  worth  and  merit ;  consequently  overvaluing  ourselves 
for  them  ;  the  most  trivial  and  pitiful  things  (things  which 
in  themselves  have  no  worth,  but  are  mere  tools,   and 
commonly  serve  bad  purposes ;  things  which  do  not  ren- 
der our  souls  anywise  better,  which    do   not   breed  any 
real  content,  which  do  not  conduce  to  our  welfare  and 
happiness)  we  value  at  a  monstrous  rata,  as  if  they  were 
the  most  excellent  and  admirable  things  in  the  world. 
Have  w6  wit  ?  how  witless  are  we  in  prizing  it,  or  our* 
selves  for  it ;  although  we  employ  it  to  no  good  end,  not 
serving  God,  not  benefiting  men,  not  furthering  our  own 
good,  or  anywise  betteiing  our  condition  with  it;    al- 
though we  no  otherwise  use  it,  than  vainly  to  please  our- 
selves or  others,  that  is,  to  act  the  part  of  fools  or  buflbons. 
Have  we  learning  or  knowledge  ?  then  are  we  rare  persons; 
not  considering  that  many  a  bad,  man}'  a  wretched  per- 
son, hath  had  much  more  than  we,  who  hath  used  it  to  the 
abuse  of  others,  to  the  torment  of  himself;  that  hell  may 
be  full  of  learned  scribes  and  subtile  disputers,  of  eloquent 
Rom. 1. 21. orators  and  profound  philosophers;  who  when  they  knew 
htic  M  J*"  ^^  ^^  glorified  him  not  as  God^  neither  were  thank/id^ 
opibus  noo  btd  became  vain  if^  their  imaginations^  and  their  foolish  heart 
^Qj^*       was  darkened;  not  considering  also  how  very  defective  our 
3/ar*.  xL  6.  itnowledge  is,  how  mixed  with  error  and  darkness;  how 
useless  and  vain,  yea  how  pernicious  it  is,  if  not  sanctified 
by  Grod's  grace,  and  managed  to  his  service*     Have  we 
riches?    then  are  we  brave  men,  as  fine  and  glorious  in 
our  conceit  as  in  our  outward  attire ;  although  the  veriest 
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fbok,  tb»  biiMit  ud  mostmi8e»bieof  men,  that  go  on  the  SEEM, 
gmund  do  exceed  us  therein ;  although,  aa  Aristotk  saith,     L^^* 
Mimt  eiAir  noi  uaeUyOr  abuse  ii^:  although  our  wealth  '-'~'**~^ 
aftsdeth  us  no  leal  benefit  or  conifort»  but  exposeth  us  to 
numberkts  snares,  temptations,  and  mischiefs ;  although  it 
hath  no  stability,  but  eanly  may  be  taken  from  us.    Have 
we  reputation  P   How  doth  that  make  us  highly  to  repute 
GurselTes  ina  slavish  imitation  (^  others  t  yet  nothing  is  less 
substantial,  nothing  is  less  felt,  nothing  is  so  easily  lost,  no* 
thing  is  more  brittle  and  slippery  than  it ;  a  bubble  is  not 
sooner  broken,  or  a  ware  sunk  than  is  the  opinion  of  men 
altered  oonoeming  us.    Have  we  power  ?  what  doth  more 
raise  our  minds !  yet  what  is  that  commonly  but  a  danger- 
cua  instrument  of  misdiief  to  others,  and  of  ruin  to  our. 
sdves ;  at  least  an  engagement  to  care  and  trouble  ?  What 
but  that  did  render  Caligula,  Nero,  and  Domitian  so  hurt- 
ful to  others,  so  unhafypy  themselves?  what  but  that  haUi 
filled  the  wwld  with  disasters^  and  turned  all  history  into    | 
tragedy?  Have  we  prosperous  success  in  our  affairs?  then 
we  boast  and  triumph  in  our  hearts;  not  remembering  what 
iheWu^UmseAth^TheprosperifycffooU 
and  that  experience  sheweth,  prosperity  doth  usually  either 
find  or  make  us  fools  l» ;  that  the  wisest  men  (as  Solomon)  2  Gbnn. 


the  best  men  (as  Hezekiah,)  have  been  befooled  by  it;*^*^ 
thus  ore  we  apt  to  overvalue  our  things,  and  ourselves  fcMr 
them. 

There  is  no  way  indeed  wherein  i7e  do  not  thus  im« 
pose  upon  ourselves,  either  assuming  false,  or  misrating 
true  advantages;  the  general  ill  consequences  o£  which 
misdemeanour  are,  that  our  minds  are  stuffed  with  dreams 
and  fantastic  imaginations,  instead  of  wise  and  sober 
thoughts ;  that  we  misbehave  ourselves  towards  ourselves, 
treating  ourselves  like  other  men  than  we  are,  with  un- 
seemly regard;    that  we  expect  other  men  should  have 

•  Kir  wtX^Jif  •;  fdf  i  xt^^9^»*  ^i  ••Wrf  ^tk  fuMftktymv^  »l  TH  irtt^mxtSprm 
Tt  Asttriau    Arlft,  apud,  PliU,  in  Pehp. 
^  Ilarus  enim  feime  sensus  commttDis  in  ilia 
Fortuna  Juv.  Sat,  & 
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SERM.  lit^e  opinbns,  and  yield  aiunrerable  defa^eoces  to  U8 ;  itnd 

LXI.     are,  if  we  find  it  otherwise,  grievously  offended ;  that  we 

are  apt  to  despise  or  disr^ard  others,  demeaning  oursdvea 

insolently  and  fastuously  toward  them ;  that  we  are  apt  to 

seek  and  undertake  things,  which  we  capnot  attain  <»* achieve; 

that  we  neglect  the  succours  needful  to  help  or  comfort  u% 

and  the  like  ;  which  will  appear  more  plainly  by  considering- 

the  several  objects  or  matters  in  which  self*4x>nceit  is  exerds- 

ed ;  they  are  especially  three :  inteUecUtal  endawmenti;  tna- 

ralqtudiHes;  advant4xgetqfbod^y  fortune f  and  ou^ 

1  Cor.  iii.       1.  We  are  apt  to  conceit  highly  of  ourselves  upon  pn* 

^'  «     _  sumption  of  our  tntdkciual   endowmenU  or  capacities, 

9ir^«,  7w  whether  natural  (as  wUy  fancy^  memory fjudgment^j  or  ac- 

fllTm    9i<^^^^  (^  learnings  sJcUl^  eaperience^)  especially  of  that 

Chryt.  in  which  is  Called    wisdom,    which  in  a  manner   commeu 

jpui  fig'  Tf  s    " 

'  hendeth    the   rest,   and    manageth  them  $    whereby  we 

rightly  discern  what  is  true,  and  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in 

any  case  propoeed :  tins  we  are  prone  in  great  meaaure  to 

arrc^te,  and  much  to  pride  ourselvee  therein.     The  world 

is  full  as  it  can  hold  of  wise  men,  or  of  those  who  take 

themselves  to  be  such;  not  only  absolutely,  but  compa. 

ratively,  in  derogation  and  preferaice  to  all  others :  Mi^ 

Job  zii.  I.  it  not  be  said  to  us  as  Job  did  to  his  friends,  No  doubt'  but 

ye  are  the  people,  and  medbm  ehaU  die  with  yQu9  Jk>  we 

not  fancy  ourselves  incomparably  wise,  so  that  all  our 

imaginations   are   deep  and  subtile,  all  our  resolutions 

sou^  and  safe,  aR  our  opnions  irrefragably  certain,  all 

our  sayings  like  so  many  oracles,  or  indubitable  maxims  ? 

Do  we  not  expect  that  every  man's  judgment  should  stoop 

to  ours?  do  we  not  wonder  that  any  man  should  presume 

to  dissent  from  us  ?  must  any  man's  voice  be  heard  when 

OUt  rS«^».  we  speak  ?  Do  we  not  suppose  that  our  authority  doth 

l^Jtu^  add  huge  waght  to  our  words?   (hat  it  is  unquestion- 

Mvri.         ably  true  because  we  say  it?  that  it  is  presumption,  it  is 

temerity,  it  is  rudeness  hardly  pardonable  to  contest  our 

distates?  This  is  a  common  practice,  and  that  which  is 

ProT.  iu.  7.  often  prohibited  and  blamed  in  Scripture ;  Be  not  wise  in 


gour  cmn  conceUi^  «Dth  the  Apoetle ;  ^nd,  /  a^^  Osrcmgh  SERM!^ 
Ae  grace  gkfm  wUo  fne^  io  Ctf^ry  man  thai  is  among  gouy    ^XL 
nol  io  ikMs  ^himu^  vime  U^ikj  than  he  augii  io  Mmk  ;  Bom.  ^  %. 
tet  io  tkmk  eober^j  accordi^  a»  God  kaih  dealt  to  every 
man  Ar  meoiure  6ffaiSi. 

The.  great  reasonableneM  of  which  preeepts  wili  appear 
bj  oonflidenng  both  the  absurdity  and  the  inooiaTeDieiice» 
of  the  pvactioe  wfaidh  they  forbid. 

If  we  da  reflect  dither  upon  the  oommoii  nature  of 
ra&Ly  or  upon  our  own  constitution,  we  cannot  but  find 
our  ooQCnts  of  our  wisdom  very  absurd ;  for  how  can  we 
take  ourselves  for  wue^  if  we  observe  the  great  blindness 
of  our  mindi  and  feebleness  of  human  reason,  by  many 
palpable  arguments  diseovezing  itself?  if  we  mark  how    n^ 
painful  the  search,  and  how  difficidl  the  comprehenfflon  is 
of  any  truth ;  how  hardly  the  most  sagadous  can  descry 
any  thing,  how  easily  die  most  judicious  mistake ;  how 
the  most  learned  everlastingly  diqpute^  and  the  wisest  irre* 
eondleably  clash  about  matters  seeming  most  familiar  and 
fiuule ;  how  often  the  moot  wary  and  steady  do  shift  their 
opinions;  how  the  wiser  a  man  is,  and  the  moreexperi* 
mice  he  gaineth,  the  less  confidait  he  is  in  his  own  judg-^ 
ment,  and  the  more  sensihle  he  giioweth  of  his  weakness; 
how  dim  the  sigbt  is  of  the  most  perspicacious,  and  how 
shallow  the  conceptions  of  the  most  profound ;  how  narrow 
is  the  horison  of  our  knowledge,  and  how  immensely  the 
region  of  our  ignorance  is  distended ;   how  imperfectly 
and  uncertainly  we  know  those  few  things,  to  which  our 
knowledge  reachethc;  how  answerably  to  such  experience 
we  are  told  in  sacred  writ,  that  ffvery  mam  ie  brutish  in  hieJtt.  &  14. 
knowledge;  l^tihe  Lord  knoweth  the  thoughts  «/^«ia», f [^ **^^- 
ihatthey  are  vanitjf :  that  vain  man  would  be  wise,  though i  Cor.  jii 
he  be  bom  like  an  ass's  coltf  (that  is,  he  is  naturally  wild  job  ^  22 
and  stupid  i)  that  wisdom  is  hidjrom  the  eyes  of  all  mm,«^ob  KtiHL 
and  is  notfoundi9%  the  landofthe  living;  that  the  thoughUWhl'ij^ 


14. 


*  Qtttmcanqtie  ptrtem  teram  humaiuinim  (KviaamBUiue  eomprehenderu, 
ingeati  copia  quflirendarum  ac  ducotdarum  fiitigaberU.    Stsn,  Ep,  88. 


SEktM.  of  mortal  mm  are  mUeraUef  and  our  clevicgs  uncertain: 

J^^^'    if  we,  I  aay,  do  confflder  audi  tMogs,  how  can  we  but  fiadit 

strange,  that  any  man  diouldadinirehia  own  wiadon^  seeit^ 

that  be  thereby  doth  exempt  himaetf  from  the  commcm  ad. 

junct  of  his  nature^  and  forgetteth  himself  to  be  a  man  ? 

If  also  a  man  particularly  reflecteth  on  himself,'  the 
same  practice  must  needs  appear  very  foolish ;  for  that 
every  man  thence  may  discover  in  himself  peculiar  imp^ 
diments  of  wisdom ;  every  man  in  his  complexion  and  in 
his  condition  may  find  things  apt  to  pervert  his  judgment, 
and  obstruct  his  acquisition  of  true  knowledge.  Is  his 
temper  sanguine?  thence  becometh  he  quick,  rash,  ere* 
dulous,  confident  and  peremptory,  9&ppesry  and  fickle :  ia 
it  phlegmatic?  thence  is  he  slow  and  heavy;  diffident, 
pertinadeus,  and  stiff  in  his  conceits :  his  mmd  is  either 
soft  and  limber,  so  as  easily  to  receive  the  impressions  of 
falsehood  speciously  represented;  or  hard  and  tough,  so 
that  he  cannot  readily  admit  instruction  in  truth,  cr  coiw 
rection  of  error.  His  wealth  distracteth,  or  his  poverty 
disturbeth  his  thoughts;  prosperity  swelleth  his  mind  up 
into  vain  presumptions  and  satbfactions,  or  adversdty  ank« 
eth  it  down  into  unreasonable  despondencies  and  dislikes 
of  things;  plenty  bxeedeth  sloth,  want  createth  trouble^ 
indiq)Osing  him  to  think  well ;  ease  doth  rust  his  parts, 
I  and  bunness  weareth  them  out ;  incUnation,  interest,  com- 
pany, prejudice,  do  forciUy  sway  his  apprehensions;  so 
that  no  man  can  get  himself  into,  or  keep  himself  steady 
in  a  perfect  balance,  requisite  for  exact  judgment  of  things; 
no  man,  therefore,  can  obtain  a  degree  of  wisdom,  where- 
of he  may  with  any  reason  be  concdted ;  the  wisest  men 
surely  upon  such  experience  have  been  little  satisfied  with 
Tror.  m»  2.  their  share :  Surely,  saith  one,  /  am  more  brutish  than 
amy  man,  and  I  have  not  the  understanding  of  a  man  ; 
P«al.  ixxiiL  and,  SoJboHshy  said  another,  was  /,  and  ignorant ;  I  teas 
as  a  beast  be/bre  thee :  this  conceitedness,  therefore,  is  very 
absurd,  and  an  argument  of  notable  ignorance  and  folly ; 
neither  is  there,  perhaps,  any  more  plain  instance  or  de- 
monstration of  general  folly   reigning  among  men  than 


this,  that  oommcpily  we  are  so  blind  ajnd  stupid  as  not  to  db-  SERM. 
cem  and  resent  our  own  folly :  If  any  rnan,  saith  St  Paul,    ^XL 
tlMceA  ihU  he  knqweth  amy  ihmg^  he  knmeeth  not  ainy  thing  i  Coe.  viiL 
y/etatheau^it^hnoiw;  thatis,ifany  man conc«iteth  himself^ 
to  be  c(»siderably  wise  or  intelligent,  it  is  a  plain  sign  that 
he  is  very  ignorant,  and  understandeth  little  to  any  purpose. 
So  it  is,  if  we  considw  ourselves  singly ;  and  it  is  more 
80^  in  comparison  to  others ;  for  what  ground  can  a  man 
have  of  arrogating  to  himself  a  peculiarity  of  wisdom  or 
judgment?    to  deem  himself  extraordinary  in  that,    to 
which  there  are  no  othor  than  ordinary  means  of  arriv* 
ing?   to  fancy  himself  wiser  than  any  other,  whenas  (se- 
cluding accidental  differences,  that  cannot  be  accounted 
for)  all  men  have  the  same  parts  and  faculties  of  soul,  the 
same  means  and  o(^rtunities  of  improvement,  the  same 
right  and  liberty  of  judging  about  things  ?   Did  not  he^ 
yfbiO^meth  the  spirit  of  man  xoithin  Aim,  put  into  every  ^ech.ziLi. 
man  that  heavenly  mark,  whereby  we  discern  and  judge 
of  things  P  is  not  every  man  concerned  in  that  saying  of 
Elihu,  There  ie  a  spirit  in  fnen,,and  the  inapir(»tion  of  ihe*-^^  ^     ^^ 
Ahmghity  gioeA  thevh  understanding?  do  not  the  foun-L^^.. 
taina  of  knowledge  (natural  delight,  divine    revelation,  g,^  "'^ 
human  instruction,  continual  experience)   stand  open  to 
all ;  and  are  no  less  common  to  men,  than  is  the  air  they 
bfeathe,  and  the  sun  which  equally  shineth  on  them  aU  ? 
Is  God,  the  donor  of  wisdom,  partial  in  the  distribution  of 
it?  doth  not  that  overture  reach  indifferently  to  all,  If  any  jua.  I S. 
man  lack msdom,  let  him  oskqfGody  who  giveth-to  aU  men 
liberaUy^ — and  it  shall  be  given  him  f  may  not  others  be 
as  inquisitive,  as  industrious,  as  sincere  as  we  in  the  search 
of  truth  ?  why  not  then  as  successful  in  finding  it  ?  Is  there ' 
any  private  chink,  through  which  light  shineth  only  upon 
us,  or  truth  may  be  espied?   is  there  any  cunning  by. 
path,  in  which  we  alone,  with  more  expedition  and  secu- 
rity than  others  in  the  common  roads,  can  travel  on  to- 
ward knowledge?  What  patents  have  we  to  shew  for  a 
monopoly  of  reason  ?  what  right  have  we  to  engross  any 
knowledge?   who  hath  granted  us  a  privilege  of  sure 
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S^RM.  judgment,  or  an  exemption  from  error?  ho#  can  We  id 
hXh    trial  of  things  dwn  more  than  a  single  vote?  or  why 
should  our  Word  have  more  weight  than  any  other  ?  may 
not  any  man  with  as  much  reason  prefer  his  judgment 
before  oiirs,  as,  we  before  his?  and  if  we  blame  hitn  for  it^ 
do  we  not  thereby  condemn  ourselves  lor  dcnng  the  like  ? 
if  We  do  know  but  the  same  things,  or  frame  the  same 
judgments  with   others^    how   can    we   be  coooeited  ei 
that  which  is  promiscuous  ?  if  we  pretend  to  abstruse  no*- 
tions,  or  hold  forth  paradoxes,  ihow  can  that  be  ground 
of  boasting,  seeing  the  cause  standeth  contested  by  aiitho*' 
rity  no  less  than  our  own,  and  that  it  is  vain  to  triumph 
over  the  opinions  of  others  before  we  have  conquered 
them  ?  why  in  such  cases  is  it  not  reasonable  to  presumed 
that  among  the  many  dissenters  from  us,  there  are  weae 
who  have  as  much  sense  as  we,  and  who  have  weighed 
the  matter  with  no  less  care^  no  less  indifferency  ?  In  fine^ 
may  not  any  man  witK  good  cause  propound  to  us  that  en 
JolKzv.8,9.postulationin  Job:  Htut  thou  heard  the  secret  of  God  f  and 
dost  thou  restrain  msdom  to  thyself  What  knoweut  ihou^ 
that  we  know  not  f  whatunderstandestthoUfWhiehisnotinusf 
Such  conceitedness  therefore  ia  very  absuxd;  and  it  is 
no  less  hurtful ;  for  many  great  inconveniaM^es^  many  sad 
mischiefs  spring  from  it,  such  as  gave  the  Prophet  cause 
Ift.  ▼.  21.    to  denounce.  Woe  unto  them  that  are  wise  in  their  own 
eyeSf  and  prudent  in  their  own  conceit ;  it  hath  many  ways 
bad  influence  on  our  souls,  and  on  ouf  lives  ;  it  is  often 
our  case^-^hich  was  the  case  of  Babylon,  when  the  Pro^ 
Ii.xlvii.lO  phet  said  of  it.  Thy  wisdom  and  thy  knowledge  hath  per^ 
verted  tliee ;  Jbr  thou  hast  said  in  thy  hearty  I  am^  and  none 
*  else  beside  me. 
Hase  cft         It  is  a  great  bar  to  the  getdng  wisdom,  to  the  reoeiv. 
homiDiB       -Qg  instruction  and  right  information  about  things;  for 
enda,  im-    he  that  taketh  himself  to  be  abundantly  knowing,  or  in- 
^^i»n^.  con^P^Kibly  wise,  will  not  care  to  learn,  will  scorn  to  be 
Hitr.coHtraXmight;    he  thence  becometh  more  incapable  of  wisdom 
Pro^  xi. '  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ »   ^  ^^^  Solomon  observe,  Seest  thoUy 
18.  said  he,  a  man  wise  in  his  oxen  co^iceit  ?  there  is  more  hope 
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of  a  foci  ikon  qfMm;  of  a  fool  that  is  sensible  of  his  igno-  SfiRM* 
raace,  there  may  be  hope^  that  he  may  by  instructkiii  be-    hX.h 
pome  vise;  but  he  that  taketh  himself  to  want  no  instruction,  ^ 

or  to  be  above  learning,  is  in  a  desperate  condition*^. 

It  rendereth  men  in  doubtful  or  difficult  cases  unwill- 
ing, to  seek,  and  unapt  to  take  advice ;  he  will  not  care 
for  or  admit  any  counsellor  but  himself;  hence  he  under- 
taketh  and  easily  is  deceived,  and  incurreth  disappoint* 
lOent,  damage,  disasters  in  his  afiairs.  As  it  is  miost  inci- 
d^it  to  weak,  inconsiderate,  lazy  persons,  who  have  pot  a 
capacity,  will  not  yield  attention,  or  take  pains  tp  get 
right  notions  of  things,  so  it  doth  smother  all  industry, 
consideration,  and  circumspection.;  for  such  persons  think 
they  need  no  labour  in  searching  truth,  no  care  iii  weigh- 
ing arguments,  no  diligence  in  observing  things;  they 
can  easily  at  first  sight  descry  all,  and  penetrate  to  the 
bcyttom  of  things ;  they  have  at  easy  rates  the  pleasure  of 
fancying  themselves  wise ;  why  should  they  sjpend  farther 
pains  to  dispossess  themselves  of  that  pleasure,  or  to  intro- 
duce another  less  satisfactory?  thus  ifi  the  skiggardy  as Pnn.  vol 
Solom<m  saith,  wiser  in  Mi  own  conceit,  than  seven  men  ^^ 
that  can  render  a  reason. 

It  readereth  us  very  radi  and  precipitant  ip  judging; 
for  the  first  shews  of  things,  or  the  most  slender  argi;- 
ments,  which  otkv  themselves,  being  magnified,  and  ag- 
gravated  from  opinion  concerning  ourselves,  do  sway  oqr 
judgment,  and  draw  forth  a  sudden  resolution  from  us  ^ 
it  must,  we  presently  suppose,  be  very  reasonabl^^  because 
it  seemeth  reasopaUe  to  us. 

Hence  also  we  persist  obstinate  and  incorrigible  in 
error ;  for  what  reason  can  be  efficacious  to  reclaim  him 
whose  opinion  is  the  greater  reason  ?  what  argument  can 
be  ponderous  ^ough  to  outweigh  his  authority  ?  how 
can  he  (the  man  of  wisdom,  the  perspicacious  and  pro- 
found person)  yield  that  he  hat|;i  erred  ?  how  can  he  part 


*  Puto  multofl  potoi&BC  ad  eapicntuun  pcnrenire,  niii  putMaeat  6«  p^rvcsun^ 
fen.  df  trunq.  an  1. 
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SERM,  with  the  satisfaction  of  being  always  in  the  right,  or  ending 
^^^'    the  affront  of  being  any  time  baffled  ? 

It  rendereth  men  peevish  and  morose,  so  as  to  bear  no. 

body  that  dissenteth  from  them,  nor  to  like  any  thing,  which 

doth  not  hit  their  fancy ;  to  cross  their  opinicm  or  humour, 

is  to  derogate  from  their  wisdom ;  and  being  in  their  ap- 

•  prehension  so  injured,  they  find  cause  to  be  angry. 

It  rendereth  them  insolent,  and  imperious  in  conversa- 
tion, so  as  to  dictate,  and  impose  their  conceits^upon  others. 
He  that  is  conceited  of  his  own  wisdom,  will  ima^ne  that 
upon  that  advantage  he  hath  a  right  to  prescribe,  others 
an  obligation  to  submit ;  eo  ipso  he  becometh  a  oommoh 
master  and  judge ;  ^nd  they  are  culpable,  who  will  not 
yield  Iiim  a  credulous  ear,  who  will  not  stand  to  his  ded- 
sion. 

Hence  also  do  men  become  so  carping  and  censorious ; 
for  if  any  man'*s  words  do  not  jump  with  their  notions, 
if  any  man^s  actions  be  not  conformable  to  their  rules, 
they  strmghtway  rise  up  to  c^mdemn  them  of  folly,  of  faul. 
tiness. 

Yea  hence  men  become  intolerably  pragmatical ;  for  they 
conceit  themselves  better  to  know  another'^s  concernments 
than  he  himself  doth,  and  so  will  intrude  his  advice,  will  be 
angry  if  his  advice  be  not  followed. 

To  such  inconveniences  and  iniquities  this  ill  disposition 
exposeth  us,  and  to  many  others ;  for  it  is  indeed  that  in 
effect,  which  the  holy  Scripture  representeth  as  the  source 
of  all  impious  and  wicked  courses ;  to  which  men  betray 
themselves,  while  taking  themselves  to  be  wise,  they  do 
stiffly  adhere  to  their  own  ima^a^ons  and  devices,  al- 
though contrary  to  the  prescriptions  of  divine  wisdom,  to 
the  dictates  of  common  reason,  to  the  admonitions  of  so- 
Jcr.  xOi.  \Q.  ber  and  good  iften :  We  mtty  say  they  in  the  Prophet,  UHdk 
after  our  axon  devices^  and  we  toiU  every  one  do  the  Undgi^ 
hs^.  ixv.  2.  nation  of  his  evU  heart :  and,  /  have  spread  out  my  hands 
\"^-  ^        aU  the  day  unto  a  rebellious  people;  which  waOeeth  in  a 
way  that  is  not  good,  q/ier  their  own  thoughts :  and,  If 
Dcut.  aU.  he  blesseth  himself  sayvngy  I  shall  have  peace^  though  I 

t9«  * 
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mAinil^ifnagimiumcffn^heaH:  bxA,  So  I  gme^wn  SERM, 
unto  Oeir  (mm  hearfa  luH,  and  tkey  wattced  m  Oeir  own  LXL 
amnsels.  These  are  descriptions  of  bad  men,  implying  self-  pg.  haii, 
cxMiceit  to  be  the  root  of  iheir  impiety.  ^*^  ^  ^ 

Jt  Ag^n,  we  are  apt  to  conceit  highly  and  vainly  of  3i. . 
our  moral  qualities  and  performances;  taking  ourselves ^"•^^*" 
for  persons  rarely  good,  perfect,  and  blameless ;  apprehend- 
ing no  defects  in  our  souls,  or  miscarriages  in  oar  Hves,  al- 
though, indeed,  we  are  as  fall  of  blemishes,  we  are  as  guilr 
ty  of  faults  as  others ;  There  is,  saith  the  Wise  Man,  a  ge-  Pro?,  xxx. 
neraHon,  thai  are  pure  in  their  own  et/es,  and  yet  is  iwt 
washed  from  their  ^fiUhiness ;  to  this  generation  we  belong, 
if  we  admire  our  virtues,  if  we  justify  our  Kves,  if  (as  it 
is  said  of  the  Pharisee)  we  tru^  in  ourselves  thait  roe  arel^ukexviiu 
righteous.  ^  2». 

This  practice  dpth  include  grefit  foUy,  and  it  produceth 
great  mischiefs. 

It  is  very  foolish,  and  argueth  the  greatest  ignorance  that 
can  be ;  for  such  is  the  imperfection,  the  impotency,  the 
impurity  of  all  men,  even  of  the  wisest  and  best  men,  (dis-  * 
cemible  to  them  who  search  their  hearts  and  try  their  ways, 
strictly  comparing  them  to  the  rules  of  duty,  Grod's  laws 
and  the  dictates  of  reason,)  that  no  maii  can  have  reason  to 
be  satisfied  in  himself  or  %i  his  doings ;  every  man  looking 
into  himself,  shall  find  his  mind  so  pestered  with  vain  and 
filthy  thoughts ;  his  will  so  perverse,  so  froward,  so  weak,  ao 
unsteady ;  his  de^es  so  fond  and  unwarrantable ;  his  pas- 
fflons  so  disorderly  and  ungovernable ;  his  affections  so  mis- 
placed, or  at  least  so  cold  and  dull  in  regard  to  their  right 
object^ ;  his  resolutions  toward  good  so  weak  and  slack ;  his 
intentions  so  corrupt,  or  mixed  with  oblique  regards;  he  that 
observeth  his  actions,  shall  in  the  best  of  theni  (as  to  the  prin- 
diples  whence  they  rise,  as  to  the  ends  they  drive  at,  as  to  the 
manner  of  their  performance)  find  so  many  great  defaiianccs, 
that  he  will  see  cause  rather  to  abhor  than  to  admire  himself. 

Who,  let  me  ask,  doth  love  God  with  all  his  sou],  so  as  Hier.  in 
to  place  in  him  his  total  content  and  delight,  so  as  to  do^"^'^*  **ft. 
all  things  out  of  love  to  liim^  with  a  regard  to  his  honour 
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SERM.  and  semc6?  ^  as  to  be  mlling  and  glad  te  part  with  aU 
LXI.    tbingt  for  his  sake  ?  who  hath  that  constant  and  lively  sense 
of  Grod'^s  benefits  and  mercies  that  he  should  hav«  ?  who  hath 
a  perfect  resignation  of  wiU  to  his  pleasure,  so  as  to  be  dis- 
plea&ed  with  no  event  dispensed  by  his  hand  ?  who  hath 
such  a  vigour  of  faith  and  confidence  in  him,  as  will  sup. 
port  him  in  all  wants»  in  all  distresses,  in  ail  temptations,  so 
as  never  to  be  disquieted  or  discouraged  by  them,  so  as  to 
4:aH  on  God  (as  he  is  commanded)  all  the  cares  oS  his  soul 
4uid  burdens  of  his  life?  who  constantly  n^aintaineth  a  fer- 
vour  of  spirit,  a  steadiness  of  resolution,  a  clear  and  calm 
frame  of  soul,  an  abstractedness  of  mind  from  worldly  de- 
Ares  and  delights  ?  who  cantinually  is  fervent  and  luidi^. 
tracted  in  his  devotion  ?  who  with  an  unwearied  and  inces- 
sant  diligence  doth  watch  over  his  thoughts  ?  who  doth  en- 
tirely command  his  passions,  and  bridle  his  appetites  ?  who 
doth  exactly  govern  his  tongue  ?  who  is  perpetually  circum^- 
.     spect  over  his  actions  ?  who  loveth  his  neighbour  as  himself, 
seeking  his  good,  and  delighting  therein  as  in  bis  own ;  bang 
sorry  for  his  adveiisities,  as  if  they  had  he&Uen  himself? 
who  feel^th  that  contritioa  of  spirit,  that  shame,  that  re- 
morse for  his  sins,  or  that  detestation  of  them,  which  they 
deserve  ?   who  is  duly  sensible  of  his  own  unworthiness  ? 
Very  few  of  us,  surely,  if  we  eittnine  our  consciences,  can 
answer,  that  we  are  they  who  perform  these  duties ;  and  if 
not,  wher^  is  any  ground  of  self-conceit?  hour  much  cause 
rather  is  there  of  dejection,  of  displ^aspre^  of  njb^piaing  and 
detesting  ourselves  { 
^JeOona-     There  have  indeed  been  sects  of  men  (such  as  the  Nova. 
tians  and  the  Pelagians,)  who  hi^ve  pretended  to  perfec- 
tion apd  purity ;  but  these  men,  one  would  think,  did  ne.- 
^tia,  quad  ver  read  the  Scripture,  did  never  consult  experience,  did 
^^£^      never  reflect  on  their  minds,  did  never  compare  their  prac 
tpu  pecM-  tice  with  their  duty ;  h^  no  conscience  at  all,  or  a  very 
^*Hb.  2.  blind  and  stupid  one.     Who  can  say^  I  have  made  my  heart 
Trof  XX. ».  clean^  I  am  purejrom  my  sin  f  was  a  question  of  Solomon^ 
sqi     '       to  the  which  be  thought  no  man  could  answer  affirmative, 
xv^uxx^*  ly  of  h'unself:   If  I  Justify  myself  my  mm  mouth  sh^fl 
4.  iv.  18.  i:^  2.  (Psd.  cxliii.  ?.) 
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condemnmi;  ^  I  sojf  I  am  piffsdy  ii  MU  frooe  mi  fer-  8BBM. 
^Mne:  was  the  aBseveradon  of  that  peraoo,  whose  virtue    ^^^* 
had  undeigoiie  the  severest  trials:  In  nuMy  iking$  we  ^jw  fiii.  t. 
Jmd  ally  was  the  confession  of  an  Apostle  in  the  name  of 
the  wisest  and  best  men. 

Such  men  indeed  (in  contemplation  of  themselves  and  of 
their  doings)  have  ever  been  ready  to  think  meanly  of  then^ 
selves,  to  acknowledge  and  bewiul  thdr  unworthiness,  to 
disclaim  all  confidence  in  themsdves,  to  avow  their  hope 
wholly  to  be  rqposed  in  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God ;  (m 
his  grace  for  ability  to  perform  somewhat  of  their  duty ;  in 
his  mercy  for  pardon  of  thdr  offences;)  to  confess  themselves, 
with  Jacob,  leu  than  the  least  of  GoiPs  merdee;  with  Da^OtiL  ir»*a- 
vid,  that  they  are  teornUy  and  no  men ;  with  Job,  ^^  p^^j: « 

they  are  vile  and  unable  to  answer  God^  calling  them  to^^^ 
account,  in  one  case  of  a  thousand;  that  they  abhor 
^lemselvesy  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes ;  that  (^ier  ihey 
had  done  aUy  ihey  are  unprqfUable  servants.      And  isLukt  xvii. 
he  not  very  blind  who  doth  see  in  himself  those  jperfections^^ 
which  the  greatest  saints  could  not  deqcry  in  thonselvss  t 
is  he  not  infinitely  vain  that  fandeth  himself  more  worthy 
than  they  did  take  th^nselves  to  be  ? 

In  fine,  every  man  is  in  some  kind  and  degree  bad,  sin- 
ful, vile;  it  is  as  natural  for  us  to  be  so,  as  to  be  frail,  to 
be  ackly,  to  be  mortal :  there  are  some  bad  dispositicms 
common  to  all,  and  which  no  man  can  put  off  without  his 
flesh ;  there  are  some,  to  which  every  man  (from  his  teni* 
per,  inclination,  and  constitution  of  body  .or  soul)  is  pecu« 
liarly  subject,  the  which  by  no  care  and  pain  can  be  quite 
extirpated,  but  will  afford  during  life  perpetual  matter  of 
conflict  and  exercise  to  curb  them ;  concat  therefore  of  our 
virtue  is  very  foolish. 

And  it  breedeth  many  great  mischieis. 

Hence  doth  spring  a  great  security,  and  carelessness  of  j^,^  ^ 
correcting  our  faults ;  for  taking  ourselves  to  be  well,  we  i>« 
see  not  any  need  of  cure,  thence  seek  none,  nor  admit  any.  4^,    "* 

Yea,  hence  riseth  a  contempt  of  any  means  condudble  to 
our  amendment,  such  as  good  advice  and  wholesome  re* 

VOL.  III.  o 
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SERM.  proof;  to  advise  such  bA  one  is  to  accuse  him  wmngfuliy^ 
LXt.  to  reprove  himu  to  cx>iiueDit  an  outrage  upon  his  {vesumed 
integrit J  of  virtue.  Hence  dso  proteedeth  a  neglect  of 
Imploring  the  grace  and  merdj  of  God;  for  why  should . 
persons  of  so  great  strength  crave  succour  ?  how  should 
they  beg  pardon,  who  have  so  little  sense  of  guilt  ?  It  is  for 
a  weak  person  to  cry.  Lord,  help  me ;  it  is  fo^  a  Publican 
Luke  T^  iQ  pray,  Qod  b$  mercifid  unto  ms  a  sinner. 

It  breedeth  arrogance  and  presumption  even  in  devotions^ 
or  addresses  to  God,  inducing  such  persons  in  unseemly  man- 
ner to  justify  themselves  before  God,  to  claim  singular  inte^ 
rest  in  him,  to  mind  him,  and  as  it  were  to  upbraid  him  with 
their  worthy  deeds,  to  thank  him  for  their  ima^nary  es> 
cellencies;  like  the  conceited  Pharisee:  Oodj  I  (hank  th§e^ 
Lukexvitt.  thai  I  am  fujt  €LS  other  meny  extortioners^  unjust,  adulter^ 
^^  —  '^IJast  twice  a  weeh^  I  give  tithes  of  all  iliai  I  possess. 


They  cannot  demean  themselves  toward  God  as  miserable 
sinners,  who  fancy  themselves  as  admirable  worthies,  and 
gallants  in  virtue. 

^  Also,  a  natural  result  thereof  is  a  haughty  contempt  of 
others,  venting  itself  in  a  supercilious  and  fastuous  demean* 
LtikexviU.our;    So  it  was  in  the  Pharisees,  wAo,  saith  St   Luke^ 
••  trusted  in  themselves  that  they  were  righteous,  and  despised 

others.  Such  persons,  observing  or  suspecting  defects  and 
misbehaviours  in  others,  but  discerning  none  in  themselves, 
do  in  their  opinion  advance  themselves  above  their  bre- 
thren,  and  accordingly  are  prone  to  behave  themselves  to- 
ward  them :  such  men  as  they  are  the  especially  good  men, 
the  godly,  the  saints,  the  flower  of  mankind,  the  choice 
ones,  the  darlings  Qf  God,  and  favourites  of  Heaven,  the 
special  objects  of  divine  love  and  care:  others  are  inu 
pure  and  profane,  rejectaiieous  and  reprobate  people,  to 
whom  God  beareth  no  good-w'dl  or  regard :  hence  pro- 
ceedeth  a  contemptuous  disregard  or  estrangedness  toward 
other  men;  like  that  of  those  separatists  in  the  Prophet, 
ls.kv.5.  who,  notwithstanding  they  were  a/i«yfe/?nwt*if^  God  to 
anger  contimialbf  to  his  face,  were  yet,  in  conceit  of  their 
own  special  purity,  ready  to  say.  Stand  by  thyself  come 
iiot  near  to  me,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou  :  whereas  those 


Of  Self'Xanetii.  195 

who^  soberly  tdfectkig  on  their  iioture»  their  hearts,  their  SEHM . 
ymcpf  do  frane  a  right  judgment  of  tfaemselres,  ean  hardly    L^^* 
csteon  any  man  wdrse  than  thanselres;  they  peredre 
IfaemaciveB  m  fiwl^  so  defecttioiis,  bo  culpable,  as  to  find 
great  reason  for  their  complianoe  Vith  those  apostolical  pre- 
cepts^  In  kUtUnegi  qffHindj  la  ead$  man  esteem  oOners^f^^-^^ 
better  ihom  JUmself;  In  hanaut  prefer  one  mother.  sum,  xii 

^hi9  likewise  dispoaeCh  men  to  expect  more  than  ordi-^^* 
n^  regard  ftdiii  others ;  and  they  are  mudi  displeased,  kf 
fibey  find  it  not  in  degree  answerable  to  dieir  conceit  of 
themselves;  taking  them  for  silly,  envious,  or  injurioos 
persons^  who  forbear  to  yield  it:  such  excellent  persons 
must  in  all  things  be  humoured,  and  cockered,  otherwise 
you  giealty  wrong  them. 

Hence  ^so  such  men  easily  become  discontented  and  im. 
}](atiettt ;  for  V  they  be  crossed  in  any  thing,  if  any  misfor- 
tune toucheth  diem,  they  take  it  very  iU ;  supposing  they 
deserve  it  not,  bat  are  Worthy  of  better  usage  mi  fortune. 

In  fine,  as  this  causeth  a  man  to  behaf  e  himself  unto* 
wardly  in  respect  to  all  others,  (toward  Qod  and  toward  his 
neighbour,)  so  thence  he  most  unbeseemingly  carrieth 
himself  toward  himself;  he  is  no  faithful  friend,  no  good 
companion  to  himself;  but  a  fond  minion,  a  vile  flatterer, 
or  a  profane  idolater  of  himself :  for  (like  Narcissus)  being 
transported  with  conceit  of  his  own  incomparable  beauty 
or  excellency,  he  maketh  love  to  and  courteth  himself; 
finding  delight  in  such  conceit,  he  by  all  means  cherisheth 
it,  glozing  andjlixttering'  himself  (as  the  Psalm  halh  it)  in  p^  ^^^^^ 
hie  own  eyes ;  representing  his  qualities  to  his  imagination  <• 
in  false  shapes,  he  devoutly  adoreth  those  idols  of  his  brain. 
Farther, 

S.  Self-conceit  is  also  frequently  grounded  upon  other 
inferior  advantages ;  upon  gifts  of  nature,  (as  strength,  ac- 
tivity, beauty ;)  upon  ^fts  of  fortune,  (so  called,)  as  birth, 
wealth,  dignity,  power,  fame,  success ;  upon  these  things 
men  ordinarily  much  value  themselves,  and  are  strangely 
puffed  up  with  vain  opinion,  taking  themselves  from  ^em 
to  be  great  and  happy  persons :  but  seeing  (as  we  touched 
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SERM.  before)  these  things  are  in  themfielves  little  raluable,  (m 
^^^'    serving  no  great  purpose,  nor  furthering  our  true  hap[»- 
nessO  seeing  they  are  not  commendable,  (as  not  depen^ng 
on  our  free  choice,  but  proceeding  irom  nature  or  chance ;) 
sedng  they  are  not  durable  or  certain,  but  eaaly  may  be 
severed  from  us;  the  vanity  of  8eif-«onceit  founded  on 
them  is  very  notorious,  and  I  shall  not  insist  more  to  de- 
clare it;   I  shall  only  recommend  the  Prophet'^s  advice 
Jer.  is.  23, concerning  such  things:  Let  not  the  wise  man  glory  in  Mi 
*^  msdonif  neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  hie  mighty  let 

not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches :  hid  let  him  that  ^h- 
rieth  glory  in  Msj  ihat  he  understandeth  and  hrwweth  me^ 
that  I  am  {he  Lord  rohkch  ewercise  lovingJcindnesSy  Judg^ 
mentf  and  righteotuness  in  the  earth:  that  is,  nothing  with- 
in  us  or  about  us  should  elevate  our  minds,  excepting  the 
assCirance  that  God  doth  govern  the  w#rld,  being  ready  to 
protect  and  succour  us,  to  dispense  mercy  and  justice  to 
us;  so  that  how  weak  and  helpless  soever  in  ourselves,  yet 
confiding  in  him,  we  shall  never  be  overwhelmed  by  any 
wrong  or  misfortune. 

So  much  concerning  Self-Conceit ;   the  other  parts  of 
viciouB  Self-Love  may  be  reserved  to  another  occnnon. 


SERMON  LXIL 


OF  SELF-CONFIDENCE,  SELF-COMPLACENCE, 
SELF.WILL,  AND  SELF-INTEREST. 


S  Tim.  iii.  1 
For  v^m  »haS  be  lovers  of  ihemselves^  &c. 

II.  AxoTHEK  like  culpable  kind  of  self4ove  is  that  of  SERM 
eelf-ccnfidence ;  when  men  beyond  reason,   and  without   LXIL 
regard  unto  Grod's  providence,  do  rely  upon  themselves 
and  thar  own  abilities,  imagining  liiat,   without  Grod'^s 
direction  and  help,  by  the  contrivances  of  their  own  wit  and 
discretion,  by  the  prevalency  of  their  own  strength  and 
courage,  by  thar  industrious  care,  resolution,  and  activity, 
they  can  compass  any  design,  they  can  attain  any  good, 
they  can  arrive  to  the  utmost  of  their  desires,  and  become 
sufficiently  happy ;  not  considering,  that  of  Grod  (in  whose  Dm.  r,  IS. 
hand  our  breath  iSf  and  whose  are  aU  our  wagfs ;  in  whose  j^ib  xiL  10 
hand  is  the  sotd  ^  every  living  thing;  and  the  breath  qfaU 
mankind)  all  our  being  and  all  our  ability  do  absqlutely 
depend ;  that  he  manageth  and  tumeth  all  things,  dis- 
pensing  success  according  to  his  pleasure ;  that  no  good 
thing  can  be  performed  without  the  supply  and  succour  of  Jer.  z.  ts. 
his  grace,  nothing  can  be  achieved  without  the  concur, 
rence  of  his  providence ;  that,  the  way  of  man  is  not  m 
himself  it  is  not  in  man  that  waBceth  to  direct  his  stq^s ; 


*  "Oris  y»^  ml/rig  H  f^niif  ftiftg  ^nm^ 

OSrtt  }mirrux^ifr%f  £f^n^m9  tufu    Soph*  AnUg, 
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SERM.  that  the  jpreparations  of  the  heart  in  man,  and  the  answer 

LXIL   f^4ke  iongfse,  iajrom  ike  Lord;  that,  althou^  a  man'e 

^m.xflh^^^'^^^^^^^  ^'''^9  !f^  the  Lord  direct  that 

x^  9.       fio  king  is  saved  by  the  muUitude  ofask  host^  a  mighty  man 

nc'si.'     is  'not  delivered  by  miwih  strength,  a  horse  is  a  vain  thing 

f^i^^/or  sitfety;  The  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  batOe  to  the 

£oclei.  iz.  strong;  that  (as  St.  Paul,  one  abundantly  furnished  with 

abilities  suiting  his  designs  as  any  man  can  be,  doth  acknow- 

*  9*: '"•  iedge)  we  are  not  st^fflcient  of  ourselves  to  think  any  thing, 

buiourst^ciencyisqfGod:  these  oraeles  of  tnidi,  and  even 

dictates  of  reason,  no  less  than  principles  of  religion,  they 

confflder  not,  who  confide  in  their  own  abilities  with  whidi 

nature  or  fcrtune  do  seem  to  have  furnished  them. 

This  is  that  instance  of  self-love,  which  the  Wise  Man 
Ptm*  lit  ^1  biddeth  us  to  beware  of:  Trust,  saith  he,  in  the  Lord  with 
all  thine  heart,  and  lean  not  to  thine  own  understanding;  in 
all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall  direct  thy  paths. 
This  is  that  which  he  condemneth  as  foolish,  and  appomt/c 
f^.xxviiL  to  wise  prooecduig:  He  ihat  trustdh  in  his  o«m  heqrt  is 
ajbd;  but  whoso  walketh  wisely  AaU  be  delivered* 

This  is  that  which  smothereth  devodon,  and  keqpeth 

—tMiQiim   men  from  having  recourse  to  God;  while  they  think  it 

^^^^J^^  needless  to  adc  for  that  winch  they  have  in  didr  power,  or 

have  means  of  obtaining;  this  consequently  depriveth  them 

of  divine  aid,  which  is  afforded  only  to  those  who  seek  it, 

and  confide  therein. 

This  often  engageth  men  to  attempt  things  rashly,  and 
causeththem  to  come  off  unhappily ;  God  interposing  to  cross 
them,  with  purpose  to  cure  their  error,  or  confound  their 
presump^n. 

From  hence,  if  God  ever  suffereth  their  attempt  to  pros* 

per,   they  sacrilegiously  and  profanely  arrogate  to  them« 

Y^'^  ^   selves  die  success,  sacrificing  to  their  own  net,  aod  saying 

la.  z.  13.  ^th  him  in  the  Prophet,  By  the  strength  of  my  hand  have 

I  done  it,  and  by  my  wisdom ;  Jbr  lamprttdent. 

This  causeth  most*men  to  fail  of  true  content  here,  and 
of  happiness  finally;  while  taking  them  to  be,  where  they 
are  not,  at  bom^,  withia  iimt  own  hand  or  reacfa,  they 
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leieglect  to  aeiireh  after  them  ftbrtei,  tbnref  where  they  My  JfitlM. 
do  liej  in  the  hapd  aiid  disposal  of  God.  '  ,    LXII. 
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III.  A  like  act  of  blaiueable  self-love  is  se^-complacencey 
that  is^  greatly  delighting  in  one^s  self,  or  \ik  the  goods  which 
he  fancieth  himself  to  enjoy,  or  in  the  works  which  he  per- 
formeth ;  when  men,  in  contemplation  of  tlieir  works  and 
achievements,  go  strutting  about,  and  saying  with  that 
vain  prince,  U  not  this  great  Babylon^  tJuU  I  have  &«^iZ^  ?Daii.W.30. 
when  reflecting  on  their  pos^ssions,  they  applaud  and  bless 
themselves,  like  the  rich  man  in  the  Gospel,  SouJ^  (saith  he,  Lukcxli. 
looking  upon  his  accumulated  store,)  tfiou  hast  much  goods  ^*' 
laid  v/pfor  numy  years.  Such  vain  soliloquies  do  tnen  or* 
dinarily  make.  Thou  hast  (saith  a  man  to  himself)  rare  en- 
dowments of  $oul ;  a  wonderful  skill  and  ability  in  this  and 
that  matter:  thou  art  master  of  excellent  things;  thou  bast 
managed  very  important  business,  hast  accomplished  hard 
designs,  hast  achieved  brave  feats,  with  gredt  dexterity 
and  admirable  success,  by  thy  wit  and  industry ;  thou  hast 
framed  and  vented  very  carious  orations,  very  facetious 
speeches,  very  nervous  and  pithy  (Uscourses ;  thou  has  put 
pbligations  upon  this  man  and  that;  thou  hast  got  much 
credit  and  interest  amongst  men ;  the  worid  much  kpketh 
on  thee,  loveth  and  prizeth  thee  hugely,  resoundeth  with  |liy 
fame  and  praise ;  surely  thy  worth  is  notable,  thy  deserts 
are  egregious;  how  happy  art  thou  in  being  such  a  person, 
in  performing  such  things,  in  enjoying  such  advantages ! 
Thus  with  a  spiuious  and  filthy  pleasure  do  men  reflect 
upon  and  revolve  in  their  minds  the  goods  they  deem 
themselves  to  possess,  and  the  favourable  occurrence  that 
seem  to  befal  them ;  being  fond  of  their  own  qualities  and 
deeds  as  of  their  children,  which,  however  they  are  in  them* 
selves,  do  always  appear  handsome  and  towardly  ynto  them; 
any  httle  thing  is  great  and  eminent,  any  ordinary  thing 
is  rare,  any  indifierent  thing  is  excellent  to  them,  because 
it  is  theirs;  out  of  any  thing,  how  dry  and  insipid  soever 
it  is  in  itself,  they  suck  a  vain  and  footish  pleasure. 
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SERM.      Hence  is  that  honest  and  pure  ddight  which  they  should 

^      taste  in  faith  and  love  toward  God,  in  the  hope  of  future 

celestial  things,  in  the  enjoyment  of  spiritual  blesnngs,  in 

the  conscience  of  virtuous  practice,  quite  choked  or  greatly 

damped. 

Hence  also  that  hearty  contrition  and  sober  sadness, 
whichp  by  reflection  upon  thdr  great  defects  and  frequent 
miscarriages,  they  should  continually  mqiptam  in  their 
souls,  is  utterly  stifled. 

Hence  also  that  charitable  complacency  in  the  welfare, 
and  oondolency  with  the  adver^ties  of  their  brethren,  is 
suppressed ;  hence  cannot  they  be  satisfied  with  any  thing 
done  by  others,  they  cannot  apprehend  the  worthy  deserts, 
they  cannot  render  due  commendation  to  the  good  deeds  of 
thrir  neighbour ;  for  while  men  are  so  pleased  with  their 
own  imaginary  felicities,  they  cannot  well  discern,  they  will 
not  be  duly  affected  with,  the  real  advantages  or  disasters 
oTthemseives  or  of  others. 

OF  dELF.WILL. 

IV.  Another  culpable  kind  of  self-love  is  self-will  (a&. 
Sci^f  w,  pleanng  one^s  self  in  his  choice,  and  proceeding  with- 
out or  against  reason;)  when  a  man  unaccountably  or  unrea- 
sonably, with  obstinate  resolution,  pursueth  any  course  of- 
fenave  to  others,  or  prejudicial  to  himself,  so  that  he  will 
not  hearken  to  any  advice,  nor  yield  to  any  consideration 
diverting  him  from  his  purpose,  but  putteth  off  all  with  a 
mmmSiaipro  ratione  voluntas :  Say  what  you  can,  let  what 
will  come  on  it,  I  will  do  as  I  please,  I  will  proceed  in  my 
own  way ;  so  I  am  resolved,  so  it  shidl  be> 

This  is  that  generally  which  produceth  in  men  the  wil- 
ful commission  of  sin,  although  apparently  contrary  to 
their  own  interest  and  welfare,  depriving  them  of  the  best 
goods,  brin^g  on  them  most  heavy  mischiefs ;  this  caus- 
eth  them  irreclaimably  to  persist  in  impenitence.  Hence 
do  they  stop  th^  ears  against  wholesome  counsel ;  they 

k  IIi^  sh  1p  itrml «  turm,  fuiuin  ff  mA^tt  rvSif .    Nero  A|iMd  Dkm.  Cass. 
Vid.  Sen.  Ep.  S3.d«  Ben.  438.  Arr.  iL  15. 
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haidai  their  bearts  against  most  pathetacal  and  softening  SERM. 
discourses ;  they  withdraw  iheir  shoulder ;  they  etifen  their   LXIL 
neck  against  all  sober  prec^ts^  admonitions,  and  reproofs;  Neh.u.S8. 
they  defeat  all  means  and  methods  of  correction ;  they  will  J»*^«-  ^c- 
not  bear  Grod  commanding,  entreating,  promiang,  threat^  Deuuzxzi. 
ening,  encouraging,  chastising;    they  will  not  regard  theJIJ*    . 
advices  and  reprehensions  of  friends ;   the  most  apparent 
consequences  of  damage,  disgrace,  pain,  perdition,  upon 
their  ill  courses  will  not  stir  them ;  their  will  is  impregn^ 
ble  against  the  most  powerful  attempts  to  win  and  better 
them :  let  all  the  wisdom  in  the  world  solicit  them,  with  a 
Turn  at  my  reproof;    it  shall  have  occasion  to  complain,  Prov.  L  ss. 
They  would  none  of  my  couneel,  they  despised  all  my  reproof  ^5. « 9. 

This  is  that  also  more  particularly,  which  breedeth  so 
much  mischief  to  the  public,  which  pesteretb  and  disturb- 
eth  private  conversation  ^  this  maketh  conversation  harsh, 
and  friendship  intolerable,  c 

Hence  are  men  in  their  demeanour  so  peevish  and  fro-  kys^£iim  u 
ward,  so  perverse,  and  cross-grained,  so  stiflF  and  stubborn ;  *'"^*  ^^ 
with  much  inconvenience  to  others,  and  commonly  y1\^!l^ad1>^oMm. 
more  to  themselves.  ^'  * 

Hence  will  they  not  submit  to  the  commands  of  their 
superiors,  they  will  not  comply  with  the  customs  of  their 
country,  they  will  not  be  complaisant  in  conversation ;  but 
every  where  raise  factious  oppositions,  kindle  fierce  oontenr. 
tions,  maintain  disorderly  singularities :  they  care  not  how 
for  enjoying  their  humour  they  break  the  peace  of  the 
world,  tibey  disturb  the  order  of  things,  they  create  tu- 
mtdts  and  troubles  in  any  society,  they  bring  vexations 
and  mischiefs  on  others,  on  themselves.  They  do  not  con* 
sider  or  value  the  great  harm  they  bring  upon  the  public, 
nor  how  much  themselves  do  suffer  by  it ;  so  they  have  their 
will,  what  if  the  state  be  plunged  into  confusion  and  trou- 
ble ;  what  if  their  neighbours  be  sorely  incommoded ;  what 
if  themselves  lose  their  ease  and  pleasure  ? 

It  must  be  just  as  they  will  have  it ;  what  if  ten  to  one 

'  «wr«  J"  a»^(}  f*,wr  f7uf  ^i\»u 


BERM.  think  otherwise;  what  if  generally  the  wisest  men  «r^ 
^XIL  agreed  to  the  contrary ;  what  if  the  most  pressing  neces- 
sity of  affairs  do  not  admit  of  it ;  what  if  public  authority 
(those  whom  all  equity  doth  constitute  judges,  and  to  whom 
God  himself  hath  committed  the  arbitration  thereof)  do 
not  allow  it ;  yet  so  it  must  be,  because  they  fancy  it,  other^ 
wise  they  will  not  be  quiet :  so  do  they  sacrifice  the  gieatt 
est  benefits  of  society  (public  order  and  peace,  mutual  love 
and  friendship,  ccmimon  safety  and  prosperity)  to  their  prii 
vate  will  and  humour. 

This  is  that  which  St.  Paul  so  often  did  fisrbid  in  word, 
and  discountenanced  in  practice:  for  the  edification  of 
others,  to  procure  advantage  to  his  endeavours,  to  shun 
offence,  to  preserve  concord  and  amity,  he  waved  pleadng 
his  own  desire  and  fiwcy,  he  complied  with  the  conceits 
and  humours  even  of  those  who  were  most  ignorant  and 
weak  in  judgment ;  he  even  subjected  and  enslaved  himself 

Bom.  XV.  1,  to  the  pleasure  of  others,  directing  us  to  do  the  like :  We 

'>  ^  theny  saxth  he,  th^it  are  eironff^  ought  to  bear  the  infirmUiee 
of  the  waki  and  not  to  please  ourselvei :  let  every  one  of  us 
please  his  neighbour  Jbr  his  good  to  edijlcation  ;  Jbr  even 
Christ  pleaded  not  himself  (he  adjoineth  the  great  example 
of  our  Lord  to  enforce  his  own.)     Again ;  Give  none  of- 

33.  Td,  1.  fi'^^^i  ^^  ^^9  ^^  ^  I  please  aU  men  in  all  things,  not 
seeking  mne  ownprqfity  but  the  profit  of  the  many,  thai 
they  may  be  saved :  Be  ye  ()xeTeiri)Jbllawers  ofme^  as  I  am 
of  Christ :  and  again,  To  the  weak  became  I  as  weak,  thai  I 

2t,  19.  might  gain  the  weak ;  I  am  made  aU  things  to  all  men  that  I 
might  by  aUmean^  save  some:  Though  I  be  free  from  all 
men,  (that  is,  although  I  have  no  superior,  that  can  com- 
mand  me,  or  oblige  me  in  these  matters,)  yet  have  I  made 
myself  servant  to  all,  that  f  might  gain  the  more.  What 
this  excellent  person  was  in  this  instance  of  mana^g  eccle- 
»astical  discipline,  and  promoting  the  Gospel,  that,  both  in 
the  same  cases,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  all  other  designs, 
in  all  our  conversation  and  practice,  should  we  likewise  be. 
We  should  in  no  case  indulge  our  own  humour  or  fancy, 
but  ever  look  to  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and  act  accord- 
ingly, whatever  it  requireth*     ■ 
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We  ahotild  never  aet  without  striving  with  competait  ap*  SERM. 
plication  of  mind  to  discern  clearly  some  reason  why  we  act ;    LXII. 
and  fipm  <4)6ervuig  the  dictates  <^  that  reason,  no  unacooont- 
able  caiue  should  pervert  us :  blind  will,  headstrong  indi* 
nalioii,  inqnetupus  passion^  should  never  guidf^  or  draw,  or 
drive  us  to*Bny  thing;  for  this  is  npt  to  act  like  a  man,  but 
as  a  beast,  or  rather  worse  than  a  beast ;  for  beasts  opmite 
by  a  Uiad  instinct  indeed,  but  such  as  is  planted  in  them 
by  a  superior  wisdom,  unerringly  directing  them  to  a  pur^ 
suit  qf  their  true  good:  but  man  is  left  tn  mafmaemcUii  mi,  W]fld.i.l& 
IS  obliged  (under  sore  pent||lties)  not  to  follow  blind  inclina.-  P^^  *"- 
tions  or  instinct ;  but  to  act  with  serious  deliberation  and  i  Cor.  lo. 
choice,  to  observe  explicit  rules  and  resolutions  of  reason,    ^^ 

OF  SELF-INTEREST. 

V.  Another  culpable  sort  of  self-love  is  that  of  self-in^  Vid.  Chryir 
iereH;    when  men  inordinately  or  immoderately  do  covet  ^^i^?'- 
and  strive  to  procure  for  themselves  these  worldly  goods, 
merely  because  profitable  or  pleasant  to  themselves,  not  con-  . 
sidering  or  regardiuj^  the  good  of  others,  according  to  the 
rules  of  justice,  of  humanity,  of  Christian  charity  \   when 
their  affections,  their  cares,  their  endeavours  do  mainly 
tend  to  the  advancement,  advantage,  or  delight  of  them- 
selves ;  they  little  caring  what  cometh  on  it,  who  losetb, 
who  suffereth  thereby. 

They  look  upon  themselves  as  if  they  were  all  the  world, 
and  no  man  beside  concerned  therein,  or  considerable  to 
them ;  that  the  good  state  of  things  is  to  be  measured  by 
their  condition ;  that  all  is  well,  if  they  do  prosper  and 
thrive ;  all  is  ill,  if  they  are  disappointed  in  their  desires 
and  projects. 

The  good  of  no  man,  not  of  their  brethren,  not  of  their 
friends,  not  of  their  country,  doth  come  with  them  under 
consideration ;  what  scandals  do  arise,  what  disorders  are 
committed,  what  mischiefs  are  caused,  they  matter  not,  if 
they  get  somewhat  thereby  :  what  if  the  Church  or  State 
be  reproached,  what  if  the  neighbourhood  be  offended  or 
disturbed,  what  if  the  world  cry  out  and  complain,  if  they 
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6ERM.  become  richer  by  it,  or  have  their  passion  gratified,  or  find 
some  pleasure  in  it  ? 

This  is  the  chief  spring  of  injustice ;  for  from  hence  it  is, 
that  oftentimes  men  regard  not  what  courses  they  take, 
what  means  they  use,  (how  unjust,  how  base  soever  they  be,) 
toward  the  compassing  their  designs;  hence  they  trample 
upon  right,  they  violate  all  laws  and  rules  of  conscience, 
they  falsify  their  trusts,  they  betray  thdr  friends,  they 
supplant  their  neighbour,  they  flatter  and  collogue,  they 
wind  about  and  shuffle  any  way,  they  detract  from  the  wordi 
and  virtue  of  any  man,  they  forge  and  vent  odious  slanders, 
they  commit  any  sort  of  wrong  and  outrage,  they  (without 
regard  or  remorse)  do  any  thing  which  seemeth  to  further 
their  design. 

This  is  the  great  source  of  uncbaritableness ;  for  from 
hence  men  affect  no  man  otherwise  than  he  seemeth  able  to 
serve  thrir  turn  ;  the  poor  therefore  is  ever  slighted  and 
neglected  by  them  as  unserviceable ;  the  rich  only  is  mind- 
ed and  respected  as  capable  to  promote  the  ends  j  they  be- 
come hardhearted  toward  others,  not  considering  or  com- 
miserating their  case ;  they  will  part  with  nothing  from 
themselves  to  those  who  need  their  relief;  they  delight  in 
nothing  which  doth  not  make  for  their  advantage ;  all  their 
shews  of  friendship  and  respect  are  mercenary,  and  mere 
trade ;  they  do  nothing  gratis^  or  for  love. 

This  is  the  great  root  of  all  the  disorders  and  mischiefs 
in  the  world ;  this  self-love  prompteth  men  to  those  turbu- 
lent  scraniblings  and  scufflings,  whereby  good  order  is  con- 
founded ;  this  engagcth  them  to  desert  their  stations,  to 
transgress  their  bounds,  to  invade  and  encroach  upon  others 
with  fraud  and  violence:  did  men  with  any  conscionable 
moderation  mind  and  pursue  their  own  private  interest,  all 
those  fierce  animosites,  those  fiery  contentions,  those  bitter 
emulations^  those  rancorous  grudges,  those  calumnious  sup- 
plantmgs,  those  perfidious  cozenages,  those  outrageous  vio- 
lences, those  factious  confederacies,  those  seditious  mur- 
murings  and  tumultuous  clamours,  would  vanish  and  ceasej 
self-interest  it  is  that  gives  life  and  nourishment  to  all  such 
practices,  the  which  embroil  the  world  in  discord  and  dis- 
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order.  It  is  not  out  of  pure  madness  or  wanton  humour  that  SERNT. 
conmionly  men  engage  themselves  and  others  in  those  base  I^XIL 
and  troublesome  courses,  but  out  of  design  to  get  by  it ;  hope  -^^idium 
of  gain  to  be  raked  out  of  public  ruins  and  disorders  is  the^*^  ^ 
principle  that  moveth  them,  the  reward  they  propound  to  BeUa  pe- 
themselves  for  their  pains  in  meddling,  toward  the  pi^^cyi^ot-^^ 
ing  them  ;  like  those  who  set  fire  on  the  town,  that  they 
may  get  opportunity  to  rifle  and  pillage. 

He  that  taketh  himself  to  be  as  but  one  man,  (naturally 
like  and  equal  to  others,)  conceiving  that  he  ought  to  con* 
fflder  the  interest  and  right  of  other  men  in  the  same  rank 
with  his  own,  that  he  in  reason  should  be  contented  with 
that  share  which  ariseth  to  him  by  fair  means^;  who  thence 
resolveth  to  be  satisfied  with  his  own  lot,  to  abide  quiet  in 
his  station,  to  yield  the  same  deference  and  compliance  to 
others  which  he  can  presume  or  pretend  to  receive  from 
them ;  who  desires  only  to  enjoy  the  gifts  of  Providence  and 
the  fruits  of  his  industry  in  a  due  subordination  to  the  puK 
lie  peace  and  welfare ;  he  will  not  eaaly  strive  or  stru^le 
for  preferments,  he  will  not  foment  emulations  or  factions 
for  his  advantage,  he  will  never  design  to  cozen  or  supplant, 
to  detract  or  calumniate  for  advancement  of  his  ends ;  he 
thence  will  not  contribute  to  the  mischiefs  and  troubles  in 
the  world. 

Self-interest  therefore  is  the  great  enemy  to  the  common* 
weal ;  that  which  perverteth  all  right,  which  confoundeth 
all  order,  which  spoileth  all  the  convenience  and  comfort  of 
society. 

It  is  a  practice  indeed  (this  practice  of  pursuing  self-in* 
terest  so  vehemently,  so  especially  above  all  things)  which 
is  looked  upon  and  cried  up  as  a  clear  and  certain  point  of 
wisdom ;  the  only  solid  wisdom ;  in  comparison  whereto 
those  precepts  which  prescribe  the  practice  of  strict  justice, 
ingenuous  humanity,  free  charity,  are  but  pedantical  tattles, 
or  notions  merely  chimerical  \  so  the  world  now  more  than 

'  Ut  quisque  maxime  ad  fuum  commodum  rcfert  quaecunque  agjit,  ita  mini- 
me  est  vir  bonus ;  ut  qui  Tirtutcm  prsmio  mctiantur,  nullam  viitutem  nin  ma- 
litiam  putant,  &c.    Ck,  dc  Leg.  1 
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BERM.  ever  seenKth  to  judge,  and  aoocxdii^ly  to  aet ;  and  thence 
I^XIL  is  the  stiite  of  things  yisibiy  bo  bad  and  calamitous ;  thence 
so  little  honesty  in  dealingst^  thence  so  little  settfemeiit  in 
affairs  ate  discermble.  But  how  false  that  judgmcait  is 
irill  appear  if  the  eaie  be  weighed  itL  the  balance  of  pare 
reason ;  and  most  foolifib  it  will  a jlpear,  being  seaimed  ao- 
cording  to  the  principles  of  religicte. 

In  reason  is  it  not  v^y  absurd  that  aiiy  man  should  look 
upon  himself  as  more  than  a  sii^le  person ;  that  he  should 
prefer  himself  before  another,  to  whom  he  is  not  in  atiy 
respect  superior ;  that  he  should  advance  hb  own  ooncem- 
ment  above  the  public  benefit^  whieh  eoibprehendcth  his 
gqpd,  and  without  which  his  good  cannot  Subnet  P  Can 
any  man  nttionally  oottceivd  that  he  con  fictaily  ihrito  or 
persist  in  a  quiet  and  sWeet  condition^  when  he  graspedi 
to  himself  more  than  is  due  or  fitting,  when  he  provoketh 
against  himself  the  emulation,  the  Competition^  theoppt)- 
sition,  the  hatred,  and  obloquy  of  ail  or  of  many  otheif  pci^ 
sons? 

May  not  any  man  reasonably  have  the  same  appreheil. 
ffions  and  inclinations  as  ite  may  have  ?  may  not  any  man 
justly  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  we  may  doF  wiH 
they  not,  sedng  us  mainly  to  affect  our  private  interest,  be 
induced,  and  in  a  manner  forced,  to  do  the  like  ?  Thence 
what  end  can  there  be  of  progging  and  scrambling  for 
things  P  and  in  the  confumn  thence  arising,  what  quiet, 
what  content  can  we  enjoy  P 

Again ;  Doth  not  nature,  by  implanling  in  our  consti- 
tution a  love  of  sodety  and  aversation  from  solitude,  incli- 
nations to  pity  and  humanity,  pleasimt  oomplacendes  in 
obliging  and  doing  oourtenes  to  odiers,  appetites  of  honour 
and  good  esteem  from  others,  aptness  to  approve  and  like 
the  practices  of  justice^  of  fidelity,  of  courtesy,  of  bene& 
cence,  capadties  to  yield  succour  and  benefit  to  our  bre- 
thren, dictate  unto  us,  that  our  good  is  inseparably  con- 
nected and  complicated  with  the  good  of  others,  so  that  it 
cannot  without  its  own  impairing  subsist  alone,  or  be  sever- 
ed from  the  good  of  others;  no  more  than  a  limb  can 
without  suficring  and  destruction  be  torn  from  the  whole  ? 
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l§  ih&te  tiot  to  all  men  in  some  ineamtfe,  to  «oue  men  In  8ERM« 
a  higher  degree,  a  generosity  innate,  most  lovely  and  land;.   LXU. 
able  to  all ;  whidi  dispoMth  men  witfi  their  own  pain,  hi*.""^ 
sard,  and  detriment,  to  succour  and  relieve  others  in  dia. 
trfess,  to  serve  the  public,  and  promote  the  benefit  of  sociei. 
ty ;    so  that  inordinately  to  regard  private  interest  doth 
thwart  the  reason  and  wisdom  of  nature  ? 

The  frame  of  our  nature  indeed  speaketh,  that  ve  are 
not  bom  for  ourselves ;  we  shall  find  man,  if  we  oontem- 
plate  him,  to  be  a  nobler  thing  than  to  have  been  designed 
to  serve  himself,  or  to  satisfy  his  single  pleasure ;  his  eth> 
dowments  are  too  excellent,  his  capacities  too  large  for  so 
mean  and  narrow  purposes^.  How  pitiful  a  creature  were  st  PauL 
man,  if  this  were  all  he  was  made  for  ?  how  sorry  a  faculty  ^*^  "• 
were  reason,  if  it  served  not  to  better  uses  ?  he  debaseth 
himself,  he  disgraoeth  his  nature,  jrho  hath  so  low  conceits, 
and  pursueth  so  petty  deagns. 

Nay,  even  a  true  regard  to  our  own  private  good  will 
engage  us  not  inordinately  to  pursue  self-interest ;  it  being 
much  hugged  will  be  smothered  and  destiV>yed. 

As  we  are  all  bom  members  of  the  world,  as  we  are 
compacted  into  the  commonwealth,  as  we  are  incorporated 
into  any  society,  as  we  partake  in  any  conversation  or  com- 
pany, so  by  mutual  support,  aid,  defence,  comfort,  not 
only  the  common  welfare  first,  but  our  particular  benefit 
consequently  doth  subsist;  by  hindering  or  prejudicing 
them,  the  public  first,  in  consequence  our  particular  doth 
sufier ;  our  thriving  by  the  common  prejudice  will  in  the 
end  tum  to  our  own  loss.  As  if  one  member  sucketh  too 
much  nourishment  to  itself,  and  thence  swelleth  into  an 
exorbitant  bulk,  the  whole  thence  incurreth  disease,  so 
coming  to  perish  or  languish ;  whence  consequently  that 
irtegular  member  will  iall  into  a  participation  C|f  ruin  or 
decay :    so  it  is  in  the  state  of  human  corporations ;   h^ 


*  Nee  slti,  fed  toti  natum  se  credeze  mundo, 

nullosquc  Catonis  in  actus 
Subicpiit,  panemque  tulit  tibi  nata  ▼oluptas. 
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.ftERM.  that  in  ways  unnatural  or  unjust  (for  justice  is  that  in  ha« 
LXIL  jjigp  societies,  which  nature  is  in  the  rest  of  things)  draw^. 
eth  unto  himself  the  juice  of  profit  or  pleasure,  so  as  thence 
io  grow  beyond  his  due  size,  doth  thereby  not  only  create 
distempers  in  the  public  body,  but  worketh  mischief  and 
pain  to  himself;  he  must  not  imagine  to  escape  feeling  ^ 
somewhat  of  the  inconvenience  toA,  misery  which  ariseth 
from  public  convulsions  and  disorders. 

So  doth  reason  plainly  enough  dictate;  and  religion 
with  clearer  evidence  and  greater  advantage  discovereth 
the  same. 

Its  express  precepts  are,  that  we  should  aim  to  love  our 
neighbour  as  ourselves,  and  therefore  should  tender  his 
interests  as  our  own ;    that  we  should  not  in  competition 
With  the  greater  good  of  our  neighbour  regard  our  own 
lesser  good ;  that  we  should  not  seek  our  own  things,  but 
concern  ourselves  in  the  good  of  others ;    that  we  should 
not  consult  our  own  ease  and  pleasure,  but  should  content- 
FhiL  iL  4.  edly  bear  the  burdens  of  our  brethren :  Look  not  &Qery  man 
to  his  own  things j  but  every  man  also  to  the  things  of 
1  Cot.ji.%i. others ;  Let  no  man  seek  his  own,  bid  every  man  another's 
GaL  ii.  6.   wealth :  Bear  one  another^s  burdens^  and  so  Jidfil  the  lam 
1  Cor.  ^qf  Christ;    ChaHty  seeketh  not  its  own :   these  are  aposto- 
lical precepts  and  aphorisms ;  these*  are  fundamental  rules 
and  maxims  of  our  holy  religion. 

It  chargeth  us  industriously  to  employ  our  pains,  libe- 
rally to  expend  our  goods,  yea  (in  some  cases)  willingly 
to  expose  and  devote  our  lives  for  the  benefit  of  our  bre- 
thren. 

It  recommendeth  to  us  the  examples  of  those  who  have 
underwent  unspeakable  pains,  losses,  disgraces,  troubles, 
and  inconveniencies  of  all  kinds,  for  the  furthering  the  good 
of  others ;  the  examples  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Apostles, 
who  never  in  any  case  regarded  their  own  interests,  but 
spent  and  sacrificed  themselves  to  the  public  welfare  of 
mankind. 

It  representeth  us  not  only  as  brethren  of  one  family, 
who  should  tlicrefore  kindly  favour,  assist,  and  grace  one 
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another^  but  as  members  of  one  sjnritual  body,  (members  SERlt. 
cfU  ^fanotheTi)  compacted  by  the  closest  bauds  of  common  LXII. 
alliance,  affection,  and  interest;  whose  good  much  consist- £^^7^j]^ 
e^h  in  the  good,  of  each  other;  who  should  together  rejoice,  i  Cor^  ziL 
and  condole  with  one  another;  who  should  care  for  one  Bom.  siL 
another^s  good  as  for  our  own ;  looking  upon  ourselves  to  ^^ 
gain  by  the  advantage,  to  thrive  in  the  prosperity,  to  be  re- 
freshed with  the  joy,  to  be  graced  with  the  honour,  to  be 
endamaged  by  the  losses,  to  be  afiicted  with  the  crosses 
of  our  brethren ;  so  that,  ^  as  St  Paul  saith,  one  member  1  Cor.  idU 
suffer^  aU  the  members  suffer  xvUk  it ;  if  one  member  be 
honouredf  aU  the  members  rejoice  with  it. 

These  which  I  have  already  handled  are  the  principal 
kinds  of  vicious  self-love ;  there  are  farther  some  special 
acts  of  kin  to  them,  sprouting  from  the  same  stock;  which 
I  shall  touch :  such  as  Vain-Glori/f  Arrogance^  Talking 
of  One's  Selfi  Thinking  about  One's  Self.  Of  these  I  shall 
treat  more  briefly. 


sc. 
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SERMON  LXIIL 


OF  VAIN-GLORY,    ARROGANCE,    TALKING  AND 
THINKING  OF  ONE'S  SELF. 


S  Tim.  ill.  9. 
Far  men  skaU  be  lovers  of  themselves j  Sfc. 

OP  VAIN-GLORY. 

SERM.    Vv  HSK  a  regard  to  the  opnion  or  desire  of  the  esteem 

LXIIL  ^f  jjjgj^  jg  ^^  msiti  principle  from  which  their  actions  do 

proceed,  or  the  chief  end  which  they  propound  to  them* 

selves,  instead  of  conscience  of  duty,  love  and  reverence  of 

God,  hope  of  the  rewards  promised,  a  sober  regard  to  their 

true  good,  this  is  vain-giory.     Such  was  the  vain-glory  of 

Matt.  H.    the  Pharisees,  who  fasted,  who  prayed,  who  gave  alms,  who 

^'^    did  oB  their  works  that  they  might  be  seen  ofmen^  and  from 

them  obtain  the  reward  of  estimation  and  applause :  this  is 

Flifl.  iL  8.  that  which  St  Paul  forbiddeth ;  Let  nothing  be  dime  out 

of  strife  or  vain-glory. 

When  men  affect  and  delight  in  praise  from  mean  or 
indifferent  things;  as  from  secular  dignity,  power,  wealth, 
strength,   beauty,   wit,   learning,  eloquence,  wisdom,  or 
PnL  lUz.  craft :  as.  There  are  many^  saith  the  Psalmist,  ihai  boast 
^  themselves  in  the  multitude  of  their  riches.     Nebuchad- 

nezzar was  raised  with  the  conceit  of  having  built  a  palace 
for  the  glory  of  his  majesty,  Herod  was  puffed  with 
applause  for  his  oration,  the  Philosophers  were  vain  in 
^A^M99rtt  the  esteem  procured  by  their  pretence  to  wisdom,  the 
BomTTss.  Phc^™®^  ^^^  elevate^  with  the  pnuse  accruing  from  ex- 
ternal acts  oi  jnety,  (fasting  twice  a  week,  making  long 
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prayers,  tithing  mint  and  cumin ;)  all  which  things  bang  SERM. 
in  themselves  of  little  worth,  the  affecting  of  praise  from  LXIIL 
them  is  manifestly  frivolous  and  vain.      Honour  should  be  ' 

affected  only  from  true  virtue'and  really  good  works.  Bom.  iL  7. 

Those  who  seek  glory  from  evil  things,  ("who  glory  in 
their  shame,)  from  presumptuous  transgression  of  Grod'^s 
law,  (hectorly  profaneness  and  debauchery,)  from  outrage* 
ous  violence,  from  overreaching  craft,  or  from  any  bad  qua- 
lity, are  not  only  vain-glorious,  but  impudent. 

When  men  affect  praise  immoderately,  not  being  content 
with  that  measure  of  good  reputation  which  natundly  doth 
arise  from  a  virtuous  and  blameless  life: 

As  ail  other  goods,  so  this  should  be  affected  moderately. 

It  is  not  worth  mdustry,  or  a  direct  aim. 

When  they  are  unwilling  to  part  with  the  esteem  of 
men  iipon  any  account,  but  rather  will  desert  their  duty 
than  endure  disgrace,  prizing  the  opinion  of  men  before  the 
favour  and  approbation  of  God ;  as  it  is  said  of  those  rul- 
ers, who  believed  in  our  Lordy  bui  becauee  of  ike  Pharisees  Johxk  xu. 
did  nof  ccmfess  hAm,  that  they  might  not  bejput  out  of  the 
synagogue;  for  they  loved  the  glory  qfmenj  rather  than  the 
^cry  that  is  of  God ;  and  those  to  whom  our  Saviour  said. 
How  am  ye  beUeve,  who  receive  giory/rom  one  anothery  6tt^«^<*n  ▼•  **• 
donot  seekihe  ghrythaiis  of  Godf 

When  they  pursue  it  irr^ularly,  are  cunning  and  po- 
litic to  procure  it,  hunt  for  it  in  oblique  ways,  ky  gins, 
traps,  and  baits  for  it ;  such  are  ostentation  of  things  com- 
mendable, fair  speeches,  kind  looks  and  gestures,  devoid 
of  sincerity,  &c.  Such  ways  ambitious  and  popular  men 
do  use. 

This  practice  is  upon  many  accounts  vain  and  culpable,  t#  %ir%>Xt 
and  it  produceth  great  inconvenience.  '^*  ^^ 

1.  It  is  vfun,  because  unprofitable.     Is  it  not  a  foolish  leittrvfu 
thing  for  a  man  to  affect  that  which  little  concerneth  him  to  ^"'  ^^' 
have,  which  having  he  is  not  considerably  benefited?  Such 
manifestly  is  the  good  opinion  of  men;  how  doth  that  reach 
us  ?  Do  we  feel  the  commotions  of  their  fancy  ?  Doth  their . 
breath  blow  us  any  good  ? 
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SERM.       S.  It  is  vain,  because  uncertain.     How  easily  are  the 
LXlIJ.  judpjients  of  men  altered  !  how  fickle  are  their  conceits  I 
Qui  dedit    the  wind  of  heaven  is  not  more  fleeting  and  variable  than 
tru  Iwieiet  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  popular  air.     In  a  trice  the  case  is  turned  with 
idem.         them;  they  admire  and  scorn,  they  approve  and  condemn; 
they  applaud  and  reproach,  they  court  and  persecute  the 
same  person,  as  their  faiicy  is  casually  moved,  or  as  for- 
tune doth  favour  a  person.     Histories  are  full  of  instances 
of  persons  who  have  been  rtow  the  favourites  of  the  people, 
presently  the  objects  of  their  hatred  and  obloquy. 
— Staltm       3.  It  is  vain,  because  unsatisfactory.     How  can  a  man 
Sepe  dat    he  satisfied  with  the  opinion  of  bad  judges ;   who  esteem  a 
indlgnis.     nian  without  good  grounds^  commonly  for  things  not  de- 
serving regard;   who  cannot  discern  those  tilings  which 
really  deserve  esteem,  good  principles  and  honest  intention  ? 
These  only  God  can  know,  these  only  wise  and  good  men 
can  well  guess  at :  it  is  therefore  vain  much  to  prize  any 
judgment  but  that  of  Grod,  and  of  wise  men,  which  are  but 
few.     Praise  becometh  not  the  mouth  ofajbol, 
Falmif  ho*      How  also  can  a  man  rationally  be.  pleased  with  the  com- 
uor  juvat,   mendation  of  others,  who  is  sensible  of  his  so  great  defects, 
Quem  md  and  conscious  to  himself  of  so  many  miscarriages  ?  which 
considering,  he  should  be  ashamed  to  receive,  he  should 
in  himself  blush  to  own  any  praise. 

4.  It  is  vain,  because  fond.  It  is  ugly  and  unseemly  to 
men ;  they  despise  nothing  more  than  acting  out  of  this 
principle.  It  mis1)ecometh  a  man  to  perform  things  for  so 
pitiful  a  reward,  or  to  look  upon  it  as  a  valuable  recom- 
pense for  his  performances,  there  being  considerations  so 
vastly  greater  to  induce  and  encourage  him ;  the  satisfac- 
tion of  conscience,  the  pleasing  God,  and  procuring  his  fa- 
vour ;  the  obtaining  eternal  happiness. 

5.  It  is  vain,  because  unjust  If  we  seek  glory  to  our- 
selves, we  wrong  God  thereby,  to  whom  the  glory  thereof 
is  due.  If  there  be  in  us  any  natural  endowment  considera- 
ble,  (strength,  beauty,  wit,)  it  is  from  God,  the  author 
of  our  being  and  life :  is  there  any  supervenient'  or  acqui- 
site  perfection,  (as  skill,  knowledge,  wisdom  ;)  it  is  from 
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God,  who  gave  us  the  means  and  opportunities  of  getting  SERM. 
it,  who  guided  our  proceeding  and  blessed  our  industry :  LXIII. 
is  there  any  advantage  of  fortune  belonging  to  us,  (as  dig-  ^ 

nity,  power,  wealth ;)  it  is  the  pft  of  Grod  who  dispenseth 
these  things,  who  disposeth  all  things  by  his  providence : 
is  diere  any  virtuous  disposition  in  us,  or  any  good  work 
performed  by  us ;  it  is  the  production  of  God,  tcho  work- 
eth  in  ««  io  wiU  an4  to  do  according  to  his  good  pleasure :  PhiL  U.  \% 
have  we  any  good  that  we  can  call  our  own,  that  we  have 
independently  and  absolutely  made  or  purchased  to  our- 
selves ;  if  not  any,  why  do  we  assume  to  ourselves  the 
glory  of  it,  as  if  we  were  its  makers  or  authors ;  it  is  St 
PauPs  expostulation ;  Who  made  thee  to  differ  f  what  i  Cor.  r.  7 
hast  thouy  which  thou  didst  iiot  receive  f  and  if  thou  didst 
receive  it,  why  dost  thou  glory j  or  if  thou  hadst  not  ^eceixi- 
ed  itt 

This  is  that  which  maketh  this  vice  iIq  odious  to  Grod, 
who  is  sensible  of  the  ipjury  done  him,  in  robbing  him  of 
his  due  honour :  how  sensible  he  is  he  shewed  in  that  great 
instance  of  smiting  Herod  with  a  miraculous  vengeance  ; 
because  he  did  not  give  the  glory  to  God^  but  arrogated  Actii^iLtS. 
glory  to  himself,  receiving  with  complacence  the  profane 
JSatteries  of  the  people.  He  hath  sidd,  /  wiU  not  give  my 
glory  to  another. 

0.  It  is  vain,  because  mischievous.  It  corruptelh  our 
mind  with  a  lewd  pleasure,  which  choketh  the  purer  plea, 
sures  of  a  good  conscience,  spiritual  joy  and  peace. 

It  incenseth  God^s  displeasure,  who  cannot  endure  to  see 
us  act  out  of  so  mean  and  base  a  principle. 

It  depriveth  us  of  the  reward  due  to  good  works,  per- 
formed out  of  pure  conscience,  and  other  genuine  principles 
of  piety.     •Afffp^wtfi  rh  (M(^i»,     Thiey  have  their  reward.        j^ian,  ^  1, 

7.  It  is  vain,  because  unbeseeming  us. 

It  is  observable,  that  the  word  77}V  signifieth  to  praise 
pr  applaud,  and  also  to  infatuate  or  make  mad. 

Glory  doth  sit  unhandsomely  upon  us,  who  are  so  weak 
and  frail,  who  are  so  impure  and  sinful,  who  are  so  liable 
^o  reproach  and  blame  :    it  is  like  purple  on  a  beggar^a 
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SERM .  panegyric  upon  a  fly.    When  all  is  said  that  cdn  be  well  of 

*  ^s,  we  are  ridiculous,  because  a  thousand  times  more  might 

Job  xiL  IT.  ^  ^^  ^  ^^^  disparagement  and  disgrace.     For  ope  good 

^xliv.25.  quality  we  have  many  bad,  for  one  good  deed  we  have  done 

•.  ii. «.      numberless  evil.     The  best  things  we  have  or  do,  y*eld 

greater  matter  of  dispraise  than  commendation,  being  full 

of  imperfection  and  blemish. 

Absolutely  so ;  comparatively  much  more ;  what  are  we 
in  comparison  to  Grod ;  whose  excellency  if  we  consider^  and 
our  distance  from  his  perfections,  how  can  we  admit  com^ 
mendation  ?  how  can  we  take  any  share  of  that  which  is 
wholly  lus  due  ? 

If  we  consider  even  the  blessed  angels  and  saints,  and 
how  far  short  we  come  of  them ;  what  can  we  say,  but 
praise  them  who  are  so  worthy,  and  abhor  our9elves  who 
are  so  vile  ? 

Seeing  there  are  such  objects  of  praise,  how  can  it  be  cpn« 
ferred  on  a  mortal,  vile,  wretched  creature  ? 

OF  ARROGANCE. 

When  a  man  (pufled  up  with  conceit  of  his  own  abilities, 
or  unmeasurably  affecting  himself)  doth  assume  to  himself 
that  which  doth  not  belong  to  him ;  (more  than  in  reason 
and  justice  is  his  due  in  apy  kind,  more  honour,  more  pow- 
er, more  wisdom,  &c:) 

When  he  encroacheth  on  the  rights,  invadeth  the  liber- 
ties, intrudeth  into  the  offices,  intermeddleth  with  the  busi- 
nesses, imposeth  on  the  judgments  of  others.  When  he 
will  be  advising,-  teaching,  guiding,  checking,  controlling 
others,  without  their  leave  or  liking. 

When  he  will  unduly  be  exercising  judgment  and  cen- 
sure upon  the  persons,  qualities,  and  actions  of  liis  neigh- 
bour. 

These  are  instances  and  arguments  of  vicious  self-love. 
He  that  doth  rightly  understand  and  duly  affect  himself, 
will  contain  himself  within  his  own  bounds,  will  mind  his 
own  affairs,  will  suffer  every  man  undisturbedly  to  use  his 
own  right  and  liberty  in  jud^n^  and  acting. 

The  effects  of  this  practice  are,  dissensions,  dissatisfac- 
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tkni^  gradgoB,  &e.  for  men  oaimot  endure  such  fond  and  SERM. 
unjust  umrpations  upon  their  rights^  tber  Ubertiefl^  thdr  ^^^^^' 
l-eputations. 

OF  TALKING  OF  ON£*S  SELF. 

ibffoumXvyia  Talking  about  on^i  seJfiA  an  elFeet  and  nuk 
nifest  sign  of  immoderate  self-love. 

It  may  seem  a  very  slender  and  particular  matter,  but  is 
of  great  use  to  be  considered  and  corrected. 

To  talk  much  of  one^a  self,  of  his  own  qualities,  of  Us 
concernments,  of  hb  actions,  so  as  dther  downrigfatly  to 
commend  one^s  self,  or  obliquely  to  innnuate  grounds  of 
commendation ;  to  catch  at  praise;  Or,  however,  to  drive 
on  our  own  deigns  and  interests  thereby. 

Ijt  is  an  argument  of  self-love,  proceeding  from  a  Mness 
of  thought  concerning  one*s  self,  and  a  fond  affection  to 
one^s  own  things ;  (0\d  of  the  abu/ndcmce  of  ihe  heart  iheum,  «ii» 
mouih  speaketh  ;  assuredly  we  think  mudi  of  that,  and  we^ 
like  it  greatly,  concerning  which  we  are  prompt  to  discourse: 
the  imaginations  and  aSec^ons  discharge  themselves  at  the 
mouth.) 

This  is  a  foolish  and  hurtful  practice.    For, 

1.  It  is  vain,  and  hath  no  effect    We  thereby  seek  to 
recommend  ourselves  to  the  opinion  of  men ;  but  we  fail 
therein ;  for  our  words  gain  no  belief.    For  no  man  is  look- 
ed upoi)  as  a  good  judge  or  a  faithful  witness  in  his  own 
case ;  a  good  judge  and  a  faithful  witness,  must  be  indif-t 
ferent  and  disinterested ;  but  every  man  is  esteemed  to  be 
favourable,  to  be  partial  in  his  opinion  concerning  himself; 
im  be  apt  to  strain  a  point  of  truth  and  right  in  pasang  tesw 
timony  or  sentence  upon  himself:  he,  therefore,  that  speak* 
eth  of  himself  is  not  believed,  his  words  have  no  good  effect 
on  the  hearers :  it  is  true  what  the  Wise  Man  observeth  ; 
Most  men  will  proclaim  every  one  his  own  goodness,  but  tfptor.n^si 
JaiihfvX  m4m  who  canjlndf  (but  it  is  hard  to  find  one  who, 
in  making  report  or  pa»dng  judgment  concerning  himself, 
viU  be  faithful  and  just.)     Ka«xa«Sai  i  evftfigu  /uh.  tCot^Ali 

8.  Yea  it  usually  hath  a  contrairy  effect,  and  destroyeth 
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6ERM.  that  whidi  it  aimeth  at.      SdUUxnmnendatkMi  is  gp  fiur 
^^^^'  fifom  procuring  a  good  dpinion,  that  it  brecdeth  an  evil 
one. 

Men  have  a  prejudice  agunst  what  is  said,  as  proceeding 

finom  a  suspacted  witness ;  one  who  is  biassed  by  self-love, 

•Cor.z.l8band  bribed  by  self-interest  to  inipose  upon  t^eip.    Hot  he 

that  cammendeih  himself  is  appnyped. 
tCor.x.  13.     It  is  fastidious,  as  impertinent,  insignificant,  and  in^jud; 
m  ^t^'^^^^^^  ^^  ^'^^  beating  their  ears  to  no  purpose ;  they 
rviidiv.      take  it  for  an  injury  to  suppose  them  so  weak  as  to  be  moved 
by  sudi  words,  ot  forced  into  a  good  concdt 

It  is  odious  and  invidious;  for  sll  men  do  love  them- 
selves, no  less  than  ^e  ourselves ;  and  qannot  endure  to 
see  those  who  affect  to  advance  theipselves  and  reign  in  our 

It-  prompteth  them  to  speak  evil  of  us ;  to  search  for 
fiiults  to  cool  and  check  us. 

It  is  therefore  a  preposterous  /md  vain  way  to  think  of 
gaining  credit  and  love :  men  thereby  infalUbly  lose  or  de- 
press themselves. 

Of  all  words  those  which  express  ourselves  and  our  things, 
/  and  mine  J  Sec, are  the  least  pleasing  to  men'^s  ears. 

It  spoileth  conversation ;  for  he  that  loveth  to  speak  of 
liimself,  doth  least  love  to  hear  others  speak  of  themselves, 
and  so  is  not  attentive, 

{f  a  man  have  worthy  qualities  and  do  good  deeds,  let 
them  speak  for  him ;  they  will  of  themselves  extort  com- 
mendation ;  his  silence  about  them,  his  seemine  to  neglect 
them,  wiU  enhance  their  worth  in  the  opinion  of  meh. 
Prating  about  them,  obtruding  them  lipon  men,  will 'mar 
their  credit ;  inducing  men  to  think  them  done  not  out  of 
love  to  virtue,  but  for  a  vmn-glorious  design.  Thus  did 
Tly^m  «.  Cicero,  thus  have  ffiany  others  blasted  the  glory  of  their 
^f^    yirtuous  deeds, 

« Cof.  xiL  8.  Supponng  you  get  the  belief  and  the  praise  you  aim 
a  Ctr.  zi.  Aty  to  have  complacence  therein  is  bad  or  dangerous ;  it  is 
^^  a  fond  satisfaction,  it  is  a  vicious  pleasure ;  it  puffeth  up,  it 

|)efool^th* 
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Jk.  Itisi^nst  iqodesty.     It  argueth  tlie  man  liath  a  SERM. 
high  opinion  of  himself:    if  he  believe  himself  what  he  LXIII.' 
saith,  he  hath  so;  if  not,  why  would  he  persuade  others  to 
have  it  ? 

Modesty  cannot  without  pain  hear  others  9peak  of  hiiUy  nor 
can  with  any  graoe  receive  commendations ;  it  is  therefor^ 
great  impudence  to  speak  of  himself,  and  to  seek  pr^se. 

5.  We  may  observe  it  to  be  a  great  temptation  to  speak 
falsely.  Men,  when  «ihey  affect  commendation,  will  gladly 
have  it  to  the  utmost ;  are  loath  to  wrong  themselves,  or  to 
lose  any  thing ;  they  will  therefore  at  least  speak  to  tlie 
extreme  bounds  of  what  may  be  said  in  their  own  behalf; 
and  while  they  run  upon  the  extreme  borders  qf  truth,  it 
is  hard  to  stop  their  career,  so  as  not  to  launch  forth  into 
falsehood :  it  is  hard  to  stand  upon  the  brink,  without 
falling  into  the  ditch. 

It  i9  therefore  advisable  in  our-  discourse  to  leave  our- 
selves out  as  much  as  may  be ;  never,  if  we  can  help  it, 
to  say,  /,  mine^  &c.  never  seeking,  commonly  shunning  and 
declining  occasion  to  speak  of  ourselves;  it  will  bring 
much  convctnience  and  benefit  to  us. 

Our  discourse  will  not  be  offensive ;  we  shall  decline  envy 
§nd  obloquy ;  we  shall  avoid  being  talked  of;  we  shall  escape 
temptations  of  vanity;  we  shall  better  attend  to  what  others 
say>  &c. 

If  we  will  be  speaking  of  ourselves,  it  is  allowable  tq 
speak  sincerely  and  unaffectedly  concerning  our  infirmities 
and  faults ;  as  St.  Paul  does  of  himself. 

There  are  some  cases  wherein  a  man  may  commend  him^  ^  Cor.  i^ 
self;  as  in  his  own  defence,  to  maintain  his  authority,  to^-^-SO. 
urge  his  example,  &c.  so  doth  St.  Paul  often.     He  calleth  ^.^  x^^^l 
it  folly  to  boast,  (because  generally  such  it  is,)  yet  he  doth  '•'•"»•'•»•• 
it  for  those  ends. 

Let  another  praise  tJ^e,  and  not  thine  omn  mouUi ;  a  Vtov.  xxyU, 
ttranger^  and  not  thine  own  lips. 

THINKING  OF  OURSELVES. 

Tliinking  qfourselv^  vnih  glee  and  pleasure  ;  this  is  a 
jfTcat  nourisher  of  immoderate  self-love  ;  for  the  more  they 
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SERM.  indulge  to  a  gazing  upon  themsdves  with  deHght,  the 
^^^^*  more  they  grow  in  love,  the  more  pamioDately  they  ocmie 
to  dote  on  themselves. 

It  is  good  to  reflect  inward,  and  to  view  our  sonb; 
but  we  should  do  it  so  as  to  find  a  wholesome  displeasure 
and  regret  in  beholding  ourselves  so  foul  and  impure,  so 
weak  and  defectuous,  so  ugly  and  deformed :  if  we  do  thus, 
Vire  shall  not  over-love  ourselves. 

Some  general  Remedies  of  Self^Love. 

1.  To  reflect  upon  ourselves  seriously  and  impartially, 
considering  our  natural  nothingness,  meanness,  baseness, 
imperfection,  infirmity,  unworthiness ;  the  meanness  and  im- 
perfection of  our  nature,  the  defects  and  ddbrmities  of  our 
souls,  the  failings  and  misdemeanours  of  our  lives.  He  that 
doeth  this  cannot  surely  find  himself  lovely,  and  must  there- 
fore take  it  fqr  very  absurd  todote  on  himself.  Hewillrath^ 
be  induced  to  dislike,  despise,  abhor,  and  loathe  himself. 

3.  To  consider  the  loveliness  of  other  beings  superior  to 
us;  comparing  them  with  ourselves,  and  observing  hqw 
very  far  in  excellency,  worth,  and  beauty  they  transcenci 
ns ;  which  if  we  do,  we  must  appear  no  fit  objects  of  love, 
we  must  be  choked  in  our  dotage,  and  diverted  from  this 
fond  affection  to  ourselves.  It  cannot  bi^t  dazzle  our  eyes 
and  dull  our  affections  to  ourselves. 

If  we  view  the  qualities  and  examples  of  other  men, 
who  in  worth,  in  wisdom,  in  virtue,  and  piety,  do  far  excel 
us ;  their  noble  endowments,  their  heroical  achievements ; 
what  they  have  done  and  su£[ered  in  obedience  to  Grod^ 
(their  strict  temperance  and  austerity,  their  laborious  in- 
dustry, their  self-denial,  their  patience,  8ec.)  how  can  we 
but  in  comparison  despise  and  loathe  ourselves  ? 

If  we  consider  the  blessed  angels  and  siunts  in  glory  and 
bliss;  their  purity,  their  humility,  their  obedience;  how 
can  we  think  of  ourselves  without  contempt  and  abhor- 
rence ? 

Especially  if  we  contemplate  the  perfection;i  the  ]purity^ 
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jthe  majesty  of  God ;  how  must  this  infinitely  debase  us  in  SERM. 
our  opinion  concerning  ourselves,  and  consequently  dimU  LXIIL 
nish  our  fond  affection  toward  things  so  vile  and  unworthy? 

8.  To  study  the  acqui^tion  and  improvement  of  charity 
toward  God  and  our  neighbour.  This  will  employ  and 
transfer  our  affections ;  these  drawing  our  souls  outward, 
and  settling  them  upon  other  objectS|  will  abolish  pr  abate 
the  perverse  love  toward  ourselves. 

4.  To  consider,  that  we  do  owe  all  we  are  and  have  to 
the  free  bounty  and  grace  of  Qod ;  hence  we  shall  see  that 
nothing  of  esteem  or  affection  is  due  to  ourselves;  but  all 
to  him,  who  is  the  fountain  and  author  of  all  our  good. 

5.  To  direct  our  minds  wholly  toward  those  things 
which  rational  self-love  requireth  us  to  regar8  and  seek  3 
to  concern  ourselves  in  getting  virtue,  in  performing  our 
duty,  in  promoting  our  salvation,  and  arriving  to  happi- 
ness;  this  will  divert  us  from  vanity:  a  sober  self-love  will 
ptifle  the  other  fond  self-love. 


SERMON  LXIV, 


PROVIDE  THINGS  HONEST  IN  THE  SIGHT  OF  ALL 

MEN. 


Rom.  xii.  17. 
Provide  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men. 

T^v '       ^^  yfovXdi  apparently  is  come  to  that  pass,  that  men  com- 

L  monly  are  afraid  or  ashamed  of  religious  practice,  hardly 

daring  to  own  their  Maker  by  a  conscientious  observance  of 
his  laws.  While  profaneness  and  wickedness  are  grown 
In.  iu.  9.  outrageously  bold,  so  that  many  declare  their  sin  as  Sodom; 
piety  and  virtue  are  become  pitifully  bashful,  so  that  how 
few  have  the  heart  and  the  face  openly  to  maintain  a  due 
regard  to  them  ?  Men  in  nothing  appear  so  re^rved  and 
shy  as  in  avowing  their  conscience,  in  discovering  a  sense 
of  their  duty,  in  expressing  any  fear  of  God,  any  love  of 
goodness,  any  concern  for  their  own  soul.  It  is  wisdom,  as 
they  conceive,  to  compound  with  Gtxl,  and  to  collude  with 
the  world ;  reserving  for  God  some  plf|ce  in  their  heart,  or 
yielding  unto  him  some  private  acknowledgment ;  while  in 
their  public  demeanour  they  conform  to  the  world,  in  com^ 
mission  of  sip,  or  neglect  of  their  duty ;  supposing  that 
God  may  be  satisfied  with  the  invisible  part  of  his  service, 
while  men  are  gratified  hy  visible  compliance  with  their  un- 
gracious humours. 

Such  proceeding  is  built  on  divers  very  fallacious,  ab- 
surd, and  inconsistent  grounds  or  pretences ;  yrhereby  me^, 
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egregiously  do  abuse  themsdves  and  would  impose  on  SERMl 
others;  namely  these,  and  the  like  :  LXIV. 

They  would  not,  by  a  fair  show  and  semblance  of  piety,  " 

give  cause  to  be  taken  for  hypocrites;  whereas,  by  dii-^ 
sembling  their  conscience,  and  seeming  to  have  no  Jear  of 
God  before  their  et/eSf  they  incur  an  hypocrisy  no  less  cri- 
minal in  nature,  but  far  more  dangerous  in  consequence^' 
than  is  that  which  they  pretend  to  dechne. 

They  would  not  be  apprehended  Tain-glorious  for. 
affecting  to  serve  God  in  the  view  of  men;  whereas  often 
at  the  bottom  of  their  demeanour  a  most  wretched  and  worse 
than  Pharisiucal  vain-glory  doth  lie ;  they  forbearing  the 
performance  of  their  duty  merely  to  shun  the  censure  or  to 
gain  the  respect  of  the  vilest  and  vainest  persons. 

They  would  be  deemed  exceedingly  honest  em^  sincere, 
because  forsooth  all  their  piety  is  cordial,  pure,  and  void 
of  sinister  regards  to  popular  esteem ;  whereas  partial  in* 
tegrity  is  gross  nonsense;  whereas  no  pretence  can  be 
more  vain,  than  that  we  hold  a  faithful  friendship  or 
hearty  respect  for  Grod,  whom  we  openly  disclaim  or  dis^ 
regard ;  whereas  also  it  is  easily  discernible,  that  although 
their  piety  is  not,  yet  their  impiety  is  popular,  and  affected 
to  ingratiate  with  men< 

They  would  be  taken  for  men  of  brave^  courageous,  and 
masculine  spirits,  exdted  above  the  weaknesses  of  supersti- 
tion and  scrupulosity ;  whereas  indeed,  out  of  the  basest 
cowardice,  and  a  dread  to  ofiend  sorry  people,  they  have 
not  a  heart  to  act  accordmg  to  their  duty,  their  judgment, 
their  best  interest. 

They  would  seem  very  modest  in  concealing  their  virtue;  ^ 
while  yet  they  are  most  impudent  in  disclosing  their  want 
of  conscience;    while  they  are  so  presumptuous  toward 
God,  as  to  proDoke  him  to  his  Jhcehj  their  disobedience ;  j^  j,^,  ^^ 
while  they  are  not  ashamed  to  wrong  and  scandalize  their  «^?*  ^  17« 
brethren  by  their  ill  behaviour.  ^'^ 

They  would  not  be  uncivil  or  discourteous  in  thwarting 
the  mind  and  pleasure  of  their  company ;  as  if  in  the 
Mean  time  they  might  be  most  rude  toward  God    in 
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iSERM.  affit>ntii^  his  will  and  authority ;  as  if  any  nile  of  civility 

LXIV>  could  oblige  a  man  to  forfeit  his  salvation ;  as  if  it  were 

ndt  rather  most  cruel  discourtesy  and  barbarous  inhu« 

manity  to  countenance  or  encourage  any  man  in  courses 

tending  to  his  ruin. 

They  would  not  h^  singular  and  uncouth,  in  discosting 
from  the  common  road  or  fashion  of  men ;  as  if  it  were 
better  to  leave  the  common  duty  than  the  common  faults 
of  men ;  as  if  wisdom  and  vii^ue  were  ever  the  most  vul- 
gar things;  as  if  the  way  to  heaven  were  the  broadest 
and  the  most  beaten  way ;  as  if  rarity  should  abate  the 
price  of  good  things ;  as  if  conspiracy  in  rebellion  against 
God  might  justify  or  excuse  the  fact ;  as  if  it  were  advis-" 
able  to  march  to  hell  in  a  troop,  or  comfortable  to  lie 
there  for  ever  among  the  damned  crew  of  associates  in 
wickedness. 

They  cannot  endure  to  be  accounted  zealots  or  bigots  iii 
religion ;  as  if  a  man  could  love  or  fear  God  too  much ; 
or  be  over-faithful  and  careful  in  serving  him  ;  as  if  to  be 
most  earnest  and  solicitous  (not  in  promoting  our  own  fan- 
cies^  but)  in  dischar^ng  our  plun  duties  could  be  justly 
reproachable,  or  were  not  indeed  highly  commendable. 

These  things  I  may  hereafter  fully  declare ;  in  the  mean 
time  it  is  manifest  that  such  a  practice  is  extremely  preju- 
dicial to  reli^on  and  goodness;  so  that  it  may  be  very 
useful  to  employ  our  meditations  upon  this  text  of  the 
Apostle,  which  directly  doth  oppose  and  prohibit  it 

The  same  text  he  otherwhere  (in  his  second  Epistle  to 
the  Corintluans)  doth  repeat  in  the  same  terms,  (only  in« 
serting  a  clause  more  fully  explaining  his  sense,)  bhcking 
his  precept  with  his  own  example;  for  We,  saith  he 
there,  did  so  manage  the  business  of  collecting  and  dis- 
2  Cor.  vm.  pensing  alms,  as  to  avoid  that  any  man  should  blame  ua  in 
*^5  *^*  this  abundance  which  is  administered  by  us ;  providing  for 
honest  things j  not  only  in  the  sight  ^  the  Lordy  but  in  the 
sight  of  men. 

The  words  do  imply  a  precept  of  very  large  extent,  and 
touching  a  great  part  of  our  duty ;  even  all  thereof  which 


PraoideTkkigfhoiuttinatSi^tfaaMen.  223 

k  puUic  and  visible ;  for  which  we  are  accountable  to  the  SERM» 
world,    whereof  man  can  take  any  oognizanoe;    which  LXIV* 
concemeth  all  our  qpeech  and  conversation,  all  oiir  dealing 
and  commerce^  all  our  deportment  relating  to  human  ao* 
dety,  civil  or  sfnrituaL 

I  shall  firstalittle  consider  its  meaning  and  dedgn;  thai 
%  shall  propose  reasons  and  inducements  to  its  observance ; 
then  I  shall  declare  the  folly  of  those  prinaples  and  pre- 
tences which  obstruct  that  observance. 

I.  The  meaning  of  it  is,  that  we  should  have  a  spedal 
care  of  our  external  demeanour  and  conversation,  which 
Cometh  under  the  view  and  observation  of  men ;    that  it 
be  exempted  from  any  offence  or  blame ;   yea,  that  it  be'Afufunm. 
comely  and  commendable.  'Any^xnm* 

The  terms  in  which  it  b  expressed  are  notably  emphatl-Col.  i  ss. 
cal ;  we  are  directed  «r^«pwa»,  ioprovidey  to  use  a  providence 
and  forecast  in  the  case :  ere  we  undertake  any  design,  we 
should  deliberate  with  ourselves,  and  consider  on  what 
theatre  we  shall  act,  what  persons  will  be  spectators,  what 
conceits  our  practice  may  raise  in  them,  and  what  influence 
probably  it  wiU  have  on  them.  We  should  not  rush  on  into 
the  public  view  with  a  precipitant  rashness,  or  blind  negli- 
gence, or  contemptuous  disregard,  not  caring  who  standeth  in 
our  way,  who  marketh  what  we  do,  what  consequence  our 
proceeding  may  have  on  the  score  of  its  being  public  and  visi- 
ble :  we  should  advise  beforehand,  lay  our  business,  and  on  set 
purpose  order  our  behaviour  with  a  regard  to  those  to  whose 
sight  and  notice  we  expose  it,  foreseeing  how  our  actions 
may  affect  or  incline  them.  So  we  must  provide;  what 
things  ?  xaX£^  things  fair  and  handsome ;  things  not  only 
good,  innocent,  and  inoffensivetothesightof  men;  but  goodly, 
pleasant,  and  acceptable  to  well-disposed  beholders ;  such  as 
our  Apostle  doth  otherwhere  recommend,  when  he  chargeth 
us  to  regard,  Sao.  ^fjuA,  whatever  things  are  vefierable^  AnocFha.  iv.  & 
^gottfiTJ^  whatever  things  are  lovely^  8^  fvpfi/ia,  whatever  things 
are  tfgpoi  report^  t!  m  mruw;,  whatever  things  are  laudable;  ||^,„^  ^^ 
and  when  he  doth  exhort  us  to  walk  cOdj^n/u^^,  handsomely  i^ 
and  decently,  in  a  comely  garb  and  fashion  of  life :    this  is. 

3 
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tEKhS.  may  add  an  obligation  to  some  things  not  directly  prescribed 
I.XIV>  jjy  Qj^^  which  yet  may  serve  to  adorn  religion,  but  it  can- 
not detract  any  thing  from  what  God  hath  commanded ;  it 
doth  comprehend  all  instances  of  piety  and  virtue  practicable 
before  men ;  it  certainly  doth  exclude  all  commission  of  sin^ 
and  omission  of  duty ;  fot  that  nothing  can  be  fair  or  hand- 
some which  is  ugly  in  God'd  sight,  which  doth  not  suit  to 
his  holy  will. 

Such  things  we  miist  provide,  ivurtrtoif  firdewwt  AvSi^wcwv,  be- 
Jfbrf  all  men  s  not  only  before  some  men^  to  whom  we  bear 
k  particular  respect,  of  whom  we  stand  in  awe,  upon  whom 
;  •  ,     we  have  a  design  ;  but  universally  bfefore  tdl  men,  as  having 

[  a  due  consideration  of  all  those  upon  whom  our  deportment 

\  .  may  have  influence;  not  despising  or  disregarding  the  obser- 

[  ration  of  the  meanest  or  most  inconsiderable  person  whatever. 

i  But  in  this  practice,  to  avoid  misapprehenraons,  we  must 

distinguish  ;*  for  it  is  not  required  that  w^  should  do  all 
things  openly,  nor  intended  that  we  should  do  any  thing 
vainly ;  but  that  we  should  act  constantly  according  to  the 
nature  and  reason  of  things,  with  upright  and  pure  inten- 
tion :   the  Apostle  doth  not  mean  that  in  our  practice  we 
should  resemble  the  Pharisees,  whom  our  Lord  reproveth 
Hatt  tl .  for  doing  their  alms  before  men^  for  loving  to  pray  standing 
M^L  ixiii  ^  ^^  ^yf^^ogogueSf  for  doing  aU  their  works  to  be  seen  of 
s.  men ;  performing  those  acts  of  piety  openly  in  the  comers 

of  the  street^  which  should  have  been  done  secretly  in  the 
closet ;  and  so  doing  them  out  of  vanity  and  ambitious 
design,  to  procure  the  good  opinion  and  pruse  of  men :  he 
doth  not  intend  that  we  should  assume  a  formal  garb  of 
singular  virtue ;  that  we  should  sim  to  seem  better  than 
we  are,  counterfeiting  any  point  of  religion  or  virtue; 
that  we  should  affect  to  appear  even  as  good  as  we  are, 
exposing  all  our  piety  to  common  view  :  that  we  should 
Matt  vi  t.  sound  a  trumpet  before  us^  making  an  ostentation  of  any 
good  deeds,  catching  at  reputation  or  applause  for  them  . 
that  we  should  do  any  commendable  thing  chiefly  to  ob* 
tain  the  good  opinion  of  the  world,  or  to  escape  its  censure: 
infinitely  far  it  was  from  the  Apostle^s  intention,  that  we 
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should  be  like  those  whited  sepulchres^  which  appear  beatai-  SERXf. 
JW  ouiwardf  but  are  mthin/iiUqfdead  men's  bones  and  all  LXIV. 
uncleanness;  that  is,  Uke  those  Pharisees,  who  did  out^  jvjait.  xada! 
wardlff  appear  righteous^  but  within  were  fuU  of  hypocrisy  27,  28. 
and  iniquity :  No ; 

In  some  cases  we  must  be  reserved,  and  keep  our  virtue 
close  to  burselves ;  and  ever  under  a  fair  show  there  must 
be  a  real  substance  of  good,  together  with  an  honest  inten-  T«'  ri^»a»£. 
tion  of  heart;  a  good  conscience  must  always  lie  at  ^^^x^^^r""* 
bottom  of  a  good  conversation ;  the  outside  must  be  good,  k^t^ftri 
but  the  best  side  must  be  inward ;  we  must  endeavour  to  8."c/^^'  ^' 
sanctify  our  life  and  conversation,  but  we  must  especially 
labour  to  purify  our  hearts  and  affections. 

Join  the  precept  with  others  duly  limiting  it,  and  it  doth 
import,  that  with  pure  sincerity  and  unaffected  simplicity 
(void  of  any  sinister  or  sordid  design)  we  should  in  all  places, 
upon  all  occasions,  in  all  matters,  carefully  discharge  that  part 
of  our  duty  which  is  public,  according  to  its  nature,  season, 
and  exigency,  that  is  publicly  :  not  abstaining  from  the  prac- 
tice of  those  good  deeds,  which  cannot  otherwise  than  opea. 
ly  be  well  performed ;  or  the  conspicuous  performance  where- 
of is  absolutely  needful  in  regard  to  God^s  law  and  the  satis- 
faction of  our  conscience,  is  plainly  serviceable  to  the  glory 
of  God,  is  very  conducible  to  the  edification  of  our  neigh- 
bour, or  which  may  be  useful  to  good  purposes  concurrent 
with  those  principal  ends  s  we  should  as  good  trees  from  a  Matt  Tii. 
deep  root  of  true  piety,  in  due  season  naturally,  as  it  were,  |^    .  . . 
shoot  forth  good  fruits,  not  only  pleasant  to  the  sight,  but  Psai.  i.  3. 
savoury  to  the  taste,  and  wholesome  for  use ;  as  St  Paul, 
who,  as  he  saith  of  himself,  that  he  did  provide  things  honest  %  cor.  viiL 
in  the  sight  of  all  men,  so  he  also  doth  affirm,  that  his  rejoicing  |'-      . 
t&as  this  J  the  testimony  of  his  conscience^  that  in  simplicity, 
and  godly  sincerity — he  had  his  conversation  in  the  world. 

There  are  indeed  some  duties,  or  works  of  piety  and  vir- 
tue, the  nature  whereof  directetb,  that  in  the  practice  of 
them  we  should  be  reserved ;  such  as  those  wherein  the 
world  is  not  immediately  concerned,  and  which  may  with 
t>est  advantagebe  transac  ted  between  God  and  our  own 
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SERM.  souls ;  as  private  devotion,  meditation  on  God^s  word  and 

^^^'  will,  the  discussion  of  our  consciences,  voluntary  exercises 

of  penitence,  and  the  like :  such  also  be  those  wheron  the 

intervention  or  notice  of  few  persons  is  required ;  as  deeds 

of  particular  charity  in   dispensing  alms,   good   advice^ 

friendly  reproof;  the  which  sort  of  duties  our  Lord  hath 

Er  rf  M^  taught  us  to  perform  in  secret^  or  as  clo^ly  aa  we  may ; 

Matt  ?L  4,  studiously  keeping  our  observance  of  them  fnnn  the  eyes 

^  of  men ;  thereby  assuring  our  sincerity  to  ourselves,  and 

guarding  our  practice  from  any  taint  of  vanity  or  suqncion 

of  hypocrisy  ;  as  also  in  some  cases  avoiding  to  cause  pre- 

Matt  ▼!.  I.  judice  or  offence  to  our  neighbours :  Take  heed^  saith  our 

M»tt  vl  0.  LQrd,  that  ye  do  not  your  alms  before  men ;  and,  Thou^  when 

Matt  ?i.    ^^^^  prayestj  enter  into  thy  closet ;  and,  ThoUy  when  thou 

,  fastest^  anoint  thine  head  a/nd  wash  thyjace^  that  thou  Offpew 

Matt  xTiiL^^  ^^  j^^  to  fast ;  and.  If  thy  brother  shall  trespass 

against  thee^  go  and  tell  him  hisfauU  between  thee  and  him 

aione. 

But  there  are  divers  other  duties,  the  discharge  whereof 

necessarily  is  notorious  and  visible ;  the  public  being  the 

stage  on  which  they  are  to  be  acted ;    the  transaction  (^ 

them  demanding  die  intercourse  of  many  persons,  who  are 

the  objects  or  instruments  of  them,  or  are  somewise  con- 

~  cemed  in  them :  such  is  that  negative  duty^  of  a  general 

PaaLxzxi?.  nature  and  vast  comprehension,  which  we  may  ctil  inno^ 

cence ;  that  is,  a  total  abstinence  from  sin,  or  forbearance 

to  transgress  any  divine  command ;  which  is  a  part  of  Job^s 

Job  1 1.     character,  That  man  was  perfect  and  upright^  one  thai 

"*  ^         feared  God  and  eschewed  evil:   the  which  duty,  bang* to 

be  practised  at  all  times  in  every  places  cannot  avoid  being 

observable. 

Such  are  also  divers  positive  duties  ;  for  sudi  is  the  pro- 
fession of  our  faith  in  Grod,  and  acknowledgment  of  his 
heavenly  truth,  revealed  in  the  Gospel  of  our  blessed  Sa- 
Rom.  X.  10.  viour ;  which  is  styled  confessing  our  Lord  before  men^  and 
is,  as  St  Paul  telleth  us,  indispensably  requisite  Co  salvation. 
Such  is  joining  in  that  public  adoration,  whereby  the 
honour  and  authority  of  God  are  upheld  in  the  world  with 
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seemly  expressidns  of  reverence ;  the  which  is  to  be  per-  SERM. 
formed  solemnly,  and,  as  the  holy  Psalmist  speaketb,  in  LXIV. 
the  midrt  of  the  congregation.  Psai  zdz. 

Such  is  zeal  in  vindication  of  God's  honour,  when  occa-^-  5.™"*^* 
sion  requireth,  from  blasphemous  aispersions,  or  from  scan- 
dalous ofiences  against  it 

Such  are  justice,  equity,  fidelity,  and  ingenuity  in  our 
dealings ;    meekness,  gentleness;  patience,  kindness,  and 
courtesy  in  our  converse ;   peaceableness  in  our  carriage^ 
and  chfllritaMe  beneficence  ;    the  objects  wherecf  are  most 
general,  according  to  those  apostolical  precepts.  Thai  oiirip^^  j^,  5^ 
moderation  (or  our  equity  and  ingenuity)  be  known  unto 
aU  men ;  that  we  sheic  aUmeeJcnes  to  aU  rften  ;  that  we  must  Tit.  fii.  2. 
not  strive^  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men ;  that  we  be  patient  ^^  '"*  "* 
toward  aU  men  ;  that  we  pursue  peace  rcith  all  men  ;  that  i  Thes>.  v. 
a$  we  have  opportunity^  we  shoidd  do  good  unto  aU  men  ;  jieb.  ziL 
should  abound  in  love  one  towards  another ^  and  towards  all  \^ 
men;  should  ever  follow  titat  which  is  good^  both  among  \s. 
ourselves  and  to  aU  men ;    should  UberaVy  distribute  to  the  J^xhws.  m! 
joints  and  to  all  men :  in  performing  which  so  general  du-  12. 
ties,  how  cm  a  man  pass  incognitOy  how  can  he  so  deal  with  {^^    ^^  ^* 
all  men  indiscemibly  ?  «  Got.  iz. 

Su<ii  are  likewise  gravity  and  modesty  m  our  behaviour ; 
sweetness,  soberness,  aptness  to  profit  and  edify  the  hear- 
ers in  our  discourse ;  moderation  and  temperance  in  our 
corporeal  enjoyments ;  industry  in  our  business  and  the 
works  of  our  calling;  integrity  in  the  lAaiiagenfient  of  any 
:pflSce  or  trust  committed  to  us ;  a  constant  practice  of  which 
virtues  is  not  only  enjoined  to  us  as  oqr  particular  duty^ 
but  for  public  example.  }%"^'  *^* 

Such  are  seasonable  defence  of  the  truth,  and  opposing  Tit  iL  4, 7. 
of  error ;  the  commendation  of  virtue,' and  reprehenuon  of 
notorious  rin,  with  the  like. 

Such  things  must  be  practised  because  indispensable  du-' 
ties ;  but  they  cannot  be  done  out  of  sight,  or  barring  the 
observation  of  men ;  they  do  involve  publicness ;  they 
carry  a  light  and  lustre  with  them,  attracting  ail  eyes  to 
regard  them ;  it  is  as  impossible  to  conceal  them  as  to  hide 
the  sun  from  ^  the  world,  or  to  conceal  a  city  that  is  set  H«tt.  t.14. 

Q    2 
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SERM.  upon  a  hill ;  Jbr  nothings  as  St.  Chrysostom  saith,  (fe^  ren-' 
^^^^'    der  a  man  so  illustrious^  although  he  ten  thousand  times 
would  be  hid^  as  an  open  practice  qfmrtue.  * 

Wherefore  the  works  of  mercyy  saith  St.  Austin,  the 
affection  of  charity ^  the  sanctity  qfgodliness^  the  incorrupt 
ness  of  chastity  J  the  moderation  of  sobriety^  these  are  per^ 
petually  to  be  held,  whether  we  are  in  the  puhKc  or  at  home  ; 
whether  before  men  or  in  the  closet^  whether  toe  sp^ak  or 
heq)  silence,  ^ 

In  the  practice  of  them,  it  is  true,  we  mainly  should  re- 
spect the  approving  our  conscience  X/o  God,  with  expect- 
1  Cor  W.  a  ation  of  our  recompense  from  him ;    not  being  much  coi>- 
1  Then.  u.  cemed  in  the  judgment  or  pleasure  of  men^  purely  con- 
Gat  1  10  ^^^^^^  ^^  themselves ;  not  aiming  at  4my  interest  of  credit 
or  prolBt  from  them  as  a  reward  of  our  work ;  c  We  oughi^ 
as  St.  Austin  saith,  while  we  do  good,  to  he  s^en^  bui  we 
ought  not  to  do  ii  that  we  may  be  seen ;  the  end  qfour  joy^ 
the  bound  of  our  comfort^  should  not  be  there ;    so  that  we 
should  think  ourselves  to  have  obtained  the  whdejruit  of  a 
good  workj  when  we  have  been  seen  and  commended  :d  Ng^ 
Eph.  vL  6.  whatever  we  doy  we  should,  as  the  Apostle  directeth,  do  it 
as  the  servants  of  Christy  doing  the  wiU  of  God  from  the 
C^  iii.  ts»  heart ;  doing  it  luartHy  m  to  the  Lord^  and  not  unto  men  ; 
knowing  that  of  the  Lord  we  shaH  receive  the  reward  of  ike 
inheritance. 

Yet  nothing  in  the  mean  time  should  hinder  us  from  per- 
forming such  necessary  duties ;  stricdy  and  exacdy  with 
our  mo^t  diligent  care  and  endeavour,  even  in  that  light 
which  their  nature  doth  carry  in  it 

■  OvUr  ym^  Srets  lr*n/*«»  »^C*  "'*'*  *^'  fut^tdMte  KmvB^tiym  fiiknrtUf  As 
Jt^'nif  MhtJitf,     Chryt.  in  Malt.  v.  16. 

^  Open  tnisericoidi8&,  dfeenu  charitatis,  sanctitas  pietatis,  inoorrupdo  castU 
tatia,  modesti*  aobrietads,  aemper  hec  teneuda  sunu  sive  caim  in  poUiep 
sumut,  nve  cum  in  domo  ;  sive  ante  homines,  sive  in  cubiculo ;  sive  loquentifst 
aire  tacente&    Aug.  in  Ep.  1.  Joh.  Tract,  8. 

e — non  cum  fama  «od  cum  rerum  natura  ddibcrandum  est.     Sen.  Ep.  81. 

^  Si  times  spectatores  non  habebis  imitatorcs ;  debes  ergo  videri,  sed  non 
ad  hoc  debes  faoere,  ut  videaris,  non  ibi  debet  esse  finis  gaudii  toi,  non  ibi  ter* 
minus  Ictitise  tuc,  ut  putes  te  totum  iructum  consecutom  eea^  boni  operis, 
cum  visus  fueria  a\  t^ue  laudatus.    Jbid» 
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How  much  soever  of  our  virtue  or  piety  out  of  humility  SER\f. 
of  modesty  we  may  conceal,  yet  we  must  be  careful  of  dis-  LXIV. 
covering  any  vice  or  irreligion,  either  by  notoriously  com- 
mitting  any  thing  forbidden  by  Grod,  or  omitting  any  thing 
commanded  by  him. 

This  we  should  not  do  upon  any  terms,  upon  any  pre- 
tence whatever ;  no  wicked  fashion  should  engage  us,  no 
bad  example  should  inveigle  us,  no  favour  of  men  should 
allure  us^  no  terror  should  scare  us  thereto ;  we  should  not 
out  of  fear,  out  of  shame,  out  of  complaisance,  out  of  af- 
fected prudence  or  politic  design ;  out  of  deference  to  the 
quality,  dignity,  or  authority  of  any  person ;  out  of  regard 
tx>  any  man's  desire  or  pleasure ;  we  should  not  td  decline 
oflPence,  envy,  blame,  reproach,  ill  treatment,  or  upon  any 
such  account,  comply  in  any  sinful  practice,  wave  any  duty, 
neglect  any  season  of  performing  a  good  deed,  whereby  we 
may  glorify  God,  or  edify  our  neighbour,  or  promote  the 
welfare  of  our  own  soul. 

To  such  a  practice,  according  to  the  intent  of  St.  PauPs 
injunction,  we  are  obliged ;  and  thereto  we  may  be  in- 
duced  by  divers  considerations,  particularly  by  those  which 
we  shall  now  propose. 

1.  We  may  consider  that  thc^  public  is  the  proper,  na-BoDAoon* 
tural,  and  due  place  of  goodness ;    it  should  dwell  in  the  '°^^ 
light,  it  should  walk  freely  and  boldly  everywhere,  it  should  \Tih  et  con- 
expose  itself  to  open  view,  that  it  may  receive  from  rational  n^uaT* 
creatures  its  due  approbation,  respect  and  praise;    it  by tenebnw ti- 
publicness  is  advanced,  and  the  more  it  doth  appear,  the^^jY,*"' 
more  beautiful,  the  more  pleasant,  the  more  useful  it  is ; 
yielding  the  fairer  lustre,  the  greater  influence,  the  better 
effects ;  thereby  difiiising  and  propagating  itself,  becoming 
exemplary,  instructive,  and  admonitive;    drawing  lovers 
and  admirers  to  it ;  exciting  and  encouraging  men  to  em- 
brace it :  wherefore  it  is  very  absurd  that  it  should  sculk 
or  sneak ;  it  is  a  great  damage  to  the  public,  that  it  sliould 
retire  from  common  notice. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  proper  for  wickedness  never  to 
appear  or  to  shew  its  head  in  view  ;  it  should  be  confined  ^^™"*  "»- 
to  darkness  and  solitude,  under  guard  of  its  natural  Jceepers,  timovc  Mit 
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SERM.  shame  and  fear ;  it  should  be  exterminated  from  all  con-^ 
•  versatioQ  among  rational  creatures,  and  banished  to  the  in- 
pudore  na-  fenial  shades :  publicness  doth  augment  and  a^  ravate  it ; 
ditT  ^eri  ^^  v\oYe  it  IS  Seen,  the  more  ngly,  the  more  loathsome, 
ApoL  cap.  i  the  more  noxious  it  is-;  its  odious  shape  being  disclosed,. 
isJ.™^'  its  noisome  steams  being  dispersed,  its  pestilent  effects  being 
conveyed  fliereby. 

Wherefore  to  smother  virtue  (that  fair  child  of  light)  in 
Bmti.  ziii.   privacy,  and  to  vent  sin  (iJic  works  of  darkness)  openly,  is 
£ph.  ▼.  II.  quite  to  transplace  things  out  of  their  natural  situation  and 
order;   according  to  which  we  are  taught  by  our  Lord, 
John  ill  SI.  that  he  {hat  doeOi  truth  comtth  to  the  lights  that  his  deeds 
£ph.  Y.  13.  ma^  be  manifest ;   and  by  St  Paul,  that  every  one  who 
doeth  evil  hateth  the  light,  neiAer  cometh  he  to  the  lighi^ 
lest  his  deeds  should  be  reprotoed;  so  indeed  it  is,  and  will 
be,  where  conscience  retalneth  its  due  sway  and  force; 
where  a  Hue  respect  and  reverence  are  preserved  for  good- 
ness. 

As  that  any  good  cometh  from  detection  of  nn  is  an 
accidental  advantage ;  so  that  an^  mischief  doth  ever  fok 
low  the  manifestation  of  virtue  is  an  unnatural  abuse ;  the 
which  may  well  be  prevented :  there  can  be  no  danger  of 
acting  any  good  most  evidently,  if  we  do  withal  act  dn- 
cerely,  having  purified  our  hearts  from  dishonest  intention 
and  from  ambitious  vanity ;  the  fear  of  which  should  not 
wholly  drive  virtue  under  the  hatches  and  bring  vice  upon 
the  stage.     But, 

&  We  should  consider^  that  we  cannot  really  in  any  com- 
petent or  tolerable  measure  be  good  men,  without  approv*. 
ing  ourselves  such  in  our  conversation  before  men. 

Whatever  may  be  pretended,  it  commonly  doth  happen, 
and  it  ever  is  to  be  suspected,  that  the  invisible  piety 
which  is  not  accompanied  with  visible  conscientiousness,  is 
false,  or  is  no  piety  at  all ;  or  that  they  who  have  little 
care  and  cmisdence  to  serve  Grod  publicly,  have  much  less 
to  serve  him  privately ;  or  that  such  as  betray  a  scandalous 
negligence  of  their  ways  will  hardly  maintain  a  careful 
watch  over  iheir  hearts ;  for  the  same  ca\^ses  (be  it  profane 
infidelity,  or  looseness  of  principles,  or  supine  ineogitancy. 
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or  flloth^  or  fltuqpiAty)  whkh  dispose  them  to  disregard  God  j^^^* 

and  his  lawa  b^re  the  world,  more  effectually  will  incline '^ 

them  to  neglect  God  and  forget  their  duty  by  themselves, 
where  beside  their  own  oouseienoe  there  is  no  witness,  no 
judge,,  no  censor  to  encourage  or  reproach  them.  But  ad- 
mit  it  possible,  and  put  case,  that  sometimes  the  heart  and 
conversation  may  not  9un  parallel ;  that  a  iQan  may  better 
govern  his  interier  thoughts  and  affections  dian  he  doth 
numage  his  exterior  behaviour  and  actions ;  that  a  man  se- 
cretly may  cleave  to  God,  altliough  he  seemeth  openly  to 
desert  him ;  yet  this  will  not  suffice  to  constitute  or  deno- 
minate a  man  good;  because  mudi  of  goodness,  as  we  have 
shewed^  even  the  nobler  half  thereof,  (that  part  whereby 
God  is  most  glorified,  and  whereby  the  world  is  most  bene- 
fited^) doth  lie  in-  open  and  visible  practice :  that  virtue 
thenefore  must  be  very  imperfect,  that  obedience  must  be 
very  lame,  which  is  deficient  in  so  great  a  part  JamtsiLKt 

As  there  can  be  no  fair  pretence  to  goodness,  where  so 
little  thereof  is^  conspicuous ;-  so  there  can  be  no  real  inte- 
grity thereof,  wheve  so  much  of  duty  is  wanting. 
.    Our  Lord  hath  taught  us,  that  every  tree  is  ktwwn  by  Us  I^^«  7?:  ^ 
fruii ;  and  St.  James  saitfa,  that/aiM  is  shewed  by  works; ^^'^^^^ 
and  sO  it  is,  that  a  man  can  hardly  be  good  in  any  reason^ 
able  decree  without  appearing  such.     Impiety  may,  but 
piety  cannot  be  quite  concealed.    As  gold  may  be  counter, 
felted,  (for  all  is  not  gold,  that  glisteneth,  yet  true  gold  al- 
ways doth  look  like  gdd ;)  so  although  bad  men  sometimes 
may  seem  good,  yet  good  men  also  must  seem  such,  appear, 
ing  in  their  own  native  temper  and  lustre. 

Groodness  cannot  be  disguised  in  the  shape  of  evil,  be- 
cause  simpUcity  add  innocence  ar^  essential  ingredients  of 
it ;  any  mixture  of  notorious  sin,  any  viable  neglect  of 
duty  assuring  (yea  formally  making)  a  want  of  it,  or  a  real 
defect  therein :  it  may  be  daubed  with  false  asfpersinns,  it 
may  b^  dimmed  by  the  breath  of  pnjust  and  uncharitable 
censures;  but  wiping  them  off,  its  natural  hue  certainly  will 
appear. 

Wherefore  if  we  would  satisfy  ourselves  in  our  own  con. 
q4 
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SERM»  sciences,  or  justify  ourselves  to  others^  that  we  are  truly 
^^^^'  good,  we  must  (without  partiality,  or  distinguishing  be- 
(Num.  XT.  tween  public  and  private)  like  the  holy  Psalmist,  have  re^ 
^^'  *^.  ^  ^  sped  unto  all  GocTs  commandments;  we,  like  Zachanah  and 
Luke  1.  6.  Elizabeth,  must  walk  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordi^ 
^J^^'|^^/.«awc^^  qfthe  Lord  blameless;  we  must,  hke  David,  acoom* 
futrdfcw,  plish  all  God's  mil;  we  must  observe  St  Paul's  rule  to 
22.  *  abstain  a/srb  'rnvrhg  sidoui  9Di^fou,  Jrom  both  every  kind  of  evil, 
1  Thcfc  ▼.  and  every  bad  appearance.     But  farther, 

8.  A  great  care  of  our  good  behaviour  before  men  is  ne» 
cessary  in  regard  to  Almighty  God ;  whose  just  interest  is 
preserved,  whose  due  homage  is  payed,  whose  honour  is 
promoted  thereby ;  the  same  being  greatiy  prejudiced  and 
impaired  by  the  contrary  defailance. 

It  is  a  clear  point  of  justice  toward  God,  as  to  render  all 
obedience  to  him,  so  particularly  that  which  consisteth  inan 
open  acknowledgment  and  service  of  him ;  for  as  he  made 
and  doth  preserve  not  only  the  heart,  but  the  tongue,  the 
members,  the  whole  man^  so  aU  must  concur  in  rendering 
Horn.  12. 1.  their  tribute  of  reverence  and  service  to  him. 
1  Cor.  1*  The  Apostle  doth  prescribe^  that  whatever  we  doy  we 
should  do  all  to  theghry  of  God;  and  well  he  might,  seeing 
that  to  glorify  Gotl  isindeed  to  execute  the  main  de«gn  of  our 
creation,  to  apply  our  faculties  to  their  best  use,  to  achieve 
the  most  proper  and  most  excellent  work  whereof  we  are  ca- 
pable; to  do  that  which  is  the  worthiest  and  happiest  employ^ 
ment  of  angels,  which  all  the  company  of  heaven,  with  most , 
ardent  desire,  with  most  zealous  ambition,  with  restless  en- 
deavour, doth  pursue;  and  this  we  cannot  better,  we  cannot 
otlierwise  do,  than  jby  an  apparent  good  conversation.  For, 

He  that  apparently  in  all  his  actions  maketh  conscience 
of  obeying  Grod'^s  laws,  thereby  doth  evidence  his  firm  per- 
suasion concerning  the  existence  and  providence  of  God ; 
doth  adhere  to  him  against  all  adversaries  of  piety,  and  all 
temptations  to  rebellion :  doth  avow  his  sovereign  majesty 
and  authority ;  doth  yield  him  due  veneration  and  obedi- 
ence ;  doth  bhew  right  apprehensions  of  him,  and  just  affec- 
tions towards  him;  implying  that  he  doth  most  highly 
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esteem  hiniy  doth  most  heartily  love  him,    doth  chiefly  SEKM. 
dread  him,  doth  repose  his  trust  and  hope  in  him  for  all  his  LXIV. 
happiness ;    hath  a  great  opinion  of  his  wisdom,  a  great 
awe  of  his  power,  a  great  sense  of  his  goodness;  the  which 
practice  is  in  itself  a  direct  and  formal  glorification  of  God^ 
in  his  own  person. 

He  also  thereby  doth  farther  promote  the  glory  of  God^ 
instructing,  exciting,  and  encouraging  others  to  the  like 
practice  of  deferring  respect  and  service  to  God ;  for  natu- 
rally men  have  such  a  capacity,  such  aptitude,  such  pro* 
clivity  to  religion,  (or  to  the  acknowledgment  and  worship 
of  their  Maker,)  that  when  they  behold  others  seriously 
and  earnestly  pursuing  it,  they  are  eanly  drawn  to  conspire 
therein ;  especially  those  who  are  not  utterly  perverted  and 
corrupted  by  ill  custom. 

And  wherefas  good  conversation  hatha  native  beauty, *A^r;?fi«'^ 
aflecting  beholders  with  delight ;  whereas  the  fruits  of  vir-  *'»"^  ^i"**' 
tue  have  a  pleasing  sweetness,  grateful  to  all  who  taste  them ;  rs  ix'^^ 
men  from  that  sight  and  that  sense  will  presently  be  moved  ^'^^^^^ 
to  commend  the  wisdom,  and  to  bless  the  goodness  of  him,  iinr»yx^' 
who  was  pleased  to  institute  so  excellent  a  religion,  to  en-  ^''^  49 
act  so  beneficial  laws,  to  prescribe  so  wholesome  duties  to 
us :  for  when,  saith  the  most  divine  father,  an  infidel  shaU^Orafyk^i^ 
see  theey  a  believer ,  to  be  KovneraKfikm — staunch,  sober,  order^  JJ'^"*  ^^ 
hf,  he  will  be  astond,  and  wHl  say.  In  truth,  great  is  the  ^',  (p.  ^Vk) 
God  of  Christians :  What  men  haih  he  made !  what  per^ 
4ons  out  qfwhat  persons  haJth  he  made  them !  howjivm  men 
hath  he  made  them  angels  I    If  one  abuse  them,  they  do  not 
rail;  \f  one  smite  them,  they  do  not  resent ;  if  one  injure 
them,  they  pray  Jbr  him  thai  doeth  fJie  offence ;  they  know 
not  to  remember  HI  turns,  they  skill  noi  to  be  vain,  they  have 
not  learnt  to  lie,  they  cannot  abide  tojorswear,  or  rather  to 
swear  at  all,  but  sooner  would  clioose  to  have  their  tongue 
cut  out,  t/ian  to  let  an  oath  slip  out  of  tluir  mouth. 

So  may  we  really  glorify  God ;  and  otherwise  than  by 
open  practice  we  cannot  do  it ;  for  glory  doth  require  a 
public  stage ;  it  implying,  as  Seneca  saith,  the  consent  of 
many  worthy  persons  dsdanng  iheiT  esteem;  it  being,  as 
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8ERM.  Cicero  defineth  it,  the  agreeing  praiee  of  good  men^  wiik 
LXIV.   nn  incorrupted  vote  Judging  wdl  of  an  eaeeUent  viriue\ 

Wherefore  toward  our  being  enabled  to  glorify  God, 

^  two  things  must  concur ;  that  we  be  good  men,  and.  that 

we  be  openly  such. 

That  we  be  good  men,  because  otherwise  our  commend- 

NoDestRpe-fttion  will  have  no  worth,  or  weight;    for  praise  is  not 

^^  '■"**" comdy  in  the  mauJth  of  smners :  it  is  no  ornament  to  be 

tons.         commended  by  ill  men,  to  whose  words  little  regard  is  due. 

That  we  be  good  openly,  avowing  God  in  practice  condu- 
cing to  his  honour ;  othervdse  no  glory  can  accrue  to  him 
from  our  goodness :  we  may  serve  God,  and  please  him  in  pri- 
vate; but  we  cannot  by  that  service  glorify  him;  at  least  at 
present,  and  here  in  this  world.  It  is  true,  the  closest  piety  will ' 
t  Thei».  i.  yield  glory  to  God  at  the  last,  when  our  LordshaU  come  to  be 
glorified  in  his  saints,  and  admired  in  them  that  believe ;  but 
to  design  such  a  future  glorification  of  God  is  not  enough  ; 
it  is  our  duty  to  glorify  Grod  now,  that  we  may  be  reward- 
ed for  it,  and  that  he  may  requite  us  with  glory  hereafter. 
FsoL  L  23.      God  himself  telleth  us  in  the  Psalm,    Whoso  qffereth 
praise,  he  giorifieth  me ;  and  how  can  praise  be  offered,  or 
to  what  purpose  will  it  be  offered,  otherwise  than  appa- 
rently, either  in  word  or  deed,  by  oral  or  by  real  expres* 
sion,  to  the  ears  or  to  the  eyes  of  men,  so  as  to  occasion 
in  them  the  production  of  worthy  conceptions  and  due 
affections  toward  God  ?     In  such  a  manner  the  holy  man 
Pnl.  xxiL  did  offer  it,  who  said,  1  wiU  declare  thy  name  unto  my  bre^ 
cvii.^32.  '  thren,  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation  I  wiU  praise  thee;  I 
cix.  30.       will  praise  the  Lord  with  my  whole  heart,  in  tJie  assembly 
of  the  upright,  and  in  the  congregation :  he  did  it  sometimes 
with  his  mouth,  which  is  a  notable  part  of  our  conversation; 
but  we  may  do  it  continually  by  our  life ;  for  He,  saith 

*  Gloria  conscnsum  multomm  CTigit— Contmtire  in  hoe  plura  inqgncs 
et  pnestantes  viri  debient,  ut  claritas  sit     Sen,  Ep:  102. 

Gloria  est  consentiens  laus  bonoram  inoornipta  voce  bene  judicantiiim  de 
excellente  virtute.     Cie,  3.  Tutc,  init, 

Gloria  est  frequeos  de  aliquo  fasia  cmn  landek    Cir.  de  Itto.  ii.  S9. 

I 
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St  Austin^  who  praieeth  God  with  his  tongue^  cannot  do  SERM. 
ihojt  alwmfs ;  but  he  t/uU  praiseth  God  by  hie  manners  can  ^^^^^ 
always  doit^. 

This  motive  is  by  the  great  masters  of  our  Chiistian 
practice  frequently  urged  ;  for, 

St  Paul  visheth  the  Philippians  to  be  filed  with  the^^.^^^^ 
fruits  of  righteousness^  which  are  by  JesuB  Christ  unto  the 
praise  astdghry  of  God ;  he  prayedi  for  the  Thessalonians, 

that  God  would filfil  aU  the  good  pleasure  of  his  goodness^  2  Then,  l 
and  {he  work  of  faOh  with  power^  that  the  name  of  our^^-^^ 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  might  be  gUjrified  in  them ;  he  particu. 
larly  doth  incite  the  Ck>rinthians  to  works  of  charity,  that 
'by  that nAnistration  men  might  be  induced  to  ^orifytCot.ix^ 
Godf  reodering  him  thankful  praise  for  thdir  beneficial  ^^^^^ 
obedience. 

St  Peter  likewise  doth  exhort  all  Christians  to  havex  ?et& 
thA-  cowoersation  honest  among  the  GeniUes,  thai  they}^'^^, 
mi^t  by  their  good  works^  which  they  should  behold,  gh^Ueiwnmt. 
rify  God,  in  the  day  of  visitation,  (that  is,  perhaps,  when 
they  carefully  do  view  and  reflect  on  them.) 

Our  Lord  himself  thus  chargeth  his  disciples.  Let  yourMntLj.  le. 
light  so  shine  b^/bre  men,  thai  they  may  see  your  good 
works,  and  glor^  your  FoAer  which  is  in  heaven ;  they  Chiyii 
did  observe  his  command,  and  the  efPect  did  follow,  many 
being  converted  to  God  no  less  by  the  radiant  integrity  of 
their  life,  than  by  the  persuasive  efficacy  of  their  doctrine : 
and, /p»^U9,saithour  Lord  again,  i«  my  FoAer  gionfied,if  John  tv.% 
ye  bear  much  fruit :  what  fruit  was  that  ?  what  but  of  good 
works,  viable  to  the  eye  and  perceptible  to  the  taste ;  other- 
wise how  could  men  ihenoe  find  cause  to  glorify  Grod  ? 

In  fine,  this  is  declared  to  be  the  peculiar  design  of  our 
religion,  or  of  the  whole  Christion  institution ;  to  this  end 
we  are  made  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesth^tod,  a  hoiy  1  Pet  iJ.  9* 
nation,  a  peculiar  people,  that  we  should  shew  forth  the 
praises  (or  virtues)  of  him,  who  hath  catted  us  out  of  dark^ 

*  Qui  Oeiim  kadatlingiu,  Ron  lemper  potest ;   qui  moiilnu  Deura  Inidat,^ 
semper  potttU    Aug,  in  1.  Ep,  Joh.  Tr.  8. 
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SERM.  ness  to  his  marvellous  light;  not  only  by  our  profession^ 
LXIV.  but  in  our  practice  declaring  his  goodness. 
Tit  L 16.  On  the  other  hand,  by  stifling  our  virtue  and  con- 
science, in  an  open  compliance  with  sin,  or  neglect  of  our 
duty,  we  greatly  shall  dishonour  Grod ;  for  thereby  in 
effect  we  deny  him  and  desert  him;  we  injure  his  ma- 
jesty, and  disclaim  our  allegiance  to  him  ;  we  intimate  our 
mean  opinion  of  him,  and  small  affection  to  him ;  we 
betray  our  want  of  reverence  to  his  excellency,  of  dread 
to  his  greatness^  of  love  to  his  goodness,  of  hope  in  his 
promises  and  gracious  overtures  of  mercy,  of  fear  in 
regard  to  his  severe  justice  and  fierce  menaces ;  so  imme- 
diately we  dishonour  him,  and  we  thereby  also  do  coun^ 
tenance  disrespect  and  disobedience  to  him ;  and  our  beha^ 
viour  tendeth  to  produce  or  to  confirm  the  like  irreligious 
dispositions  of  mind  and  impious  practices  in  others;  so 
that  with  horrible  disingenuity  we  croiss  the  design  of  our 
creation,  and  violate  our  greatest  obligaticms  toward  our 
Maker. 

Indeed  what  greater  affront  or  more  hehious  indignity 
can  we  offer  to  Grod,  than  openly  before  the  world,  by  the 
Tit  L  16.   ™^^^  '^  expression  of  our  works^  to  deny  and  disawn  him; 
than  to  be  notoriously  ashamed  or  afraid  to  avow  him  for  our 
Lord  and  Master ;  than  to  express  no  sense  of  our  duty  to 
him^  no  reverence  of  his  authority,  no  gratitude  for  his  bene- 
fits to  us ;  than  visibly  to  prefer  any  other  consideration  or 
worldly  advantage  before  a  regard  to  his  will  and  pleasure  P 
.  In  this,  open  sin  doth  outgo  private  wickedness,  and 
putteth  down  even  the  worst  hypocrisy,  (beside  its  own,) 
that  it  not  only  offendeth  God,  but  sorely  woundeth  his 
honour,  and  exposeth  his  glorious  name  to  contempt  ?  by 
which  consideration  such  miscarriages  are  frequently  ag- 
gravated in  holy  Scripture ;  so  in  the  Prophets  God  com- 
plaineth   of  his  people,  for  having  by  their  scandalous 
Kzek.        crimes  profaned  his  holy  name  among  the  heathen  ;  sd  St. 
I^iii^i'""^^^^  expostulateth  with  the  Jew,  Thou  that  boasteth  of  the 
Korn.  u. 23. 7ai£j^  through  breaking  tlie  law  dislumourest  thou  God?  so 
2^^am.  xn.  jj^^^j^^^^  ^^j^j  D^yid,  that  Grod  would  punish  him,  because 
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h/i  his  bad  deed  he  had  given  great  occasion  to  the  enemies  SER&f. 
^the  Lord  to  blaspheme.    But,  LXIV. 

4p  We  should  be  careful  of  our  good  behaviour  in  the  ^ 

aght  of  men,  that  we  may  thereby  maintain  the  dig- 
nity and  repute  of  our  Christian  profession,  which  by  our 
naughty  or  negligent  demeanour  will  be  much  disparaged 
and  disgraced. 

Most  evident  it  is  to  reason,  that  a  visible  practice,  con* 
fonnable  to  the  rules  of  our  religion,  cannot  otherwise 
than  exce^ngly  commend  and  grace  it ;  for  how  can  the 
goodness  of  a  rule  more  surely  obtain  its  due  commenda- 
tion, than  from  its  being  applied  to  observable  practice  and 
experience  ? 

Assuredly  charity,  meekness,  humility,  patience,  so- 
briety, discretion,  and  all  Christian  virtues,  as  in  them, 
selves  they  are  very  amiable  and  venerable  to  all  men,  as 
they  yield  great  benefit  and  much  pleasure  to  those 
whom  their  consequences  do  touch ;  so  they  do  ingratiate 
the  law  which  prescribeth  them,  they  bring  esteem  to  the 
principles  whence  they  are  derived;  A^,  as  the  Apostle  Rom.  «i7, 
saith,  that  in  these  things  serveth  Christy  is  both  acceptabk  ^^ 
to  God  and  Approved  cfmm^  as  the  follower  of  a  most  ex- 
cellent rule. 

We  may  ^so  consider,  that  a  conspicuous  practice,  ac- 
cording to  our  religion,  is  a  demonstrative  proof  that  we  do 
seriously  and  firmly  embrace  it,  or  that  we  are  heartily  and 
steadily  persuaded  of  its  truth ;  which  is  no  small  credit  to 
any  profession ;  arguing  that  it  hath  a  good,  foundation  in 
reason,  apt  to  bottom  and  sustain  a  solid  faith. 

And  as  thereby  we  pregnantly  do  evidence  that  we  our- 
selves do  highly  value  the  noble  privileges,  the  excellent 
promises,  the  precious  rewards  exhibited  in  the  Gospel ; 
so  we  thereby  do  breed  a  like  esteem  in  others ;  upon  whom 
the  authority  of  men  apparently  virtuous  and  conscientious 
infallibly  will  have  a  forcible  influence. 

Such  a  practice  wilt  have  a  great  stroke  toward  evinc- 
ing the  truth  and  reality,  the  perfect  excellency,  the  not- 
able strength  and  efficacy  of  our  religion ;  plainly  shew- 
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SERM .  1^9  ^^  1^  i*  ^^^  ^  ™^i^  name,  an  idle  petence,  a  weak 

LXIV.   fancy,  a  dry  speculation,  a  chimerical  dream  ;  but  a  vigor. 

ous  and  masculine  pcinciple,  able  to  produce  most  worthy 

fruits  of  substantial  goodness,  prqfitabk  to  men ;  conducible 

to  our  own  welfiure,  and  to  the  benefit  of  others. 

As  gallant  actions,  becoming  a  noble  rank,  elevated  above 
the  vulgar  level,  do  illustrate  and  dignify  nobility  itself;  so 
doth  a  worthy  conversation,  beseeming  our  high  station  in  the 
heavenly  kingdom,  our  nearidHances  to  God,  those  splendid 
titles  and  j^rious  privileges  assigned  to  every  futhful  Chris- 
ti^n  in  the  evai^elical  charter,  render  our  state  admirable, 
and  make  it  seem  an  excellent  advantage  to  be  a  Christian. 

Hence  in  the  apostoUcal  writings,  an  observance  of  the 
evangelical  laws  is  so  much  and  often  enforced  by  this  eon- 
rideration ;  for  upon  this  account  we  are  exhorted  to  a  care- 
Tit.  iJL  lOr  ful  discharge  of  our  duty,  that  we  may  adorn  the  doctrine 
of  God  our  Samow  in  all  things ;  we  are  urged  to  have 
PhiLLST.  ^'^^  conversation  worthy  of  the  Gospel;  to  xeaOe  teorihy 
Eph.  iv.  1.  of  the  vocation  wheremith  we  are  called^  to  behave  our- 
Som.  ivi.'  selves  as  uforthUy  become^  saints,  (that  is,  persons  insti- 
^  tuted  in  so  holy  a  religion,  and  designed  to  so  peculiar 

Eph.  T.  8.  excellency  in  virtue ;)  to  realk  as  children  of  the  li^ht,  (that 
1  Then,  il  is,  of  truth  and  knowledge  revealed  from  heaven;)  to  walk 
worthy  of  God,  who  hath  called  its  into  his  kingdom  and 
CoL  1 10.  ff^^ »   worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  weU-pleasing^  being 
Jruitfid  in  every  good  work ;  the  which  enforcements  of 
duty  do  imply  a  visible  practice,  producing  the  visible  ef- 
fects of  ornament  and  credit  to  our  religion,  recommending 
it  to  the  minds  and  consciences  of  rneli. 

Contrariwise,  the  defect  of  good  eonYersation  before  men 
in  Christians  is  upon  divers  accounts  disgraceful  to  our  re- 
ligion.    FcN-, 

It  tempteth  men  to  juc^,  that  we  ourselves  do  not 
heartily  believe  its  truth  or  value  its  worth ;  that  we  do 
not  approve  its  doctrine  for  reasonable,  or  take  its  advan- 
tages for  Gonndpable ;  or  deem  the  name  and  state  of  a 
Christian  to  be  honourable ;  seeing  we  are  not  concerned 
to  own  them^  or  do  not  care  to  engage  onr  reputation  in 
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avowing  and  abetting  them  in  iliat  way  wbidi  dotb  best  «g.  SERM. 
nify  our  mind  and  meanifigg;  for  men  certainly  will  judge    ^^^^* 
of  our  sense  not  so  much  by  what  we  say  as  from  what  we 
do ;  not  by  our  verbal  profession  or  pretence,  but  from  our 
practice,  as  the  surest  indication  of  our  heart. 

Wherefore  when  they  hear  us  to  confess  our  faith,  and 
see  us  act  like  infidels,  they  will  be  forced  to  esteem  us 
either  for  subdolous  hypocrites  or  for  inoonsisteMt  fools; 
who  assume  the  name  pf  Christians,  and  pretend  to  great  ad- 
vantages  thence,  yet  in  effect  do  not  mind  or  regard  them ; 
highly  commending  the  rules  of  our  religion,  but  not  at  all 
observing  them  ;  greatly  admiring  the  example  of  our  Sa- 
viour, but  not  caring  to  imitate  it ;  desoibing  heaven  for  a 
most  happy  place,  but  not  striving  to  get  thither  in  the  sole 
way  which  our  Lord  prescribeth,  of  faithful  and  dihgent 
obedience  to  his  precepts. 

Seeing,  I  say,  this  repugnance  between  our  profesnon 
and  our  practice,  will  induce  men  to  charge  us  with  hypo- 
crisy or  folly ;  and  if  the  professors  be  taken  for  counter- 
feits or  fools,  the  profession  itself  will  hardly  scape  from 
being  held  imposture  or  folly. 

Our  rchgion,  at  least,  will  thence  be  ejqwsed  to  the  cen- 
sures of  being  no  better  than  a  fond  device,  and  a  barren 
notion,  unpracticable,  ineffectual,  and  insignificant  to  any 
good  purpose. 

The  visible  misbehaviour,  I  say,  of  Christians  will  assur- 
edly derive  obloquy  and  reproach  on  Christianity^  if  not  as 
bad,  yet  as  vain,  impotent,  impertinent  and  useless ;  espe- 
cially those  who  are  disaffected  to  it  will  hence  take  advantage 
to  insult  upon  it  with  contemptuous  scorn ;  To  what,  will 
they  say,  do  your  fine  rules  serve  ?  what  effects  do  your  glo- 
rious  hopes  produce  P  where  are  the  fruits  of  that  holy  faith 
and  heavenly  doctrine  which  you  so  extoland  magnify  ? 

Whereas  also  bad  conversation  commonly  doth  not  only 
deprive  men  of  the  benefite  which  our  rehg^on  promiseth, 
but  doth  carry  with  it  hurtful  fruite ;  men  that  see  or  feel 
them  will  be  apt  to  impute  them  to  religion. 
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SERM.       If  a  Christian  be  unjust,  censorious,  factious,  anywise 
LXIV.  offensive  or  troublesome,  although  irreligion  be  the  cause 
pf  such  tilings,  yet  religion  must  bear  the  blame>  and  they 
presently  exclaim. 

Quantum  religio  potult  suadere  malorum. 
Whence  St  Paul  (who  as  a  powerful  instructor  doth  im- 
press matters  of  duty  by  the  most  proper  motives)  doth 
often  and  upon  all  occasions  urge  this  consideration;  hq 

f  Cor.  tL  3,  chargeth  us  to  give  no  offence  in  any  things  that  the  minu 

fJ^'^^'Stry  (or  evangelical  dispensation)  be  not  blamedy  or  ex- 
posed to  the  censure  of  any  captious  Momus ;  he  biddeth 
us  to  forbear  harsh  judgment  and  all  uncharitable  dealing, 

Rom.  xiv.  that  our  good  be  not  evil  spoken  of:  he  presseth  the  dis- 
charge of  our  duty  in  each  calling  and  relation,  that  by  . 

lTim.Ti.K  neglect  thereof  the  Grospel  be  not  defamed :  Let^  saith  he, 
as  many  servants  as  are  under  the  yoJce^  count  their  ozon 
masters  worthy  of  all  honour ^  thai  the  name  of  God  and 

Tit  ii.  3.  Jii^  doctrine  be  not  blasphemed:  and,  Let  teomen  be  discreet^ 
chaste^  keepers  at  homsy  good^  obedient  to  their  own  husbands, 

iTim.  V.  i/iai  the  word  of  God  be  not  blasphemed ;  and,  /  wiU  that 
younger  women  marry,  bear  children,  guide  the  house,  (so 
as)  to  give  no  occasion  to  the  adversary  (that  is,  to  persons 
disaffected  to  Christianity)  to  speak  reproachfully  (of  it)  : 
which  discourse,  by  clear  parity  of  reason,  may  be  applied 
to  any  other  state  or  relation. 

Now,  seriously,  what  greater  mischief  can  we  do,  what 
heavier  guilt  may  we  contract,  than  by  working  dishonour 
to  Grod^s  adorable  name,  than  by  casting  reproach  on 
Grod^'s  heavenly  truth,  than  by  drawing  a  scandal  on  that 
holy  religion,  which  the  Son'  of  God  came  down  from 
heaven  to  establish,  for  the  glory  of  God  and  salvation  of 
fnankind  P  Surely,  next  after  directly  blaspheming  Gkxl,  and 

Horn.  iL  2i.  defying  rehgion  with  our  own  mouths,  the  next  crime  is  to 

f*'  "i^*-  make  others  to  do  so,  or  in  effect  to  do  it  by  their  profane 
tongues. 

There  remiun  divers  arguments  of  very  great  moment, 
which  the  time  will  not  suffer  me  to  urge ;  and,  therefore, 
I  must  reserve  them  to  another  occasion. 


SERMON  LXV. 


t&OVlDE  THINGS  HONEST  IN  THE  SIGHT  OF  ALL 

MEN. 


Rom.  xiL  17. 

Provide  things  Jumest  in  ike  sight  cfaU  men, 

I  AAVX  formerly  discoursed  upon  this  apostolical  precept ;  SERlif. 
iind  having  declared  the  meaning  of  it,  (briefly  importmg  LXV. 
that  we  should  have  a  special  care  of  our  external  behaviour, 
coming  under  the  view  and  observation  of  men,  that  it  be 
perfectly  innocent  and  inculpable,)  I  did  propose  divers 
motives  inducing  to  the  observance  of  it ;  but  divers  others 
of  g^at  importance  the  time  would  not  allow  me  to  urge ; 
I  shall,  therefore,  now  proceed  to  ofler  them  to  your  consi* 
deration« 

I  did  then  shew,  that  a  regard  to  the  reason  and  nature 
of  things,  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  conscience,  to  the  ho- 
nour of  God,  and  to  the  cifedit  of  our  religion,  did  require 
from  us  a  good  conversation  before  men ;  I  now  fiurther 
add,  that, 

I.  The  real  interest  of  |nety  and  virtue  db  exact  such  a 
conversation,  as  the  most  effectual  way  of  upholding,  ad. 
vancing,  and  jMopagating  them  among  men. 

Example  is  a  very  powerful  thing  either  way,  both  for 
attraction  to  good,  and  seduction  to  evil ;  such  is  the  na« 
ture  of  men,  that  they  are  more  apt  to  be  guided  by  t)\e 
practice  of  others  than  by  their  own  reason,  and  more 
easily  can  write  afler  n  copy  than  by  a  rule;  that  they 

VOL.  III.  *  tt 
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SERM.  V  are  prone  to  imitate  whatever  they  see  done,  be  it  good  or 
^XV.  \yg^^  convenient  or  inoonvenient,  prt^table  or  hurtful,  emu- 
lating the  one,  and  aping  the  other ;  that  they  love  to  be  in 
the  fashion,  and  will  go  any  whither  in  company,  presuming 
of  support,  defence,  and  comfort  therein ;  that  they  will  sa- 
tisfy their  minds  and  justify  their  doings  by  any  authority, 
deeming  that  laudable  ot  allowaUe,  or  at  least  tolerable  and 
excusable,  for  which  they  can  allege  precedents ;  judging, 
that  if  they  are  not  singular,  they  are  innocent,  or  however 
not  very  culpable;  that  hardly  they  will  undertake  any 
thing  without  countenance,  whereby  their  modesty  is  in 
some  measure  secured,  and  partners  engaged  to  bear  a  share 
with  them  in  the  censure  to  which  their  deportment  is  liable. 
Hence  a  visible  good  conversation  will  have  a  great  efficacy 
toward  the  promotion  and  propagation  of  goodness ;  the  au- 
thority of  that  being  adjoined  to  the  native  worth  and  beau- 
ty, to  the  rational  plausibility,  to  the  sensible  benefit  of  vir- 
tue, will  oogently  draw  men  to  it  ^  it  will  be  a  dear  pattern, 
thereby  they  shall  be  informed  what  they  are  obliged  and 
what  they  are  able  to  perform ;  it  will  be  a  notable  spur^ 
smartly  exciting  them  to  mind  and  pursue  their  duty ;  it 
will  be  a  vigorous  incentive^  inflaming  their  courage,  and 
provoking  an  emulation  to  do  weU. 

The  visible  succour  and  countenance  of  many,  espoMsing 
the  cause  of  goodness  by  their  practice,  will  asBiuredly  bring . 
it  into  request  and  vogue,  and  thence  into  current  use  and 
fashion ;  so  just  a  cause  cannot  fail  to  prosper,  having  any 
reasonable  forces  to  maintain  it ;  it  will  have  great  strength^ 
great  boldness  and  assurance,  when  a  caoaderafaie  party 
doth  appear  engaged  on  its  side. 

Yea,  sometimes  even  the  example  of  a  few  will  do  it 
great  service;  the  rarity  giving  a  special  lustre  to  their 
virtue,  and  rendering  it  more  notable ;  a^ocording  to  that 
intimaUon  of  the  Apostle,  when  he  thi^s  doth  exliort  the 
Philippians  to  a  cheerful  and  fcnrward  practice  of  good- 
Phj].  ii.  14^  ness ;  Do  all  things,  saith  he,  without  murmurings  and 
l^  disputings;  that  ye  may  be  blameless  and  harmless,  the 

sons  of  God,  mt/iaui  rebuke  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and 
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perverse generationj  amcmg  uhom  ye  Mne  as  HgMs  in  the  SERM. 
fsorld.  LXV. 

A  good  conversation  doth  notify  good  men  to  one  an« 
other,  and  draweth  them  tc^ether,  and  cMnnbinetfa  them 
in  a  partly  fer  the  protection  of  goodnen,  heartening  and 
aiding  one  another  themn. 

Such  advantages  goodnew  doth  always  need;  fbr  it 
eter  hath  in  the  vorld  many  adveraariesy  striving  by 
violent  force  to  beat  it  down,  or  by  treacherous  fraud  to 
supplant  it ;  who  use  their  authority  and  interest  to  sup- 
press it ;  who  by  their  evil  example  do  seduce  from  it ; 
who  labour  by  d^raction  to  falaflt  it,  by  sdom  and  re» 
proack  to  discourage  it,  by  divers  temptations  and  baits 
to  entice  from  it;  who  combining  their  forces  with  the 
wicked  spirits,  and  with  the  corrupt  inclinations  of  men, 
do  raise  a  mighty  party  for  wickedness. 

Wherefore,  to  balance  such  oppositions,  goodness  doth 
need  friMids  to  maintaid  it ;  not  only  friends  in  heart,  or 
secret  well-wiahers;  but  open  £rien4s,  who  frankly  will 
avow  it,  and  both  in  word  and  deed  will  stoutly  abet  it. 

A  demure,  bashful,  timorous  friendship,  will  nttha*  pre- 
judice than  help  it ;  far  nothing  will  more  animate  its  foes 
to  assail  and  persecute  it,  than  observing  its  fiioids  to  slink 
and  sneak :  when  good  men  hide  their  faces,  as  if  they  weie 
ashamed  of  their  goodness,  then  bad  men  will  grow  more 
impudent  and  inscJent  in  their  outrages  against  it 

Whsrefore,  if  we  woukl  have  goodness  hold  up  its  head, 
we  must  openly  take  its  part ;  if  we  would  not  be  guilty 
of  its  ruin,  we  must  stand  up  to  uphold  it ;  for  whoever 
openly  oomplieth  with  tin,  or  neglecteth  his  duty,  may 
wdi  be  diarged  with  its  ruin ;  since  if  thou  so  desertest 
goodness,  another  after  thy  pattern  may  do  the  like,  and 
a  third  may  follow  him ;  so  the  neglect  of  it  may  socm  be 
propagated,  until  at  length  it  may  be  quite  abaadone^^ 
and  left  destitute  of  support :  if  it  doth  not  thus  ba{^n, 
it  will  as  to  thee  be  accidental,  and  no  thanks  to  thee  for 
its  better  fortune. 
The  dedeotion  of  piety  is  not  porhaps  more  to  be 
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SERM.  ascribed  to  any  other  cause  than  to  this,  than  that  men  who 
LXV.    approve  goodness  in  their  ^hearts  are  so  backward  to  shew  it 
'"  in  their  practice ;  that  good  men  do  so  affect  retirement  and 

wrapping  up  their  virtue  in  obscurity ;  that  most  men  think  it 
enough  if  in  the  cause  of  religion  against  profaneness  and  dis* 
soluteness  they  appear  neuters,  and  do  not  impugn  it;  for  if  in 
a  time  of  infection  all  sound  men  do  shut  up  themselves, 
and  all  sick  men  walk  abroad,  how  necessarily  must  the 
plague  rdgn  in  the  place  ? 

II.  Charity  toward  our  neighbour  demandeth  firom  us 
a  great  jcare  of  our  conversation  before  men. 

The  law  of  charity,  which  is  the  great  law  of  Christianity^ 
doth  oblige  us  earnestly  to  further  our  neighbour's  good  of 
all  kinds,  especially  that  which  is  incomparably  his  best  good, ' 
the  welfare  of  his  soul ;  which  how  can  we  better  da,  than  by 
attracting  him  to  the  performance  of  his  duty  to  God,  and 
by  withdrawbg  him  from  the  commisrion  of  sin  ?  And  how 
can  we  do  that  without  an  apparently  good  conversation,  or 
without  plainly  declaring,  as  occasion  sheweth,  for  virtue^ 
both  in  word  and  deed  P  how  can  a  shy  reservedness  con^ 
•  duce  to  that  end  ?  what  will  invisible  dioughts  or  affections 
of  heart  confer  thereto  ? 
Bom.  »▼.       ^^  ^®  ^  precept  of  diarity,  that  we  should  pursue  ihmgs 
19.  wherewith  one  may  edkfy  emciher :  and  how  can  we  per-  . 

f  6.  ^'  "^  ^^^^  ^^^  <luty,  without  imparting  our  mind,  aiid,  as  it 
were,  transfiising  it  into  others ;  so  as  by  converting  them 
from  error  and  sin,  by  instiUing  good  principles,  by  exciting 
good  resolutions,  to  lay  in  them  a  foundation  of  good- 
ness^ or  by  cherishing  and  improving  the  same  to  rear  a 
structure  of  virtue  in  them  ?  how  can  we  mutually  edify- 
without  mutually  advising  virtue,  exhorting  to  it,  recom* 
mendipg  and  impresinng  it  by  our  exemplary  behaviour  P 
The  Apostles  do  enjoin,  that  we  should  ea:kort  one  an^ 
,,^^^.'od&er,  and  edify  one  another ;  that  we  sbould  coneider  one 
1  The»  T.  another,  toproxx^e  (or  to  whet  and  instigate  one  another) 
Heb.  z.  24.  ^  ^«  ("^d  to  good  works ;  the  which  can  nowise  be  per- 
e;,  •-«<•-    formed,  without  expressly  declaring  for  goodness  and  re- 
markables  acting  in  its  behalf:  to  commend  and  presa  it 
by  word  is  a  part  of  our  duty ;  but  not  all  of  it,  nor  suf- 
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fident  to  this  purpose ;  especially  seang  we  cannot  ui^  SERM. 
that  with  good  confidence,  nor  shall  be  held  serious  in  plead-  LX  V. 
ing  for  it,  which  we  do  not  oursdres  embrace  in  practice ; 
for  how  can  we  expect  that  our  reason  should  convince 
others,  when  it  doth  not  appear  really  to  have  persuaded  our- 
selves, when  our  doings  evidently  do  argue  the  weakness 
of  our  discourse  ? 

Words  hardly  will  ever  move  without  practice,  al- 
though practice  sometimes  will  persuade  without  words; 
according  to  that  of  St  Peter,  Ye  wives,  be  in  subjeMon  to  l  Bet.  «i.  i. 
your  own  husbands,  that  if  any  obey  not  the  word,  they  may 
without  the  word  be  won  by  the  amversaHon  of  the  wives, 
whUe  they  behold  your  chaste  conversation  coupled  with  fear, 
(or  due  reverence  to  them.) 

Again ;  We  are  frequently  commanded  to  shun  the  giv- 1  Car.  x.  32. 
ing  any  offence,  or  the  putting  a  stumiUngJtlock,  or  ^'^^Cmlyis. 
occasion  toJaU,  in  the  way  of  our  brother ;  that  is^  to  do  any  Rom.  ziv. 
thing,  which  anywise  may  confer  to  his  incurring  aiiy  sin  .*  ^^ 
the  which  p?ecq>ts  are  violated  not  only  by  positive  and 
active  influence,  by  proposing  erroneous  doctrine,  evil  ad- 
vice, fraudulent  enticements  to  sin,  or  disoouragenientsfrom 
duty ;  but  also  by  withholding  the  means  sierving  to  prevent 
bis  transgression  ;  such  as  a  tacit  indulgence  or  connivance, 
when  good  admonition  may  reclaim  him ;   the  omission  of 
good  example,  when  it  is  seasonable,  and  probably  may 
prove  efficacious :  for  these  neglects  have  a  moral  causality, 
inducing  or  encouraging  the  commission  of  sin ;  our  silence, 
our  forbearing  to  act,  our  declining  fair  opportunities  to 
guide  him  into  the  right  way  will  be  taken  for  signs  of  ap- 
probation and  ocHisent ;  and  consequently  as  arguments  fo 
justify  or  to  excuse  bad  practice,  in  proportion  to  the  autho- 
rity and  esteem  we  have;  which  ever  will  be  some  in  this 
case,  when  they  favour  the  infirmity  of  men.         i 

Charity  doth  farther  oblige  us,  upon  just  cause,  and  in 
due  season,  to  check  and  reprove  our  neighbour  misde- 
meaniDg  himself;    for.    Warn  the  disorderly,  saith  thelThess.T. 
Apostle;  and.  Have  no  fellowship,  saith  he,  wiih  the  un/ruit-  ^\  ^^  u^ 
^  works  of  darkness,  but  rather  reprove  them ;  and,  Thou  I^H,  xix. 
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SERM.  ^haU  not,  saith  the  Law,  haie  thy  brcAer  in  thy  hear% 
LXV.  ^Aoto  eJuUt  t»  amfwise  rebuke  thgf  neighbour^  and  not  mtf^ 
fer  rin  upon  Mm:  vhece  forbeuanoe  of  reproof  is  im^ 
jiied  to  shew  not  onlj  a  defeet  of  diarity,  but  hatred  of 
our  hrother ;  and  a  good  reaaou  is  intiiaated  fiir  it,  be- 
cause in  ao  dcung  we  suffer  sin  to  lie  upon  him ;  not  hin^ 
dering  his  progress  in  it,  not  endeavouring  bis  oooyersi(» 
from  it :  hut  reproof  is  an  overt  act ;  involving  somewhat 
of  openness  and  piam  freedom,  such  as  the  Wise  Man 
Prov.  niL  doth  prefer  before  close  good-will ;  jfor.  Open  rebuie^  saith 
^*  he,  is  better  than  sacred  looe. 

We  are  all  thus  far  the  keepers  of  our  brethren,  and  it  is 
a  charge  incumbent  on  us,  by  all  good  means  to  preserve 
them  from  the  worst  ci  mischiefs. 

In  fine,  there  is  plainly  nothing  more  inconsistent  with 
true  charity,  than  such  a  compliance  with  sin  or  neglect 
of  duty  in  the  sight  of  our  neighbour,  which  is  scandalous^ 
or  may  prove  contagious  to  him ;  for  how  can  we  lovie 
hi^,  whose  chief  good,  whose  eternal  wel&re  we  do  not 
tender  ?  whom  we  do  not  fear  to  seduce  into  the  way  of 
extreme  misery,  or  do  not  at  least  care  to  lead  into  the  way 
of  happiness  ?  whom  without  any  check  we  can  suffer  to 
forfeit  the  best  goods,  and  to  incur  the  sqddest  calamities  f 

Wherefore  if  the  love  ci  ourselves  and  a  sober  i^;iurd 
to  our  own  wel&re  be  not  sufficient  to  inpluce  us,  yet  ft 
charitable  disposition  and  a  concernedness  for  our  nei^bour 
(for  our  brethren,  our  relations,  our  friends)  should  move  m 
to  a  good,  innocent,  virtuous,  fruitful,  and  exemplary  eoiv- 
Rom.  sir.  versation :  if  we  do  not  care  to  save  ourselves,  yet  let  it  pity 
us  to  damn  and  destroy  others  by  our  n^ligenc;e* 

III.  But  if  charity  will  not  move  us,  yet  justice,  ex- 
acting from  us  a  care  of  our  good  conversation  befone 
men,  should  constrain  us  thereta 

Exemplary  and  edifying  conversation  is  a  debt  which 
we  owe  to  the  world,  a  good  office  imposed  on  us  by  the 
laws  of  common  humanity. 

When  without  our  own  hurt  or  inconvenience  we  can 
do.  considerable  good  to  our  neighbour,  he  hath  a  title 
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theietoy  (granted  by  the  oomnum  Anthor  of  our  nature,  the  S£BM;> 
tbeohatHe  Lovd  of  all  we  are  or  have,)  and  he  may  .imtlyde>  LXV» 
BHUid  it  ham  us ;  as  we  m  like  caie  might  cium  it  from 
hbi,  and  oertainly  wcntid  in  matters  agr^eaUe  to  our  fau- 
moar  expect  k:  wherefore  seeing  good  conversation  not  on^ 
ly  doth  not  harm  or  incommode  us,  but  is  most  b^eficbd* 
to  ourselves,  and  it  exeeedingly  may  benefit  our  neighbour^ 
it  is  most  just  that  we  should  afibid  it  to  him;  it  is  no 
more  than  fair  dealing  to  do  it ;  to  Delect itis  areal  isjory 
to  him. 

To  set  ill  example  before  our  neighbour,  or  (which  is  in 
part  and  in  effect  the  same)  to  widihoid  good  example  from 
him,  (for  not  to  give^i  good  examjde  is  a  bod  thing,  and  so 
a  bad  example  ;  this,)  I  say,  is  {^inly  a  great  iniqaity,  and 
a  wrong  to  him.    For, 

Is  it  not  an  injury  to  aSer  a  axp  ci  poison  to  any  man, 
to  invite  him  to  drink  it,  to  be  his  taat^  of  it,  so  drawing 
him  to  take  it  off  without  suspcion  or  fear  of  deadly  mis- 
chief? is  it  not  an  injury  to  forbear  warning  him  thereof,  or 
not  to  deter  him  from  it,  when  it  standeth  before  him,  «id 
he  b  ready  to  put  it  to  his  mouth  ?  would  not  such  a  man 
in  all  oonscionable  esteem  pass  for  a  musdorer  of  his  neigh- 
bour? 

Is  it  not  a  great  wrong  to  cimry  any  man  out  of  his  way 
(out  of  a^  right,  easy,  fair,  and  safe  road)  into  mazes,  thick- 
ets, and  skmghsy  or  into  intricate,  foul,  dangerous  by-ways? 
Is  it  not  wrongflil,  when  be  doth  wander  or  eit,  not  to  ij^ 
duce  him  thence,  not  ta  set  him  in  the  right  way  ? 

Is  it  not  very  foul  deaMng  to  bring  a  man  to  a  steep  pr&. 
cijnce,  and  thence  to  leap  down  before  him  ?  is  it  not  so,  not 
to  stop  him,  when  he  is  qn  the  brink,  and  blindly  moving 
forward  to  cast  himself  down  headlong  ? 

If  these  be  injurious  dealings,  then  palpably  it  is  far  more 
such  to  yield  any  enticements  or  encouragements,  yea  not 
to  put  obstructions,  if  we  are  able,,  to  our  neighbour's  in- 
curring sin,  which  to  his  soul  i&  all  those  things ;  the  most 
baneful  venom,  the  most  woful  exorbitancy,!  the  most  per? 
picious  gulf  that  can  be. 
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SERM.      We  by  sinninff  do  not  only,  as  the  Wise  Man  saith, 

L^^-    wrong  our  own  soubf  but  we  do  also  wrong  the  souls  of 

FioT.  YUi  others;  drawing  them  <h-  driving  them,  by  the  efficacious 

^'  impulse  of  our  example,  into  mischief  and  misery ;  for, 

I  Cob.  viu,  When^  saith  St.  Paul,  ye  sineo  against  the  brethren,  and 

^^  wof0ui  their  weak  cokscience,  ye  sin  against  Christ:  he  there 

speaketh  of  bad  example ;  the  which  he  not  only  affirmeth 

to  be  sinful  in  regard  of  Christ,  but  calleth  it  unning  against 

our  brethren «;  and  supposeth  that  we  thereby  do  wound 

^i^mmf    or  smite  th^r  conscience;  which  to  do  is  surely  no  less 

7!^!^*    wrong  to  them,  than  if  we  should  assault,  beat,  and  wound 

^^'^^'^thdr  bodies;  the  wounds  of  consdenoe  being  of  all  most 

gricTous,  and  producing  most  insupp^nlable  affliction ;  ac* 

Ptot.  xviii.  cording  to  that  o£  the  Wise  Man,  The  spirit  of  a  mdn  wiU 

bear  his  infirmities,  bu^  a  wounded  spirit  who  can  bear  f 

Indeed  by  thus  hurting  our  neighbour,  we  do  him  a 
wrong,  not  only  very  great  in  itself,  but  such  as  may  pro- 
bably be  irreparable,  for  which  hardly  we  can  ever  be  able 
to  make  him  any  restitution  or  compensation ;  for  a  better 
example  scarce  will  reach  all  whom  a  bad  example  hath 
touched ;  the  best  example  hardly  will  avail  to  undo  that 
which  a  bad  example  hath  done ;  if  thereby  we  have  en^ 
gaged  our  neighbour  in  sin,  we  by  no  means  can  restore  his 
Lun.  T.  16.  lost  innocence,  or  prevent  his  saying,    Woe  be  to  me,  for  I 
have  sinned :  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  recover  him  into  that 
state  (that  sound  condition  of  soul)  frmn  which  we  did  move 
him;  it  will,  however,  cost  him,  if  not  a  final  ruin,  yet  a 
1  Cor.  Tiii  sore  repentance ;  the  pangs  whereof  no  oompensaticm  which 
^^'  we  can  yield  will  requite :  the  wounds  which  we  thereby  do 

inflict  may  rankle  and  prove  incurable ;  they  assuredly  will 
find  no  easy  cure ;  they  must,  however,  either  in  conse- 
quence or  in  the  correction  be  very  punful ;  and  tiiey  will 
leave  an  ugly  scar  behind  them. 

The  injustice  of  this  practice  may  also  farther  appear  up« 
on  divers  special  accounts. 

f  'O  ykf  ifu^wf  lirk*  •%  rum  Z/mm  rnvvy  ^fSm  •iiU^/in^girmi  ufrirk 
awk  rmU9»     Ccmt,  Jp.  \l  17. 
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All  men  esteem  pity  a  debt  which  one  man  oweth  to  ano-  SERM. 
ther,  as  liable  to  grief  and  misery,  (the  obligation  whereto    LXV. 
is  written  in  the  bowels  o£  each  man ;)  which  pity  will  in- 
dine  to  succour  the  object  of  it  in  danger  or  distress;  where- 
fore every  man  by  the  natural  law  is  bound  to  endeavour 
the  prevention  or  the  rescue  of  another  falling  into  mischief; 
acccording  to  that  of  St  Jude,  Of  e<me  have  (Xw^|Www«,JudeW,23. 
nuddng  a  deference,  and  other e  save  with  fear,  putting  them 
out  of  ^  fire  ;  whence  to  draw  men  into  an  by  ill  practice, 
or  not  to  restrain 'them  from  it  by  good,  is  unjust,  as  a  piti- 
less, hardhearted,  cruel  thing^. 

Agmn ;  All  men  hold  flattery  to  be  a.  practice  very  abu- 
fiive,  or  more  than  amply  wrongful ;  as  with  injury  joining 
contempt  and  cozenage ;  taking  advantage  of  a  man's  infir- 
mity to  work  prejudice  to  him ;  it  is  indeed  a  mischievous, 
a  pernicious,  and  withal  a  perfidious,  an  insidious,  an  en- 
snaring practice ;  for,  A  flattering  mouthy  saith  the  Wise  Prov.  xxxL 
Man,  worketh  ruin ;  and,  A  man  that  fattereth  Ai?  «^^  i^avour  is 
bouTy  spreadeth  a  netjbr  his  feet :  but  flattery  is  not  only  deceitful. 
verbal;  the  worst  flattery  is  not  that  whereby  men  sooth  g^^*  **^ 
and  gloze  with  their  lips,  encoura^ng  others  by  fictitious  P'o^*  ^^^ 
commendations  to  persist  in  bad  courses ;  there  is  a  tacit 
flattery,  when  by  our  connivance  at  sin  we  seem  to  approve 
it  '9  there  is  a  real  flattery,  when  by  our  compliance  with 
sin  we  recommend  it  to  our  camerades ;  these  do  not  look 
so  grossly,  yet  do  insinuate  our  mind,  and  commonly  do 
inveigle  to  sin  more  efiectually ;   men  being  more  apt  to 
trust  our  deeds  than  our  words,  being  more  pleased  in  our 
vouching  their  actions  by  a  participation  in  them,  and  run- 
ning a  common  hazard  with  them,  than  in  our  straining 
to  commend  or  to  excuse  them  ;  whence  it  is,  that  gross 
flattery  hath  its  eflect  chiefly  upon  simpler  folks,  but  this 
subtile  flattery  doth  often  gull  and  abuse  persons  of  greatest 
capacity. 

Again  ;  A  good  conversation  before  men  is  a  part  of  that 
due  respect  which  we  owe  to  them.     There  is  a  regard 

^  I  Sam.  in.  13.    (Hu  sons  made  themselves  rile,  and  he  restnuned  Uicm 

POL) 
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SERM.  and  a  kind  of  revevenoe  to  be  had  toward  eyery  man ;  which 
L  should  engage  us  to  behave  ourselves  decentlj  in  his  pre- 


sence, signifying  a  consideration  and  esteem  of  his  person, 
of  his  opinion,  of  his  resentment,  of  his  affiection  toward  us: 
to  do  any  foul  or  unhandsome  thing  is  a  contempt  of  him, 
a  rudeness  toward  him,  an  affront  put  <m  him ;  whereby  in 
effect  we  do  slight,  disparage,  and  reproach  him ;  implying 
that  we  do  little  value  his  judgment,  that  we  care  not  for 
his  good- will ;  that  we  presume  he  hath  not  the  sense  to 
discern,  or  hath  not  the  spirit  to  dislike,  or  must  have  the 
patience  to  comport  with  our  unseemly  and  unsavoury  car- 
riage.  And  if  to  do  other  unhandsome  things  before  men 
is  such  an  indignity  offered  to  them,  then  it  is  especially 
such  to  commit  »n  before  them,  which  is  the  most  ugly, 
the  most  sordid,  the  most  loathsome  behaviour  that  can  be; 
there  is  no  deformity,  no  turfntude  in  nature  compfu*able  ta 
sin  ;  nothing  so  (tensive,  so  distasteful,  so  abominable  to  a 
rational  sense ;  so  that  the  Wise  Man'^s  saying  is  very  true» 
Pfov.  xiv.  taken  any  way.  He  that  despiseth  hie  neighbour^  einneth  : 
it  is  both  a  sin  to  contemn  him,  and  inning  is  an  argument 
of  contempt  toward  him ;  nor  can  we  better  observe  St.  Pe^ 
iPet.  Hi  17.  term's  injunction,  that  we  honour  oB  men^  than  by  forbearing 
to  sin  in  their  presence,  out  of  respect  to  them'.    But  further, 

IV.  Let  us  consider,  that  a  good  conversation  before  men 
is  a  public  benefit,  a  great  advantage  to  the  world  and  com* 
mon  state  of  men. 

It  is  not  only  a  good  office  of  charity  to  this  or  that  man; 
but  it  layeth  a  general  obligation  on  oiir  country,  on  our 
age,  on  posterity  itself;  upon  which  a  fruitful  life,  an  ex- 
emplary virtue  may  have  notable  influence. 

As  notorious  sin  is  a  plague  to  the  world,  throwing  in-» 
fection  and  death  about  it*;  provoking  the  wrath  of  Heaven, 
and  thence  deriving  vengeance  on  it ;  so  notable  virtue  is  a 
general  blessing,  producing  most  wholesome  and  comfort* 
able  effects  to  mankind. 

For  how  can  one  more  oblige  the  puUic,  than  by  con- 
ferring help  to  uphold  the  reputation,  and  to  propagate 
the  entertainment  of  those   things,   which  are  the  main 
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props  of  the  world,  for  the  sake  of  which  it  standeth,  and  SERM. 
by  the  means  of  which  it  is  sustained ;  than  by  preserving    ^'^^^- 
the  virtue  and  power  of  conscience,  which  is  the  band  of 
all  society,  the  guardian  of  faith  and  honesty,  the  best  en^ 
»urer  of  justice,  order,  and  peace  in  the  State,  (that  which 
eaaUeih  a  nation^  and  estabUeheth  ahingdom ;)  than  by  pro-  Prov.  xt«. 
dudng  and  promoting  those  diings  which  certidnly  wiil^***^^ 
procure  the  favour  and  blesang  of  God  on  any  people  ? 

How  can  a  man  better  deserve  of  the  world,  than  by 
eoncundng  to  stop  the  conta^on  of  sin,  and  the  overspread- 
ing deluge  of  iniquity,  together  with  all  the  lamentable 
mischiefs  consequent  on  them ;  than  by  averting  the  fierce 
wrath  and  severe  judgments  of  God,  which  a  general  pre- 
valence of  wickedness  necessarily  will  bring  down? 

Most  men  pretend  to  be  concerned  even  for  the  honour 
of  their  country;   and  how  can  we  better  promote  that 
than  by  checking  the  progress  of  mi,  which  will  not  only  Pn»r.  xir. 
be  the  bane,  but  m,  as  Solomon  telleth  us,  the  reproach  af^^ 
any  people? 

Jt  may  possibly  be,  it  hath  really  been,  that  the  conspi* 
cuous  virtue  of  a  few  men  (yea  sometimes  of  one  angle 
persop)  hath  leavened  a  country,  hath  seasoned 'an  age, 
hath  imbued  posterity  with  an  admiration  of  goodness, 
and  with  an  affection  to  it.     {One  many  suth  St.  Chryso- 
stom,  inflamed  with  zeal  may  euffice  to  refirrm  an  entire 
people^,)     So  among  the  Pagans  one  person  did  set  nip 
the  study  of  morality,  and  worthily  was  styled  the  parent  Socmtcs 
of  (the  most  useful)  philosophy;  whereby  he  did  exceed- PJjU^'j*^ 
ingly  benefit  mankind,  and  did  confer  much  toward  pre*  Tens  cic, 
paring  men  for  the  reception  of  our  heavenly  philosophy. 

Such  our  Lord  designed  his  Apostles  to  be ;  for.  Ye,  Matt  v.  13, 
saith  he,  are  the  lights  of  the  worlds  ye  are  the  salt  of  the  ^^ 
earth ;  and  such  in  effect  they  did  prove,  God  by  them,  as  2  Cor  ii. 
St  Paul  siuth,  mani/ieting  the  savour  of  his  knowledge  in  ^^ 
every  place;   they  not  only  by  their  heavenly  doctrine. 
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SERM.  but  chieflj_  by  the  lustre  and  influence  of   their  holy 
^X^-    example,  converting  the   world  from  impious  errors  and 
naughty  practices  unto  true   religion '  and  virtuous  con* 
versation;    they  did   lead  men  to  goodness  not  only  by 
the  ears,  but  by  the  eyes,  seeing  their  excellent  life,  and 
PhU.  iiL  17.  walking  as  th^  had  ihemjbr  ensamples* 
ivf  i"*^      It  consequently  may  be,  yea  hath  been^  that  the  sin- 
3  Thess.uLgular  integrity  of  one,  or  of  a  few  persons,  displaying  it- 
'  *  self,  hath  appeased  divine  wrath,  and  hath  staved  off  im« 

minent  ruin  from  a  people.     So  oae  Noah,  publicly  main- 
2  Pet.  iL  s.  twiiqg  and  preaching  righteousness^  did  preserve  the  whole 
race  of  m^  from  extirpation;    so  ten  persons   avowing 
Gakxyiii.  rigliteousness  would  have  kept  Sodom  from  that  rueful 
^^  destruction ;    so  one  good  man  (notably  owning  God,  and 

interposing  for   the  concerns  of  piety)  might  have  pre- 
vented thdt  calamitous  vengeance  which  fell  upon  Israel ; 
Jer.  T.  1.    as  Jeremy  ^old  before,  and  Ezekiel  ^ffinned  after  it ;  Rvn 
ye  to  andjroj  ssuth  Grod  in  Jeremy,  through  the  streets  of 
Jerusalem,  and  see  now  and  know,  and  seek  in  the  broad 
places  thereof  if  ye  can  find  a  man,  if  there  be  any  that 
e^Kecutethjudgm^U,  that  seekeih  truth,  and  I  wiU pardon  it  : 
Ezek.  nil.  and,  /  sought  Jor  a  man,  saith  God  in  Ezekiel,  amoTtg  them, 
^^'  fhat  should  make  up  the  hedge,  and  stand  in  the  gap  before 

mejbr  the  land,  that  I  should  not  destroy  i^  but  I  found  none; 
Isa.  i.  9.     therefore  have  I  poured  mine  indignation  upon  them :  there 
]ax!iV  18.  ^^  ^^^^  ^  remnant  of  those  who  closely  did  serve  Gtxl ;  and 
perhaps  seven  thousand  unknown  persons,  who  had  not  in 
their  hearts  deserted  religion ;  but  this  did  not  avert  God\i 
wrath,  or  preserve  the  nation  from  captivity ;  as  a  few  openly 
professing  and  resolutely  practisinggoodness  might  havedone. 
Now   who  would  not  be  giad  of  being  so  public  a 
friend,  so  general  a  benefactor,  in  performing  that  which 
doth  otherwise  so  much  become  him,  and  so  greatly  be^ 
hove  him ;  yielding  him  the  best  ornaments  and  highest 
advantages  even  upon  his  private  account  9    who  would 
not  be  ambitious  bath  to  oblige  his  country,  and  to  save 
his  own  soul  together,  by  a  worthy  conversation  ? 

Assuredly  nothing  can  be  advised  more  conducibl^  to 
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the  effecting  a  reformation  and  amendment  of  the  world,   SEKlVt. 
(and  consequently  to  the  "prosperity  and  felicity  of  mankind    LXV. 
here,)  than  a  conspiracy  of  good  men  in  a  frank  and  brisk 
avowing  of  goodness  in  the  face  of  the  world. 

V.  A  care  of  our  conversation  in  the  sight  of  men  is  need- 
ful for  the  preservation  of  our  good  name  and  fair  repute 
among  them. 

A  good  name  in  holy  Scripture  is  represented  as  a  special  ^  p^^m* 
gift  and  blessing  of  God,  bestowed  in  recompense  of  i^ety  £ccl.  vh  2. 
and  virtue^  and  preferred  before  other  most  considerable  ^^"^  v^** 
gifts  and  blessings  concerning  our  external  states ;  for,  By 
humility^  saith  the  Wise  Man,  a/nd  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  arevtov.  xxii. 
rkhee  amd  honour ;  both  are  the  rewards  of  piety ;  but  com-  ^ 
.  paring  them,  A  good  name,  saith  he,  is  rather  to  be  ^hosen^^^^^^^^^ 
than  greai  riches :  it  cannot,  therefore^  be  a  contemptible  i* 
thing,  nor  bught  it  to  be  neglected  by  us ;  for  none  of  God^^s 
gifts,  no  reward  which  he  proposeth,  ought  to  be  sUghted. 

Reason  and  experience  also  do  concur  in  shewing  that  a 
good  repute  is  a  valuable  thing,  not  only  as  a  fair  ornament 
of  our  persons,  and  a  commodious  instrument  of  action  to^ 
ward  our  private  welfare,  as  a  guard  of  our  safety  and  quiets 
as  serving  to  procure  divers  conveniences  of  life ;  but  as 
very  advantageous,  very  useful  upon  moral  and  spiritual  a;  •iVm^r. 
accounts;  qualifying  us  with  greater  ease  and  efficacy  toJ^^'[JJ|g^j'^" 
serve  Grod,  and  to  do  good ;  for  indeed  it  is  manifest,  that 
without  it  we  shall  be  uncapable  of  doing  God  or  man  any 
considerable  service. 

Wherefore,  in  duty  and  wisdom  we  should  be  careful  of^ 
preserving  this  Jewel ;  the  which  we  cannot  otherwise  do, 
than  by  observing  this  apostolical  rule,  of  providing  things 
honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men ;  for  a  good  conversation  is 
the  only  guard  and  convoy  of  a  good  name:  how  can 
men  conceive  good  opinion  of  us  otherwise  than  from  a 
view  of  worthy  qualities  and  good  deeds  ?  They  may  cha- 
ritably hope,  but  they  cannot  confidently  judge  well  of  us 
otherwise  than  upon  good  evidence :  Ye  shall  know  them  Matt  vil 
by  their Jruits^  (that  is,  by  apparent  works,  falling  under  ^^»  *"•  33- 
human  cognizance,)  is  the  rule  whereby    our    Saviour 
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S£RM.  teacheth  us  to  distin^ish  of  nlen,  and  to  build  a  right 
LXV.    opinion  concerning  them.     Honour  is  the  shadow,   the 
inseparable  attendant  of  conspicuous  virtue. 

A  good  conversation  will  indeed  command  esteem^  and 
irresistibly  extort  respect  from  all  men. 

Wise  and  good  men  heartily  will  approve  it,  and  gladly 
will  yield  it  due  commendation ;  they  cannot  but  honour 
itoin.  ziv.  it  whenever  they  see  it,  as  best  suiting  with  thm  own  judg« 
^^*  ment  and  with  their  affection. 

Yea  it  will  procure  respect  even  from  the  w^orst  men ; 
for  it  is  a  mistake  to  think  that  bad  men  really  do  or  can 
despise  true  goodness:  in  truth j  however  they  may  pre- 
tend or  make  a  shew  to  slight  and  scorn  it,  however  in 
words  they  may  flout  and  revile  it,  yet  in  their  hearts 
they  cannot  but  admire  and  reverence  it ;  although  their 
wiU  may  be  so  perverted  as  to  set  them  against  it,  yet 
their  reason  cannot  be  so  destroyed  (or  natural  light  so 
quenched  in  them)  as  to  disapprove  it ;  they  do  but  vilely 
ififisemble,  and  belie  thar  consdenoe,  when  they  make 
as  if  they  did  condemn  or  contemn  it:  Asy  saith  St. 
Chrysostom,  they  who  openly  do  flatter  ill  livers^  do  in 
their  mind  reprove  them  ;  so  they  who  enty  the  workers  of 
goody  in  their  conscience  will  admire  and  approve  them^; 
at  least  they  will  do  thus  in  their  sober  mind;  when 
with  any  serious  application  they  do  reflect  on  things; 
when  the  eye  of  their  soul  is  anywise  cleared  from  the 
mists  of  lust  and  passion :  it  is  not  to  be  heeded  what  they 
say  in  a  fluster  or  ranting  mood,  when  they  are  near  out  of 
their  wits,  and  have  their  judgment  stifled  by  sensual  ima- 
ginations ;  but  what  they  think  when  their  mind  is  some- 
what composed,  and  natural  light  doth  shine  freely  in  it. 

Indeed  such  wretches  really  do  most  des|nse  those  who 
consort  and  comply  with  them  in  ^ful  follies :  as  they 
cannot  in  their  hearts  honour  themselves,  so  they  cannot 
esteem  those  whom  they  find  like  unto  them ;  especially 

y,9fu    Chryu  in  MaiU  r*  L6^ 
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they  despise  thos^  whom  they  observe  to  be  so  base  and  sil-  SERM. 
ly,  as  against  their  own  judgment  and  consdence  to  fear  ^^^; 
their  displeasure  or  to  r^ard  their  censure ;  looking  upon 
them  as  vassals  to  their  humour,  and  renegadoes  from  their 
own  conscience. 

Moreover  a  good  conversation  certainly  will  engage  Al« 
mighty  Grod  to  protect  our  reputation,  and  to  confer  honour 
upon  us.  FcHT  he,  as  Governor  of  the  world,  the  Patron  of 
goodness,  the  Dispenser  of  proper  rewards  to  all,  is  in  a 
inanner  bound  to  encoun^  those  openly  who  visibly  do 
own  him  and  take  his  part,  who  promote  his  glory  and  in- 
terest, who  pay  him  due  service  and  obedience,  who  in  re* 
gard  to  his  authority  do  faithfully  pursue  that  which  is 
right  and  good ;  he  surely  will  see  fit  to  repay  such  in  the 
same  kind,  by  op^y  acknowledging,  countenancing,  and 
honourmg  them :  accordingly  he  hath  tied  himself  to  do  so 
by  his  express  w(«d  and  promise ;  for,  Thern^  saith  he,  **«'^  ^^*°*'  "* 
honour  met  I  wiU  honowr ;  and  they  that  despise  me,  shall 
be  lighUy  esteemed:  he  said  it  in  reference  to  old  Eli,  who 
had  neglected  the  duty  of  restraining  his  sons  fnxn  sin ; 
*which  is  a  case  very  much  of  kin  to  all  neglect  of  exemplary 
piety.  And,  Whosoervery  saith  our  Lord,  shaU  confess  ^n^LukeiSLt. 
hefbre  men^  him  shall  the  San  of  mem  also  confess  b^ore  the 
angels  of  God;  but  he  that  denieth  me  before  men^  shall  be 
denied  before  the  angels  of  God :  the  which  (one  most  com- 
fortable,  the  other  most  terrible)  sentences  are  to  be  under- 
stood, He  that  confesseth  our  Lord  not  merely, by  verbal 
{NTofesaon,  (for  divers  4uch  who  say^  Lord,  Lord,  he  will  ^^•'^'  ^ 
not  so  much  as  know  at  the  final  judgm^t,)  but  in  real  ^' 
practice ;  he  that  denieth  him,  not  only  by  renouncing  him 
with  the  tongue,  but  by  disobeying  him  in  scandalous  con- 
versation, by  wcMrking  iniquity,  by  tlie  apostasy  of  bad  man- 
ners. 

VL  Lastly;  The  public  dischargeof  a  good  conscience  will 
yield  manifold  advantages  and  great  benefits  to  ourselves ; 
not  only  as  good  (and  thence  needful  to  our  salvation  and 
our  comfort)  but  as  public;  some  of  which  I  shall  touch. 

Such  a  practice  will  much  seciu^  and  strengthen  us  in 
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SERM.  goodness ;  for  he  that  bath  the  heart  with  resolution  and 
^XV'  constancy  to  do  well,  notwithstanding  any  worldly  discour- 
agement, although  he  thereby  doth  cross  the  humour  of 
the  world,  and  incurreth  the  displeasure,  envy,  hatred,  cen-^ 
sure^  and  obloquy  of  men,  he  thus  having  exalted  h'ls  virtue 
above  the  favour  and  fear  of  the  world,  hath  set  it  in  a  safe 
place^  hath  rendered  it  impregnable. 

The  consideration  of  having  attmned  so  happy  and  so 
worthy  a  victory  over  the  most  dangerous  temptations  (the 
1  John  V.4.  victory  of  faith  over  the  world)  will  be  very  comfortable ; 
and  the  sufferings  which  (from  the  diofavoiur,  enmity,  and 
opposition  of  men)  do  attend  such  a  practice,  being  a  kind 
of  martyrdom,  will  yield  all  the  joys  and  comforts  (together 
with  the  hopes  and  rewards)  of  an  heroical  patience. 

It  will  afford  great  satisfaction  of  mind  to  reflect  on  the 
consequences  of  such  a  practice ;  and  td  consider  that  our 
resolution  hath  engaged  or  confiitned  others  in  goodness^ 
hath  preserved  tliem  from  sin^  hath  withdrawn  them  from 
bad  courses,  and  saved  them  from  perdition  ;  that  we  have 
been  instrumental  to  the  salvation  and  happiness  of  any 
soul ;  that,  beside  our  own  sins,  (which  are  a  burden  too' 
heavy  for  any  man  well  to  bear,)  we  have  not  the  sins  of 
others  to  account  for,  and  shall  not  be  loaded  with  the  guilt 
of  those  whom  our  neglect  of  duty,  our  compliance  with  sin^ 
our  stupid  coldness  and  indifference  in  regard  to  spiritual 
aflmrs,  our  dissimulatioil  or  connivance  at  the  scandalous  vio« 
lation  of  6od>  honour  and  transgression  of  his  laws,  might 
have  encouraged  in  sin ;  that  we  are  not  liable  to  that  re- 
KjEck-  xliii.  proof  in  the  Prophet,  Ye  hwoe  strengthened  the  hands  of  the 
^'  wickedy  that  he  should  not  return  Jrom  his  wicked  way. 

We  shall  highly  oblige  those  whom  by  our  good  en- 
deavour or  exainple  we  shall  convert  to  righteousness,  or 
reclaim  from  iniquity,  or  shall  anywise  stop  in  their  career 
to  ruin;  who  when  they  shall  recover  from  their  error, 
2Tim.  iL  and  soberly  reflect  on  their  case,  (when  they  shall  ai«u^- 
^^*  fwiv,  become  again  sober,  getting  out,  as  it  were,  of  their 

drunken  flt,)   will  heartily   thank  us,  will  bless  us,  will 
pray  for  us,  as  having  laid  on  them  a  very  ^reat  obliga- 
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tion,  and  done  them  the  greatest  kindness  that  could  be ;   SERM. 
so  that  they  will  be  ready  to  say  to   us,  as  David  did  to    LXV. 
Abigail,  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel^  who  sent  thee  i  Sam.  mt. 
this  day  to  meet  me :  and  blessed  be  thy  advice,  and  blessed^^* 
be  thou^  which  hast  kept  me  this  day  from  shedding  of  blood ; 
this  will  be  the  consequence  of  plain  dealing  in  such  cases, 
and  that  will  be  fulfilled  which  the  Wise  Man  saith.  He  Pror.xxtiil. 
that  rebvkeih  a  man  cfterwaris  shall  find  more  Javour  *?"  "!**•  *• 
ihan  he  thatfiattereth  with  the  tongue. 

We  thereby  shall  escape  the  sore  complaints  and  fell 
curses  of  those  whom  our  naughty  or  careless  demeanour 
hath  involved  in  sinful  practice ;  for  when  their  conscience 
is  awakened  into  a  sense  of  their  guilt,  when  they  feel  the 
stings  of  remorse,  when  they  perceive  the  extreme  damage 
and  woe  which  they  have  incurred,  then  will  they  discharge 
their  resentments  of  heart  against  those  who  have  anywise 
been  accessary  to  their  fall  into  such  a  condition ;  then  in 
their  bitterness  of  souU  in  the  agony  of  their  sorrow  and  per- 
plexity, they  will  be  apt  to  exclaim.  Cursed  be  the  day  that  I 
knew  such  an  oqe,  or  that  I  did  converse  with  him,  who  did 
betray  me  into  this  plight,  who  did  inveigle  me  into  tempta- 
tion, who  did  not  pluck  me  back  from  that  sinful  practice  by 
which  I  now  so  deeply  suffer ;  cursed  be  his  base  cowardice, 
his  fond  modesty,  his  affected  wisdom,  his  treacherous  negli- 
gence, his  unconscionable  indifference,  his  impious  want  of 
zeal  for  God^s  honour  and  charity  for  my  soul,  which  did 
keep  him  from  checking  me  in  my  bad  courses  and  reclaim- 
ing me  to  my  duty  by  wholesome  reproof,  by  seasonable  ad- 
vice,  by  exemplary  practice  before  me ;  it  will  surely  be  a 
great  comfort  to  us,  that  we  have  not  given  occasion  for 
such  complaints ;  but  in  proportion  may  say  with  St  Paul, 
/  am  ptirejrom  the  blood  of  all  men ;  for  I  have  not  shunned  ^ct§  x«# 
to  declare  unto  yoii  all  the  counsel  of  God.  ^^' 

It  is  also  no  small  advantage  to  us,  that  by  a  good  con-  ir.x,^  7^ 
versation  we  shall  procure  the  particular  friendship  and  af- 
fection of  good  men ;  for  it  is  that  which  discovereth  good 
men  to  one  another,  which  kindleth  their  affection  toward 
each  other,  which  draweth  them  together,  and  breedeth 

VOL.  III.  s 
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S£RM.  a  familiarity  between  them,  and  knitteth  their  hearts  to- 
LXV.    gethcr  in  a  holy  love;  from  whence  they  come  to  enjoy 


the  faithful  advice,  the  kind  assistance,  the  seasonable  con- 
solations, and  the  hearty  prayers  each  of  other ;  the  which 
great  benefits  are  lost  by  concealment  of  ourselves,  and 
reservedness  in  doing  good ;  for  how  can  any  man  know 
him  to  deserve  love,  whose  goodness  is  not  discernible  ? 

Such  considerations  may  induce  all  persons,  of  every 
rank  and  condition,  to  observe  this  apostolical  precept,  so 
far  as  their*  capacities  do  reach;  I  shall  only  adjoin,  that 
it  especially  doth  concern  persons  of  quality,  in  proportion 
to  their  eminency  in  dignity,  power,  authority,  reputation, 
or  any  peculiar  advantage,  whereby  the  beneficial  efficacy 
of  good  conversation  is  increased. 
Mattv.  14.  Such  persons  are  like  •  d.ty  seated  on  a  mountain  which 
cannot  be  hid ;  the  height  of  their  station  and  lustre  of  their 
quality  do  expose  them  to  the  observation  of  all ;  and  their 
authority  doth  recommend  their  practice  to  the  imitation 
of  obsfsrvers. 

Their  example  cannot  fail  of  having  a  mighty  influence ; 
its  light  doth  guide  mei/,  its  weight  doth  away  them ;  it 
doth  seem  to  warrant  and  authorise  practice;  inferiors 
would  be -afraid  or  ashamed  to  discost  from  it. 

They  .h^ve  not  the  temptations  which  other  men  have 
to  comply  witji  sin  out  of  fear,  out  of  complaisance,  out  of 
design ;  they  bang  to  lead  and  give  law,  not  to  follow  or 
recdve  it ;  they  being  the  first  movers  in  conversation ;  the 
fashion  being  regulated  by  them,  or  indeed  being  merely  a 
conformity  to  their  deportment. 
Omit.  A-  They  should  by  their  innocence  qualify  themselves  to 
post,  ii  17.  reprove  others  with  authcnity  and  c6urage. 

They  in  gratitude  to  Grod,  who  hath  bestowed  on  them  such 
advantages,  are  obliged  to  employ  them  for  his  service. 
They  particularly  were  deagned  and  endowed   with 
Jtom.  ziiL  those  advantages,  that  by  them  they  might  countenance, 
I P^  22^  11^  might  encourage,  might  reward,  might  by  all  means  pro- 
mote goodness  in  the  world. 

They    accordingly    are    rcsponable   for  the  influence 
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their  conversation  hath ;  so  that  in  the  final  account  most  SERM. 
actions  of  men  will  lie  at  their  door,  so  that  they  shall  re*  LXV. 
spectively  be  either  highly  rewarded  for  the  virtues  and 
good  works^  or  severely  punished  for  the  vices  and  sins  of 
mankind :  the  which  most  weighty  consideration  I  leave  by 
Gbd*s  grace  to  be  seriously  apphed  by  them,  who  are  con- 
cerned therein. 


s  % 


SERMON  LXVI. 


PROVIDE  THINGS  HONEST  IN  THE  SIGHT  OF  ALL 

MEN. 


2  Cor.  viii.  2L 

Promding  Jbr  honest  things^  not  ordy  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lordy  but  oho  in  the  sight  of  men. 

SERM.    If  we  observe  the  world,  we  may  easily  therein  discern 
LXVI.   many  persons,  who  being  inwardly  well  disposed  (standing 
""  right  both  in  judgment  and  affection  to  goodness)  are  yet 

loath  to  appear  very  good,  and  hardly  will  own  Chris- 
tian virtue  in  the  constant  discharge  of  public  duties,  or  in 
strict  abstinence  from  sinful  practices;  but  commonly 
(against  the  dictate  of  their  reason,  and  sense  of  their  heart) 
neglect  the  one,  and  comply  with  the  other :  an  odd  sort 
of  hypocrites  or  dissemblers ;  who  studiously  conceal  their 
better  part,  and  counterfeit  themselves  worse  than  they 
are ;  who  adore  God  in  their  hearts,  and  address  devotions 
to  him  in  their  closets,  but  scarce  will  avow  him  in  their 
.  visible  profession  and  practice ;  who  have  a  conscience,  but 
are  shy  of  disclosing  it,  or  letting  it  take  air,  and  walk 
in  open  light,  confining  it  as  a  criminal  to  close  restraint 
or  obscure  retirement ;  who  gladly  would  be  religious 
and  staunch,  if  there'  might  be  no  notice  taken  of  it,  but 
take  care  of  being  remarkable  (or  as  it  were  scandalous) 
for  it;  who  tJiink  fit  to  compromise  and  compound  the 
business  between  God  and  the  world,  maintaining  a  neu- 
trality and  correspondence  with  both,  so  as  privately  to 
court  the  one,  and  publicly  to  close  with  the  other. 
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Such  practice  is  flatly  repugnant  to  that  rule,  which    SERM. 
otherwhere  in  precept,  and  here  by  his  own  example,  the  LXVL 
holy  Apostle  doth  recommend  to  us ;  directing  us  not  on- Rom.  xSjL 
ly  b^re  God^  (that  is,  in  our  heart,  and  in  our  secret  re-,^^* , 
tirements,  which  God  alone  doth  behold,)  but  also  before  ^^irmn 
men,  that  is,  in  our  external  and  yisible  conversation,  care^ 
fully  to  perform  things  good  and  laudable,  eschewing  what- 
ever is  bad  or  culpable* 

.Our  obligation  to  which  rule  hath  already  been  confirmed 
by  divers  other  precepts  in  holy  Scripture,  concurring  in 
the  injunction  of  it ;  and  its  observance  urged  by  various 
positive  considerations  of  great  weight  and  force,  (declaring 
how  necessary  it  is  for  promoting  God^s  honour  and  glory, 
how  requisite  it  is  for  mainttuning  the  dignity  of  our  pro- 
fession, and  advancing  the  interests  of  goodness,  how  cha- 
rity and  justice  toward  our  neighbour  do  exact  it  from  us, 
how  conducibic  it  is  to  the  public  benefit  of  mankind,  and 
how  advantageous  in  many  respects  to  our  own  particular 
welfare ;)  and  not  insisting  farther  upon  those  considera- 
ti(»ns,  I  shall  now  only  enforce  it  by  scanning  the  common 
principles,  grounds,  motives,  pretences  or  excuses  of  the 
contrary  practice,  which  I  before  touched,  of  openly  desert- 
ing virtue,  or  declining  the  performance  of  duty  before  men ; 
and  by  shewing  how  very  foolish  and  vain,  how  very  naugh- 
ty and  base,  how  very  mischievous,  dangerous,  and  perni- 
cious they  are. 

They  chiefly  are  those  which  I  shall  immediately  touch 
and  reflect  upon. 

1,  Men  commonly  in  their  visible  conversation  do  neglect 
their  duty,  or  comply  with  sin  out  of  modesty ;  because 
they  are  ashamed  of  doing  that  which  may  expose  them  to 
some  disgrace  or  censure;  because  virtuous  practice  may 
raise  distaste  in  the  company,  and  provoke  the  scorn  of 
tjiose  with  whom  they  converse :  because  such  a  point  of 
duty  is  out  of  request,  and  slighted  in  the  world ;  they  are 
afraid  of  men^s  faces ;  their  tender  forehead  catinot  sua.  jcr.  I.  $4 
tain  derision,  or  endure  to  be  flouted  for  being  out  of  the 
mode,  and  wearing  an  uncouth  garb  of  con^ience. 

But  this  plainly  is  a  perverse  and  unmanly  modesty  ;  a 
s3 
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SEEM,  fimd,  a  vile,  a  shameful  shame :  fie  on  it  1  should  any  man 
^^^^'  be  ashamed  of  that,  winch  is  his  chief  beauty,  his  best  or- 
nament, his  sole  dignity  and  glory  ?  should  a  man  be  ashamed 
of  being  evidently  wise  in  his  conduct,  of  following  his  rea* 
son,  of  consulting  his  true  interest,  of  pursuing  his  own  c^-» 
tain  wdfare  and  felicity  ?  is  it  fit  that  any  man  should  be 
ashamed  of  paying  due  acknowledgment,  of  yielding  due  le^ 
verence,  of  rendering  due  gratitude,  of  performing  due  ser- 
Tice  to  his  Creator,  soviereign  Lord,  and  great  Benefactor ; 
to  whom  he  oweth  all,  upon  whose  will  he  entirely  d^end* 
eth,  at  whose  absolute  disposal  he  is  ?  Surely  these  are  no 
shameful  things,  but  such  rather  wherein  we  ought  to  haye 
the  greatest  confidence,  which  we  ought  to  perform  with  the 
greatest  assurance. 

If  we  are  bashful,  let  us  be  so  in  regard  to  things  which 

are  truly  shameful ;  let  us  be  ashamed  of  sin,  that  is,  of 

our  most  real  deformity,  our  turpitude,  our  disgrace,  our 

wretchedness ;  the  which,  indeed,  i^  die  only  dishonourable 

and  despicable  thing ;  the  which  did  first  produce  shame. 

Gen.  iiL  2.  and  did  introduce  it  into  the  world,  (for  while  innocence  did 

"'  abide,  there  was  no  shame,)  and  the  which  will  ever  ogrry 

shame  along  as  its  inseparable  adherent :  it  would  indeed 

beocxne  us  to  blush  at  pur  horrible  unworthiness  and  detest* 

able  ingratitude  toward  our  bountiful  Lord,  and  most  gra* 

cious  Redeemer ;  it  were  proper  for  us  to  be  confounded  at 

our  extreme  folly  and  foul  treachery  toward  ourselves^  in 

betraying  our  souls  to  guilt,  to  regret,  to  wrath  and  punish- 

Pf.  zzT.  3.  ™^°^  •  ^h^  should  be  ashamed,  who  not,  the  holy  Psalmist 

Ps.  cxix.     hath  well  taught  us.  Let  none  that  wait  on  thee  be  ashamed; 

let  them  be  ashamed  which  transgress  without  cause :  and, 

Let  the  proud  be  ashamed — ^but  let  my  heart  Be  sound  in  thy 

statutes^  that  I  be  not  ashamed. 

It  is  true  modesty  to  be  ashamed  of  doing  unworthy  and 
unhandsome  things ;  but  to  be  ashamed  of  doing  what  rea- 
son and  duty  require,  is  pitiful  weakness  of  mind. 

We  do  not  owe  so  muqh  regard  to  vicious  and  vain  per- 
^  sons,  as  to  be  dashed  out  of  countenance  by  them ;  we  should 

rather  by  our  masculine  resolution  and  upright  confidence 
Tit  iL  f.    put  them  to  confusion. 

S 
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If  Bhame  be  an  evil  which  we  would  avoid,  the  only  re-  SERM. 
medj  thereof  we  may  learn  from  those  words  of  the  Psalm^  LXVI* 
isly  T^henshaU  I  not  be  (uhamedy  when  I  have  respect  to  tht^p^  cxix. 
testimonies:  but  it  is  a  fond  course  to  shun  disgrace  by  ^ 
doing  that  which  alone  deserveth  it 

Is  it  not  also  a  wild  thing  to  seem  modest  toward  men, 
while  we  are  really  so  bold  with  God,  as  presumptuously 
to  offend  him,  to  affront  him,  to  proooke  him  (as  those  in  Is.  izy.  S. 
the  Prophet  did)  to  his  face  f  for  so  indeed  every  sinner^  ]^^  ' 
doth ;  and  as  it  is  the  greatest  inadvertency  not  to  qonuder 
Gtod  alway  present  with  us,  so  it  is  the  height  of  impudence 
to  sin  in  his  presence,  or  to  prefer  a  regard  to  men  before 
the  reverence  due  to  his  eye  *.  % 

Is  it  not  also  great  folly  tor  declining  a  little  present 
tran^nt  disgrace,  to  do  that  whereof  afterward  we  shall 
be  grievously  and  perpetually  ashamed ;  wtudh  we  shall  Wisd.  !▼. 
never  remember  or  reflect  upon  without  confusion,  (accord- 
ing to  that  of  the  Apostle,   Whai  fruit  had  ye  of  those  ^^et.Txa. 
things  ^whereof  ye  are  now  ashamed  f)  the  consequence  ^^  . 
whereof  is  our  standing  obnoxious  to  shame  and  everlast-ti, 
tng  contempt.  Dan.  xii.  2. 

If  we  be  thus  ashamed  of  Ood,  and  of  our  duty  to  him, 
may  he  not  justly  in  recompense  be  ashamed  of  us,  and 
disdain  to  own  us  in  favour  and  mercy  ?  He  will  surely,  he 
hath  often  declared  so ;    Whosoever,  saith  our  Lord,  ^AoS^u^^  j,. 
be  ashamed  of  me  and  of  my  words,  of  him  shall  the  Son  |^' *"•  ?; 
of  man  be  ashamed,  when  he  shall  come  in  his  own  glory,  \%, 
and  in  his  Father's,  and  of  the  holy  angels. 

2.  Another  principle,  near  of  kin  to  the  former,  dispos. 
ing  men  to  commit  sin,  or  wave  duty  in  their  open  conver- 
aation,  is  fear  of  losing  the  good-will,  or  getting  the  ill-will 
of  men. 

It  must  oflen  happen,  that  whoever  will  be  virtuous,  and 
stick  to  his  duty,  will  forfeit  the  favour  of  men,  wiU  incur 
their  displeasure,  will  provoke  their  indignation ;  by  cross* 
ing  their  humour  and  conceit,  by  implicitly  slighting  their 
o|Mnion  and  condemmng  their  practice ;  this  is  the  portion  * 

*  Quid  quaeso  ratioDis  hab«t  verQcmnUui  ad  diem  hominiftt  et  vultum  iHi 
Don  vererL     Bern,  /?/.  108. 

s  4 
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SERM.  and  fate  of  strict  and  stiff  piety ;  the  friendship  of  God  and 

LXVI.  the  world  are  not  well  consistent ;  and  St.  Paul's  rule  may 

Jam.  iv.  4.  be  converted.  If  1  should  please  men,  I  should  not  be  the 

1  John  iL   ^gr^ifant  of  Christ :  hence  men  prizing  the  favour  of  men 

GaL  i.  10.  with  the  advantages  of  it,  and  dreading  their  anger,  hatred, 

disdain,  with  the  mischiefs  consequent  on  them,  are  scared 

from  their  duty. 

But  in  truth  this  is  a  silly,  a  base,  a  sorry  fear,  arguing 
wretched  meanness  of  spirit,  and  pitiful  cowardice.     For, 

Dost  thou,  fond  wretch,  fear  to  lose  tlie  favour  of  man, 
whose  favour  doth  avail  nothing  to  thy  main  interests,  and 
cannot  anywise  considerably  benefit  thee,  (for  in  no  respect 
dost  thou  depend  on  his  will  and  providence,)  but  dost  not 
fear  being  deprived  of  God's  favour,  upon  which  all  thy 
good  hangeth,  wherein  thy  felicity  consisteth,  without  which 
thou  art  uncapable  of  any  prosperity,  of  any  security,  of 
any  joy  or  comfort  ? 

Dost  thou  fear  the  displeasure  of  man,  of  poor  impotent 

.lobzxv.  e.man,  a  sorry  frail  worniy  whobC  breath  is  in  his  nostrils^ 

Is,  a.  t2.    ^Yeady  to  fly  away  in  every  moment,)  whose  anger  can  do 

thee  no  real  harm,  whose  power  can  hardly  touch  thee,  can 

Matt.iz.28.  nowise  reach  thy  soul  or  its  concerns ;  whilst  thou  dreadest 

not  to  offend  the  eternal  almighty  God,  under  whose  feet 

thou  l^est,  ready  to  be  crushed  into  nothing,  or  stamped 

down  into  hell  at  his  pleasure  ? 

Darest  thou  not,  O  heartless  dastard,  tp  do  that  which 
is  in  thy  power  easily  to  do,  which  thou  art  infinitely  con- 
cerned to  do,  which  upon  so  many  accounts  thou  art  oblig- 
ed to  do,  out  of  fear  to  cro^s  thine  equal,  yea  far  thine  in- 
ferior in  this  case ;  for  he  that  standeth  to  his  duty^  as  he 
hath  the  better  cause,  so  he  hath  the  greater  force,  and  as- 
suredly will  defeat  all  his  opposers? 

Art  thou,  O  pusillanimous  slave,  in  regard  to  any  crea- 
ture, thy  fi^llow-subject  and  servant,  afraid  of  expressing 
thy  loyalty  to  thy  sovereign  Lord,  thy  love  to  infinite  good- 
ness, thy  gratitude  to  thy  best  friend  and  kindest  benefac- 
tor, thy  reverence  toward  the  divine  majesty,  thine  awe  of 
imcontrollable  power  ?  is  this  a  reasonable,  an  excusable,  a 
tolerable  fear  ? 
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Surely  if  .ever  to  be  diiven  out  of  heart  is  reproachful,  SERM. 
if  ever  to  be  cowed  doth  argue  infirmity  and  abjectness  of  LXVI. 
spirit,  it  is  in  this  case ;  when  we  have  all  the  reason  and 
obligation  in  the  world  to  be  most  courageous  and  resolute, 
to  fear  no  colours,  to  make  our  party  good  agi^nst  all  op- 
position ;  when  we  have  the  greatest  necessity  to  engage  us, 
and  the  greatest  advantage  to  encourage  u^  to  hold  out 
stoutly ;  the  greatest  necessity,  seeing  all  that  we  have,  our 
life,  our  salvation,  our  eternal  weal  doth  lie  at  stake ;  Jbr  it 
is  not  a  vavn  thmgjbr  you^  because  it  is  your  life:   the i)eut.xzxii. 
greatest  advantage,  for  that  if  we  will,  we  are  invincible,  *''• 
and  assured  of  an  easy  victory,  seeing  we  take  part  with  God, 
and  have  Omnipptency  on  our  side ;  so  that  we  can  say  with 
David,   The  Lord  is  fnt/  helper y  I  mill  not  fear  what  man^^  a^m. 
can  do  unto  me :    The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation^  lieb.  xiiL  «. 
whom  shall  I  fear  f  the  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my  life^  of^^"^  ^.V 
whom  shaU  I  he  afraid  f  1,  S.  xlvi  t. 

There  is  not  indeed,  to  those  who  are  under  God's  spe-''®'^-*:®* 
cial  protection,  and  confide  in  hira,  any  thing  in  nature  Isa.  ill.  lo. 
really  formidable  or  terrible  :  it  is  his  peculiar  attribute  tog^'iy"^.*' 
be  the  miehty  and  terrible  One ;  he  reoommendeth  himself  Num.  xW. 
to  US  as  our  fear y  that  is,  the  special  object  of  it;  we,  there^xxxi.  8. 
fore  do  sacrilegiously  wrong  him,  by  fearing  any  other  thing  *  Chrou. 
in  such  cases  of  competition,  and  when  we  are  concerned  Jer.  v.*  22. 
to  fear  hira;  whence  then  we  are  prohibited  to  fear  thej:^*        . 
greatest  powers  in  the  world ;  Fear  not  them  which  kiU  the  Deut.  viL 
body  J   (if  God  permit  them,)  but  are  not  able  to  ^»^  ^A^xxviU.  58. 
sold :  but  rather  fear  him  vcJio  is  able  to  destroy  both  body  ^^  l^xvL  r, 

J         7  .      ,    „  11.  xcix.  3. 

(ind  soul  tn  hell.  i^  ^-.^  l^^ 

Wlw,  saith  St.  Peter,  is  he  that  wiU  (or  that  can)  Jiarm^^i-  ^^' 

Matt.  X 
youy  if'  ye  be  followers  qft/iat  which  is  good  ? — whereforp  26,  «8. ' 

be  not  afraid  of  tlieir  terror^  nether  be  troubled ;  but  sane-  '^'^  j  ***'^" 

tfy  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts^  (bv  a  pure  confidence  in  i  Pet.  iu, 

him.)  '  »^'^*- 

In  such  cases,  we  should  be  ready  to  accost  the  greatest 

potentates  in  terms  like  those  of  the  three  brave  youths  in 

Daniel :  O  Nebuchadnezzar^  zve  are  not  careful  to  answer  P*"'  ""-1^: 

thee  in  this  matter.     If  it  be  sOy  our  God  whom  we  serve  is 

able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning  feryfurnucey  and  he  will 
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SERM.  ddiver  ua  out  of  thine  hand^  O  king.  But  (hoi^ever)  ifnot^ 
^  LXVL  be  it  known  unto  thee^  O  kitig^  that  we  wiU  not  eerve  thg 
godSf  nor  worship  thy  golden  image  whkk  thou  haet  set  up. 
And  if,  in  imitation  of  so  worthy  an  example,  we  flbould 
defy  the  wrath  of  the  greatest  kings,  demanding  any  sinful 
compliance  from  us,  how  poor  a  thing  is  it  to  fear  the  dis. 
pleasure  of  sorry  companions  enticing  us  to  the  Uke  ?  how 
much  more  should  we  defy  all  the  crew  of  hectorly  ruffians 
and  huffing  braggadocios  ? 

While,  wicked  profane  men  are  so  bold  and  stout  in  im- 
pugning  goodness,  we  should  be  courageous  in  defence  of 
l>RiT.zxyi]L  it.     The  righteous  is  as  bold  as  a  lion. 
^-  The  fear  of  God  (the  which  is  most  reasonable  and  pru» 

dent,  and  consistent  with  the  bravest  courage)  should  ex. 
elude  the  fear  of  men ;  the  which  is  no  less  vain  t|^an  base; 
the  which  indeed  doth  involve  the  wildest  boldness,  and 
most  rash  fool-hardiness  in  the  world,  pushing  us  into  the 
most  desperate  adventures  that  can  be ;  while  by  sinning 
we  inbense  the  most  dreadful  anger,  we  invade  the  most 
formidable  power,  we  incur  the  most  horrible  dangers,  we 
run  headlong  into  the  jaws  of  death  and  hell :  such  a  mix- 
ture there  is  of  base  cowardice  and  mad  audacity  in  prac- 
tices issuing  from  that  principle. 

8.  Men  commonly  do  neglect  the  open  practice  of  virtue 
out  of  care  to  decline  envy  ;  for  ill  men  seeing  others  wi- 
dowed with  worthy  qualities,  which  they  want ;  perform- 
ing  good  deeds,  from  which  their  infirmity  or  pravity  doth 
hold  them  averse;   entitled  to  commendations,  rewards, 
and  advantages  to  which  they  cannot  aspire,  and  whereby 
they  seem  to  eclipse  their  credit,  or  impair  their  interest, 
or  expose  their  unworthiness ;  cannot  look  on  such  per- 
30ns  without  an  evil  egcy  or  without  conceiving  in  their 
heart  malevolent  grudges  at  them,  which  they  will  be  apt 
to  vent  in  spiteful  practices,  endeavouring  to  supplant  or 
Invidiam    blast  their  virtue ;  men  are  apt  to  envy  the  favourites  of 
^^*viitoie"  ^^>  ^'^  ^^^y  ^^^  ^*  princes.     Nor  indeed  doth  any  thing 
leiicta?      more  powerfully  incite  men  to  hurt  their  neighbour  than 
ncre^iwr.  s-"^^  malignity,  being  edged  by  that  anguish  which  their 
iioT,  Scrm. gore  c)e  doth  feel ;  to  shun  which  envy,  and  its  mischiev- 
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pus  effects,  men  cotninoiily  are  tempted  to  withdraw  its  SERM. 
cause,  their  own  virtue,  that  its  bright  lustre  may  not  LXVI, 
wound  the  sight  of  buch  neighbours.  - 

But  thus  to  appease  envy  in  deserting  virtue  is  v^y 
fond  and  absurd.     For, 

Shall  I  cast  away  my  best  goods,  because  another  would 
not  have  me  to  enjoy  them  P  shall  I  be  terribly  sick,  to 
cure  another^s  distempered  fancy  ?  shall  I  render  myself 
miserable,  because  another  doth  not  like  to  see  me  happy  ? 
because  he  doth  wimt  charity,  must  I  forego  innpceuce  ? 
because  he  doth  not  love  me,  shall  I  hate  myself?  to  please 
him  merely,  without  bettering  him,  to  ease  him  of  a 
wholesome  smart,  shall  I  displease  Grod  and  abuse  myself? 

Would  he  not  be  a  ^Uy  man,  who  being  envied  because 
he  seemeth  a  favourite  of  his  prince,  would,  to  gratify 
such  enviers,  offend  his  prince  ?  No  surely,  this  is  too  fond 
a  regard  unto  any  man^s  base  disposition,  this  is  too  great  a 
gratification  of  an  enemy's  pleasure,  this  is  too  slavish  a  de- 
pression of  a  man's  self;  rather  let  him  fret,  let  him  torment 
himself,  let  him  inflict  a  just  punishment  on  his  own  un- 
charitable  and  unworthy  humour ;  whereby  perhaps  he  may 
be  reduced  to  discern  his  folly  and  correct  his  fault. 

Would  any  man  upon  such  terms  part  with  his  estate, 
mar  his  business,  slur  his  reputation,  or  purposely  play  the 
fool  ?  would  any  man  become  poor,  infamous,  or  con- 
temptible,  because  to  be  rich,  to  be  prosperous,  to  be  ho- 
nourable, to  be  wise,  are  invidious  things?  Much  less 
should  a  man  upon  that  account  neglect  his  duty,  thereby 
betraying  his  soul,  discarding  the  love  and  favour  of  God, 
destroying  the  satisfaction  of  his  conscience,  and  forfeiting 
his  hopes  of  felicity :  damages  and  mischiefs  comparable 
to  which  aU  the  envy  and  ^pite  in  the  world  can  nowise 
bring  upon  him. 

If  we  would  avoi4  envy,  we  should  not  do  it  by  incur- 
ring a  worse  evil,  and  rendering  ourselves  contemptible 
for  unworthiness ;  we  should  rather  damp  it  by  modesty, 
humility,  an  inoffensive  tenour  of  life. 

We  should  surmont  it^  and  quash  it  by  constant  blame- 
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SERM.  less  conversation:   the  which  will  kill  the  envious  or  the 
LXVI.  envy. 

An  unquestionable  virtue  will  stop  the  mouth  of  detrac- 
tion, and  drive  envy  into  comers,  not  daring  to  shew  itself 
against  it 

4.  A  common  principle,  from  whence  neglect  of  duty 
and  commission  of  sin  in  visible  conversation  doth  spring,  is 
a  fear  of  infamy  and  reproach,  whereto  the  strict  practice 
of  virtue  is-liable;  men  not  enduring  to  bear  the  odious 
censures,  the  foul  imputations,  the  ugly  characters,  the 
scurvy  epithets,  and  opprobrious  names,  wherewith  the  bold 
and  spiteful  enemies  of  goodness  are  wont  to  asperse  and 
brand  its  faithful  adherents. 

To  be  deemed  weak,  credulous,  superstitious,  formal, 
timorous,  nice,  squeamish,  scrupulous,  strait-laoed, conceited, 
affected,  cross,  surly,  morose,  froward,  stubborn,  pertina- 
cious, proud. 

To  be  termed  a  foppish  simpleton,  doting  on  specula^ 
tions  and  enslaved  to  rules ;  a  fantastical  humourist,  a  pre- 
cise bigot,  a  rigid  stoic,  a  demure  sneaksby,  a  clownish  sin- 
gularist,  or  nonconformist  to  ordinary  usage,  a  stiff  opi- 
niatre ;  a  man  of  a  pitiful  narrow  spirit,  pent  up  within  a 
small  compass,  confined  by  principles,  fettered  by  laws, 
living  in  bondage  to  his  conscience. 

These  and  the  like  harsh  censures,  foul  reproaches,  and 
abusive  scoffs,  even  all  which  invention  quickened  by 
envy,  choler,  rancorous  spite,  and  aided  by  the  malicious 
PsaLlriL  ^^"^^1^  ca"  suggest,  wherewith  the  profane  crew  of  men 
?>  *•  usually  do  conspire  to  daub  and  persecute  those  who  re- 
fuse to  comply  with  their  unconscionable  extravagances 
and  impieties,  men  can  hardly  brook  ;  and  thence  to  shun 
them  yield  up  all,  cross  their  reason,  prostitute  their  con- 
science, violate  ail  their  obligations ;  choosing  rather  to  be 
justly  reproachable  for  bad  actions,  than  unjustly  reproach- 
ed for  good. 

But  with  such  a  person,  who  is  thus  diverted  from  his 
duty,  let  me  expostulate. 

Dost  thou  well  to  regard  what  unbridled  tongues  out  of 
a  wanton  mind  and  corrupt  heart  do  sputter  and  foam  ? 
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Shall  thy  practice  depend  on  their  loose  wit  or  licentious  SEftM. 
talk,  so  that  thou  roust  do  nothing  which  they  shall  not  be  LXVI. 
in  humour  to  commend^  ? 

Wilt  thou  renounce  all  wisdom^  abandon  thy  best  inte-i 
rest,  forfeit  thy  happiness,  to  decline  a  squib  or  a  flurtc  ?^ 

Would  not  he  be  a  stark  fool,  who  would  be  railed  or 
jeered  out  of  his  way  in  travel,  out  of  his  business  in  traf- 
fic, out  of  his  estate  or  real  interest  upon  any  occasion? 
and  is  he  not  evidently  far  more  such,  who  will  be  flouted 
out  of  his  duty,  out  of  his  salvation,  out  of  any  spiritual 
advantage  ?  Was  not  the  practice  of  David  more  ad  vis. 
able,  who  said,  TliC  proud  have  had  me  in  derision ;  yet  ^^^  ^^^ 
have  I  not  dedinedjrom  thy  law  f  ^l. 

David,  a  great  king,  a  man  of  singular  courage  and  gal- 
lantry,  a  glorious  hero ;  yet  even  him  did  bold  and  base 
people  deride.  Whom  will  not  profane  impudence  assail  ? 
whom  will  not  they  attempt  to  deter  from  goodness  ? 

Art  thou  so  blind  as  not  to  discern  whence  it  comeih  that 
they  disparage  virtue  ?  that  is,  from  their  extreme  vanity 
and  rashness,  which  move  them  to  speak  any  t^ing  without 
consideration  or  discretion ;  from  their  great  naughtiness 
and  weakness,  their  being  bewitched  with  pleasure  and  be- 
sotted with  vice,  which  engageth  them  to  take  part  so 
furiously  with  them ;  from  thdir  malignity  and  spite  agiunst 
that  which  crosseth  their  fond  humours  and  exorbitant  lusts ) 
from  their  pride,  which  swelleth  against  those  who  by  con- 
trary practice  dissent  from  their  folly,  and  reprove  their 
wickedness,  and  eclipse  their  repute ;  from  their  envy,  which 
repineth  at  thy  appearing  better  and  happier  than  them- 
selves, thy  excelling  them  in.  true  worth,  thy  enjoying  that 
satisfaction  which  they  want,  thy  attaining  that  blessed  hope 
to  which  they  cannot  aspire ;  and  seeing  that  their  reproaches 
do  issue  from  such  principles,  wilt  thou  regard  them  ? 

Are  their  words  any  slander,  who  being  professed  ene- 


^  Nihil  est  turj^us,  quam  sapientis  vitun  ab  innpieiitiain  sermmie  pendcre. 
C«f.  de  Fin.  u. 
*  Quid  de  te  alii  loquaotor,  ipsi  videant    Scipto  apud  Cic,  in  Somm 
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SERMk  mies  of  goodnesss  do  naturally  impugn  it  by  the  i«ailie$t 
^^^^'  arms  tliey  have,  a  virulent  and  petulant  tongue  d  ? 

Can  their  dirty  language^  bespattering  good  things,  al- 
ter their  ilature,  or  render  that  dishonourable  and  odious^ 
which  in  itself  is  most  excellent,  most  amiable,  most  vener- 
able,  most  useful  and  profitable  «  ? 

Is  it  not  indeed  a  commendation  of  virtue  which  should 
encourage  us  the  more  to  like  it,  to  honour  it,  to  embrace 
'-^ff^f'  it,  that  vain,  wild,  dissolute  persons,  distempered  in  their 
Ar^wu  minds,  notoriously  void  of  discretion,  of  integrity,  of  80« 
«ThcM.iii.  briety,  do  pretend  to  vilify  and  disgrace  itf  P 
An  iii  §.  As  their  commendation  is  of  no  worth,  so  their  reproach 
^  is  less  considerable. 

Dost  thou  not  disparage  thine  own  judgment  by  heeding 
theirs,  or  suffering  it  to  be  of  any  consideration  witli  thee 
in  the  conduct  of  thy  life  «  ? 

Dost  thou  take  them  to  be  serious  in  this,  or  to  speak  in 
good  earnest,  when  they  reproach  virtue,  and  slight  the 
plain  dictates  of  reason,  the  dear  light  of  natural  con- 
science, tha  express  commands  of  Grod,  the  apparent  con* 
cems  of  their  own  soul  ?  they  who  are  sober  in  nothing, 
how  can  they  be  serious  in  this,  why  should  they  seem  judi- 
cious in  such  a  case  ^  ? 

Is  it  not  evidently  better  to  be  slandered  by  giddy,  lewd, 
ungodly  wretches,  who  mi^d  not  what  they  say^  nor  care 
what  they  do,  whose  judgment  therefore  can  signify  no* 
thing ;  than  really  to  deserve  reproof,  and  thence  certainly 
to  incur  blame,  from  all  staid,  sober,  considerate,  wise,  and 
virtuous  persons,  who  judge  advisedly  and  uprightly  about 
y  things  i  ? 

*  0^(  ^Xh  v$it  trmlmiug  iTmvSf  vittfitim.    Ind,  Pdu*.  Ep.  iL  220. 

ha^  kxxir^Mu    Greg.  Naz,  OraL'^de  tede  Const,)  Ant,  viiL  §.  I. 

'  Malk  ditplieere,  laadari  eit.    Seth  Exoerpt, 

Non  potest  bonus  non  esse,  qui  bonis  placet ;  nee  minus  validum  argumen- 
tttm  mibi  videtnr»  quod  bonus  sit  si  malis  displiceat.    Bern,  Ep.  248. 

ff  Qnaata  dementia  est  ▼ereri  ne  infiuneris  ab  infiuntbus  ?    Sen,  Ep,  91 . 

^  Moverer  si  judicio  hoc  fitcerent,  nunc  morbo  fadunt.    Sen,  Exe, 

*  Ego  cum  a  nostro  Catdne  laudabar,  yel  repiehendi  me  ^  cttteiis  ftidle 
patiebar.     Cic,  de  Orat, 
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l8  it  not  better  to  undei^go  their  severest  censure  and  most  SERMl 
biting  scoffs,  thjui  to  be  condemned  of  folly  and  baseness  by  ^^^^' 
thy  own  mind,  and  reyiled  by  thy  own  conscience  ? 

Is  it  not  infinitely  better  to  be  unjusdy  defamed  by  men, 
than  to  be  disreputed  by  God,  exposed  to  most  disgraceful 
condemnation  at  his  bar,  and  thrown  into  that  state  of  eyer-Dui.  sL 
lasting  ignommy  ? 

Is  it  not  more  tolerable  to  hear  such  language,  than, 
having  violated  our  duty  and  broken  God^s  commands,  one 
day  to  hear  that  (Usmal  septence,  (ro,  ye  cwnedy  itUo  ^p^-Matt  zxt. 
tailing  fire  ^f 

It  is  a  glorious  infamy  which  one  sustaiueth  for  the  sake 
of  righteousness  i. 

Even  heathens,  with  whom  glory  was  the  most  ample 
reward  and  sweetest  fruit  of  virtue,  yet  do  enjoin  that  we 
should  prefer  conscience  before  it;  and  that  we  should  ra-4"*'^*8-5^ 
ther  gladly  embrace  infamy  than  forsake  virtue  m.  ^g. 

It  is  th6  lot  of  all  good  men  (for  probation,  exercise, 
and  improvement  of  their  virtue)  to  be  persecuted,  at  least 
in  some  times,  as  when  St.  Paul  said,  AU  tJuU  xffUl  Uve  J^^^^  "^ 
godUItf  in  Christ  Jestu  must  suffer  persecution :  and  surely  Acts  nr. 
he  that  sincerely  loveth  God  would  even  desire  occasion  of!?'      ..  ^ 
suffering  somewhat  for  his  sake,  in  testimony  of  his  faith, 
ful  affection ;  but  what  more  tolerable  persecution,  what 
more  easy  martyrdom  could  we  wish,  than  to  be  lashed  by 
a  scurrilous  tongue;    or  rather  to  observe  the  ears  of 
others  to  be  infestM  with  the  buzzes  of  detraction  ?    what 
is  this  but  a  little  air  stirred  in  vain,  but  a  mere  sound  or 
blast  of  wind,  importing  nought  f  to  him  that  doth  not 
mind  it,  or  will  not  be  affected  with  it  ?    the  which  surely 
to  a  sound  heart  and  pure  conscience  cannot  be  very  sensi- 
ble ;  a  man  must  have  a  froward  temper,  or  a  tender  ear,  Quid  itQl- 
whom  a  little  such  creaking  or  grating  noise  doth  much  ^",lJ[*^^ 

cnte? 

*  Tu  eigo  plus  opprobria  times  quam  tormcnta  ?  &c    Bem.  Ep.  108.  **^  ^^'  ^^ 
>  jGquissimo  animo  ad  honestiim  oonsifium  per  roediam  infiuaaiam  tendam, 

&c.     Sen.  Ep,  81. 

*  Non  vis  esse  Justus  sine  gloria  ?  at  m^erde  sspe  Justus  e«e  debebis  cum 
iofamia.    Sen,  Ep.  US. 
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SER^f.  vex ;  all  its  force  is  broken,  all  its  mischief  is  remedied 
LXVI.  easily,  by  neglect  or  contempt. 

It  is  in  a  manner  more  commendable  to  suffer  for  being 
good,  than  for  being  a  Christian ;  a  truer  martyrdom  to  suf- 
fer for  the  temper,  than  for  the  name  of  Christ ;  for  doing 
wdl,  than  for  professing  truth. 

Who  indeed  had  ever  been  good,  in  any  notable  de- 
gree, if  some  had  minded  the  opinion  or  the  discourse  of 
such  men,  whom  in  all  times  the  great  adversary  of  good- 
ness and  maligner  of  our  welfare  hath  excited  to  deter  men 
from  virtue  by  thus  abusing  it  ?  hath  it  not  ever  been  the 
portion  of  good  men  to  suffer  in  this  kind  ^  ? 

Was  not  our  Lord  himself,  were  not  bis  apostles,  were 
not  all  the  prophets  of  old,  were  not  all  the  heroes  in 
goodness  of  all  times  thus  pursued  with  obloquy  ?  what 
vile  imputation,  what  name  of  reproach  can  be  devised, 
wherewith  the  spiteful  world  did  not  besmear  them  o  p 
Omi^/^t       Yet  were  they  much  disturbed  at  it  P  were  they  anywise 
^xi^i   discouraged  or  scared  by  it  from  their  duty  ?  No ;  they  ra- 
g»M.         ther  did  find  satisfaction  and  delight  in  it ;  it  ratlier  did 
^      heighten   their  mind  and  strengthen  their  resolution;   it 
begat  a  gallant  and  triumphant  disdain  of  such  injuries,  en- 
livening and  animating  them  in  their  career  of  duty  ;  they 
did  embrace  reproach   for  righteousness  not   only   with 
content,  as  their  proper  lot  and  portion  from  God's  pro- 
Acte  Y.  41.  vidence,  but  with  joy,  as  their  special  glory  and  happiness 
la  ^  *"*  f^om  divine  goodness ;  feeling  it  most  trtie  what  our  Master 
"^iHtxSU    taught :  Blessed  are  ye^  when  men  shaU  revile yoti^  and 
Ma't  V.  11.  ^hcdl  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  Jalsely  Jbr  my 
Lukt  vi     ^qJ^^     Blessed  are  ye^  when  men — shall  reproach  you,  and 
cast  out  your  name  as  evil^Jbr  the  Son  of  marCs  sake.    And, 
1  Pet.  br,    according  to  St.  Peter, «/  tv^t^'^sa^e,  If  ye  be  reproojcihed  Jbr 
the  name  of  Christ,  (that  is  for  conscionably  discharging 
any  Christian  duty,)  fiappy  are  ye;  for  the  spirit  of  glory 

■  Jer.  XX.  T.  Psal  xliv.  16,  17.  Ivil  3,  4.  cxix.  51.  Ixix,  10.  Job  xii.  4. 
Wutl.  V.  3. 

•  *Ef»9-myft£p  rnrnj  /utrtytf  vu^at  tkmUf.  Heb.  XL  36.  Hcb.  xii.  3.  *A»«A«y/- 
fm^^eu.     2  Cor.  vi.  6.     Ai«  iilns  ntti  itrifiitif. 
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and  tf^God  resteth  on  you :  on  their  part  he  is.esoU  epcJeen  SBRM. 
qfybuiinyoiM^parth&ieghrifled,  LXVL 

In  fine,  it  is  all  reason,  and  it  is  the  express  command  of 
God,  that  in  such  cases  we  should  not  regard  the  censures 
or  the  reproaches  of  afiy  mortal ;  it  is  a  part  of  duty  to  des- 
pise obloquy,  to  expose. and  lose  reputation  fbr.God^s  sake. 
For,  Hearkeuj  8si^  hdfimto  ^9  ye  that  know. riglUeous-^^^'^i'^* 
nets,  the  people  in  tohoae  heart  is  my  law ;  fear  ye  not  the 
reproach  ffmen^  neither  be  ye  afraid  qftheirrevUinge.  For 
t/ie  moth  shaU  eat  them  up  like  a  garment^  and  the  worm 
ehalf  eat  them  Uke  wod :  but  my  righteousness  shall  be  for 
every  and  my  saivatumjrom  generation  to  generation. 
.  5.  Men  commonly  decline  the  public  practice  of  duty 
out  of  aifectation  thereby  to  be.  deemed  more  honest  and 
sincere,  or  to  decline  the  suspicion  of  being  hypocritical. 

As  this  is  the  most  obvious  and  usual  calumny  where- 
.with  dissolute  people  do  charge  good  men ;  so  to  men  of  geu 
nerous  disposition  it  is  of  all  censures  most  poignant,  as 
most  crossing  their  temper;  according  to  which  as  they 
•hate  to  be,  so  they  can  hardly  endure  to  be  counted  or  call- 
ed dissemblers ;  whence  often  they  choose  rather  to  seem 
indiflerent  to  goodness,  than  zealously  affected  to  it ;  they 
rather  wave  some  points  of  duty,  than,  for  the  performance 
of  them,  expose  themselves  to  that  imputation. 

But  this  proceeding  is  very  imreasonable.     For, 

What  can  be  more  absurd  than  to  be  really  and  notori- 
ously  bad,  (as  whoever  omitteth  his  duty  is,)  to  prevent  a 
surmise  of  being  such  ?  or  to  be  truly  worse  than  we  should 
be,  that  we  may  not  be  deemed  worse  than  we  seem? 

How  can  we  more  gratify  the  enemy  of  our  salvation, 
than  by  approving  ourselves  in  truth  to  be  what  he  would 
falsely  challenge  us  to  be,  mockers  of  God,  and  traitors  to 
our  own  soul  .^ 

Is  it  not  a  vain  thing  to  regard  that  kind  of  censure  which 
it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  escape,  upon  other  terms 
than  of  being  very  naughty  ?  for  wicked  men  will  never 
fail  to  load  those  with  this  charge,  who  will  not  comply 
with  their  follies,  and  run  zoith  them  to  the  same  e.rcess  qf\  Pet.iv.4. 

VOL.  III.  T 
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8ERM,  rkty  or  sne  anywise  better  thtn  Aemel^et;  if  k  me^tiHe 
IXVI.  for  n  staunch  man  not  to  be  atigiiialbed  fer  a  hjpocrite  fay 

then* 

sCor.L  12.    We  ham  eerCanljr  morfr  yeaaem  to  be  mlisfied  inth  Ae 

^1.      "^  iin^  eoDseienee  and  sense  ^  oiu  own  integritj)  than  to  be 

Biored  with  the  ptvsuniptuoufi  assertfofts  of  any  wretch  de- 

i^«ad  of  justioe  or  Parity:  hbeensUKi  being  plcmlyiigiui. 

OUB  and  eontnuj  to  all  rules  of  eqixifj,  which  prescribe  that 

no  nMm  shoutd  judge  of  things  unknown  or  uncertain^  isYt- 

teriy  desjMoable. 

iJohniii      dniotesdflMmy  of  Gcd,,(9A<yif  g^nMl^^A^mottrA^ar^f,) 

1  TluM.  ilP^^^^^  knowing  oof  mcerity,  may  abundantly  support 

4b  us;  it  is  agreat  wrong  to  Inm  finr  as  to  value  the  nuh  sua- 

^l^^^inctoBa  of  men,  when  we  are  secure  of  his  knowiedge^  w4lo 

Epb.  tL  &  see^  all  our  wnrk$j  and  trieik  our  keartg  ;  who  hath  said, 

V^i^  ^lui^  if  ^  commU  our  wag  fo  him^  and  tnut  in  htm,he  wUl 

^>  0-         brinffjbrth  our  righteouanen  m  the  lighiy  and  our  judg- 

meni  as  ihe  noonday. 

It  iscertauily  better  to  be  called  hypocrite  by  menfordo- 
mg  our  duty,  than  to  be  treated  as  a  hypocrite  by  God  for 
aegleeting  it;  for  all  thoae  who  npoii  any  aeoount  do  vif»* 
Matt  xsh.  late  God's  ktws,  shaU  haw  OuirfonioH  wM  Oe  hgfocrUtf 
ill  that  c^Monsolate  pb»e|  inA^^  ir  smpsR^  4md  ^H^ 
teeih.  And  good  reason ;  for  indeed  by  thus  armdi^g  hyw 
pocrisy,  we  reatty  do  incur  it;  by  aseUng  to  preserve  an 
opinion  of  sinoerity,  we  forfeit  the  fcality  of  it ;  by  the 
pcBclioe  of  disavowing  the  fear  ek  God  and  care  of  goodness 
we  do  constitute  ounelves  certwi  hypocrites  and  isapoa- 
tors;  dissemblii^onrtlioughtSy  smothering  our  conscienoey 
dftnding  our  ndghbours  with  htoe  coneeita  of  us,  feigning 
thai  indiflbrsnoe  wfaidi  we  have  not,  preteBNling^  act  wiA- 
out  regret  <»renMMise,  which  we  cannot  do;  seeming  other- 
wise than  we  are,  signifying  otherwise  than  we  mean,  doing 
otherwise  than  we  judge  fit,  or  like  to  do ;  thc^  is,' if  wt  be 
not  stark  infidels,  or  utterly  v<nd  of  oonsdience. 

This  is  hypocrisy  turned  the  wrong  side  outward,  dis- 
guising a  man  in  a  fouler  diape,  and  ugli»  garb,  than:  thfA 
which  is  natural  and  true. 


AMI  it  n^  compile  the  tiror  hypMnme^  (tet  df  phh  SEItKl. 
tindittg  ^oftfliMitM  vAaasdi  we  want,  aiMi  thi»  of  intyntg  LXVI. 
eDflscieiioe  ndiidi  we  Iwve;  tltst  of  seemiiig  better  thai  we  " 
ai^  titt^ef  teeiiihii^  worteduui  wemay  be,)  thie  in  mrtwe 
mny  we)t  Mem  mere  tite,  in  tendeney  mote  daagefOHS^  n 
elliMt  mote  itiiacKievauB  thflm  the  other. 

There  im  in  both  the  same  fidsebood,  the  flame  ptmmu 
cation,  the  like  contempt  and  abuse  d  God ;  bot  the  hy- 
pMTtte  of  whom  we  speak  doeA  worse  thhigs^  mart  dkect- 
}y  ^roogM  Co  Ood,  more  prejudicial  to  goodneaa,  more 
liaiiiiful  to  the  world. 

The  spedooB  hypocrite,  eo«iiterfettini|;  goiodneiB^  and 
hmmg  ajbrmtfgodlimw  witkmii  Opener  and  iMfity  ef 
it^  doth  yield  to  Ood  some  part  (the  e&terior  port)  of  hia 
due  honour  and  respect ;  but  the  sneadking  hype>crite,  di»- 
uwviog  goodness,  doth  apparently  Macrt,  sfighty  and  aftont 
God :  the  aoe  serveth  Qoi  widi  his  Ikoe  and  hii  iroiea, 
though  M#  heart  htfcwjrcm  Atm ;  the  other  doth  not  si^ 
much  aa  saenflce  a  cartuise  of  cbetRence  to  him :  that  may 
bring  some  eiedit  and  adrsntage  \x^  goodness^  strengthen 
its  interest  by  Ins  Tote  and  eonntenaaice :  this  by  not  aimw* 
ifi^  it  doth  asfloredly  weaken  its  repntatkaiand  cause:  that 
hypocrisy,  as  such,  is  a  private  and  nngie  evil,  whereby  a 
man  doth  bdeed  prejudice  himself,  but  doth  not  injure  his 
neighbour,  yea,  may  edify  him  by  the  appearing  (which  in 
this  respect  is  the  same  with  the  real)  goodness  of  his  ex- 
ample ;  but  this  hypocrisy  is  a  general  mischief,  a  scandal- 
ous evil,  a  contagious  pestilence,  whereby  a  man  not  only 
harmeth  himself,  but  wrongeth  many  others,  seducing  them 
into  dissoluteness,  infecting  the  world  with  base  indiffer- 
ence to  good,  and  easiness  to  comply  with  sin. 

It  is  indeed  a  sad  thing,  that  Gkid  and  goodness  should 
biB  deseed  upon  this  account;  thai  most  men  should  be 
so  uncharitable,  so  unjust,  so  imprudent,  as  to  suspect  all 
good  men  of  hypocrisy ;  as  if  it  were  incredible  that  any 
man  should  heartily  love  or  fear  Gkid,  (when  it  is  rather 
strange  that  any  man  should  do  otherwise ;)  that  any  man 
in  good  earnest^   or  otherwise  than  in  pretence  and  for 

it 
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SERM.  sinkter  respects,  should  embrace  virtue,  (when  it  is  nuirvel- 
LXVI.  Iqus  that  a  reasonable  man  should  decline  it;)  that  so 
many,  of  themselves  inclinable  to  goodness,  should  be. so 
weak  as  to  be  deterred  from  it  by  so  vain  an  apprehenaon ; 
and  that  the  name  of  hypocrisy  should  drive  away  piety ; 
that  it  should  become  .  desirable,  that  hypocrites  mi^t 
abound  in  the  world,  lest  religion  both  in  truth  and  shew 
should  be  discarded. 

In  fine,  we  may  otherwise  suppress  this  odious  imputa* 
tion  than  by  deserting  goodness ;  we  may  demonstrate  our- 
selves serious  and  sincere  by  an  inflexible  adherence  to  it  in 
the  continual  tenor  of  our  practice ;  and  especially  in  some 
instances  of  duty,  which  are  hardly  consistent  with  hypo- 
crisy :  for  no  man  can  hold  long  in  a  strained  posture ;  no 
man  will  take  much  pains,  or  encounter  great  difiiculties, 
or  sustain  grievous  hardships  and  afflictions,  cross  his  ap- 
petites, forego  gains  and  honours,  for  that  which  he  doth 
Mttt  iziii.  not  heartily  like  and  love :  he  may  counterfeit  in  ceremo- 
•*•  mes  and  formalities,  but  he  will  hardly  feign  humility, 

meekness,  patience,  contentedness,  temperance,  at  least  uni- 
formly and  constantly.  Even  the  patient  enduring  this 
censure  will  confute  it,  and  wipe  ofl'  the  aspersion  of  hypo- 
cripy. 


SERMON  LXVII. 


PROVIDE  THINGS  HONEST  IN  THE  SIGHT  OF 
ALL  MEN. 


2  CoE.  viii.  21. 

Providing  Jbr  honest  things^  not  only  in  the  light  of  the 
Lordy  tut  also  in  the  sight  of  men, 

6.  Anotheh  great  impediment  of  good  conversation  before '  SERM. 
men  is  a  desire  of  seeming  courteous  and  civil.  Men  usual-'  LXVII* 
ly  conform  to  sinful  practices,  because  they  would  not  be  " 
held  clowns,  rude  and  distastefiii  in  conversation ;  they 
would  not  give  ofience  to  their  company,  by  clashing  with 
their  humour;  by  preferring  their  own  judgment,  and 
seeming  to  be  in  their  own  conceit  wiser  and  better  than 
those  with  whom  they  converse;  by  provoking  them  to 
think  they  are  held  fools  or  worse,  by  such  non-compliance. 
This  is  an  ordinary  snare  to  easy  and  ingenuous  natures ; 
but  the  ground  of  it  is  very  unreasonable :  for  although 
in  matters  of  indifference,  where  duty  and  sin  do  not  fall 
into  consideration,  to  be  limber  and  ductile  as  can  be, 
(which  is  the  temper  of  the  best  metal,)  to  have  no  humour 
of  our  own,  or  to  resign  up  all  our  humour  to  the  will  of 
pur  company,  to  condescend  unto,  and  comport  with  any 
thing ;  to  raise  no  faction  or  debate,  but  presently  to  yield 
to  the  swaying  vote ;  to  become  all  things  to  all  men  in  a 
ready  complaisance,  be  wisdom  and  good  manners,  doth 
argue  good  nature,  good  understanding,  good  breeding ;  is 
n  rightly  gentle  and  obliging  qualily : 

t3 
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I9ERM.      Tet  whtfw  dut j  is  oonceniedy  where  mniiig  or  not  so. 
LXVIJ.  jjjjjg  jg  ^iie  ^mge^  tJi^jg  courtesy  hath  no  room ;  there  it  is 
vain  to  pretend  any  engagement  to  complaisance. 

For  surely  it  1$  better  to  be  held  i]iioiTil»  than  to  be  un. 
godly ;  it  is  far  better  manners  to  offend  any  number  of 
Ilien,  than  to  be  rude  with  Grod,  to  clash  with  his  pleasure, 
to  offer  indignity  and  injury  to  him:  there  can  be  no  com- 
petition in  the  case ;  no  shadow  of  reason,  why  w«  should 
displease  God  to  please  men. 

As  it  were  more  dvil  to  offend  ten  thousand  boors  (pea- 
sants)  than  to  affiront  our  king ;  so  to  offend  ten  thousand 
kings  than  to  affront  our  God  were  in  policy  more  advisable, 
and  in  equity  more  justifiable:  so  the  royal  Psalmist  did 
PnL  adz.  judge ;  for.  Princes^  said  he,  did  sU  and  speak  against  me^ 
Siti.i.lS.***^  /Ay  servant  did  mediUUe  in  thtf  stahiies :  so  Moses,  so 
Samuel,  so  Elias,  so  Jeremy,  so  Daniel,  so  the  three  noble 
children,  so  the  holy  Apostles  did  conceive;  who  being  per* 
sons  otherwise  very  courteous  and  gentle,  yet  had  not  thai 
conaideiBtion  of  mighty  princes,  as  not  rather  to  approve 
their  oonaciences  to  God,  than  to  comply  with  their  pleasure ; 
how  much  less  should  we,  upon  pretence  of  courtesy  toward 
inferior  persons  in  ordinary  convecsaticMi,  tnmsgress  our 
duty  ? 

Our  own  interest  in  such  cases  is  too  considerable  to  be  sa« 
crificed  to  the  conceit  or  pleasure  of  any  men:  our  salvation 
is  no  matter,  wher^n  formality  of  respect  should  intervene, 
or  have  any  weight ;  to  gain  or  forfeit  our  eternal  happi^ 
ness  is  no  business  of  compliment  or  ceremony :  it  were  a 
flUly  courtesy  for  a  man  to  wait  on  his  company  to  bell,  a 
wiU  point  of  gallantry  to  be  damned  in  complaisance. 

Who  would  lake  himself  to  be  obliged  in  good  manners 
to  hold  on  the  round  in  a  cup  of  poison ;  to  leap  down 
after  tboBf,  who,  ftom  blind  inadvertency,  or  wilful  per. 
terseness,  tumble  into  a  gulf,  to  gash  or  stab  himself  in 
conformity  to  some  desperate  folk  ?  Much  less  can  a  man 
be  engaged  oat  of  any  such  regard  (in  compliance  with 
the  mistake,  weakness,  or  pravity  of  others)  to  incur  guilt, 
to  provoke  divine  wrath,  to  e^cpose  bis  soul^  utter  ruin. 
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<D«iidfigD»da»ige»lbr  which  fdl  die  wet^  mmkat  SBXti. 

any  repsratioii  or  amend*?  UXyU. 

b  it  not  ftr  better  to  di^tuft  tbaii  to  gnitifj  tboao^  v)io 
haT4»  lo  little  ooomlenidoii  of  our  welfivra ;  who  indeed  wn 
very  diiooiirteout  nod  hmouily  rude  ia  offenng  to  tempt 
us  unto  nD»  to  denre  a  eomplimMe  therwi  with  them ;  to 
espeet  fiom  us,  that  we  •hoold  mirmim^  to  much  £»  their 
wn  latiifaetim  ? 

Indeed  to  gnUify  mchpemiw  waregmit  and  noble  ooor* 
t^ :  butraally  to  do  it,  we  should  not  go  thia  way;  fiir  thie 
if  a  qpunoua  conrte^,  rather  conqpiiacy  and  ii:e^ 

emirtasy* 

It  ia  in  tnitht  et  the  bottevnt  great  diaoourtaqr  (md^- 
ing  much  yi«iigMM*"^^  leol  abnae,  unmerciful  idbumaoity 
and  Gradty)  to  aeeend,  to  ooontcnaBee,  to  support  or  m* 
ooniage  any  aaan  in  doing  that  which  mani£wtly  tendeth 
Witb  his  gieat  piejudioe,  to  hia  utter  bane. 

It  is  the  truest  civility  (unplying  real  humanity,  genuine 
ohanty,  ftithful  kiadnees,  and  tender  pity)  to  s^eumI  off  in 
audi  casest  and,  by  lefuabg  fin  a  modest,  gentle,  <£screet 
manner  reftising)  to  eonomr  in  sin  with  our  friends  and  com^ 
panions,  to  diedk  them,  to  warn  diem,  to  endearour  their 
amendment  and  retreat  from  pernicious  courses ;  to  eier* 
mse  that  campa$$ion  toward  them,  which  St  Jude  calleth  jiid.ss,S8. 
puUing  them  out  cfthejire^ 

In  sufih  eases  to  repel  them,  yea  to  reptove  them,  is  the 
greatest  favour  we  can  shew  them ;  it  is  not  only  safe  for 
ourselves,  but  kind  to  them  to  observe  St  PauFs  precept. 
Have  noJOiawMp  vfiA  the  utfifiruiifid  toorks  ffderrknm, m^  t.ll. 
tui  rather  nprove  them  ;  for  which  deportment,  whenever  '^' 
they  oome  to  themselves,  and  soberly  r^eet  on  things,  thejr 
will  thank  and  Uess  us ;  and  it  will  happen  as  the  Wise 
Mansaith,  He  timi  rehukeih  a  mm%  ^i^krwarde  ehanjMvm^ 
marefigansT  Aan  he  thatjlattereth  with  hie  tongue,  ^ 

In  fine,  if  we  throu^y  scan  the  business,  we  shall  find 
that  commonly  it  is  not  abundance  of  courtesy,  but  a  de- 
fect of  charity ,  or  of  cooscienoe,  or  of  courage,  which  di%i 
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SERM.  poeeA  us  to  reservedness,  or  to  concUrrenoe  xxpou  such  oo: 
LXVIL'  casionsy  in  regard  to  unallowable  practices.  * 

7.  Another  snare  ^which  catcheth  and  holdeth'us  in  open 
practice  of  sin,  or  neglect  of  duty,  is  deference  to  the  opi- 
nion, authority,  custotia,  or  example  of  others ;  •  to  the  com>' 
mon  opinion,  to  the  authority  of  great  and  leading  persons, 
to  the  fashion  of  the  world,  and  prevalent  humour  of  the  age.' 
A  man  (not  consulting  or  not  confiding  in  his  own  reason) 
is  apt  to  credit  this  vogue,  to  defer  a  kind  of  veneration  to 
the  general  sentiments  of  men,  (espedally  of  men  qualified,) 
apprehending  that  allowable  or  tolerable,  which  men  oran-. 
monly  by  their  practice  seem  to  approve.     He  is  prone  to 
suspect  his  own  judgment  of  mistake,  when  it  doth  thwart 
the  opinion  of  so  many;  and  hardly  can  have  the  heart  to: 
oppose  his  single  apprehension  against  so  common  notions.  . 
— illos  De.     The  commonness  of  sin,  and  multitude  of  oflPenders,  doth 
^^^^^'   in  a  manner  authorize  and  warrant  it,  doth  at  least  seem  ta* 
Juv.  Sou    excuse  and  extenuate  it. 

A  man  easily  conceiteth  himself  safe  enough,  while  he  is 

Ecdus.  xvi.  in  the  herd,  while  he  walketh  in  the  road,  when  he  hath  the 

^^'  broad  coverlet  of  general  usage  to  shroud  him  from  blame  : 

he  doth  at  least  fancy  consolation  in  undergoing  a  doom 

with  so  many.' 

But  upon  many  accounts,  this  is  a  very  fallacious  and 
dangerous  ground  of  practice. 
Ant  ix.  18.     For  multitudes  are  no  good  authors  of  opinion,  or  guides 

xi.  3,  4. 

ot  practice. 
Argumcn-      Wise  men  have  ever  been  apt  to  suspect  that  to  be  bad, 
tumpeMmi^hi^  is  most  commonly  admired  and  affected. 
de  iru.  h^i.      Nothing  is  more  vulgarly  noted,  than  the  injudidousness, 
the  blindness,  the  levity,  temerity,  and  giddiness  of  the  vul- 
gar ;  temper,  inclination,  appetite,*  interest,  and   the  like 
perverting  biases,  have  most  sway  on  them ;  any  specious 
appearance,  any  slight  motive,  any  light  rumour  doth  serve 
to  persuade  them  any  thing,  to  drive  them  any  whither. 

All  ages  have  deplored  the  paucity  of  wise  and  good 
men;  the  genuine  disciples  of  our  Lord,  and  sone  of'tDis-. 
(lorn  have  ever  been  pimllus  grex^  a  small Jlock ;  our  Lord 
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hath  tdd  iiSr  that  Wide  ig  the  gate^  and  broad  is  the  way^  SEHM.' 
that  ieadeth  to  destruction^  and  many  there  be  which  go  in  ^^^^^' 
thereat.  Matt.  vii. 

Wherefore  popular  use  is  no  good  argument  of  truth  or  J^^^^  ^^ 
light ;  nor  ean  yield  any  warrant  or  any  colour  for  infnng-  t4». 
ing  God's  kw :  no pUbiscitum  can  be  rf  force  against  it.      j^^^zt,^' 

God  never  did  allow  the  people  to  exempt  themselves  or 
us  from  their  loyalty,  or  obedience  to  his  laws;  they  are 
universally  obli^tory ;  he  hath  commanded  all  men  to  re^  Acti  x?ii. 
pent;  he  hath  threatened  that  otherwise  all  shall  perish  ;  and  ^o. 
iiM.  tribulation  and-angmsh  shall  be.tipon  every  soul  ^Koin.ix.i?. 
man  that  doeth  evil,  ^^- "'  *' 

He  by  express  prohibitions  hath  obviated  all  such  pre- 
tences and  pleas ;  Thou  shalt  noty  aaith  he^JbUow  a  muUi-  £xod.uiii.. 
tude  to  do  evU  ;  and,  Sen/  ye  not  a  cofofeAerajcy — neither  ^^^j^i^ 
fear  ye  their  Jiar^  nor  be  q/raid,  (fear  not  to  dissent  and  Be  notcoo-. 
disoost^om  the  way  of  this  people.)    And,  If  sinners  entice  ^^^^^ 
^e,  (how  many  soever  they  be,  though  it  be  a  sinful. no-  I«  ▼!"•  H. 
tion,  a  people  laden  Tvith  iniquity,  a  seed  ofeM  doers,)  con^  i^  lo^^ 
sent  thou  not.  ^^^ 

Indeed  if  we  consider  it,  it  is  so  far  from  excusing  sin,  ig.  viii'io., 
that  it  is  an  aggravation  thereof,  that  .we  therein  conspire  ^'^^:  ^^^* 
with  others,  and. the  more  the  worse :  to  oppose  God  singly 
is  not  quite  so  criminal,  as  to  join  with  a  rout  in  ho3tility 
and  rebellion  against  him ;  for  hereby  God'^s  authority  is 
more  shaken,. and  his  honour  more  rudely  violated ;  hereby 
we  do  not  only  sin  ourselves,  but  contribute  to  the  sin  of 
others,  encourage  them  to  it,  and  uphold  them  in  it  by  our 
patronage. 

Hereby  we  become  accessary  to  the  degeneracy  and  ge- 
neral apostasy  of  the  age. 

Hereby  we  do  jmn  our  forces  to  pull  down  God's  judg- 
ments on  our  country,  and  by  promoting  general  corrup- 
tion  induce  general  vengeance. 

The  muldtade  of  sinners  is  so  far  from  i^heltering  any 
one  from  wrath,  that  it  surely  draweth  it  upon  all;  forc- 
ing the  Almighty,  not  only  for  the .  assertion  of  his  owj^ 
authority,  and  vindication  of  his  honour,  but  for  the  go94 


gRM.  of  the  people,  aad/iiir^^ 

L  remarkable  yengeance. 

im^      ^^^  example;  in  the  time  of  Noah  did  Gcd  spare  At 

<^vL  IS.  ^^^^f^  <fid  that  stave  off  God's  wrath,  or  stop  the  deluge? 

*^fi-^«-  No,  it  did  grierously  proyoke  him,  it  did  in  a  manner  ae. 

s Pet ii. k  ceantate  himto  dMrojf  manjrtm  ^Jace  ifHnttarS^i 
bringing  in  Aejiood^tpon  the  uwld  of  tie  ungod^ 

Did  the  nimber  of  sinners  in  Sodom  prevent  yengeanoe 

2  Pet  5LS.  on  them?  was  it  not  that  which  did  condemn  Aem  to  em 
overthrow  so  dismal,  pulling  down  fire  and  brimstnoe  en 
them? 
What  was  the  reason  of  tliat  wofiil  captivity,  into  which 

J«b  «.  ^  Israd  was  earned?  was  it  pot  because  they  wereaUgrimf^ 
oue  revdUere ;  and  had  so  gmierally  conspired  in  widt^dness, 

Jcr.v.  1.  that  the  Prophet  could  say,  RunyeioandJroAtnmghike 
streets  ofJerus/dim^  and  see  now^  and  hnoss^  md  seek  in 
the  broad  places  thereof^  ifyecanjinda  many  if  there  be 
any  thai  exe^uUAjudgmenty  Oat  seeketh  Ae  ItmM,  and  J 
mitt  pardon  it  f    Was  it  not  this  which  ^did  wring  fran. 

J«r.  T.  29.  <3kxl  th4t  sentenoe,  ShaU  I  not  visiijbr  theee  Mage  f  sialf 
not  v^  soul  be  avenged  on  s%tdk  a  nation  ae  Ms  f 
When  the  case  is  such  in  any  eommunity,  as  it  was  in 

Iml  i:  6.  Israel,  when  God  ssid,  From  the  sole  ofthejbot  com  to 
the  head  there  is  nio  soundness  in  ti,  then  judgment  is  n^ 

Jaa.  1.  7.  ce«sary,  and  it  must  assuredly  foUow,  Your  cauniry  is  de^ 
solaie^then  God,  his  patience  being  tired,  and  his  goodness 

Im.  I  24  unsupportably  abused,  will  cry  out,  Ah,  Ittitt  e^eeme^mjf 
adversaries  and  avenge  me  of  mine  enemies. 

God,  as  Governor  of  the  world,  in  disdiai|(e  of  his 
office,  for  clearing  his  honour,  for  assuring  Us  majesty, 
out  of  regard  to  public  good,  for  the  safety  and  welfim 
of  his  subjects,  is  concerned  tp  chastise  notcnrioiis,  scandak 
ous,  and  infectious  nn :  he  may  reserve  privi^  sins  tx» 

I  Cor.  iv.    ^^  ^^  doom,  when  the  hidden  things  ^darkness  shatt  be 

15.  brought  to  l^htj  and  the  counsels  ^  hearts  many^sstedy 

and  all  things  shall  receive  just  reward  and  recompenise ; 
but  it  is  expedient  to^  punish  public  sin  publicly :  they  wha 


itefam  AfJr  mn  tm  ShAm^  with  outngeous  unpudenoe,  are  SERM. 
lik^  to  find  a  pimiibiDeiit  like  that  in  aeommoii  vengeance.  L^^^'« 


We  tbould  thefefoffe  in  sudi  a  eaae  be  the  more  careful  Ua.  ul  9* 
qf  our  coDvetMtion,  more  aby  of  einful  compliance  with 
odrnm*  fcdr  preyeBting  puUio  calamity;  for  that  our  single 
piety  and  ioaooeiioe  (or  the  goodnem  of  a  few)  may  save 
our  country t  (sgetber  with  ounelreat  &otn  wrath  and  ruin ; 
m^ng  it  ts  the  gracioiifi  method  of  God  in  regard  to  a  few 
i^hteous  men  to  spare  the  rest,  to  release  a  nation  from 
dessrved  pmnshment ;  for  if  in  Sodom  had  been  found  ten 
nghteoofl  peraooa,  it  had  escaped  that  horrible  destruction ;  Gen. 
and  Israel  in  Hezekiah''s  time  (although  in  a  very  great  *^^  ^^^ 
and  genend  comiption  of  that  age)  by  a  few  good  men 
dai  avoid  the  Uk^  doom ;  acoDiding  to  that  of  the  Prophet, 
Except  the  Lord  qfhoetshad  Iffl  untone  a  vert/ email  rem^Ug^,  1 9. 
nmi^  we  ehottUIuwe  been  ae  Sodom.  Lam-aira, 

The  rigfateousnen  of  one  Noah  did  save  the  raoeof  man- 
kind  from  being  extinct. 

The  zeal  of  <»^  Phiadias  did  stop  that  plague,  which  had 
devoured  Israel :  Phinehae,  saith  Grod  himself,  the  son  t^fsvaa.  ixf. 
Eleojutr^  hoA  turned  my  wrath  (may  from  the  ihUdren  qf}j^* 
lerad^  while  he  um$  zeakmejbr  my  eake  among  them^  that  20. 
I  eoneumed  fuji  ^Ar  children  oflerael  in  myjeahuey. 

If  there  had  been  such  another  public  patron  of  piety, 
at  the  time  when  Israel  was  so  severely  punished  by  deli- 
verance  into  captivity,  it  would  have  obstructed  that  la* 
mentable  event ;  God  himself  so  testified ;  for,  /  sought^  Et^k,  xxii^ 
said  hefjbr  a  man  among  Aem^  that  teoM  make  np  the^*  ^^' 
hedgey  and  Bi(md  in  the  gap  before  me Jbr  the  land,  that  I 
ekouldnotdeeiroyii:  but  IJbundnone.     Therefore  have  I 
poured  aid  mine  indigmaion  upon  them  :-«-and.  Run  ye  Jtt.  t.  1. 
to  andjivj  (said  he  again,)  eedcif  ye  can  ftnd  a  fTian— 4fi 
Jemealemj^'^and  I  wiB  pardon  it. 

Wherefore,  beside  regard  to  our  own  wel&re,  a  consider- 
ation of  puUie  good,  charity  toward  the  world,  a  compaa. 
tton  of  our  country  should  withhold  us  from  conspiring  in 
common  transgressions,  or  omissiona  of  daty. 

If  we  sin  with  all,  we  must  suffer  with  all ;  nor  will  the 
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SERM.  haviog  so  much' company  in  suffering  yield  any  true  comfoirt  > 

LXV1I»  ^  ^g .  gocios  habuiese  doioris  (to  have  companions  in  sor- 

God  wiu     row)  is  in  itself  a  pitiful  solace,  and  an  unworthy  one,  sa- 

us'  £cd^  vouring  of  inhuman  malignity ;  for  our  fellows  will  bear  no. 

xvk  17.      share  with  us,  or  take  off  any  thing  from  the  burden  of  our 

pains,  which  will  be  equally  to  them  and  us  extreme:  • 

Can  it  be  any  considerable  satisfaction,  that  we  are  sick 
of  an  epidemical  disease,  that  sweepeth  away  multitudes 
about  us  and  with  us  P 

Is  it  better  for  one  part,  that  the  whole  body  is  over.  • 
spread  with  a  noisome  leprosy  ?  that  its  fellow  members  are  < 
tortured  with  grievous  anguish  ? 

Can  the  sorest  pains  of  our  brethren  cure  the  achii^  of 
Qur  heart,  assuage  the  pangs  of  our  conscience,  or  slack  the 
consuming  flames  beneath  ? 

What  advantage  can  we  enjoy  from  going  doWn  to. 
hell  in  a  troop  ?  what  ease  shall  we  find  there  from  being 
encompassed  with  the  doleful  groans,  the  piercing  shrieks, 
and  dismal  bowlings  of  fellow  sufferers  in  that  infernal  dun- 
geon? 

Alas  !  will  it  not  rather  augment  our  pains  to  hear  the 
sore  complaints,  the  fierce  accusations,  the  desperate  curses 
'    of  those,  ^hom  our  compliance  hath  engi^ed,  or  encour- 
aged, or  confirmed  and  hardened  in  that  wicked  practice, 
which  did  tlirow  them  into  that  disconsolate  case  ? 

8.  Another  principle  (near  of  kin  to  the  fonner)  is  a  dis- 
like of  singularity  and  solitude ;  together  with  the  conse- 
quences and  imputations^  usually  cleaving  thereto. 

One  would  not  be  a  man  by  himself;  to  be  gazed  on, 
to  be  hooted  at  as  a  kind  of  prodigy,  to  be  deemed  an 
extravagant,  odd,  humorous,  fantastic  person,  conceited  of 
his  own  opinion,  addicted  to  his  own  way,  arrogating  to 
himself  a  liberty  of  crossing  and  condemning  or  contemn- 
ing the  world ;  therefore  he  runneth  along  with  the  age, 
complying  with  its  sinful  customs,  and  naughty  fashions*; 

'^  He  is  grievous- unto  us  even  to  bcboM :'  for  his  life  if  not  like  other  men^,' 
\kit  ways  are'of  another  fiiahion.  -  WUd,  iL  15,  ^c.   . 
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But  this  \$  a  vain  principle  ;#  for  really  to  be  singulaf  is  SERM. 
no  fault,  to  be  held  so  is  no  disgrace ;  it  is  rather  in  many 
cases.laudable  and  honourable ;  and  if  in  any,  most  reason- 
ably it  is  in  this. 

.  Poth  not  singularity  or  paucity  increase  the  price  and 
estimation  of  every  vduable  thing  ?  What  maketh  a  jewel 
but  rarity  ?  what  but  that  maketh  a  diamond  more  pre- 
cious than  a  pebble  ? 

Do  not  men  for  singular  eminency  in  any  art,  skill,  facul- 
ty, endowment, gain  credit  and  renown?  What  recommen- 
ded to  posterity  the  names  of  Apelles,  Praxiteles,  Phidias, 
but  excelling  in  their  art.  beyond  the  ordinary  rate  ?  what 
gave  to  Demosthenes  and  Cicerp  their  esteem,  but  a  singu- 
lar knack  of  eloquence  ?  to  what  did  Alexander  and  Caesar 
owe  their  fame,  but  to  an  extraordinary  valour  ?  whence  got 
Socrates  such  a  name,  but  from  his  singular  wisdom  ?  whence 
Fabricius,  Aristides,Cato,  but  from  their  singular  integrity? 

Why  then  should  it  be  a  discouragement  or  reproach  to 
be  singular  or  extraordinary  in  the  noblest  of  all  faculties, 
that  of  living  well,  in  the  most  excellent  of  all  perfections, 
that  of  virtue  ? 

In  truth,  a  man  is  hardly  capable  of  a  greater  commen- 
dation than  this,  that  he  is  singularly  good ;  that  he  sur- 
passeth  the  vulgar  level,  an4  mounteth  near  heaven  in  the 
divinest  qualities ;  that  no  bad  example  or  fashion  hath 
been  able  to  seduce  or  corrupt  him :  this  should  render 
him  to  be  most  highly  esteemed,  and  most  deaily  cherished, 
as  a  choice  ornament  of  the  world,  as  a  most  useful  instru- 
ment of  good  to  mankind. 

It  were  desirable  that  virtue  were  more  9ommon  in  the 
world  ;  but  surely  its  being  more  rare  doth  render  it  more 
admirable,  mgre  illustrious,  more  glorious. 

Heroical  virtue  is  therefore  such,  because  so  few  do  at- 
tain or  can  reach  it ; 

— — ^pauci  quo8  squus  amftvit 
Jupiter ; 

A  few,  who  by  special  assistance  of  God''s  grace,  and  by 
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SERM.  extraordifidry  itadlation,  do  dixymotttit  the  ^^JStaeies  wl^ 
LXVILgre  set  agannt  it. 

It  was  weH  said  of  9t.  Bernard,  To  begtfod  among  gooA 
men  hath  safety^  biU  tobe  such  among  bad  mm  haih  ciso 
praUe ;  (a  man  will  be  saved  by  that,  but  he  shoat4  be 
conuDended  for  this ;)  that  haih  as  muck^fitcOify  as  it  hoik 
securitffy  this  is  of  as  much  worth  as  difficubjf* . 

Indeed  if  we  consider  the  nature  of  things,  or  consult 
the  history  of  times,  we  shall  find  that  virtue  must  be,  and 
ever  hath  been,  liable  to  this  imputation ;  it  is  commoniy 
so  hard  and  hazardous  to  be  good  in  any  notable  degree, 
that  few  will  take  the  pains,  or  undergo  the  hardddps  rc^ 
qnisite  to  attain  or  exercise  it. 

Hence  the  best  men  (who  are  such,  not  according  to  the 

blind  conjecture  of  men,  but  in  God^s  sure  esteem)  sxt  an 

1  PetiL  s.  elect,  and  peculiar  sort  of  people,  a  few  choice  persons  culi- 

ed  out  of  a  great  lump  of  those,  who  either  reject  relq^on, 

or  embrace  it  only  in  verbal  profession  or  formal  shew. 

Hence  it  hath  been  the  observation  and  complaint  of  aU 
times, 
1^'^''  B«iqmppebom. 

Hence  the  most  renowned  men  for  goodness,  and  who  by 
God^s  special  care  have  been  recommended  to  us  as  patterns 
thereof,  have  been  veiy  Angular  in  it ;  and  their  singulari-, 
ty  did  much  enhance  the  price  of  their  goodness. 

Gen.?.  S2.  It  is  sdid  of  Enoch,  that  he  walked  with  God;  but  it 
seemeth  with  small  or  no  company  bee&de;  otherwise  it 
would  not  have  been  so  particularly  recorded  of  him. 

Noah  was  content  to  be  a  man  by  himself,  a  preacher  of 
righteousness  against  the  vogue,  and  a  practiser  thereof 

G«.  TiL  ].  against  the  stream  of  his  whde  age;  for  thee  (md  God  of 
him,  that  is,  thee  alone)  have  I  seen  righteous  before  me  «#i 
ihis  generaHan,  He  was  no  less  fsngular  in  his  goodness, 
than  in  his  salvation. 

^  Inter  hoao^  boms  tmt  Mhitem  habet,  inter  maloi  too  a  kradem  i  AM 
lints  ftcOitatis  ett,  quanta  et  aecuritatis;  hoc  tante  vizttttia*  quantv  ct difficul- 
^  talis.        Btm,  fy.ifL 
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to  pick  him  out,  and  aqparate  him  firom  the  rtit  of  nttn- 

kind,  (to  single  hni  ^^om  Ai^  kindred  and  eountrff}  to  con-Ocn.  ziL  i. 

fer  spasud  gf  dees  aad  lilemngs  on  Urn. 

Loth«dAf»H^fAl^i>«r  loiJv^a^fd  wMArj!%  MRW-^Pet^u^v. 
Mifcm  ^  Ike  vicAwI,  which  did  hidoM  him,  yet  m  that  he 
did  vetann  a  tomid  and  deflor  integritjr  amoog*  them. 

Job  had  this  testimony  fixnn  God,  exaimning  Satan  cod* 
faming  Um,  Ni$H  Aou  tonMir^  myservani  M^  Ao^Jokus. 
HhffV  i$  none  like  kim  an  ihe  emih^  nferftdk  amd  oft  mp^ 
figU  man^  one  ^Mjkareih  God,  andetchiwetk  evUf 

What  waa  the  rasohition  of  JodiiiaP  did  he  Tahie  baii^ 
toteorsingidariahiBpfaclice?  No;  ferypropoundii^toUa 
people  whether  they  would  diooae  Crod  or  not,  he  toU  them 
that  howerer  it  wefe,  although  all  of  them  diould  fonake 
God,  he  was  resolved  to  stick  fast  to  hio^  not  v^ardi»g  their 
practiee;  Bui,  said  he^  ob  Jbr  me  and  my  hmney  we  mtt^oA.  ndtw 
eenfelheLofd:  that  indeed  was  nobly  resoWed ;  it  was  a^^ 
feariution  wcnrdiy  of  st»h  an  hero^  to  atand  aione  in  so  good 
and  wise  a  ehoiee  aganst  his  whole  natkuL    It  was  a  ica«h 
Intion  suitable  to  Aathis  behavionry  wfaidi  he  expressed  in 
these  wofds,  Jfy  breArem  Aat  went  up  wtA  me  made  ihejoA.m.9. 
heart ef Ike peeple melt;  Imt I whciBgfMcmedAe Lord mg 
God;  in  repurd  to  wfaidi  Ua  comiade  Calebs  being  of  the 
smae  spirit  with  him,  ia  called  a  aHm  of  anoiher  epM ;  Xubj^xit. 
different  £khb,  and  9bowe  the  mean  spurit  of  hie  fellows^       24. 

What  waa  David?  was  he  not  a  man  by  hiasself  ?  waa  he 
not  like  one,  of  whom  the  poet  saith. 

Mm  nwmawim  phmo*  vtl  fietm  oodubmo  mubi  ?  •  J"^*  ^* 

ziiL 

So  he  telleth  us,  /,  saith  he,  am  become  m  ii  were  o 
^mane^ertgnJtommiijfyh^myewreiruHiemiku^  *Awoiid«r 

Did  Elias,  to  shun  the  imputation  of  singularity,  or  lo^jj^^^''^ 

regard  to  common  practioe,  swerve  from  hia  faithful  ad-czu.  M. 

hmnee  to  God^^s  service,  although  he  did  passionately  ^^e-}^^^^]^ 

sent,  andbewml  his  case?  No,  tor  I  have,  said  he,  beeni^m* 

veryjedkmjxyr  the  Lord  ofhosU ;  fir  the  children  of  Israel  Jl^^ 

havejbrwken  thj/  covenant,  thrown  down  thine  altar e,  and 
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1^£HM.  dain  thy  prophets  with  the  sword  ;  asid  /,  eveti  I  onkf,  cm 

LXVII.  igjf^^  and  they  seek  my  lifey  to  take  it  away, 

.        ^^]  What  was  the  case  of  Jeremy  ?  /,  saith  he,  wa^  a  derir 

^'^  "^     sum  to  all  my  people^  and  their  song  all  the  day : ,  yet  did 

jer.  1 18.   he  maintain  hk  integrity,  and  was  a  defenced  city^  and  an 

^^^^       iron  pillar^  and  a  brazen  waU  against  the  whole  land ; 

against  the  kings  qfJudah^  against,  the  princes  thereof,  and 

against  the  people  of  the  land. 

What  .was  the  condition  of  our  Lord?  was  not  he  sir 
j^^gjl  34.jtti^  toTiksyhfijsm^  a  prodigy  spoken  against  by  all;  against 
Heb.  xiL  3.  whom  both  Herod  and  Pontius  PHaie^  with  the  GentHeSy 
Is.  ixiiL  3.  ond  the  people  of  Israel  were  gathered  together ;  who  trod 
John  xii;  ^^^  win&press  cdcne,  and  of  the  people  there  was  none  with 
JohnxrL  him;  who  in  his  life  was  regarded  by  few,  and  at  his 
^*  .  death  (when  he  yielded  his  great  attestation  to  truth  and 
31,  66.       righteousness)  was  deserted  by  all  ? 

What  was  the  Apostles^  condition  P  were  they  not  sin- 

^^^^jiigular  men?  were  not  they  held  a  *^c<  everywhere  spoken 

22.  against,  and  impugned  with  all  violence  of  spirit  apd  rage  ? 

Heb.  X.  33!  were  not  they  Toade  a  spectacle  to  H^  world,  to  be  gazed  at, 

1  Cor.  i  26.  with  scorn  and  reproach  ^  did  not  they  (a  few,  simple,  poor, 

weak  folk)  in  doctrine  and  practice  cross  and  controul  the 

world,  confuting,  reproving,  condemning  the  generality  of 

men,  of  error,  of  folly,  of  wickedness  ? 

It  can  therefore  be  no  just  blame  or  reasonable  discour* 
agement  to  appear  singular  in  the  practice  of  virtue. 

Such  a  singularity  is  no  good  argument  of  fond  con- 
ceitedness,  of  wilful  humour,  of  arrogant  pride.     For, 

Can  it  be  fond  conceitedness  to  follow  the  dictates  of  the 
best  reason,  to  observe  the  advices  of  the  wisest  men  in  all 
times,  to  follow  the  direction  and  conduct  of  infinite  wisdom; 
to  embrace  that,  which  in  most  cases  natural  light,  conunon 
sense,  and  continual  experience  do  approve  ?  is  it  not  wild- 
ness  to  do  otherwise,  though  all  should  do  it  ? 

Can  it  be  wilful  humour  to  hold  fast  our  best  interest, 
our  truest  comfort,  our  eternal  salvation  ?  is  it  not  rather 
so,  to  comply  with  a  perverse  generation  in  running  head- 
lonff  to  their  own  ruin  ? 
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Can  it  be  pride  or  arrogance  to  acknowledge  our  Maker,  SERM. 
to  be  loyal  and  dutiful  to  our  heavenly  Sovereign,  to  fear  LXVIL 
the  Almighty  God,  to  submit  to  his  will,  to  tremble  at  his  *— 
wordy  to  be  afraid  qfhisJtuJgments,  to  shun  his  iSerce  anger 
and  severe  vengeance  ? 

Is  it  a  bad  ambition  to  seek  that  honour  and  immortal 
glory  which  God  doth  offer,  to  shun  that  everlasting  shame 
and  contempt  which  he  doth  menace  ? 

Is  it  not  rather  monstrous  presumption,  and  enormous 
vanity,  to  consort  and  conspire  with  rebels  against  God's 
law,  with  despisers  of  his  grace  ? 

In  fine,  when  the  most  men  are  fpolish  and  vain,  when 
the  world  is  depraved  and  dissolute,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
best  reason  should  be  called  humour,  ^d  the  wisest  men 
should  be  deemed  extravagant;  that  the  best  things  should 
be  slighted,  and  the  best  persons  represented  with  odious 
characters :  but  hence  to  renounce  wisdom  and  goodness  is 
abominably  absurd ;  as  if  we  should  therefore  put  out  our 
light,  because  it  is  night  about  us,  or  in  deep  winter  should 
put  off  our  clothes  among  the  wild  Indians. 

9.  Of  affinity  to  the  foregoing  principles  is  this  most 
plaunMe  apology  for  smpthering  our  conscience,  namely,  a 
prudential  apprehension,  that  we  shall'  not  come  off  well  in 
openly  avowing  and  abetting  goodness,  so  as  to  do  any  good 
or  service  to  it  thereby  ;  but  shall  theireby  rather  work  pre* 
judice  ajid  disservice  tq  it. 

The  age  (will  such  a  wise  man  say)  is  incorrigibly  de- 
generate ;  wickedness  is  not  only  bold  and  impudent,  but 
€ven  outrageously  insolent ;  so  that  to  appear  strictly  good 
is  a  kind  of  scandal,  to  pretend  conscience  for  our  rule  of 
action  is  to  be  ridiculous,  to  patronize  duty  is  to  provoke  Job  xiL  4 
scorn  and  obloquy^  to  mention  religion  is  to  prostitute  and 
profane  it,  to  concern  G^od  in  our  doing  is  to  expose  his 
most  sacred  and  venerable  name  to  irrision  and  foul  abuse^ 

Such  is  th^  posture  of  things,  that  of  all  the  se^tB  and 
factions  which  divide  the  world,  that  of  Epicurean  scorn- 
ers  and  mockers  is  become  the  most  formidable ;  with  dis^. 

VOL.  lU.  u 
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SERM.  dainful  pride  inciting  and  vapouring  over  the  professon 

LXVIL  of  religion,  persecuting  all  soberness  of  mind  and  staunch- 

ness  of  manners  with  a  fierce  rage  and  a  kind  of  Satanic  zeal. 

The  state  of  the  world  being  like  to  that  when  the  holy 

PhiL  zdr.  Psalmist  cried  out,  Lord,  how  long  shall  the  wicked,  how 

m.  t  z.  3  ^^^  ^^^  ^  wicked  triumph  f  how  long  shall  Utey  utter 
amdspeak  hard  ihings^andaU  the  workers  of  iniquity  boast 
themselves  9 
In  such  a  case,  is  it  not  seasonable  to  observe  our  Lord^s 

Matt  viL6.  advice,  not  to  give  that  which  is  holy  unto  dogs,  nor  to  cast 
our  pearls  hefiyre  swine;  (not  to  expose  good  doctrine  and 
holy  practice  to  scurrilous  and  sensual  people,  who  will 
snarl  and  bark  at  it,  will  scorn  and  tram^^e  on  it,  will  bite 
and  tear  you  for  it  ?) 

Is  it  not  then  \risdom  rather  fairly  to  retreat,  withdraw- 
ing our  virtue  into  a  safe  retirement,  than  by  openly  con- 
testing for  it  against  overmatching  forces  to  hazard  its  be- 
ing baffled  and  abused,  its  being  trampled  on  and  triumph- 
ed over,  by  scornful  pride  and  malice  ? 

In  such  a  world  to  oppose  impiety,  what  is  it  but  attempt- 
ing to  stop  a  t<»:rent,  to  aUay  a  storm,  to  gape  .against  an 
oven,  to  blow  against  the  wind,  to  kick  against  the  pridks  ? 
But  if  this  case  be  rightly  weighed,  it  rather  strongly 
may  engage  us  to  an  c^pen  profession  and  practice  of  the 
strictest  virtue,  than  excuse  us  from  it 

Epb.  ▼.  15.  St  Paul  doth  enjoin  us  to  xeaUe  accuratdy,  ftot  asfodSy 
but  as  wise,  redeeming  the  time,  for  this  reason,  because  the 

Phfl.  iL  i&  days  are  evil;  and  that  we  should  be  blameless  and  harm- 
less, the  sons  qf  (Sod,  tsithout  rebuke,  in  the  midst  of  a  croak- 

*(or  hdd*    ed  and  perverse  nation,  shining  among  them  as  lights  in  the 

^^».    aporH,  and  '^holding forth  the  word  of  life. 

ru-)  And  great  reason  for  it ;  for  the  worse  the  world  is,  the 

more  need  there  is  of  good  patterns  to  instruct  and  guide 
it,  to  admonish  and  excite  it  to  goodness. 

If  the  days  are  evil,  it  is  high  time  that  we  should  apply 
our  best  endeavours  to  the  mending  of  them. 

Xf  virtue  be  so  near  lost,  or  so  quite  gone  from  among 
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u&  it  is  needfxil  that  we  should  presently  seek  to  recover  or  S£RM. 
to  retrieve  it^  i^avii. 


If  goodness  be  so  hardl  j  pressed  by  opposition,  then 
bath  every  good  man  the  more  reason  to  appear  strenuous- 
ly in  its  defence,  the  more  are  we  engaged  to  hasten  with 
all  our  mi^t  to  its  relief  and  sueoour  firom  irrecoverable 
c^pressiop. 

Every  one  should  labour  to  raise  a  bank  against  that  in. 
undalion  which  tlu*eateneth  to  ov^orflow  and  overwhelm  all. 

Shall  we  endure  to  see  the  adversary  of  our  welfare  to 
carry  all  before  him  without  any  opposition  or  obstruction  ? 
I^all  we  suffer  iniquity  to  enjoy  a  quiet  rdgn,  to  root  and 
settle  itself  in  its  usurpation,  to  r^se  itself  a  title  of  long 
occupancy  and  prescription  against  goodness  ^ 

Is  it  not  then  more  generous  to  avow  our  friendship  to 
virtue,  and  to  abet  it  in  our  patronage,  when  it  is  under  the 
hatches,  and  crieth  for  our  aid  ?  is  it  not  vile  treachery  in 
such  a  case  to  desert  it  ? 

Is  it  not  gallant  then  to  r4rist  sin,  and  check  wickedness, 
when.it  is  so  high  and  rampant  ?  ^ 

Who  will  not  be  virtuous  (or  endeavour  at  least  to  ap« 
pear  such)  when  virtue  is  in  fashion  and  request ;  when  it 
fkurisheth  in  reputation,  when  all  the  world  doth  counte- 
nance and  abet  it?  ^ho  will  not  shun  or  disown  wicked- 
ness, when  it  is  conunonly  odious  and  despicable  ?  who  will 
not  hdp  the  Lord  againet  weak  adversaries?  juclg.T.2$. 

But  to  embrace  virtue  \ipon  greatest  disadvantages,  to 
diaclaini  vice  in  its  triumphant  prosperity,  this  is  indeed 
hrave  and  masculine. 

He  is  a  worthy  man  indeed  who  can  keep  the  field  among 
so  many  stout  enemies,  who  can  stand  upright  in  a  crooked 
generaHon  ;  who  can  despise  the  scorn,  defy  the  rage,  bear 
up  i^nst  the  impudence  and  malignity  of  vain,  base, 
wretched  men,  combining  to  supplant  and  extirpate  good- 
ness. 

Nor  have  we  reason  in  proceeding  thus  to  despair  of 

"  Specta  jurenis — ^in  ea  tempora  natus  es,  quibus  Ibnnare  anirn^im  ezpedii«( 
ooastantibiiVB  excniplis.     Tac.  Amu  16. 

U2 
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SERM.  good  success ;  we  n^d  not  fear  thereby  to  expose  the  ere- 
LXVII.  J j^  Q,.  endanger  the  interest  of  goodness.     For, 

How  can  we  fail  of  prospering  in  the  maintenance  of 
Grod'^s  cause  and  special  concern  ?    Although  men  may 
commonly  desert  him,  yet  doth  he  not  utteHy  forsake  them, 
or  give  over  the  government  of  the  world;   he  may  let  the 
reins  lie  a  little  loose,  but  he  doth  not  put  them  out  of  his 
hands :  his  power  cannot  be  abated,  his  providence  can  ne- 
ver sleep ;  though  he  is  so  patient  in  suffering  wicked  men 
to  provoke  him,  yet  he  will  not  be  slack  in  assisting  good 
men,  who  take  his  part,  and  undertake  to  maintain  his  ho- 
nour ;    assuredly  he  will  help  them  who  help  him  agamsi 
the  mighty. 
DeaLzxxiL     In  this  service  one  will  chase  a  thousand,  and  two  put  ten 
Jodu  zziii.  ^hotuand  to  flight ;  one  David  will  knock  down  never  so 
10.  many  Philistines  reproaching  God^s  name ;  one.Phinebas 

^um.  XXV.  ^jjj  j^pj,ggg  ijjg  petulancy  of  a  whole  nation ;  one  Jeremy 
Jer.xnSO.^'^  be  a  brazen  waU  against  a  ixhoie  land;  Grod  will 
Jer.  L  19.  ^^^^  ^^  ff^  ^  ^^'^  ^  ^^^  '^^  shall  flght  against  thee, 
^^  ^^'  but  they  shall  not  prevail  against  thee ;  Jbr  I  am  with  thee, 
saUh  the  Lord,  to  deliver  thee. 

One  sober  man  in  defence  of  virtue  is  able  to  discomfit 
all  the  Hectors,  die  hufiing  blades,  and  boisterous  ruffians 
in  the  world,  attacking  them  with  tound  discretion  and 
steady  resolution :  for  all  their  bravery  and  confidence,  they 
Jwn.  i7.  7.  are  easily  mated ;  and  being  like  their  sire,  if  you  resist 
them,  they  wiUfleeJrom  you :  a  prudent,  seasonable,  smart 
check  will  quash  their  spiuious  courage  and  giddy  audaci* 
ty.     Their  contempt  of  goodness  is  but  feigned ;  they  can- 
not really  for  their  hearts  despise  it ;  there  is  stamped  on 
their  souls  and  consciences  *  such  a  respect,  such  an  awe 
thereof,  which  they  cannot  quite  rase  out :  wherefore  if 
you  briskly  represent  it  to  them,  and  challenge  their  rever- 
ence to  it,  they  cannot  but  succumb,  their  own  mind  and 
conscience  joming  to  l)ack  your  reproof ;  so  that  if  you  can- 
Jer.xx.  11.  not  reclaim  them,  you  shall  however  repress  them ;  if  you 
1  Pet  iL     ^"'^^^  correct  their  vice,  you  shall  yet  confound  their  im- 
l^  pudence ;  For  so,  saith  St,  Peter,  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that 
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mih  xteli  doing  ye  may  put  to  silence  the  ignorance  offooU  SERM. 
ish  men ;  and,  Having  a  good  conscience^  that^  whereas  they  ^^^^  ' 
speak  evil  of  you,  as  ofevU  doers,  they  may  be  ashamed  i  Pet  m, 
thatjtdsely  accuse  your  conversation  in  Christ,  r^jj^  -^  ^ 

It  is  only  sneaking,  or  a  timorous  pretence  to  virtue 
which  they  contemn ;  but  they  will  admire  those  who  stiffly 
adhere  to  it,  and  stoutly  maintain  it 

We  shall  therefore  e^cpose  virtue,  not  by  frankly  avow- 
ing it,  but  by  faintly  slinking  from  it,  when  occasion  re- 
quireth  an  open  acknowledgment  and  exemplary  practice 
of  it. 

If  the  world  is  so  very  bad,  it  Will  not  be  worse  for  our 
attempt  to  better  it;  it  will  be  so  much  at  least  better,  that 
one  therein  hath  that  worthy  purpose. 

It  was  bad  when  Noah  preached  righteousness  to  it. 
It  was  bad  when  Elias  was  so  zealous  for  the  Lord  of 
hosts. 

It  was  bad  when  Jeremy  was  derided  for  declaring  God^s 
will  and  exhorting  to  repentance. 

They  were  very  bad  times,  when  all  the  Prophets  did 
strive  so  earnestly  to  reclaim  men  from  their  wickedness ; 
being  reproached  and  persecuted  for  doing  so,  but  not  de- 
terred from  doing  it ;  the  resentment  they  had  of  the  bad- 
ness of  times  did  not  make  them  abandon  the  means  of  its 
recovery  from  it. 

The  whole  world  did  lie  in  wickedness  when  the  Apostles  i  John  r. 
did  undertake  the  reformaUon  of  it  *  ^^' 

In  fine,  if  men  generally  upon  such  accounts  of  despair-  None  call- 
ing prudence  neglect  to  own  goodness,  what  must  the  con-^^^'^j"*' 
sequence  be  ?  what;  but  that  piety  shall  be  cashiered,  thatuyi^- 
virtue  shall  be  discarded,  that  conscience  shall  be  quite  ex-^^^ 
ploded  and  exterminated  from  the  world  ?  that  consequent- 1»*  ^'  ^ 
ly  an  horrible  deluge  of  various  mischiefs,  a  general  preva^ 
lence  of  lewdness  and  luxury,  of  fraud  and  violence,  of  fac- 
tion and  tumult,  a  violation  of  all  faith  and  friendship,  a' 
dissolution  of  all  order  and  peace  will  ensue  ? 

And  what  must  grow  upon  this  state  of  things  ?  what 
but  another  flood  of  judgments,  and  woful  vengeance? 
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SERM.  when  Grod^s  patience  hath  been  tried  to  .the  utmost,  and  his 

LXVII.  goodness  tired  with  bearing  such  a  load  of  abominations,  he 

Jar.  V.  f  9.  ^l  ^  forced  to  cry  out,  ShdU  I  'not  visit  fir  these  things  f 

KaL^rr^**  >**aff  wo^w»y«oW6f  ar«wgvdon#ttcA  a  nation  cts  this  f 

Stttlta  oJli-     10.  Another  principle  of  dispensing  with  conscience  in 

^JJJ^j^^  public  duties  and  conversation  before  men  is  a  kindof  per- 

ta  prudenti.  verse  wisdom,  or,  subtle  craft,  affecting  the  name  of  discre- 

mn.  Cic.de. x^^ 

Qf.m.p.    ^^°- 

1^  Men  see  there  are  diva's  inconveniences  attending  the 

profession  of  respect  to  Grod  and  conscience  in  all  their  do- 
ings ;  that  the  world  may  dislike  and  disesteem  them,  that 
divers  persons  wiU  hate,  malign,  reproach,  and  persecute 
them  for  it ;  that  they  may  chance  to  be  crossed  in  their  de- 
fflgns,  and  lose  profits  or  preferments  thereby;  therefore 
they  deem  it  advisable  to  decline  it  in  open  view,  making 
up  the  defect  by  adoring  and  serving  God  in  private. 

Thus  they  think  to  ^ve  all,  by  maintaining  a  neutrality, 
and  compounding  the  business,  yielding  an  open  conformity 
to  the  world,  and  reserving  a  secret  regard  to  God  ;  sinning 
publicly,  and  privately  repenting ;  retaining  their  credit, 
quiet,  ease,  {Measure,  with  their  conscience  and  peace  of 
GaL  T.  11.  mind ;  affecting  some  piety,  but  avoiding  the  scandal  of  it 

They  would  hold  fair  with  both  sides ;  so  that  neither 
the  world  should  persecute  them  for  crossing  its  humour, 
nor  God  punish  them  for  transgressing  his  will. 

They  drive  a  subtle  trade,  hoping  to  gain  on  all  hands, 
both  the  benefits  of  the  other,  and  the  advantages  of  this 
world,  to  save  their  soul,  and  serve  their  worldly  interests 
together : 
-gj^^  ^  This  they  would  believe  a  point  of  special  wisdom^  pre- 
1^9  IT.  scribed  by  Solomon :  Be  not  righteous  ovennueh^  neUher 
make  thtfedfoverwise ;  Jbr  why  shouldesi  thou  destroy  thy^ 
sdff  Be  not  overmuch  wicked^  neither  be  thouficiish :  n^ 
shotddest  thou  die  before  the  time  f 

But  this  rooking  trick,  to  hedge  thus  and  save  stakes, 
to  play  fast  and  loose,  to  dodge  and  shuffle  with  God,  God 
doth  not  like,  nor  will  suffer  himself  to  be  gulled  with  it. 
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He  will  Dot  be  satisfied  with  such  a  mongrel,  partial,  and  SERKf. 
hdUing  service.  •  LXVIL 

He  will  not  allow  us  to  withhold  that  half  of  his  service  i  Kingt 
(the  external,  visible  part  thereof)  which  is  most  honour-*^"*"  **•  > 
able  to  him,  and  most  beneficial  to  our  neighbour. 

He  cannot  endure  a  double  heart,  or  a  double  face ;  one 
looking  upward  to  heaven,  another  downward  to  the  earths 
He  exacteth  from  us  an  integrity  of  heart  and  perfec- 
tion of  obedience;  that  we  should  love  him  with  our 
whole  heart,  that  we  should  be  perfect  with  him^  that  w^ 
should  walk  uprightly,  not  defkcting  to  the  right  hand  or 
left  from  our  duty. 

He  will  not  endure  that  we  should  hold  amity  or  cor* 
respondence  with  his  enemies ;  particularly  with  the  world, 
the  fnendship  whereof  he  hath  declared  inconsistent  with 
his  favoiir ;  and  that  it  is  a  spiritual  adultery  to  impart  any 
of  our  afiections  to  it ;    according  to  that  of  St.  James ;  J"**  »^;."«. 
Ye  adidterers  and  adudteressee,  know  ye  not  that  thejriend- 15.      "* 
ship  of  the  world  is  enmity  with  Godf  so  thai  whosoever^j*^*^^^ 
wUl  be  a  friend  of  the  world  becometh  the  enemy  of  God.       19.  x?iu ' 
We  may  sh^  as  well  as  we  can  in  Ae  world,  provided  p^J^^^^^^lj^ 
that  we  hold  innocence,  and  do  not  conspire  with  it  against  uzviii- 
God,  by  violation  of  our  duty  to  him  ^:  Be  wise  as  serpents^  PhiLU.  &, 
iivnocent  as  doves.    Matt.  x.  16.  (cu  lambsy  Luke  x.  3.) 

They  reproach  good  men .  as  superstitious ;  who  are 
afr^d  of  invisible  powers;  who  let  go  things  in  hand 
(present  interests  and  pleasures)  for  a  reversion  and  hope. 

As  if  6od''s  word  were  not  suffident  security ;  as  if  we 
may  not  as  well  rely  upon  things  conspicuous  to  reason,  as 
those  which  are  obvious  to  sense. 

If  Christianity  be  plainly  false,  they  say  well ;  but  if  it  g  ^^  ^ 
be  true,  very  abiurdly ;  yiea  if  probable,  very  imprudently;  2. 
yea  if  possible,  not  wisely. 

•  PsaL  ziL  2.  Jam.  i.  8.  ir.  8,  -f^Chroii.  xiL  33.  1  Tim.  iiL  8.  A/X«y«r. 
PsaL  xxxyiiL  37.  Thdr  heart  wai  not  whole  with  him.  (O.  Tr.)  Dent,  zyiii. 
IS.  Job  L  8.  PaaLxUv.  18.  csiz.  61.  S  Cauon*  zzbt.  S.  Job  uiii.  11.  Matt. 
▼L  14.  Liiike  m.  13.  Avr2  M^Uts. 

'  Bom.  X?L  19.     2«f  vf  ei$  r«  &y9^9f,  ktupmais  %  nf  r«  mtniu 
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SERM.      They  charge  conscientious  men  with  timorousness,  faint- 
^^^^^'  heartedness. 

It  is  timorousness  or  blameable  fear  to  dread  things  with- 
out reason,  things  nowise  formidable,  which  cannot  hurt  us; 
such  a  timorous  man  is  he,  that  out  of  fear  of  men,  (of  dis- 
pleasing them,  of  suffering  by  them,  of  their  reproach,)  &c. 
transgresseth  his  duty. 

But  to  fear  Grod  is  wisdom,  soberness,  duty,  virtue ;  it  is 
handsome  and  honourable,  becoming  our  nature,  our  con* 
dition ;  the  pasdon  of  fear  was  chiefly  put  in  us  for  this 
purpose,  as  its  best  use. 

Is  it  courage,  and  not  rather  madness  to  provoke,  to  re- 
nst,  to  challenge,  to  cope  with  the  Almighty  ?  is  it  courage 
to  throw  one^s  self  down  a  precipice,  to  leap  into. the  infer- 
.  nat  lake  ?  is  it  gallantry  to  dare  transgress  all  reason  and  so- 

briety ?  is  it  brave  to  be  ifild  and  senseless,  &c.  ? 

It  is-  true  courage  to  reast  and  repel  sin  assaulting  a  man 
with  whatever  advantages ;  to  dare  to  do  well,  although 
vain  men  deride,  and  spiteful  men  hate  us  for  it 

It  is  a  kind  of  martyrdom  to  be  ill  used  by  the  world 
for  adhering  to  his  duty ;  and  he  hath  a  share  in  that,  Bless^ 
ed  are  they^  who  suffer  Jiyr  righteousness. 
Matt  X.  S9.  ^  fiD^»  it  is  a  vain  prudence  to  be  thus  politic  with  God ; 
!?  *T"  T**  whereby  we  shall  lose  the  whole,  or  that  part  which  is  in- 
r»,  JkwtKUm  valuable,  out  of  presumption  to  save  a  small  inconsiderable 
•**^''        part 

GaL  T.  11.      ^f  *"  ^  prudence,  then^  as  St  Paul  suth,  is  the  offence 
Matt x.^%,qf  the  cross  ceased. 
PhiL  iiL  a      Then  our  Lord  prescribed  a  foolish  condition. 

Then  were  the  Apostles  very  imprudent,  who  deserted 
all,  and  suffered  so  much  for  their  conscience ;  being  con- 
tent to  secure  their  spiritual  interest,  and  to  obtain  the  eter- 
Lukex.  it.  nal  rewards  of  piety ;  choosing  the  better  party  which  cotdd 

not  be  taken  from,  them. 
JanLiiL  IS.     What  the  true  wisdom  is  in  such  cases  St  James  hath 
told  us :   Who  is  a  wise  man^  and  endued  with  knowledge 
among  youf  let  him  shew,  out  of  a  good  conversation  his 
works  with  meekness  of  wisdom. 


SERMON  LXVII, 


OF  THE  GOODNESS  OF  GOD. 


I^SALH  Cxlv,  9. 

The  Lord  is  good  to  aU,  cmd  his  tender  mercies  are  over  aU 
his  works. 

JL  HE  goodness  of  €rod  is  a  frequented  theme ;  to  many  SERM. 
perhaps  it  may  seem  vtdgar  and  trite;  so  that  discourse  LX  VI I  J. 
thereon,  like  a  story  often  told,  may  be  nauseous  to  their  " 
ears :  but  in  truth  neither  can  we  speak  too  much  upon  this 
most  excellent  subject,  nor  ought  we  ever  to  be  weary  in 
hearing  about  it ;  for  it  is  a  sign  that  the  palate  of  our  mind 
is  distempered,  if  we  do  not  with  delight  and  affection  relish 
any  mention  of  divine  goodness*  Yea,  the  observation  of 
men^s  common  practice  would  induce  us  to  think,  that  either 
this  point  is  not  so  well  known,  or  but  little  believed,  or  at 
least  not  well  conadered  and  applied.  For  how  could  we 
be  so  v<nd  of  love  to  Grod,  of  gratitude  toward  him,  of  faith 
and  hope  in  him,  were  we  thoroughly  persuaded,  did  we 
seriously  conader,  that  he  is  so  exceedingly  good  toward 
us  ?  How  can  we  be  so  insensible  of  the  benefits  we  enjoy, 
so  distrustful  of  finding  succours  and  supplies  in  our  need, 
so  dissatisfied  and  discontisnted  with  what  befalls  us,  if  we 
conceive  and  weigh,  that  all  things  do  proceed  from,  are 
guided  and  governed  by  immense  goodness.?  How  also,  if 
men  have  such  an  opinion  of  Grod  impressed  on  their  minds, 
comes  it  to  pass,  that  they  are  so  little  carefiil  to  resemble 
and  imitate  him  in  kindness,  bounty^  and  mercy  to  one  ano- 
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SERM.  ther  ?  How  is  it,  in  fine,  thatthe  most  powerful  argument 
LXVIIL^Q  ^  manner  of  good  practice,  and  the  mightiest  aggrava* 
tion  of  sin,  if  well  known  and  pondered,  hath  so  little  force 
and  efficacy  upon  us  ?  From  experience  therefore  this  ar- 
gument may  seem  scarce  sufficiently  inculcated.  We  may 
add,  that  discourse  upon  this  attribute'  (which  above  alt 
other  attributes  doth  render  God  peculiarly  admirable  and 
amiable)  hath  this  special  advantage  beyond  other  dis- 
courses, that  it  doth,  if  our  hearts  conspire  therewith,  ap- 
proach most  nearly  to  the  formal  exercise  of  the  most  high 
and  heavenly  parts  of  devotion,  prcuse  and  thanksgiving ; 
that  it  more  immediately  conduces  to  the  breeding,  the 
noiu-ishing,  the  augmenting  in  us  the  best  and  noblest  of 
pious  affections,  love  and  reverence  to  Grod ;  trust  and  hope 
in  him ;  willing  resolutions  to  please  and  serve  him ;  whence 
it  is  consequent,  that  we  cannot  too  much  employ  our 
thoughts,  our  words,  or  our  attention  upon  this  point 
Besides  so  much  reason,  we  have  also  good  example  to 
countenance  us  in  so  doing:  we  have  the  precedent  of 
the  holy  Psalmist  resolving  to  make  it  his  constant  and 
Pfc  torix.  continual  employment :  /  wttf  smg^  saith  he,  of  the  mer-^ 
^'  des  of  the  Lord;  with  my  mouth  wHl  1  make  known  thy 

PmO.  ai^.  Jhiihjvlnes$  to  aU  generations.    And,  Every  day  wM  I 
^  bless  theey  and  I  wiU  praise  Hy  mmejbr  ever  a/fid  ever  ; 

(that  blessing  and  praising  God,  the  context  shews  to  have 
consisted  eq^ecially  in  the  declaration  of  God's  great  good- 
PaO-xcii  ness:)  and.  It  is  a  good  things  saith  he  again,  to  give 
^'  ^  thanks  wrvto  the  Lord,  and  ^  sing  praises  unto  thy  name,  O 
thou  most  High :  to  shew  Jbrth  thy  hving  kind»ess  in  the 
morning,  and  ihyfaithjklness  every  night..  Such  were  his 
intentions,  and  such  his  judgment  about  this  practice ; 
and  we  find  him  in  dFect  true  and  answerable  to  them; 
every  song  of  his,  every  meditation,  every  exercise  of  de- 
votion chiefly  harping  upon  this  string,  and  he  earnestly 
wishes  that  others  would  consent  and  consort  with  him 
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therm ;  he  earnestly  exhorts  and  excites  them  thereto :  O  SERM. 
tfuU  men  would  praise  the  Lard  for  his  goodness^  and^  LXVIIL 
his  wcmderjid  works  to  the  chitdrenofmenl  Praise  the  Lord,  pmL  criL 
O give  thanks  unto  the  Lord^for  he  is  go^d^for  his  mercy^  ^  ^ 
endured  for  ever.    That  one  example  might  suf&dently  au- 
thorize  this  practice ;  but  we  have  innumerable  others,  and 
those  the  highest  that  can  be,  to  encourage  and  engage  us 
thereto ;  even  the  whole  choir  of  heaven,  whose  perpetual 
business  and  happy  entertainment  it  is  to  contemplate  with 
their  minds,  to  celebrate  with  their  voices,  the  immense 
goodness  of  Grod ;  77^  have^  as  it  is  in  the  Revelation,  Rev.  iv.  9. 
no  rest  day  or  night  from  peiforming  this  office.     Such  is 
the  subject  of  our  discourse;  the  which  our  text  most  plain- 
ly and  fully  expresses ;  asserting  not  only  the  goodness  of 
Grod,  but  the  universal  and  boundless  extent  thereof;  TTie 
Lord  is  good  to  oB^  andhis  tender  fnercies(pr  his  boweb  of 
ejection  and  pity)  are  &oer  aU  his  works.     And  that  God 
indeed  is  such,  we  shall  first  endeavour  to  declare,  then 
shall  briefly  apply  the  conaderation  thereof  to  practice. 

That  God  the  Lord,  and  Maker  of  all  things,  is  of  him- 
self, in  regard  to  all  his  creatures,  especially  to  us  men, 
superlatively  good,  that  is,  disposed  never  without  just  or 
necessary  cause  to  harm  us,  and  inclinable  to  do  us  all  pos- 
mble  and  befitting  good,  the  universal  frame  of  nature  and 
the  constant  course  of  Providence  do  a£ford  us  sufficient 
reason  to  conceive,  and  most  frequent,  most  express  testi- 
monies of  holy  Scripture  do  more  fully  demonstrate. 
There  is  no  argument  from  natural  effects  discernible  by 
us,  which  proveth  God^s  existence,  (and  innumerable  such 
there  are,  every  sort  of  things  well  studied  may  afford 
some,)  the  which  doth  not  together  persuade  God  to  be 
very  kind  and  benign ;  careful  to  impart  to  us  all  befit- 
ting good^  suitable  to  our  natural  capacity  and  condition : 
.and  unwilling  that  any  considerable  harm,  any  extreme 
want  or  pain  should  befall  us.  (I  interpose  such  limita- 
tions, for  that  an  absolute,  or  universal  and  perpetual 
exemption  from  all  kinds  or  all  degrees  of  inconvenience, 
an  accumulation  of  all  sorts  of  appearing  good  upon  us, 
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SERM.  doth  not  become  or  suit  our  natural  state  of  being,  or  our 
LXVIILrank  in  perfection  among  creatures;  neither,  all  things 
being  duly  stated  and  computed,  will  it  turn  to  best  account 
for  us.)  The  best  (no  less  convincing  than  obvious)  argu- 
ments, asserting  the  existence  of  a  Deity,  are  deduced  from 
the  manifold  and  manifest  footsteps  of  admirable  wisdom, 
skill,  ^nd  design  apparent  in  the  general  order,  and  in  the 
particular  frame  of  creatures ;  the  beautiful  harmony  of  the 
whole,and  the  artificial  contrivance  of  each  part  of  the  world; 
the  which  it  is  hardly  possible  that  any  unprejudiced  and 
undistempered  mind  should  conceive  to  proceed  from  blind 
chance,  or  as  blind  necessity.  But  with  this  wisdom  are  al- 
ways complicated  no  less  evident  marks  of  goodness.  We. 
cannot,  in  all  that  vast  bulk  of  the  creation,  and  number- 
less variety  of  things,  discover  any  piece  of  mere  pomp,  or 
drycurioMty;  everything  seems  to  have  some  benefrcial 
tendency ;  according,  to  which  it  confers  somewhat  to  the 
need,  convenience,  or  comfort  of  those  principal  creatures, 
which  are  endued  with  sense  and  capacity  to  enjoy  them. 
Most  of  them  have  a  palpable  relation  to  the  benefit  (to 
the  subsistence  or  delight)  of  living  creatures ;  and.  especi- 
ally in  an  ultimate  relation  to  the  benefit  of  man ;  and  the 
rest,  although  their  immediate  use  be  not  to  our  dim  sight 
so  discernible,  may  therefore  be  reasonably  presumed  in 
their  natural  designation  to  regard  the  same  end.  Where- 
fore as  upon  consideration  of  that  ample  provision,  which  is 
made  in  nature  for  the  necessary  sustenanee,  defence,  and 
relief,  for  the  convenience,  delight,  and  satisfafction  of  eve- 
ry  creature,  any  man,  who  is  not  careless  or  stupid,^  may 
PsaL  ciy.  ^  induced  to  cry  out  with  the  Psalmist,  0  Lord,  luyw  ma- 
**•  nifold  are  thy  works !  in  wisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all  : 

so  may  he  with  no  less  reason  and  grdund  after  him  pro- 
ps. xxxiiL  'bounce  and  acknowledge ;  The  earth  is  fvU  of  the  good- 
s'aan.  e^^ness  of  the  Lord :  The  earth,  O  Lord,  isJvU  of  thy  mercy  : 
cSl.  4.  ^*y  mercy  is  great  unto  the  heavens :  Thy  mercy  is  great 
dv.  10,  &c  above  the  heavens.  It  is  indeed  because  divine  goodness  is 
^jjjj^  4/  freely  diffusive  and  communicative  of  itself;  because  es- 
sential love  is  active  and  fruitful  in  beneficence ;  because 
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highest  excellency  is  void  of  all  envy,  selfishness,  and  tena-  SERM. 
city,  that  the  world  was  produced  such  as  it  was;  those  LXVIIi: 
perfections  being  intrinsical  to  God^s  nature,  disposed  him 
to  bestow  so  much  of  being,  of  beauty,  of  pleasure  upon 
his  creatures.  He  openeth  his  handy  they  are  JiUed  u^i^APs-dv.  2S. 
good:  it  is  from  God^s  open  hand,  his  unconfined  bounty 
and  liberality,  that  all  creatures  do  receive  all  that  good 
which  fills  them,  which  satisfies  their  needs,  and  satiates 
their  desires.  Every  pleasant  object  we  view,  every  sweet 
and  savoury  morsel  we  taste,  every  fragrancy  we  smell, 
every  harmony  we  hear;  the  wholesome,  the  cheering, 
the  useful,  yea,  the  innocent  and  inofiensivc  qualities  of 
every  thing  we  do  use  and  enjoy,  are  so  many  perspicuous 
arguments  of  divine  goodness ;  we  may  not  only  by  our 
reason  collect  it,  but  we  even  touch  and  feel  it  with  all  our 
senses. 

The  like  conclusion  may  be  inferred  from  the  observa* 
tion  of  divine  Providence.  Every  signification,  or  expen. 
ment^  whence  we  may  reasonably  infer  that  divine  power 
and  wisdom  do  concur  in  upholding,  managing,  and  di- 
recting  the  general  state  of  things,  or  the  particular  affairs 
of  men,  being  well  examined  and  weighed,  would  afford 
reason  apt  to  persuade,  that  the  Grovemor  of  the  world  is 
graciously  affected  toward  his  creatures  and  subjects.  The 
general  preservation  of  thingis  in  their  natural  constitution 
and  order:  the  dispensing  constant  vicissitudes  of  season,  so 
as  may  serve  for  the  supply  of  our  needs;  the  maintaining 
such  a  course  of  things  in  the  world,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  great  irregularity  of  will,  and  violence  of  passion  in  so 
many  persons;  yet  men  do  ordinarily  shift  so  as  to  live 
tolerably  upon  earth  in  peace  and  safety,  and  enjoyment 
of  competent  accommodations  for  life;  with  the  aids  and 
consolations  arising  from  mutual  society ;  the  supports,  en- 
couragements, and  rewards  of  virtue  many  times  in  a 
strange  manner  administered;  the  restraints,  disappoint- 
ments, and  seasonable  chastisements  of  wickedness,  especi- 
ally when  it  grows  exorbitant  and  outrageous,  unexpect- 
edly intervening,  with  the  like  passages  of  Providence, 
will,  to  him  that  shall  regard  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  rs.xxTiii.5. 

Isa.  V.  !?• 
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SERM.  the  operation  of  his  ha/ndsy  sufficiently  declare  as  the  other 
LXVIIL  glorious  attributes,  (wisdom,  power,  and  justice,)  so  espe- 
cially the  goodness  of  him,  who  prendes  over  the  world ; 
assuring  that  he  is  a  friend  to  the  welfare,  and  dislikes  the 
misery  of  mankind.     He  that  shall  well  observe  fmd  con- 
sider how  among  so  many  fierce  and  hardhearted,    so 
many  crafty  and  spiteful,  so  many  domineering  and  de- 
vouring spirits,  the  poor  and  weak,  the  simple  and  harm, 
less  sort  of  people  do  however  subsist,  and  enjoy  some- 
what, cannot  but  suspect  that  an  undiscemible  hand,  full 
of  fnty  and  bounty,  doth  of  ten  convey  the  necessary  sup- 
ports of  life  to  them,  doth  often  divert  imminent  mischiefs 
from  them ;  cannot  but  acknowledge  it  credible,  what  the 
holy  Scripture  teacheth,  that  Grod  is  the  friend,  and  pa^ 
tron,  and  {H-otector  of  those  needy  and  helpless  people, 
Ps.  xiv.  S.  redeeming  their  soul  Jrom  deceit  and  violence,   as   the 
ixziL  12.'  Fsftlmist  speaks;  that  he  is,  as  the  Prophet  expresseth  it, 
l^xzT.  4.^  strength  to  the  poor,  a  strength  to  ^neeAf  in  his  distress, 
Otrefiigejrom  the  storm,  a  shadow  from  the  heat,  when  ike 
blast  of  the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  storm  against  the  wall. 
He  that  shall  remark,  how  frequently,  in  an  unaccountable 
way,  succour  and  relief  do  spring  up  to  just  and  innocent 
Pad.         persons ;  so  that  in  a  whole  age,  as  the  Psalmist  observed, 
xxzTiL  25.  such  persons  do  not  appear  destitute  or  forsaken ;  how  also 
iniquity  is  commonly  stopped  in  its  full  career,  and  then 
easily  receives  a  check,  when  its  violence  seemed  uncon- 
trollable ;  how  likewise  many  times  the  world  is  rescued 
from  confusions  and  distractions  unextricable  by  any  visi- 
ble wit  or  force ;  with  other  like  occurrences  in  human 
affairs ;  must  admit  it  for  a  reasonable  hypothesis  (fit  to 
render  a  cause  of  such  appearances)  that  a  transcendent 
goodness  doth  secretly  interpose,  furthering  the  produc- 
tion of  such  effects :  he  must  upon  such  observation  be 
Psd.  iTiil  ready  to  verify  that  of  the  Psalmist :    Verily  there  isare-^ 
ward  Jbr  the  righteous ;  verily  there  is  a  God  thatjudgeth 
the  earth.     St  Paul  instructs  us,  that  in  past  times  (that 
Acti  xiv.    is,  in  all  generations  from  the  beginning  of  things)  God 
did  attest  himself  to  be  the  Governor  of  the  world;  How  ? 
a/o^offWA/y,  by  his  beneficence ;  giving  to  men  showers  Jrom 
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heaoerif  andjhiiiftd  seasons^  JiHi'ng  their  hearts  withjbod  SERM. 
and  gladness:  competent  evidences,  it  seems,  these  were2__l 
of  his  providence,  and  withal  (supposing  that)  certain  de- 
monstrations of  his  goodness :  although  some  have  abused 
this  kind  of  testimony,  or  argumentation,  so  valid  in  itself, 
unto  a  contrary  purpose ;  alleging,  that  if  Gkxi  ruled  the 
world,  so  much  wickedness  and  impiety  would  not  be  to»- 
lerated  therein;  that  ingrateful  and  evil  men  could  not 
80  thrive  and  flourish  ;  that  more  speedy  and  more  severe 
vengeance  would  be  executed;  that  benefits  would  net 
be  scattered  among  the  crowd  of  men,  with  so  promiscu- 
ous and  undistinguishing  a  freeness.  But  such  discourses, 
upon  a  just  and  true  account,  do  only  infer  the  great  pa- 
tience and  clemegcy,  the  unconfined  mercy  and  bounty  of 
our  Lord ;  that  he  is  in  disposition  very  difiTerent  from  pet- 
tish and  impatient  man,  who,  should  he  have  the  reins  put 
into  his  hands,  and  in  his  administration  of  things  should 
be  so  often  neglected,  ccossed,  abused,  would  soon  overturn 
all  things;  and,  being  himself  discomposed  with  pssion, 
would  precipitate  the  world  into  confusion  and  ruin. 

Things  would  not  have  subasted.  hitherto,  and  continued 
in  th^r  orderly  course,  but  by  the  moderation  of  an  im- 
mense goodness;  by  that 

mtigni  ciutos  dementia  mundi.  Ckud* 

It  is  by  the  hordes  mercies  that  we  (we,  the  whole  body  of^^Bou  iiL 
nnful  men,  so  guilty  of  hdinous  provocations  and  rebel- 
lions against  our  Maker)  are  not  consumed.  And  what 
agsdn  Grod  in  the  Prophet  speaks  concerning  Israel,  he 
might  have  applied  to  the  whole  nation  of  men :  Hoze  Hos.  xi  S. 
shaUIgive  thee  up,  Ephraim  f  how  shall  I  deliver  thee,  Is- 
raelf  how  shall  I  m4ike  thee  as  JdmaJtf  how  shall  I  set 
thee  as  Zeboim  ?  I  wiU  not  execute  the  Jierceness  of  my  an~ 
ger,  I  wiU  not  return  to  destroy  Ephraim  ;  for  I  am  God, 
and  not  man.  The  reason  (for  I  am  God,  and  not  man)  is 
observable ;  implying  (upon  parity  of  reason  in  the  ca^es, 
concerning  that  one  nation,  and  concerning  the  body  of 
men)  that  it  is  an  indulgence  and  forbearance  above,  if 
not  contrary  to  the  temper  of  roan,  and  even  beyond  hu- 
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S£RM.  i^An  conceit,  whereby  the  state  of  things  here  doth  subsist, 
LXVIIL  and  is  preserved  from  ruin. 

Thus  nature  and  tlius  Providence  do  bear  witness  con* 
ccy?mng  the  disposition  of  Grod.     As  for  Scripture,  there  is 
nothing  either  in  way  of  positive  assertion  more  frequently 
inculcated,  or  by  more  illustrious  examples  set  forth,  and 
made  palpable,  than  this  attribute  of  God.     When  Grod 
would  impart  a  portr£dture  or  description  of  himself  to  his 
K^od.        dearest  friend  and  favourite,  Moses ;  the  first  and  chief  linea- 
*"*^*  '     ments  thereof  are  several  sorts,  or  several  instance^  of  good- 
ness ;  he  expresses  himself  Jlferci/W  andgraciotis,  long  sifffir-. 
'hning  and  abundant  in  goodness  (Mercijtd:  El  rachum)  4 
^"^^^  God  (fpityingy  or  strong  in  pity ;  that  is,  most  apt  to  com- 
mi^rate  and  to  succour  those  who  are  in  i^eed  or  distress. 
Gracious^  that  is,  ready  both  freely  to  forgive  wrongs,  and  to 
dispense  favours.    Long  steering,  or  longus  irarum,  that  is, 
not  soon  moved,  or  apt  easily  to  conceive  displeasure  ;  not 
hasty  in  execution  of  vengeance,  or  venting  his  anger  in  hurt- 
ful effects.     Abundant  in  goodness,  that  is,  not  sparing  as  to 
quantity  or  quality,  either  in  the  multitude  or  magnitude  of 
his  favours,  but  in  all  respects  exceedingly  liberal ;  'con- 
ferring willingly  both  very  many  and  very  great  benefits. 
Psal.  Such  did  God  represent  himself  to  Moses,  when  he  desire4 

cST'&c.  ^  fuller  knowledge  and  nearer  acquaintance  with  him,  than 
ordinary  means  afibrd.     The  same  character  in  substanct 
we  have  oflen  repeated,  and  sometimes  with  advantage  of 
emphatical  expression,  well  deserving  our  observation  afxd 
jodii.  13.  regard  ;  as  when  the  Prophet  Joel  swth,  that  Grod  is  peni' 
^Uahvu.  fg^^^  or  sorryjjbr  evil  it^icted;   and  Micah,  that  he  de^ 
Nefa.ix.  17>  lighteth  in  mercy ;  jmd  when  Nehemiah  caileth  him  a  God 
louxxx.    of  pardons ;  and  when  Isaiah  represents  hipi  as  xoaiting 
^^  (or  s^king  occasions)  to  be  gra^cious :  and  all  this  in  the 

Old  Testament,  where  God  seems  to  look  upon  man  with  a 
less  serene  and  debonair  aspect.  Indeed,  as  that  dispensa- 
tion (suitably  to  the  "nature  and  condition  of  things  under 
it)  doth  set  out  Grod's  mercy  and  goodness,  with  especial 
relation  to  this  jN-esent  world,  or  temporal  estate ;  so  the 
i^^vr  one  more  abundantly  displays  his  more  excellent 
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tiare  and  love  of  our  souls ;  his  great  tendtf  ness  of  our  spi-  ^ERM 
ritual  and  eternal  welfare.     It  is  all  of  it  in  its  nature  and  ^^^  1  ^' 


design  but  as  it  were  one  entire  declaration  of  the  rh  x^^*"  Bom.  it  4k 
f»if  etw?,  (the  beneficial  disposition^  the  benignity,  or  boun- 
tifuiness  of  God,  as  St.  Paul  telleth  us ;)  it  is  a  rare  pro- 
ject  of  divine  philanthropy;    an  illustrious  affidavit  of 
God^s  wonderful  propensity  to  bless  and  save  mankind ; 
manifested  by  the  highest  expressions  and  instances  of  love 
and  goodness  that  were  possible.     (For  his  not  sparing  his 
own  Son,  the  expreas  tmage  of  his  substance^  the  dearest 
object  of  his  infinite  love,  the  partaker  of  his  eternal  na- 
ture and  glory,  but  delivering  him  up  a  sacrifice  for  our   '. 
offences;  his  most  earnest  wooing  our  baseness  and  un» 
worthiness  to  reconciliation  with  him,  and  admission  or 
acceptance  of  his  favour ;  his  tendering  upon  so  fair  and 
easy  terms  an  endless  life  in  p^ect  joy  and  Miss ;  his  fur- 
nishing us  with  so  plentiful  means  and  powerful  aids  for 
attaining  that  happy  state — ^how  pregnant  demonstraUon8Bmii.v.2l. 
are  these,  of  unspeakable  goodness  toward  us !  whence) 
The  ordinary  titles  in  this  dispensation  attributed  unto 
him,  are,  the  God  qf  kve  andpeace^  of  hepe,  of  patience;  5»  Cor.  ziii. 
^  aUgrace^  tf  all  coneolaticn ;  the  Father  qfpUiee,  rkk^^j^^  J^ 
in  mercj/yfuU  of  boweU ;  love  and  goodneae  itself    TbusEph.ii.  4.' 
doth  the  Scripture  poritively  assert  God^s goodness;  thus it^j^^j^)^ 
directly  represents  and  describes  his  gracious  disporition  to- 
ward us.     And  as  for  examples,  (which  must  serve  as  to 
illustrate  and  explain^  so  also  to  verify  and  assure  matters 
of  this  nature,)  if  we  carefully  attend  to  God^s  ordinary 
proceedings  with  men  there  recorded,  we  shall  find  this 
disposition  very  conspicuous  in  them.     Who  can  recount  XAiktvi 
the  number,  or  set  out  the  value  of  those  instances  where-  ?^,  ^«^  ^^ 

.11  Iniw  mio 

in  God^s  goodness  is  expressed  toward  such  as  loved  him  ?  the  m- 
<^  his  admirable  condescension  in  drawing  them  to  him ;  |^^^ 
of  the  affectionate  tenderness,  with  which  be  constantly  evO. 
embraced  them ;  of  his  merciful  indulgence  toward  them, 
when  provoked  by  their  nntowardly  behaviour ;   of  his 
kbd  acceptance,  and  mumficent  recompensing  their  en- 
deavours to  please  him ;  of  his  deep  compassionating  their 
VOL.  xu.  X 
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SERM.  soileniigs;  of  his  vigilant  carefulncfls  over  them,  and  ofrer 

LXVIILftH  thdr  conoernmeiito  ?   Methinks  the  highest  exjM^saona 

that  language,  assisted  with  all  its  helps  of  metaphor  and 

resemblance^  can  afford,  are  very  languid  and  faint  in 

ccHnparison  of  what  they  strain  to  represent,  when  the 

goodness  of  God  toward  them  who  love  him  comes  to  be 

xntts.    ^^P*^^"^'  Js  ike  hcaoen  is  high  above  ike  earthy  so  greai 

Pad,  diL    ie  his  mcrojf  tomard  them  thtUjear  him:  Like  as  aJiUher 

^^»  ^^      pOieA  his  children^  so  the  Lordpitieih  them  thatjear  him: 

so  David  strives  to  utter  it,  but  with  similitudes  far  short 

of  the  truthi     If  any  ifilL  come  near  to  reach  it,  it  is  that 

^^  ^^    in  Moses  and  Zechiuriah,  when  they  are  compared  to  He 

Zech.  iL  a  opple  qf  GocPs  eye^  that  is,  to  the  most  dear  and  tender 

part,  as  it  were,  about  him. 
John  Tf.  ^^  fi^  iheoi  often  styled,  and  ever  treated,  as  frienda 
^^  and  Bs  children ;  and  that  in  a  sense  transcending  the  vul- 
zx.  7.  gar  fflgniiication  of  those  words ;  for,  what  friendship  could 
^dure,  could  pass  over,  could  forget,  could  admit  an  en- 
tire  reconciliation  and  re-estabti§hment  in  affection  after 
such  heinous  indignities,  such  infidelities,  such  undutiful- 
ness,  as  were  those  of  Adam,  of  Noah,  of  David,  of  Peter? 
Who  would  have  received  into  favour  and  familiarity  a 
Manasses,  a  Magdalen,  a  Paul  ?  Who  would  so  far  extend 
his  regard  upon  the  posterity  (upon  such  a  posterity,  so 
untoward,  so  unworthy)  of  his  friend,  as  God  did  upon 
that  of  Abraham,  in  respect  unto  him  ?  What  great 
prince  would  employ  his  principal  courtiers  to'  guard  and 
P«.zzziy.7. serve  a  poor  attendant,  a  mean  subject  of  his?  Yet,  The 
angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  Jiar 
him,  and  deUvereth  them ;  and  many  instances  we  have  of 
those  glorious  inhabitants  of  heaven  by  God's  appointment 
stooping  down  to  wait  upon  and  to  perform  service  to  the 
sons  of  men.  But  upon  examples  of  this  nature,  being 
numberless,  and  composing  indeed  the  main  body  of  the 
sacred  history,  (it  being  chiefly  designed  to  repxesent 
them,)  I  shall  not  insist ;  I  shall  only  observe,  for  prevent-  ^ 
ing  or  satisfying  objections,  (yea,  indeed,  for  turning  them 
4o   the  advantage  and  conjGrmation  of  that  which   w^ 
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aaaert,)  that  even  in  tboee  csaes,  wherein  God's  highest  SERM.  ^ 
tseverity  hath  been  aeraised,  when  Grod  hath  purposed  to  LXYH. 
exhibit  most  dreadful  instances  of  his  justice  upon  the  most 
provocative  occasiims ;  we  may  discern  his  goodness  emi- 
nently  shewing  itsdf  ^ :  that  even  in  the  greatest  extremity 
of  his  diqpleasure,  in  bis  acts  of  highest  vengeance,  merey  Jtm.n.1% 
doth  xaraxat^tfdof  ti^  x^inmc^  (as   St   James  speaketli,) 
boaH  iUelfi  and  iriuBg^  aver  justice :   that  God,  as  the 
sun,  (to  use  TertulUan^s  umilitude,)  when  he  seems  most  to 
infest  and  scorch  us,  doth  even  then  dispense  useful  and 
healthful  influences  upon  us<.    Even,  I  say,  in  the  most  ter- 
rihle  and  amaring  examples  of  divine  justice  (such  as  were 
the  ejecting  and  exdudine  mankind  from  Paradise ;  the  ge« 
neral  destruction  in  the  deluge;  the  exscinding  and  extir- 
potion  of  the  Amorites,  together  with  other  inhabitants  of 
Canaan ;  the  delivering  Israel  anfl  Judah  into  the  Assyrian  YideChm. 
thraldom,  the  final  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  together  with  J ^^  m 
the  dispersion  of  the  Jewish  nation  over  the  world,  and  itsopdme. 
sad  qpnsequences)  we  may  (not  hardly)  observe  particulars^ 
more  than  savouring  of  great  mercy  and  goodness. 

1.  That  ^  most  of  these  cases,  in  all  according  to  some 
account)  God  was  not  moved  to  the  displeasure  productive 
of  those  effects  but  upon  very  great  considerations.  That 
he  did  not  seek  advantages,  nor  embrace  all  occanmis ; 
but  was  incensed  by  superlative  degrees  of  iniquity  and 
impurity,  (such  in  their  own  nature,  and  much  aggra- 
vated by  their  circumstances,)  such  as  rendered  common 
life  inconvenient  and  insupportable  to  men;  made  the 
earth  to  stink  with  their  fildi  and  corruption ;  to  groan 
under  the  burden  and  wei^t  of  them ;  to  pant  and  la- 
bour for  a  riddance  from  them. 

*>  Vinrm  ftXm»^fanrim  4  rtfm^m'  8rm  ykf  lyii  W^i^tfm  iM^utju*  Wf  6ii». 
iVos.  OnitSa 

*  Tone  muime  ett  o|ptimiw,  earn  ta>i  aon  bomw ;  lieat  mI  tibi  ttitm  qnaiiw 
io  BOB  pntai  optimiu  ut  BtOia,  Ac    TaiuB.  im  Man,  &  f  • 

X2 
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^  SERM.  2.  T'bat  God  dU  not  upon  the  first  gHmps^  of  provo* 
5^53^'cadon  proceed  to  the  execution  and  discharge  of  hit 
wrath^  but  did  with  wonderful  patience  expect  a  change 
IfiL  xzz.  in  thet  offenders,  waUing  to  be  gracious^  as  the  Prophet 
speaketh ;  afibrding  mare  than  competent  time,  and  means 
pore  than  sufficient  of  appeasing  him  by  rqientanoe;  vouch- 
safing  frequent  admonitions,  cfolicitations,  threa^iungs,  mode- 
rate corrections,  and  other  such  proper  methods  conducing 
to  their  amendment  and  to  t|ieir  preservation. 

3.  That  the  inflictions  themselves,  how  grievous  so- 
ever in  i^ppeapince,  were  not. really  extrjeme  in  measure; 
DOt  accompani^  witli  so  acute  torments,  nor  with  sp  lin-> 
gering  pains,  nor  with  so  utter  a  ruin,  as  might  have  been 
inflicted;  but  that  (as  Ezra,  in 'respect  to  one  of  those 
JEs.  ix.  13.  cases,  confessetb)  they  were  Use  Hum  their  iniquMee  de* 
Ps.  luTiiL  zeroed.  That,  as  it  is  in  th^  Psalm,  He  did  not  sHr  up  aU 
his  wrath ;  which  would  h^ve  immediately  consumed  them| 
or  infinitely  torm^mted  them. 

4*  That  (ponsequently  upon  some  of  those  premises) 

the  afflictip|]^  l)rpught  upon  them  w^re  in  a  sort  rather 

necessfiry  than  voluntary  in  respect  of  him ;  rather  4  na- 

ttiral  ifuit  of  th^  disppstions  and  dealings,  than  a  free 

Exek.  zriii.  result  of  his  will ;  however  contrary  to  his  primary  inten- 

xxxiii.  II.  ^^'^W  and  desires.    Whence  he  no  less  truly  than  earnestly 

Laai.  io.    discliHnis  having  any  pleasure  in  their  death,  that  he  af- 

H<M.xiii.9jK^€i  ynlUfn^y  or  grieved  fie  children  ^  nien;   imd 

eh^ges  their  disasters  upon  themselves,  as  the  sole  causes; 

of  th^m, 

£«  That  farther,  the  chastisements  inflicted  were  whole- 
ispme  und  prafiti^hle,  both  in  their  own  nature,  and  ae- 
fxnding  to  his  design  ^ ;  both  in  respect  to  the  generality  of 
men,  (who  by  them  were  warned,  ^nd  by  such  examples 
deterred  from  incurring  the  like  mischieft;  were  kept 
from  the  incoavenienoes,  secured  from  the  temptatbns^ 
the  violences,  the  allurements,  the  contagions  of  the  pre- 

*  Chryi.  *Ari^  f  . 
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flieiit  evil  state  (  accoediDg  to  that  reason  alleged  for  pilnish*  $£RM. 
ments  of  this  kind :  All  the  people  shaU  hear^  andjiar^  and  LXVIIL 
do  rio  more  presumptuously^)  and  in  regard  to  the  sufferers  j^^j^j^^y^ 
thems^Wes,  who  thereby  were  prevented  from  proceeding's, 
farther  in  their  wicked  coinrses*;  accumulating  (or  treasure 
ing  upi  as  the  Apostle  speaketh)  farther  degrees  of  wrcdlh  Robu  fi.  I« 
as  obdurate  and  fnconigible  people  will  surely  do ;  (Why^  in.  i.  5. 
saith  the  Prophet,  should  ye  be  strieken  anymore  f  (to  what  "^  *^ 
purpose  is  moderate  correction  ?)  Ye  wiB  revolt  more  and 
more.)    Tliat  he  did  with  a  kind  of  violence  to  bis  own  in- 
clinations, and  reluctancy,  inflict  punishments  on  them.     0  Hoa  zL  8. 
I^raim,  how  shaU  I  give  ihee  upj  OEphraimf  Tea  farther: 

6.  That,  during  their  suflerance,  Grod  did  bear  compa»i 

sion  toward  them  who  underwent  it     His  bowelsy  as  we  ica.  ixiiL 
are  told,  sounded  and  were  irouMed;  his  heart  was  turned^  '^  .  ^ 

'  Hob.  zi.  a, 

within  him  ;  his  repenOngs  were  kindled  together  ;  in  aRJet,  ixsu 
Iheir  afflictions  himself  was  qffRcted ;  he  remembered,'  a^wf  ^^  ^  ^ 
considered  they  were  but  dust ;  that  they  were  but  fleshy  viu.  si. 
(that  they  were  but  of  a  weak  and  firwl  temper ;  that  they  f4ji!jf5: 
were  naturally  prone  to  corruption  and  evil,)  and  did  there- 39. 
fore  pity  their  infirmity  and  their  misery. 

7.  That  God  in  his  wrath  remembered  mercy,  (as  the  Hab.  it!,  t. 
prophet  Habakkuk   speaks,)   mixing  gracious  intentions- 

of  future  refreshment  and  reparation   with  the  pi^esentQ«Q,^s, 
executions  of  justice.      /   know,    saith    he  in  tike  proL^ni-^i; 
phet  Jeremiah,   the  thoughts  that  I  think  toward  yow »  u.  xxxili, 
thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of  evU,  to  groe  you  an  ewpeded^- 
end.    Beholdy  I  will  bring  heaUh  and  cure,  I  will  cure 
them,  and  will  reveal  unto  them  abundance  of  peace  and  y 

truth.     And,  For  a  small  moment,  suth  he  again  ini8B.]iv.  7, 
Isaiah,   have   I  Jbrsaken  thee:    but  with  great  mercies 
will  I  gather  thee.      And,    Ye  shaU  be  comforted  «w-E2^k.xiv. 
ceming  the  evil  that  I  have'  brought  upon  JerusalemF^ftjts. 
Bxxd,ye  shall  know  thai  I  have  notdone  without  cause  all  that 
I  have  done  in  it,  saith  the  Lord ;  (he  saith  so  in  £zekiel;) 


h^fttw    Chr$9.  torn.  vUi.  p.  99. 

x3 


310  O/Ae^  Goodness  of  God. 

S£RM.  wUhoid  causCy  that  is,  without  a  beneficial  deusn  towufl 
LXVm.  them, 

8.  Lastly,  That  he  always  agoified  a  readiness  to  tuna 
from  his  anger,  and  to  forgive  them ;  and  upon  very  equal 
and  easy  terms  to  be  fully  reconciled  to  them ;  according 

Fk€iii9.  to.that  in  the  Psahn,  He  do^k  not  aiways  ehide^  neither 
wiU  he  keep  his  ongerjbr  ever ;  but  upon  any  reasonable 
overtures  of  humiliation,  confession,  and  conversion  to 
him,  was  ready  to  abate,  yea,  to  remove  the  effects  tif  his 

Pad.  lids,  displeasure :  Thou  wast  a  God  ihai^gavesi  ihetn^  thxmgh 
ihou  tookest  vengeance  ^  their  invenHons. 

These  particulars,  if  we  attentively  survey  those  dread- 
ful {examples  of  divine  severity  foremendoned,  (the  great- 
est which  history  acquaints  us  with,  or  which  have  been 
shewed  on  this  theatre  of  human  affiurs,)  we  may  observe 
most  of  them  in  all,  all  of  them  in  some,  either  plainly 
expressed,  or  sufficiently  insinuated  by  the  drcumstancea 
observable  in  the  historical  narrations  concerning  them; 
so  that  even  the  harshest  instances  of  God'*s  wrathful  deal- 
ing with  some  men,  may  well  serve  to  the  illustration  of 
his  mercy  and  goodness  toward  all  men;  may  evince  it 
true^  what  our  Lord  affirms,  that  God  is  XS'^^  ^  ^XF^ 

lxSBti^LS$^gitou€  xai  «W9^(,  kind  and  beneficent  even  to  the  most  in» 
gratffid  and  unworthtf  persons.  To  make  which  obs^- 
vation  good,  and  consequently  to  assert  the  verity  of  our 
text  (that  God  is  good  unto  aO^  and  mercifiU  over  aU  his 
vorks)  against  the  most  plausible  exceptions,  I  shall  exa* 
mine  the  particulars  in  the  following  discourse. 
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OF  THE  GOODNESS  OF  GOD. 


Psalm  cxlv.  9-     - 

The  Lord  is  good  to  att^and  hii  tender  mercies  are  ef^et 
att  his  works. 

JL  8HAI.L  now  more  particularly  consider  the  aeTeral  in*  SERM* 
stances  before  mentioned.  LXIX. 

I.  The  punishment  inflicted  on  mankiiid  for  the  first 
transgresfflon  containeth  in  it  much  of  depth  and  mystery, 
surpassing  perhaps  all  capacity  of  man  to  reach  i  its  full 
comprehenuon  being  by  diVine  wisdom,  I  conceive,  pur- 
posely concealed  from  us ;  so  that  I  cannot  pretend  tho- 
roughly to  explain  it,  and  shall  not  therefore  tspcslf,  much 
about  it 

Thb  indeed  is  clear,  that  God  did  in  his  proceedings, 
occasioned  thereby,  intend  remarkably  to  evidenca  his  griev-^ 
ous  resentment  and  indignation  against  wilful  disobedience; 
yet  in  the  management  thereof  we  may  observe,  that, 

1.  After  that  provocation  (in  itself  so  high,  and  liable  to 
10  great  aggravations)  •  God  did  express  his  resentment  in 
to  calm  and  gentle  a  manner,  that  Adam,  though  abashed 
upon  the  conscience  of  his  fault,  was  not  yet  by  the  vehe- 
mency  of  the  reproof  utterly  dismayed  or  dejected. 
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SERM.      S.  God  used  great  moderation  in  the  infliction  of  thid 
^X^^'  pumshment ;  mitig^ng  the^xtremity  of  the  sentence. jiut- 

6cn,  it  7.  Ij  decreed  and  plainly  declared  to  Adam,  (that,  in  case  c^ 
his  offending  against  the  law  prescribed  him,  he  should  im- 
mediately die,)  for  notwithstanding  his  forfeiture  that  very 
day  of  life,  God  reprieved  him,  and  allowed  him  a  long  life, 
almost  of  a  thousand  years,  after. 

3.  Grod  did  not  quite  reject  man  thereupon,  nor  did 
withdraw  his  fatherly  care  and  providence  from  him,  but 
openly  continued  them ;  insomuch,  that  iounediately  after 
the  curse  pronounced  upon  our  first  parents,  the  next  pas- 

G«i,iiL2l.  sage  we  meet  with  is,  that  unlo  Adam  and  his  wife  did  the 
Lord  make  coats,  and  clothed  them. 

4.  Although  indeed  man  was  by  his  fault  a  great  loser, 
and  became  dejHived  of  high  advantages,  yet  the  mercy  of 
God  did  leave  him  in  no  very  dqplorable  estate,  amply 
considered,  as  to  his  life  here ;  the  relics  of  his  first  estate, 
and  the  benefits  continued  to  him,  being  very  considerable; 
so  that  we,  the  inheritors  of  that  great  disaster,  do  eommon- 
ly  find  the  enjoyment  of  life,  with  the  convmienoes  attend- 
ing it,  to  be  sweet  and  desirable. 

5.  The  event  manifests,  that  while  €rod  in  appearance 
so  severely  punished  mankind,  he  did  in  his  mind  reservB 
thoughts  of  highest  kindness  toward  us;  even  then  de- 
agning  not  only  to  restore  us  ta  our  farmer  degree,  but  to 
raise  us  to  a  capacity  of  obtaining  a  far  more  high  pitch  of 
happiness.  While  he  excluded  us  from  a  terrestrial  para- 
dise here,  he  provided  a  far  better  celestial  one,  into  which, 
if  we  please,  by  obedience  to  his  holy  laws,  we  may  certain- 
ly enter.  So  that  in  this  of  all  most  heavy  instance  of  ven- 
geance, God^s  exceeding  goodness  and  clemency  do  upon 
several  considerations  most  clearly  shine. 

II.  The  calamity,  which  by  the  general  deluge  did 
overflow  the  world-,  was  not  (we  may  consider)  brought 
upon  men  but  in  regard  to  the  most  enormous  oflences 
long  continued  in,  and  after  amendment  was  become  des- 
perate;  not  till  after  much  forbearance,  and  till  men  were 
grown  to  a  superlative  pitch  of  wickedness,  fay  aa  fit  i 
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(by  DO  fneodly  warnuig,  no  sharp  veprdiennon,  no  mo-  SERM. 
derate  chastisement)  corrigible;   not  until  the  earth  was  ^^^^ 
become  (especially  for  p^nsons  of  any  innooenee  or  inte» 
grity)  no  tolerable  habitation,  but  a  theatre  of  lamentable 
trageifiesy  a  seat  of  horrid  iniquity,  a  sink  of  loathsome  \ 
impurity.    So  that  in  reason  it  was  to  be  esteemed  rather 
a  &vour  to  mankind,  to  rescue  it  from  so  unhappy  a  state^ 
than  to  suffer  it  to  persist  therein.     To  snatch  men  away 
out  of  so  uncomfortable  a  place,  from  so  wretched  a  con- 
dition, was  a  merc^ ;  it  bad  been  a  judgment  to  have  left 
them  annoying,  rifling,  and  harassing;  biting,  tearing,  and 
deyouriog ;  yea,  defiling  and  d^Muiching  each  other ;  and  ^ 
soJhe^ng  upon  themselves  loads  of  guik,  •  and  deeper  ob*  • 
ligations  to  vengeance.     The  earthy  saith  the  text,  was  cor^^^  ^^ 
Tvpt  before  God ;  cmi  the  earth  was  JiUed  with  violence.    ' 
God  looked  upon  &e  earthy  and  behold  U  was  corrupt;  Jbr 
cUJlesh  had  corrupted  its  way  upon  tlie  earth ;  which  um. 
versal  ^tnd  eiUreme  c(»TuptioB  had  not  in  probability  qprung 
up  in  a  small  time ;  for, 

Ntmo  Kptnte  fbit  togpiwiiaiM, 
is  true  not  only  of  single  men,  but  of  communities ;  no 
people,   DO  age  doth  suddenly  degenerate  into  extreme 
degrees  of  wickedness ;    so  that  the  divine  patience  had 
long,  endured  and  attended  upon  men,  before  the  resolu- 
tion of  thus  punishing  them  was  taken  up ;   the  which 
also  was  not  at  first  peremptory  and  irreversible,  but  in 
God's  design  and  desire  it  was  revocable ;  for  the  world 
had  a  long  reprieve  after  the  sentftice  passed ;  execution 
was  deferred  till  Noah'^s  long  preaching  of  righteousness, 
and  denouncing  of  judgment  in  a  manner  so  notorious 
and  signal,  (not  by  verbal  declarations  only,  but  by  the 
visible  structure  of  the  ark,)  could  prevail  nothing  toward 
their  amendment,  but  was  either  distrusted  or  disregarded, 
and  perhaps  derided  by  them.     For,  as  St  Peter  tells  us, 
they  were  disobedient^  when  once  the  tong-suffervng  of  Godl  Pet  iiL 
Tvaiied  in  the  days  qf  Noahy  while  the  ark  was  preparing;  ^^^  ^  ^ 
that  is,  (as  is  collected  by  several  interpreters  from  the 
text  of  the  story,)  during  no  less  than  one  hundred  andoetun.3. 
twenty   years ;   a  competent  time  for  their  recollecting 
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^U3L  pffLicnt  the  ram  threatened  to  oame  upon  them.    Yel 

■otwithstaadiiig  that,  thb  obrtiiiate  and  inooni^ble  <fiso- 

bediciice  did  so  much  di^>lea8e  God,  as  that  in  oonsidem- 

€n.ma.  tkmtheteof  God  is  said  to  have  rfprfitoJlfto^A^  mode  inan 
(m  ihe  earik^tsA  to  have  been  thereby  grieved  at  the  heart: 
yet  did  he  so  temper  his  anger  as  not  utterly  to  destroy 
mankind,  but  provided  against  its  total  ruin,  by  preserv- 
ing one  fiunily  as  a  saninary  thereof;  preserving  the  father 
thereof  (questionless  by  a  special  grace)  from  the  spread* 
ing  contagion,  inspiring  him  with  faith,  and  qualifying  him 
for  the  fiftvour,  whidi  by  lum  he  designed  to  communicate 
unto  the  worid;  the  reparation  thereof,  and  restoring  tha 
.  generations  of  men.  So  that  also  through  this  passage  of 
providence,  how  dismal  and  dreadful  soever  at  first  sight, 
much  goodness  wiU  be  transparent  to  him  that  looks  upon 
it  attentively. 

III.  In  the  next  place,  as  to  that  exterminadon  and  ex- 
cision  of  the  Canaanites,  which  carries  so  horrible  an  iqp. 

LtvitxyBL  pearance  of  severity,  we  may  find  it  qualifiabie,  if  we  con« 
sider,  that  for  the  nature  of  the  trespasses,  whidi  procured 
it,  they  were  insuflerably  heinous  and  abominable :  most 
sottish,  barbarous,  and  base  superstitions,  (cruelty  and  ka» 
purity  being  essential  ingredients  into  thar  performances 
of  religion,  and  it  being  jnety  with  them  to  be  exceed- 
ingly wicked,)  and  in  their  other  practice  most  beastly 
lasdviousnesses,  most  bloody  violences,  oppressions,  and 
ra|»nes  generally  abounding.  So  that  for  those  men 
themselves,  who  were  by  turns,  as  it  happened,  the  au« 
thors  and  the  objects  of  these  dealings,  it  could  not  be 
desirable  to  continue  in  a  state  of  living  so  wretched  and 
uncomfortable.  Impunity  had  been  no  mercy  to  such 
people,  but  rather  a  cruelty ;  cutting  them  off  must  needs 
be  die  greatest  favour  they  were  capable  of,  it  bring  on! j 
removing  them  from  a  heU  here,  and  preventing  thw  de- 
serving  many  worse  hells  hereafter.  Even  to  themselvea 
it  was  a  favour,  and  a  greater  one  to  their  posterity, 
whom  they  might  have  brought  forth  to  succeed  into  their 
tiourses,  and  to  the  copsequences  of  them;  whom  thej 
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would  have  engaged  into  their  wicked  customs,  and  their  SERM. 
wofui  mischiefs.     They  were  not  so  destroyed  from  the  ^^*^^. 
land,  until  it  grew  uninhabitable  in  any  tolerable  manner, 
and  itself  could  not,  as  it  were,  endure  thein  any  longer, 
but  (as  the  text  doth  most  significantly  express  it)  did  spue  ^^  *^ 
ihem  oui;  being  like  a  stomach  surcharged  with  foul  or 
pmsonous  matter,  which  it  kiathes,   and  is  pained  with, 
and  therefore  naturally  labours  to  expel.     Nether  was 
this  sad  doom  executed  upon  them  till  after  four  huddred 
years  of  forbearance ;  for  even  in  Abraham^s  time  God 
took  notice  of  their  iniquity,  then  bom  and  growing; 
and  gave  account  of  his  suspending  their  punishment; 
hecausef  said  he,  the  ini^ify  of  the  Anwriies  was  not  yet^en-  >*• 
full,  (that  is,  was  not  yet  arrived  to  a  pitch  of  desperate 
obstinacy  and  incorrigibility:)  while  there  was  the  least 
glimpse  of  hope,  the  least  relics  of  any  reason,  any  regret, 
any  shame  in  them,  the  least  possibility  of  recovery,  God 
stopped  his  avenging  hand :  but  when  all  ground  of  hope 
was  removed,  the  whole  stock  of  natural  light  and  strength 
was  embezzled,  all  fear,  all  remorse,  all  modesty  were  quite 
banished  away,  all  means  of  cure  had  proved  ineffectuaiy 
the  gangrene  of  vice  had  seized  on  every  part,  iniquity  was 
grown  mature  and  mellow ;  then  was  the  stroke  of  justice 
indeed  not  more  seasonable  than  necessary ;  then  was  the 
fiital   sword  tbe  only  proper  remedy;  th^i  so  with  one 
stroke  to  cut  ofF  them,  and  their  ^s,  and  their  mischiefs^ 
and  their  miseries  together,  was  an  argument  no  less  stroi^ 
and  clear  of  Grod'^s  merciful  goodness,  than  of  his  just  ai^r 
toward  them. 

lY.  The  like  account  we  may  render  of  6od*s  judg- 
ments  upon  the  people  of  Israel.  If  we  consult  the  Pro- 
phets,  who  declare  the  state  of  things,  the  facts,  the  dis- 
positions, the  guilts,  that  brought  them  down  from  hea- 
ven, W9  shall  see,  that  they  came  upon  account  of  an  uni- 
Yersal  apostasy  from  both  the  faith  and  practice  of  true 
religion;  adeepcorrtipHmfUkeihatinthedaysqfGibeakyB^  al*- 
as  the  prophet  Hosea  speaketh)  in  mind  and  manners ;  an 
utter  perverting  of  all  truth  and  right;  an  obstinate  compli- 
ance with^  or  emulation  of^  the  most  abominable  practices 
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SERM.  Qf  the  heathen  nations  about  them;  an  univ^^t  aj^ostasy, 
'  I  afty>  from  God  and  all  goodness ;  a  thorough  prevalence 
of  all  iniquity.  Hear  the  Prophets  expressing  it,  and  de^ 
Jer.  ▼.  1.  scribing  them.  Jeremiah ;  R%m  ye  to  cmdjro  through  th^ 
streets  of  Jerusalem ;  see  now^  and  know^  and  seek  in  the 
broad  places  thereof,  if  ye  can  find  a  man,  if  there  be  any 
that  executeth  Judgment,  thai  seeJceth  the  truth,  and  I  wiU 
U^.  6.  pardon  a.  Isaiah;  The  earth  is  de/Oed  under  the  inhabit^ 
ants'  thereof;  because  they  have  transgressed  the  laws, 
tJianged  the  ordinances,  broken  the  everlasting  covenant : 
Ah  sinful  nation !  a  people  laden  with  iniquities,  a  seed  of 
evildoers;  children  that  are  compters!  They  have  Jor^ 
saken  the  Lord,  they  have  provided  the  Heiy  One  of  Israel 
unto  anger ;  they  are  gone  away  backward,  Src.  Thus  do 
these  and  other  Prophets  in  a  like  strain  describe  in  the 
gross  the  state  of  things  preceding  those  judgments.'    And 

Sz^  xziL  in  Ezekiel  (in  divers  places,  particularly  in  the  8tb,  but 
especially  in  the  SSd  chapter)  we  have  their  offences  in 
detail,  and  by  parts  (their  gross  impieties,  their  grievous 
cruelties,  extortions,  and  oppressions)  set  out  copiously, 
and  in  most  lively  cdours.  And  as  the  quality  of  their 
provocations  was  so  bad,  and  the  extension  of  them  so 
large,  so  was  their  condition  desperate;  there  were  no 
means  of  remedy  left,  no  hopes  of  amendment ;  so  was 
their  forehead  covered  with  impudence,  their  heart  hard- 
ened with  obstinacy,  their  minds  deeply  tinctured  with 

Jer.  ziiL  habitual  pravity  and  perverseness :  Can  the  EMopian 
change  his  skin,  or  the  leopard  his  spots  9  then  may  ye  also 
do  good,  that  are  accustomed  to  do  evU^  saith  Jeremiah  coni 
ceming  them.  All  methods  of  reclaiming  them  had 
proved  fruitless;  no  favourable  dealings,\no  gentle  ad* 
monition  or  kind  instruction  would  avail  any  thing ;  for 

T«.  xxvL  i|.  j3  of  them  the  prophet  Isaiah  saith,  Letjhvour  be  shewed 
to  the  wicked,  yet  will  he  not  learn  righteousness.  No  ad- 
vices, no  reproofs  (how  frequent,  how  vehement,  how 
urgent  soever)  had  any  effect  upon  them.  AknighCy 
God  declares  often,  that  he  had  spoken  unto  thert  rising 

Jer.  MT.  i.  up  early,  but  they  would  not  hear  nor  regard  his  speech ; 

^*j  a  ^   did  not  only  neglect,  and  refuse,  but  despise,  loathe f  in&ckf 
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and  rqmMi^  it,  {turning  their  back  upon  Mm,  pulling  SERNL 
awa^f  their  shoulder^  etiffeninff  their  neck,  and  stopping  their  L^^X. 
earif  that  they  should  not  hear ;)  that  he  had  spread  ou/Zeeikvii. 
1^  hands  all  the  day  long  to  a  rebellious  and  gainsaying]^^  j^ 
people ;  to  a  people  thai  (with  extreme  insolence  and  immo-  29,  so. 
deflty)  provoked  him  to  anger  continually  to  hisJaCe,    Nor  «  chroik*  '* 
oould  any  tenders  of  mercy  allure  or  move  them :  /  saidi^^^"^}^ 
(God  said  it  in  Jeremiah)  ftfter  alt  these  thing.  Turn  unto  ^  3.  iv.  1, 
me  ; .  hui  she  returned  not.    Amend  your  ways  and  your  J  J  ^^ 
doings,  and  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord  your  God,  and  the  is! 
Lord  mil  repent  him  of  the  evU  that  he  hath  pronounced 
against  you.    Reperd,  and  turn  yourselves  from  aUyour 
transgreseians,  so  iniquity  shaU  not  be  your  ruin ;  and  in- 

.  numerable  the  like  overtures  we  have  of  grace  and  mercy 
to  them;  all  which  they  proudly  and  perversely  rejected, 

.  persisting  in  their  wicked  courses ;  they  even  repelled  and  Jer.  xL  tl. 
silenced)  they  rudely  treated  and  persecuted  the  prophets  ^^  ^' 
sent  unto  them  with  messages  of  kind  warning  and  over- 37. 
tures  of  grace  ;  so  obstructing  all  access  of  mercy  to  them-    '     *^"*' 
selves;  They  say  to  the  seers.  See  not;  and  to  the  prophets,  ^«-  xu- 
Prophesy  not  unto  us  right  things :  so  Isaiah  reports  their 
proceeding.     Which  of  the  prophets  did  not  your  Jbtfiers  A.cujriL62. 
persecute  P  so  St  Stephen  expostulates  with  them.      Nei-  Isa.  i.  16, 
ther  were  gentler  chastisements  designed  for  their  correc-  ^^^y^^  ^ 
tion  and  cure  anywise  available ;  they  made  no  impression  ^^') .. 
on  them,  they  produced  up  change  in  them :  In  vain,  saith 
God,  /  have  smitten  your  children,  they  have  received  no 
correction.    And,   T%ou  hast  smitten  them,  but  they  have  Jer.  v.  3.    . 
not  grieved;  thou  hast  consumed  them,  but  ikey  have  re- 

Jueed  to  receive  correction;   they  have  made  their  Jaces 
harder  than  a  rock,  they  have  re/used  to  return.  And,  The  ^»  n.  ISL 
people  turneth  not  to  him  that  smiteth  them^  neither  do  they 
seek  the  Lord  of  Hosts.     Unto  this  xaroL^nfiJ^g  t/i  omtkuav^  Uom.  is. 
this  perfect  fitness,  (as  St.  Paul  speaketh,)  this  maturity  ^^* 
of  deqMsrale    and  irrecoverable  impiety,  had  that  people 
grown,  not  at  onee,  and  on  a  sudden,  but  by  continual 

-  steps  of  provocation,  through  a  long  course  of  time,  du- 
ring that  di\^ne  patience  sparing  them,  and  by  various 
expedients  striving  to  recQver  them.     This  cqnsiderati<m 
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SERM.  is  frequently  insisted  upon,  especially  in  the  propKet  Jen-* 
^^^^-  miah :  The  children  ^  Israel  aad  the  children  of  Judah 
JobxxzlL  have  onhf  done  evil  before  me  from  their  jfouih^    Since  the 
^^l%L  d^  that  your  fathers  came  forth  out  qf  the  land  of  Egypt 
7.  fmtoihis  day^IhaveevensenXwnJtoy(mdUmysffV€^ 

°*  "'    'prophetSy  daily  rising  up  early ^  a/nd  sending  them;  yet  they 
hearkened  not  unto  me^  &a      Well  then,  after  so  many 
hundred  years  of  abused  patience,  and  unsuccessful  labour 
to  reclaim  them,  it  was  needful  that  justice  should  have 
her  course  upon  them :  yet  how  then  did  Grod  inflict  it* 
¥rith  what  mildness  and  moderation,  with  what  pity  and 
]tirdi.ix. SI. relenting?  Nevertheless^  say  they  in  Nehemiah, ,/&r  thy 
great  mercies  sake  thou  didst  not  utterly  consume  them^  nor 
forsake  them ;  for  thou  art  a  gracious  and  merciful  God. 
En.  ix.  13.  And,  Thou  hast  punished  us  less  than  our  iniquiHes  de^ 
Uoi.  iz.  9.  servCy  doth  Ezra  confess.     /  iriS  not  execute  the  fierceness 
qf  my  anger ^  doth  God  himself  resolve  and  declare  in 
Hosea.     So  mild  he  was  as  to  the  measure»of  his  punislw 
ing ;  and  what  compassion  accompanied  it,  those  patheti* 
Hot  zi  8.  cal  expressions  declare :  My  heart  is  turned  wUhm  me,  niy 
so/  repentings  are  kindled  together.    Is  Ephraim  my  dear  sonf 

is  fie  apleasami  child  f  for  since  I  spake  against  Aim,  1  J0 
earnestly  remember  him  still :  therefore  my  bowels  are  trou^ 
1kulsSSl9.bledfbr  him.     In  all  their  afflictions  he  was  afflicted^  &c 
We  may  add,  that  notwithstanding  all  these  provocations 
of  his  wrath,  and  abusings  of  his  patience,  which  thus  ne- 
cessitated Grod  to  execute  his  vengeance ;  yet  even  during 
the  execution  thereof,  and  while  hb  hand  was  so  stretched 
fortli  against  them,  he  did  retain  thoughts  of  favour  and 
intentions  of  doing  good,  even  toward  this  so  ingrateful, 
JmUv.  T.  so  insensible,  so  incorrigible  a  people :  For  a  small  moment, 
siuth  God,  have  I  forsaken  thee  ;  but  with  great  merdee 
J«r.  xziz.  will  I  gather  thee :  I  know  the  thoughts  that  I  think  to^ 
i)  V*"^  aewrd  you,  saith  the  Lordy  thoughts  qf  peace,  and  not  ffevU, 
to  give  you  an  expected  end.    Now  these  things  being  se- 
riously laid  together,  have  we  not  occasion  and  ground  suf- 
ficient even  in  this  instance,  no  less  to  admire  and  adore  the 
wonderful  benignity,  mercy,  and  patience  of  God,  than  te 
dread  and  tremble  at  his  justice  ? 
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V.  As  ibr  the  last  8o  calamitous  and  piteous  destruc  SERM. 
tiofi  of  Jerusalem,  with  the  grievous  consequences  thereof,  l*^^ 
«s  we  might  apply  thereto  the  former  considerations,  so 
we  shall  only  observe  what  was  peculiar  in  that  case ;  that 
Gbd  di^iensed  such  means  to  prevent  it,  (to  remove  the 
meritCMious  causes  thereof,  obstinate  impenitehcy  and  in- 
credulity;  leasting  the  truth  by  him  sent  from  heaven 
with  so  dear  a  revelation  and  powerful  confirmation ;  de- 
spising the  Spirit  of  God,  and  die  dictates  of  their  own 
conscience ;  basely  misusing  divers  ways,  and  at  last  cru- 
elly munkring  the  Son  of  God ;)  such  means,  I  say,  Grod 
did  employ  for  the  removing  those  provocatives  of  venge- 
ance, which,  as  our  Lord  himself  siuth,  w^re  sufficient  if  ^ti,  ^ 
to  have  converted  Tyre  and  Sidon ;  yea,  to  have  preserved^'; 
Sodom  itself;  so  that  our  Saviour  could  with  a  compas- 
fflonate  grief  defdore  the  unsuccessfulness  of  his  tender  af« 
lection,  and  solicitous  care  for  their  welfare,  in  these  pas- 
sionate terms  :  How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  chiU  Matt  niu^ 
dren  a$  a  hen  gathers  her  chidcens  under  her  wing  fiut  ye    ' 
woM  not !  That  St.  John  the  Baptist^s  sharp  reproofs,  his 
powerful  exhortations,  his  downright  and  dear  forewarn- 
iagA  of  what  would  follow,  (Even  nowy  said  he,  the  axe  i»  Matt  SL 
hid  to  the  root  tf  the  tree,)  attended  with  so  remarkable  ^^ 
circumstances  of  his  person  and  his  carriage,  (which  in- 
duced all  the  world  about  him  to  regard  him  as  no  wdi- 
nary  man,  Imt  a  special  instrument  of  Grod  and  messenger 
from  heaven,)  did  yet  find  no  eflect  considerable:  the 
Pharisees  and  Lawyers,  those  corrupt  guides,  whose  au- 
thority managed  the  blind  multitude,  dtfeating  the  counsell^vkt  vn 
^GodtOTfford  ihenuelvesy  as  St.  Luke  speaketh,  (that  is,^' 
defeating  bis  gradous  purpose  of  reclaiming  them  from 
disobedience,  and  consequently  of  withholding  the  judg- 
ments  imminent,)  they  reviled  the  person  of  that  vener- 
able Prophet;  He  hatha  devil,  said  they:  they  slighted  Matt  zLi9> 
his  premonitions,  and  rejected  his  advices,  by  observing 
which,  those  dreadful  mischiefs,  which  fell  upon  their  re- 
bellious heads,  might  have  been  averted.    We  may  add, 
that  even   those  fearful  judgments  were  tempered  with 
mixtures  of  favourable 'design,  not  only  to  the  communis 
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SERM.  of  mankind,  (which,  by  so  remarkable  a  vengeance  upon 
*^^^^  the  persecutors  of  our  Lord  and  the  scomers  of  his  doo* 
trine,  was  converted  unto,  or  confirmed  in,  the  Christian 
faith,)  but  even  toward  that  people  whom  it  served  to 
convince  of  their  errors  and  crimes;  to  induce  them  to 
repentance,  to  provotce  them  unto  the  acknowledgment 
and  embracing  of  Grod^s  truth,  so  palpably  vindicated  by 
him.  So  that  I  might  here  apply  that  passage  of  St.  Paul, 
(if  not  directly  and  adequately  according  to  his  sense,  yet 

llfliD.xi.ll.  with  no  incongruous  allusion  at  least,)  \0at^  ti^  Humbled^ 
thai  ikey  should  foUf  (or,  was  there  no  other  de^^  of 
God*s  judgments  upon  them*  but  their  utter  ruin  r)  ^  yi* 

.  .  mro'  No  such  maUer ;  but  through  their  J aU  $aIvaiion 
came  to  the  Gentiles^  for  to  provoke  them  to  Jealousy  (or 
emulation.)  And,  in  effect,  as  our  Lord  in  the  midst  of 
his  sufferings  did  affectionately  pray  for  Ciod^s  mercy  upon 
them,  as  the  Apostles  did  offer  rectmciiiation  unto  them 
all  indifierently,  who  would  repent,  and  were  willing  to 
embrace  it ;  so  were  such  of  them  as  were  chsposed  to 
comply  with  those  invitations,  received  to  grace,  how 
deeply  soever  involved  in  the  continued  guilt  of  those 
enormous  persecutions,  injuries,  and  blasphemies ;  as  par- 
I  Tim.  ?•  ticularly  St.  Paul,  that  illustrious  example  of  Grod^s  pa- 
tience and  mercy  in  this  case.  So  that  neither  by  this  ij»- 
stanoe  is  any  attribute  of  God  more  signalized,  thm  bis 
tn^nsoendent  goodness,  in  like  manner  as  by  the  former 
instances,  and  in  analogy  to  them  by  all  others,  that  may^ 
be  assigned.  By  all  of  them  it  will  appear  that  God  is 
primarily  and  of  himself  disposed  to  do  all  fitting  and  pos- 
sible good  to  men,  not  to  inflict  evil  more  than  is  fit  and 

De  Refurr.  uecessaiy ;  that  Grod  is  indeed  optimus  ex  naiurce  proprie^ 

rami*,  c  fy^^  (most  good  according  to  property  of  nature^)  although 
Justus  ea  caiusa  necessitate^  {severe from  the  necessity  of  the. 
case,)  as  Tertullian  speaketh.  To  aiBict  men  (either  some 
men  singly,  or  whole  societies  of  men)  may  be  sometimea 
expedient  upon  several  accounts;  for  vindicating  the  es- 
teem, and  supporting  the  interest  of  goodness,  which  may 
by  impunity  be  disgraced,  endamaged,  endangered ;  for 
the  discrimination  of  good  and  evil  men,  in  an  observable 
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manner ;  for  the  encouragement  and  comfort  of  the  good,   SERM. 
the  reduction  and  amendment  of  the  bad;  for  preventing  the  ^^^ 
contagion,  and  stopping  the  progress  of  iniquity,  where- 
upon  greater  guilts  and  worse  mischiefs  would  ensue  S:  it 
may  be  as  necessary  as  sharp  physic  to  ciue  public  or  pri- 
vate distempers ;  as  an  instrument  of  rousing  us  out  of  our 
sinful  lethargies ;  as  that  which  may  cause  us  better  to  un- 
derstand ourselves,  and  more  to  remember  God;  as  a  ground 
of  fearing  Grod,  and  an  inducement  to  believe  his  providence. 
For  those  and  many  such  purposes,  to  bring  upon  men 
things  distasteful  to  sense  may  be  very  requisite ;  nor  doth 
the  doing  it  anywise  prejudice  the  truth  of  divine  goodness, 
but  rather  confirms  it,  commends  it,  and  advances  its  just 
esteem.     It  would  be  a  fond  indulgence,  not  a  wise  kind-  . 
ness ;  a  cruel,  rather  than  a  loving  pity,  to  deal  otherwise. 

'.    In  fine,  we  are  to  consider,  that  all  the  mischiefs  we  under- Wiid.  i.  it. 

j   go,  God  doth  not  so  much  bring  them  on  us,  as  we  do  pull^^V^ 
them  on  ourselves  K     They  are  ai&cugsra  ir^fiaro^  affected^  Hier.  Dt- 
or  self-chosen  mischiefs  ;  they  are  xax&  jSXarf/Aara  ^§oou^<nu^,^^^ 
bad  sprouts  of  our  free  choice^  as  a  Father  calls  them ;  they 
are,  as  another  Father  saith,  exitifita¥  xaxw  dxoveia  tx/ova,  the 
unwilling  offsprings  qf  wilful  evils ;  they  are  the  certain 
results  of  our  own  will,  or  the  natural  fruits  of  our  ac- 
tions; actions,  which  (however  God  desire,  advise,  com- 
mand, persuade,  entreat,  excite)  we  do  will,  we  are  re- 
solved to  perform.     We  in  a  manner^  as  Salvian  saith  i, 
do  Jorce  God  to  do  whatever  he  doeth  in  this  kind;  violently/ 
plucking  down  vengeance  on  our  own  heads ;  compelling 
the  kind  and  mertAful  Lord^  against  his  nature  and  willj  to 
{xfflict  us  ;  not  so  much  as  giving  him  leave  to  spare  us. 

God    vehemently   disclaims   himself  to   be  the  original  Muent  not 

dnecjumu 
tiI>eoen. 
■  BasiL  Orat.    Quod  Deus  non  est  causa  mail,  eleganter  et  pulchxe  de  hac  dimus. 
re.  ^^' 

r/pvf/«r.     Chryu  torn.  yiii.  p.  KXK 

^  Nof  vim  Dea  facimua  iniciiiitatibiii  nostrie ;  dim  noleptem  nlciacl  oogimus. 
Deua  enim  plus  et  miMcioon  eit,  et  qui  neminein  velit  perire,  vel  laden,  fte. 

Sah.  lib.  5.  et  8. 
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SERM.  caiise ;  to  design;  (according  t6  absolute  or  primary  in-* 
LXIX.  tention,)  to  desire,  to  delight  in  our  grief,  or  our  ruin.    Js 
£xck.  xviiL  /  Hve,  suith  the  Lord  J  (and  surely  when  Gtxi  swears,  we 
may  believe  that  he  is  very  serious,)  /  have  no  pleasure  in 
the  death  of  the  wicked^  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his 
i^cut.  incx.  Tca?/y  and  live,    I  caU  heaven  to  record  this  daip  ctgainst  you^ 
*^*  that  I  have  set  life  and  death  before  you :  therrfore  choose 

iModAiL  33.  life.    He  doth  not  afflict  willingly^  nor  grieve  the  children 
of  nien.     He  would  have  all  rnen  to  be  saved,  and  to  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.     He  would  not  have  any 
Wi,d.  L  12* perish^  but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance.    He  made 
not  death,  nor  hath  he  pleasure  in  the  destruction  of  the 
living.     God  then,  if  we  may  believe  him,  is  not  the  first 
author  of  our  calamities.     Who  then  ?   He  tells  us  him- 
Hot,  xiii.  9.  self:  O  Israel,  thou  hast  destroyed  thyself:  thou  hastJoBcfi 
Jcr  V  25   ^1/  tfiine  omi  iniquity.     Your  sins  have  wUhholden  good 
iKk  uiv.  6.  things  from  you.     Our  ifiiffuities,  like  the  wind,  have  taken 
AfatL  xiB.  US  away.     Hoxv  q/ien  would  I  have  gathered  jpu^  bid  ye 
would  not !    The  designs  and  the  endeavours  of  God  do 
tend  to  our  welfare  ,and  salvation ;  it  is  our  will  and  our 
WW.  i.  12.  actions  which  only  procure  our  ruin :  It  is  zee,  that,  as  the 
Wise  Man  saith,  seek  death  in  the  error  of  our  life,  and 
puU  upon  our  own  selves  destruction.     So  that,  to  conclude 
this  part  of  our  discourse,  even  those  passages  of  provi- 
dence, which  at  first  glimpse  appear  most  opposite  or  dis- 
advantageous to  the  goodness  of  God  \  (or  to  our  opinion 
and  belief  concerning  it,)  do,  being  well  sifted,  nowise 
prejudice  it,  but  rather  serVe  to  corroborate  and  magnify 
it. 

I  shall  only  farther  briefly  totich  (or  rather  but  mention) 
the  uses  and  eiFects,  to  the  producing  which,  the  considera- 
tion of  God's  goodness,  in  so  manifold  ways  declared,  should 
be  applied. 

1.  It  should  beget  in  us  hearty  love  and  reverence  to* 
ward  God,  in   regard  to   this  attribute  so  excellent  and 

^  St.  Chrysostoxn  in  divers  places  doth  insist  upon  tlie  goodness  of  God  in 
making  and  threatening  hell  itself. 

T^s  /»«r«>j/«f  tuK  IXmrrit,  h  tki  fiinr,s  iruh'n  hiMUfiv  rnvri  rhv  ik^^adirn^** 
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mmiable  in  itself,  so  beneficial  and  advantageous  to  us.   S£ttM. 
What  can  we  esteem,  what  can  we  love,  if  so  admirable  LXIX. 
goodness  doth  not  affect  us  P   How  prodigiously  ccid  and 
hard  is  that  heart,  which  cannot  be  warmed  and  softened 
into  affection  by  so  melting  a  consideration  ! 

2.  It  should  produce,  as  grateful  sense  in  our  hearts,  so 
real  endeavours  of  thankful  obedience  in  our  lives.      It 
should  make  us  walk  worthy  of  God,  to  all  weU-pIea^singy  0,1. 1 10. 
bringing  firth Jruit  in  every  good  work ;  taking  heed  of  do- 
ing as  did  Hezekiah,  of  whom  it  is  said,  that  he  rendered  2  ChiiaiL 
not  according  to  the  benefit  done  unto  him,  for  hUf  heart  was  *""' 
l^ied  up ;  therefore  was  wrath  upon  him ;  that  we  may  not 
have  that  expostulation  justly  applied  unto  us.  Do  ye  thus  l}eai»x%x& 
requite  the  Lord,  Ofiolish  people  and  unwise  f  ^ 

5.  It  should  engage  us  the  more  to  fear  Grod ;  comply- 
ing with  the  Prophet's  admonition.  Fear  the  Lord  aaid  his  Hos.  iiL  5. 
goodness:  considering  that  intimation  of  the  Psahnist,  There  PnL  exxx. 
isfirgiveness  mth.thee  thai  thou  mayest  he  feared  ;  observ-  ^'  • 

ing  that  advice  of  Samuel,  Ordy  fea^r  the  Lord  and  serve  1  Sam.  xiL 
himi ;  fir  consider  what  great  things  he  ftath  done  fir  you.    ' 
For  that  indeed  nothing  is  more  terrible  than  goodness 
slighted,  and  patience  abused. 

4.  It  should  humble,  ashame,  and  grieve  us,  for  having 
crossed  and  ofiended  such  exceeding  goodness  and  mercy. 
It  should  cause  us  greatly  to  detest  our  sins,  which  lie  un- 
der so  heinous  an  aggravation ;  to  be  deeply  displeased 
with  ourselves,  who  have  so  unworthily  committed  them. 

5.  It  should  therefore  render  us  wary  and  vi^ant 
against  the  commission  of  any  sin ;  that  is,  of  incurring 
the  guilt  of  so  enormous  ingratitude  and  baseness ;  making 
us  cautious  of  doing  like  those,  of  whom  it  is  confessed  in 
Nehemiah  ;  They  did  eat,  and  were  fiBed,  and  delighied^^^' 
themselves  in  thy  great  goodness:  nevertheless  they  were 
disobedieni,  and  rebelled  against  thee,  and  cast  thy  laws 
behind  their  back. 

6.  It  should  also  breed  and  nourish  in  us  fidth  and  hope 
in  God.  For  what  reason  can  we  have  to  distrust  of  so 
great  goodness ;  that  he  will  refuse  to  help  us  in  our  need ; 
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SERM.  that  he  will  fail  in  acoomplishment  of  his  promises;  that 

LXIX.  Y^^  ^jji  withhold  what  is  convenient  for  us?     It  should 

Vid.  Chrys.  preserve  us  from  despair.     What  temptation  can  we  have 

Tl  tSr&    ^^  despair  of  mercy,  if  we  hearfily  repent  of  our  misdoings, 

p.  63.  opti-and  sincerely  endeavour  to  please  him  ? 

Matt.  tH.  '      '^-  I^  should  upon  the  same  account  excite  us  to  a  free  and 

11-  constant  e^cercise  of  all  devotions.     For  why  should  we  be 

shy  or  fearful  of  entering  into  so  friendly  and  favourable 

a  presence  ?  why  should  we  be  backward  from  having  (upon 

any  occasion  or  need)  a  recourse  to  him,  who  is  so  wiUing,  so 

desirous,  so  ready  to  do  us  good  ?  what  should  hinder  us 

from  delighting  in  oblations  of  blessing  and  praise  unto  him  ? 

8.  It  ojught  to  render  us  submissive,  patient^  and  con- 
tented under  God^s  hand,  of  correction,  or  trial,  as  know* 
ing  that  it  cannot  be  without  very  just  cause,  that  such 
goodness  seemeth  displeased  with  us ;  that  we  are  the  chief 
causes  of  our  suffering,  or  our  want ;  so  that  we  can  have 

^-»«»  "*•  no  good  cause  to  repine,  or  complain ;  for,  Wherefore  doth 
tli£  living  man  complain  f  since  a  man  (suffers)  fw  the 

Jtr.  V.  25.  punishment  of  his  ems ;  since  it  is  otir  sins  thai  withhold 
good  things  from  us ;  since  also  we  considering  this  attri- 
bute may  be  assured,  that  all  God's  dispensations  do  aim 
and  tend  to  our  good. 

9.  It  should  also,  in  gratitude  toward  Grod,  and  imitation 
of  him,  engage  us  to  be  good,  kind,  and  bountiful,  placa- 
ble, and  apt  to  forgive ;  meek  and  gentle,  pitiful,  andaf- 

Lukevi.  fectionate  toward  our  brethren  ;  to  be  good  and  merciful,  as 
1  John  iiL  our  heavenly  Father  is  mercifid  and  benign  even  toward 
}?\  ...  the  wicked  and  ungrateful ;  to  be  kind  unto  one  anothert 
IS.  ^/idl  of  bawelsyjbrgiwig  one  anotlher,  as  God  for  Chris  fs 

kph.  iv.  3?:  ^^  hathjbrgiven  us. 

10.  Lastly,  we  ought  to  have  an  especial  care  of  per- 
verting this  excellent  truth  by  mistakes  and  vain  presurap. 

Jttdf  4.  tions ;  that  we  do  not  turn  the  grace  <fGod  into  wanton^ 
ness^  or  occasion  of  licentious  practice.  Because  God  is 
very  good  and  merciful,  we  must  not  conceive  him  to  be 
fond,  or  slack,  or  careless ;  that  he  is  apt  to  indulge^  us 
141  sin,  or  to  connive  at  our  presumptuous  transgression 
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of  his  laws.      No ;  ivtrou  rS)  &ya^fj,  ?  aya^iv,  15  fMOttvoni^ia^  (the    SERM. 
hatred  of  wickednest  is  consequent  upon  goodness  even  as   ^^*X. 
such,  as  Clemens  Alexandrinus  saith,)  God,  even  as  he  is 
good,  cannot  but  detest  that  which  is  opposite  and  preju- 
dicial to  goodness ;  he  cannot  but  maintain  the  honour  and 
interest  thereof;  he  cannot,  he  will  not  endure  us  to  dis^ 
honour  him,  to  wrong  our  neighbour,  to  spoil  ourselves. 
As  he  is  a  sure  friend  to  us  as  his  creatures,  so  he  is  an 
implacable  enemy  to  us  as  impenitent  rebels  and  apostates 
from  our  duty.     T%^  wicked,  and  him  that  loveth  violence,  Psal.  xL  5. 
his  sold  hateth.     As  he  is  infinitely  benign,  so  he  is  also 
perfectly  holy,  and  of  purer  eyes  than  to  beheld  iniquiiy.  Hab.  L  la. 
He  is  not  a  God  that  haih  pleasure  in  wickedness,  neither  PaaLT.i.^. 
shall  evil  dwell  with  him.     The  JboUsh  shall  not  stand  in 
his  sight;  he  hateth  all  workers  of  iniquity.     His  face  is  PnLxxxi?. 
against  them  that  do  evil.     Finally,  as  God  is  gracious  to 
all  such  as  are  capable  of  his  love,  and  qualified  for  his 
mercy ;  so  he  is  an  impartial  and  upright  Judge,  who  will 
deal  with  men  according  to  their  deserts,  according  lo  the 
tenor  of  his  laws  and  ordinances ;  according  to  his  immu- 
table decree  and  word :  so  that  as  we  have  great  reason  to 
trust  and  hope  in  him,  so  we  have  no  true  ground  to  pre- 
sume  upon  him,  vainly  to  trifle,  or  insolently  to  dally  with 
him. 

But  I  leave  this  point  to  be  farther  improved  by  your 
meditations. 

Grant,  we  beseech  thee.  Almighty  God,  thai  the  zeords 
which  we  have  heard  this  day  with  our  outward  ears,  may 
through  thy  grace  he  so  grafted  inwardly  in  our  hearts, 
that  they  may  bring  forth  in  us  the  fruit  of  good  living,  to 
the  honour  and  praise  of  thy  name,  through  Jesus  Chrisi 
&ur  Lord.     Amen. 


V  S 


SERMON  LXX. 


VO  RESPECT  OF  PERSONS  WITH  COD. 

RpM.  ii.  11. 
For  there  is  no  respect  of  persons  wrth  Ood. 

SERM.  I*^  >^  ^^  ordinary  conceit,  grounded  on  a  superficial  view 
LXX.    bf  things,  that  Almighty  God  dispenseth  his  gifts  with 
'  great  inequality,  and  deakth  very  partially  with  men ;  be- 
ing lavish  in  his  bounty  to  some,  but  sparing  therein  to 
cithers;  slack  and  indulgent  in  calling  some  to  account,  but 
rigorous  and  severe  in  judgment  toward  others. 

Which  imagination  often  hath  influence  upon  the  affec- 
tions and  the  actions  of  men ;  so  that  hence  some  men  do 
Pi«ljrxnL0. highly  presume,  others  are  much  discouraged:  some  are 
apt  to  boast  themselves  special  darlings  and  favourites  of 
Heaven;  others  are  tempted  to  complain  of  their  being 
quite  deserted,  or  neglected  thereby. 

But  whoever  more  car#fully  will  observe  things,  and 
weigh  them  with  good  consideration,. shall  find  tliis  to  be 
a  great  mistake ;  and  that  in  truth  Grod  distributeth  his 
favours  with  very  equal  measures :  he  poiseth  the  scales  of 
justice  with  a  most  even  hand ;  so  that  reasonably  no  man 
^•^  "*••*•  should  be  exalted,  no  man  should  be  dejected  in  mind, 
upon  account  of  any  considerable  difference  in  God'^s  regard 
towards  him,  and  other  persons ;  the  which  is  clearly  dii)- 
covered  by  God,  or  merely  dependeth  on  his  will  and  pro- 
vidence. 
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'         The  advantages,  whieh  one  man  hath  above  another,  SERM. 
\mxig  estimated  morally,  in  reference  lo  scdid  felicity  and    ^^X- 
content,  are  indeed  none ;  or  are  not  absolutely  made  by 
God,  but  framed  by  men  unto  themselves.     For, 

Grod  is  indifferently  affected  towards  persons  as  such, 
mikedly  and  privately  considered ;  or  as  divested  of  moral 
conditions,  qualifications,  and  actions :  he  in  his  dealing* 
whetha:  as  benefactor  or  judge,  purely  considereth  the 
reafion  and  exigency  of  things,  the  intrinttc  worth  of  per^ 
eons;  the  real  merits  of  each  cause ;  he  maketh  no  arbi- 
trary or  groundless  discriminations ;  he  neither  loveth  and 
iavoureth,  nor  loatheth  and  discountenanceth  any  person 
unaccountably  :  he  doth  utterly  discUum  partiality,  or  re- 
spect of  persons,  as  a  calumnious  aspersion  on  him,  and  a 
scandal  to  his  providence* 

Such  in  holy  Scriptures  he  representeth  himself,  upon 
various  occaaons;  declaring  his  perfect  impartiality,  and 
that  nothing  beeide  the  right  and  reason  of  cases  doth 
sway  with  him ;  all  other  conaderatipns  being  impertinent 
and  insignificant  to  him.     For  instance, 

It  is  declared,  that  he  hath  no  partial  respect  to  nations ;  (Rom.  ■. 
for  the  piety  of  Job,  an  Edomite ;  of  Melchisedeck,  a  Ca-  ^**  '"•  *^-> 
naanite ;  of  Jethro,  a  Midianite ;  were  very  pleasing  to  him : 
he  favourably  did  hear  the  prayers  and  accept  the  alms  of 
Cornelius  a  Roman   soldier;  whereupon  St.  Peter  made 
this  general  reflection  :  Of  a  truth  I  perceive  that  God  is  no  Am  x.  S4. 
respecter  of  persons ;  but  in  every  nation  lie  that  Jeareth  ^^* 
him^  and  worketh  righteousness^  is  accepted  with  him. 

He  is  declared  not  to  regard  the  external  profession  of 
true  religion,  but  real  practice  *  according  to  it :  He  ren^iGtl  v. «. 
derethf   saith    St.   Paul,   to  every  man  according  to  *wj^^v 
deeds — tribulaium  and  anguish  upon  every  soul  of  man  that  CoL  iii.  il. 
iheth  evil^  qftlie  Jew  Jirst^  and  also  of  the  Gentile ;   but^  ^  "lo.ll. 
glory ^  honour i  dnd  peace  to  every  man  that  toorketh  goody  («•  l«.  "»• 
to  the  Jew  first  and  also  to  the  Gentile :  Jbr,  addeth  the 
Apostle,  assigning  the  reason  of  this  proceeding,  there  is  no 
respect  of  persons  wUh  God, 

He  is  said  not  to  respect  Jhces,  or  any  exterior  appear- 
y  4  \ 
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SERM.  ^^^^^^9  however  specious  in  the  eye  of  the  world  (   ai> 

LXX.    cording  to  that  saying  of  God  to  Samuel,  at  the  choice  of 

~        T  David  before  his  brethren ;  Look  not  on  his  countenance,  or 

I  Sam*  zvi. 

7.  on  the  height  of  his  stature^  because  I  have  refused  him  : 

Jar  the  Lord  seeth  not  as  man  seeth ;  for  man  hdketh  on  the 
outward  appearance ;  but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heaft. 

It  is  expressed,  that  he  hath  no  respect  to  the  outward 

estate  or  worldly   rank  and   dignity  of  men;   but  that 

princes  and  peasants,  masters  and  servants,  the  honourable 

or  wealthy,  an4  the  mean  or  poor,  are  of  equal  considera- 

Job  xxiiv.  tion  with  him  ;  Hcy  saith  Job,  accepteth  not  the  persons  of 

Wiatt.  vL  f  ^princes f  nor  regardeth  the  rich  mare  than  the  poor ;  Jbr  they 

are  ail  the  work  of  his  hands ;    and   St.  Paul  biddeth 

Eph.  vL  9.  masters  to  deal  fairly  with  their  servants, /^nouuVig,  saith 

ts.  W.  1.    he,  that  your  Master  is  also  in  heaven  ;  neither  is  there 

respect  of  persons  with  him. 

We  are  taught,  that  he  doth  not  regard  even  the  most 
sacred  offices,  or  more  worthy  accomplishments  of  men,  in 
prejudice  to  the  verity  of  things,  or  equity  of  the  case ;  for 
hence  St.  Paul  maintaineth  his  resolute  behaviour  toward 
G«l.  iL  6.  those  great  pUlars  of  religion,  St.  Peter  and  St  James  i  Of 
those  who  seemeth  to  be  somewhat^  whatsoever  they  were,  it^ 
mdketh  no  matter  to  me :  God  accepteth  no  man's  person. 

It  is  frequently   inculcated,   that  he  hath   no    consi- 
deration of  any  gifts,  of  sacrifices,  of  services  presented  to 
him  with  sinister  intent,  to  compound  for  sin,  or  excuse 
from  duty,  to  pervert  justice,  or  palliate  wrong ;  according 
Deat.x.l7.to  that  [declaration  of  Moses,  The  Lord  your  God  is  God 
of  gods  and  Lord  of  lords^  a  great  God,  a  mighty^  and  a 
terrible,  which  regardeth  not  persons,  nor  taketh  reward  ; 
t  ChroD.    and  that]  charge  of  king  Jehoshaphat  to  his  judges,  Let 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you ;  take  heed,  and  do  it  ;Jbr 
there  is  no  iniquity  with  the  Lord  otir  God,  nor  respect  of 
EoduA      persons,  nor  taking  ^ gifts.     And,  Do  not  think,  saith^the 
^lsri.3.Ul.  Hebrew  wise  man,  to  corrupt  (him)  wiA  gifts ;  Jbr  such 
6.  izvi.  3.  he  wUl  not  receive ;  and  trust  not  to  unrighteous  sacri^ 
xxi.  27.    Jices ;  Jbr  the  Lord  is  Judge,  and  with  him  is  no  respect  of 

J«r.  vl  to.  Mic.  vi.  7,  8.  Hoi.  ti.  6.)  Rom.  iL  11. 
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In  fine,  it  is  often  generally  declared,  that  God  impar.  SERAf. 
tially  dispenseth  recompenses,  in  just  proportion,  accord-    LXX. 
ing  to  the  deeds  of  men :  He^  saith  St  Paul,  tfuU  doeth  C6L  ai  t&. 
tffrongj  shall  receive  for  the  wrong  which  he  hath  dane^  and 
there  is  no  respect  of  persons :  And  if^  sidth  St.  Peter,  'ye  j  PetL  17. 
call  upon  the  Father ^  who  without  respect  of  persons judgeth 
according  to  every  man's  work,  pass  the  time  of  your  so- 
journing here  in  fear. 

There  is  nothing  more  frequently  asserted,  or  more  se- 
riously urged  in  holy  Scripture,  than  this  point,  that  God 
will  judge  and  deal  with  men,  not  according  to  his  abso- 
lute,  antecedent  affections,  but  according  to  their  otam  wtyrks, 
or  the  tenor  of  their  practice,  duly  scanned  and  estimated 
by  the  rules  of  justice ;  so  that  the  really  better  man  will 
certainly  prove  the  happier,  and  the  worse  man  shall  be  the 
more  wretched :  He  wiU  reward  every  man,  saith  our  Lord,  M»tth.  xvL 
xanA  ni*  «'fa|/v  auroC,  according  to  his  practice :  Every  one,  ^^  .j^  ^ 
saith  St.  Paul,  shall  receive  the  things  done  in  his  body,  R«v*  n- 
v^  nA  Jfya,  suitably,  (in  just  proportion)  to  his  works  ;  and  2  Cm^^,  10. 
each  man  shall  receive  7iiO¥  (Mf^hv,  his  own  wages  according  *  Cor.  in.  & 
to  his  own  labour ;  and  then  praise  (or  a  due  taxation)  10. ' 
shall  be  to  every  man  from  God:  Behold,  saith  he  in  the™*''..* J- 
Revelation,  /  come  quickly,  and  my  reward  is  with  me^  to  1  Cor.  iv.  k 
recompense  each  man  w^  rh  avrov  tgyw  ttfrou^  as  his  work  shall  be.  ?f^'  *"* 

Wherefore  by  sacred  testimonies  it  is  abundantly  mani-'Ar«)tf»«i 
fest,  that  impartiality  is  a  divine  attribute  and  perfection  '***^^' 
of  God ;  the  which  (for  our  greater  satisfaction,  and  far- 
ther illustration  of  the  point)  may  be  also  evinced  by  divers 
arguments,  some  proving  that  it  must  be  so,  others  snew- 
ing  that  it  is  so ;  some  inferring  it  a  priori,  from  the  prime, 
most  avowed  attributes  of  God^s  nature,  and  from  his  re- 
lations to  men ;  others  arguing  it  a  posteriori,  from  prin- 
cipal instances  of  God''s  proceedings  and  providential  dis- 
pensations  toward  men. 

Of  the  first  sort  are  these  : 

1.    God  is  impartial,  because  he  is  perfectly  wise,    and 
thence  doth  truly  estimate  persons  and  things.  • 

Wisdom  doth  look  evenly,  with  a  free  and  pure  (an  in. 
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SERM.  different  and  uncorrupt)  eye  upon  all  things ;  apprehend* 
LXX.  ing  and  esteeming  each  as  it  is  in  itself;  making  no  di». 
tinction  where  it  findeth  none ;  not  preferring  one  thing 
before  another,  without  ground  of  difference  in  them.  It 
doth  not  fix  a  valuation  on  its  objects,  but  acknowledgeth 
it,  and  taketh  it  for  such  as  it  is  in  themselves. 

Wherefore  God  cannot  have  any  blind  affection  or  fond^ 
ness  toward  any  person  grounded  on  no  reason,  or  upon 
any  unaccountable  prejudice.  No  person  can  seem  amiable 
or  odious  to  him,  who  is  not  in  himself  truly  such. 

This  argument  is  often  used  in  Scripture ;  and  to  assure 
us  of  this  truth,  it  is  there  frequently  affirmed,  that  Grod 
doth  search  the  hearts,  doth  try  the  spirits,  doth  weigh  the 
1  Sam.  ii.    actions  of  men :   The  Lord^  said  Hannah,  is  a  Godqfknow^ 
Prov.  xvi.   l^<^^9  ^^  ^  **^  actions  are  weighed:  AU  the  ways  of 
'•  '  man,  saith  Solomon,  are  clean  in  his  own  eyes ;  but  the 

PmL  xi.  4.  I^ord  weigheth  the  spirits :  His  eyes,  saith  the  Psalmist, 
Jcr.  xi.  20.  beholdf  his  eyelids  try  the  children  of  men :  And,  O  Lord 
^x.  12.       of  hosts,  saith  Jeremiah,  that  Judgest  righteously,  that  triest 

Jet.  xxxii.  the  reins  and  the  heart Thine  eyes  are  open  upon  aU  the 

^^'  ways  of  the  sons  of  men,  to  give  every  one  according  to  his 

.Jcr.  xvii.  ways,  and  according  to  the^fi^iU  of  his  doings :  [/  the  Lord 
^^*  search  the  heart,  I  try  tlie  reins,  to  give  every  man  according 

to  his  ways,  and  according  to  the  fruit  of  his  doings.] 

2.  Grod  cannot  be  partial,  because  he  is  perfectly  righte- 
ous, just,  and  holy.  This  reason  adjoined  to  the  former 
doth  make  up  a  complete  demonstration :  for  partiality 
doth  proceed  either  from  blindness  of  mind,  or  from  per- 
vers^ness  of  will ;  he,  therefore,  who  hath  both  an  exact 
knowledge  of  things,  and  a  perfect  rectitude  of  will,  can 
nowise  be  partial ;  the  one  enabling  him  to  judge,  the  other 
disposing  him  to  affect  things  as  they  are  and  deserve ;  to 
esteem  and  love  tliat  which  is  indeed  worthy  and  lovely  ; 
to  despise  and  dislike  that  which  is  despicable  and  odious ; 
to  have  no  opinion  or  affection  toward  a  person,  abstracted 
from  all  qualifications ;  such  an  one  being  no  special  ob- 
ject of  a  wise  and  just  either  esteem  or  contempt,  love  or 
hatred. 
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Ai  these  causes  are  always  inseparably  connected,  (for   SERNf, 
"what  is  justness,  but  a  disposition  of  will  to  follow,  without    LXX. 
deflection,  the  dictates  of  wisdom  ?)  so  the  effect  must  ne- 
cessarily  follow;   according  to  nimiberless  testimonies  in 
Scripture,  importing  that  The  righteous  Lord  loveth  right-  PmJ.  ».  T. 
eousness;  but  the  zoicJced^  and  him  that  laveth  violence^  *'*xKiu!V 
«mZ  hateth :  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous —  xiv.  7. 
but  the  face  of  the  Lord  is  against  them  that  do  evil.  ^^xl&. 

3.  God  is  impartial,  because  he  is  infinitely  great  and  v-  ^ 
potent;  whence  all  creatures  are  m  the  same  degree  mfe- 15,16. 
nor,  at  the  same  distance  remote  from  him ;  all  are  equally 

at  his  discretion  and  disposal ;  he  hath  no  need  of  any  : 
what  therefore  should  incline  him  to  regard  one  before 
another,  excepting  only  goodness,  wherein  he  delighteth  ? 
So  the  Wise  Man  discourseth.  He  that  is  Lord  of  all  ^AaS  Wlid.  n,  7. 
Jisar  no  vna/n^s  person^  neither  shall  he  stand  in  aroe  of  any 
maais  greatness ;  Jbr  he  hath  made  tl^e  small  and  great, 
and  careOi  Jbr  aM  alike.  So  Moses  did  imply,  The  Ijyrd 
your  God  is  God  of  gods,  and  Lord  of  Lords,  a  great  God,  Dcut.  x.  17. 
a  mighty,  and  a  terrible,  which  regardeth  not  pers<ms. 

4.  Grod  is  impartial,  because  he  is  immensely  good  and  £xod.  xriv 
benign ;  both  inten^vely  in  the  degree,  and  extensively  as  jjj^b.  xiv 
to  the  objects  of  his  goodness;  so  that  he  favoureth  all  is. 
equally,  because  all  thoroughly,  so  far  as  may  well  be  ac-  5^\$^cm, 
cording  to  their  condition  and  capacity ;  whence  if  there  ^  ^xlv.  8. 
be  any  difference  or  defect,  the  ground  thereof  is  not  in 

his  nature  or  will,  but  in  the  different  qualifications  of 
creatures. 

There  is  a  double  goodness  or  love  of  God ;  one  abso- 
lute, preceding  all  regard  to  personal  qualities,  or  deeds ; 
the  other  conditionatc,  and  consequent  on  special  regards : 
in  both  these  God  is  impartial ;  for  the  first  is  general  and 
unconfined,  according  to  that  of  the  Psalmist,  The  Lord  is  Ps.  cvlv.  9, 
good  to  all,  and  his  mercies  are  over  all  his  Tcorks;  and  those  ^^' 
sayings  in  the  Gospel,  He  is  kind  unto  the  unthankful  a«Jl.ukevLS5. 
to  the  evil:  He  makeih  his  sun  to  rise  on  tlie  evil  and  on  Matt.  v.  45, 
tJie  good;  and  sendeih  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust. 
The  second  is  grounded  on  special  reasons  of  the  case,  and 


S8«  }^o  Respect  of  Persons  with  God. 

SERM.  adapted  to  the  rules  of  justice  demanding  it ;  according 
LXX.  whereto.  The  Lord  is  rich  (in  mercy)  toward  aU  that  cdU 
Rom.x.  12.  tJtpon  him.  He  wtUJulJU  the  desire  of  them  thatjear  him, 
^^\s^  ^^  P^^^^^^^  flff  them  that  love  him. 
cxlv.  19;  20.  In  the  first  there  is  no  difference ;  in  the  second  the  dit 
u^'.  1*8.  ^^'■^'^ce  is  made  by  ourselves,  being  founded  in  our  volun- 
tary demeanour. 

5.  God  is  impartial  toward  all  persons,  because  he  hath 
the  same  (natural  and  original)  relations  toward  all. 

1.  He  is  the  maker  and  father  of  all ;  according  to  that 
MaL  li  10.  of  the  prophet.  Have  we  not  all  one  father  t   Haih  Ttot  one 
fiph.  if.  6.  God  created  us  f  and  that  of  the  Apostle,  There  is  one  God 
and  Father  qfaUy  who  is  above  off,  avd  through  otf,  and  in 
you  all:  he  therefore  hath  the  same  parental  kindness  to- 
ward all,  the  same  tenderness  for  the  good  of  each  ;  he  is  not 
capable  of  that  imperfection,  which  is  observable  in  some  pop- 
rents,  to  be  fond  and  indulgent  to  some  children  above  others; 
Proy.  zxii.  but  in  his  affection  the  rich  and  poor,  as  the  Wise  Man 
^'  saith,  do  meet  together ;  the  Lord  is  the  mnker  of  them  all. 

Job  xxxiT.       Heilce  Job  did  collect  that  God  accepteih  not  the  persons 
i^*  of  princes,  nor  regardeth  the  rich  more  than  the  poor ;  for, 

saith  he,  they  are  all  the  work  of  his  hands. 
Job  xxxi.  Hence  the  same  holy  man  did  infer,  that  he  was  obliged 
13»  14, 15.  to  deal  fairly  with  his  own  servants,  for  that  God  in  judg« 
ment  would  consider  their  case  no  less  than  his,  upon  this 
Job  xzxL  account,  for,  Did  not  he  tliat  made  me  in  the  womb  make 
*^'  him  f  and  did  not  one  fashion  us  in  the  teomb  f 

Hence  the  Wise  Man,  who  imitated  Solomon,  did  argue 
Wisd.  vi.  7.  an  equality  of  gracious  providence  toward  all ;    He  haih 
made  the  small  and  the  great,  and  carethfbr  aU  alike. 

2.  God  is  the  common  Lord  of  all ;  and  therefore  is 
concerned  to  protect  all  with  the  like  care,  to  govern  all 
with  the  same  equity. 

Hence  St.  Paul  gathereth,  that  God  is  indifferently  will- 
ing ta  shew  mercy  and  dispense  blessings  to  all  people ; 
to  confer  the  means  of  salvation,  and  to  accept  pious  en- 
J.      ...      deavours,  without  distinction  of  Jew  or  Grentile ;  Is  he, 
29.  saith  he,  the  God  of  the  Jexcs  only  f    Is  he  not  also  of  the 
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Gentiles  f  And,  There  is  therefore  no  tUfference  between  the'  SERM", 
Jew  and  the  Greek  ;  Jbr  the  same  Lord  over  all  is  rich  unto    LXX. 


all  that  call  upon  him.  ^Ja^~^At. 

Hence  the  same  Apostle  doth  urge  masters  to  be  just 
and  kii^d  to  their  servants  ;  for  that  God,  as  the  common 
master,  hath  an  equal  respect  to  both  ;  knowing  that  your^^\^  yj. 
Master  also  is  in  heaven^  aiid  there  is  no  respect  qfperscms^' 
with  him, 

3.  God  is  the  Saviour  of  all;  desiring  and  designing  that  i  Tim.  ir. 
M  men  should  be  saved^  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the^^'  ^  *" 
truth;  being  wUling  that  no  man  should  perish^  but  that 2  Pet. ill 9. 
all  should  come  to  repentance. 

Wherefore  out  of  philanthropy  and  love  to  mankind,  he 
sent  his  Son  to  be  tfie  Saviour  of  the  world ;  to  give  him-  Tit  iL  11. 
self  a  ransom  Jbr  all  men^  to  ta^te  death  Jbr  every  man,      \^^^  *^' 

And  what  greater  instance  could  there  be  of  perfect  im-  Luke  ix. 
Pwtiahty?  j^kniiiiT. 

So  by  reasons  from  the  principal  attributes  and  relations  ^^  ^'^' 
of*God  his  impartiality  may  be  deduced:  the  same  also  19. 
may  be  declared  from  his  proceedings  and  dealings  with  Jr^/™:."'/* 
men.     For, 

1.  God  hath  proposed  to  all  men  indi£Ferently  the  same  Clem.  P«d« 
terms  and  conditions  of  obtaining  his  love  and  favour,  of  ^  ^ 
'  enjoying  his  bounty  and  mercy,  of  obtaining  rewards  and 
felicity  from  him. 

The  same  laws  and  rules  of  life  are  prescribed  to  all  per- 
sons, as  men,  and  as  Christians. 

The  natural  dictates  of  reason,  the  precepts  of  holy  Scrip- 
ture, the  great  moral  duties  of  religion,  by  observance  where- 
of God's  favour  is  retained,  and  salvation  assured,  are  of 
general  concern  and  common  obligation  to  all  without  ex-  ^ 
ception. 

God  hath  not  framed  one  Law,  or  one  Gospel,  for 
-princes  and  great  men,  another  for  peasants  and  mean  ar- 
tisans ;  he  hath  not  chalked  out  one  way  toward  heaven 
for  the  rich,  another  for  the  poor  to  walk  in;  b\it  all, 
htf[h  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  one  with  another ,  are  tied  to  P»L  ilkL  ' 
observe  the  precepts  of  piety,  of  charity,  of  justice,  of  " 
temperance,  sobriety  and  chastity,  of  modesty,  humility, 
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SERM.   and  patience ;  none,  great  or  small,  can  otherwise,  than  by 
^^^'    proceeding  in  the  common  road  of  virtuous  practice,  arrive 
Matth.  vU.  to  happiness.     He  tlmt  doeth  the  mill  of  my  Father  thai  is 
21-  in  heaven,  shaU  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Matth.  xix.  (f  tilou  wilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  commandments : 
llukTiat'  Enter  in  through  the  strait  gate :  Blessed  are  they  that  do 
24.  his  commandments,  iliat  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of 

1%,  '^if^  '    ^o  them,  who  by  patient  continuance  in  welldoing 

Rev.  xxiL  seek  glory  and  honour  and  immortality,  eternal  life  will  be 
Rom.  u.  7.  conferred :  these  are  the  grand  infallible  maxims,  the  fixed 
irreversible  decrees,  expressing  tlie  general  duty  and  doom 
of  mankind,  according  to  the  eternal  reason  of  things,  and 
the  declared  will  of  God  Almighty,  our  sovereign  governor 
and  judge. 
John  XV.         Whoever  it  is,  that  will  please  Grod,  that  will  have  bis 
^^  love,  that  will  be  happy  by  his  grace,  must  humbly  sub- 

mit to  God's  will,  must  faithfully  obey  God's  laws,  must 
carefully  walk  in  God's  way ;  from  this  course  there  can 
be  no  exemption,  no  dispensation,  no  special  privilege  for 
any  person  whatever. 

As  all  men  naturally,  by  indissoluble  bands  of  obliga* 
tion,  are  the  subjects  and  servants  of  God ;  so  God  indis- 
pensably and  inexcusably  doth  require  the  same  loyalty 
and  fidelity,  the  same  diligence,  the  same  reverence  from 
aU. 

Great  men  Sometimes  may  live,  as  if  they  conceited 
themselves  free  from  the  obligations  which  bind  other 
men  ;  as  if  they  had  not  souls  (as  we  poor  mortals  have) 
to  be  saved,  or  were  to  be  saved  in  some  other  way ;  as  if 
obedience  to  the  divine  laws  doth  not  touch  them,  but 
only  doth  belong  to  the  commonalty ;  as  if  they  had  spe- 
cial indulgence  to  live  in  pride,  luxury,  and  sloth,  might 
warrantably  practise  injustice,  oppression,  revenge;  might 
cum  privilegU)  be  lewd  and  lascivious,  withhold  their 
debts,  take  Grod's  name  in  vain,  neglect  devotion  and  the 
service  of  God :  but  in  thus  doing  they  much  abuse  them- 
selves  ;  for  they  no  less  than  otiiers  are  obnoxious  to  guilt 
and  to  punishment,  for  such  misdemeanors  against  the  di- 
vine laws.     In  truth,  if  there  be  any  difference  in  the  case. 


No  Respect  of  persons  with  God.  SSS 

it  is  only  this;   that  they,  in  all  equity,  ingenuity,  and  SERNf. 
gratitude,  are  obliged  to  a  more  strict,  more  f;^thful,  more    LXX. 
dilligent  observance  of  God's  laws ;  they  being  more  in- 
'debted  to  God  for  his  special  bounty  to  them  ;  they  hav- 
ing larger  talents  and  advantages  committed  to  their  trust, 
their  deportment  being  of  higher  consequence^  and  most 
influential  on  the  world,  they  being  liable  to  render  an 
account  according  to  that  just  rule,  Unto  whom  rntich  ishukeiii, 
given^  of  him  mtich  shall  be  required ;  whence  their  emi- 
nency  of  condition  doth  not  excuse  them  from  common 
duties,  but  doth  advance  their  obligation,  will  aggravate 
their  neglect,   will   inflame   their  reckoning,  will  plunge 
them  deeper  into  woful  punishment ;  according  to  that  of 
the  Wise  Man,  A  sharp jtuigment  shall  be  to  them  that  are^^'^^  ^» 
in  high  places  ;  Jbr  mercy  wiU  soon  pardon  the  meanest^ 
but, mighty  men  shaU  be  mightly  tormented. 

2,  All  persons  have  the  same  means,  the  same  aids,  the 
same  supports  aflbrded  to  them,  for  ability  to  perform 
their  duty,  and  attain  their  happiness. 

The  word  of  Grod,  as  the  light  of  heaven,  doth  indif- 
ferently shine  to  all  men,  for  instructing  their  minds,  for 
directing  their  practice,  for  guiding  their  feet  in  the  way 
^ peace. 

The  divine  grace  is  ever  at  hand,  ready  to  assist  all  those 
who  sincerely  and  seriously  do  apply  themselves  to  serve  God. 

Seasonable  comforts  are  never  wanting  to  support  those 
who  need  them,  and  who  in  their  distress  seek  them  from 
God,  who  hedkih  the  broken  in  heart,  and  bindeth  up  their  P*-  cxlvii,3. 
wounds  ;  so  that  when  the  poor  man  crieth,  the  Lord  Iieareth  p*  uxiv.e, 
him,  and  saveth  him  out  of  his  troubles. 

The  universal  good  Spirit  of  Grod  (the  fountain  of  light  1  ^'•'*  *^ 
and  wisdom,  of  spiritual  power  and  strength,  of  consolation 
and  joy)  is  communicated  according  to  the  needs  of  men, 
and  exigencies  of  occasion ;  preventing  them  by  direction 
to  the  right  way,  by  reclaiming  them  i'rom  ill  courses,  by 
exciting  in  them  good  thoughts  and  good  desires ;  quick- 
iming  their  good  resolutions,  and  assisting  in  the  pursuit  of 
them ;  enabling  them  to  resist  temptations,  and  to  combat 
9 
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SERM.  with  their  spiritual  adversaries :  to  such  best  purposes  the 
LXX.    holy  Spirit  is  given  to  all  in  needful  seasons  and  measures ; 
Luke  xL  13.  especially  to  those  who  do  earnestly  seek  it,  do  faithfully 
use  it^  do  treat  it  well. 

S.  God  hath  provided,  aod  doth  propose  to  all  men  the 
same  encouragements  for  obedience,  the  same  punishments 
for  transgression ;  the  which  being  the  same  in  kind  do 
only  differ  in  degree,  proportionably  to  the  good  deeds  or 
bad  demerits  of  persons. 

God  hath  appointed  one  heaven  for  all  pious  and  virtuous 

Col.  iii.  11.  persons,  of  what  nation,  of  what  rank,  of  wh^t  condition  so- 

1  Cor.  u.  9.  g^^j.  ^jjgy  ^j.g .  j^^  haXh  prepared  those  things^  which  eyehaih 

not  seen,  nor  ear  heardy  nor  heart  of  man  concAved^Jbr  aU 

%  Tim.  iv.  {haf  lo^g  f^iiffi^     For  ^i  that  have^t^A^  the  good Jight^  and 

kept  thejaithj  and  hve  his  appearance,  the  Lord,  the  righ^ 

teous  Judge,  hath  laid  up  a  crown  of  righteousness. 

Immortality  of  life,  an  unfading  crown  of  glory,  a  king- 

29.         '  dom  that  cannot  be  shaken,  unspeakable  joys,  endless  bliss, 

God  hath  covenanted  and  promised  to  ail  his  faithful  ser- 

vants;   to  all  who  in  his  way  please  to  accept  tmd  em- 

_        ..    brace  them ;  6  ysXuv,  He  that  willeth,  let  him  take  of  the 
Rev,  xxu.  ^  Tr*     ^     1  11  -111 

17.  water  of  hfe  Jreely;    and   what  greater  rewards  could 

there  be  assigned.^   What  room  is  there  for   partiality, 

where  all  are  capable  of  the  same  equally  great,  because 

Matt  viii  ^^  *^  manner  immense  feUcity  ?     Many,  saith  our  Saviour, 

11.  shaR  come  from  the  east,  a/nd  Jrom  the  west,  and  from  the 

29.  ^  ^"'*  north,  and  from  the  south,  and  shall  sit  down  wOh  Abra^ 

ham,  and  with  Isaac,  and  with  Jac6t>,  in  the  kingdom  of 

heaven. 

Lazarus,  the  poor  beggar,  shall  rest  with  the  illustrious 
Moses,  and  the  noble  Daniel,  with  David,  and  Hezekiah, 
and  Josiah,  and  all  pious  princes,  in  the  bosom  of  Abra- 
ham. The  poor  fishermen,  the  painful  tent4nakers,  the 
sorry  pubUcans,  shall  reign  together  with  Constantine^  and 
Theodosius,  and  all  those  good  princes,  who  have  faith* 
fully  served  Grod,  and  promoted  his  glory.  The  rich, 
1  Tim.  vi.  ^eii  using  their  wealth,  may  obtain  that  state,  treasuring 
Luke  xii.    Up  to  thcmsclves  a  ffoodjbundation  against  the  time  to  come^ 

33.xvi.  ». 
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Aai  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  lafe :  the  poor,  content-  SERM. 
edly  b^iring  their  condition,  have  a  good  tide  thereto,    ^^'^' 
expressed  in  those  words.  Blessed  be  ye  poor^Jbr  yours  s^Luke.  vL 
the  kingdom  of  God.  «^- 

On  the  other  hand,  the  same  dismal  pumshments  are 
threatened  to  all  presumptuous,  contumacious,  and  impe- 
nitent transgressors  of  God^s  law,  however  dignified  or  dis- 
tinguished;  be  they  princes  or  subjects,  noble  or  base, 
wealthy  or  indigent ;  the  same  unquenchable  fire,  the  same 
gnawing  worm,  the  same  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnash- 
ing of  teeth ;  the  same  utter  darkness ;  the  same  burning 
lake  of  brimstone;  the  same  extreme  disconsolate  anguish 
is  reserved  for  them  all :  Depart  from  me;  Go  ye  cursed^$it  yit 
into  everlasting fire^  will  be  the  doom  pronounced  on  eU^^'''.^^' 
ike  workers  of  iniquity ;  Indignation  and  wraih^  tribuk^tf. 
Hon  and  anguish^  zoiUbe  upon  every  soul  thai  doeth  evU.     ^"*  "*  ®' 

No  regard  will  be  had  to  the  quahty  of  men  in  this 
world ;  for  the  rich  man^  who  was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  Luke  ztL 
linen^  and  fared  sumptuously  every  day,  was  not  excused  j^,  ^.  ]. 
from  hell  and  torment :  there  is  a  Tophet  ordained  qf  old,  Luke  ri, 
evenjbr  kings ;  mighty  men  shall  be  mightily  tormented,  i/nz.  S3. 
if  they  have  mightily  sinned.  ^^^  ^  •• 

Even  present  encouragements  of  virtue  in  this  life,  the 
joys  and  comforts  of  God'^s  holy  Spirit,  the  sweet  elapses 
of  spiritual  consolation  in  devotion,  the  peace  of  God,  and 
dehcious  sense  of  his  love,  the  cheerful  satisfaction  of  a 
good  conscience,  the  joy  in  believing  God^s  truth,  and 
hoping  for  accomplishment  of  his  promises,  the  delight  in 
obeying  God^s  commandments,  the  blessing  of  God  upon 
good  undertakings^  and  happy  success  therein,  the  co- Ps.  xxz?ii. 
cperationqfaU  things  Jbr  good  to  thmn  who  love  God,  the  J^**^ 
supply  of  all  wants,  and  satisfaction  of  all  desires,  the  28. 
experimental  assurance  of  Grod's  constant  protection  and  j^  xKzvii. 
gracious  providence  over  those  who  fear  him  and  trust  in  *•  ™iv. 
him,  (according  to  numberless  declarations  and  promises 
in  holy  Scripture,)  are  indifierently  dispensed  to  all,  who 
shall  use  the  means  to  attain  them,  in  way  of  conscientious 
practice. 

VOL.  III.  •    z 
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SERM.      As  oorre^ndentlj  the  tempotal  difloouragements  fnxn 
LXX.   sin  (crasset,  disappointments,  vexations,  miseries)  are  mtb- 
^Tid^^r  o^^  exception  allotted  to  all  transgressors  of  God's  law,  ac- 
^°^  1^   cording  to  many  denunciations  therein. 
S^YiiL       4.  The  impartiality  of  God  doth  appear  firom  his  uni- 
««.  iviL  2a  viersal  providence,  carefully  watdiiiig  over  all  and  every 
person,  dispensing  good  tibings  to  eadi,  according  to  ins 
need,  without  distinction «.  '    ^ 

Is  any  man  in  extreme  want  ?  his  iibeml  hand  presently 
Pi.  cviL  9.  doth  reach  forth  a  supply ;  for,  He  saHsfieth  the  lomging 
Fi.Gil7.l0.«ou^  (md  ^fiBeth  the  hungry  soul  wi A  goodnees  ;  Heopen* 
eih  his  hand^  and  saiisfieA  ihe  desire  qf  every  Uving  Mng. 
Is  any  man  in  distress  ?  the  Lord  is  ready  to  dSkxrd  re- 
lief;    ^^y^iviing  to  that  repealed   burden  of  the    107th 
Pi.  cm.  6,  Psalm !  T%en  they  cry  unto  ihe  Lord  in  their  trouble^  and 
mir^o^  Atf  savMh  them  out  qf  their  distresses. 
cilfi.  7.         Is  any  man  engaged  in  sin  and  guilt  ?  He  is  patient  and 
dH^s.  *     loi^-suffering ;  not  pouring  forth  his  angor,    not  with- 
^vi^ 44.  holding  his  mercies ;  letting  his  sun  arise  and  his  showers 
*  descend  upon  the  most  unworthy  and  ungrateful :  this  he 
doth  so  generally,  that  commonly  by  iqpparent  events  it  is 
not  easily  discernible  to  whom  Gt)d  beareth  special  fa* 
£ecLiz.l>8.voiur;  accordiqg  to  tbftt  observation  of  the  Preacher,  No 
man  knoweth  either  love  or  haired  by  aU  that  is  befbre 
ihem  ;  cM  things  coming  aKke  to  oB.     How  then  can  any 
man  complain  of  partiality  in  him,  who  exerdseth  so  un- 
confined  bounty,  clemency,  and  patience  ? 
Pi.  cxlvi  9.     If  there  be  any  considerable  difference,   it  is  only  this, 
^^  !*•   that  God  hath  a  peculiar  care  of  the  poor^  the  afflicted, 
zxxiT.  18.  the  oppressed,  the  helpless  and  disconsolate,  who  do  most 
"*  "^'      need  (and  dience  are  most  induced  to  seek)  his  succour 
and  ocHnfbrt ;  being  also  commonly  better  qualified  to  re* 
ceive  than ;  as  is  frequently  declared  in  Scripture. 

It  is  true,  that  God  hath  his  {feuticular  friends,  his  fa- 
vourites, his  privados,  whom  he  doth  specially  r^ard  and 

*  Booui  omnip9tBD»  iu  cunt  univtenoi  tanqaam  siogulof ,  iu  itngiiioi  tan- 
quttn  aoloi.    Aitg.  Cot^. 


oonntenanGe )    tipoa  whom  be  cooferteth  ^XxMednuary  SBSM. 
boons  and  graces;  namdy,  thoBfe  vfao  ck>  love^  who  do   LXX. 
fear,  who  do  trust  if»,  whpdo  honour  HtXy  who  do  obey 
him ;  oraccraiiig  whom  it  is  said.  We  knau^  thai  all  Mng^Rcm,  tSL 
work  together  Jbr  good  to  them  that  hve  God:  and,  TkeLord  p..  e&it.so. 
premneih  all  Aofetkose  that  love  hkn:  Thete  ie  no  tooHt  to^^k^ 
them Oaife^r him:  Hew^^fid^tUdeA^of^mihaifeetr^^^^^ 
him;  he  also  t9iU  hear  their  cr^  and  wiU  save  them:  Thciaxii.  22. 
Lordredeemcth  Ae  $oul  of  hie  seroaniSy  emd  none  of  them 
that  tn$ei  in  him  ihaU  be  desdate :  T%em  that  honour  me,  /iSam.u.30. 
mUhonour:  The  Lord  laveth  Ae  righteous:  The  ej/ee  of  the  Ps.  cxlvi.  & 
Lord  are  upom  the  righteoue^  and  Me  ewre  areopen  tmto  their  ^"^^'  ^^* 
crjf:  Yearemgifiimdeyif jfe  do  whatsoever  I  command  you.  jomxj.i^ 

But  eTidently  diere  is  no  partiality  in  this ;  for  he  doth 
not  favour  them  irrespeetively  as  persons,  but  as  in  justice 
specially  qualified  for  &vour ;  friendship,  dutifufaiess,  rey^. 
enoe  toward  him,  being  the  highest  virtues,  and  arguing 
a  mind  endued  with  dispositions  (with  equity,  with  inge- 
nuity, with  gratitude,  with  sober  wisdom,  with  love  of 
truth  and  goodness)  which  demand  a  oorrespondenoe  of  love 
and  respect  from  Grod  himself.  And*  as  we  do  not  hold  a 
man  partial  who  beareth  a  special  affection  and  regard  to 
those,  who  express  good-will,  who  deal*  kindly  and  fairly 
with  them,  who  serve  them  faithfully,  and  pay  them  due 
reqpect ;  so  neither  is  God  partial,  if  he  doth  specially  bless 
good  men  upon  the  like  accounts. 

Especially  considering,  that  God  doth  not  so  favour  mere 
pretenders,  who  profess  t^  love  and  honour  him,  but  do  not 
love  true  goodness ;  fond,  superstitious,  hypocritical  peo- 
ple, who  callj  Lordy  Lordy  but  practise  iniquity ;  who  think  ]V(«|t,  m 
to  please  him  by  affected  services;  who  court  and  flatter ^^^ 
him  with  their  lips ;  who  would  bribe  him  with  their  gifts  Tit  i.  is.  * 
and  sacrifices.  S'^^il' 

6.  All  Christians,  without  distinction,  have  the  same  il.Miutxv.& 
lustrious  relations  and  honourable  privileges,  the  most  great 
and  glorious  that  can  be  imagined. 

Of  what  greater  honour  is  a  man  capable,  than  to  be 
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SERM.  adopted  into  the  blood  royal  of  heaven,  to  be  caUed  to  be 

LXX.    one  of  the  sons  of  Qod  ?  Ye  are  aU  the  sons  of  God  by 

(CoLiiLii.)*/^^  in  Chrisi  Jesus.    God  senijbrth  his  Son,  bom  of  a 

^"•^^2-«w«an,  thai  he  might  redeem  tfj^— and  that  we  might  re- 

29,  iv^  4, 6,  ceive  the  adoption  of  sons. 

Bmn.  ml      "^^  mm^v  Ayd^rtpr  Behold,  8aith   St  John,  what  hoe 
1  Johnifi-L  the  Father  hath  given  us,  that  toe  should  be  called  the  sons 
John  L  12.  ^  flW.     This  is  a  privilege  which  God  hath  pven,  which 
Gal.  It.      Christ  hath  purchased  for  us  all.     And  whosoever  received 
him,  he  gave  them  i^ouo/cw  ra^v,  (this  power,  this  privi- 
lege, this  advantage,)  th(xt  they  should  become  the  sons  of  God. 
To  what  higher  dignity  can  any  one  pretend,  than  to 
be  heir  of  a  kingdom,  by  the  most  infallible  assurance  that 
can  be ;  by  covenant,  by  promise  of  God  ?     Such  are  all 
Bom.TiiL  gjjoj  Christians,  God^s  children;  for  if  sons,  then  heirsy- 
QaL  vr.  7.  saith  the  Apostle,  heirs  of  God,  coheirs  with  Christ :  heirs 
HcL"liV.^^  God's  kingdom;  for,  Hearken,  my  beloved  brethren. 
Jam.  ii  5.  saith  St.  James ;  Hath  not  God  chosen  the  poor  of  this 
world,  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom,  which  he 
hath  promised  to  them  that  love  him  f 
Matt.  XX7.     Inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you. 
Luke  xiL        •^^''  ^*^^>  lUtlefock;  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure 
32*  to  gif)e  you  a  kingdom. 

Lake  xxiL      /  appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom,  as  my  Father  haih  op- 
pointed  unto  me. 

To  what  higher  pitch  can  the  most  ambitious  soul  aspire 
than  to  be  a  king? 

Such,  St.  John  saith,  that  our  Lord  hath  constituted  every 
BcT.  1.6)9.  good  Christian;  paHakers,  not  of  a  carnal,  an  earthly,  a  tern- 
S  0^  It.  P^^  kingdom,  (which  is  unstable,  is  subject  to  various  chan- 
18.  ces  and  crosses,  cannot  endure  long,  or  last  any  considerable 

sI^'l  u.  tux^O  ^^^  ^f  ^  spiritual,  a  celestial,  an  eternal  kingdom^ 
^^*f'^  which  cannot  be  shaken;  which  hath  continual  rest,  peace,  joy. 
Jtrdxtyrlf  ^^  ^^  ^7  ^^  coMed  unto  his  kingdom  and  glory, — 
12?^*^  ^  ^rofwZafci  into  the  kingdom  of  his  own  dear  Son. 
Cd.  i  18.  To  be  the  brethren  of  Christ ;  who  is  the  sovereign 
Lord  of  glory,  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  cf  lords. 
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Is  it  not  a  considerable  honour  to  be  the  friends  of  our  SERM. 
Lord  ?  So  is  every  poor  soul,  which  hath  the  conscience  to    1-XX. 


serve  him  faithfully ;  for  Ye  are  mt/friendsy  jff/e  do  tt^Ao^  johnzT. 
soever  I  command  you.  ^^ 

All  are  citizens^  free  denizens  of  the  heavenly  common- Phil,  ijita 
wealth ;  eufi^9n>Arou  rSiit  oy/wi"  ■     .  SfxILM. 

6.  All  men  are  liable  to  the  same  judgment,  at' the  same  Eph.  ii  im 
tribunal,  before  that  one  impartial,  inflexible  Judge,  ^I^o^Qqi^^ 
cannot  be  corrupted  with  gifts,  or  dazzled  with  shows,  or  ^0 
moved  by  any  sinister  regards. 

All  persons  must  stand  before  that  bar  upon  equal 
ground ;  without  any  advantage ;  according  to  that  repre- 
sentation of  St  John;  /  saw  the  deadj  small  and  great,  Appc.  xz. 
stand  be/bre  Godj  and  the  books  were  opened — and  the  dead    ' 
toere  judged  out  of  those  things  which  were  written  in  the 
books  according  to  their  works. 

The  greatest  monarchs,  the  mightiest  potaitates^  the 
most  redoubtable  warriors,  and  successful  conquerors,  (the 
men,  who  made  the  earth  to  tremHSf  that  did  shake  king'-  '<>  x^«  l% 
domSf)  that  made  the  world  as  a  wildemesSy  and  destroffed  , ' 
the  cities  ihereqf;  who  affected  to  ascend  into  heaven,  and^*  l%  ii> 
to  exalt  his  throne  above  the  stars  of  God,  to  aseend  above^^'    '^ 
the  heights  of  the  chuds,  andtobeUke  the  Most  High. 

There  shall  they  stand  bare  and  divested  of  all  their 
phantastry ;  their  splendid  pomp,  their  numerous  retinue, 
thdr  guards,  their  parasites. 

No  consideration  there  will  be  had  of  their  windy  titles, 
of  their  gay  attire,  and  glittering  pomp. 

No  respect  will  be  had  to  the  dread  of  their  name,  to  the 
fame  of  their  prowess ;  to  that  spurious  glory,  for  which 
they  unsettled  mankind,  and  overturned  the  world ;  their 
actions  will  be  strictly  scanned  according  to  the  rules  of 
God^s  law  and  common  equity. 

They  will  be  put  to  answer  for  all  the  violences  and  out- 
rages,  for  all  the  spoils  and  rapines,  for  all  the  blood  and 
slaughters,  far  all  the  ruins,  devastations,  and  desolations, 
their  cruel  ambition  hath  caused;  for  all  the  sins  they 
have  conunitted,  and  all  the  mischiefs  they  have  done. 
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SERlff.      They  ^o  now  have  so  many  flatterers  and  adkxrens,  will 
^^^   not  then  find  one  advocate  to  plead  for  them. 
ThuB  it  may  appear  diat  QoA  is  impartial. 
But  there  are  divers  obvious  exceptions  against  diis  doc- 
trii^.    As^ 

Obf.  1.  Is  it  not  apparent  diat  the  gifts  of  God  are  dis- 
tiibuted  with  gi«at  inequality  ? 

Doth  not  one  svm  in  wealth  and  pknty,  while  another 

coucbeth  under  the  burden  of  extreme  want  and  peimry  ? 

Are  not  some  perched  aloft  in  h^h  dignity,  while  others 

crawl  upon  the  ground,  and  grovel  in  de8|Hcable  meanness  ? 

Luke  zri«       Are  not  some  clothed  wiA  purpk  and  fme  linm^  and 

*         Jnm  delieum^ every  day;  while  others  scarce  finds  rags  to 

cover  them,  and  lie  at  (^  door  begging  for  relief? 

Do  not  some  thrive  and  prosper  in  their  affairs,  while 

others  are  disappointed  and  crossed  in  their  undertddngs? 

Was  it  not  truly  observed  oi  some  persons,  (and  those 

PsU.  xTii.  least  deserving  good  fortune,)  They  are  inclosed  in  ffteir 

Job  xxi.  t/  ^'^'Bm^ — Their  eyes  stand  out  voithjittness ;  they  have  more 

— xii. «.     than  heart  could  meht 

Hab.  Lis!      And  whence  dodi  this  difference  come,  but  from  God^s 

1  Cor.  It. 7. hand?  Who,  as  the  Apostle  adceth,  makethihee  to  d^r 

from  another,  but  God,  the  disqposer  of  all  things  ? 

To  this  exception  I  answer : 

Rom.  TiiL       1.  That  temporal  things  are  so  inconaiderable,  that  they 

Atyiitfuu   ^^^^  deserve  to  come  into  the  balance,  or  to  be  computed ; 

yif  Ut  t»   for  they  have  bot  tbe  same  proportion  to  spiritual  things, 

Kn!l^l7.  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^  eternity;  or  a  finite  to  an  infinite ;  which 

b  none  at  alL 

What  partiality  therefore  is  there,  if  God  in  mercy  and 

patience  bestow  on  bad  men  a  farthing  in  the  temporal  con- 

Luketi.Si.«)ialto#u  of  this  life,  (if  the  universal  Father  give  a  small 

Fik  ZT^  li.i'^^^  ^'^^  ^^  'i^  ^  untoward  children,)  while  be  reserv. 

eth  infinite  millions  for  his  obedient  children? 

2.  The  goods  of  fortune  commonly  are  dispensed  not 
by  a  special  hand  of  God,  but  according  to  the  general 
course  of  providence:  and  what  partiality  is  he  guilty  of 
who  scifttereth  money  into  a  crowd  of  poor  pec^le;  al« 


'  tkoagh  in  wenaaAAvag  seme  gtt  more  than  ofeher ;  and  o^n  SERSdL 
the  wont  (being  laost  bold  and  fierce)  do  get  most  ?  ^^X. 

31  indeed  the  reo^ving  tboee  gifts  is  no  sign  crf'God^s  " 
qpecial  regard ;  as  the  Preadier  well  observed;  iVb  man Eccki. is. 
hnofweth  either  hve  or  haired  by  dU  that  is  before  them.  ^*  ^* 
AUMngi  €€meeSketomH;  tiUreie  one  event  to  the  righted 
ous  and  to  Ac  wicked. 

4s.  God,  as  St  Austin  saith,  purposely  doth  eparinglj 
deal  these  things  to  good  men,  and  freely  bestoweth  them 
on  bad  men,  to  shew  how  httle  we  ought  to  value  them ; 
how  much  inferior  they  are  to  spiritual  goods.  For  surely 
he  would  give  the  best  things  to  has  friends,  and  the  worst 
to  his  enemies. 

5.  Even  temporal  ^fts  are  dispensed  with  a  very:  ^en 
hand ;  for  if,  barring  injudidbus  fancy  and  vulgar  opinion, 
we  rightly  prize  things,  we  compare  the  conveniences  and 
inconveniences  of  each  state,  it  will  be  hard  to  juci^  nAkii 
hath  the  advantage. 

Wealth  hath  more  advantages  for  pleasure ;  but  it  hath 
also  more  cares,  more  fears,  more  crosses,  more  'dangers, 
more  troubles,  more  temptations. 

It  hath  more  plenty ;  but  withal  it  hath  less  safety,  less 
ease,  less  liberty,  less  quiet,  less  real  enjoyi&ent. 

Set  the  distraction  of  the  rich  man'^s  mind  against  the  toil 
of  the  pocHrest  manV  body ;  the  nauseous  surfeits  of  one 
against  the  griping  hunger  of  the  other.     . 

That  which  really  doth  constitute  a  state  happy,  content, 
may  be  common  to  both,  or  wanting  to  either,  as  the  per^ 
son  is  disposed. 

•  ft  The  goodsof  fortune  are  not  purely  gifts,  but  talents 
deposited  in  trust  for  6od*s  service,  for  which  a  proportion- 
able  return  is  expected ;  so  that  he  that  hath  less  of  them, 
hath  a  less  burden  to  bear,  and  an  easier  account  to  render. 

7.  Many  ^fts  are  not  dispensed  with  personal  regard, 
but  for  public  good ;  and  therefore  all  have  an  interest  in 
them. 

The  wealth,  the  power,  the  reputation,  the  prosperity 
of  a  prince,  of  a  nobleman,  of  a  gentleman,  are  not  his, 

z  4 
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SERM*  but  his  neighbour's ;  for  governingy  for  protasting,  for  en- 
LXX.    couraging,  for  assisting  whom,   they  are  conferred:   the 


world  not  being  able  to  subsist  in  order  and  peace  without 
subordinate  ranks,  and  without  answerable  means  to  miun- 
tain  them. 
Luke  i.  79.     Ob;.  2.  It  is  apparent,  that  God  dispenseth  his  grace, 
£ph.  ir.is!  ^^  ^^g^^  of  knowledge,  and  means  of  salvation,  very  un- 
t/'"*  il   ^4^^7^  ^™^  nations  living  in  the  clear  sunshine  of  the 
I  Pet.  ir.  S.  Crospel,  while  others  sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death  ; 
whole  nations  being  detained  in  barbarous  and  brutish  ig- 
norance.. 

To  answer  this  exception  fully  would  require  much  dis- 
coiu*se ;  it  being  a  dark  and  dii&cult  pdint :  but  briefly  we 
may  say, 

1.  That  Grod  dispenseth  measures  of  grace  according  to 
a  just,  yet  inscrutable  wisdom,  knowing  what  use  will  be 
made  thereof,  and  what  Jruit  men  will  bear.  It  may  there* 
fore  be  a  favour  not  to  dispense  light  to  them,  who  are  not 
prepared  to  embrace  and  improve  it  well. 

2.  No  man  can  tell  what  God  doth  in  preparation,  and 
what  obstructions  are  made  by  men  to  his  grace. 

3.  As  lower  means  of  grace  are  conferred,  so  proportion- 
ably  less  returns  are  expected. 

4.  How  hard  soever  it  may  be  to  descry  the  reason  of 
God's  proceedings  in  this  case,  yet  assuredly  it  is  just ;  and 
our  ignorance  of  it  should  not  prejudice  the  belief  of  those 
general  truths,  which  are  so  plainly  declared,  concerning  the 
universal  benignity  and  impartial  equity  of  God. 

Obf,  3.  Is  it  not  in  holy  Scripture  sometimes  asserted, 
that  God  doth  act  arbitrariously  and  absolutely :  dispens- 
ing his  bounty  and  mercy  without  regard  to  any  quality  in 
men,  or  deed  committed  by  them,  either  in  whole,  or  in 

Bom.  ix.    proportion Grod  saith,  /  wiU  have  mercy  on  whom  I  vnU 

Matt  XX.   '^^  iw^r^y— and,  Is  it  not  lawful  Jbr  me  to  do  what  I 
1^  win  with  mine  own  t 

Is  not  a  plain  instance  of  this  dealing  alleged  by  St. 
Rom.  iz.  Paul  concerning  Jacob  and  Esau,  that  befbre  the  children 
lU  i«,  13.  ^^g  bornj  or  had  done  either  good  or  evU,  God  said,  The 
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^der  shatt  serve  tiie younger  ;  and  in  regard  thereto,  in  the  SERM. 
Prophet,  Jacob  have  I  hved^  bui  Esau  have  1  hated  9  LXX. 

We  answer  briefly,  that 

Such  expressions  do  import,  not  that  God  acteth  ab- 
solutely in  the  thing  itself,  but  quoad  nos:  not  that  he 
acteth  without  reason,  but  upon  reasons  (transcending  our 
capacity,  or  our  means  to  know  it)  incomprehensible  or  un-Rom.  zL 
discernible  to  us;  not  that  he  can  give  no  account,  but  is^ 
not  obliged  to  render  any  to  us ;  that  the  methods  of  his 
providence  commonly  are  inscrutable  ;  that  his  proceed- 
ings are  not  subject  to  our  examination  and  censure ;  that 
his  acting  doth  sufficiently  authorise  and  justify  itself;  that 
it  is  high  presumption  and  arrogance  for  us  to  scan,  sift,  or  Rmn.  iz. 
contest,  or  cavil  at  the  equity  or  wisdom  of  Grod^s  acting.  *     ^* 

That  Grod  doth  not  act  according  to  necessity,  but  is  free 
in'dispensinghis  mercy,  and  applying  it  to  any  person,  so  that 
they  have  nothing  to  challenge  upon  account  of  their  own 
deserts  or  works ;  but  must  refer  all  to  his  mere  bounty. 

However,  there  can  be  nothing  in  these  mysteries  of  pre- 
destination  and  providence,  which  really  doth  subvert  an 
assertion  so  often  clearly  expressed,  and  so  well  grounded 
in  reason,  or  the  con^deration  of  God's  nature,  attributes, 
ordinary  way  of  acting,  &c. 

Whatei^r  expressions  are  repugnant  thereto  in  sound, 
whatever  instances  (depending  on  occult  causes)  in  appear- 
ance do  cross  it ;  it  yet  must  stand,  that  God  is  impar- 
tially merciful,  benign,  just,  &c. 

06/.  4.  Had  not  Jeremy,  St  John  Baptist,  St.  Paul,  (In.  xKx. 
absolute  favours  and  graces  conferred  on  them,  who  were  j^*|^^ 
sanctified^  and  separated  from  the  womb  to  be  prophets  I^uke  i.  IB, 
andaposdes?  Gd.Li5. 

Reap,  These  favours  were  in  design  not  so  much  parti-  Jez.  i.  lo. 
cular  and  personal,  as  general  and  public;  those  persons ^^'^j J 
being  raised  up  by  God  upon  occasions  as  needful  instru-^xri  !«♦ 
ments  {elect  vessels)  of  his  providence,  to  instruct  men,  and 
to  reduce  them  to  God  ;  so  that  God,  in  raising  up  such 
extraordinary  persons,  did  express  his  common  goodness 
to  mankind. 
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SERM.      The  like  may  be  said  of  that  special  favour,  which  was 
^XX>    vouchsafed  to  the  holy  Virgin,  who  was  xt^^it^ut/unff  and 
Xmf^m$xi^  blessed  among  womeuy  for  the  general  good  of  mankind 
*'!dr^%a.     ^^^  consideration  of  this  point  is  very  useful,  and  may 
dispose  us  to  many  sorts  of  good  practice. 

1.  No  num  should  presume  upon  God^s  dealing  with  him 
more  favourably  than  with  others,  aA  if  he  were  a  darlii^, 
or  favourite ;  that  God  will  indulge  him  in  the  commissiMi 
of  any  thing  prohibited,  or  in  omission  of  any  duty. 
^  No  man  should  indulge  himself  in  any  thing,  upon  a 

conceit,  that  God  will  indulge  him,  or  oversee  his  errars; 
and  that,  in  this  sense.  He  seeih  not  iniquity  in  Jacob. 

5.  No  man  should  be  puffed  up  with  conceit,  that  Grod 
hath  a  singular  regard  to  him.  For  all  such  conceits  are 
groundless  and  vain ;  in  them  men  do  miserably  delude 
themselves. 

1  Johniii.       No  man  can  otherwise  found  any  assurance  of  God^s 
^^'  **•      special  love  to  him,  than  upon  a  good  conscience;  testify- 
ing, that  he  doth  sincerely  love  God,  and  endeavour  faith- 
fully  to  obey  his  commandments. 

3.  No  man  should  despair  of  God^s  favour;  seeing  (jod 
^      hath  no  particular  aversation  from  any ;  but  every  person 

hath  the  same  grounds  of  hope. 

If  we  can  buckle  our  hearts  to  observe  our.  duty,  we 
may  be  sure  to  be  accepted. 
Gen.  iv.  7.      If  thou  doest  weU  shall  thou  not  be  accepted  f 

4.  No  man  should  be  discouraged  for  his  condition,  or 
.  fortune;  since  in  allotting  it  to  him  God  had  no  disfavour, 

nor  did  intend  him  ill. 

God  hath  no  less  regard  to  him,  than  to  persons  of  the 
most  high,  wealthy,  prosperous  state. 

6,  No  man  should  repine,  murmur,  or  complain  of  God's 
dealing,  as  if  he  were  unkindly  used,  more  than  others:  for 
there  is  no  such  thing.     God  dealeth  alike  kindly 'with  all. 

6.  No  man,  upon  account  of  his  rank,  wealth,  or  world- 
ly advantages,  should  boast  or  pride  himself ;  seeing  thence 
he  partaketh  no  more  than  his  meanest  and  poorest  neigh- 
bour of  the  principal  advantage,  Grod'^s  favour. 
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?.  No  man,  upon  such  accounts,  should  despise  bis  SERM/ 
neighbour,  the  brother  of  low.  degree :  for  upon  these  ac-   LXX, 
counts  it  appeareth  that  the  Wise  Man  saith  truly,  thatjam.i.9.  ' 
He  U  void  ^  uiidom  who  despis^  hU  neighbour  ;  seeing '0«ww|^ 
no  man  can  be  despicable,  whom  Crod  regardeth;  seeing  xiy,  21. 
G^  as  Elihu  saith, tim^Ai[^,anJ(l^4pi^#^Afiol  any;  see-jobzzxvL 
ing  the  meanest  person  standeth  on  equal  terms  with  the^     ..  ^ 
greatest  in  the  eye  of  God. 

8.  Great  men  should  not  take  themselves  for  another  Qaonim&- 
sort  of  creatures,  or  another  race  of  men  than  their  poor^J^^JyJJ^.  "^ 
neighbours ;  that  the  world  is  theirs,  and  all  things  are  forvit.  Luc. 
them ;  that  they  may  do  what  they  please ;  that  they  are    '  ^ 
exempted  from  laws,  which  oblige  others;   for  in  moral 

and  spiritual  accounts  they  are  upon  a  level  with  others. 

They  are  but  fellow-subjects  and  fellow-servants  with 
others ;  all  accountable  to  the  same  Master. 

9.  Superiors  hence  should  be  moved  to  deal  fairly,  gently, 
and  courteously  with  inferiors ;  seeing  these  are  their  fel- 
low-servants, equally  considerable  as  themselves  with  the 
great  master  of  the  family. 

This  is  the  use,  to  which  St  Paul  applieth  the  consi- 
deration :  , 

Masters^  give  unto  your  eervante  that  which  is  just  andCoL  w.  l. 
equalf  knowing  thcat  ye  have  a  Maeter  in  heaven-'^-^-^Ye^^    ^ 
maeterSj  do  the  same  things  unto  them^  (that  is,  be  con«£phe8.Ti9. 
scientiously  good  to  them,  as  they  are  faithful  to  you,) 
Jbrbearing  threatening;  knowing  that  your  Master  also 
is  in  heaven^  neither  is  there  respect  qf  persons  with  him. 

10.  This  oon^deration  should  preserve  us  from  supersti« 
tion,  or  thinking  to^fplease  or  satisfy  Grod,  win  his  favour, 
or  appease  his  displeasure,  by  uncouth  ways,  which  he 
hath  not  prescribed  to  all  men ;  to  corrupt  him  by  our  sa- 
crifices and  oblations ;  our  flatteries,  glozings,  coUoguings 
with  him ;  so  that  he  will  indulge  us  in  any  bad  thing, 
or  excuse  us  from  our  true  duty,  in  regard  to  ihose  affected 
services. 

We  do  herein  but  abuse  oiurselves ;  for  he  will  not  ap-CohMi.  it 
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SERM.  prove  or  accept  us  upon  any  other  account,  than  of  dis- 
LXX.    chargmg  our  duty,  being  truly  righteous  and  good. 

11.  It  is  matter  of  comfort  and  satisfaction  to  a  man,  who 
is  conscious  of  his  sincerity,  that  (whatever  his  condition  and 
circumstances  be)  God  will  have  a  fair  regard  thereto,  and 
will  not  reject  Him. 
Job  xxu.        It  was  so  to  Job ;  Do^A  not  God  see  my  waySy  and  couni 
aU  my  eteps  f        Let  me  be  tveighed  in  an  even  balance, 
that  God  may  know  my  integrity. 
Jam.u.1,9.     12.  The  consideration  of  this  point  should  keep  us  from 
xxtuL  21.  P*^^"^  respects  of  men. 

Not  to  admire  the  state  of  great  men,  nor  to  yield  them 
imdue  deferences,  (in  prejudice  to  meaner  persons,  making 
Ovfti^f**  greater  difference  than  there  is  ground  for,)  not  to  flatter  or 
J?att  xxU^  humour  them  in  an  immoderate  measure,  or  unbeseeming 
}f-  ,.  manner. 
w^i^ttm.        This  is  that  which  St.  James  doth  urge  in  his  second  chap- 

L^t^  ^^^  ^  *  ^^^  unequal  thing. 

15.  We  should  imitate  Grod;    we  should  consider  that  our 

x^io!  ^'^'opi^oJ^s  and  affections  should  resemble  his. 

Prov,  xixY.     As  in  exterior  judgment  no  respect  is  to  be  had  to  the  rich 

xxvS!*2H  *^^^  ^^  poor;  so  neither  in  the  interior  judgment  or  esteem 

of  our  mind ;  to  which  St  James  seemeth  to  apply  the  law ; 
Jam.  E  9.  If  ye  have  respect  topersonSy  ye  commit  sin,  and  are  convinc* 

ed  of  the  law  as  transgressors. 

18.  This  should  keep  us  from  envying  at  those  who  have 

more  worldly  advantages. 

14.  It  should  keep  us  from  being  offended,  or  scandalized^ 
or  perverted  into  false  notions  of  Grod,  upon  occasion  of  any 
mysterious  points,  or  hard  expresaionsimporting  absolute  and 
arbitraryproceedingsof  Grod,in  predestination  or  providence. 
For  however  they  are  to  be  understood,  they  cannot  derogate 
from  the  impartial  goodness  and  justice  of  Grod. 

15.  Thisconsideration  should  engage  us  readily  to  pay  due 
respect  and  reverence  to  princes,  to  magistrates,  to  all  our 
superiors. 

For  hence  we  see,  that  the  reason  why  we  are  com- 
manded to -honour  and  fear  them,  is,  not  their  worldly 
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grandeur  of  wealth  or  power,  (things  of  small  oonsidera.-  SERM. 
tion  with  God;)  but  it  standeth  on  a  more  solid  ground,    LXX. 
their  sacred  relations  to  God,  as  his  representatives  and 
officers;  who  in  his  name  and  behalf  do  administer  justice, 
and  protect  right  and  innocence,  encourage  virtue,  maintain 
order  and  peace  in  the  world. 

Though  Grod  doth  not  favour  their  persons  as  rich  and 
mighty ;  yet  he  regardeth  his  own  character  imprinted  on 
them ;  he  regardeth  his  honour  and  interest  concerned  in 
their  respect ;  he  regardeth  the  public  good  of  mankind, 
which  they  are  constituted  to  promote :  he  considers  them 
as  the  miniaters  of  his  kingdom^  and  instruments  of  con- 
veying his  benefits  to  mankind. 

Whence  he  giveih  salvation  to  kififf$ ;  he  by  his  law, 
and  by  his  providence,  doth  guard  and  secure  them  from 
violence,  from  contempt,  from  disrespect. 

In  honouring  them,  we  honour  the  authority  of  God, 
and  the  character  of  divinity  stamped  on  them ;  we  serve  Rom.xir.lw 
ourselves,  for  whose  sake  they  are  constituted,  for  whose  ^"  •^■^^ 
good  they  watch. 

It  may  also  engage  us  the  more  gladly  and  fully  to  yield 
them  their  due  respect,  to  consider,  that  their  condition  is 
not  invidious,  or  their  case  better  than  other  men'^s ;  seeing 
they  are  accountable  to  God  for  the  advantages  of  it ;  seeiqg 
that  God  hath  no  regard  to  them  upon  account  of  that 
greatness  which  dazzleth  our  eyes ;  seeing  that  for  all  the 
burdens  they  sustain,  for  all  the  cares  they  take,  for  all  the 
pains  they  endure,  for  our  good  and  public  service,  they 
can  receive  so  inconsiderable  a  recompense  from  us. 

Finally,  it  should  engage  us  to  be  very  careful  of  our 
ways,  and  diligent  in  our  obedience ;  seeing  there  is  no 
other  way  possible  of  pleasing  Grod,  of  gaining  his  favour 
and  friendship,  of  appeasing  his  displeasure,  of  standing 
upright,  and  coming  off  well  in  his  judgment ;  this  is  St. 
Peter^s  inference,  with  which  I  conclude. 

If  ye  call  on  the  Father^  who  without  respect  of  persons  i  Pet.  1. 17. 
judgeth  according  to  every  man^s  work,  pass  the  time  of 
your  sojourning  here  in  fear. 
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THE  DOCTRINE  OF  UNIVERSAL  REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED  AND  EXPLAINED. 


1  Tim.  iv*  10. 

——7%^  Uvinff  God ;  who  is  the  Saviour  qfaU  men, 
especially  of  those  that  believe. 

SERM.   L  HEES  are  two  points  of  doctrine  here  plainly  asserted 

LXXL  i^y  g|^  FavH^  which  I  shall  aideayoiur  to  explain  and  to 

apply :  one,  that  God  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men ;  tmother^ 

that  he  is  peculiarly  the  Saviour  of  the  faithful «.    For  the 

first. 

God  in  many  respects  may  truly  be  concdved  and  called 
the  Savmm-  of  all  men ;  for  the  word  save  doth  in  a  large 
acoeption  denote  the  conferring  any  kind  of  good;   ba 
implying  a  removal  erf"  need,  or  indigence.    Whence  God 
PsaLxxxviw  the  SaviouT  qfaUmeny  as  the  universal  preserver  and 
OU.  Tnal.^P^^^^^'^  ^^  *^^  thmgs  in  their  being  and  natural  state,  as 
and  the      it  is  in  the  Psalm :  Thou,  Lor^  savest  man  and  beastf  or, 
or^'lfr'^'as  the  general  benefactor,  who  is  good  to  aU,  and  whose 
PmL  cxiv.  mercies  are  over  aU  his  works ;  who  mafceth  his  sun  to  rise 
Matty.  45.  ^pw  the  good  and  bad^  rains  upon  the  Just  arid  unjust^  is 
Lvke7l36.kind  and  benign  even  to  the  wngroiefvi  (mdevU:  acy  as 
the  common  assistant,  protector,  and  deliverer  of  all  men, 
who  in  need  or  distress  hrfve  recourse  unto  him  for  suc- 
cour and  relief,  according  to  what  is  saud  in  the  Psalms ; 
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2!te l/^iea  rtfugtfor  the cppreseed^ a refinge in  timei of  S ERM. 
traubk.     TTie  Lord  ie  nigh  %mto  aU  them  thai  call  upon   LXX. 
Aim.     TTiey  cried  unto  the  Lard  in  Aeir  troubk^  and  A^Pad.fx.  9. 
eaved  ihem  out  of  their  distreeeee,  ^^|  ^^  _^ 

In  these  kinds  of  senses,  espedaliy  respecting  natural  and  cviL  is*  ft«. 
tempond  good^  it  is  manifeet  that  God  ie  the  Samour  cfaU^;^  ^^' 
men.  But  that  he  is  in  this  {daoe  termed  buc^  in  a  higher 
sense,  with  regard  to  mercies  and  UessirigB  of  a  more  ex- 
cellent kind,  and  greater  consequence,  (to  mercies  and 
Uessings  of  a  spiritual  nature,  and  relating  to  the  eternal 
state  of  men,)  may  from  several  considerations  appear. 

1.  For  that  according  to  apostolical  use  the  words  Saviour^ 
SavCy  Salvaiionj  are  wont  to  bear  an  evangelical  sense,  re^ 
lating  to  the  benefits  by  our  Lord  JesuA  Christ  procured, 
purchased,  and  dispensed,  concerning  the  future  state  of  men. 

S.  For  that  questionless  St.  Paul  doth  here  intend  God 
to  be  Saviour  oi  the  faithful  in  this  higher  sense,  and  con^ 
sequently  he  means  him  in  the  same  sense  (although  not 
in  the  same  degree  and  measure,  or  not  altogether  to  the 
same  effects  and  purposes)  a  Saviour  ofaU  men. 

S.  Because  it  is  plain,  that  in  other  plaxses  of  Scripture, 
like  and  parallel  to  this,  such  a  sense  is  designed.  As, 
where,  in  this  very  Epistie,  we  are  enjoined  to  pray  for  all  l  Tim.  iL  4- 
meuj  For  this  reason ;  For  saith  St.  Paul,  {his  ie  good  and 
acceptable  before  God  our  Saviour^  who  would  fiave  all  men 
to  bereaved,  a^d  to  come  to  the  knffwUdge  (pt  acknowledg- 
ment) of  {he  truth  ;  where  em^^  ^fuiv^  the  Saviour  of  us, 
seems  to  denote  the  Saviour  of  1^  as  men^  (that  interpre- 
tation best  suiting  with  the  argument  St.  Paul  useth,)  how- 
ever it  is  expressed  that  God  is,  according  to  desire  or  in. 
tention,  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  in  reference  to  their  ^i. 
ritual  and  eternal  advantage ;  as  willing  that  all  men  diould 
embrace  the  Gospel ;  which  is  farther  most  evidently  con- 
firmed by  the  words  immediately* following;  For  there  is 
one  Gody  and  one  mediator  between  God  and  men^  the  man 
Christ  Jesus. 

4.  Because,  according  to' the  tenor  of  Scripture,  and 
the  analogy  of  Christian  doctrine,   St.  Paul's  assertion 
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SERM.  thus  interpreted  is  true^  as  our  subsequent  discourse  may 
LXXL  declare. 
1  Tim.  L 1.     B.1  might  add,  that  the  living  God  in  our  text  may  very 
s'r    •  la  ^^^  "^  understood  and  expounded  to  be  our  Lord  Jesus 
Tit.  it!  10.  himself;  not  only  as  partaking  of  the  divine  nature,  but  as 
i^."*'  *■    exhibited  in  the  Gospel,  the  Word  incarnate,  who  as  such 
1  Tim.  iiL  may  seem  commonly  by  St  Paul  to  be  styled,  God  our  Sa^ 
AetBJx.ts.'^^*^^^ *  ^^  mamfested  in  the  flesh;  Gody  that  purchased 
BMn.iz.  5.  ike  Church  tvUh  hie  own  blood;  Christ,  who  is  &oer  all,  God 
blessed Jbr  evermore.    However  it  from  the  premises  is  suf- 
ficiently apparent,  that  Gkid's  being  the  Saviour  of  all  men 
doth  relate  unto  our  Saviour  Jesus  his  undertakings  and 
performances  for  the  salvation  of  all  men ;  once  Grod  in  a 
sense  evangelical  is  no  otherwise  said  to  save,  than  in  con* 
currence  with  what  Jesus  did  undertake  and  perfprm ;  than 
as  defflgning,  ordering,  accepting,  prosecuting,  and  accom- 
plishing our  Lord^s  performances ;  Jesus  being  the  conduit 
through  which  all  evangelical  mercies  and  blessings  are  from 
£pli.i.S,6.(jod  conveyed  and  dispensed  to  mankind.     So  that  God 
being  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  is  either  directly  and  imme- 
diately, or  by  equivalence  and  in  consequence,  the  same 
with  Jesus  being  the  Saviour  of  all  men. 

That  our  Lord  Jesus  is  the  Saviour  of  aU  men ;  or  that 
the  most  signal  of  his  saving  performances  do  in  their  na- 
ture and  their  design  respect  all  men,  as  meant  for,  as 
conducing  and  tending  to  all  men's  salvation,  yea  and  as 
in  their  own  nature  (supposing  men's  due  and  posdble 
concurrence  with  them)  effectually  productive  of  their  sal- 
vation ;  that,  I  say,  this  ancient  catholic  point  of  doctrine 
(the  which  we  profess  to  believe,  when  with  the  Church  we 
say  in  the  Nicene  Creed — IVho  for  us  men,  and  for  our 
salvation,  came  down  from  heaven,  and  the  which  particu- 
larly our  Church  in  its  Catechism,  in  the  Ministration  of 
Baptism,  and  in  the  Communion,  doth  most  evidently 
and  expressly  declare  itself  to  embrace)  is  very  true,  many 
full  and  clear  testimonies  of  Scripture  do  shew,  many 
reasons  grounded  on  Scripture  do  prove;  the  which  we 
shall  first  touch,  and   then  further  both  illustrate  and 
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enforce  the  truth,  by  declaring  upon  what  accounts,  or  in  what  SERltf  . 
respects  our  Lord  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men;  as  also  by  an  ap-  LXXL 
plication  to  practice,  declarative  of  its  usefulness  and  subser* 
viency  to  the  purposes  of  piety.     For  immediate  testimonies : 
1.  Jesus  is  called  the  Saviour -c^  the  world;   who  was 
sent  and  came  into  the  world  to  save  the  world ;    whose 
chief  performances  were  dengned  and  directed  to  the  sal- 
vation of  the  world ;    We  have  heard  and  known^  said  the  John  hr.  ^<- 
men  of  Samaria,  that  this  is  tndy  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
the  Christ.     We  have  seen  and  testified,  saith  St  John,  that  i  John  in 
the  Father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  ^^* 
(that  world,  of  which  it  is  said,  He  was  in  the  world,  and  John  I  lo. 
the  world  was  made  by  him,  and  the  world  knew  him  not,} 
And,  God  sent  his  Son  into  the  world,  not  to  Judge  (or  not  JohnvLlj. 
to  condemn)  the  world,  but  that  the  world  by  him  should  be^^^  ^t. 
saved,  (that  world,  whereof  a  great  part  he  in  effect  would  ^^  x.  ist. 
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both  judge  and  condemn  for  unbelief  and  disobedience,  r[^' 
he  did  come  primarily  upon  intent  to  save.)    And,  The^^- 
bread  which  I  shall  give  is,  saith  he,  myfiesh,  which  I  srofljohnk  51. 
give  for  the  life  of  the  world.    And,  )Rehold,  said  the  Bap- John  L  sa. 
tist,  the  Lamb  if  God,  which  tdkeih  away  the  sins  of  the 
world.     And,  God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the  world  ufUo  2  Cbr.  y.i  a 
himself,  not  imputing  their  ojfflsnces,  saith  St.  Paul,  to  the 
world,  which  otherwise  he  expresseth  byr^  vA^mt,  by  him  to  Colon.  L20, 
reconcile  all  things  unto  himself.   And,  He  is  aprcpiiiation  i  john  il  t . 
not  only  for  our  sins,  but  for  the  sins  ofihe  whde  xoorld,  (the   - 
whole  world,  in  contradistinction  from  all  Christians,  to  whom 
St.  John  speaketh  in  that  {dace  of  his  Catholic  Epistle ;  that 
xoiffioi  o)^r  of  which  he  saith  in  that  same  Epistle,  x^/m^  SKoc  i  joiu  y. 
h  rfi  'Tovri^  xtSi-as,  the  whole  world  lieth  in  wickedness.)  In  all  ^^ 
which  places  that  the  world  according  to  its  ordinary  accep- 
tation (and  as  every  man  would  take  it  at  first  hearing)  doth 
signify  the  whole  community  of  mankind,  comprehending 
men  of  all  sorts  and  qualities,  good  and  bad,  believers  and  in- 
fidels, (not  in  a  new,  unusual  sense,  any  special  restrained 
world  of  some  persons,  particularly  regarded  or  qualified,) 
will,  I  suppose,  easily  appear  to  him,  who  shall  without  pre^ 
judice  or  partiality  attend  to  the  common  use  thereof  in 
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SERM.  Scripture^  especiiilly  in  St  John,  who  most  frequently  ap. 
LXXI.  plieth  it  as  to  this,  so  toother  cases  or  matters. 

S.  The  object  of  our  Saviour^s  undertakings  and  inten- 
tions is  described  by  qualities  and  circumstances  agreeing 
unto  all  men.     All  the  sons  of  Adam  are  by  disobedience 
in  a  lost  condition,  (lost  in  error  and  sin,  lost  in  guilt  and 
Matt  jrviii.  condemnation,  lost  in  trouble  and  misery ;)   and.  The  Son 
^^  qfmarif  saith  he  himself,  came  to  eave^  rb  cMraXwX^,  thai 

BoBu  UL    which  was  lost,  (or  whatever  was  lost)  All  men  have  sinned, 
saith  St  Paul,  &nd  are  fallen  short  qfthegiory  of  God ;  and^ 
1  Tim.  i.    It  is  ajaithftd  saying,  saith  the  same  Apostle,  and  worthy 
qf  alt  aceeptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to 
Rom.  T.  8.  save  sinners.     God  commendedhis  love  to  us,  thai  webevng 
s£^  "*  *yet  sinners  Christ  diedjbr  us.    All  men  naturally  are  weak, 
and  wicked ;  are  in  a  state  of  alienation  and  enmity  toward 
Rom.  V.  e,  God  :    and.  Even  when  we  were  without  strength,  in  due 
^^'  time  Christ  diedjbr  the  ungodly :    When  we  were  enemies, 

1  PeLixL  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son :  Christ 
once  suffered  for  sins,  the  righteous^r  the  unrighteous.  All 
men  have  souls  and  lives  exposed  to  misery  and  ruin :  and, 
Liikeiz.66,  The  Son  of  man,  so  he  assures  us,  came  not  to  destroy,  but 
to  save  the  souls  (or  lives)  of  men.  Those  proportions  in 
form,  respecting  ah  indefinite  object,  are  according  to  vul- 
gar use  equipollent  to  those,  wherein  the  object  is  expressed 
universally.    However, 

3.  They  are  interpreted  by  others,  expressed  ia  terms 

as  general  and  complrehensive  as  can  be;    such  as  these 

1  TmitiT.  texts  contain :  The  living  God,  who  is  the  Saviour  qf  all 

^^'  men,  eepedaUy  qfthefait^itl,  (of  all  men  universally,  not 

1  T]m.li«4»  only  of  the  faithful,  though  chiefly  of  them.)     God  our 

*  *         Saviour  would  have  all  men  to  be  saved;   He  is  the  medi^ 

ator  of  God  and  men,  who  gave  himself  a  ransom  Jbr  aU 

Rom.  sL    men  ;   God  hath  shut  up  all  men  under  sin,  that  he  might 

J^  ^     have  mercy  upon  aU,     The  love  qf  Christ  constraineth  us, 

l^  iL  *  Judging  Ais,  that  if  one  died  Jbr  all,  then  are  all  dead; 

and  he  diedjbr  cJly  ihat  they  who  Uve  may  not  live  to 

themselves,  but  to  him  that  diedjbr  them,  and  rose  again^ 

TM.  iv  U.  The  saving  grace  of  God  hath  appeared  to  all  men,  (or  th^ 


Queried  an4  €asplamed.  HffS 

grace  of  God,  which  is  saving  t;o  all  men,  hath  appeared,   SBRM. 
hrt^dm  v  x^^  "  ^^  ^  tftor^gio;  m^v  aiQ^ots.}     He  tasted   LXXI. 
death  (M^mtvri4)Jbr  every  man.     He  is  the  trueiight,  that  h<^  ii.  9, 
eniighteneth  every  man  coming  into  the  world.   Which  pro-  ^"-    ^ 
posiUons  do  sufficiently  determine  the  extent  of  our  S^vi- 
our'^s  saving  performances. 

4.  Farther  yet,  to  exclude  any  limitation  or  dimini^Uon 
of  these  so  general  terms,  (at  least  to  exclude  any  lioiita^ 
tion  in  regard  to  all  the  members  of  the  visible  Church, 
.which  are  or  have  been  incorporated  thereinto,)  at  is.ex- 
pressed,  that  our  Saviour's  undertakings  did  reelect  even 
those,  who  (by  their  own  default)  might  lose  the  benefit  of 
them,  and  who  in  effect  should  not  be  saved.     For,  of  thoSje 

false  teachers,  who  introduced  pernicious  heresies^  it  is  said,  2  Pet  ii.  i. 
that  they  denied  the  Lord  who  bought  them  b.      And  St. 
Paul  implies,  that. by  scandalous  example  a  weak  brother^ 
Jbr  whom  Christ  diedy  being  induced  to  sin,  might  be  de^ 
4troyed,    And  by  tky  knoioledge  shall  the  weak  brother  i  Cot,  v^ 
perish,  Jbr  whom  Christ  died?    And,  Do  noty  saith  hej^'j^  ^^ 
again,  by  thy  eating  destroy  hiniy  Jbr  wham  Christ  died.  is. 
And  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews  signifies  conoerning  apos- 
tates, that  they  do  trample  upon  tfie  Son  of  God,  a7idpo)-Heb.&'M. 
Jute  the  blood  of  Christ,  by  which  they  are  sancti^d. 

5.  The  supposition  thereof  is  the  ground  of  duty,  and 
an  aggravation  of  sin. 

Thus  doth  the  holy  Scripture,  in  terms  very  direct  and 
express,  declare  this  truth,  indeed  so  clearly  and  fully,  that 
scarce  any  other  point  of  Christian  doctrine  can  allege  more 
ample  or  plain  testimony  of  Scripture  for  it;  whence  it  is 
wonderful,  that  any  pretending  reverence  to  Scripture 
should  dare*  (upon  consequences  of  their  own  devising)  to 
question  it ;  and  many  reasons  confirming  the  same  may  he 
.deduced  thence. 

1.  ^  The  impulsive  cause,  which  moved  God  to  design 
the  sending  our  Lord  for  to  undertake  what  he  did, 
is  expressed  to  be  philanthropy,  or  love  to  mankind ; 

^  VaB  iUU,  qui  auctorem  proprisB  salutis  negaverunt    Ambr.  Vb,  zxziz. 
*^  Greg.  Naz.  luth  of  Julisn,  liit  rlhn  furwut  ^^tth^  tr*  Yi  mvrv  fi^mf. 
4than,  Orat,  3?. 
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SERM.  But^  saith  St  Paul,  when  the  kindneee  and  love  ^ God  car 
LXXf.  Saviour  ufito  man  appeared^  according  to  hie  mercy  he  eaoed 
Tit  iii.  4w  ue.    God  80  hvcd  the  world,  that  he  gave  hie  onhf  begotten 
^Lt^**-*  '^^'     ^^  hereby  comm^endi  his  love  unto  us,  that  we  as 
r««^^      y^  being  smnere,  Christ  Aedjbr  us.  It  was  not  a  particular 
5^^?' J  g^  fondness  of  affection,  (such  whereof  no  particular  ground 
JUm.  ▼.  8.  can  be  asagned  or  imagined,)  but  an  universal  infinitely 
-P  «•  "•    yj^  ni^^  abundant)  goodness,  mercy,  and  pity  toward  this 
eminent  part  of  bis  creation,  sunk  into  distress  and  lament- 
able wretchedness,  which  induced  God  to  send  his  Son  for 
the  redemption  of  mankind. 

9.  God  declares  himself  impartial  (most  particularly)  in 
this  case ;  that  as  all  men  in  regard  to  him  stand  alike  re- 
lated, and  are  in  the  same  condition,  so  he  proceeds  with 
indifferent  affection,  and  upon  die  same  terms  with  all. 
He  is  equally  the  Lord^^and  Maker  of  all  men ;  and  all 
men  are  equally  involved  in  guilt,  and  exposed  to  ruin ; 
upon  which  grounds  St.  Paul  inferreth,  that  as  to  God**! 
regard  of  man^s  salvation,  there  is  no  difference  between 
Jews  and  Greeks ;  and  by  parity  of  reason  there  can  be 
none  between  any  other  sorts  of  persons,  antecedently  to 
Spm-iilKGod^s  merciful  intentions.     There  is,  saith  he,  no  respect 
of  persons  with  God,  (as  to  preparing  the  capacities  and 
means,  to  propounding  the  terms  and  conditions  of  sal- 
ilom.  iU.    vation,  for  about  these  he  discourses ;)  for,  Is  he,  saith 
'^'  the  Apostle,  assigning  the  reason  of  that  assertion,  the 

lim.xA2.God  of  the  Jews  only,  and  not  of  ^  Gentiles  f  No: 
There  is  no  difference,  suth  he,  (jf  Jew  and  Greek,  Jbr 
there  is  the  same  Lord  of  all,  being  rich  (rich  in  merqr 
and  bounty)  unto  all  thai  call  vpon  him;  that  is,  by 
consequence  amply  unto  all ;  for  St.  Paul  implies,  that 
God  therefore  provided  that  all  men  should  have  the 
means  of  calling  upon  him  imparted  to  them;  for  that, 
how  should  ih^  call  upon  him  without  faith  f  and  how 
should  ihey  believe  without  preachers  f  and  how  should  there 
be  preachers,  ^  they  were  not  sent?  Whence  he  infers 
(against  the  sense  of  those  Jews,  with  whom  he  disputes) 
that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Apostles  should  have  a  com- 
^•3"^    mission  to  preach  unto  all.     And,   The  righteousness  of 
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aU  that  believe ;  for  there  is  no  difference ;  Jbr  ail  have  #in-  ^^^^ 
ned^  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  Crod:  the  relation  of  Grod 
is  the  same  to  all  men,  (He  is  the  God  and  Lord  of  ail ;) 
the  state  and  need  of  all  men  are  the  same ;  there  is  there- 
fore no  difference,  excepting  that  consequent  one,  which 
compliance  or  non-compliance  with  the  conditions  offered 
unto  all  doth  induce.  It  is  true  in  this  respect,  what  the 
Wise  JVf an  saith,  o  ixdvrm  itev^^  ofiAiug  ffjowf?"  «^/  ^dvr^  He  ^'^  ^*-  ^' 
that  is  Lord  of  all,  careth  (or  provideth),/&r  ail  alike ;  and 
what  Clemens  Alexandrinus  says,  as  to  this  particular,  AU 
things  Ue  equally  Jbr  all  from  God;  so  that  no  man  can 
complain  ofhym  \  as  partial  to  some,  and  deficient  to  others, 
8.  We  may  observe,  that  the  undertakings  and  per- 
formances of  our  Lord  are  for  nature  and  extent  compared 
with  those  of  Adam,  (who  \iras  r^;  nf /(MXXoiroff^  a  l(j^  Rom.  t.  14. 
of  him  that  was  to  come ;)  as  Adam,  being  a  representa- 
tive of  mankind,  did  by  his  transgression  involve  all  men 
in  guilt,  and  subject  them  to  condemnation;  provoked 
God'^s  wrath,  and  drew  the  effects  thereof  upon  us ; 
brought  all  men  under  the  slavery  of  sin,  and  necessity  of 
death ;  so  was  our  Lord  the  proay  of  mankind,  and  by 
his  performances  in  our  behalf  did  undo  for  our  advan- 
tage, what  the  former  did  to  our  prejudice;  by  his  en- 
tire obedience  expiating  the  common  guilt,  suspending 
the  fatal  sentence,  pacifying  Grod's  wrath,  reducing  right- 
eousness, and  restoring  hfe  to  all  that  would  embrace 
them ;  so  doth  St  Paul  at  large  (in  the  5th  chapter  of 
his  Epistle  to  the  Romans)  propound  and  prosecute  the 
oomparison;  closing  his  discourse  thus:  Therefore  as  6^ Rom.?.  IS, 
the  offence  of  one  man  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  con-' 
demnaAon ;  so  by  the  righteousness  of  one^  the  free  gifi 
came  upon  aU  men  tojusiificatum  of  life.  As  guilt,  wrath, 
and  death  foremendoned,  were  the  fruits  of  what  Adam 
did,  falling  upon  all ;  so  pardon,  grace,  and  life,  were  ^ 

'  nSr<  «*«»«(  ?#»  nutsu  itm^  rv  0iS,  Mat  Wh  tivrii  Afitfit^ns*     Clem.  Alcx% 
Stronu  fii.  p.  301. 
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SERM.  design)  the  effects  of  what  our  Saviour  performed  i^lating 
^^^^*  unto  all.     Yea,  the  same  tomparison  St  Paul  seems  to  in- 
timate in  his  second  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  where  he 
tCor.v.14.  saith,  that  if  one  died  for  ally  then  are  all  men  dead;  that 
is  Christ^s  dying  for  all  men,  implies  all  men  in  a  state  of 
condemnation  and  subjection  to  death  ;  and  that  inference 
supposes  the  performances  of  the^r^  and  second  Adam  to 
be  in  their   nature  and  primary  effects  coextended  and 
comnfiensurate.     The  same  St.  Paul   seemeth  in  express 
Bom  iii.     terms  to  say,  JU  men  have  sinned^  and  are  fallen  shorf  (or 
*  are  destitute)  of  the  glory  of  God ;  being  justified  f  reefy  by 

his  grace  (or  favour)  by  the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus,     (All  men  are  justified,  that  is,  according  to  Gkxl's 
favourable  intention  and  design.)     Yea,  the  yery  reason 
why  God  permitted  sin  and  death  to  prevail  so  universally 
is  intimated  to  be  his  design  of  extending  a  capacity  of 
Horn.  XL    righteousness  and  life  unto  all ;  so  St.  Paul  tells  us :  Gkxl 
hath  shut  up  all  men  under  sin,  that  he  might  have  mercy 
upon  all.     And  particularly,   that  by  virtue  of  Christ^s 
.performances  death  is  abolished,  and  immortality  is  con- 
ferred upon  all  men,  St.  Paul  most  expressly  teacheth  us ; 
1  Cor.  XT.   PoTy  saith  he,  as  in  Adam  all  die,  so  in  Christ  shall  aU  be 

10.  I  observe  that  Prosper  (an  eager  disputant  about  points 

^m.  Ti.  allied  to  this)  several  times  confesseth,  that  Christ  may  be 
most  rightly  affirmed  to  have  been  crucified  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  whole  world,  especially  upon  two  accounts, 
for  his  true  susception  of  human  nature,  and  for  the  com^ 
mon  perdition  of  all  men  in  the  first  man  « :  we  have 
touched  the  latter ;  let  us  add,  that 

4.  Our  Saviour  assuming  our  nature,  and  partaking  of 
Pha.  ii.  7.  our  flesh,  being  made  in  i/ie  likeness  of  meh^  and  found  in 
atr^^  ^2  ^*^*^'*  ^'^  '"^^ '  y^*»  cnSued  with  the  passions  and  infir- 
Gol.  iy.  4.  mities  of  man'^s  nature,  exposed  to  the  tribulations  and  in- 
conveniences of  man's  life,  did  thereby  ally  himself,  and- 

Heb.  fi.  14,  put  on  a  fraternal  relation  unto  all  men.    Forasmuch^  saith 
n,  12, 16.  ^ 

«  Cum  itaque  rectissime  dicatnr  Salrator  pro  toliu*  mundi  redempdone  cni- 
ciflxus,  propter  vcram  naturse  humane  susccptiooem,  et  propter  conimunrafi  in 
primo  homine  omnium  perditionem,  &c.     Protjf.  ad  GaL  c.  9. 
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the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews,  as  children  (the  chUdren  he  SE^. 
tneans  of  the  same  father,  or  brethren  ;  as  the  tenor  of  lus      ^     ' 
discourse  makes  evident)  BvepartaJcere  qfjleeh  and  bloody  he 
abo  hmsetf  liketviee  took  part  cf  the  same ;  that  is,  gra- 
ciously designing  to  become  a  brother  to  the  children  of  men, 
he  assumed  all  that  was  proper  to  man^s  nature.    God^  saith 
St  Paul,  made  «&»  »»g  if&^uirw,  the  whole  nation  or  race  tf^^  "^ 
men^  dwelling  upon  thejaee  of  ike  earthy  of  one  blood ;  and 
of  that  one  blood  our  Saviour  was  pleased  to  take  part,  en- 
titling us  thereby  to  a  consanguinity  with  him';  and  it  was 
a  title  of  his,  which  he  seemed  to  affect  and  delight  in,  the  Son  Heb.  9.  IL 
of  man.    He  being  such  did  sanctify  our  nature,  by  the 
closest  conjunction  thereof  to  the  divine  nature,  and  render- 
ing  it  more  than  a  temple  of  die  Divinity ;  he  dignified  it,  Hd».  iL  t 
and  (as  that  Apostle  intimateth)  advanced  it  above  die  an- 
gelical nature  by  an  alliance  to  Grod  himself ;  he  thereby  1  Tim.  Ji- * 
not  only  became  qualified  to  mediate  between  Grod  and  man, 
and  capable  to  transact  that  great  bunness  of  man^s  sal- 
vation ;  but  was  engaged,  and  in  a  manner  obliged  to  do 
it ;  for  as  he  was  a  man,  he  surely  was  endued  with  the 
best  of  human  affections,  universal  charity  and  compas- 
aon,  which  would  excite  him  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
all ;  as  he  was  a  man,  he  was  subject  to  the  common  law 
of  humanity,  which   obliges  to  endeavour  the  common    i 
benefit  of  men.     As  he  was  a  brother  in  relation,  90  he  \ 
could  not,  he  would  not  be  otherwise  in  affection ;  he  is    ^ 
not  to  be  conceived  deficient  in  performance  of  the  offices 
suitable  to  that  condition.     That  good-will  which  he  re-lkbttT.44 
quires  us  to  bear  toward  all  men  indifierently,  good  *'*<^?i^'^ 
bad,  friends  and  enemies,  he  questionless  did  bear  himself    i 
in  the  highest  degree,  and  to  the  utmost  extent ;  the  ge- 
neral  beneficence,  which  in  his  conversation  and  practice    ; 
he  did  express,  doth  signify  how  large  his  desires  and  in- 
tentions were  in  regard  to  the  welfare  of^  men ;  so  that  we 
may  thence  well  aver  with  St  Ambrose:   IncamationieAmht.6M 

'*H  ir^ieXtr^ti  rnt  r«i^»«f  ^»  UvXv  r»f  kiyn  fvru  Ky^  ivrn,  lUxib  ^mJUUv 
Or«t  iiL  p.  385. 
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SERM.  Dei  myaterium  est  universce  solus  creaihirw ;  The  Myitery 
LXXL  qfCrod's  incarnation  doth  resped  the  saivatim  of  aU  man* 
I     Key.  X?.  iL  kind,  aocordiog  to  his  desire  and  design. 
i     ]^j  ^  3g      5.  We  are  taught  that  our  Lord  bath  by  his  saving  p«r- 
''     lCor.xi3.fonnance8  acquired  a  rightful  propriety  in,  and  a  title  of 
•    I8*ri!^  dominion  over  all  men  living  g ;  to  him  is  committed  the 
\  John  ui.35.  governance  and  protection  of  all  mankind,  as  the  reward  of 
na>.  k  8.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  suffered  for  its  sake.     He  is  called  the 
>•  2*     ..    Lord  qfaU  men ;   and  the  head  of  every  man.     It  is  said 
2.  ▼.  22.     that  aU  things  by  his  father  are  given  into  his  handy  and 
^^^^^putuffderhisjeet;  that  power  is  given  him  over  all  ^sh^ 
*that  aU  authority  is  given  him  in  heaven  and  earth;    aU 
Judgment  is  committed  to  him,     Wluch  privileges,  rights, 
dignities,  are  declared  to  have  been  procured  by  the  virtue 
of  his  saving  performances,  and  purchased  by  the  price  (^ 
Bflin.xiT.9.  his  blood.     For,  to  this  end,  saith  St.  Paul,  Christ  both  died 
and  rose  again,  and  revived,  that  he  might  he  the  L6rd  both 
of  the  dead  and  living,  (or  might  exercise  Lordship  over 
both  the  dead    and    living,    Ivet  xai   vbx^  %ai  '^wrw  xifi- 
lCor.Ti.80.  f  ^} :)  and,   We  are  not  our  own,  (saith  he  again,)  we  are 
Heb.  fi.  9.  benight  with  a  price :  and,  We  see  Jesus,  for  the  steering  of 
death,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  thcatbythe  grace  of 
God  he  might  taste  decUhJbr  every  man,  (or,  for  the  suffer- 
ing of  death,  that  by  God'^s  grace  he  might  taste  death 
for  every  man,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour ;  for  there 
FluLii.8,9.  seems  to  be  such  a  trajection  in  the  words :)  and,  He  was 
12,  *  ^'  '  obedient  unto  death,  even  to  the  death  qf  the  cross ;  therefore 
hath  God  exhalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  aboroe  every 
name.     Subjection  then  and  redemption,  as  they  have  one 
'  ground,  so  they  are  implied  to  have  the  same  extent,  as 
!       every  pne  must  call  Christ  Lord,  so  he  may  call  him  iSVi- 
vumr ;  therefore  his  Zord,  because  his  Saviour.   Andfiince 
Cluifit  hath  got  an  authority  over  all  men,  a  propriety  in 
every  man ;  since  he  hath  undertaken  to  govern  and  pro- 
tect the  world,  he  questionless,  as  a  prince  of  incompara^ 
ble  benignity  and  clemency,  doth  seriously  intend  and  de- 

(iiprfti  *^f Ttt9  mvrtft  xmt  &y4£iuv  irxfT»fim  Tit  xi*^/**'^*f  inir»inM9»  Ath,  OraU 
3.  in  Arr,  385. 
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sire  the  best  welfisffe  of  all  his  people ;  it  surely  cannot  be  a  SERM. 
small  benefit  to  the  community  of  men,  that  they  are  his  LXXL 
subjects ;  the  objects  of  his  princely  care,  and  of  his  mercy. ' 

■   K^Tcu  Tuv  <tufi/ie&wm^  Svt^  xcti  xo^Mt  xaJ  w^(ft  wawwv  ytvo"  Clem. 
fiiv(fr  (r«H^  yd^  fe/F,  ap^;  ru¥  /MVy  rwv'3*  i.    He  tdketh  care  qfaU  ^'^  '"• 
whkh  doth  become  him  that  is  Lord  of  all;  Jbr  that  he  ia  ' 
indiffereiiUt/  the  Saviour  ofaU^  saith  Clem.  Alexand. 

6.  We  are  commanded  to  pray^  intercede^  and  ^ve  j  Tim-  n. 
ihanka  ^mdifferently)  for  aU  men,  eren  for  heathens  and  ^»  *• 
persecutors ;  as  for,  the  objects  of  God'^s  benevolent  affec- 
tion ;  whom  he  would  have  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  his  truth ;  expressing  our  charity  in  confor- 
mity to  the  unconfined  goodness  of  God.  Very  good 
reason  (argues  St  Chrysostom)  there  is  why  we  should 
pray  for  all  men ;  for  if  Grod  doth  will  the  salvation  of  ail 
men,  we,  in  imitation  of  him,  should  will  the  same ;  and 
if  we  desire  it,  we  should  pray  for  it  \  Upon  which  score 
the  Catholic  Church  hath  constantly  and  carefully  observed 
this  precept ;  so  the  learned  writer  de  VocatUme  Gentium 
assures  us :  i  Which  law  of  supplication,  saith  he,  the  devo* 
tion  of  aU  priests  and  of  all  tJie  Jaithfid  people  doth  so  oh- 
serve^  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  world,  in  which  such 
prayers  are  not  solemnized  by  the  Christian  people.  The 
Church  of  God  doth  therefore  supplicate,  not  onl^Jbr  the 
Saints,  and  the  regenerate  in  Christ, .  but  also  Jbr  all  infL 
dels,  and  enemies  qfthe  cross  of  Christ ;  Jbr  all  idolaters, 
all  persecutors,  all  Jews,  heretics,  and  schismatics.  And 
Prosper  himself:  k  Setting  aside,  saith  he,  that  distinction, 

h  MtftS  T«f  0w  ■  II  wavrat  ^iXit  fMSiry^u,  tiuin^t  M^  wawan  hT  tSx*^^**' 
I    tJ  riivTAf  9VT$i  l^fX^ri  r*SirMu,  3«Xs  nmi  rv*  •<  ))  SiXifr,  tS%v*     Chrytatt, 

i  Quam  kgem  BappUcationU  ita  cminium  saoerdotuni,  et  omnium  fiddium 
devotio,  ooDoofditer  tenet,  ut  nulla  pan  mondi  sit,  in  qua  hujomiodi  ora* 
tionei  non  edebrentur  a  populis  Chiistianif.  Supplicat  eigo  ubique  Ecdesia 
Dei  non  solum  pro  Sanctis  et  in  Cfaristo  jam  rc^eneratis,  sed  etiam  pro  omni- 
bus infiddibus,  et  inimicis  crucis  Christi,  &€. 

k  Aemota  eigo  discretione,  quam  divina  sdentia  intra  secrelum  justitic  sua 
oontinet,  sincetissime  credendum  atque  profitendum  est  Deum  vdle,  ut  omnes 
bomines  salvi  fiant ;  siquidem  Apostolus,  cujus  ista  sententia  est,  solicilisstme 
pmcipit  quod  in  omnibus  Ecdesiis  pilssime  custoditur,  ut  Deo  pro  omnibus 
bominibns  supplioetnr.    Pro9*  §d  Obf»  ViitccuL  2. 
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8ERM.  which  the  divine  knowledge  contains  within  the  secret  of  his 
LXXI.  JusticCy  it  is  most  sincerely  to  be  believed  and  professed^  thai 
God  wills  that  aU  men  shaU  he  saved ;  since  the  Jpostle, 
whose  sentence  that  is^  doth  most  solicitously  eryoin,  thai 
which  is  in  (dl  the  Churches  most  piously  observed^  thai 
God  should  be  implored  Jbr  aU  men.  So  doth  he  attest  the 
comroon  prJEU^tice,  and  declare  tlie  ground  thereof. 

7.  For  which  practice,  and  for  the  confirmation  of  its 
ground,  (God's  serious  willingness  and  desire  that  men 
should  be  saved,)  we  have  the  pattern  of  our  Lard  himself 

•  praying  to  his  Father  for  the  pardon  of  the  worst  of  men, 
'  his  murderers ;  which  as  it  demonstrated  his  charity  to* 
ward  them,  so  it  argues  that  he  was  their  Saviour^  for  that 
otherwise  he  knew  they  could  not  be  in  any  capacity  of 
having  pardon.  His  praying  for  them  implies  the  possi- 
bility of  their  receiving  forgiveness ;  and  such  a  possibility 
doth  presuppose  a  disposition  in  God  to  grant  it,  and  con- 
sequently a  satisfaction  provided,  such  as  God  requires  and 
accepts,  and  which  shall  avail  to  their  benefit,  if  toward  the 
application  thereof  they  perform  their  parts. 

8.  Indeed  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive,  how  we  can  heartily 
pray  for  pardon,  or  for  any  other  blessing,  either  for  our- 
selves or  for  others,  without  supposing  Christ  to  be  our 
Saviour  and  theirs ;  without  supposing  God  placable  and 
well  affected  towards  us  and  them  in  Christ,  upon  the  ac- 
count of  his  performances  and  sufferings  in  our  and  their 
behalf.  We  are  to  offer  up  all  our  devotions  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  and  for  his  sake  must  implore  all  mercies  and 
blessings  from  God ;  which  how  can  we  do  seriously  and 
with  faith,  if  we  may  reasonably  question  whether  Christ's 
merits  do  respect  us,  and  consequeiitly  whether  they  can 

lTim.n.8.l>e  available  in  our  behalf?  I  mU^  saith  St.  Paul,  that  men 
should  pray  in  everyplace,  lifiing  up  pure  handsy  without 
wrath  or  doubting :  which  precept  how  can  any  man  ob- 
serve'; how  can  any  man  pray  with  calmness  and  confidence 
of  mind,  who  is  not  assured  that  Christ  is  his  Saviour,  or 
that  God  for  Christ's  sake  is  disposed  to  grant  his  requests  ? 
But  this  point  we  may  be  obliged  to  prosecute  somewhat 
farther  in  the  application. 
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^.  Either  our  Saviour'^s  perfbrmances  do  respect  all  men,  SERM. 
or  some  men  (the  far  ^atest  part  of  men)  do  stand  upon  no   LXXl. 
other  terms,  than  those  of  the  first  creation,  or  rather  of  the 
subsequent  lapse  and  condemnation  ;  being  subject  to  ex- 
tremely rigorous  law,  and  an  infallibly  certiun  guilt,  and  ^ 
consequently  to  inevitable  punishment ;  being  utterly  se- 
cluded from  all  capacity  of  mercy,  and  having  no  place  of  re- 
pentance left  unto  them,  (the  place  of  repentance  being  a  Acu  v.  31. 
most  signal  part  of  Christ^s  purchase ;)  so  that  if  any  such  47. 
man  should,  according  to  the  proportion  of  his  light  and  abi-^ 
lity,  perform  what  is  agreeable  to  God^s  law,  doing  what  is 
possible  to  him  (this  may  be  supposed,  for  what  is  possible 
to  a  man  he  may  do,  what  is  possible  is  possible)  in  order  to 
his  salvation,  he  notwithstanding  should  be  incapable  of  any 
mercy,  favour,  or  acceptance.     But,  beside  that  it  is  ex- 
pressly smd,  that  God  did  shut  up  all  men  under  siuy  thai  Rom.  zL 
he  might  have  mercy  upon  all ;  and  that  we  are  plainly 
enough  informed,  that  our  Lord  did  reverse  the  first  fat^ 
sentence,  and  hath,  as  the  mediator  between  God  and  man, 
evacuated  all  former  covenants  by  establishing  a  new  one, 
(for  if  any  former  covenant  had  been  good^  there  had  been  HiiKTUiT. 
no  place  sought  Jbr  a  new  one,  as  the  Apostle  to  the  He- 
brews discourseth) — ^besides  these  considerations,  I  say,  and 
beside  that  such  suppositions  do  not  well  suit  to  the  nature 
of  Grod,  and  do  not  well  consist  with   the  tenor  of  his 
providence;    God  positively  and  vehemently  disclaimeth Acti zvii. 
this  rigour  of  proceeding ;  he  both  under  Law  and  Gospel 
declares  himself  ready  to  admit  any  man^s  repentance; 
yea,  earnestly  invites  all  men  thereto ;  yea,  grievously  ex- Ezek.  zffiEI. 
plains  and  expostulates  with  men  for  not  repenting ;  yea, 
not  only  says  it,  but  swears  it  by  his  own  life,  that  he  de-Ezcfc. 
sires  any  wicked  man  should  do  it ;  he  strongly  asserts,  h^j^lJ'  o '^^ 
earnestly  inculcates,  he  loudly  proclaims  to  all  his  readi-Mic  vii  8. 
ness  to  pardon,  and  his  delight  in  shewing  mercy;   the     "'*"' 
riches  of  his  goodness  and   forbearance  and  longsufier- 
ing.     He  declares,  that  he  will  exact  an  account  of  men,  2  Cor.  viiL 
accorduig  to  proportion,  answerable  to  their  willingness  ^  JJj^    ^ 
do  what  they  could;  and  to  the  improvements  of  those S5. 
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SERM.  talents  (those  measures  of  light  and  strength)  whichr  they 
LXXI.  had»  or  might  have  had ;  that  whoever  is  w  •Xap^'^v'  «''^^ 

Luke  ziz.  faithful  in  using  the  smallest  power,  shall  be  accepted  and 
.  xyi.  a  regarded.     He  represents  himself  impartial  in  his  judgment 

]^St.\i7  *°^  acceptance  of  metfs  persons  and  performances;  any 
man,  in  any  nation,  his  sincere,  diough  imperfect,  piety  and 
righteousness  being  acceptable  to  him :  the  final  ruin  of  men 
is  not  imputed  to  any  antecedent  defect  lying  in  man^s  state, 
or  God^s  will,  to  no  obstacle  on  God^s  part,  nor  incapacity 
<»i  the  part  of  man,  but  wholly  to  man^s  blameable  neglect,. 
or  wilful  abuse  of  the  means  conducible  to  his  salvation :  no 
want  of  mercy  in  Grod,  or  virtue  in  the  passion  of  our  Lord, 
are  to  be  mentioned  or  thought  of;  infidelity  (formal  or  in- 
terpretative) and  obstinate  impenitency^  disappointing  GodV 
merciful  intentions,  and  frustrating  our  Lord's  saving  per- 
formances and  endeavours,  are  the  sole  banes  of  mankind ;. 

JohniiLl9./r(^^,  saith  our  Lord,  is  the  condemnation^  thai  light  is 
come  into  the  worlds  and  men  loved  darkness  rather  than 

JiAmv.s^Jightf  because  their  deeds  are  evil.  And,  /  speak  these 
things^  that  ye  might  be  saved ;  but  ye  will  not  come  to  me^ 

M»tt.  niil  that  ye  might  have  life.  And,  How  qfien  have  I  imUed  ta 
gather  thy  children^  as  a  hen  gathers  her  chickens  under  her 
wingSi  but  ye  would  not !  Of  the  Pharisees  and  Lawyers  our 

JLuke  Tii  Saviour  said,  that  they  defeated  the  counsel  of  God  toward 
Aemselves^  (ijbmjiray  n)y  ^^v  esS  %U  wAirugy)  the  counsel  of 
Grod,  who  designed  to  bring  them  to  repentance  by  the 
instruction  and  exhortation  of  St.  John  the  Baptist.  Our 
Saviour  invited  many  to  the  participation  of  the  Gospel,^ 

I«i.  xxT.  c.  (that  gr'eaJt  feast  of  fat  things  to  all  people^  as  the  Prophet 
Isaiah  calleth  it;)  but  they  would  not  come,  saith  the 
text :  he  iterated  his  message,  but  they,  carelessly  neglect- 
Matt  xxiL  ing  it  (ofMyJ^tsavng)  went  away^  one  to  his  farm^  another  to 
*  his  merchandise^  and  the  rest  took  his  servants,  and  hUreated 

37*3^^"  ^*^^  spite/idly,  and  slew  them.  The  sower  (our  Lord) 
did  sow  in  the  feld  (the  xcarld)  the  good  seed  of  heavenly 
truth ;  but  some  would  not  admit  it  into  their  heads  or 
hearts;  from  others  temptation  bare  it  away;  in  others 
worldly  cares  and  desires  choked  it ;  our  Lord  spake  the 
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most  convincing  words,  such  as  no  man  ever  spake,  such  as  SERHtf. 
<lrew  publicans  and  harhU  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  he    l^XXt. 
perforqted  most  astonishing  works,  such  as  never  the  likejohn^, 
were  done,  which  were  sufficient  to  convert  Tyre  and  Sidon,  ^  ?v.  «?, 
yea  to  have  preserved  Sodom,  but  without  e£Pect;  such  Matt,  m.* 
were  the  invincible  obstinacy,  the  gross  stupidity,  the  cor-  ^^• 
rupt  prejudices,  and  perverse  affections  of  his  auditors  andT.44.xii4s! 
spectators,  upon  which  causes  our  Lord  chargeth  the  ineffi-  J^®  *"• 
cacy  and  unsuocessfulness  of  his  endeavours  for  their  salva-  Matt  xilL 
tion.     So  doth  St.  Stephen  pall  the  Jews,  unto  whom  the  j^;  ^^^ 
Crospel  was  ofered,  hard-neched^  uncircunncised  in  heart  and  Acta  viL  51. 
ears  ;  such  as  did  always  resist  the  Holy  Spirit     St.  Paul  **^"*'  *^ 
gives  the  same  character  of  them,  and  assigns  the  same 
cause  of  their  rejecting  the  Gospel.     And  of  the  Jews  of 
Antioch  it  is  said,  that  they  did  thmst  away  the  word  o/Ajcim  xUL 
salvation^  judging  themselves  unworthy  of  everlasting  life^  ^' 
(that  is,  disdaining  to  embrace  the  overture  of  everlasting 
life  made  unto  them.)     And,  I^spisest  thou  the  riches  ^Baau  IL  4k 
God's  goodness,  andjbrbearance,  and  long^^tfffering  ;  being 
ignorant  that  the  goodness  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repen^ 
iancef      So  St  Paul  expostulates  with  the  incredulous 
Jew.     And,  How^  saith  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews,  shaUUeh.  vl  s. 
we  escape^  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation  f     So  do  our 
Lord  and  his  Apostles  state  the  reason  of  men^s  miscarry- 
ing in  this  great  aiFair ;  signifjring  all  requisite  care  and 
provision  to  be  made  on  God^s  part  for  their  salvation ;  and 
imputing  the  obstruction  solely  to  their  voluntary  default  of 
compliance  with  Grod  in  his  conduct  and  management  thereof. 

Neither  are  the  dealings  and  declarations  of  Grod  toward 
those  who  lived  under  the  Law  and  Prophets,  impertinent 
to  this  purpose ;  they  are  applicable  upon  consideration  of 
parity  in  reason,  or  likeness  in  case.  % 

What  remonstrances  concerning  the  gentleness,  kind- 
ness, and  equity  of  hb  dealings,  what  exprobrations  of 
their  stubbornness  and  stupidity  God  did  anciently  make 
to  Israel  under  that  particular  dispensation,  (which  yet  in 
tendency  and  in  representation  may  be  deemed  general,) 
the  same  he  might  now  use  toward  all  mankind,  under 


J 
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SERM.  this  universal  economy^  wherein  God  hath  ^ven  to  his 
^^^^'  Son^  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  tUntost  parts 
PmI.  ii.  8.  C^^A^  earth  Jbr  his  possession ;  whereby  aU  the  kingdoms  (xf 
J^-  ^     the  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord,  and  his 
Christ;    which  hath  erected  an  unconfined  kingdom  of 
grace;  to  which  all  men  in  design  and  of  right  are  suh^ect ; 
in  respect  to  which  every  nation  is  in  obligation  and  duty  b&- 
Iia.  ▼.  4.    come  the  people  of  God.     What^  said  God  to  them,  couid 
I  have  done  more  to  my  vineyard  than  I  have  done  f  Where^ 
JbrCy  when  I  looked  for  grapes^  did  it  bring Jbrih  wMgrapes^ 
.Hof.xiu.9. 0  Israel,  thou  hast  destroyed  thyself;  but  in  me  istky 
Isa.  ixy.  t.  help.     I  have  spread  out  my  hands  all  the  day  long  to  a 
Jer^Tu!  is!  rebellious  and  gainsaying  people.     I  spake  unto  you  rising 
up  early  and  specdcing,  but  ye  heard  not ;  I  called,  hut  ye 
PioT.  L  24,  answered  not ;  I  have  called,  and  ye  have  refused ;  I  have 
stretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded.    But  ye  have 
set  at  nought  aU  my  counsel,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof. 
I«a.  Ixv.  12.  Wlien  I  called,  ye  did  not  answer ;  when  I  spake,  ye  did  not 
£zek.3di.  2.  ^^^  >  ^^  ^^  ^^  before  mine  eyes,  and  did  choose  thai 
Jer.  vi.  10  wherein  I  delighted  not.     And,  Behold  their  ear  is  uncir'^ 
camcised,  and  they  cannot  hearken  ;  behold,  the  word  of  the 
Lord  is  unlo  them  a  reproach,  they  have  no  delight  in  it. 
Zech.  vii.    They  refiised  to  Itearken,  and  pulled  away  the  shoulder,  and 
'     '       stopped  their  ears,  thai  they  should  not  hear ;  yea,  they  made 
their  hearts  as  an  adamant  stone,  lest  they  sJtould  hear  the 
law,  which  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sent  in  his  Spirit.    Which 
passages,  with  many  others  of  the  like  importance  that  occur, 
do  imply  the  large  extent  of  God^s  merciful  intentions,  and 
the  competency  of  the  means,  which  God  affords  for  the  sal- 
vation of  men ;  that  he  wants  no  affection  or  inclination  to 
save  them ;  that  he  neglects  no  means  proper  for  effecting  it; 
that  he  draws  them  into  the  way  leading  thither  by  serious 
and  earnest  invitation,  directs  them  by  needful  light  and  in* 
struction,  excites  them  by  powerful  arguments  and  persua- 
X)ePtfad.8.  sions ;  and  as  St.  Ambrose  speaketh.  Quod  in  Deojuit,  osten- 
dit  omnibus,  quod  omnes  voluit  liberare :  God  shewed  to  ally 
that  what  was  in  him,  he  did  xoHl  to  deliver  (or  save)  aU 
men.     Whence  he  may  truly  and  properly  be  called  th? 
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Benefactor  and  Saviour^  even  of  those,  who  by  their  wilful  SERM. 
malice  or  neglect  do  not  obtain  salvation  ^.  For  in  respect  ^^^^' 
to  the  same  favours,  which  are  exhibited  and  tendered  to 
them,  he  is  the  Saviour  of  those,  who  by  hearkening  to 
God's  call,  and  complying  with  God's  design;  by  well  using 
the  means  vouchsafed,  apd  performing  the  conditions  re- 
quired, do  finally  attain  salvation. 

If  it  be  said,  that  these  transactions  do  refer  only  to 
God's  own  people,  or  to  those  only,  unto  whom  God 
pleased  to  dispense  especial  revelations  of  truth  and  over-, 
tures  of  mercy ;  that  we,  therefore,  cannot  thence  infer 
any  thing  concerning  the  general  extent  of  God's  design^ 
or  the  virtue  of  Christ's  performances  in  respect  to  all 
mankind ;  we  may  to  this  suggestion  rejoin,  that  by  olv 
serving  the  manner  o£  God's  proceedings  toward*  them, 
unto  whom  he  openly  declareth  his  mind  and  i?ill,  we 
may  reasonably  collect  how  he  standeth  afiected  toward 
others,  and  by  what  rules,  or  upon  what  accounts,  he 
dealeth  with  them ;  taking  in  the  analogy  of  reason,  and 
parity  or  disparity  of  the  case.  As  to  God's  afiection,  it 
is  the  same  every  where,  agreeable  to  that  nature,  which 
ipclineth  him  to  be  good  to  all,  and  merciful  over  aU  hie  Pnl  ▼- 
creatures,  as  the  Psalmist  tells  us ;  unto  which  disposition 
his  providence  yields  attestation;  for  ix  d^dux^rv^v  citfqxf v Acts ziv. 
iayrh¥y  wyt&wewm,  he  did  not  leave  himself  mihout  testimony,  ^"^^ 
doing  good  to  aB,  as  St.  Paul  tells  us ;  although  he  doth 
not  dispense  his  favours  in  the  same  method,  or  discover  his 
meaning  by  the  same  light,  or  call  all  men  to  him  with  the 
same  voice  and  language. 

Neither  was  mankind  ever  left  destitute  of  that  divine 
grace,  which,  as  the  good  writer  de  Vocatione  Gentium 
saith,  never  denied  itself  to  any  ages,  with  the  same  virtue, 
in  drfferefit  measure,  with  an  unchangeable  counsel,  and 
multiform  operationl     So  itf  one  place;  and  in  another, 

^  — «r#X*y»^wf  furk  »^*i$il$Mt  •«  trmfrm  r«  tit  «ww  ^«»w«  lirl  rttm^if 
w  »^iM^i9«y  «%ir»inx$9^^Bas.  in  Pt.  vii. 

^Gntia  Dei  nuDis  seculis  se  negavit,  vnrtutcnna,  qtiantitate  diversa,  concilia 
Inoommatabili,  opere  multiformi,  n»  6, 
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SERM.  ^  There  was  always^  saith  he,  dUpeneed  to  aU  men  a  cerkdn 
LXXI.  meaeure  of  instruction  from  above^  wAtcA,  akhougk  it  came 
from  a  more  occtUt  and  sparing  grace^  did  yet  suffice  to 
some  for  remedy ^  to  all  for  testimony. 

Comparing  the  difierent  states  of  men,  we  may  substi- 
tute with  St.  PauU,  for  the  law  of  revelation  engraved 
upon  tablesy  the  law  of  nature  written  in  men^s  hearts ;  for 
prophetical  instructions^  the  dictates  of  reason :  for  audible 
admonitions  and  reproofs,  secret  whispers  of  grace,  and 
Att8.xiT.i7. checks  of  conscience;  for  extraordinary  instances  of  di- 
vine power,  the  ordinary  works  of  the  creation,  (  by  which 
Gods  eternal  divinity  and  power  are  discernible;  )  for 
special  and  occasional  influences  of  providence,  the  com* 
mon  and  continual  expressions  of  divine  beneficence ;  then 
allowing  for  the  disparity  (as  to  measure  of  evidence 
and  efficacy)  in  these  things ;  and  as  to  the  rest,  the  case 
is  the  same.  If  one  part  hath  means  more  cleair  and  for- 
cible, yet  those  which  are  panted  to  the  other  are  not 
Acti  xviL  void  of  use  or  virtue ;  by  them  all  men  in  all  places  may 
^^  seek  Godf  if  haply  they  may  feel  him  and  fmd  him;  yea 

20.  '  iiiay,  as  St.  Paul  implieth,  be  able  to  know  God,  and  in- 

^\\  *^'  duced  to  serve  him ;  to  thank  him,  and  to  glorify  him  in 
some  measure ;  in  a  measure  answerable  to  such  light  and 
strength ;  no  more  doth  God  require,  for  no  more  will  he 
reckon  with  them.  If  their  helps  be  deemed  more  low 
and  scanty,  their  duty,  in  proportion,  is  less  high,  and  their 
account  will  be  more  easy.  Enough  certainly  they  have 
to  excuse  Grod  from  misprision  of  not  having  provided 
Bom.  i.  20.  competently  for  them,  to  render  them,  if  they  do  not  well 
use  and  improve  it,  inexcusable ;  and  what  they  have  is  an 
effect  of  God^s  mercy  procured  and  purchased  by  their 
Saviour.     But  of  this  point  we  may  have  occasion  after- 

^  Adhibita  est  semper  universis  hominibus  quaDdara  sapems  mensura  doc- 
tiinsB,  quae  etsi  occultioris  parciorisque  gratise  fiiit,  sufiedt  tamen  quibusdam  ad 
mnedium,  omnibus  ad  testimonium,  ii.  15. 

I  Rom.  ii  14,  15. 

— ^Nulli  nationi  hominum  bonitatls  suae  dona  subtraxit,  ut  propbeticas  voces 
ct  pnecepta  legalia  convincerentur  in  elementorum  obscquits,  ct  testimoniis  ac- 
cepUse.  Dt  Voc.  G,  i,  5.    Rom.  L  19. 
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Ward  to  say  more ;  I  shall  now  only  add,  that  this  sugges-  SERM. 
tion,  well  considered,  may  afford  another  argument  to  con-  LXXI. 
firm  our  doctrine ;  which  is  this. 

10.  If  our  Lord  be  the  Saviour  of  all  those  to  whom 
Gtxl^s  truth  is  declared,  and  his  mercy  offered ;  or,  if  he 
be  the  Saviour  of  all  the  members  of  the  visible  Church ; 
particularly  if  he  be  the  Saviour  of  those,  who  among  these^ 
rejecting  the  overtures  and  means  of  grace,  or  by  disobe- 
dience abusing  them,  shall  in  the  event  fail  of  being  saved, 
then  is  he  the  Saviour  of  all  men.  But  our  Lord  is  the 
Sat>iour  of  those  persons ;  and  therefore  he  is  the  Savumt 
of  all  men.  The  ^sumption  we  assayed  to  shew  in  the  last 
argument ;  and  many  express  testimonies  of  Scripture  he* 
fore  mentioned  establish  it ;  the  common  style  of  Scripture 
doth  imply  it,  when  in  the  apostolical  writings  to  all  the 
visibly  faithful  indifferently  the  relation  to  Christ  as  their 
Saviour  is  assigned,  an  interest  in  all  his  saving  performan- 
ces  is  supposed,  the  title  of  a^^J^fiBm  and  (n<fmiMvot  (with  others 
equivalent,  o{  Justified^  sanctified^  regenerated,  quickened, 
&c.)  are  attributed.  And  in  our  text,  God  is  said  to  be  ^A^ 
Saviour  chiefly  rwv  mguy,  qfth^Jaithfid;  which  word  in  its 
tommon  acception  denotes  all  visible  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian communion.  And  for  its  confirmation  we  adjoin ;  the 
Apostles  at  first,  and  the  Church  ever  dnce  after  them  (ex- 
cept some  heterodox  people  of  late)  have  professed  readily 
to  confer  holy  baptism,  and  therein  to  dispense  remission  of 
llins,  together  with  other  evangelical  graces  and  privileges, 
to  every  man  professing  his  faith  in  Christy  and  resolution 
to  observe  Chrisf  s  law^  upon  this  supposition,)  that  Christ 
is  the  Saviour  of  all  such  persons,  and  by  his  sulutary  pas^ 
sion  hath  purchased  that  remis^on  for  them ;  although  the 
dispensers  of  these  ^accs  could  not  discern  what  decrees 
Grod  in  his  secret  providence  had  passed  upon  them,  or 
what  the  event  should  be  as  to  their  final  state ;  yea  al- 
though according  to  the  judgment  of  prudence  they  could 
not  but  conceive,  that  all  such  should  not  be  saved,  but 
that  many  of  them  should  be  of  those,  who  (as  the  Apostle 
to  the  Hebrews  speaketh)  would  draxo  back  unto perdition,^^^^/^^' 
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SERM.  who  (as  St.  Peter  implies  some  might  and  would  do)  would 
LXXI.  forget  the  purgation,  which  they  had  received  of  their  sins. 
That  in  thus  doing  the  Church  proceeds  upon  a  persuasion 
that  Christ  is  truly  the  Saviour  of  all  its  visible  members, 
<luly  admitted  and  incorporated  thereinto,  the  thing  itself 
plainly  signifies ;  the  tenor  of  its  practice  makes  palpable ; 
the  forms  of  speech  used  in  its  holy  administrations  (of 
prayers,  of  sacraments,  of  exhortations)  do  suppose  or  ex* 
press.     For  bow  can  each  member  singly  be  asserted  in 
holy  baptism  to  be  washed  from  his  sins,  and  sanctified  to 
God,  and  made  regenerate  or  adopted  into  the  number  of 
/God^s  children,  and  made  partaker  of  Chrisf  s  death  ?  How 
can  thanksgiving  in  the  common  name,  in  most  general 
terms,  be  offered  up  for  Christ's  saving  performances  ?  or 
the  holy  bread  and  cup  be  imparted  to  each  communicant 
as  symbols  and  pledges  of  Christ's  diarity  and  mercy  to- 
ward him  ?  How  can  every  Christian  be  instigated  to  obe* 
dience  in  gratitude  to  Christ;  and  those  who  transgress 
Christ's  laws,  upbraided  for  their  ingratitude  toward  him ; 
their  rejecting,  or  renouncing,  despising,  or  abusing  him 
and  his  salvation  ?  How  cai»  such  things  be  said  and  done 
with  any  truth  or  ccmsistency ;  yea,  without  forgery  and 
mockery,  if  every  baptized  Christian  hath  not  an  interest  in 
our  Lord's  performances ;  if  Christ  be  the  Saviour  only  of 
an  uncertain  and  unknown  part  in  the  Church  ?  This  con^ 
^deration  of  the  Church's.practice  hath  made  even  the  most 
vehement  assertors  of  St  Austin's  doctrine^  (strained  to  the 
highest  pitch,)  in  the  more  ancient  and  modest  times,  fully 
to  acknowledge  this  position  ;  that  Christ  is  the  Redeemer 
of  every  member  of  the  visible  Church,  as  appears  by  this 
Anno  855.  remarkable  decree  of  the  Council  of  Valentia  in  France, 
(consisting  of  the  bishops  of  three  provinces,  favourers  of 
Godscalcus's  opinions.)  ^  We  also  do  believe  it  most  Jirmbf 
to  be  heldy  that  aU  the  tnultUude  of  the  faifkfvl,  being  re^ 
generated  by  water  and  the  IMy  Spirit^  and  Iwrehy  truly 
incorporated  into  tfie  Church,  arid  according  to  the  aposto* 

^  Item  firmlBsime  tenendum  aedimut,  &c.  supra. 
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Ueai  dodrme  bapHzed  into  the  death  of  Christ,  is  by  his  SEftM/ 
blood  tcashedjrom  their  sins.  Because  there  could  be  no  ^^'^** 
trite  regeneration,  unless  there  were  made  also  a  true  redemp- 
tion ;  since  in  the  sacraments  of  the  Church  there  is  nothing 
empty,  (or  vain,)  nothing  ludificatory ;  but  all  thoroughly 
true,  and  supported  by  its  own  very  truth  and  sincerity. 
Yet  that  out  of  the  very  company  of  believers  and  the  re- 
deemed^ some  are  eternally  saved,  because  by  God^s  graoef 
they  faithfully  abide  in  their  redemption,  bearing  the  Lord'^s 
speech  in  their  hearts,  He  that  perseveres  to  the  endshaU  bs 
saved ;  and  that  others,  because  they  would  not  abide 
in  the  salvation  of  the  faith,  which  they  at  first  received,  and 
did  rather  choose  to  frustrate  the  grace  of  redemption  by 
evil  doctrine  or  life,  than  to  keep  it,  do  nowise  arrive  to  the 
plenitude  of  salvation,  and  to  the  perception  of  eternal  bea« 
titude.  It  is  then  a  catholic  and  true  doctrine,  that  at  least 
Christ  is  a  Saviour  of  all  appearing  Christians ;  and  sup- 
posing the  truth  thereof,  I  say  that  by  consequence  he  is 
also  the  Saviour  of  all  men.  For  it  appeareth  thence,  that 
the  design  of  our  Saviour^s  performances  did  not  flow 
from,  or  was  not  grounded  upon  any  special  love,  or  any 
absolute  decree  concerning  those  persons  who  in  event 
shall  be  saved ;  since  according  to  that  supposition  it  ex- 
tendeth  to  many  others  ;  wherefore  it  proceeded  from 
Grod^s  natural  goodness,  and  common  kind  affection  to- 
ward mankind ;  from  the  compassion  of  a  gracious  Cre- 
ator toward  his  miserable  creature,  whence  all  men  are 
concerned  and  interested  therein.  Why  God^s  merciful 
intentions  were  not  explicitly  declared  and  propounded  to 
Socrates  and  Epictetus,  as  they  were  to  Judas  Iscariot 
and  Simon  Magus,  is  another  question,  which  we  may 
aflerward  in  some  manner  assoil ;  at  present,  it  suffices  to 
say,  that  the  overture  of  mercy  made  to  such  wretches 
doth  argue  God^s  kind  disposition  and  good  intention  to- 
ward all  men ;  so  it  did  in  St.  Ambrose^s  opinion  ;  who 
says,  that  our  Lord  ought  not  to  pass  by  the  man  who 
should  betray  him,  that  all  men  might  take  notice,  that  in 
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SER&f.  the  choice  even  of  his  trahor,  he  did  hold  forth  a  pledge 

A^AAA.  Qy  mark  6f  all  men's  being  to  be  saved  ». 

But  the  truth  of  this  doctrine  will  farther  appear  by  the 
declaration  and  surveyal  of  those  respects  according  to 
'^hich  Christ  is  represented  the  Saviour  of  men,  as  also  by 
considering  how  useful  and  conducible  to  piety  this  doc- 
trine is,  as  ministering  grounds  and  obligations^  encou- 
ragements and  motives  to  the  practice  of  most  consider, 
able  dudes  required  from  all  men.  But  these  things  must 
be  reserved  to  another  occasion. 

■  £t  ideo  nee  proditumm  debuit  prnterire,  ut  adTerterent  omnes,  quod  in 
•leetioiiie  etum  proditorU  tor  lenfuKloiuin  omhiiim  insigne  pnatendit     Ambr^ 


SERMON  LXXII. 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF  UNIVERSAL  REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED  AND  EXPLAINED. 


1  TiH.  iv.  10, 

■/ .      The  living  God  i  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men^ 
especially  of  those  that  believe. 

Xhat  our  Lord  Jesus  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  we  SERM. 
have  before  from  plain  testimonies  of  holy  Scriptures,  and  LXXIL 
from  some  arguments  grounded  there,  assayed  to  shew. 
The  same  will  be  made  farther  apparent  by  considering    • 
the  respects  according  to  which  he  is  such ;  and  those  we 
may  first  conuder  generally  and  in  the  gross,  then  survey 
them  more  particularly  and  distinctly. 

In  general  we  may  say,  that  our  Lord  is  the  Saviour  of 
all  men,  for  that  he  hath  rendered  all  men  talvabilesj  ca- 
pable of  salvation ;  and  salvandos,  designed  to  salvation. 
For  that  he  hath  removed  all  obstacles  peremptinrily  de- 
barring men  from  access  to  salvation,  and  hath  procured 
competent  furtherances  to  their  attainment  of  it  For 
that  he  hath  rescued  mankind  out  of  that  dead  and  des- 
perate condition,  wherein  it  lay  involved ;  being  Ae  ireod  JohaTkS& 
qfGoi^  who  hoik  descended  Jrom  heaven^  thai  he  might 
give  life  to  the  worlds  as  be  saith  of  himself.  For  that  he 
hath  performed  whatever  on  his  part  is  necessary  or  fit  in 
order  to  salvation,  antecedently  to  the  acceptance  and 
compliance  with  those  reasonable  conditions,  which  by 
God^4  wisdom  are  required  toward  the  in9tating  men  iiitc^ 
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SERM.  a  full  and  immediate  right  to  salvation,  or  to  a  complete  and 
LXXII.  actual  fruition  thereof.     He  made  the  way  to  hi^piness 
Lukt  iiL  s,  plain  and  passable ;  levelling  the  insuperable  cliffs,  and  fili- 
ng up  the  chasffisS)  and  rectifying  the  obliquities,  and  smooth- 
ing the  asperities  thereof,  as  the  Prophet  foretold ;  so  that 
J.ukeiT.i8.all  men,  who  would,  might  conveniently  walk  therein.  »He 
rJfSJ!^"  ^^  *^®  doors  of  paradise  wide  open,  so  that  who  pleased 
«>^—         might  enter  in ;  all  the  bonds  and  restraints  under  which 
men  lay,  he  so  far  loosed,  that  any  man  might  be  free,  who 
would  concur  to  his  own  liberty  and  enlargement     All  the 
protection,  aid,  and  encouragement  which  was  needful  to- 
ward obtaining  salvation,  he  afforded  and  exhibited  to  every 
one,  that  would  embrace  and  make  use  of  them.     In  re- 
spect to  which  performances  he  might  be  justly  esteemed 
and  truly  called  a  SaviouTy  although  all  men  do  not  in  effect 
become  saved.    For  the  estimation  and  denomination  of  per- 
formances are  to  be  grounded  upon  their  own  nature  and  de- 
sign, not  upon  events  depending  upon  the  contingent  and 
arbitrary  behaviour  of  men.     As  he  that  ireely  offers  a  rich 
boon  is  no  less  to  be  accounted  a  benefactor  and  liberal,  al- 
though his  gift  be  refused,  than  if  it  were  accepted ;  as  he 
that  opens  the  priscm  is  to  be  styled  a  deiiverer,  aldiougfa  tii0 
captive  will  not  go  forth;  as  he  that  ministers  an  effectual  re- 
medy, although  the  patient  will  not  use  it,  deserves  the  ho^ 
nour  and  thanks  due  to  a  physician;  so  is  our  Lord  in  regard 
ta.what  he  hath  performed  for  men,  and  offered  to  them^ 
(beii^  Bufficieilt  to  prevent  their  misery,  and  promote  tiHHr 
happiness,)  to  be  worthily  deemed,  and  thankfully  acknow* 
ledged,  their  ffavumr^  aUfaougb  not  all  mmi,  yea  althou^ 
Aeu  xtL    not  one  man  should  receive  the  designed  benefit    Accord- 
Kd^yyix^  ^Bgiy  we  may  observe,  that  in  the  Scriptur&>«tyle,  those  per« 
^•nir^Jif^  sons  arie  said  to  be  saved,  who  are  only  in  a  way  toward  salva- 
1  Cor.  i.  18.  tioB,  although  they  do  not  arrive  thi^er ;  and  the  means  oon- 
B^.  ^lJU'  ^^^^^  ^  salvation  are  said  to  save,  akhougfa  their  effect  may 
24.  be  defeated ;  e^^ium  and  fsm^pktoi  are  terms  applied  to  aU 

f  feif'A  ChristiiM,  and  Christ  is  6  tfiimy  he  ikat  ktOk  mwed  them  ; 


m^AJbith  is  sidd  to  have  saved  ikem,  although  some  of  them  SERM. 
f/x3  •c/fswws  have  believed  in  vain^  or  to  no  effect,  forsaking  LXXII. 
and  renouncing  their  faith  ;  and  baptism  saves  them  who  i  Cor.  xy. 
partake  it,  although  being  washed,  they  return  to  their  wal-  ^.^  ^  ^^ 
lowing  in  the  mire.    And  as  our  Lord  is  so  termed  a  Saviour  i  Pet.  iiL 
in  respect  to  them,  who  are,  by  faith  and  admission  into  the  ^^  p^  y 
Church,  put  into  a  more  near  capacity  of  salvation,  as  St.  22. 
Paul  speaketh  :  tyyvn^n  i/^m  ^  a^nri^y  i)  in  Mrt^iu^^u^fy,  (Now  j^^a^  ^iiL 
is  our  salvation  netxrer  than  when  we  believed ;)  so  is  he  in  ^^« 
respect  of  all  those,  who  are  in  any  capacity  thereof,  although 
a  more  remote  one. 

But  let  us  now  view  more  nearly  and  distinctly  the  rer 
spects  in  which  he  is  a  Saviour  of  all  men^  or  the  particular 
benefits  and  advantages  conducing  to  salvation,  which  by  his 
performances  accrue  to  mankind ;  for  4rti^tMraXu  njv  ffomi^v  cMrmn}  Clem. Al«. 
X^Z*^^  r^  ou^^oiiv6rnrij  In  very  many  ways  he  bestoweih  sai- 
VAtion  upon  all  mankind^  as  Clemens  Alexandrinus  speaks. 

1.  Our  Lord  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men^  as  having  effect- \ 
ed  that  Almighty  Grod  (who  upon  great  provocations  was  ' 
justly  displeased  and  apgry  with  man,  who  had  averted  his 
face,  ^nd  withdrawn  his  favour  from  mankind,  whom  our 
apostacy,  and  rebellion  had  rendered   a   stranger  and  an 
enemy  to  us)    hath  deposed  his  wrath  toward  mankind, 
bath  conceived  a  kind  afiection  to  it,  doth  cast  a  favour- 
able aspect  upon  it ;    being  thoroughly  reconciled  and 
made  a  friend  thereto  by  our  Saviour^s  mediation.     This  Matt  iiL 
is  my  beloved  Son,  iv  f   iv^xfie»j  in  whom  I  have  been  ^  '^^    " 
weU  pleased^  was  the  attestation  given  from  God  to  our 
Lord ;   the  meaning  whereof  in  regard  to  men,  the  holy 
choir  of  angels   did  interpret,   when  after  the  gladsome 
report  of  his  birth,  (that  great  joy,  which  should  be  to  all  Luke  a.  10. 
people^)  they  sang,  Ghry  be  to  God  on  high,  on  earihpeace^ 
good-unU  toward  men.     Which  St  Paul  farther  declareth, 
when  he  saith,  that  by  him  fud^x9}(A»  Grod  pleased  to  reoon.  CoL  t  20. 
cile  unto  himself  all  things,  upon  earth,  and  in  heaven ;  ^j^  *•  ^i 
and  when  he  saith.  Thai  God  wasin  Chrisi,  recmeilmgihe 
worldunto  hims^,  not  imputingikeir  sins.  And,  When  W6 
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SERM.  were  enemies^  saith  he  again,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  hy 
LXXII.  tke  decOh  of  hie  son :  When  we  were  enemies^  that  impUes 
God  antecedently  to  any  man's  conversion  to  have  been 
appeased,  and  become  favourably  disposed  toward  all  men, 
oi*  toward  those  whom  St  Paul  speaketh  unto,  as  men ;  so 
the  reason  of  the  case  doth  import,  and  so  the  analogy  which 
St.  Paul  immediately  afler  propounds  between  the  results  of 
Adam'^s  transgression  and  our  Saviour^s  obedience  (as  to  pro- 
vocation and  reconciliation,  to  condemnation  and  absolution, 
to  the  intentsT  of  bringing  death  and  life  upon  all  men)  doth 
enforce.     Whence  it  is,  that  Grod  declareth  himself  now  to 
bear  an  universal  good- will  to  mankind,  that  he  doth  earnest- 
ly desire  the  welfare  of  all  men,  and  is  displeased  with  the 
1  Tim.  u.  ruin  of  any  man  ;  that  he  would  have  aU  men  to  be  saved, 
rPetiiiQ.^^  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  because,  there  is 
Heb.  vi.  16.  ^^^  Mediator  between  God  and  man ;  that  he  would  not  have 
18.  any  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance :  this  he 

affirms,  yea  (for  the  confirmation  of  our  faith  and  our  con- 
£>dc.  solation  therein)  he  in  the  Evangelical  Prophet  swears  it.  As 
I  live,  saith  the  Lord,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  <^(he 
wicked ;  but  thai  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live. 
So  far  toward  our  salvation  is  done,  Grod  meets  us  half 
way  ;  he  is  reconciled  unto  us,  it  remains  only  that  we  be 
reconciled  to  him ;  that  we  hearken  to  the  embassy  from 
him ;  Be  reconciled  to  God. 

St.  Jesus  is  the  Saviour  of  aU  men,  by  satisfying  the 
''  divine  justice,  and  repairing  God'^s  honour  in  their  behalf. 
The  disloyal  and  ingrateful  behaviour  of  man  had  so 
wronged,  so  endamaged,  so  dishonoured  God,  (had  so 
abused  the  goodness,  disparaged  the  wisdom,  slighted  the 
power,  impeached  and  slurred  the  authority  of  his  Crea^ 
tor,  had  so  prejudiced  all  the  rights  and  interests  of  God,) 
that  by  the  divine  wisdom  it  was  thought  fit,  that  he 
should  not  be  restored  into  a  capacity  of  mercy  and  favour, 
without  a  signal  compensation  made,  and  an  exemplary 
punishment  undergone,  whereby  the  right  of  Gixl  should 
conspicuously  be  asserted,  his  love  of  goodness  and  disUke 
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of  wickedness  should  be  remarkably  demonstrated  bj  and'SERM^, 
every  creature  in  heaven  and  earth  should  be  solemnly  ad-  XXXI L 
monished  of  its  duty ;  of  the  reverence  and  obedience  it  owes 
to  the  great  Creator,  of  the  heinous  guilt  and  horrible  mis- 
diief  it  incurs  by  offending  him.  •   Such  a  compensation  man 
was  nowise  able  to  make,  or  (it  to  undergo  such  a  punish^ 
ment:  our  Saviour  therefore,  out  of  infinite  pity  and  charity, 
did  undertake  bothc ;  by  a  voluntary  condescension  putting  PhO.  ii.  7« 
himself  into  the  low  and  weak  state  of  man ;  subjecting  him-  , 

self  unto  that  law  which  man  was  obliged  unto,  and  suffer- 
ing the  pains  which  man  had  deserved.     This  he  was  pleas- 
ed to  do  in  man^s  behalf,  and  in  our  stead ;  and  God  was 
pleased  to  accept  it  as  so  done.     ^  His  incarnation  (or  exina- 
nition  of  himself,  as  St  Paul  calleth  it)  was  an  act  of  that 
high  duty  and  goodness,  that  it  in  virtue  surpassed  all  the 
obedience,  which  aU  creatures  were  able  to  render ;  that  it 
yielded  €rod  more  satisfaction  and  more  honour  than  the 
joint  endeavours  of  all  the  world  could  confer.     His  with  yWjC'jriflL 
so  intense  charity  and  cheerfulness  fulfilling  all  righteous- Con&p, 
ness  did  far  more  please  God,  than  all  our  most  exact  obe-  ^^  ^\ 
dience  could  have  done ;  his  enduring  bitter  pains  and  dis-  if^fiiw»f£^ 
graces  (considering  the  infinite  dignity  of  his  person,  his '"'  **' 
near  relation  and  deamess  to  God,  his  perfect  innocence 
and  rectitude,  yea  his  immense  charity,  contentedness,  and 
patience)  more  than  countervailed  the  punishment  due  to 
the  mns  of  all   men.     Such  a  payment  was  more  than 
served  to  discharge  all  our  debts,  (it  served  to  purchase  an 
overplus  of  graces  and  blessings ;)  so  rich  a  price  was  more  Eph.  v.  t. 
than  sufiicient  to  ransom  all  the  world  from  captivity ;  so  Hcb.  x.  lo. 
goodly,  so  pure,  so  sweet,  so  precious  a  sacrifice  might  *^  ^*' 
worthily  expiate  and  atone  all  the  guilts  of  men.  I  Peti.  19. 

^  Atnrif  U  44  Sit^fttMru  iwrt  nmvk  tm  Jim  ird^  ftiwiiwt*^  kftm^mXiu  mJ  nu^, 

Athan,  in  Arian,  Oral.  iv.  485. 
•  Tin  ym^  lud  ^dfmr»s,  »mi  nmrm^  IXvirtf,  m)  }»ifutu  nwnfsx^fvtrt  tuu  t^wy 

Chrys.  in  Jofum,  u  14. 

*''H  twm^»H  ^m^weia  rw  ^mrn^t  Bmfmru  kir^n  /uu  «W#f««   irtUnt  wmrn^m 
ykynu    Atfiatu  ad  Adeiffu  £jp. 
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SERM.      Now  if  we  inquire  what  our  Saviour  did  redeem,  die 
LXXII.  consideration  of  what  he  paid  may,  as  St  Austin  tells  % 
Aug.  in  Ps.  ^^Ip  ^  inform  us ;  QutBritis  quid  emerii  f  Videte  quid  de^ 
xcv.  derity  et  invenite  quid  emerU»   Do  ye  seekj  saith  he,  what  he 

bought  f  See  what  he  gave^  and  find  what  he  bought.    How. 
-    ever,  that  as  the  value  and  sufficiency  of  our  Lord^s  perfor- 
mances, so  the  design  and  effect  thereof  did  reach  so  far  ia 
regard  to  man ;  that  his  charity  was  no  less  extensive  than 
his  performance  was  complete,  for  our  good,  the  holy  S€:rip. 
John  L  29.  ture  teaches  us.    For,  He  is  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh 
Jchnji 61. away  the  sins  of  the  world,  saith  the  Baptist.     And,  The 
bread,  saith  he,  which  I  gave  is  my  flesh,  which  I  will  give 
1  John  iL  i'Jbr  Hie  life  of  the  world.     And,  He  is  a  prf^iation,  saith 
St.  John,  Jbr  our  sins  ;  and  not  only  for  our  sins,  butybr 

1  Tim.  u.   the  sins  of  the  whole  world.    And,  He  is  the  mediator  of 

God  and  man,  who  gave  himself  (ia/ri>jrt'gw  M^  ^vrw)  a  ran^ 
Hcb.  u.  9.  eom,  in  the  stead,  and  for  aU  men,  saith  St.  PauL  And, 
Mm  xi  so.  He  tasted  death  Jbr  every  one,  saith  the  author  to  the  He- 
iil."i7.       hrews.    And,  He  was  that  one  Man,  who,  as  it  was  ewpe^ 

2  Cor.  T.  19.  die9it,  did  die  Jbr  the  whole  nation  of  men.     And,  God  was 

in  him,  reconciling  the  world  to  himself,  not  imputing  their 

John  m.  17.  ^71^.     AxiA,Hecams  into  the  world,  not  to  condemn  the 

Zfforld,  but  that  the  world  might  by  him  be  saved,  (or  freed 

Bom.  V.  18.  from  condemnation  )    And,  As  by  the  offence  of  one  man 

judgment  came  upon  aU  men  to  condemnation,  so  by  Ae 

righteousness  of  one,  mercy  came  upon  all  to  justification  of 

life.     The  end  we  see  of  our  Saviour^s  perfcHrmances  was, 

that  he  might  wipe  off  the  guilt  of  sin  from  all  mankind  ^9 

that  he  might  reverse  the  condemnation  passed  thereupon, 

and  that  he  might  remove  the  punishment  due  thereto ;  or, 

that,  absolving  the  first  man^s  sin,  he  might  take  it  away 

from  the  whole  race,  as  St.  Athanasius  speaks. 

Bom.  lil.        ^  **^'*  *^^^  sinned,  and  come  short  (or  are  destitute)  of 

t$,  24.       the  glory  of  God ;  being  justyiedjreely  by  his  grace,  by  the 

0i«v  fuvayinu,  i  uw%^9tM0»tf»  Sic     CyriU,  Cat.  13. 

Iy«  Uiifv  kvff  rjiff  ifm^imt^  iiri  w»9rH  mMf  ti^  rtu  ymut»  Atham,  inptuf* 


redempHen  ikai  u  in  Christ  Jesus,  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  SERKf. 
Jrem  the  curse  of  the  laWy  heiftg  made  a  curse  for  us.     He  LXXIL 
W€is  bom  under  the  law^  that  he  might  redeem  those  which  Gal.  ui.  i% 
were  under  the  late.    He  that  knew  no  sin  was  made  sin^  ^^-^ 
(was  punished  and  dealt  with  as  a  sinner^)  tliat  we  might  21. 
be  mude  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him^  that  we  might 
be  capable  of  being  esteemed  and  dealt  with  as  righteous  by 
God  upon  his  account.)     So  that  the  result  is,  divine  justice 
being  fully  satisfied,  and  the  honour  of  God  ftilly  repaired, 
(in  r^ard  to  all  sins  past  and  future,)  the  mouth  of  vengeance 
being  stopped,  the  claims  of  death  and  beU  being  evacuated, 
that  general  sentence  of  condemnation  (paesed  upon  all  the 
sons  of  Adam)  is  suspended,  death  ceases  to  reign  by  any 
just  power,  or  inevitable  necessity ;  (it  is,  ae  St.  Paul  saith,  ^  xim.  i. 
abolished  or  abrogated  as  to  any  lawful  right  or  necessary  10. 
feree  it  hath ;)  tlie  rigour  and  severity  of  that  law,  which  i^,  "** 
upon  pain  of  death  exacteth  most  punctual  obedience,  (and  ^m.  z.  5. 
which  consequently  doth  expose  all  men  to  unavoidable  eos^ 
donnation,)  is  tempered  and  abated,  a  foundation  is  laid  for 
the  shewing  mercy,  and  granting  pardon.  In  respect  whereto,  \ 
3.  Our  Lord  is  the  Saviour  ofaU  men,  as  having  in  the  ' 
behalf  ol  mankind  transacted  and  ratiikd  a  new  covenant, 
very  necessary  for,  and  very  conducible  to,  the  salvaUon  of 
mankind ;    whereby  salvation  is  made  attainable,  and  is 
really  tendeied  unto  all,   upon  feasible  and  equal  con- 
ditions.    According  to  the  purport   whereof  upon   any 
man   (however  stained  or  loaded  with  the  guilt  of  most 
heinous  transgressions)  his  embracing  the  overtures  there-     '  . 
of,   consenting   to,    and   complying   with  the  terms  pro>- 
pounded  therein,  that  is,  sincerely  believii^,  and  seriously 
repenting;    returning   to  God   with   hearty  desires  and 
earnest  resolutions  to  serve  him  ;   God  is  ready  to  dispense 
mercy  and  pardon,  and  immediately  receivelh  the  person 
into  grace  and  favour  with  him ;  yea,  the  man  continuing 
to  perform  a  faithful,    though  imperfect,    obedience,   an 
obedience  suitable  to  mfin''s  natural  infirmity  and  frailly, 
and  proportionable  to  the  assistances  afibrded  him ;  God 
farther  promiseth  to  bestow  inestimable  blessings  and  re- 
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SERM.  wards  of  joy  and  happiness.     That  covenant  which  the 
LXXIL  prophets  implied  of  old,  when  (beside  and  beyond  what 

liuL  1. 16.  the  Jewish  law  did  import)  they  preached  thus :  Wash 
f/oUf  make  you  cleans  jntt  axoby  the  evil  of  your  doings^ 

Ibs.  L  IB.  cea^e  to  do  evU-r4hough  your  sins  be  as  scarlet y  they  shall 
be  as  white  as  snow  ;  though  they  be  red'a^  crimson^  they 

tau  iv.  7*  shaU  be  as  wool,  ■  And,  Let  the  wicked  man  jhrsake  his 
way^  a/nd  the  unrighteous-  man  his  thoughts^  and  let  him 
return  unto  the  Lord^  and  he  zeitt  have  mercy  vpon  him^ 

E«ck.  xTiiL  Q^  fQ  Q^^  chd^  j^  ^  jffHi  abundantly  pardon.  And,  If 
the  wicked  man  will  turn  from  all  his  sins  thai  he  hath 
committsdf  and  keep  all  my  statutesy  and  do  tiuU  which 
is  laTfffui  and  rights  he  shall  surely  live^  he  shall  not  die^ 
(so  God  in  Isaiah  and  E^ekiel  declareth  his  intention  to 
proceed  with  m^n,  avowing  that  way  of  his  to  be  most 
equal  and  fair.)  This  is  that  covenant  which  our  Lord 
commanded  his  Apostles  to  declare  and  propound  to  aU 

Muk  xtL  mankind ;  Oo  ycy  said  he  to  them,  into  the  whole  world, 
and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature ;    That  Gospel  ac« 

LmJcc  xxiv.  cording  to  which,  as  it  is  expressed  in  St.  Luke,  repent- 
once  and  remission  of  sins  ought  to  be  preached  in  his  name 
to  aU  TuUionSf  beginning  at  Jerusalem ;  in  respect  to  which, 

Actf  T.  31.  St.  Peter  says,  that  God  hath  ewaUed  our  Lord  to  be  a  prince 
and  a  Saviour ^  to  grant  repentance  to  Israel,  and  remission 
of  sins ;  to  grant  repentance,  that  is,  as  the  Apostle  to 
the  Hebrews  and  Clemens  Romanus  speak,  furoMiag  r^«Dv, 
room  for  repentance,  or  capacity  to  receive  pardon  upon 

Phil. iv.S.  repentance;  concerning  which  covenant  that  Clemens, 
(the   fellow-labourer   of  St    Paul,    and  whom   Clemens 

EvmSx^*^  Alexandrinus  calleth  an  Apostle,)  in  that  excellent,  admi- 
rable, and  almost  canonical  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
which,  as  Eusebius  and   Jercnne    tell   us,   was  anciently 

•EtrXf/r^f  publicly  read  in  most  Churches,    hath  these  remarkaUy 

Eineb.  ''  full  and  dear  expressions ;  8  Let  us,  saith  he,  loiJc  siedfasth/- 

S  'ArifUmfiUf  tig  ri  mlftm  TtS  X^mI,  juk)  t^fUf  &t  Wi  ripun  vif  &Uf  mfym  «tf- 
rtS,  Sri  hd  riif  n/urif»f  4um^im$  \nx»^U  ^K.rr)  rif  »«r/«^  fMTMMMg  X^*^ 
inrnwtyMu  'ArivirmfUf  us  ytfiitt  iw»s,  mi^  umroftm^fuv  Sri  Iv  ytnf  »«) 
ytnf  /iirauimt  riwn  n«r«iv  •  hwitimt  r§»t  fiitK»/JAm$  Iwtffmfnmt  W  Mrh,  CUfl^* 
Md  Corinth. 
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upon  the  Nood  of  Christ,  and  let  ui  see  howprecinUi  to  God  SERM^ 
his  blood  M,  which  bei/ng  shed  Jbr  our  salvatum,  did  bring  LXXIJ. 
the  grace  qf  repentance  to  the  whole  world.    Let  us  atten- 
tively regard  all  ages^  and  observe  that  in  every  generoHon 
the  Lord  granted  place  of  repentance  to  them  who  would 
turn  unto  Mm,    This  is  that  new  and  better  covenant,  esta^ 
blished  upon  better  promises j  (canceUing  all  former,  excep- 
tionable, imperfect,  and  ineffectual  compacts,  referring  to 
man^s  interest  and  duty^)  about  which  the  Apostle  to  the 
Hebrews  discourseth,  and  whereof  he  calleth  our  Lord  the  Heb.  TiiL 
Mediator  and  Sponsor ;  in  regard  to  which  St.  Paul  call-xij,  24,  ^ 

eth  him  the  Mediator  between  God  and  man ;  plainly  de-  **•      ... 

t  .  8  Cor.  iiL 

daring  all  men  to  have  a  concernment  and  interest  therein »  g. 

for  this  supppsition  he  useth  as  an  argument  proving  GkxTs 
uniyersal  desire  of  man^s  conversion  and  sanation :  Who 
would  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  to  the  know- 1  Tim.  \h 
ledge  of  the  truth.  For  there  is  one  God,  and  one  Mediator  * 
between  God  and  man,  tlie  rn^an  Christ  Jesus  *».  By  virtue  of 
which  covenant  it  is,  that  any  such  degrees  of  love  or  fear 
toward  Ood,  such  as  men  are  capable  cf,  are  available,  any 
righteous  performimces,  such  as  our  weakness  can  produce, 
are  acceptable,  any  honest  endeavours  do  receive  counte- 
nance and  encouragement ;  and  that,'  as  St.  Peter  observed, 
in  every  nation  he  thatjeareth  God,  and  worTceth  righteous*  -*«•»  «.  S&r 
ness,  is  accepted  by  him ;  although  his  fear  of  God  be  not 
so  intense,  or  pure ;  his  righteousness  not  so  exact  and  un- 
blameable,  as  according  to  extremity  of  law  and  duty,  they 
should  be.  From  which  covenant  so  far  is  any  man,  ac- 
cording to  God's  intention  and  desire,  from  being  excluded^ 
that  a]l  men  are  seriously  invited^  vehemently  exhorted^ 
earnestly  entreated  to  enter  into  it,  and  to  partake  the  be^ 
nefits  exhibited  thereby.  Every  man  who  feekth  himself 
to  want  those  benefits,  and  is  desirous  of  mercy  and  ease 
from  the  guilt  and  burden  of  his  «ns,  may  come  and  wel- 

^  Quo  dicto  ostenditur  nullum  hominem  secundum  nataram  esse  poUulura, 
led  oqualiter  omnej  ad  Cliristi  Evangelium  piovocari.  Hier,  ad  Aug,  BpitU 
11. 
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SCRXf .  CDn>e.  fib,  eeery  one  Hmt  ihirstethj  came  ye  to  the  waters  i 
LXXII.  so  the  Evangelical  Ptx^het  proclaims ;  and,  If  any  man 
isa.  iv.  I.  ihkrsteth^  let  him  come  to  me  aitd  dHnky  crieth  our  Lord  ; 
^°*»'^  ^*-  ftad,  Coime  to  me  {dl  ye  ihait  Ofre  ufeary  and  heavy  laden^  and 
Matt.  xL  /  will  give  you  rest^  (Asurs  ^vrtg^  Come  all  to  me :  all  men 
*®'  therefore,  saith  Origen,  who  fiom  the  nature  of  an  do  labour 

amd  are  burdened,  are  called  to  that  rest ;  which  is  with  the 
2  Cor.  V.    Word  of  Godi.)  And,  In  ChrisCe  name^  saith  St.  Paul,  we 
are  ambassadors^  as  tluntgh  God  by  us  tntreateth :  we  pray 
youjbr  Chrisfs  sake^  he  ye  reconciled  to  God ;  the  purport 
of  which  embassy,  together  with  its  extent,  he  otherwhere 
thus  expresseth,  rwiw  ^mtfotyyiXkii  rdtg  aif^^(t>iro/g  wart  vravra^ti  fjA^ 
raMi?P,  He  now  proclaimeth  to  all  men  every  where  that  they 
&hould  repent ;  he  consequently  holds  forth  to  all  the  bene- 
fits annexed  to  repentance.    But  of  this  we  spake  formerly* 
4.  Our  Lord  Jesus  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men^  as  having 
£  h  ii.  1.  po^chased  and  procured  for  them  competent  aids,  whereby 
Coios.  ii.13.  they  are  enabled  to  perform  the  conditions  required  of  them 
14 "i*"''    in  order  to  their  salvation;  to  acquire  a  sufficient  knowledge 
Eph.  V.  8.  of  their  duty,  to  subdue  their  bad  inclinations  and  lusts,  to 
2  Pet  L 19^  withstand  temptations ;  or  briefly,  whereby  they  are  enabled 
&«•  sincerely  to  repent  of  their  sins,  and  acceptably  to  perform 

•Olfl-Jri*;- their  due  obedience.    The  truth  of  this  point,  taking  in  the 
^xt»txs9^  consideration  of  man's  natural  state,  may  by  good  consequence 
a^^MMs     be  inferred  from  the  truth  of  the  points  foregoing.    If  men 
^lax  TvT.  ^^^  naturally  so  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  so  enslaved  and 
Diss.  22.     sold  under  sin ;  so  very  prone  to  evil,  and  averse  to  good ; 
so  datk  and  blind,  that  they  cannot  well  discern  what  they 
should  do ;  so  corrupt  and  weak,  that  they  cannot  perform 
what  they  know  and  confess  to  be  good,  (as  St.  Paul  affirm- 
eth  men  to  be,)  and  consequently  are  of  themselves  indispos- 
ed to  perform  the  duties  acceptable  to  God  1^,  and  requisite 

K»tXwMr»i  iri  rh  ira^m,  rS  X«yy  tov  Q>tw  AfAvmvttv,     Orig,  in  Celt,  3. 

k  Si  Deus  fion  operatur  in  nobis,  nuUiiu  poesumiu  esse  paiticipes  virtutii ; 
nne  hoc  qaippe  bono  nihil  e«t  bonum,  sine  hac  luce  nihil  est  lucidum,  sine 
fa9C  ispiendk  nihil  lanum,  tine  hac  justida  nihil  rectuhi.    De  Voe,  Gent.  i.  8. 
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by  bis  iqppoiatment  toward  their  saliratioii,  thai  either  our  SfiRM. 
Lord  hath  provided  for  them  a  communicatioii  of  grace  sufc  LXXII. 
ficient  to  countervail  or  surmount  that  natural  impotency^ot 
all  his  designs  for  their  good  are  imperfect  cnt  inconustent, 
(aiming  at  an  end,  withput  proving  requisite  means  or  re- 
moving necessary  obstructions,)   and   his   performanoes, 
whereby  the  forementioned  benefits  were  procured,  do  prove 
ineffectual  and  fruitless.     For  Grod  being  appeased^  and  be>\ 
come  well-^ected  to  man^s  salvation,  divine  justice  being  | 
satisfied,  the  rigour  of  law  being  mitigated,  repentance  being 
made  avidlable,  and  an  obedience,  agreeable  to  man^s  frailty, 
becoming  acceptable,  with  all  other  the  immediate  results 
of  our  Saviour's  transactions  for  man,  would  signify  nothing 
in  regard  to  him,  who  still  lieth  under  a  necessity  of  sinning, 
or  an  inability  of  performing  that  which  is  indispensably 
exacted  from  him  toward  a  cc»aaplete  enjoyment  of  those  be- 
nefits and  favours.     In  vain  is  the  debt  paid,  and  the  bond 
cancelled,  and  the  prison  set  open,  and  liberty  proclaimed/ 
and  the  prisoner  called  forth,  if  he  be  not  himself  able 
to  knock  ofi'  the  fetters  which  detain  him,  and  there  is  no 
help  afibrded,  by  which  he  may  do  it     But  our  Lord 
hath   surely  laid  his  designs  more  advisedly,  and  hath 
prosecuted  his  work  more  perfectly.     Wherefore  we  may 
suppose  that  a  competency  of  grace  and  spiritual  as^stanoe 
is  by  virtue  of  our  Saviour's  performances  really  imparted 
to  every  man,  qualifying  him  to  do  what  God  requires, 
and  is  ready  to  accept  from  him  in  order  to  his  welfare ; 
that  our  Saviour  hath  sent  abroad  his  Holy  Spirit,  (that 
fountain  of  all  true  goodness,  of  all  spiritual  light,  strength, 
and  comfort,)  like  the  sun,  to  shine,  to  warm,  to  dispense 
benign  influences^  over  the  world ;  although  it  shineth  not 
so  brightly  and  vigorously,  and  its  jHresence  is  not  so  visible 
and  sensible  in  one  place  as  another ;  which  Holy  Spirit, 
as  it  is  in  its  essence  omnipresent,  so  it  is  likewise  in  its  T$7t  tZfitih 
energy  incessantly  working  (in  reasonable  measure,  right  ZT^^x^ 
manner,  and  fit  seasons,  as  wisdom  ordereth)  upon  the«'e^'/^' 
minds  and  affections  of  men,  infusing  good  thoughts  and  Ji^  XfJH^' 
motions,  impressing  arguments  and  motives  to  good  prac*^^*""^*!?- 

p.  523. 
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SERM.  tice,  cherishing  and  promoting  good  purposes,  checking 
i^XXir.  tiad  dengns,  restxaining  and  reclainung  from  bad  courses. 
Our  reason,  however  aided  by  exterior  instruction  and  ex- 
citement, being  unable  to  deal  with  those  mighty  temptit- 
tions,  oppositions,  and  discouragements  we  are  to  encounter 
with,  he  hath  given  us  a  wise  and  powerful  Spirit,  to  guide 
and  advise  us,  to  excite  and  encourage  us,  to  relieve  and 
succour  us  in  all  our  religious  practice  and  spiritual  warfare. 
So  that  all  deliverance  from  the  prevalency  of  temptation 
and  sin  we  owe  to  his  grace  and  assistance.     That  to  these 
purposes  the  Holy  Spirit  is  plentifully  conferred  upon  all 
Joel  ii.  28.  the  visible  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  we  have  plain- 
Acu  II.     .  jy  jg^.in|.g^  jjjj  Scripture ;  it  was  a  promise  concerning  the 
evangelical  times,  that  God  would  pour  forth  his  Spirit 
upon  all  flesh ;  the  collation  thereof  is  a  main  part  of  the 
Jer.  xxxL    evangelical  covenant,   (into  a  participation  of  whidi  every 
fezek.  xi.    Christian  is  admitted,)  it  being  the  finger  of  God,  whereby 
If-  <7od's  law  is  impressed  upon  their  inward  parts,  and  en-^ 

11.  graven  m  their  hearts,  (as  the  prophets  descnbe  the  enects 

2  Cor.  ill.    ^£  jj^jg  covenant.)     And  the  end  of  our  Saviour^s  passion  is 
Gal.  iii.  14.  by  St.  Paul  declared  to  be,  that  the  bUnsing  of  Abraham 
might  came  unto  the  GerUUeSj  through  Jesus  Christy  that 
we  might  receive  the  promise  of  the  Spirit  byjaith ;  that  is, 
that  becoming  Christians  we  might  partake  thereof.     And 
the  apostolical  ministry  (that  is,  preaching  the  Gospel,  and 
t  Cor.  iii.    dispensing,  the  privileges  thereof)  is  therefore  styled,  ^0x0^ 
Heb.  vi.  4»  r6a  vvs'jfjMrofj  the  ministry  of  the  Spirit »    And  the  tasting  of 
^  the  heavenly  gjfi^  and  partaking  the  Holy  Ghost ^  is,  accord- 

'       ing  to  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews,  part  of  the  character  of 
2Thess.iL  ^  visible  Christian  j  (such  a  Christian,  who  might  ^raeavrai^^^ 
Jail  away^  as  he  supposeth,  and  recrucify  the  Lord^  and  eae^ 
pose  him  to  shame :)  and  St.  Peter  makes  reception  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  be  a  concomitant  ot  consequent  of  bap- 
Acts  ii.  38.tjsni .  gepenty  saith  be,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you, 
in  tJie  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and 
ye  slioJl  receive  the  gift  of  the  Hdy  Ghost ;  for  the  promise 
£ph.  i.  13.  (or  that  promise  of  tlie  Spirit,  which  is  called  the  Spirit  of 
promise  peculiar  to  the  Gospel)  is  unto  you,  and  to  your 
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fBfhUdren^  a/nd  to  all  thai  are  afar  qff\  even  as  numy  as  ike  SERM« 
Lard  our  God  shall  caU:  (that  isj  the  Holy  Spirit  is  pro- LXXIK 
mised  to  all)  how  far  distant  soever  in  time  or  place,  who 
shall  be  invited  unto,  and  shall  embrace  Christianity ;)  and 
accordingly,  St  Paul  saith  of  Christians,  that  God  accordingTit  iii  h* 
to  his  mercy  hath  saved  uSj  by  the  lover  rf  regeneration^  amd 
renewing  <^ike  Holy  Ghost,    And,  Know  ye  not,  saith  he  to  i  Cor.  iiL 
the  Corinthian^)  thai  ye  are  i/ie  temple  of  God ;  and  that  ihe^^' 
Spirit  of  God  dweUeth  inyouf  (that  is;  Do  ye  not  understand 
this  to  be  a  common  property  and  privilege  of  Christians; 
such  as  ye  profess  yourselves  to  be  P)     And  the  union  of  all 
Christians  into  pne  body  doth,  according  to  St.  Paul,  result  1  Cdr.  iii 
from  this  one  Spirit,  as  a  common  so^l  imparted  to  them  all,  ^ 
inanitnating  and  actuating  the  whole  body;  and  every  mem- 
ber thereof     For  by  one  Spirit  we  are  uU  baptized  into  one 
body,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  bond  or  free,  and 
have  been  aU  made  to  drink  of  one  Spirit.    And  it  bath  been 
the  doctrine  constantly  with  general  consent  delivered  in  and 
by  the  Cktholid  churchy  that  to  all  persons,  by  the  holy  mys- 
tery of  baptism  duly  initiate  into  Christianity,  and  admit, 
ted  into  the  communion  of  Christ^s  bbdy,  the  grace  of  the  Hp^ 
ly  Sprit  is  eommunicatcid^  enabling  them  to  perform  the 
conditions  of  pi^ty  and  virtue  which  they  undertake ;  and 
continually  watdhing  over  them   for  accomplishment   of 
those  purposes ;  which  Spirit  they  are  admonished  not  toEpi1.i7.te* 
resist^  to  abuse,  to  grieve,  to  quench ;  but  to  use  it  well,  J  ^'*  *"• 
and  improve  its  grace  to  the  working  out  their  salvation.  Pbfl.  it  is. 
Thus  much  concerning  the  result  of  our  Saviour's  per* 
formances,  in  this  kind$  in  respect  to  the  community  of 
Christians,  we  learn  from  the  holy  Scripture  and  eccle- 
siastical tradition  interpreting  it ;  whence  we  may  discern^ 
that  the  communications  of  grace    do    not   always   flow 
from  any  special  love  or  absolute  decree  concerning  meli, 
but  do  Commonly  proceed  ftom  the  general  kindness  and 
mercy  of  God,  by  our  Lord  procured  for  nlankind ;  and 
consequently  we  may  thence  collect,    that  somewhat  of 
this  nature  is  to  the  same  purpose,  from  the  same  source^ 
and  upon  the  same  account,  also  granted  and  dispensed 
VOL.  in,  €  c 
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SERM.  toothers.    Unto  Christians  indeed  this  great  benefit  (for  the 
LXXII.  reward,  the  encouragement,  the  support  of  th^  faidi ;  and 
ibr  promoting  their  obedience,  who  are  in  a  nearer  capacity* 
and  more  immediate  tendency  to  salvation)  is  in  a  more  pien- 
tifid  measure,  and  a  more  consfncuous  manner  dispensed ; 
but  that,  besides  that  dispensation,  there  have  be^  other 
(not  so  phiinly  signified^  or  expressly  promised,  yet  really  im- 
parted) communications  of  grace,  in  virtue  of  our  SaviourV 
Eph.  il  a  merits,  there  are  (beside  the  main  reason  alleged,  inferring  it 
l^okeuiv.  ^™  ^^  Lord^s  being  the  Saviour  of  all  men)  divers  good' 
*^     .   inducements  to  believe.    Pot  even  those  Christians,  4o  whom 
IT.     ^^  upon  their  faith  the  Holy  Spirit  is  promised  and  bestowed, 
l^  ***•    are  by  previous  operations  of  God's  grace  (opening  tlieir 
1  Cot.  ziL  minds,  inclining  their  heart,  and  tempering  their  affections^ 
^  induced  to  embrace  Christianity,  faith  itself  being  a  gift  oP 

God,  and  a  fruit  of  the  Holy  Spirit  And  before  our  Savi- 
our'*s  coming  all  good  men  have  thereby  been  instructed  and 
enabled  to  do  well,  l  And  b^f^eany  special  revelation  made, 
or  any  particular  covenant  enacted,  (before  the  inclosure  oF 
a  particular  people  or  church,  the  confinement  of  God^s  ex- 
traordinary presence  and  providence  to  one  plaoe>)  divine 
grac^  appears  diffused  over  several  nations,  being  wotdiful^ 
in  guiding  and  moving  men  to  good,  and  withdrawing  thenv 
from  evil ;  nather  is  there  reason  why  such  an  appropria- 
tion of  spedal  graces  and  blesangs  (upon  special  reasonsy 
unto  some  should  be  conceived  to  limit  or  contract  GodV 
general  favour,  or  to  withdraw  his  ordinary  graces  from 
Eph.  il  4)  others.  God  surely  (who  is  rXjvov^  h  ikta^  rich  in  mercy  ; 
yea,  hath  bnfidyj^la  ff-Xmv  xo^tloQ,  excessive  riches  qf 
grace)  is  not  so  poor  or  pardmonious,  that  being  liberal 
to  some  should  render  him  sparing  toward  others  "> ;  his 


^  £x  quo  peRpcmun  fit  natmm  onu^buf  ioene  Dei  nodtiMn,  nee  < 
quim  ane  Christo  iiMci*  et  non  habere  aemimi  in  le  npioitiae,  jutttuas  nli* 
<|inrainque  viiiiituin.  Unde  mvlii  absque  fide,  et  Evangelio  Chruii  vel  m- 
pientcr  fiidunt  aUqaa  vd  tancte,  &c.    HUr,  in  GoioL  i. 

"»  Secundum  Seriptniam  cndhuua  et  pilirinie  confitemw*  quod  nunquam 
miivenilati  honinum  divhw  proyidenliB  cum  deAierit  Qmn  lioet  euccp- 
tum  tibi  populum  spedalibus  ad  pielalani  diiezetit  intititiuii,  nulU  tamen  na. 
tioni  iKNninttm  boniuitis  worn  dona  lubtiaxit,  &c    1}t  Vocat,  Gent  I  5. 
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grace  is  not  like  the  se^  which  if  it  overflow  upon  one  SERM. 
shore,  must  therefore  Retire  from  another  ;  if  it  grow  deep  LXXlI. 
in  one  place,  must  become  shallower  in  anodier.      Is  iheMk,v.7. 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  siraitenedt  it  is  a  question  in  Micah ; 
and,  Is  my  hand  shortened  at  aU^  that  it  cannot  redeem  f  hUn.12. 
another  question  in  Isaiah :  No;  The  Lord^s  hand  is  not  shof-^^  ^* 
iened^  that  it  cannot  save ;  nor  his  ear  heavy,  thai  it  can- 
not hear ;  at  any  time,  in  any  place ;  he  is  no  less  able,  no 
less  ready  than  he  ever  was,  to  afford  help  to  his  poor  crea- 
tures, wherever  it  is  needful  or  opportune.     As  there  was  df  Gen.  n.  S. 
old  an  Abimelech  among  the  Philisdnes,  whom  God  by  sp©.  "^  *• 
cial  warning,  deterred  from  commission  of  sin;  a  divine  Mel- 
chisedeck  among  the  Canaanites;  a  discreet  and  honest  Jc^ 
thro  in  Midian;  a  very  religious  and  virtuous  Job  in  Ara-EzocLxtilL 
bia ;  who  by  complying  with  God'^s  grace,  cBd  evidence  the 
commmunication  thereof  in  several  nations ;  so  it  is  not  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  the  hke  cause  now,  although  we  can- 
not  by  like  attestation  certify  concerning  the  pardcular  effecti^ 
thereof.  We  may  at  least  cfiscem  and  shew  very  conspicuoui  'Km^  imtrh 
footsteps  of  divine  grace,  working  in  part,  and  producing  no  ^^  if,x»^ 
despicable  firuits  of  moral  virtue,  (of  justice  and  honesty,  tern-  ^*»  «^  ^* 
perance  and  sobriety,  benignity  and  bounty,  courage  aadchmijUat. 
constancy  in  worthy  enterprises,  meekness,  patience,  modest 
ty,  prudence,  and  discretion,  yea,  of  piety  and  devotion  in 
some  manner,)  even  among  Pagans,  which  if  we  do  not  allow 
to  have  been  in  all  respects  so  complete,  as  to  instate  the  per- 
sons  endued  with  them,  or  practisers  of  them,  in  Grof^  fa. 
vour,  or  to  bring  them  to  salvation  n  ;  yet  those  qualities 
and  actions  (in  degree,  or  in  matter  at  least,  so  good  and 
so  conformable  to  God's  law)  we  can  hardly  deny  to  have 
been  the  gifts  of  God,   and  the  effects  of  divine  grace ; 
they  at  least  themselves  acknowledged  so  much;  for.  Nulla 

■  Mortalem  TiUm  honeitare  possont,  sBternam  confezre  mm  poBtont    Protm 

per  in  CoOat.  cap.  26. 

^rod«ne  td  nlatan.    Aug,  Proiper^  Fuigeia,  j-c.^ 

Kemo  lit  magnus  tine  aliqiio  afflatu  divino  unquam  fuit     Cic.  de  NaL 

t>gorum  ii.  tub  fin. 
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SERM.  sine  Deo  mens  bona  est,  Ko  mind  is  good  wUJunU  God,  ssSd 
LXXIf.  Seneca  o;    and,    ei/^    fioigif   fotiwou    vafftyrffofimf^    n    ofc^ 
Jff  'fa^twraiy   Virtue  appears  to  proceed  Jrom  a  dimne  dis- 
pensation to  iheni  who  partake  of  it,  said  Socrates  P ;  and, 

ri)y  iexariff  fia)^fi^a»  xoQ^tfifuefuifeu,  Hevrou  l^imv/wAu  But  juU 
^XX^rre^  r3(  kri  rcb  ^rtffi  nib  x^shra  ^o^g  xai  y^v^or/itt^ 
The  best  naiured  souls  being  constituted  in  the  middle  be^ 
tween  the  highest  virtue  and  extreme  wickedness,  do  need 
God  to  be  their  succourer  and  assistant  in  the  inclining  and 
leading  them  to  the  better  side  ;  smth  Max.  Tyr.  xxii.  Sl 
Austin  himself,  who  seems  the  least  favourable  in  his  judg- 
ment concerning  their  actions  and  state,  who  calls  their 
virtues  but  images  and  shadows  of  virtue  (non  veras,  sed 
verisimiles)  splendid  sins;  acknowledges  those  virtuous 
^Dei  do-  dispositions  and  deeds  to  be  the  gifts  of  God,  to  be  lauda- 
JJ^jj^J^  bles,  to  procure  some  reward,  to  avail  so  far,  that  they,  be- 
cause of  them,  shall  receive  a  more  tolerable  and  mild  treat- 
mentfrom  divine  justige;  which  things  considered,  sudi 
persons  do  at  least,  by  virtue  of  grace  imparted  to  them,  q 
obtain  some  part  of  salvation,  or  an  imperfect  kind  of  sal- 
vation, which  they  owe  to  our  Lordy  and  in  regard  wher&. 
to  he  may  be  cfdled  in  a  sort  their  Saviour. 

But  although  the  torrent  of  natural  pravity  hath  pre- 
vailed so  far,  as  that  we  cannot  assign  or  nominate  any 
(among  those  who  have  lived  out  of  the  pale)  who  cer- 
tainly or  probably  have  obtained  salvation,  yet  doth  it 
not  follow  thence,  that  a  suMcient  grace  was  wanting  to 
them.  The  most  universal  practice  contrary  to  the  intents 
of  grace  doth  not  evince  a  defect  of  grace.  For  we  see 
that  the  same  cause  hath  in  a  manner  universally  overborne 

•  Sen.Ep.  73. 

— jQiuB  ieamdum  jiistitb5  regulam  non  tolom  yitupenre  non  poBsmnos, 
■ed  etiam  merlto  recteque  Imidamufi    Aug,  dg  Sphr,  et  Lit,  dip.  2t. 

P  Plat  Menon.  ad  finem. 

4  Tdteabflint  pnniuhtur.  Mhius  Fabriciiu  quam  Catflina  punietur,  &c. 
— aon  Tcias  tiitutes  habendo,  sod  a  verii  virtatibus  non  pluiimuoi  dcviaDdOi 
Aug, 


asserted  and  explained,  ^89 

and  defeated  other  means  and  methods  designed  and  dispen-  SERM. 
sed  by  God  for  the  instruction  and  emendation  of  mankind.   ^^^^^; 
God^s  Spirit  did  long  strive  with  the  inhabitants  of  theoouTLS. 
dd  world:  yet  no  more  than  one  family  was  bettered  or  J^*^  ^ 
saved  thereby.     Grod  by  his  good  Spirit  instructed  the  Is- 
raelites  in  the  wilderness,  as  Nehemiah  sidth,  yet  no  moreN«fc.ix.«a 
than  two  persons  did  get  into  Canaan :  that  people  after- 
ward had  afforded  to  them  great  advantages  of   know- 
ledge and  excitements  to  piety,  (so  that  God  intimates,  that 
he  could  not  have  done  more  for  them,  in  that  regard,  than 
he  had  done.)  Yet,  There  is  none  that  understandeth,  or  seek-  JfV^** 
eth  after  God,  was  a  compliant  in  the  best  times.     The  Pa- 
gans had  the  means  of  knowing  GkxJ,  as  St.  Paul  affirm-Bmn.  i.21* 
eth,  yet  generally  they  grew  vain  in  their  imaginations, 
and  their  foolish  heart  was  darkened;  from  which  like 
cases  and  examples  we  may  infer,  that  divine  grace  might 
be  really  imparted,  although  no  efiect  correspondent  to  its 
main  design  were  produced.     Neither,  because  we  canilot 
allege  any  evident  instances  of  persons  converted  or  saved 
by  virtue  of  this  grace,  (this  parcior  occvUAorqae  groHa, 
more  sparing  and  secret  grizce^  as  the  good  writer  die  Vocar 
tione  Gentium  calls  it]|  are  we  forced  to  grant  there  were 
none  such ;  but  as  in  Israel  when  Elias  said,  the  children 
of  Israel  have  forsaken  GoSs  covenant^  thrown  down  his  I  King* 
akarSf  and  slain  his  prophets  with  the  sword  ;  and  I,  lonb/       ^    * 
am  kfi;    there  were  yet  in  Israel,  living  closely,  seven 
thousand  knees,  who  Jiad  not  bowed  to  Baal :  so  among  the 
generations  of  men,  commonly  oversown  with  ignorance 
and  impiety,  there  might,  for  all  that  we  can  know,  be 
divers  persons  indiscernible  to  common    view,    who,  by 
complying  with  the  influences  of  God^s  grace,  haVe  ob« 
tained  competently  to  know  God,  and  to  reverence  him ; 
ancerely  to  \ove  goodness,  and  hate  wickedness ;  with  an 
honest  heart,  to  observe  the  laws  of  reason  and  righteous- 
^    ncss,  in  such  a  manner  and  degree  which  God  might  ac- 
cept ;  so  that  the  grace  afforded  might  not  only  sufficere 
omnibus  in  testimonium,  (suffice  to  convince  all  men,)  but 
qtiibusdavi  in  remedium,  (to  correct  and  cure  stme,)  as  th^^ 

c  c  3 
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SfEBM.  writer  de  Voe.  Gent,  speaks.    The  cannderatioii  of  GodV 
LXXIL  mature  and  providence  doth  serve  farthtf  tQ  persuade  the 

PnL  air.  truth  of  this  assertion,  If  Grod  be  rich  in  merof  and  botin- 
tj  toward  all  his  creatures,  as  such,  (and  sudi  he  firequently 
asserts  himself  to  be,)  if  he  be  all-present  and  all-profvident, 
as  he  certainly  is,  bow  can  ive  conceive  him  to  stand  as  aa 
unconcerned  spectator  of  what  men  do,  in  affairs  of  this  con- 
sequence? That  he  should  be  pesent  beholding  men  to 
nm  precipitantly  into  desperate  mischiefs  and  miscarriagfs, 
without  offering  to  Qtay  or  obstruct  them*;  struggling  with 
their  vices  and  follies,  without  affording  them  any  relief  or 
furtherance ;  assaulted  by  strong  temptations,  without  yield- 
ing any  support  or  succour;  panting  ailer  rest  and  ease, 
without  vouchsafing  some  guidance  and  assistance  toward 
the  ol^taining  them  ?  How  can  he  see  men  luvincibly  enrw 
v^  and  inevitably  tunning,  without  making  good  what  th«t 

Piia.nc?.s.P6almist  saysof  him:  Good  and  upright  is  the  Jjord^  there- 
Jbre  win  he  teach  sinnera  in  the  way ;  to  withhold  his  grace, 
in  such  cases,  seemeth  inconsistent  with  the  kind  and  com- 
passionate nature  of  God,  especially  such  as  now  it  stands, 
being  reconciled  to  mankind,  by  the  Mediator  of  God  and 
i^en^  Chfift  Jesus.  He  also,  that  is  so  bountiful  and  in- 
dulgent toward  all  men  in  regard  to  their  bodies  and  tem- 

Pfla.Gui.4.poral  state;  who  preseroeOi  their  l^  from  destruction^ 
who  prptecteth  them  continually  from  danger  and  mis- 

cdT.  IS.     chief;  who  openeth  his  hand,  and  satisfieth  the  desires  iff: 

CVU.9.  every  living  thing ;  who  satisfieth  the  longing  souly  oM 
^fiUeth  the  lyungry  soul  with  goodness ;  who,  as  St.  Paul 

Acu  ST.  speaketh,  jf^&A  mefi^s  hearts  with  food  and  gladness  ;  is  it 
likely  that  he  should  altogether  neglect  their  spiritual  wel- 
fare, and  leave  their  souls  utterly  destitute  of  all  sustenance 
or  comfort ;  that  he  should  suffer  them  to  lie  fatally  ex-. 
posed  to  eternal  death  and  ruin,  without  offering  any  means 
of  redress  or  recovery  ?  To  conceive  so  of  God,  seemed  very 
unreasonable  even  to  a  Pagan  philosopher :  Do  you  thinky 

Max.  Tyr.  saith  Max.  Tyrius,  that  divination,  poetry,  aiiA  such  like 

Dus.  22.  tfiifigg^  are  by  divine  inspiration  insinuated  into  mefis  souls, 
and  that  virtue  (so  much  better,  and  so  much  rarer  a  thing) 
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it%hew&i^i^niorUiartt^YQuhafoeJbr90othawor^CQ^  SEftlT. 
akt  ^  Qoif  who  take  him  to  be  liberal  in  batomng  mean  LXXII. 
Oit^,  mi^paring^bMtr  Mnge.    He  that,  as  St  Pa«ilActe»viL 
mkih,  gmtlhtoaUmei^lifby  brecA,  amd aU  things,  i^SH  }ut^^ 
npibdd  from  any  that  best  of  gifts,  wd  ttost  worthy  of 
)dHi  to  give,  that  grace  whereby  be  may  be  dble  to  serve 
hkn,  to  praise  hiBi,  to  glorify  hkn,  yea^  to  pkase  and  gra- 
'  tify  him ;  to  awre  a  creature  and  subject  of  his ;  the  thiqg 
v^reinbe  so  much  delightetfa  ?  From  henoe  also^  that  Crod  ^(^  ^^• 
hadi  Towchsafcd  geneEat  testimonies  of  his  goodness,  in-K«i^.ii9* 
ducements  to  seek  him,  fixjteteps  whereby  he  may  be  d|s*^  ^^ 
epvered  and  known,  a  light  of  reason  and  law  of  nature 
written  upon  men^s  hearts ;  attended  with  satis£Ktions,  and 
ishedcs  of  ooiMience ;'  so  many  dispositions  to  knowledge 
'and  obedience,  as  St.  Bsul  (eacheth  us;  we  may  collect 
that  he  is  not  dcfficient  in  ootnmunicating  interior  ayistanoes^ 
promodng  the  ^eed  use  and  improvement  of  those  talents ; 
for  that  otherwise  die  foesto>vin^  them  is  fnistruieous  an4 
useless ;  being  ab)e  to  produce  no  good  effect;  yea,  it  ra- 
dier  is  an  aif^ument  of  udcindness,  being  apt  only  to  pn>- 
duce  an  ill  efRMst  in  those  upon  whom  it  is  conferred ;  an    • 
aggravation  of  nn^  an  accumulation  cf  guilt  and  wrath  up- 
on them. 

If  it  be  Sidd,  that  having  sudi  grace  is  inconsistent  with 
die  want  of  an  ^xjdiett  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  of  faith 
in  him;  why  tnn;j  not  we  «ay,  that  i^  probably  (so  St 
Chrysostom,  oJdL  Jfo^i^.  App.  I.)  most  good  people  be- 
fore our  Lord^i  iximing  received  grace  without  any  such 
knowledgje  or  fiuth ;  that  as  to  idiots  and  infants,  our  Sa- 
viour^s  meritorious  performances  are  applied  (in  a  manner 
unknowable  by  us)  without  so  much  as  a  capacity  to 
know  or  believe  any  thing ;  that  so  we  (to  whom  God'ii 
judgments  are  inscrutable,  and  his  ways  uninyestigabie)  Rob.  ]^ 
know  not  how  grace  may  be  communicated  unto,  apd^ 
Chrises  merits  may  avail  for  other  ignorant  persons?  in 
respect  to  whom  wc  may  apply  that  -of  St.  John  \   The  John  t  5. 

Mitm^fiiw,  *^u  ^  ret  «^s/rlw  «r#^«y. 
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SERM.  Ughi  Mhineih  in  darknessj  and  the  darkness  comprehended 
LXXII.  i(  fi^^     However,  that  such  persons  may  have  a  grace  ca^. 
pacifying  them  to  arrive  to  that  knowledge  and  faitb^  to 
which  fuller  communications  of  grace  are  promised;   so 
that  in  reasonable  esteem  (as  we  shall  presently  shew)  the 
revelation  of  evangelical  truth,  and  the  ^ft  of  faith,  may 
be  supposed  to  be  conferred  upon  all  men-— so  that  we  may 
Rev. liLsa apply  to  them  that  in  the  Revelation;  Behold,  J sta/adat 
^Ijfw-^  door  and  knock ;  tf  any  man  will  hear  vny  voitef  and 
xvn  kfuf,^  open  the  door,  I  witt  come  in  unio  him,  and  sup  wHih  Aim, 
j^ix.4i.afu2  he  with  me;  (that  is.  Behold,  I  allure  every  man  to  the 
XV.  28.       knowledge  aad  embracing  of  Chnstianity ;  if  any  man  will 
open  his  mind  and  heart,  so  as  to  comply  with  my  solici- 
tationsy  I  am  ready  to  bestow  upon  him  the  participation 
of  evangelical  mercies  and  blessings :)  and  to  such  persons 
Luke  iL     those  promises  and  rules  in  the  Grospel  may  appertain ;  ^t 
^^'  ^^      that  asketh  receiveth  i  he  thai  seskeihfndeth;  to  him  thai 
knooketh  it  shall  be  opened:  The  heavenly  Father  wUlgive 
Luke  jdz.   the  Hclljf  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him.    He  that  is  h  iP^x'^^ 
^^'  mhfy  (faithfid  in  the  use  of  the  least  grace,)  shall  be  re- 

Luke  ziz.  warded.   And,  To  him  that  hath  (or  that  diligently  k^peth 
'^  and  husbandeth  what  he  hath)  shall  mare  be  given. 

And  how  Grod  sometimes  dealeth  with  such  persons  the 
^inept  instances  of  St.  Paul  and  Cornelius  do  shew.  But 
oonoeming  thia  jpoint  I  spake  somewhat  before,  and  have 
perhaps  been  too  large  now ;  I  shall  only  add  that  paying 
of  the  wise  writer  de  Voa  Gen.  A  pious  nUnd,  saith  he^ 
should  not,  I  think,  be  troubled  at  tiuU  question^  which  is 
fnade  concerning  the  amversiov>  of  aU,  ornotaO  men ;  if 
we  wiU  not  obscure  those  things  which  are  dear,  by  those 
things  which  are  secret ;  and  ^hile  we  watntonly  insist  upo^ 
things  s/iui  up,  we  be  not  ewcluded  Jrot^  those  which  are 
open  and  plain  K,  Which  in  effect  is  the  same  ^^ith  this; 
that  ^nce  we  are  plainly  taught,  that  our  Lord  is  the  Sa- 

■  Puto  quod  plus  sensus  non  debeat  in  ea  quaestioDe  tuibari,  quit  de  omnium 
et  non  omnium  hominum  convenione  gcnentur ;  in  ea  que  clara  sunt  nop  de 
his  qus  occulta  sunt  obscurcmus,  et  dnm  procadter  insistimus  dausis  exduda* 
mur  ab  apcrlis,  &c.     Lib.  I  cap,  8. 
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viour  of  all  men ;  and  it  is  consequent  thence,  that  he  hath  8ERM. 
procured  grace  sufficiently  capacifying  all  men  to  obtain  LXXII. 
salvation ;  we  need  not  perplex  the  business^  or  obscure  so  * 

apparent  a  truth,  by  debating  how  that  grace  is  imparted ; 
or  by  labouring  overmuch  in  reconciling  the  dispensation 
thereof  with  other  dispensatimiB  of  Providence, 
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THE  DOCTRINE  OF  UNIVERSAL  REDEA^PTION 
ASSERTED  AND  EXPLAINED. 


1  Tim.  iv.  10. 

■  i;^    The  living,  God ;  who  is  the  Saviour  rfgjil  men^ 
espe^iaUy  of  those  that  believe. 

SERM.  5.  JjBSVs  18  the  Sivpiour  qf  aU  men^  as  the  conductor  of  all 
jLXXlll.m^P  j^tjj  i^jd  through  the  way  of  salvation.     It  is  a  very 
proper  title,  and  post  due  to  those  brave  captains,  who 
by  their  wisdom  and  valour  have  freed  their  country 
from  straits  and  oppresttons.     So  were  those  judges  and 
princes,  who  anciently  delivered  Israel  from  their  enemies, 
Ndi. is. 27. commonly  styled:  In  the  time  of  their  iroubUe^  say  the 
Xievites  in  Nehem\ah,  when  they  cried  tinio  thee^  thou 
heardest  themjrom  heaven ;  and^  accordinff  to  thy  manifold 
mercies,  thou  gavest  them  Saviour^,  who  saved  them  out  of 
Judg.  iu.  9»  ifie  hand  of  the  enemy ;  so  are  Othniel  and  Ehud  particu- 
Acts  viL3&  -^^y  called ;  and  Moses  signally :  The  same,  suth  St.  Ste- 
phen of  him,  dkd  God  send  to  be  e^ovra  xaf  Xur^0»«i)v,  a 
Commander  and  a  Saviour  (or  Redeemer)  to  the  children 
cf  Israd ;  for  that  he  by  n  worthy  and  happy  conduct 
did  free  them  from  the  Egyptian  slavery.    And  thus  was 
Demetrius  by  the  Athenians  (for  his  delivering  them  firom 
the  Macedonian  subjection,  and  restoring  their  Uberty  to 
them)  entitled,  euf^rq^  xod  ewi^j  a  benefaeUir  and  saviour. 
Thus  with  greatest  reason  is  Jesus  so  called,  as  being  o^;^. 
Heli.iL  10.  7^  ^«  ^urriiict;,  the  Captain  of  Salvation,  (so  he  is  called  by 
Acu  in.  15.  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews,)  i^^yk  ^«5»f,  {the  Captain  of 
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lAfe^  as  St.  Peter  names  him,  the  chief  Leader  unto  e^rnai  SBEUL 
life,)  i^fxS^  ^anug^  (the  Captain  of  our  Faith ;  he  thatLXXIIL 
bath  revealed  that  saving  doctrine,  which  is  the  power  of  h^^^TST. 
Gbd  to  salvation :)  and  these  titles  we  have  c(»ijoined  by  Bom.  1 16.' 
St.  Peter  in  the  Acts ;  Him  hath  God  ecpaUedy  <if;^^  xo/  Acts  ▼.  31* 
Cdirriftiy  as  a  Captain  and  a  SaviouTy  to  give  repentance  un^ 
to  Israely  an4  remission  of  sins.     This  he  is  tp  us  several 
waysi  by  direction  both  instructive  and  exemplary ;  by  his 
protection  and  governance ;  by  his  mating  and  quelling  the 
enemies  of  man^s  salvation ;  which  things  more  sf^ally  and- 
completely  he  hath  performed  in  respect  to  faithful  Chris- 
tianS|  yet  in  a  manner  also  he  hath  truly  done  them  for  9f^d 
toward  all  men ;  as  we  shall  distinctly  consider. 

6.  Jesus  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men^  we  say,  as  having 
perfectly  discovered  and  demonstrated  the  way  and  means  • 
of  salvation;  the  gracious  purposes  of  God  concernioji^  it; 
the  duties  required  by  Grod  in  ordei^  to  it ;  the  great  helps 
and  encouragements  to  seek  it;  the  mighty  determents 
from  neglecting  it ;  the  whole  will  of  Gqd»  and  concern- 
ment of  man  in  relation  thereto;  briefly,  all  saving  truths 
he  bath  revealed  unto  all  men :  mysteries  of  truth,  which  Col.  L  S«. 
were  hidden  from  ages  and  generations^  which  no  fancy  25.™*  '^' 
of  man  could  invent,  no  understanding  could  reach,  no 
reason  could  by  discussion  clear,  (concerning  the  nature, 
providence,  will,  and  purpose  of  God ;  the  nature,  ori- 
ginal, and  state  of  man ;  concerning  the  laws  and  rules  of 
practice,  the  helps  thereto,  the  rewards  thereof,  whatever 
is  important  for  us  to  know  in  order  to  happiness,)  he. 
did  plainly  discover,  and  bring  to  .light ;  he  did  with  va- 
lid sorts  of  demonstration  assert  and  confirm.     The  doing 
which,  (as  having  so  much  efficacy  toward  salvation,  and 
being  ordinarily  so  necessarily  thereto,)  is  often  called  saiv-^ 
ingi  as  particularly  by  St  James;  when  he  saith,  ZTtf  Jantv.sa 
thctt  turns  a  sinner  from  the  error .  of  his  way^  shall  save 
'  a  soul  from  death.    And  by  St.  Paul ;   TaJee  Jieed  to  thy  |  xim.  i^; 
word  and  doctrine  ;fbr  so  doing  thou  shdU  save  thyself  and  ^^ 
thy  Jiearers,     That  our  Lord  hatli  thus  (according  to  his 
design,  and  according  to  reasonable  esteem)  savfd  ail  men,  \  Cor.  is* 

'22. 
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SERM.  ^^  aw  authorised  by  the  holy  Scripture  to  say ;  for  he  is 
LXXIIl.  there  represented  to  be  the  lighi  of  the  world;  the  true  UgfU 
ILoBuid^    ^Aflrf  enUghteiieih  every  man  coming  into  the  world :   the 
day-spring  Jrom  on  high^  which  hath  visited  us,  to  give 
t  Tim.  iiL  light  to  them  that  sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  deathy 
15.      ^    4znc{  to  guide  our  feet  in  the  way  of  peace:    'Rj  him  the 
^m^9,    saving  grctce  of  God  hoih  appeared  unto  att  men.    By  him 
i?!'?  T'   ^^  Isaiah  prophesiedi  and  St  John  the  BapUst  applied  it) 
jMkeh'i9.aU  ^h  did  see  the  salvation  of  God,     Of  him  it  was  also 
iiii'i?'  ^**  foretold,  as  St  Paul  teacheth  us,  I  have  set  thee  for  the 
2  Tim.  i.    light  ofthe  nations  that  thou  shouldest  be  for  salvation  un* 
Luke  iii.  ^.totke  cnds  of  ike  earth.    Coming  he  preached  peace  tfSi  fuxx- 
Acts  xiii.    ^y  ^  ^^  lyy^  Qonge  lateque)  to  them  that  were  faXy  and 
El*.  M- 17.  tfiem  that  were  near^  that  is,  to  all  men  every  where.   While 
Jobaix.5.  I  am  in  the  world,  said  he,  /  am  the  light  of  the  world; 
shining,  like  the  sun,  indifferently  unto  all;  and  when  he 
withdrew  bis  corporal  presence,  he  farther  virtually  diffused 
his  light,  for  he  sent  his  messengers  with  a  genersd  commis- 
sion and  oonunand  to  teach  all  men  concerning  the  benefits 
Mat  xxvui.  procured  for  them,  and  the  duties  required  from  them,  Go- 
1.9*  20-      ing  into  the  world,  make  all  nations  disciples,  teaching  them 
Mark  xv.!.  to  observe  cdl  that  I  commanded  you.    Going  into  the  world, 
^^'  preach  the  Gospel  unto  every  creature,  (or,  to  the  whole  area- 

Luke  xxiv.  tion :  SO  it  ought  to  be.)   Thai  in  his  name  should  be  preach- 
^'  ed  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  unto  aU  nations.    And 

Acts  xxii.   such  was  the  tenor  of  the  apostolical  commisaon;  Thou  shaU 
17.    ' '     be  witness^  him  toward  oil  men,  said  Ananias  to  St  Paul. 
Accordingly,  in  compliance  with  those  orders,  did  the 
Apostles,  in  6od*s  name,  instruct  and  adnionish  all  men, 
plainly  teaching,  seriously  inviting  to,  strongly  persuading, 
and  earnestly  entreating  all  men  to  embrace  the  truth,  and 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  tlie  Gospel,  and  consequently  to  be  sav- 
^ptsxTii.    ed:  The  times  of  ignorance,  saith  St  Paul,  God  having 
winked  at,  doth  now  invite  aU  men  everywhere  to  repent:  and, 
2  Cor.  V.  20.  We  are  ambassadorsfbr  Christ ;  as  though  God  did  beseech 
you  by  us,  ^tpepray  you  in  Chrisfs  stead,  be  reconciled  to 
God — We  pray  you,  you  as  members  of  that  world,  which 
C<a«».  1.28.  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  to  hitasclf;  and.  We  preach 
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Christ  ■■      ujaminff  every  many  arid  teaching  every  man  in  SERM. 
cM  tvisdomf  that  we  may  present  every  Tnan  perfect  in  Christ  LXXIIL 
JesuSfi  (or,  render  every  man  a  good  Christian.)  Thus  was  Acts  ii.  40, 
the  Grospel,  according  to  our  Saviout^s  intent  and  order^ 
preached,  as  St  Paul  saith  of  it,  h  'sraofi  rfi  xri^  rfivwh  rhif 
ou^y^,  in  the  whole  creation  under  heaven ;  thus  did  God  CdL  L  fSi 
shew,  that  he  would  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  comelTmu'ili. 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth ;  whence  our  Lord,  (in  re- 
gard to  the  nature  and  design  of  his  performance  in  this 
kind)  is  the  common  Saviour,  as  the  common  master  of 
truth,  and  enlightener  of  the  world,  and  proclaimer  of  God^s  John  L  18. 
will  to  mankind. 

If  now  it  be  inquired  or  objected ;  why  then  is  not  the 
Gospel  revealed  unto  all  men  ?     How  comes  it  to  pass,  that    ^ 
no  sound  of  this  saving  word,  no  glimpse  of  this  heavenly 
light,  doth  arrive  to  many  nations  ?     How  can  so  general 
and  large  intention  consist  with  so  particular  and  sparing 
execution  ?     What  benefit  can  we  imagine  them  capable 
to  receive  from  this  performance  of  our  Saviour*  who  still  ^jj*^!*  ^J^ 
do  sit  in  total  ignorance  of  the  Gocqpel,  in  darkness,  and 
the  shadow  of  death?    How  can  they  caU  upon  him  mIh«i.x.l4L 
whom  they  believe  not  f    And  how  can  they  believe  in  hiffm 
qfwhom  they  have  not  fieard  f 

To  this  suggestion  I  answer, 

1.  That  God's  intentions  are  not  to  be  interpreted,  nor 
his  performances  estimated  by  events,  depending  on  the  con* 
tingency  of  human  actions5  but  by  his  own  declarations  and  " 
precepts,  together  with  the  ordinary  provision  of  competent 
means,  in  their  own  nature  sufficient  to  prpduce  those  effects 
which  he  declares  himself  to  intend  or  to  perform.  What 
he  reveals  himself  to  design,  he  doth  really  design  it ;  what 
he  says,  that  he  performeth ;  he  (according  to  moral  es^ 
teem^  that  is,  so  far  as  to  ground  duti^  of  gratitude  and 
honour^  proceedings  of  justice  and  reward)  doth  perform,' 
although  the  thing  upon  other  accounts  be  not  efiected. 

Thus,  for  instance,  God  would  have  all  men  to  live  to-» 
gether  here  in  peace,  in  order,  in  health,  conveniently, 
comfortably,  cheerfully ;  according  to  reason,  with  virtue 
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SEIIM.  and  justice ;  and  in  the  best  state  toward  happnessi  for  these 
LXXHi.  purposes  he  hath  endued  them  with  reasonable  facilities,  h6 
hath  engraven  on  their  minds  a  natural  law,  he  hath  fur- 
nished them  with  all  sorts  of  instruments  and  helps  condu- 
dble  to  those  ends ;  he  promottth  them  bj  dispensations  of 
providence,  and,  probably,  by  internal  influences  of  grace : 
yet  often  all  thc^  means,  by  the  perverseness  and  stupidi- 
ty ^f  men,  do  prove  inefl^ectual,  so  that  wars,  disorders',  dis- 
eases, vices,  iniquities  and  oppressions,  troubles  and  miseries, 
do  commonly  abound  in  the  world.     Likewise  Grod*  desires, 
that  in  his  church,  knowledge  and  piety,  peace  and  diarity, 
and  good  order  should  grow  and  flourish ;  to  which  purposes 
he  hath  appointed  teachers  to  instruct,  and  governors  to 
watch  ove=r  his  people :  he  hath  obliged  each  man  to  advise 
and  admonish  his  brother ;  he  hath  declared  holy  precepts 
and  rules  of  practice ;  he  hath  propounded  vast  encourage- 
ments and  Awards,  and  threatened  dreadful  punishments ; 
he  hath  promised  and  doth  afford  requisite  iassistances ;  be- 
ing himself  always  present  and  ready  to  promote  those  ends 
by  hiB  grace :  yet  notwithstanding,  by  the  vbluntary  ne- 
'  gleet  or  abuse  of  these  raeacns,  (the  guides  being  blind,  ne- 
l^fi^nt,  unfaithful ;  or  the  people  bang  indodle,  sluggish, 
i^fractory ;  or  both  perverted  with  bad  aflections,)  often  ' 
ignorance,  error,  and  impiety  prevail,  love  is  cool  and  dead, 
schisms  and  factions  are  rife  m  the  church.    Which  events 
are  not  to  be  conceived  derogatory  to  Grod'^s  good-will  and 
'good  intentions^  or  to  his  kind  and  careful  providence  to- 
ward men ;  bat  we  are  notwithstanding  to  esteem  and  ac- 
knowledge hifti  the  author  and  donor  of  those  good  things ; 
in  pespect  to  them  no  less  blessing  and  praising  him,  than  if 
they  were  really  accomplished  by  man's  concurrence  and 
compliance ;  he  having  done  his  part  in  that  duie  measure 
and  manner  which  wisdom  prompts ;  having  indeed  done 
the  same,  as  when  they  are  effected.     So  God  having  ex- 
pressly declared,  that  he  would  have  all  men  to  know  and 
embrace  the  Grospel,  having  made  a  universal  promulga- 
tion thereof^  having  sent  forth  Apostles  to  disseminate  it 
every  where,  having  obliged  every  man  to  confer  his  best 
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endeavour  toward  the  propi^taoii  thofeof ;  if  by  the  ^bmt  SEtfXf; 
of  fidehty^  x^iUy  or  industiy  in  theoi,  to  whom  tins  care  ii  in-  LXXIIt 
trusted,  or  isjpoB  whom  this  duty  i*  iBemiibetit;  or  if  by  the  ' 

cat dbflsaeaa  and  stupidity  of  thosej,  who  do  not  regiud  what 
is  done  in  die  worU;  or  if  by  men^s  Yduatary  shotting 
their  eyess  or  stopping  their  eors^  (as  the  Jews  did  of  old  to 
the  piw|ihj(ticil  instsructioiis  and  admonitioas,)  God^a  bea^ 
venly  truth  boooaietl]  not  universally  known^  k  is  not  rea^ 
sonatbleto  inpute  tins  defaslonce  to  God,  or  to  conceive  him 
dierefore  tot  univecsally  to  desire  and  design  nen^s  insli^lie* 
iion  and  salvation  consequent  thereon.  Let  me,  ibr  ifae 
iUjmiratkxi  c£  this  matter,  put  a  case,  or  propound  a  sisii- 
btude.  Suppose  a  great  kingdom,  consisting  of  several  pre^ 
▼tnces,  should  have  revolted  from  their  sovereign ;  disolairti* 
mg  his  authority,  ne^ecting  and  disobeying  his  laws;  tkit 
the  good  prince,  out  of  his  goodness  and  pity  toward  tb^s, 
(and  vpfOk  other  good  considerations  moving  him  thereto, 
suppose  the  mediation  of  his  owh  son,)  instead  of  prosecut* 
ing  them  with  cfieserved  vengeance,  should  grant  a  general 
pardon  and  amnesly,  in^  these  teims,  or  upon  these  condl^ 
tiom;  that  whoever  of  th«ae  rebels^  willingly  should  eome^ 
in,  adcnowiedge  Ms  faalt,  andinomise  fntpre  loyalty,  oi^ 
obedience  to- his  laws  decha^ed  to  them,  should  be  received 
ititofiivour,  ha^e  impunity,  enjoy  protection,  and  obtain  rei^ 
wards  ftom  Hm.  Farther,  for  the  effectuating  this  gracioua 
intent,  suppose  that  he  should  appoint  and  commissionate 
messengers,  empowering  and  charging  them  to  £vulge  the^ 
purport  of  this  act  of  grace  to  all  the  people  of  that  king- 
dom. Admit  now,  that  these  messengers  should  go  forth 
and  seat  themselves  only  in  some  provinces  of  that  kingdom^ 
preclaioiing  this  universal  pardon  (universal  to  to  the  de> 
sign,  and  as  to  the  tenor  thereof)  only  in  those^  neglecting 
others ;  or  that  striving  to  propagate  it  further,  they  should 
be  rejected  and  repelled ;  or  that  from  any  the  like  cause 
the  knowledge  thereof  should  not  reach  to  some  remoter 
provinces ;  it  is  pliain,  that  indeed  the  effect  of  that  pardon 
would  be  obstructed  by  such  a  carriage  of  the  ailair;  but 
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SEftM.  the  tenor  of  that  act  would  oot  thei^by  be  altered;  nor  would 
LXXIILthe  failure  in  execution  (consequent  upon  the  minister's  or 
the  people's  misbdiaviour)  detract  from  the  real  amplitude 
of  the  prince's  intent ;  no  more  than  the  wilful  incredulity, 
refusal,  or  non-^oompliance  of  some  persons^  where  the  biisi- 
ness  is  promulged  and  notified,  would  prqudioe  the  same. 
It  is  plain  the  prince  meant  favourably  toward  all,  and  pro^ 
Tided  carefully  for  them;  although  by  accident  (not  impute 
isble  to  him)  die  designed  favours  and  benefits  do  not  readi 
all.  The  case  so  plainly  suits  our  purpose,  that  I  need  not 
make  any  application.  The  holy  Fathers  do  by  several  hke 
umilitudes  endeavour  to  illustrate  this  matter^  and  somewhat 
to  assoil  the  difHculty.  They  compare  our  Saviour  to  the 
sun  %  who  shines  indifferently  to  all  the  worlds  althbu^ 
there  be  some  private  cotnen  and  secret  caves,  to  which  his 
light  doth  not  come ;  although  some  shut  their  windows  or 
thar  eyes,  and  exclude  it ;  although  some  are  blinds  and  do 
not  see  it  >>  That  mystical  Sun  of  Righteousness,  saith 
St  Ambrose^  b  risen  to  all,  came  to  all,  did  suffer  and  rose 
again  for  all  -but  if  any  one  doth  not  believe  in  Christy 
he  defrauds  himself  of  the  general  benefit  As  if  one  shut- 
ting the  windows  should  exclude  the  beams  of  the  sun,  the 
sun  is  not  therefore  not  risen  to  all.  c  They  compare  our 
Lord  to  a  phy^cian,  who  professes  to  relieve  and  cure  all 
tlutt  shall  have  recoiurse  to  his  help ;  but  doth  cure  only 

*  * A)MMr«rt  Mif  «/  fUM^r  aMwg'ort  «/  lyyvt'  ^»  Jimn^iCn  rifki  •  Xiytf  pSg 

Hear  ye  that  an  fir  t  hOtr  ye  Mt  are  near:  ike  word  Unci  hid  1o  any  :  U 
ka  common  light  t  it  thhteth  to  all  men  ;  there  is  no  Cimmerian  in  the  WortU 

^  MyMicus  Sol  iUe  juititia  omnibus  o^tus  est,  omnibua  venift,  ommbw 
IMSsas  est,  et  omnibus  resunexifr— si  quis  autem  non  credit  in  Christum,  ge^ 
hcnii  benefido  se  fraudai,  ut  si  quik  daosis  fenestris  radios  solis  czdudat,  non 
ideo  sol  noD  ortus  est  omnibus,  &c    Amb.  m  PtaL  cxviil  Ser.  tiii. 

Si  dies  omnibus  saqnaliter  nasdeur,  et  si  sol  super  (mines  pari  et  icquali  luelil 
diffunditur,  guanto  magis  Cfaristus  Sol  et  dies  Verus,  in  Ecdesla  sua  Inmeii 
vitas  ctemsD  pari  sequalicate  largitur.     Cfffr.  Epist,  76. 

^  Nunquid  non  medicus  iddroo  proponit  in  publico,  ut  omnes  se  ostendal 
tdic  salvaie  d  ydint.   Amkr*  u  tonu  9^ 
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those  who  seek  for  remedy^  and  are  willing  to  take  the  me-  SERM> 
dicine;  because  all,  smth  St.  Ambrose  again,  do  not  desire  I^XXUL 
cure^  but  most  do  shun  it,  lest  the  ulcer  should  smart  by 
medicaments;  therefore  vcientes  curate  non  aHringit  invi-^ 
tos ;  he  cures  only  the  willing,  doth  not  compel  those  that, 
lire  unwilling;  they  only  receive  health,  who  desire  medi- 
dine  ^.  Evangelical  grace,  say  they,  is  like  a  fountain  stand* 
ing  openly^  to  which  all  men  have  free  access ;  at  which  ail 
men  may  quench  their  thirst,  if  they  will  inquire  after  it^ 
and  go  thereto*  The  JbufUain  cf  life^  siuth  Amobius,  is. 
epen  to  all;  nor  is  any  man  hindered  or  driven  Jrom  the 
right  (^drirJcing  it  %,  The  covenant  of  graee  is^  say  they, 
a  door  standing  open  to  aU>  whereinto  all  have  liberty  to 
enter-— YF%era  an  entrance^  saith  St  Chrysostom,  being 
opened  to  aUy  and  there  being  nothing  that  hinders^  some 
beifig  w^idly  naught  abide  without^  they  have  no  other  btd 
their  own  wickedness  to  imptUe  their  destruction  unto  1 

And  again  he  puts  the  question^  If  Christ  enJighUneth 
every  nian  that  cometh  into  the  worlds  hew  is  it  thai  so 
many  remain  unenlightened  t  &c.  To  which  he  answers,  . 
That  if  some ^  tvilfidly  shiating  the  eyes  of  their  minds,  wUl. 
not  receive  the  beams  of  this  light,  it  is  not  from  the  nature 
of  light  thai  those  remain  stUl  in  darkness,  but  from  the 
wickedness  of  those  who  wXyvSy  deprive  themselves  (^  ihs 
gifiqfU,kQ.9 

*  Venlt— Qt  vtilne»  nottm  eamret,  sbSt  qiiia  non  mniM  mediciiam  ttpe^, 
timt,  sed  pleriquc  refugiimt,  ne  mcdicamoitu  oompungatur  ▼»  nlceris,  idco 
vokntes,  &c.  Amhr.  de  Darnd,  iit  11. 

*  Patet  mnnibuB  fons  fite,  neque  ab  jure  potandi  qinsquam  prohibettir,  aut 
pdlitor.    Arnob,  lib.  9. 

Xyrrm.    Chrpi,  in  Jah.  u  Hinml  7. 

tLf^^atr»il   fiyi  tU  tihrkf 'SiMtf*  %s  H  rnig  Iturrti  r^s  ^nis  %«»«<«<  i^BaXfuvt  f»v» 
dmmu  *vm  iS^iXff«'«'/r«^«2t|«r9«u  rt^  f«rrf#  T§6r99  rig  AttrTfmi,  »u  wv^k  m  Ttti 
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LXXirr.  ^H3  tQ  jjg  community  and  freedom  of  use)  to  the  breathing 
of  the  air,  tor  the  spreading  of  light,  to  the  vidflflitude  of 
seasons,  to  the  aspect  of  the  creation  h ;  things  most  obvi- 
ous and  cpmmon  to  all. 

If  this  answer  do  not  fully  satisfy,  I  adjoin  fifirtber, 
8.  That  God,  beside  that  ordinary  provision,  is  teady  to 
interpose  extraordinarily  in  disclosing  his  truth  to  them 
who  are  worthy  of  such  favour,  and  fit  to  receive  it ;  and 
that  God'^s  general  desire  and  design  of  revealing  his  truth 
to  all  men  is  very  Well  consistent  with  his  providential  (not 
only  negative  and  perrois^ve,  but  even  positive  and  active) 
withholding  the  discovery  thereof  from  some  persons,  yea 
some  nations ;  for  that  neither  his  wisdom,  goodness,  or 
jusdce  might  permit  him,  that  he  should  impart  that  reve- 
lation to  such  persons  whom  he  seeth  altogether  indis- 
posed to  GORiply  therewith,  and  unfit  to  profit  thereby ; 
who  have  extremely  abused  the  lesser  graces,  and  not  im- 
proved or  misimproved  the  lesser  talents  afforded  them ; 

Rom.  LIB, detained  infei'ior  truths  in  unrighteousness,  and  havs  not 
Uked  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledgey  have  therefore  just- 
ly been  delivered  up  to  a  reprobate  sense ;  who  have  so  de- 
praved their  minds  with  wicked  prejudices  and  affections, 
riiat  the  truth  being  ofiered  to  them,  they  would  certainly 
either  stupidly  neglect  it,  or  scornfully  reject  it;  or  if  ad- 
mitting it  in  shew,  would  unworthily  abuse  it ;  so  that  from 
the  imparting  the  means  of  knowing  it,  no  glory  to  God, 
no  benefit  to  man  would  accrue,  but  rather  contempt  o( 
God  and  prejudice  to  men  would  ensue  upon  it :  there  are 

Ita.  zxz,  some  persons  of  that  wicked  and  gigantic  disposition,  (con- 
tracted by  evil  practice,)  that,  should  one  offer  to  instruct 
them  in  truth,  or  move  them  to  piety,  would  be  ready  to 
say  with  Polyphemus  in  Homer,  Od;yss.  L  273, 4. 

nwrvf t  ha^Mt  VtuuH  rrnvnif  «v  iTit  Xsyin^^tu  rv»  w^0o»      Ckrys,  in  Joh*  i. 

^  iff  «tt4«f  rrsSr«y»  m  ^ttrif  x^**y  **^  ^*^  aXXmyksf  ^  MrUtms  ^>         ■ 
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FtkaaA,  jm  are  a  fool»  or  a  great  stranger  to  me> 

Who  adviaest  me  to  fear  or  rfegard  the  Deity. 
Or  (which  is  the  same)  with  Pharaoh :  Who  is  the  Lorii^M^  v.  %. 
ihaiIikouklob^hi8V(dcefIknownotiheLbr^ 
mU  I  let  Israel  go^  (or  neither  will  I  do  as  you  in  God^a 
name  admonish  me ;)  wfao^  like  that  unhappy  pridce^  by  noPioT.  L  24 
eflkacy  of  arguments^  no  wonders  of  power  are  to  be  oon* 
Tinced  of  thdr  folly,  or  conrerted  ftom  their  wickedness: 
8ome»  like  those  of  Choraain  and  Bethsaida,  whoni  not  aULOkcx*  ls> 
the  pdwerfitl  discourses  spoken  to  them,  all  the  mighty 
^^orks  done  in  them,  suiScient  to  have  brought  Tyre  and 
Sidon  to  repentance^  can  induce  to  mind  ot  obey  the  truth: 
unto  which  noxt  of  people  (except  upon  some  particular 
oocafibms,  and  fat  special  reasons)  it  is  not  expedient  that 
divine  truth  should  be  exposed.    We  maj  also  observe  how 
our  Lord)  being  asked  by  St  Jude  a  question  like  to  ours  % 
Lordy  hawieUfhat  thou  wOt  manifest  thyself  unto  us^  oM^  ^^* 
not  to  the  tfforld f  iiiQBTemAveii  it:  (famanloveme^  heisriU 
keep  my  words ;  and  my  father  wiO  love  him^  amd  we  wM 
eomeimtohkn^  and  make  our  abode  wM>  Aim:  implying  the 
ordinary  reascm  of  Grod^s  making  a  diiBSerence  in  the  disoot 
veries  rf  himself  to  be  the  previous  disposition  and  bdiavi>i 
oars  of  men  toward  God ;  and  interpretattvely  toward  our 
Lord  himself. 

That  God  doth  commonly  observe  this  method  (plaidy     ^ 
suitable  to  divine  justice,  widdom,  and  goodness)  to  dispense 
the  revelation  cif  his  truth  according  to  tnen^s  disposition  to 
receive  it,  an4  aptness  to  make  a  fruitful  and  worthy  iisfe 
of  it,  to  bringJbrihJruUs  worthy  qfrepentance^  as  St  John  Matt  iil.  a 
Baptist  spake;  r.nd  to  withhold  it  from  those  who  kre  in- J^**'  ''^• 
disposed  to  admit  it,  of  unfit  to  profit  by  it ;  we  may  from 
divers  express  passages  and  notable  instances  (beside  many 
probable  intimations)  of  Seripture  leam»    We  may  on  the 
one  hand^observe,  that  those  whom  our  Saviour  did  chopee' 
to  call,  were  persons  disposed  easily  upon  his  call  to'  cpm*  joh^i73.}./ 
ply;  to  forsake  their  fath«*s  and  their  nets;  to  lefivc  their ^• 

nda  ^f"''^'^ 
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SERM.  receipU  of  custom ;  to  reliiK^uish  all,  (relations,  occupotionsy 
LXXI I L estates,)  and  to  follow  him;  faithful  Israelites^  without  guile^ 
John  u  iT.^ike  NathfmieU  (that  is,  as  is  probaibly  conjectured,  St  Bar- 
l*k«  wx.  tholomew ;)  men  honestly  devout,  and  charitable,  Kke  Zac- 
Malt.  zxi.  cbeos ;  that  he  chose  to  converse  with  publicans  and  sinnors, 
Lttke?  91  ^^"^  *P^  ^  ^  cotfvinced  of  their  errors,  and  touched  with 
the  aenae  of  their  sins ;  apt  to  see  th^r  need  of  mercy  and 
grace^  and  therefore  ready  to  entertain  the  overtures  of  tliem  ^ 
that  he  blesses  God  for  revealing  his  mysteries  to  babes,  (ta 
innocent  and  well  meaning,  imprejndicate  and  uncorrupted 
persons,)  sudi  as  if  men  were  not,  they  could  in  nowise  en-* 
Mitt.  zviiL  ter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  or  become  Chrktians;  those 
t,  sL"*      foor  in  spirit j  of  wham  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  those^^oi* 
1  Cor.  L  «T.  i,i  Mngs  which  God  chooses  as  most  fit  objects  of  hia  mercy 
and  grace;  that  he  enjoined  his  disciples^  in  their  travels  for 
the  pnimulgatioD  and  propagation  of  the  Gospel,  to  inquire 
ooDoeming  the  worthkiess  or  fitness  of  persons,  and  accord- 
Miat.z.li.ifigly  to  make  more  close  applications  to  them :  Into  what 
dfy  or  vUlage  ye  enter ^  inquire  who  therein  ia  worthy ;  and 
entering  m  abide  there*    Of  this  proceeding  we  have  ft  ncv 
table  instance  in  Cornelius,  who  for  his  hcmest  pety  (corres^ 
pondent  to  the  proportion  of  knowledge  vouchsafed  him)  was 
■o  acceptable  to  Giod^  that  in  regard  thereto  he  obtained  frcnn 
him  the  revelation  of  truth  in  a  peiculiar  and  extra(N?dinary 
manner.  And  St  Paul  was  another  most  remarkable  exam- 
ple thereof;  who  for  the  like  reason  was  so  wonderfully  call« 
Adixvli.  cd,  as  himself  intimates^describing  himself  to  have  been  ^iiXat- 
\^^^^^^iSi^zedkmtJyaffeciedUmard^^ 
/Mw>  eou$nes9  in  the  bswy  blameUse ;  one  that  had  contimMBy 

Actsuvi^.  hehaved  himself  with  aU  good  conscience  toward  God ;  who 
GaL  i,  1^  even  in  the  persecution  of  God'^s  truth  did  proceed  with  an 
hcmest  meaning,  and  according  to  his  conscience,  for  which 
cause  he  suth,  that  God  liad  mercy  on  him ;  foreseeing  how 
^        willingly  he  would  embrace  the  truth,  and  how  earnestly 
promote  it.    We  may  also  observe,  how  in  the  acts  of  the 
Aeif  xitL  Apostles,  the  Holy  Sfurit  commonly  directed  the  Apostles 
1  mn.  i  3.  ^Q  gych  places,  where  a  competent  number  of  pec^le  were 
MiEei3E,6f.well  disposed  to  receive  the  truth;   who  were  tiXhtv  tk 
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di» /3flEJX\ciair  rtif  es5,  wdl  dtspoBcd  to  ike  kufig^bm  qf  kcaven^  SERM. 
and  consequently  by  Ood^s  foresi^t  {nrwyfihfoi  ^g  ^0^9  Mm)  LXltliy* 
ordained  to  have  the  word  qfetemai  li/e  (the  ri  eurn^  ^9  a^  «iii. 
AS  it  18  in  a  parallel  place  ealled)  diseoi^red  t9  them ;  such  ^^^^ 
people  as  the  Bereans,  men  ingenuous  and  tradable ;  who 
axmequently  entertained  the  word,  /tureb  «b^  ^g&vpiimff  with 
all  promptitude  and  alacrity.     To  such  pen^s  God  some* 
times  by  extraordinary  reirelatim  directed  the  AposUes  t9 
preach;  as  to  the  Cortnthiana,  in  respect  to  whom  the  Lord 
spake  to  St.  Panl  in  a  vision,  saying,  Fear  not^  but  tpeakf  Acts  vnH 
mdbenotiilent;JbrIamwoUhiheef  because  «»Xu(  ki  fi^  * 
Xa^,  there  iejbr  me  mueh  people  in  thie  cU^  $  muck  people 
iriiom  I  see  disposed  to  eomply  wilh  my  truth.    80  in  be* 
half  of  theMaoedoiuans,  «i^  n;  MoxiddW,  a  aertotfifnair^ActsxTLV. 
Macedoffiiaf  was  in  a  vision  seen  to  St.  Paul,  eaJwriing  him 
and  eoffingy  Paseing  into  Macedonia^  kdp  ue.    Thus  on 
that  hand  doth  God  take  special  care  tliat  his  truth  be  nuu 
nifested  to  such  as  are  fitly  qualified  to  embrace  it  and  use 
it  well :  thus  is  God  ready  to  make  good  that  answer  of 
Pothinus  (BislK^  of  Lions,  and  immediitte  successor  to  St. 
Iremsus)  to  the  prefect,  who  addng  him  teho  woe  the  CArb- EosdK  y.  ip 
tiane*  God,  was  answered,  *EiA»  jig  A^»g  yfiaefi,  Ifihaa  he  wor^ 
ihjfy  tiiou  shalt  know ;  thus,  as  the  Wise  M^  divinely  saith,  WWLvLls, 
the  divine  Wisdom,  S^ag  «6fJK  ^ngigx^nu  Zn^^eety  goetk  about 
eeeUng  euckaearetoorikyofker;  ekewingkerieyyavomnMt 
unto  Aem  in  their  waffS,  and  meeteth  them  in  evertf  thoughL 
.   And  on  the  other  hand,  that  God  withholds  the  spcy^ai 
discoveries  of  his  truth,  upon  account  of  mei^^s  indiqpo>> 
sitions  and  demerits,  may  likewise  very  plainly  appear. 
We  may  suppose  our  Lord  to  have  observed  himself,  what 
be  ordered  to  his  disciples;  Not  fogive  thqi  which  is  Aofyllatt  vi]76. 
to  dogs,  nor  to  cast  their  pearh  before  swine,  (not  to  ex- 
pose the  holy  and  preoiops  truth  to  yc^iy  lewd  and  fierce 
people,  who  would  snarl  sfi,  it  and  trample  upon  it :)  we 
may  allow  Grod,  in  his  dispensation  pf  his  truth  and  grac^ 
to  do  what  he  bids  the  Apostle^  to  dp :  beforp  he  en^rs 
into  any  house,  or  applies  himself  to  any  person,  to  exa-'E&«'«i('ri. 
wine  whether  the  housse  or  person  be  worthy,  that  is,  will-  **"'^**" 

Dd3 


400  The  Doctrim  qf^  Umvgrial  Mitkmptim 

8EftM.  ing  to  receive  him,  and  apt  to  treat  faim  well ;  if  Xkot,  to 
LXXnl.  dedline  them.    Opr  Lovd,  ve  fiee,  did  leaTe  m&a,  Im  owa 
Matt  iffi.  oountiy,  seeing  men  there  were  not  disposed  to  use  him 
1^7, 68.      ^iii  jiig  honour  and  r^ard ;  seeing  they  vm  possessed 
with  vain  prejudices,  apt  to  obstruct  the  efficacy  of  his  d^- 
vine  instructions  and  miraculous  p^omances ;  so  that  he 
was  not  likely  (accprding  to  the  ordinary  way  of  divine  pro* 
vidence)  to  produce  any  ocmsid^able  eflbet  towards  their 
convendon.   He  could  noi,  it  is  said,  do  many  miracles  ttar€^ 
because  cfikeir  unbelirf;  he  could  not,  that  is^  according  to 
the  most  just  and  wise  rules  he  did  observe,  he  would  not 
do  them ;  because  he  percoved  the  doing  them  would  not 
conduce  to  any  good  purpose ;  that  they  were  not  apt  te 
look  upon  those  works  as  the  effects  of  divine  power  and 
goodness,  performed  for  their  beneit,  (for  inducing  them  to 
faith  and  repentance,)  but  rather  that  the  dcnng  th^n  would 
.  expose  God^B  mercy  to  contempt  or  reproach,  at  least  to  ne- 
gleet  or  disregard.    Hence  our  Saviour  declined  conversing 
1  Cor.  ii.    ^ith  persons  indisposed  to  (those  ^^/m/,  who  cannot  de^^cdv 
%€ur^rn  flvtd/uaroc)  receive  benefit  by  his  instruction  and  ^c« 
Matt  zxi.  ample ;  to  grow  wiser  or  better  by  bis  conversation ;  as  the 
Pharisees  and  Scribes ;  men  prepossessed  with  corrupt  opi. 
nions  and  vicious  affections,  obstructive  to  the  belief  of  his 
doctrine  and  observance  of  his  laws;  and  worldly  persons; 
proud  ^  and  self-conceited,  crafty  and  deoatfiil,  covetous, 
ambitious,  and  worldly  men,  incorrigibly  tinctured  with 
Horn.  viiL  that  (f^vinfM  rn^  «x^k»  comdl  msdom  and  afflBdioH ;  which 
James!  4.^'  enmity  to  God;  so  that  His  not  subject  to  the  law  of 
IJohnii.    God,  nor  con  be;  inextricably  engaged  in  the  friendship 
^^  of  the  world,  which  is  enmity  to  Grod :  to  sudi  men  the 

Gospel  would  certainly  be  a  scandal  or  a  folly :  they 
1  Cor.  i  23.  would  never  be  able  to  relish  or  digest  the  doctrine  of 
purity,  self-denial,  patience,  and  the  like  doctrines  op- 
posite to  carnal  sense  and  conceit  which  it  teacheth.  Fron^ 
Mat  xi.  25.  such  wise  and  prudent  men  (conceited  of  their  little  wis. 
doms,  and  doting  upon  their  own  fancies)  Gkxl  did  con- 
ceal those  heavenly  mysteries,   whidi  they   would  liave 

1  Cor. i.2s. despised  and  derided;  those  ma/ny  wise  according  to  the 
James  ii.  5. 
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JMh  fmnjf  pofwerfidy  mamff  wMcy  God  did  not  choose  to  SERM. 
jM  kilo  his  chunii.     Accordingly  we  may  observe  in  the  l^XXlIf. 
hiatocy  of  the  Apostles,  that  God's  Spirit  did  prohibit  the 
Apostles  pftseing  through  sonie  fdaces^it  discerning  bow  un- 
suoeessfitl  (at  those  seasons,  in  those  drcumstances^  accord- 
ii^  to  those  dispositions  of  men)  their  preaching  would  be^: 
Pasjnng  through  Phrygia  imi  Gaiaih,  b§mg  hindered'^  ^ry  Acts  xvl  e, 
the  Spirit  to,  speak  ^  word  in  Asia;  corrnngtoJifyaiaiihq/''^' 
am^id  to  go  into  BUhg^mOf  Imi  the  Spirit  suffered  th^m 
not.     Moreover  there  is  plaiidy  the  like  reason,  why  God 
should  withhold  his  saving  truth  froin  some  people,  as  why 
hesbottld  withdraw  it  from  others;  when  it  is  abused  or 
proves  fruitless^:  l>ut  of  such  witbdmwifig  we  have  many 
plain  instances,  attended  with  the  deelamtioa  of  the  reasons 
of  them ;  oar  Ix>rd  prophesied  thus  concerning  the  Jews  \ 
I  sajf  wUo  tfGUy  tluU  the  kingdom  of  God  shaU  be  taken  Matt  xzu 
Jroni  you^  and  shall  be  given  to  a  nation  doing  Me  JrwJts 
thereof  i  they,  when  our  Saviour  would  havQ  gathered  them 
under  his  wings,  wilfully  refusing.     Our  Lord  charged  his  Matt  x.  14. 
disciplesf,  when  by  any  they  were  repulsed  or  neglected  in 
their  preaching,  to  lieave  those  persons  and  places,  skalAnglxikt  ix.  5. 
off  ike  dustjrom  t/mrjeet,  in  token  of  an  utter  (u^  AWf^'^f^M^^viiTs. 
IV  axn-ii)  detestation  and  desertion  of  them  :  and  according- 
ly we  see  them  practising  in  their  Acts;  when  they  per- 
ceived men  perversely  contradictious,  or  desperately  sense- 
less and  stupid,  so  that  they  clamoured  against  the  Gospel, 
and  thrust  it  from  Uiem,  they  abstained  from  farther  deal- 
ing with  them,  turning  their  endeavours  otherwhere,  toward 
persons  of  a  more  docile  and  ingenuous  temoer ;  thence 
more  susceptive  of  faith  and  repeniaoce :  To  you,  say  Paul  Acts  zitf. 
and  Barnabas  .to  the  contradicting  and  reproachful  Jews,^'  ^^^^' 
it  was  necessary  that  ihe  word  of  God  should  first  have  been 
spoken  ;  but  seeing  you  put  itjrom  you,  (or  thrust  it  axoay> 
from  youy  tt9u^i<6s  aurov,)  and  Judge  yourselves  unworthy 
of  everlasting  life,  we  turn  to  the  Gentiles.     So  when  thesev.  ii  S. 
Church  of  Ephesus  was  grown  cold  in  charity,  and  defi- 
cient in  good  works,  God  threatens  to  remove  her  can- 
dlestick;  or  to  withdraw  from  her  that  ligh    of  trutli, 
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SERM.  wliic^  shone  with  so  little  beneflcud  influence.    It  fleems  erim 
liXXIII.  jjent  that  God  for  the  like  reasons  may  idthhold  the  disooi. 
Kmiy^ritfverj  of  hls  truth,  or  forbear  to  interpose  his  providence  ; 
^^J^;^  SO  as  to  transmit  light  thither,  where  men^s  deeds  ore  so 
j^:..      cvilj  that  they  will  love  darkness  rather  than  light ;  where 
their  eyes  are  so  dim  and  weak,  thltt  the  li^t  will  but  oC* 
fend,  and  by  the  having  it,  hurt  them ;  where  they,  by  the 
having  it  declared  to  them,  will  only  incur  farther  mischief 
9 Cor. ii.ia. and  misery;  it  would  prove  to  them  but  ^/uii^iaiv,  a dflod* 
i^  ecenty  as  the  most  comfortable  perfumes  are  (tensive 
sometimes  and  noxious  to  distempered  bodies.    Wherefore 
ias  where  the  light  doth  shine  most  clearly,  it  is  men^s  vo- 
hmtaty  pra^ty,  that  by  it  many  are  not  effectually  brought 
to  salvation ;  so  it  is  men^s  voluntary  depraving  and  cor« 
rupting  themselves,  (misusing  their  natural  light,  choaking 
the  seeds  of  natural  ingenuity,  thwarting  God^s  secret  whis- 
pers and  motions,  complying  with  the  suggestions  of  the 
wicked  one,)  so  as  to  be  rendered  unmeet  for  the  susceptioQ 
-  of  God\9  heavenly  truth  and  grace,  which  hinders  God  (who 
prooeedeth  ordinarily  with  men,  in  sweet  and  reasonable 
methods,  not  in  way  of  impetuous  violence  and  coaction) 
from  dispensing  them :  we  may  say  of  such  in  the  words 
In,  Ufi  3.  of  the  Prophet,  They  h/ive  chosen  their  own  ways,  and  tl^r 
JtE.  T.  25.  soul  deHgkteth  in  their  abominaHons.    Your  iniquities  have 
turned  away  these  things^  and  your  sins  have  wUhholden 
l^mVaLgOodthin^Jivm  you.    Tfl  four?  wyc&ornri  ^rkan  i  K^  ^<^<^ 
^"^^^        fiax^fSM  d^  iavTovg  ifM?j;  diA  frig  i^fia^iag,  God  doth  by  his  good* 
ness  approach  to  aM,  but  we  set  ourselves  ai  distance  by  sin, 
suth  St  Baffll ;    and  Smv  avrorgoai^tng  rni^n^  huit  wx)  int^. 
yj^  ^s  X^'^^y  >^A^^  ^^^^  ^  selfchosen  or  affected  wick* 
edness,  there  is  a  withholcKng  of  grace,  saith  another  F». 
tCw.h.&ther,  (o^Cyrill.  Hier.)    The  Gospel,  if  it  be  htdden, 
it  is,  as  St  Paul  says,  hidden  h  nSi  drnKhifsAwg,  in  viris 
perditis,  among  lost  men,  (that  is,  men  desperately  gone  in 
wickedness,  incorrigible,  uift'eclaimable  people,)  in  whom 
Bit  riftii    the  God  of  this  world  (that  is,  as  St.  Chrysostom  expounds 

r^^.**  ^^»  "^^  *^  ^®^'>  ^^^  ^^^  S^  ^^^  himself)  haih  blinded 
chfft,  ifi  ilic  mhids  of  them  which  believe  not,  s$  tliotihe  light  of  th^ 
9  Cor.  iv.  ^  '  • 
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ghriaui  Oaspel  hoA  not  ehmed  to  Aem^  (wi^  U  Mf\mim\  gERM. 
h&w  then  did  Qod  blind  them  t  saith  St.  Chrysostom,)  e^LXXIII. 
wifyjj^tt^  f/tf  Toww,  Aroyr  not  6y  flwiy  efficacy  of  his  upon 
them  toward  thai;Jie  on  thai;  dXX'  Afti^  juxi  euyx'^^^* 
but  by  permission  and  concession ;  (or  so  the  Scripture  is 
wont  to  speak;  'Eantiia  yit^  edfroi  ^ti&niwf  «{wfWy  xai  dw- 
^<M^  ktundg  xaftSM{faaai»  rS  1^  rd  jouMfrtiffay    xal    auric  Xonrdy 

Seeingj  saith  he,  they  disbdieoedjirstj  and  constiMeji  them- 
selves  uwworthy  io  see  the  mysteries,  even  God  at  last  let 
them  alone  ;  fir^hai  should  he  havi  done  f    Should  he 
hate  drawn  them  vioUnHyy  4md,discapered  it  to  tkem  being 
unwilling  to  see  f     They  would  then  have  more  despised  it, 
and  not  have  seen  it.    God  is  ever  wiUing  and  ready  to^^lEeuz. 
dispense  his  mercies  and  favours,  but  he  is  not  wont  to  do  t  Cor.  tL  t. 
it  extraordinarily,  (or  be^de  the  course  of  hisordinary  pro- Jj'™-  *^ 
vision,)  but  in  a  prc^per  and  fit  season,  (ih  that  xai^  cu^r^^tf- 
^n>g,  acceptable  time  and  day  of  salvaiion,  when  he  seeth 
men  capable  of  receiving  them ;)  which  season  commonly 
dependeth  upon  man'^s  will  and  ^oice,  or  the  results  of 
them.     Ko&SKg  yit^  6  &ihg  oTSey  ro^  n  og/w;  rav  wyc&utv  xai  Qcm. 
fJr  ^i'  r&  «^xow»  ixdtotg  hih^n.     2«m)f  yd^  hir   oux^  ^^^HuiS.^ 
fuvy  rw  !f  wr  *iF^hg  ^  tew  i'mnfiu&niing  ^Tux^og  tf^&f,  rijv  govrS  Ikmstuv 
ivt^tslar  for  (saith  Clemens  Alex,  in  bis  7th  of  the  Stroma- 
ta,  where  he  clearly  and  fully  affirms  our  present  doctrine) 
Our  Lord  is  not  the  Saxnourqf  some  and  not  of  others:  but, 
according  as  men  arefiSy  disposed,  he  hath  distributed  his 
beneficence  to  all.     St.  Augustine  himself  somewhere  speak-  Q«wt  68, 
eth  no  less ;  or  rather  more :  PrcecedU  aliquid  in  peccatori-  Tom.  iv. 
bus,  saith  he,  quo,  quamvis  nondum  sint  Justificati,  digni  ^^.  ^. 
efficianturjustyicixtume :  et  idem  prcccedit  in  aUis  peccato^ceeabiaA, 
rtbus  quo  digni  sint  obtusions.     But,  ™"  /Sf^ 

S,  If  all  these  considerations  do  not  thoroughly  satisfy 
us  concerning  the  reason  of  Grod*s  proceedings  in  this 
case,  we  may  consider  that  God^s  providence  is  inscrutable 
and  im|)enetrable  to  us ;  that,  according  to  the  Psalmist, 
as  God's  mercy  is  in  tl^  heavens^  and  his  JaithfulnessVnlxxvn* 
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SERM.  reaekakto ih$ Oands ;  m Ma  rig^tUmsgneJMisUkgik^grM 
LXXin.  fnomiaiBSt  (too  high  for  our  reatcm  todimh^)  and  Um 
JudgmeniSy  a«xx4  SCwf^^  a  g^reat  abyss,  too  deep  fer  our 
feeble  uaderatanding  to  fathom;  that  hift  ways  are  more 
fiubtiie  and  qpiritual  thaD  to  be  traced  by  cnur  dim  and 
grass  sight    So  upon  oootemplatiaii  of  a  like  ease,  al- 
though, as  it  seems,  hardly  so  obscure  or  unaccountable 
as  this,   the  cacie  concernis^  God^s  ooodttioDal  i^ectkot 
of  that  people,  whom  he  in  a  fl|iedal  maimer  had  so  much 
^DL  xL    and  so  long  favoured,  St.  Paul  himself  doth  peofess^   That 
therefore  although  we  cannot  fully  resdve  the  difficulty, 
we  notwithstanding  without  distrust  should  adhere  to  those 
.   positive  and  plain  dedaratiaas,  whereby  God  represented! 
2  Pet  iu.  9.  himself  seriously  deagning  and  earnestly  desiring,  7%^  aU 
men  should  came  io  the  knowledge  ^  the  »indh ;  thai  none 
should  periehf  bui  that  all  should  come  to  repentance  ;  not 
doubting  but  his  declared  mind,    and   his  secret  provi, 
dence,  although  we  cannot  thoroughly  discern  or  exfJaan 
thar  consistency,  do  yet  really  and  fully  ocmspire.    But 
no  farther  at  thb  time. 


SERMON  LXXIV. 


THE  DOCTHINE  OF  UNIVERSAL  REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED  AND  EXPLAINED, 


1  Tim.  iv.  10. 

■■      The  living  God ;  wJio  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men^ 
especially  of  those  that  believe, 

8.  As  our  Sayipur  was  such  to  all  men  by  his  doctrino,  or  SEEM, 
the  genentl  dliscovery  of  all  saving  truth,  so  may  he  be  cs-  LXXIV, 
teemed  such  in  regard  to  his  exemplary  practice ;  whereby 
upon  the  open  stage  of  the  world,  and  in  the  common  view 
pf  all  tHat  would  attend  unto  him,  he  did  represent  a  Uving 
pattern  of  all  goodness ;  by  imitating  which,  we  may  cer- 
tainly attain  salvation.  He  that  will  connder  his  practice 
shall  find  it  admirably  fitted  for  general  instruction  and  imi« 
tation;  calculated  for  all  places  and  all  sorts  of  people; 
suited  to  the  complexions,  to  the  capacities,  to  the  degrees, 
to  the  callings  of  all  men ;  so  that  every  sort  of  men  may 
from  it  draw  profitable  direction,  may  in  it  find  a  copy,  even 
of  his  particular  behaviour :  for  he  was  a  gref^t  Prince,  illu8>. 
trious  in  birth,  excellent  in  glory,  and  abounding  in  all 
wealth ;  yet  was  bom  in  obscurity,  lived  without  pomp,  and 
seemed  to  possess  nothing ;  so  teaching  men  of  high  rank 
to  be  sober,  mild,  and  humble ;  not  ta  rest  in,  not  to  re« 
gard  much,  not.  to  hug  aqd  cling  to  the  accommodationa 
and  shows  of  worldly  state ;  teaching  tliose  of  mean  dc* 
gree  to  be  patient,  content,  and  cheerful  in  their  station. 
He  was  exceedingly  wise  and  knowing,  without  bound 
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8ERM.  or  measure ;  yet  made  no  ostentatkm  of  extroordriiary 
LXXtV.  knowledji^,  of  sharp  wit,  of  deep  subtilty ;  did  not  vent 
high,  dark,  or  intricate  notions;  had  in  hb  practice  no 
reaches  and/windings  of  crafltor  policy;  but  was  in  his 
doctrine  very  plain  and  intelligible,  in  his  practice  very  open 
and  clear;  so  that  what  he  commonly  said  or  did,  not  only 
philosophers  and  statesmen,  but  almost  the  amplest  idiots 
might  easily  comprdiend ;  so  that  those  might  thence  learn 
not  to  be  conceited  of  thdr  superfluous  wisdom ;  these  not 
to  be  discouraged  in  their  harmless  ignorance ;  both  having 
thence  an  equally  sufficient  instructicn  in  all  true  righteous^ 
ness,  a  complete  direction  in  the  paths  to  hapiHness,  bang 
f  Tim.  iiL  thereby  etpt^Sfuw  f/c  tf«ni^,  made  wise  and  learned  to  salva^ 
tion.  «He  did  not  immerse  himself  in  the  cares,  nor  engage 
himself  into  the  businesses  pf  this  world  ;  yet  Hid  pot  with« 
draw  himself  from  the  company  and  conversation  of  men : 
he  retired  often  from  the  crowd,  that  he  might  converse 
with  6dd  and  heavenly  things;  he  put  himself  into  tt^ 
that  he  might  impart  good  to  men,  and  benefit  the  world, 
declining  no  sort  of  society ;  but  indifferently  conversing 
with  all ;  disputing  with  the  doctors,  and  eating  with  the 
publicans;  whence  thereby  both  men  of  contemplative 
and  quiet  dispositions  or  vocations,  and  men  of  busy  spirits, 
or  of  active  lives,  may  be  guided  respectively;  those  not 
to  be  morose,  supercilious,  ri^d,  contemptuous  toward 
other  men ;  these  not  to  be  so  possessed  or  entangled  with 
the  world,  as  not  to  reserve  some  leisure  for  the  culture  of 
their  minds,  not  to  employ  some  care  upon  the  duty  of 
piety  and  devotion ;  both  may  learn,  whether  in  private 
retirements,  or  in  public  conversation  and  employment, 
especially  to  regard  the  service  of  God  and  the  benefit  of 
men :  thus  was  the  example  of  our  Lord  accommodated 
for  all  men;  espedally  conducting  them  in  the  hardest 
and  roughest  parts  of  the  way  leading  to  bliss,  the  ac- 
clivities and  asperities  of  duty ;  self-denial,  or  nc^fect  of 
worldly  glory  and  fleshly  pleasure,  patience,  humility, 
general  charity;  shewing  us  the  possibility  of  performing 
such  duties,  and  encouraging  us  thereto.     Through  these 
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diflBcuk  And  dangeroud  passages  (as  a  resolute  chieftain  o£  SERM. 
life)  he  undauntedly  marched  befirare  us,  charging,  beating  LXXIV^* 
back,  and  breaking  thipogh  all  opposite  forces^  all  enemies,  *A^;^if^ 
ai]  temptations,  ail  obstacles;  enduring  painfully  the  most^^-... 
furious  assaults  of  the  world;   boldly  withstanding  and 
happily  conquering  the  most  malicious  rage  of  hell ;  so  that 
victory  and  salvation  we  shall  be  certain  of^  if  we  pursue 
his  steps,  and  do  not  basely  (out  of  faintness  or  falsehood)  iPet  iL  tu 
desert  so  good  a  leader;  we  shall  not  fail  of  the  unfading 
crown,  i£ irith patience  we  rmi  therace  ihaiie  sei  befbre  tA9^Heb.zn.«. 
lodging  unio  the  Capiam  and  PerfecUr  ofowrfaWi^  J^^^^'A/u^^i, 
wboy  Jbr  the  joy  proposed  unto  him,  endured  the  cross f  <fe-T^'  ^^ 
spised  the  shame,  and  hath  satdownai  ilie  right  hand  of  the  ^^i^^ 
throne,  of  Ood.    Would  it  not  raise  and  inflame  any  csou-*^^*  ^  ,^ 
rage  to  see  his  commander  to  adventure  so  boldly  upon  all  Jam.  L  it, 
hazards,  to  endure  so  willingly  all  hardships  ?  Whom  would  2^^2!mu 
not  the  fflght  of  such  a  forerunner  animate  and  quicken  in 
his  course ;  who,  by  running  in  the  i^iught  way  of  righte* 
ousness  with  alacrity  and  constancy,  hath  obtained  himself 
a  most  glorious  crown,  and  holdeth  forth  another  like  there- 
to, for  the  reward  of  those  who  foUow  him  ?  Now  as  our 
Lord'^s  doctrine,  so  did  his  example,  in  the  nature  and  de- 
agn  thereof,  respect  and  appertain  to  all  men,  it  being  also 
like  the  Ught  of  heaven,  a  common  spectacle,  a  public 
guide,  to  guide  our  steps  in  the  way  of  peace :  if  it  do  not 
appear  so,  if  it  do  not  effectually  direct  all>  it  is  by  acd* 
dent  and  beside  God^s  intendon  i  it  is  by  the  fault  of  thein 
who  should  propound  it,  or  of  diero  who  have  not  eyes  fit 
or  worthy  to  behold  it;  briefly^  what  was  said  concerning 
the  universal  revelation  of  Christian  doctrine  may  be  ap^ 
plied  to  Christ^s  practice. 

9.  Jesus  is  the  Saviour  tf  aSL  men,  as  having  combated 
and  vanquished  all  the  enemies  of  man^s  welfare  and  hap- 
piness ;  diapossesnng  them  of  all  their  pretences  and  usur* 
pations  over  man,  disarming  them  of  all  their  power  and 
force  against  him ;  enabling  us  to  withstand  and  overcc»ne 
them.  Man^s  ssilvation  hath  many  adversaries  of  different 
nature  and  kind ;  some  directly  oppugning  it,  some  for- 


414  The  Doctrine  of  Universal  ttedempiim 

SERM.  mally  prejudicing  it,  some  acddentnUy  hindering  it ;  some 
LXXlV.flUmTOgy  some  forciifg,  wme  (tiscouraging  from  it,  or  from 
the  means  conducing  to  it :  the  chief  of  them  we  may  from 
the  Scripture  (witli^  consent  of  experience)  reckon  to  be  the 
devil,  with  all  his  envy  and  malice,  his  usurpations,  his  de- 
lusions, and  his  temptations  to  ^n ;  the  worldf  with  its 
snares  and  baits,  its  violences,  persteudons,  and  menaces ; 
the^^A,  or  natural  concupiscence,  with  its  bad  inclinations 
and  propenrities  to  pal,  its  lusts  and  pleasures ;  sin,  with 
its  guilt,  and  mischievous  consequences ;  the  law,  widi  its 
rigorous  exactions,  hard  measure,  and  harsh  boding ;  con- 
science^ with  its  accusations  and  complaints^  its  terrors  and 
anguishes ;  divine  anger,  with  its  effects,  deaih  and  helL 
•  AU  these  our  Lord  hath  in  several  and  suitable  wdys  de- 
feated ;  as  to  their  malignity,  contrariety,  or  enmity  in  res- 
pect  of  man^s  salvation ;  he  hath,  as  Zachariah  propheseth 
Luke  i.  Tl,  in  his  Benedictus,  saved  usjrom  our  enemies,  andjivm  Ae 
^^  hands  qfoB  thai  haie  us :  so  Aai  being  delivered  Ml  gT 

ike  hands  of  our  enemies,  tee  m^hi  (df^Cw^)  sq/efy  and  se^ 
curely,  without  danger  orjear,  serve  him,  in  holiness  and 
righteousness  before  him  ail  the  days  of  our  l^. 
Mitt  xifi.  The  devil,  (that  enemy,  that  adversary,  that  aecusery 
I^exi.19  *****  slanderer,  that  murderer,  that  greeA/  Hon,  that  cre^iy 
1  Pet.  ▼.  &  Serpent,  the  strong  one,  the  mischievous  one,  ihe  destroyer,  J 
Rtv?xa.S»^^^  usurped  an  authority,  and  exercised  a  domination 
&C.  cyver  mankind,  as  ^  prince  of  this  world ;   who  made 

]joliiiil.li.  prize  of  them,  captivated  them  at  his  pleasure ;  who  de- 
?*^-  *»V  *•  (fiined  them  under  the  power  (or  authority)  of  daricness 
31. xiv. aaand  wickedness;  who  had  the  power  of  death;  him 
eV^'ils.*^^^  Saviour  hath  destroyed  or  defeated,  (xar^^w,  as 
VL12.  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews  speaketh;  that  is,  abolished 
cS^L  13.**  ^^^  *'  ^  ^^y  ^^"^her  pretence  of  empire  or  power  over 
Acu  xxtL  us  ;)  him  he  hath  dejected  from  heaven,  fl  sate  Satan 
2Txm^ii«s.  ^^  lightning  filling  dxmmfrom  heaven ;)  him  he  hath  cast 
Heb.iL  14.  011^^.  jfow  is  the  fudffment  qf  this  world,  now  shaU  the 

John  xii 

31.  zvL  11-       *  -^  Xftfit  D)»  v3r  i^s  ffmn^uft  •'f^niMrUMn  c5  i^trn  r9  niefum  wwCrau 
Aihatu  eatUn  Jfofl.  p.  62& 
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prince  of  {IA9  vofid he  coat  cut:  931  his  teorlcs  He  hoik  dk^  SERM. 
solved :  For  this  cause,  saith  St  John,  the  Son  of  God  did  LXXIV, 
appear 9  thai  he  mi^t  dissolve  the  works  cf  the  devil    He  1  John  iiu8, 
combated  this  strong  one,  (this  mighty  and  dreadful  foe  of  j^gf^  ^"' 
ours,)  and  baffled  hira^  and  bound  him,  and  disarmed  Iiim, 
(taking  away  ^jtav&vyJiM  oMf,  /fte  tehde  armour  in  i^iiich  heLukezLSl, 
trusted,)  and  spoiled hm,  (rd  entUi  dni^tfiy  rifled aB hie  bag-^' 
gage  J  bare  away  all  his  instruments  of  mischief,)  and  plun- 
dered all  his  house;  leaving  him  unable  (without our  fault,  CtAom.  jL 
our  baseness,  our  negligence)  to  do  us  mischief,  (as  is  inti-  xutyfUiTi^iu 
mated  in  the  ISth  of  St.  Matthew,  and  11th  of  St.  Luke;)  ^ui^ex.  19! 
yea,  he  triumpfted  over  all  those  infernal  principalities  and  Eph.  vt  11. 
powers,  and  exposed  them,  as  St.  Paul  saith :  he  ilI>pAI^cd^?*^^  ii; 
to  his  disciples  ability  to  trampk  upon  all  his  powers  by  1  Kt  t.  9. 
him  all  his  folkiwers  are  so  forufied  as  to  conquer  the  «^^- j^^^'  \^* 
ed  one,  as  St  Jcdin  says :  he  oflbrdeth  light  to  discover  all 
his  wUes  and  snares,  strength  and  courage  to  withstand  all 
his  oMOuks,  to  repd  all  his  fiery  dartSy  to  put  hisn  iofiight. 
The  world  also    (that  is,  the  *  wicked  pnrineiples,   the 
bad   customs,    the    naughty  conversation  and   example 
trhich  commonly  prevail  here  among  men;    alluring  to 
evil  and  deterring  from  good ;  the  cares  also,  the  riches^ 
the  pleasures,  the  glories  of  the  world,  which  possess  or 
distract  the  minds,  satiate  and  cloy  the  de»res,  employ  all 
the  affections  and  endeavours,  take  up  the  time  of  men ; 
all  in  the  world  which  fasteneth  our  hearts  to  earth,  and 
to  these  low  tran^tory  things ;  or  which  sink  them  down 
toward  hell ;  and  which  detain  thorn  from  soaring  toward 
heaven)  is  an  enemy,  an  irreconcileable  enemy  to  our  sal- 
vation ;  the.  friendship  thereof  being  inconsistent  with  a 
friendship  in  us  toward  the  Grod  of  our  salvation ;  or  in 
him  toward  us :  for  the  friendship  cf  the  world  is  enmity  Jua.  ir.  4« 
with  God;  and.  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  Jriehdship  1 1^^  '^ 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  him*    And  this  enemy  our  Jjord 
hath  vanquished,  and  enabled  us  to  overcome.     Be  q^oIibktL 
courage,  saith  he,  I  have  overcome  the  world :  he,  by  a  con* 
stant  self-denial  and  temperance,  defeated  tlie  bewitching 
pleasures  and  flattering  glories  of  it ;  A^,  W  an  immove- 
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SERM.  able  patience,  baffled  the  terrible  frowntf  and  outrageoiitf 

LXXIV.  violences  of  it ;  he^  by  ft  resolute  and  invincible  mainte* 

nance  of  truth,  in  great  measure  routed  and  dissipated  the 

errors  dnd  oppoations  thereof;  Af ,  bj  a  general  and  intense 

charity,  surmounted  the  provocationsi  envies,  and  enmities 

thereof;  he  did  it  himself  for  us,  and  he  also  enabled  us  to 

do  it ;  furnishing  us  with  sufficient  strength,  and  fit  iireapon% 

whereby  we  may  combat  and  conquer  it ;  may  sustain  and 

1  JfihA  t.  i*^t><^l  its  force;  may  shun  and  elude  its  baiti ;  for^  dvefjf 

^  ^         one  thai  (by  faith  in  him)  is  born  ofGody  doth  overcome  the 

world:  and  ihia  is  the  victory  thai  ooercomes  ike  tpvrld,  our 

JaiA:  Who  is  he  that  overcomes  the  worlds  but  he  who  be-* 

lieves  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  cf  Godf  In  all  these  things 

(that  is,  in  whatever  concerns  the  world  and  its  enmity ; 

Horn.  Tiii.  tribulation^  or  distress^  ot  persecution^  otJamiMi  or  fiahed^ 

^^  ^    nessy  or  petUi  or  sword)  we  are^  saith  St  Piuil,  fnore  than 

14.  ixmquerofs  through  him  thai  loves  us;  thanks  be  to  God^ 

PluL  I.  M.  ^j^i^f^  always  causeth  its  to  triumph  in  Christ:  our  Lord 

hath  procured  for  us  hoped  that  will  raise  oUr  minds  and 

affections  above  the  world;  objects  employing  our  care  and 

endeavour  far  beyond  it ;  satisfactions  that  will  cheer  our 

hearts,  and  satiate  our  desires  without  it ;  comfoits  that 

wiU  support  and  sustmn  our  spirits  against  all  the  terrors^ 

ftll  the  assaults,  all  the  evils  thereof;  by  his  means  it  is, 

that  we  have  no  reason  either  to  love  it,  or  to  fear  it  or  to 

value  it,  or  to  be  concerned  about  it ;  but  to  contemn  it  aa 

a  thing  unworthy  of  us  and  below  us* 

GaL  T.  24.      'I^e  ^sh  also  (that  is,  all  that  within  us  of  bodily  tem« 

per,  or  natural  constitution^  which  indineth  and  sway- 

eth  us  to  vicious  excess  in  sensual  enjoyments;   whidi  | 

disposeth  us  to  the  inordinate  love  of  ourselves,  and  of 

other  creatures;   which  lusts  against  the  spirit^  and  is 

ICor. ill 4. adversary  thereto;    which  blindeth    and  darkenelh  our 

Matt  xxvL  mjnjg  ju  ^j,g  apprehension  of  our  judgment  concerning 

G»l.  ▼.17.  divine  things;  which  perverteth  and  disableth  (enfeebleth) 

is^^t'd!"*    our  wills  in  the  choice  and  prosecution  of  what  is  good  ^ 

Jam.  L  14.|  which  discomposeth  and  disordereth  the  affections  and 

passions  of  our  soul ;  which  continually  cnticeth  and  se« 
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duceth  us  to  sin)  is  also  an  enemy  ;  a  very  powerfu],  very  SERM. 
treacherous,  very  dangerous,  and  very  mischievous  enemy  ^ 
to  us  and  our  welfare ;  rendering  us  enemies  to  God,  (for 
the  carnal  fhind  ig  enmity  agmnet  God  ;far  it  is  not  subject  *«»•  ^*»- 
to  the  law  ^God^  neither  indeed  can  be^)  being  anoAer  law  lioin.  ▼& 
•n  owr  members^  warring  against  the  law  of  our  mindy  and  ^^  .^^^ 
capHxfaiing  us  to  the  law  of  ein ;  engendering  and  foster-GaL  ▼.  19. 
ing  those  Jleshfy  lusts  which  war  against  &e  soul ;  whose  \^^^s. 
works  and  fruits  are  all  sorts  of  intemperance,  impurity, 
pride,  envy,  contentiousness :  this  capital  enemy  of  ours  our 
Lord  did  in  his  own  person  first  subdue,  rejecting  aU  the 
suggestions  and  thwarting  the  impulses  thereof ;  entirely  Luke  xzU. 
submitting  to  and  performing  the  will  of  Grod ;  even  in  will-  ^^  3^ 
ingly  drinking  that  cup,  which  was  so  distasteful,  so  gch^  John  xyiL 
vous  to  natural  will  and  fieshly  desire.     He  so  conquered  Heb.  ii.  10. 
the  flesh  in  himself  for  us ;  he  also  conquers  it  in  us,  by  the 
guidance  and  assistance  of  his  grace  enabling  us  to  with- 
stand it,  and  to  overcome  it.     The  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  R*w>-  v">- 
in  Christ  Jesus^  saith  St  Paul,  hath  freed  me  from  the  law 
of  An  and  death.     He  infuses  a  light  discussing  those  fogs  ^  ^^^f^*  ^- 
which  stream  from  carnal  sense  and  appetite ;  so  that  we  1  John  ii. 
may  clearly  discern  divine  truths,  the  will  of  God,  the  way  ^- 
to  happiness:  he  inserteth  principles  of  spiritual  life  and  Horn.  xiif. 
strength,  counterpoising  and  overswaying  corporeal  and  sen-  p^^Jj^ 
sual  propensions ;  so  that  we  can  restrain  sensual  desires, 
and  compose  irregular  passions,  and  submit  readily  to  Glrod^s 
will,  and  observe  cheerfully  Grod^s  law,  and  freely  comply 
with  the  dictates  of  the  Spirit,  or  of  riglu  reason ;  he  so  con- 
tinually aideth,  encourageth,  and  upholds  us,  that  we  can  do  Phil.  £▼.  13. 
all  things  through  Christ  that  strengtiieneth  us ;  so  that  by  ]^l'^^^' 
his  power  and  help  the  flesh  with  Us  affections  and  lusts  are  21- 
crueifed ;  the  earSdy  members  are  mortified ;  the  old  man  q^^  jy. 
(which  zoos  cormpted  according  to  deceitful  lusts)  is  put^'^  fi- 
q^;  the  body  of  sin  is  so  destroyed,  that  henceforth  we  should  lUm/^.  s, 
not  serve  sin ;  wn  doth  not  reign  in  our  mortal  bodies^  so  l?'/*"'..^?" 
thcU  we  (must)  obey  it  in  the  lusts  thereof;  we  are  renewed  e^  iv.ssl 
in  the  spirit  of  our  minds  ;  and  do  put  on  the  new  man,  which  ^j^  ... 
is  created  according  to  God  in  righteousness  aiui  trueholiness.  10. 

VOL.  IIT.  K  e 
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SERM.       Our  sins  also  are  very  grievous  enemies  of  ours,  loading 
LXXIV.  yg  y^^  heavy  guift,  stinging  us  with  bitter  remorse  and  an- 
Heb.  xiL  4.  xious  fear,  keeping  us  under  miserable  bondage,  exposii^ 
^Uf  !{^'  us  to  extreme  mischief  and  misery ;  them  our  Lend  hath  al- 
«'«t<MiiC^-  8o  routed  and  vanquished :  in  regard  to  this  performance 
was  the  name  Jesus  assigned  to  him ;  as  the  angel  told  Jo- 
^^  ^  .Sl-seph :  SheshdUbearathnjOndihou  shalt  call  his  name  Je- 
1$.     **'   eusy /br he shattscn)e his peopUJrom their em$:  [From their 
sins ;  taking  in  all  the  causes  and  the  consequences  of  them ; 
b  from  all  those  spritual  enemies^  which  draw  us,  or  drive 
us  into  them ;  >from  the  guilt  and  obnoxiouttiess  to  punish- 
ment, the  terror  and  anguish  of  conscience,  the  wrath  and 
displeasure  of  God  following  upon  them,  the  slavery  under 
their  dominion,  the  final  condemnation  and  sufferance  of 
grievous  pains  for  them  ;]  the  guilt  of  sin  he  particularly 
Be?,  i.  5.    freed  us  frbm  :  for  he  laved  ua^  and  waehed  nsjixmi  our  4ms 
1  Fct  L  la  jfi  ^  oim  Nood    Christ  died  for  sinners,  (for  us  then  be- 
ing  anners,)  that  is,  that  he  might  deliver  us  from  our  sins, 
1  Pet  iL     with  all  their  causes,  adjuncts,  and  consequences.    He  bare 
I  j^  1^  our  spns  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree :  the  blood  qf  Christ 
iL  2.  iiu  6,  cleanseth  us  from  aUsin;  he  is  fhe  propiiioHon  Jhr  our 
Heb.\  3.  ^^^  andjbr  ffie  sins  ^the  whole  world ;  he  was  manifest^ 
ix.  16,  t8.  edto  take  away  our  sins ;  once  in  the  end  of  the  world  hath 
he  appearedtoput  away  sin  (tig  o^mK^vofMfr/ac,  totheaboK^ 
Kom.  ni.    tion  of  An)  by  the  sacrifice  qfhimsdf;  vfe'axejustifiedjree' 
24.  ▼.  19.   i^  2^  Godsgraee^  through  the  redemptian  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  by  his  obedience  many  are  constituted  righteous^  (or 
Rmn.  hr.  d,  free  from  the  guilt  and  imputation  of  sin ;)  he  justifies  the 
*  '         tmgodfy ;  cohering  their  sins^  and  not  imputing  them  unto 
them.    So  doth  he  wipe  away  the  guilt  of  an ;  and  he  voids 
R^mi-  vUi.  the  condemnation  passed  for  them ;  for  there  is  no  condem* 
'  nationtothem  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus :  who  is  there  thai  can 

condemn,  since  Christ  haih  died,  or  rather  hath  risen  again  t 
He  hath  also  appeased  God's  wrath  for  sin,  and  removed 
the  effects  of  it,  (tlie  punishment  and  vengeance  due  to  sin 

^•tn  wX«^r«T«y  awt^nn  rift  r«mif/«y,   iw  ^hun  vh  Sv^fetww  rtuf  Aftmfruug  l>r> 
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and  threatened  for  it :)  so  that  Imng  enemies,  we  were  re-  SERM. 
candled  to  God  by  the  death  qfMe  Son  ;  being  justified  by  LXXIV. 
Jhithy  we  ha^oe  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  uattL^.io^ 
Christ:  Jesus  is  ihe  6  juS/uvog,  who  delivers  us  Jrom  the^' 
wrath  tocome;  being  justified  by  his  blood,  we  shatt  be  saved^^^'^'^^  *• 
by  him  Jrom  wrath.  Rom.  r.  9. 

The  strength  and  dominion  of  sin  he  hath  also  broken* 
by  the  grace  afforded  us,  whereby  we  are  able  to  resist  and 
avoid  it :  so  that  sin  henc^brih  shaU  not  domineer  owr  us,  ??"V  J""!- 
or  reign  in  our  mortal  body:  Being  Jreed  Jrom  sin,  we  are  2t,  6.  * 
enslaved  to  righteousness,  and  made  servanii  to  God.  The 
body  of  sin  is  destroyed,  so  that  we  no  longer  serve  ^'n.-— 
Whence  consequently  he  hath  subdued,  utterly  weakened, 
or  quite  destroyed  (as  to  any  force  or  mischievous  influence 
upon  us)  those  other  adversaries,  which  depend  upon  sin, 
and  by  its  power  oppose  and  afllict  us. 

Our  conscience  is  such  an  enemy  accusing  us,  oondenHt^ 
ing  us,  vexing  us  with  the  memory  and  sense  of  on ;  sug* 
gesting  to  us  the  depth  oTour  guilt,  and  the  danger  of  our 
state,  terrifying  us  with  the  expectation  of  punishment  and 
vengeance :  but  our  Lord  (by  securing  us  of  mercy  and  far- 
vour  upon  repentance  and  sincere  obedience)  hath  silenced 
and  stilled  this  adversary ;  hath  byhisblood,  as  the  Apostle  H«b-ix.  14. 
to  the  Hebrews  says,  purged  our  conscience  Jrom  dead 
works;  hath  delivered  them,  who  Aroughjkar  qf  death  were  HA,  ii  1&. 
all  their  life-time  subject  to  bondage ;  so  that  thence  we  ob^ 
tun  a  steady  peace  of  mind,  a  joyful  satisfaction  in  the  ser« 
vice  of  God, 'a  comfortable  hope  of  future  bliss:  peaoefBrnofTf. 
comfort,  and  joy  are  the  adjuncts  of  that  state  he  shall  put  ^^'^^* 
us  into,  and  the  fruits  of  that  Spirit  he  bestoweth  on  us. 

The  Law  also  (in  its  rigour,  as  requiring  exaet  obedi-  Oal.  &  is. 
enoe,  and  as  denouncing  vengeance  to  them  who  in  any  Htb.^viL19. 
point  violate  it)  is,  by  reason  of  our  weakness  and  inability  Jf^«.  z.  5. 
so  perfectly  to  observe  it,  an  enemy  to  us;  justifying  noGgiLULli. 
man,  perfecting  no  man,  causing,  increasing,  aggravating,  I*  ^  ^..^ 
quickening,  declaring  sin ;  fielding  occasion  to  sin  of  killing  sf.  15.  iM. 
us,  working  wrath,  ministering  death  and  condemnaiian,^^'^^^^ 
subjecting  us  to  a  curse,  as  St  Paul  teacheth  us :  but  our  U* 
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SERM.  Lord,  by  mitigating  and  abadng  the  extreme  rigour  there- 
'  of,  by  procuring  an  acceptance  of  sincere  (though  not  ac- 
2  Or.  uL    curate)  obedience,  by  purchasing  and  dispensing  pardon  for 
'   '  transgression  thereof  upon  repentance,  by  conferring  com- 

petent strength  and  ability  to  perform  it  in  an  acceptable 
degree,  hath  brought  under  this  adversary  ;  hath  redeemed, 
R^"iiL  ^  tt*  Jrom  the  curee  of  the  law ;  hath  Justified  and  imputed 
21,  fS,  ir,  righteousness  to  us  without  the  works  of  the  law^  (without 
vL^^*  ^  such. punctual  performances  as  the  law  exacts :)  we  are  (i&- 
GaL  T.  ld»  liveredjrom  the  law,  (as  to  those  effects  of  it;  the  condemn- 
ing, di&ODuragirg ,  enslaving  us,)  we  cease  to  be  under  the 
law,  (in  those  respects,)  being  under  grace,  being  led  by  the 
Spirit,  as  St  Paul  tells  us.    The  law  indeed  is  still  our  rule, 
our  guide,  our  governor ;  we  are  obliged  to  follow  and  obey 
it;  but  it  ceases  to  be  a  tyrant  over  us,  a  tormentor  of  us. 
I  Cor.  zy.       Death  is  also  an  enemy,  (The  last  enemy,  saith  St.  Paul, 
which  shall  be  destroyed,  is  deoA,)  the  enemy,  which  na- 
turally we  most  fear  and  abominate ;  that  which  would  ut- 
terly destroy  us. 
Acto  a  24.     This  enemy  our  Lord  bath  vanquished  and  destroyed : 
i^Cor.  XV.  jjy  jjjg  death  and  resurrection  he  opened  the  way  to  a 
Acts  zztL  happy  immortality ;  he  abolished  death,  and  brought  life 
CoL  i.  18.  ^^  imi/nortahty  to  light  by  the  Gospel :   He  by  his  death 
Rev.  i.  5.    defsaied  Mm  that  had  tJie,  power  of  death ;  and  delivered 
'A^x^is  'them,  who  by  fear  of  death  wert  through  their  whole  li^ 
1*^:    .     subject  to  bondage ;  he  pulled  out  sin,  which  is  the  sting 
la  c^  death,  and  reversed  the  sentence  of  condemnation,  to 

]^*J^^**  which  we  all  stood  obnoxious.     The  wages  of  sin  (that 
^.  which  we  had  deserved,  and  was  by  law  due  to  us  for  it) 

was  death ;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  everlasting  life,  by  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 

Lastly,  Hell,  (that  is,  utter  darkness,  extreme  discom- 

fort,  intolerable  and  endless  misery,)  the  most  dismal  qf  alt 

enemies,  our  Lord  hath,  by  the  virtue  of  his  merits,  and  the 

power  of  his  grace,  put  us  into  a  capacity  of  avoiding ; 

1  llMtt.  u  He  hath,  as  St.  Paul  before  told  us,  delivered  us  from  the 

l^Cor.  xv.  O'''^^*  ^  «^^-     ^  ^^^^9  where  is  thy  victory  t  Death  and 

^^'  keU  shall  be  cast  into  the  lake  ofjire. 

Rev.  zx. 
14, 
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Thus  hath  our  Lord  in  our  behalf  vanquished  and  de-  SERM. 
feated  every  thing  that  is  opposed  or  prejudicial  to  our  LXXIV. 
salvation  and  welfare.  Many  indeed  of  these  things  do  in 
a  more  immediate,  more  peculiar,  and  more  signal  manner 
concern  the  faithful  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
are  directly  applied  to  them ;  yet  all  of  them  in  some  sort, 
according  to  God'^s  design,  and  in  respect  to  a  remote 
capacity,  may  be  referred  to  all  men.  They  are  benefits 
which  God  intended  for  aU  men^  and  which  all  men  (if 
they  be  not  faulty  and  wanting  to  themselves)  may  ob« 
tain.  How  they  more  especially  appertain  to  the  faithful, 
vre  may  shew  afterward. 

APPLICATION. 

1.  Henc^  ariseth  great  matter  and  cause  of  glorifying 
God ;  both  from  the  thing  itself  and  its  extent ;  for  the 
magnitude  of  beneficence  is  to  be  estimated,  not  only  ac- 
oording  to  the  degree  of  quality^  but  according  to  its  am- 
plitude of  object :  to  redeem  any  doth  signify  goodness, 
to  redeem  many  doth  increase  it,  to  redeem  all  doth  ad- 
vance it  to  the  highest  pitch ;  the  more  are  obliged,  the 
greater  is  the  ^ory  due  to  the  benefactor. 

Hence  ^  earth  being  fuU  of  the  goodness  rf  the  Lord, 
the  Lord  being  grcuAous  unto  aS,  a;nd  his  mercy  being  aver 
aU  his  teorksj  all  creatures  partaking  of  Gtid's  bounty,  is 
flo  often  insisted  upon  in  those  divine  hymns,  as  a  ground 
of  praise  to  God. 

Some  do  indeed  speak  of  glorifying  God  for  his  discri- 
minating grace,  as  if  grace  the  narrower  it  were  the  better 
it  were :  but  is  not  selfishness  and  envy  at  the  bottom  of 
this  ?  Is  not  this  the  disposition  of  those  in  the  Gospel,  who 
murmttred — '. — is  thine  eye  evil  because  mine  is  good  9 

It  is  dangerous  to  restrain  God^s  benevolence  and  bene- 
ficence within  bounds  narrower  than  they  really  are; 
thereby  diminishing  his  glory. 

2.  Hereby  is  discovered  the  general  obligation  of  men 
to  love  God  ;  to  praise  him,  to  serve  him  in  sense  of  his 
goodness,  in  regard  to  hb  beneficence,  out  of  gratitude 
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SERM.  toward  him.  If  God  hath  been  so  kindly  affected  toward 
*^^  men^  and  so  careful  of  their  welfare,  as  for  procuring  and 
promoting  their  salvation  to  provide  a  Saviour  for  them,  to 
design  bis  own  beloved  Son  to  that  performance,  in  pro- 
secution thereof  depressing  him  into  so  low  a  state,  expodng 
him  to  suph  inconveniences  and  indignities,  such  crosses 
and  afflictions,  how  much  are  then  all  men  obliged  to  love 
him,  as  their  gracious  friend  and  benefactor ;  to  praise  and 
celebrate  him  for  his  favour  and  mercy,  to  render  all  bless- 
Rrr.  V,  ».  iugg  mid  thanks  unto  him  ?  This  certainly  is  the  duty  of 
CcL  LIS.  all,  if  the  redemption  in  God^s  design  reach  to  all ;  other- 
wise in  reality  it  lieth  on  few,  in  practice  it  could  scarce 
touch  any.  They  cannot  be  obliged  to  thank  God  for 
their  redemption,  who  are  not  obliged  to  him  for  the 
thing  itself;  they  cannot  heartily  resent  the  kindness,  who 
are  not  assured  that  it  extends  to  them :  and  to  such  assur- 
ance (according  to  the  doctrine  of  particular  redemp- 
tion) it  is  certain  that  very  few  men,  especially  of  the 
best  men,  can  arrive ;  it  is  a  question  whether  any  men 
arrive  thereto. 

According  to  tlie  sense  of  all  men,  it  is  also  no  easy  thing 
to  know  certainly,  whether  a  man  at  present  be  in  the  state 
of  grace :  and  he  that  doth  not  know  that,  cannot  (except 
upon  the  score  of  general  redemption)  be  assured  that  he  is 
redeemed ;  and  therefore  cannot  thank  God. 

It  hath  been  the  oonunon  doctrine  of  Christendom  for 
fiileen  hundred  years  together,  that  no  man  (without  a 
special  revelation)  can  in  this  life  be  assured  of  his  perse- 
verance, and  consequently  not  of  his  salvation ;  and  oonse* 
quently  not  of  his  election  or  redemption,  in  case  only 
diey  who  are  saved  are  in  the  design  of  God  redeemed : 
no  man  therefore,  without  that  special  revelation,  can  thank 
God  heartily  for  his  redemption,  as  b^g  uncertain  there- 
of, it  being  a  secret  reserved  in  God's  breast 

It  is  yet  a  farther  difficulty,  supporing  a  man  to  have  a 
good  assurance  of  his  present  state,  to  be  assured  of  Us 
final  perseverance  in  it :  which  he  that  hath  not,  cannot 
(except  ppon  the  siud  score)  thank  Grod  for  it. 
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The  best  men  especially,  who,  out  of  modesty  and  hu-  SERM. 
mUity,  are  apt  to  doubt  of  their  present  state ;  who  study-  LXXIV. 
ing  their  hearts,  and  discovering  many  imperfections  in 
themselves ;  who  reflecting  on  their  lives,  and  observing  in 
them  many  defects,  are  apt  to  question  whether  they  are 
qualified  for  Grod's  favour^  or  fitted  for  the  future  account 
and  enjoyment  of  heaven ;  who  considering  the  treachery 
of  their  hearts,  the  feebleness  of  their  reason,  that  unstea- 
diness  of  their  resolution,  will  be  apt  to  fear  they  may  fall 
away,  will  be  rendered  hence  uncapabie  to  gi ve  God  thanks 
for  their  redemption :  only  the  bold  and  blind  bayards 
(who  usually  out  of  self-conceit  are  so  exceedingly  confi- 
dent of  their  election  and  salvation)  will  be  able  to  praise 
God  for  it 

Hence  the  assurance  of  salvation  happening  to  few,  and 
of  them  to  much  fewer  upon  good  grounds ;  it  being  neces* 
sary  to  none,  it  being  perhaps  (yet  far  more  probably,  ac« 
cording  to  the  general  sense  of  Christendom)  groundless  to 
any ;  few  or  none  are  capable  to  render  Crod  praise  and 
thanks  for  it :  so  shall  he  lose  in  effect  all  thanks  for  the 
greatest  benefit  he  did  ever  confer  on  mankind. 

It  is  therefore  a  dangerous  opinion,  which  checketh  their 
gratitude,  which  stoppeth  their  mouths  from  praising  Grod, 
which  so  depriveth  God  of  his  due  prdse.  It  is  much  more 
safe  to  praise  Grod  for  the  benefits  we  conceive  we  have,  but 
have  not,  than  to  neglect  to  praise  him  for  that  we  have, 

8.  This  doctrine  doth  afford  great  matter  of  comfort. 
If  a  man  reflecting  on  his  own  heart  and  ways  (observing 
in  them  many  blemishes  and  defects)  is  apt  to  be  discour- 
aged, yet  it  will  raise  him  to  condder,  that  he  is  not 
thereby  excluded  from  a  possibility  of  salvation,  seeing  he 
is  assured  of  God^s  favourable  inclination,  and  who  hath 
expressed  so  much  good-will  and  favour  toward  him  in  his 
redemption ;  seeing  he  is  persuaded,  that  he  hath  a  Savi* 
our  so  kindly  and  pitifully  affected  toward  him;  who 
wisheth  him  well ;  who  is  concerned  in  his  salvation,  that 
he  might  not  be  crossed  or  defeated  in  his  designs,  that  he 
might  not  lose  the  effects  of  his  endeavours,  the  price  of 
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SERM.  his  blood.     But  he  that  seeth  himBelf  in  so  doubtful  a  con* 

LXXIV.  dition,  as  to  his  own  qualifications,  and  withal  hath  no  as*  j 

surance  that  God  was  ever  graciously  disfposed  toward  him,  | 

cannot  but  thereby  be  much  discouraged.  | 

This  doctrine  therefore  is  safe  and  useful ;  it  can  do  no  ' 

man  harm  ;  it  may  do  him  great  good,  by  giving  him  hopes 
of  being  assisted  and  accepted  by  his  Redeemer.  But  the 
other  is  dangerous,  as  tending  to  discourage  and  deject 
men. 

4.  This  doctrine  is  a  great  incitement  to  the  performance 
of  duty ;  both  as  working  upon  men'*s  ingenuity,  and  dis- 
posing them  in  gratitude  to  serve  God,  from  the  resentment 
of  their  obligation  for  so  great  a  favour ;  ^and  as  assuring 
them  of  acceptance  in  case  of  endeavour  to  obey.  How  can 
he  but  be  moved  willingly  to  serve  God,  who  hath  an  ap- 
prehension of  God's  such  merciful  design  to  save  him  p  of 
his  having  done  so  much  in  order  thereto  ? 

But  how  can  he  be  moved  to  serve  Grod  in  consideration 
of  such  a  benefit,  who  is  ignorant  of  its  being  intended  himp 
How  can  any  man  apply  himself  cheerfully  to  serve  that 
master,  whose  favourable  inclination  toward  him,  whose  rea* 
diness  to  accept  his  service,  he  doubteth  of? 
1  Cor.  VL  The  Apostles  propound  it  as  a  ground  of  gratitude,  and 
J  p  -y  an  obligation  to  the  performance  of  duty,  that  they  are  re- 
deemed  by  Christ ;  which  supposeth  they  do  all  know  and 
believe  it 

Supposing  Christ  is  not  the  Redeemer  of  all,  but  of  those 
only  who  shall  be  finally  saved,  these  grounds  of  thankful* 
ness  and  enforcements  of  duty  cannot  properly  or  perti- 
nently respect  all  Christians,  and  indeed  only  those  who  ar^ 
sure  of  their  salvation. 

My  thanking  Christ  for  his  redeeming  me,  my  diligently 
servirig  him  as  my  Rec^.eemer,  supposeth  my  opinion,  and  is 
grounded  upon  the  truth  of  his  being  really  so : — I  cannot 
heartily,  confidently,  or  comfortably  do  it,  except  I  know  it, 
andam  assured  thereof;  which  Icannot  do,  except  Christ  died 
for  all  men,  or  that  I  am  assured  of  my  particular  election. 

So  that  either  Christ  is  an  universal  Saviour,  or  the 
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greatest  part  of  Christians  are  disobliged  and  ineapadtated  SERlf  . 
reasonably  to  thank  him,  to  pr^use  him,  to  serve  him,  as  LXXIV. 
they  are  enjoined  to  do. 

5.  It  is  a  great  a^ravation  of  infidelity^  of  apostasy,  of 
all  disobedience,  thai  we  are  guilty  of  them,  do  frustrate 
the  designs  and  undertakings  of  Christ,  do  reject  the  over- 
tures of  his  grace,  do  abuse  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  their 
Bedeemer ;  it  consequently  deterreth  from  those  things. 

The  Pharisees  and  Lawyers  receded  the  counsel  of  God^  Luke  viu 
toward  them ,   (Grod  therefore  designed  their  good.) 

How  shaU  we  escape  that  neglect  so  great  salvatwi  f   A  ^^  ^  ^ 
salvation  which  they  were  capable  of,  which  was  designed 
for  them,  which  was  offered  to  them;   otherwise  there 
would  have  been  no  danger  in  neglecting  it,  no  fault  in 
doing  it. 

It  is  said  of  the  Jews  at  Antioch  in  Pisidia,  that  ^A^ActsnS. 
did  &gn&a&<mf  thrust  away  the  Gospel^  (the  ward  of  salvo-  ^^»  ^^ 
tion^  that  was  sent  them,)  judging  themselves  unworthy  of 
eternal  life :  Crod  did  think  fit  out  of  goodness  seriouriy  to 
(rfbr  it  to  them,  but  they  did  not  think  fit  to  embrace  it 

Despisest  thou  the  riches  of  God's  goodness  f   How  can  2  pet  la.  »• 
any  man  despise  that  which  doth  not  concern  him,  which  A<»n.  u.  4. 
never  was  offered  him,  which  at  least  be  hath  no  ground  of 
confidence,  that  it  extendetli  to  him  f 

These  things  I  speak  ihcU  ye  may  be  saved :  .|o  our  Lord  John  ▼.  34^ 
saith  to  those        ^who  did  not  believe  in  him.  ^^ 

How  often  have  I  wHledy  &c.  .  Matt  zxHL 

Denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them.  ^t^.  ii  u 

6.  It  is  a  great  encouragement  and  excitement  to  devo^ 
tion.  Who  can  be  backward  of  having  recourse  to  his  Be» 
deemer ;  or  of  using  his  mediation  ?  Whom  will  not  suc^ 
an  experiment  of  goodness  invite  and  encourage  } 

But  the  contrary  apprehension  must  needs  damp  devo* 
tion,  and  discourage,  from  it.  He  can  apply  himself  to 
God  but  faintly  and  distrustfully,  who  distrusteth  whether 
he  hath  any  Bedeemer  or  Mediator,  or  no;  who  must  thus 
conceive  and  say  to  himself:  Perhaps  God  hath  loved  me^ 
and  perhaps  he  never  had  nor  will  have  any  regard  to  my 
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SERM.  welfare.  Perhaps  Christ  died  with  intention  to  do  me  good  t 
LXXIV.  perhaps  he  never  did  mean  any  such  thing.  Perhaps  those 
expressions  of  kindness  sounding  so  generally  do  not  include 
me;  perhaps  I  am  excluded,  and  only  deluded  by  them. 
When  a  man  cannot  say  to  Christ,  O  my  Saviour  ! — O  my 
Mediator !  &c.  nor  use  his  intercession  with  God  for  die 
procurement  of  faith,  of  grace,  of  any  good  thing. 

7.  It  is  a  ground  and  motive  of  charity ;  there  arising 
thence  a  more  considerable  relation  between  all  men ;  being 
all  the  objects  of  Chrisf  s  love  and  mercy  should  endear  men 
to  one  another ;  it  rendcreth  every  man  valuable  in  our 
eyes,  as  dear  and  precious  in  Grod^s  sight.  It  should  make 
his  salvation  desirable  to  us. 

^^  J^  oH  fnen^  satth  St.  Paul. 
The  contrary  opinion  remoVeth  this  ground  of  charity ; 
and  so  cooleth  it. 

8.  It  should  consequently  render  us  careful  to  promote 
the  salvation  of  others,  and  fearful  to  hinder  it  by  ill  ex- 
ample, by  ill  doctrine,  by  any  misbehaviour.  So  doth  St. 
Paul  argue,  when  he  saith,  Destroyest  ihou  himjbr  whom 
Christ  diedf 

0.  It  is  a  piece  of  justice  to  acknowledge  the  right  and 
interest  of  every  man  in  his  Saviour. 

A  wrong  to  exclude  any;  to  confine  and  appropriate 
this  great  blessing ;  to  engross,  to  inclose  a  common ;  to  re- 
strain that  by  forging  distinctions,  which  is  so  unlimitedly 
expressed. 

The  undertakings  and  performances  of  our  Saviour  did 
respect  all  men,  as  the  common  works  of  nature  do;  as 
the  air  we  breathe  in,  as  the  sun  which  shineth  on  us ;  the 
which  are  not  given  to  any  man  particularly,  but  to  all  ge- 
nerally ;  not  as  a  proper  inclosure,  but  as  a  common^>they 
are  indeed  mine,  but  not  otherwise  than  as  they  do  belong 
to  all  men. 

A  gift  they  are  to  all  equally,  though  they  do  not  prove 
to  all  a  Uesnng ;  there  being  no  common  gift,  which  by 
die  refusal,  neglect,  or  ill  use  of  it  may  not  prove  a  curse— 
a  savour  of  death. 
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THE  NATIVITY  OF  OUR  LORD,  TIDINGS  OP 
GREAT  JOY. 


LuKJB  ii.  10. 

And  ike  angd  said  unto  them^  Fear  fud:Jbry  behold^  I 
bring  you  tidifngs  of  great  joy^  whkh  shall  be  to  oB 
people  \ 

JLhk  proper  bunneflB  of  a  festival  is  spiritual  joy,  conceived  SERM. 
in  our  hearts  by  reflection  on  some  notable  blessing  confer-  LXXV. 
red  on  us;  accompanied  with  a  grateful  sense  and  expres-^^ 
sion,  answerable  to  the  special  bounty  and  mercy  of  God, 
in  due  proportion  to  the  nature  and  d^ree  of  that  blessing. 

Such  joy  is  a  duty,  or  a  part  of  religious  devotion,  le- 1  tImis.  t. 
quired  by  God,  and  very  acceptable  to  him:  for  as  God J^^ 
would  have  his  servants  perpetually  content,  well  satisfied,  is. 
and  cheerful  in  all  states,  and  upon  all  occurrences;  so  he        ^'  ^ 
doth  especially  demand  from  us,  that  we  should  entertain  | 

his  favours  with  delight  and  complacence ;  it  being  pro*  i 

per,  it  bong  seemly,  it  being  just,  so  to  do:  for  since  joy  ' 

is  a  natural  result  of  our  obtaining  whatever  we  do  appre-  , 

hend  good,  or  esteem  and  affect ;  the  conception  of  it  is  a 
plain  argument,  that  we  do  well  understand,  do  rightly 
prize,  do  cordially  like,  do  thankfully  embrace  GrodV  fiu 
yours;  as,  on  the  contrary,  a  defect  erf*  it  doth  imply,  that 

I 
i 
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SERM.  we  do  not  mind  them,  or  take  them  to  be  little  worth,  that 
LXXV.  ^e  Jq  not  sensibly  relish  them,  or  accept  them  kindly. 
And  if  ever  we  are  obliged,  if  ever  we  are  concerned  so  to 
rejoice,  then  surely  it  is  now ;  when  the  fairest  oocaaon 
and  highest  cause  of  joy  that  ever  was  is  presented  to  us ; 
when  certain  news  from  heaven,  and  the  best  that  ever 
came  from  thence,  of  the  most  admirable,  the  most  glori- 
ous, the  most  beneficial  event,  that  ever  happened  in  the 
world,  is  in  a  manner  suitably  rare  conveyed  to  us ;  for, 
Beholdj  saith  the  angel,  /  bring  you  tidings  of  great  joy^ 
vihich  shatt  be  to  aU  people. 

Upon  which  words  (each  whereof  is  emphatical,  and  preg- 
nant with  matter  observable)  we  shall  first  make  a  brief  des- 
cant, or  paraphrase,  supplying  the  room  of  a  curious  analy- 
sis ;  then  we  shall  urge  the  main  duty  couched  in  them. 

'Id^,  Behold:  This  is  a  word  denoting  admiratiot^  ejiiU 
ing  iUteniionf  intimating  a^#uranc^:  Behold^  and  admire; 
it  is  no  mean,  no  ordinary  matter,  that  I  report,  but  a  most 
remarkable,  a  very  marvellous  event:  Behold,  and  aitend; 
it  is  a  bunness  not  to  be  passed  over  with  small  regard,  but 
most  worthy  your  connderatioft,  of  high  moment  and  con- 
cernment to  you.  Behold  and  see ;  it  is  no  uncertain,  no 
obscure  thing;  but  whereof  you  may  be  fully  aisuiedf  as 
if  it  were  most  evident  to  your  sens^  and  which  by  con«pi«>. 
cuouB  proofs  shall  be  demonstrated ;  in  the  mean  while  you 
have  no  slight  authority  &r  it :  for 

EuocTTfXi^o/tMx/,  I  bringgood  tidings;  /,  an  angel,  a  8p&-' 
cial  messenger  God  purposely  sent  on  this  errand,  that  by 
the  strangeness  of  my  apparition  I  may  excite  you  to  re- 
gard it,  by  the  weight  of  my  testimony  I  may  incline  you 
to  believe  it,  by  the  dignity  of  my  nature  I  may  declare 
the  importance  of  it ;  /,  a  faithful  servant  of  Grod,  and  a 
kind  fHend  to  men,  very  willing  at  his  command  to  perffmn 
good  offices  to  diem,  do  bring  a  message  well  becoming  an 
angePs  mouth,  worth  my  descent  from  heaven,  and  putting 
on  this  vieiUe  shape :  for  /  bring 

'B\toLyy6>J^ofuu  p^o^v  fuyakriv,  good  tidings  of  great  joy : 
I  bring  tidings  that  may  gratify  the  curioeity  of  any  man. 


Tidings  qf  great  Joy.  4S9 

the  mind  of  man  naturally  being  greedy  of  news:  ^!Y2od'SERW. 
tidings ;  those  are  welcome  to  all  men,  and  apt  to  yield  LXXVv 
more  pleasure  than  any  knowledge  we  had  before :  tidings  ' 

^J<^  >  such  as  may  not  only  minister  a  dry  satisfaction  to 
your  reason,  but  sensibly  touch  your  affections,  by  theoom** 
fortable  nature  and  beneficial  tendency  of  them :  tidings 
of  great  joy  ;  as  not  touching  any  indifferent  or  petty  bu- 
siness, but  affairs  of  nearest  concernment  and  biggest  con- 
sequence to  you :  (such,  indeed,  as  you  shall  understand, 
'*  which  do  concern  not  the  poor  interests  of  this  wcurld,  not 
the  sorry  pleasures  of  sense,  not  any  slender  advantage  of 
your  present  life  and  temporal  state;  but  your  spiritual 
welfare,  your  everlasting  condition,  the  future  joy  and  hap* 
piness  of  your  souls ;)  tuUngs^  indeed,  the  most  gladsome 
that  ever  sounded  upon  earth,  that  ever  entered  into  mor- 
tal ear  2  these  /  bring 

*T/E^,  to  you :  to  you  shepherds ;  persons  of  mean  condi^ 
tion  and  simple  capacity,  leading  this  innocent  and  humble 
sort  of  life,  employed  in  your  honest  vocation,  undergoing 
toilsome  labour  and  sore  hardship;    witness  the  open  Luke  iL  8. 
field,  witness  the  cold  season,  witness  the  dark  night,  in 
which  I  find  you  watching  and  guarding  your  sheep ;  Pauperibus 
to  you,  who  could  expect  no  very  welcome  tidii^;  whoJlJ^^^" 
are  little  concerned  in  any  great  transactions,  and  can  have&c  Bem. 
small  ambition  or  hope  of  bettering  your  condition  by  any  %^*s.    ■ 
changes  here ;  even  to  you  (not  in  the  first  place  to  the 
mighty  princes j  Xp  the  crafty  statesmen,  to  the  sage  philo* 
sophers^  or  learned  rabbits,  to  the  wealthy  merchants,  or 
fine  citizens,  who  now  are  warm  in  their  houses,  enjoying 
their  ease  and  pleasure ;  reposing  on  their  beds,  or  sitting 
by  their  fires,  or  revelling  at  their  banquets  and  sports ;  but 
to  you,)  poor,  harmless,  silly,  industrious  souls,  who  well 
may  represent  the  greater  and  better  part  of  mankind ;  in 
this  surprising  and  absolutely  free  way  the  gracious  Lord 
of  heaven  by  me  his  special  minister  doth  vouchsafe  to  send 
from  thence  tidings  of  great  Joy :  which  shall  be 

Jlavri  ra  XajD,  to  oU  people ;  or  rather  to  all  the  people ;  Matt  xt. 

that  is,  to  God^s  ancient  and  peculiar  people,  in  regard  to  J*-  *-.^* , 
,  .  -    .    .        .,     ,  ' '^^  if,  ,    Rom.iK.4. 

wnica  It  IS  said,  /  was  not  sent  out  to  the  lost  sfieepqfthe  i^uke  x»y^ 

47.  Acts  ftiil  46.  Isa.  u.  3.  Zech.  ix.  9.  ^m.  ix.  4 
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SERM.  Ium9e  of  Israd ;  to  that  people,  I  say,  especially,  ptioKt- 
LXXV.  rilj,  and  more  immediately  this  joy  did  appertain ;  it,  by 
a  cloBM'  relation  to  Grod,  and  special  interest  in  his  pro- 
mises, having  plainest  title  thereto ;  it,  from  anticipations 
of  knowledge,  £uth,  and  hope,  being  more  capable  to  ad« 
mit  such  an  overture ;  it  indeed  being  the  representative 
of  all  the  spiritual  Israel,  or  faithful  seed  of  Abraham,  for 
whom  the  benefits  which  these  tidings  import  were  de- 
signed ;  to  it  first  indeed,  but  mediately  and  consequen- 
tially to  all  people  dispersed  on  the   face  of  the  earth. 
The  expresffion  seemeth  adapted  to  the  present  conceits  of 
that   nation,   which  apprehended    nothing    about  Grod^s 
favourable  intentions  to  the  community  of  men;  but  in 
effect  it  is  to  be  understood  extensively  in  reference  to  all 
people :  for  the  Saviour,  the  Christ,  the  Lord,  of  whom 
this  good  news  did  report,  was  not  only  to  be  the  Re- 
deemer and  Governor  of  that  small  people,  but  of  the 
world,  of  every  nation,  of  all  mankind :  here,  indeed,  we 
XuktiLSl.  have  aravr/  r(i>  Xaf),  to  oU  the  people ;  but  in  the  nunc  d&mit^ 
^  of  old  Simeon,  we  have  iraunrw  rw  >Moiv,  of  all  the  peoples: 
hvktU,  30.  Mine  eyes  J  said  he,  have  seen  thy  salvation,  which  thou 
hast  prepared  before  the  face  of  aU  the  peoples:  As  he 
Luke  iL  SS.  was  the  gkfy  of  his  people  Israel ;  as  in  him  God  did  visit 
h^^^l^  oind  redeem  that  his  people ;  so  he  wa4  made  a  light  to 
Jm.  ilix.  e.  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  to  he  for  salvation  to  the  uttermost 
L^i'iL  W.  ^*  9f  ^**  f^^h :  he  was  the  expectation  of  Israel ;  but 
Hag.  ii  7.  he  was  likewise  the  desire  qfaU  nations :  he  was  destined  to 
Mk.  ▼.  9.  ^^^  ^**  '^^  >  ^"^  ^^^  Heathen  also  were  given  for  his  in^ 
heritance,  avul  the  utteri^ost  parts  nf  the  earth  for  his 
Im.  zi.  10.  possession :  he  was  the  root  of  Jesse,  which  should  stand  for 
an  ensign  of  the  people,  to  which  the  Gentiles  should  seek; 
he  was  that  royal  Person,  of  whom  the  Psalmist  did  ting, 
PnLlxiii.  Men  shall  be  blessed  in  him;  all  TuUions  shall  call  him 
^^-  Nessed. 

He  was  to  be  bom  by  nation  a  Jew,  but  a  man  by  na- 
ture ;  the  Son  of  man  was  a  style  which  he  commonly  did 
own  and  affect,  no  less  than  the  Son  of  Abraham,  or  of 
C4d.  i    4.  ^'^ »  ^^  ^^  ^^^*^  Indeed  under  the  law,  but  of  a  woman  ; 
Hcb.  iL  14b  and,  therefore,  brother  to  us  all,  as  partaker  of  the  same 


Tiding9  of  great  Joy.  4Sl 

jfejA  and  blood :  hence  was  he  endued  with  an  human  com-  SERM. 
paftttOD,  and  with  a  fraternid  affection  toward  all  men;  LXXV. 
hence  was  he  disposed  to  extend  the  benefit  of  his  chaii- 
table  and  gracious  perfarmances  unto  them  all. 

Judea  therefore  must  not  ingross  this  angelical  Gospel ; 
it  is  of  importance  most  universal  and  unlimited,  reaching 
through  all  succesacms  of  time,  and  all  extensions  of  place ; 
filling  all  ages  and  all  r^ons  of  the  world  with  matter  and 
with  obligation  of  joy ;    hence  even  by  Moses  anciently 
(according  to  St.  PauPs  interpretation)  were  all  nations 
upon  this  account  invited  to  a  common  joy ;  Rejoice^  said  Robo-  zt. 
he,  O  ye  naUouM  with  his  people.    Hence,  in  fcxrenght  of  DentaoiL 
this  event,  the  holy  Psalmist  (as  the  Fathers  expound^ 
himc)  did  sii^,  The  Lord  reigneth^  let  the  earth  rejoice^  let  VttSL  xcvU. 
the  muUitude  of  isles  be  glad  thereof:  hence,  Sing,  O  thoujJ^'^X 
barren,  thou  that  didst  not  bear ;  break  forth  into  singing, 
and  cry  aloud,  thou  that  didst  not  travail  with  cAiU— 7%eln-nzf.l. 
wUdemess  and  the  solitary  place  shall  be  glad,  the  desert 
shall  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose-^Sing  unto  the  £ordaln.sliL10. 
new  song,  and  his  praise  Jrom  the  end  qfihe  earth,  said  the 
evangelical  Prophet  in  regard  to  this  dispensation ;  in  fine, 
this  angel  himself  did  interpret  his  own  words,  when  in 
concert  with  the  heavenly  choir  he  sang  that  anthem,  Gkry 
be  to  God  in  the  highest:  on  earth  peace,  andgood^wiU  ^Liik«n.l4b 
tvard  men :  whence  we  may '  coUect  that  a  peace  diffused 
over  the  earth,  and  good-will  extended  toward  all  men, 
were  implied  in  these  tidings  of  great  joy  to  aU  people. 

We  then  are  all  concerned  in  these  tidings,  and  we  may 
look  on  them  as  by  this  heavenly  Evangelist  imparted  to 
us ;  whence  our  duty  must  be  to  listen  with  reverent  at- 
tention  unto  them,  seriously  to  wei^  the  purport  of  them, 
^igently  to  contemplate  the  reasons  of  that  great  joy, 
which  ^ectually  should  be  produced  in  us  by  them,  as 
their  proper  and  due  result ;  to  further  which  practice,  let 
us  take  some  prospect  of  this  Gospel,  whereby  it  may  ap- 

*  T«^  Wf&rifm9  rv  emrn^  Wi^nmi  T^Xiyu.     Theodor. 
Totum  ad  Chrittum  icrooemtti,  si  v^lamus  iter  reetae  intdfigcoti*  ttnere. 
AMg.  in  Ft*  acTi*  7. 
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SERM.  pear  pleasant,  and  apt  to  kindle  a  sprightly  joy  in  our  hearts. 
LXXV.  The  matter  of  it  is  the  nativity  of  our  ever  blessed  Lord 
and  Saviour  Christ  Jesus ;  for,  To  you,  saith  our  angel,  is 
bom  this  day  a  Saviour,  who  is  Christ  the  Lard  ;  an  oc- 
currence fraught  with  all  the  greatest  causes  of  joy  ima^- 
nable ;  as  importing  innumerable,  unexpressibly  and  un- 
conceivably  vast  advantages  thence  springing  to  us. 

It  doth  minister  occa^n  of  rejoicing  for  all  the  blessings, 
which  did  flow  from  each  of  his  salutary  undertakings  and 
performances ;  for  all  the  mercies  purchased  by  the  merits 
of  his  obedience,  and  by  the  price  of  his  blood ;  for  all  the 
graces  issuing  from  his  dispensation  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  for 
all  the  benefits  consequent  on  his  illustrious  resurrection, 
ascension,  and  glorification ;  as  being  a  good  entrance  to 
them,  yea,  a  great  progress  in  them,  and  a  certain  pledge 
of  their  full  accomplishment;  for  all  the  work  of  our  re- 
demption was  in  a  manner  achieved,  when  our  Saviour  did 
appear;  his  incarnation  was  the  great  step  toward  it,  as  being 
an  act  of  the  humblest  obedience,  and  of  the  highest  merit, 
that  could  anywise  be  performed,  for  satisfying  the  justice 
of  Crod,  and  winning  his  favour  toward  us.  His  taking  up 
lifi  may  well  seem  more  meritorious  than  his  laying  it  down^ 
and  the  chief  passion  which  he  could  ever  undergo ;  bis 
death  was  a  passion,  great  as  death  could  be ;  his  life  also 
was  a  continual  passion,  or  exercise  of  huge  patience :  but 
his  birth  seemeth  to  be  the  greatest  and  strangest  pasaon 
of  all ;  involving  the  lowest  submission  and  the  deepest  su£. 
fering.  What  nobler  sacrifice  could  there  be,  than  God^s 
offering  himself  up  to  mortality,  to  infirmity,  to  slavery  ? 
What  obedience  can  be  thought  of  comparable  to  that  which 
Hcb.  X,  7.  he  did  express,  when  he  said,  Lo,  I  come  to  do  thy  mU^  O 
John  vL  38.  Qod :  I  Came  dortm,  not  that  I  might  do  my  awn  wiU,  bu6 
tlie  wiU  of  him  that  sent  me:  For  him  to  descend  from 
heaven,  die  region  of  light  and  bliss,  into  this  gloomy 
and  sad  world ;  for  him  in  a  manner  to  divest  faimsdf  of 
celestial  majesty,  and  to  assume  the  form  of  a  servant ;  for 
him  to  be  inclosed  in  a  womb,  and  io  come  out  wailing 
thence,  to  suck  at  a  breast  for  life,  to  be  carried  in  arms. 
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«iid  laid  in  a  maiigery  to  enter  on  a  stage  of  being  so  very  SERM. 
low  and  homely ;  for  him,  I  say,  the  Lord  of  ghry^  thus  LXXV. 
to  empty  and  abase  himself^ ;  may  not  this  reasonably  be  phn.  u.  7. 
deemed  more  than,  after  his  becoming  man,  to  sustain  all  ^* 
the  grievances  incident  to  our  nature  and  state  ?  Whence 
0te  very  aesumption  of  fieek  tcas^  salth  St  Athanasius,  the 
redemption  of  aU  mankind^.  He  was  at  least  thence  en- 
gaged in  the  way  of  acting  and  suffering  whatever  wa# 
needful  for  our  recovery;  and  having  gone  so  far,  as- 
suredly he  never  would  flinch  or  recoil,  but  would  go 
through  with  all ;  being  come,  he  would  shew  himself  come 
to  purpose,  leaving  no  part  unfinished  of  his  grand  design. 
So  that  as  they,  who  celebrate  the  birth  of  a  prince,  do 
mean  thereby  to  express  their  joy  for  all  the  good,  which 
they  do  hopefully  presume  to  enjoy  from  his  protection 
and  conduct  afterward  in  all  his  life ;  and  as  they,  who 
welcome  the  sun-rising,  do  imply  their  satisfaction  in  the 
convoiiences  of  his  light  through  the  whole  ensuing  day  ; 
so  may  the  nativity  of  our  Lord  afford  matter  of  rejoicing 
for  all  the  train  of  mighty  blessings  which  do  succeed  it. 
We  may  therefore  now  well  conudcr  him  bom  to  instruct 
us  by  his  excellent  doctrine,  and  to  guide  us  by  his  per^ 
feet  example ;  bom  to  merit  Grod'^s  mercy  and  favour  to- 
ward us,  by  an  enUre  submission  t6  God^s  pleasure  in  the 
whole  conduct  of  his  life,  and  in  the  final  resignation  of 
it ;  bom  to  renew  and  sanctify  our  nature,  to  support  and 
strengthen  us  in  obedience  to  GUxl^s  commandments,  to 
succour  us  in  temptations,  to  comfort  us  in  distresses  by 
his  grace ;  bom  to  rear  himself  from  the  grave  for  con- 
firming our  faith,  and  ensuring  our  hopes  of  salvation; 
born  to  ascend  up  above  all  the  heavens  to  God^s  right 
hand,  there  effectually  to  intercede  for  us,  thence  liber- 

^*H  r(«rXir^if  riir  rm^»it  Ikut^i^mrtf  h  irdtnt  ^f  JtvB'^tMrimv^,     AHu  Or, 
S.  e.  Arr.  pw  385.  Tid.  p.  618. 

Av^Mv  l^t  ^  Vautrw  r«pNH  Ac    Greg,  Ntu.  Or,  S8. 

Creatoris  ad  eraOumn  dciccimio  cndcDthnn  est  ad  dema  proveetio.    Z^ 
Jf  .  ie  Nat,  Skrm.  S, 
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SERM.  rally  to  dispeiise  all  heavenly  blesnogs  to  ut.  Wdl  may 
LXXV.  lire  now  rejoicgy  as  seeing  him  oowe  to  disdoae  the  way 
of  happiness,  to  establish  die  covenant  of  grace)  to  void  all 
the  obstructions,  and  subdue  all  the  enemies  to  our  meU 
fare :  well  may  we  celebrate  this  birth,  as  I^  ito  vixtae 
blessing  the  Patriarchs,  enlightening  the  Prophets,  insfMr* 
ing  the  Martyr^  with  faith  and  courage,  enduing  ail  the 
^Saints,  that  evar  have  been,  with  grace,  and  crowning 
them  with  glory ;  so  diat  in  this  day  we  have  the  passion, 
the  paschy  the  ascension,  the  penteoost,  the  memorials  of 
every  saint  su^ested  to  us^ ;  the  joys  of  all  our  festivals, 
do  conspire  or  commence  in  this ;  which  is  the  head  and 
sprmg,  which  is  the  fruitful  seed,  which  is  the  hopeful 
Gieg.Nyf8.  morning  of  them  all.  TLdnvt  ravra  ri?^  ««^ou0)f;  if'^tfag  X^^ 
^  "*  ^  itnr  o&Tfi  yk^  fj^^i  r&v  hpt^i  i^Sw.  AU  these  ihingf^  saith 
St.  Gregory  Nyssen,  are  the  grace  ^^lispreseni  day ^  fat 
it  begem  the  goods  which  did  in  order  succeed. 

But  waving  the  numberless  benefits  so  consequent  on  the 
nativity,  we  shall  only  touch  some  of  those  which  have  a 
more  formal  and  close  relation  thereto. 

I  pass  over  the  contemplation  of  that  sweet  h^mony 
between  the  old  and  the  new  world ;  in  which,  to  our  eom« 
fortable  satisfaction,  the  sweetest  attributes  of  God  (his 
goodness,  his  wisdom,  dis  fidelity  and  constancy)  do  illua- 
trate  themselves,  by  completion  of  the  ancient  prcHnisea, 
prefigurations,  and  predictions  toudnng  tfiis  event. 

I  forbear  also  to  reflect  on  the  happy  alteration  and 
amendment  of  the  world,  whidi  our  Lord^s  coming  did  in- 
duce,  by  comparing  the  state  of  things  before  it,  with  that 
which  followed  it ;  the  consideration  of  which  case  is  veiy 
pleasant,  and  productive  of  joy.     First  lllen, 

1.  Let  us  consider,  that  the  nativity  doth  import  dio 
completion  oS  many  ancient  promises,  predictions,  and 
pre^gurations  concerning  it ;  that  whereas  all  former  dis» 
pensations  of  favour  and  mercy  were  as  preludes  or  pre- 
ambles to  this ;  the  ^Id  Law  did  aim  to  rqnresent  it  in 
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its  tnysteriouB  pompg;  the  chief  of  providential  occurrences  SERM. 
<lid  intimate  it;  the  Prophets  often  in  tlieir  mystical  rap- ^^CXV. 
tures  did  allude  to  it,  and  often  in  clear  terms  did  express 
it  i^ ;  the  gracious  designs  of  God,  and  the  longing  expecta. 
t|ons  of  mankind  being  so  variously  implied  in  regard  there- 
to; now  all  is  come  to  be  fulfilled,  and  perfected  in  most  clear, 
most  effectual,  most  substantial  accomplishment;  now  is 
sprung  up  that  &eed  of  the  woman^  which,  according  to  the<3«i.ni.i5. 
first  Gospel  preached  to  Adam,  should  bruise  the  serpents 
head ;  ^ow  is  the  mystical  Isaac,  the  Boiraculous  S(m  of 
promise^  bom ;  now  is  that  grant  to  Abraham,  In  thy  seedG^'  xxii. 
ihaU  all  the  nations  ^  the  earth  be  blessed^  made  good ;  QaL  iii.  8, 
now  is  Shiloh  come^  of  whom  Jacob  foreboded,  unto  kim^- 
the  gatherings  of  the  people  shaB  be ;  now  is  that  oracle  of  lo. 
Moses  more  than  verified,  A  prophet  shaU  the  Lord  your^p^  ^^''* 
God  raise  up  urUoyou  of  yon^r  brethren^  like  tome;  ^m  Actiiii.  St. 
shall  ye  hear ;  now  the  Star  is  oame  oat  qfJaeob^  the  vision  xi^^'ju^iy, 
whereof  dazzled  Balaam,  and  stopped  him  from  cursing  17. 
that  people,  in  which  it  diould  arise ;  now  is  that  oath  dis- 
charged to  David,  OftheJhM  of  thy  body  unB  I  set  upon  P«-  enziii. 
thy  throne ;  now  those  illustrious  predictions  of  Isaiah,  Luke  l  S3. 
Thete  shaU  come  Jbrtk  a  Rod  out  of  the  sUmqfJesse—A^^^  J^ 
virgin  shaU conceive^  andbear  ason;  lo t<« a cAiU m iom, e. i».  so. 
io  us  a  son  is  given;  and  the  government  shaU  be  on  his^^^ 
shoulierih^There  skaU  come  out  ofSion  the  deliverer^  andJtr.xvXLS. 
shall  turn  ungod^nessjivm  Jacoby  are  fully  accomplished;  ^^^\ 
BOW  Ae  righteous  Branchy  of  which  Jeremiah  and  Zechariah  ▼!-  '<- 
spake,  is  sprouted  forth ;  aodEzekiers  OneShepherdj  Daniel's  Eidb 
Son  qf  many  commg  mth  the  clouds  cf  heaven ;  Micah's][][^^;,^ 
Muler  in  Israely  whose  goings Jbrth  havebeenfrom  old;  Hag-  Daiumis. 
gaiV  Desire  of  all  naHons;  Malachi's  Angel  of  the  Con^  MMt^ii.  i. 
mmty  and  Sun  qf  Righteouenessy  have  all  in  truth  i^)peared:  ^^  '^^-^ 
now  is  that  glorious  ICing  and  Captain  arrived,  whom  thew.  s. 
holy  Oracles  do  so  magnificently  describe;  whom  Moses 

cSb^iieati*  ft  WnianitMDei  aoiilutiferi  oporii  moim  cftpaciotes  dm  worn 
vocitignii  efidt,  q^ ^nod multis  ngniBt  multisvocibtiii,  iaiiUi«qiie  mjBteriu 
per  tot  taeaX  leciiU  promiodAtuiiit  in  his  diebqs  ETaqgdii  doq  «iwt  ambJ- 
gmamy&c.    Uq  f.  de  Jtiat.  Serm.  3. 
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SERM.  and  Joshua,  whom  David  and  Solomon  in  so  many  pat 
LXXV.  circumstances  did  foreshadow ;  whom  God  would  set  upon 
PsaL  ii.  6.  hls  holy  JiiU  of  Sion  ;  the  sceptre  of  xc/tose  kingdom  is  a 
ixxii^il  vfi^ghiy  sceptre  ;  who  should  raise  the  tabernacle  of  David 
Acts  xvA^.  that  is  ^fallen ;  before  whom  all  hmgs  shall  faU  down,  and 
L^eTsa.  ^^om  all  naticm  should  serve ;  who  sJioidd  reign  over  the 
Dan.vii.  13.  housc  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  whose  kingdom  there  shall 

t  Mic  ir.  7.   ,  , 

Aug.  m  Ps.  ^^  "^  ^'*"- 

xcvi.  j^Q^  ^.jjat  can  be  more  delightful,  or  satisfactory  to  our 

mind,  than  to  reflect  on  this  sweet  harmony  of  things, 
this  goodly  correspondence  between  the  old  and  new  world; 
wherein  so  pregnant  evidences  of  God^s  chief  attributes,  (of 
his  goodness,  of  his  wisdom,  of  his  fidelity  and  constancy,) 
all  conspiring  to  our  benefit,  do  shine  ?  Is  it  not  pleasant  to 
contemplate  how  provident  God  hath  ever  been  for  our  wel- 
fare ?  what  trains  from  the  world's  beginning,  or  ever  since 
our  unhappy  fall,  he  hath  been  laying  to  repair  and  restore 
us  ?  how  wisely  he  hath  ordered  all  dispensations  with  a  con- 
venient reference  and  tendency  to  this  masterpiece  of  graceh? 
how  steady  he  hath  been  in  prosecuting  his  designs,  and 
how  faithful  in  accomplishing  his  promises  concerning  it  ? 
J(^vUi.56.  If  the  holy  patriarchs  did  see  this  day,  and  were  glad; 
'H;«xxm.  if  a  glimpse  thereof  did  cause  their  hearts  to  leap  within 
'•''••  them ;  if  its  very  dawn  had  on  the  spirits  of  the  prophets 

so  vigorous  an  influence  >,  what  comfort  and  complacence 
should  we  feel  in  this  its  real  presence,  and  bright  aspect 
on  us !  How  sensibly  should  we  be  afl^ected  with  this  our 
happy  advantage  above  them ;  the  which  our  Lord  himself 
Matt  xiii.  ^^^^  ^^^  teach  us  to  estimate  duly,  when  he  said,  Blessed 
10,  IT.      (if^g  y^y^j-  ^f^^  Jiff  fhey  see ;  and  your  ears,  for  ihey  hesar: 
for  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  many  prophets  and  righte^ 
ous  men  have  desired  to  see  those  things  which  ye  see,  and 
have  not  seen  them ;  and  to  hear  those  things  which  ye  hear^ 
and  have  not  heard  them, 

^  Non  itaque  novo  consilio  Dcos  rebus  hmnaiiis,'  nee  ten  nisenitioiie  con- 
suluit,  eed  a  constitutione  mondi  unam  eandcmqae  omnilnit  canaam  salutia  is- 
Btitait     LeoP.de  Nat,  Serm.  S. 

<  Magnam  enim  jucusdiutem  tunc  carpebaiit  ipal  aaiieti  PnphcUe,  am  ca 
videtWDt  in  ^iritu,  non  jam  impleta,  sed  adhuc  fiitura.    Ave*  *"  ^'^  ^^^ 
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8.  Let  us  consider  what  alteration  our  Lor  Js  coming  did  SEI*jI. 
induce,  by  comparing  ^»e  sUte  of  things  before  it  to  that  ^^^.     ' 
which  followed  it. -The  old  world  then  consisting  of  two  parts,  Eph-ii.  14. 
severed  by  a  strong  wall  of  partition,  made  up  of  difference 
in  opinion,  in  practice,  in  affection,  together  with  a  strict  pro- 
hibition to  the  one  of  holding  intercourse  with  the  other.     Acts.  x.  2«. 

Of  one,  and  that  far  the  greater  part,  St,  Paul  hath 
given  us  these  descriptions  and  characters:     They  w^^ Eph.il  12. 
aliens Jrom  the  comnumweaUh  of  Isrady  and  strangers  Jrom 
the  covenant,  havingno  hope,  andbeing  without  God  in  ^^        „  ^ 
world;  they  were  by  nature  tlie  children  of  wrath  and.  qf,^J^^  ]^' 
disobedience ;  they  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sinSn  waihlng 
according  to  the  course  qfthis  world,  according  to  tfte  prince 
qfihepoioer  of  the  air,  the  spirit  thai  worketh  m  tlie  diiU 
.  dren  of' d'lsobedimce ;  they  did  walk  in  the  oanity  of  tJieir  Eph. w.  17, 
mind,  having  their  understanding  darkened,  being  oiienated    * 
from  ihelkfe  of  God  through  the  ignorance  tluU  was  in 
them,  because  of  the  blindness  of  their  heart ;   and  being 
past  feeling,  did  give  themselves  over  unto  lasciviousneas,  to 
work  all  undeanness  with  greediness ;  they  had  their  ow-Eph. «.  s. 
versation  in  the  lusts  qf  thefesh,fislfiUing  tlie  desires  of  the  ^^^  ^^^  ^ 
flesh  and  qfihe  mind ;  being  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived,  ^'^^'^  f 
servingdivers  lusts  and  pleasures,living  in  mdlice  and  envy,  ^[V^^- 
hateful,  and  hating  one  another. .  Such  was  the  case,  the  i  cor!*vi. 
dismally  wi^tehed  case,  of  the  Gentile  world;  such  ^fere  J'^^  ^^  ^ 
our  forefathers,  (such  after  them  of  course,  by  fatal  con- 1  iT,ca8.'iv. 
sequence,  should  we  have  been })  they  were  in  their  minds  ^^^^.^  ^ 
blinded    with    gross   ignorance,  and  deluded  with  fouloaLiy.  a 
errors;  they  were  in  their  wills  and  aflections  corrupted ^""'•^^^ 
with  great  disorder,  perverseness,  sensuality,  malice ;  they 
did  in  tfieir  conversation  practice  all  sorts  of  impiety,  ini- 
quity, arid  impurity ;  their  conceptions  of  God  were  very 
unworthy,  and  their  worship  answerably  such;    (full  ^ 
sottish,  savage,  beastly  superstitions ;)  their  principles  were 
~  vain,  and  their  life  conformably  dissolute ;  in  short,  they 
lived  under  the  domination  and  influence  of  wicked  bpi- 
riu,  who  thence  are  styled  lords  and  princes  of  this  world^  EjA.  vLl?. 
o^  Oiia  air,  ^qf  this  secular  darkness :  even  ef  the  wisest  (John  xiu 
81.  xiv  30.  xvi.  II.  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  8  Tim.  il  16.  Col.  L  13.  iL  15.  Acts  xxvi  118. 
F  fS 
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S£ftM.  among  them,  (the  number  of  whom,  notwithstanding  the 
LXXV>  clatter  their  writings  made,  was  Tery  small  and  inccmsider- 
able,)  of  those  who  by  the  conduct  of  natural  light  strove  to 
disengage  themselves  from  vulgar  mistakes  and  miscarriages, 
the  case  was  little  better ;  for  even  their  minds  (after  all 
their  studious  disquisitions  and  debates)  proved  dark  and 
giddy ;  full  of  ignorance,  of  error,  of  doubt  in  regard  to 
the  miun  points  of  religion  and  of  mcnidity  ;  some  of  them 
flatly  denying  the  existence,  or  (which  in  effect  is  the  same} 
the  providence  of  God ;  the  natural  distinction  between 
good  and  evil,  the  spiritual  nature  and  future  subsistence  oC 
our  souls,  the  dispensation  of  rewards  and  punishments  after 
this  life ;  others  wavering  in  doubt,  or  having  but  faint  per- 
suasions about  these  matters ;  few  or  none  having  dear  na- 
tions, or  steady  c^inions  about  any  such  things ;  whenoft 
their  practice,  in  correspondence  to  their  rules,  must  needs 
have  been  very  loose,  or  very  lame ;  so  that  wdl  might  our 
iWjTir-  Apostle  say  of  them,  The/f  became  tfam  in  titeir  reammingw^ 
Horn.  1 21.  and  their  JboUeh  heart  was  darkened;  pr^fseeing  themsdves 
^""^  wieef  ihey  became  Jboh ;  and  ae^  they  did  not  Kke  to  retain 
God  in  their  knowledge,  God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate 
mindy  todo  those  things  which  are  not  convenient. 

As  for  the  other  part,  or  little  parcel  of  men,  the  con- 
dition of  that  was  also  very  low ;  if  the  rest  oS  the  world 
did  lie  in  dark  night,  they  did  live  but  in  a  dusky  twilight; 
H^K^^' -^^*  their  religion  was  much  wnqpt  up  in  shadow  and  myffusxy  ; 
^.  X.  1.      they  had  but  dilute  ideas  of  Grod's  nature,  and  scant  dia. 
ooveries  of  his  will ;  their  law  and  rule  of  practice  in  divers 
^^..T^^  respects  was  defective  and  infirm ;  they  were  locked  under 
Heb.  viL     ^he  discipline  of  childish  rudiments,  suiting  their  raw  ea* 
IB.  19.     .pacities,  and  under  the  bondage  of  slavish  yokes,  befittin^^ 
their  stubborn  dispositions;  which  defailances  in  notion 
their  practice  commonly  did  outstrip ;  being  fi»d,  corrtq>^ 
hypocritical,  vend  of  intarior,  substantial,  and  genuine  right* 
eousness;  as  the  old  Prophets  cUd  often  complain,  and  flos 
our  Lord,  with  his  Apostles,  did  urge. 
Gal  iir.  St     Such  was  the  state  of  die  world  in  its  parts ;  and  jointly 
iii.  dX^.    of  the  whole  it  may  be  said,  that  it  was  shut  tip  under  mi 
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aad  fpaSky  uador  daskness  aod  weakness,  ufider  death  aod  SERM. 
corruption,  under  sonow  and  woe ;  that  no  full  deciara-  LXXV. 
tion  €i  GrocTs  pleasi*e,  no- dear  overtun  of  mercy,  no  ex- 
presB  grant  of  s^tual  aid^  no  certain  vedemptioa  frcMn 
th^  filth  or  the  force  of  sin,  from  die  stroke  oi  death,  from 
due  pttmsbmcnt  heteafter ;  no  eneounigjnnenta  suitable  to 
Mf^  devotion^  or  strict  virtue^  were  anywise  in  a  sokenm 
way  eadnbked  or  disf^nsed  bcforo  our  Lord^s  appearance : 
so  that  well  Ai^  all  men  be  then  represented  as  Cim- 
morians^  diiing  m»  darkneWj  in  the  region  and  shadow  oflau  i&  1. 
death ;  well  may  we  suppose  aU  ages  for^cnng  to  ha^  Msttivaei 
teemed  with  hope  and  desire  of  this  happy  day ;  orthat^as 
St*  Faul  saith,  the  whole  creation  (ifaat  is,,  all^  mankind)  Rom.  TiiL 
grocnuth  together,  and  tswoailetk  together  until  now ;  as^^* 
labouring  with  pangs  of  implicit  desire,  or  under  a  painftil 
sense  of  needing  a  Swriour ;  well  might  Isaiah  thus  pro- 
claim^ his  coming;  Ariee^ehinej^ihjf^  light  is  eoatef  anJIn-lx.  1, 
thegiorj^  of  the  Lord  is  rieen  upo$^thee:  Jbty  behold^  dark^^ 
fussshaUcaoer  the  land,  and  groeedarkfKse  the  pecfde;  but 
the!  Lord  ehall  arise  upon  thee,  and  his  giory  shaU  be  seen 
ufon  thee;  and  the  Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  Ught,  and 
kings  to  the  brightness  of  thy  rising:  for,  now,  the  LordVnX,  zeviii. 
haOi  madeknownhis  sedvation,  his  righteoasness hath he^^' 
openly  shewed  in  the  sight  of  the  heathen.     The  Lord  hath 
made  bare  his  hoiy  arm  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  nations,  and 
all  the  ends  qfths  earth  do  see  the  salvation  ^our  Gods 

Now  we  are  all  children  of  ike  Ught,  and  of  the  day ;  \  The«.  ▼• 
sildokwyw  Ood  ^fivm  the  least  to  the  greatest ;  the  rarest,  ^i^^  .^ 
the  deepest  notbns  are  grown  common  and  obvious ;  every  18.  ir.*6.) 
ehild  is  instructed  in  the  highest  truths,  every  peasant  is  ^^  ^^ 
become  a  great  plilosopher,  (beyond  Aristotle,  or  Plato,  or  J«-  xtH 
Epictetus,)  skilful  of  the  best  knowledge,  able  to  direct  hk^ 
life  in  the  best  way,  capable  of  obtaining  the  best  good. 

Now  the  Spirit  of  God  (the  Spirit  of  direction,  of  sue- Acts  iL  17. 
cour,  of  comfbrt  spiritual)  is  poured  upon  all  flesh.     Now  ^  t  ul 
the  grace  of  God,  thai  bringeth  scivation,  hath  appeared  to  ^^®  "^^' 
oS  men ;  fully  instructmg  them  in  their  duty,  and  strongly  ^^' 
•  them  to  perform  it,  freely  offering  them  mercy, 
Ff4 
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^  ^' 
^^M.  migbtUy  encouraging  tbem  with  hopes  of  most  blessed  v&» 
LXXV.  wards. 

Eph.  iiL  e.      No^  ^^^  ^^^  Grentile  are  reunited  and  compacted  in 
^  1^-        one  body ;  walking  in  the  same  light,  and  under  obliga- 
tion to  the  same  laws ;  sharing  in  a  commcm  redemption 
and  inheritance ;  being  inseparably  linked  together  with 
the  bands  of  faith,  of  charity,  of  sjnritual  fraternity ;  thua 
2Cm  Y.  17.  old  things  are  passed  away ^  behold  all  things  are  become 
newy  in  virtue  and  consequence  of  our  Lord^s  appearance : 
i2kiM9wMf.  in  contemfSlation  of  which  so  great,  so  general,  so  happy  a 
change,  how  can  we  fdrbear  to  rejoice  ? 

But  farther,  that  we  may  yet  more  nearly  toudi  the  pcnnt^ 
3.  Let  us  consider  that  the  nativity  of  our  Lord  is  & 
grand  instance,  a  pr^nant  evidence,  a  rich  earnest  of  Al- 
mighty God^s  very  great  affection  and  benignity  toward 
1  John  iT.  mankhid :    for,  In  this^  saith  St.  John,  ^  love  of  God 
jo^iiLis  ^''^  fnanifested^  that  God  sent  his  onb/  begotten  Son  into 
17.  the  .world:  and.  Through  the  tender  mercies  of  our  Gdd^ 

Luke  K  7S.  ^^S  ^^^  Zechariah,  the  dayspring  from  on  Mgh  did  visit 
us  r  this  indeed  is  the  peculiar  experiment,  wherein  that 
most  divine  attribute  did  shew  and  signalize  itself.  The 
power  of  Qod  doth  bi^htly  shine  in  the  creation,  the 
wisdom  of  God  may  clearly  be  discerned  in  the  govern- 
ment of  things :  but  the  incarnation  of  God  is  that  work, 
is  that  dispensation  of  grace,  wherein  the  divine  goodness 
doth  most  conspicuously  display  itself.  How  indeed  pos- 
sibly could  God  have  demonstrated  a  greater  excess  of 
kindness  toward  us^  than  by  thus^fpr  our  sake  and  good, 
sending  his  dearest  Son  out  of  his  liosom  into  this  sordid 
and  servile  state,  subjecting  him  to  all  the  infirmities  of 
our  frail  nature,  exposing  him  to  the  worst  inconveniences 
ViaL  xxxvi.  of  our  low  condition  ^  ?     What  expressions  can  signify, 

6.  cviiL  i. 

^  Appuruerat  ante  potentU  in  icnim  cieatione,  appuebat  MpiegBtia  in  earann 
giiberDatione ;  sed  benignitas  miBericordis  none  maxima  apparuit  in  humanir 
tate.    Bern,  de  NaL  Serm,  1. 

Semper  qoidcm  divenis  modia,  multisque  mensaris  faumano  geneii  ho* 
nitas  diTina  eonniluit,  et  plurima  providentiB  tue  munera  omnibm  idm 
seciUia  dementer  impertiit;  sed  in  noTinimie  tcmporibua  onuMpi  abnnjiai- 
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wkaX  oompartBcniB  can  set  out  the  stupendous  vastnew  of  SEftM. 
this  kindness?  If  we  should  imagine,  that  a  great  prince  LXXV. 
should  put  his  only  son  (a  son  niost  lovely,  and  worthily 
most  beloved)  into  rags,  should  dismiss  him  from  his 
court,  should  yield  him  up  into  the  hardest  slavery,  merely 
to  the  intent  that  he  thereby  might  redeem  froitt  capti- 
vity the  meanest  and  basest  ^  his  subjects,  how  faint  a 
resemblance  would  be  of  that  immense  goodness,  of  that 
incomparable  mercy,  whidi  in^  this  instance  the  King  of  all 
the  world  hath  declared  toward  us  his  poor  vassals,  ftis  in- 
deed unworthy  rebels ! 

And  what  greater  reason  of  joy  can  tfiere  be,  than  such 
an  assurance  of  his  love,  on  whose  love  aU  our  good  de- 
pendeth,  in  whose  love  all  our  felicity  consisteth  ?  What 
can  be  more  delightful  than  to  view  the  face  of  our  Al- 
mighty Lord  so  graciously  smihng  upon  us  ? 

Should  we  not  be  extremely  glad,  should  we  not  be  proud, 
if  our  earthly  prince  by  any  «gnal  matk  would  express  him-> 
self  kindly  aiiected  to  us  P  How  much  more  should  we  re- 
aent  such  a  testimony  of  God^s  favour !  how  worthily  may 
our  ^aouls  be  transported  with  a  sense  of  such  afEectaon ! 

4.  We  may  consider  our  Lord^s  nativity,  as  not  only 
expressing  nmple  good<*wiU;  but  implying  a  perfect  recon- 
ciliation, a  firm  peace,  a  steady  friendship  established  be> 
tween  God  and  us ;  or  that  it  did  not  cmly  proceed  from 
love,  but  did  also  produce  love  to  us.    We  did  stand  at 
A  great  distance,  in  estrangement,  yea  in  enmity  toward 
God ;  our  first  parents  had  by  presumptuous  disobedienoe 
revolted  fn»n  him ;  and  we,  insisting  on  the  footsteps  of 
their  apostacy,  continued  in  defiance  of  him;   AU  men-jButaum. 
have  sinnedj  and/alien  short  cf  the  glory  of  God. — ^^^^^q^*^*.^ 
was  not  a  righteous  man  upon  earthy  thai  did  goody  and  Kcdes.  vti. 
smnednot:  whence  unavoidably  the  wrath  of  the  i^^^^^a^Mgi^ 
holy  Grod  was  incensed,  the  justice  of  the  most  righteous  Sernu  i. 
Lord  was  engaged  against  us;    thence  did  issue  a  sad 

tiim  tolitsB  be&ignitatis  ezcessit ;  qtiando  in  Christo  ipsB  ad  peceatncs  nuM- 
ricoidk,  ipsft  ad  errantes  yeritas,  ipsa  ad  mortuos  vita  descendit,  Ac  P.  Le9 
M.  ^  NuA.  Serm.  4 
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SBRlf .  doon,  thence  a  jo«t  sentenoe  of  aqpital  puniBhaient  wn  de^ 
LXXV.  nottnced  on  us ;  no  pretowe  of  favour,  no  overture  of  peace^ 
BP  hope  of  redress  did  then  appear;  we  nowise  being  able 
to  expunge  our  guilt,  to  repair  our  offences,  to  recover  out 
of  that  corruption  in  mind  and  will,  which  did  seal  us  up  to 
nin^  ilidiiqxinng  us  either  to  find  or  to  entertam  mercy : 
but  our  Lord^s  coming  did  appease  that  ai^ger,  dkl  moUtfy 
that  josdoe,  did  suspead  that  condemnatien,  did  dose  th^ 
Slih.iLl5,hreach,  aifed«I(iy^€mnMy;  Gbd^  as  the  Apostle  speaketli^ 

%CaB.yA9.Jlid  cofidemn  sin  in  ikejleshl:  for,  how  can  God  now  avert 

his  face  ibom  us,  whom  his  only  dear  Son  hath  vouchsaftd  to 

asaka  and  own  for  his  brethren?    How  can  he  look  with  aa 

eyeof  displeasure  on  that  nature,  wherewith  diat  Sen  of  his 

(iPet L  IS.  love  sftaadeth  cbthed  before  him  ?    How  can  he  aUde  of- 

f «.)  ^^    fended  with  our  race,  in  which  pure  innocence  and  perfect 

f^  .^^7*    obedience  are  found  m;  he  now  appeariag  with  us,  and  for 

i»  ixu  i%if.  ttS9  in  wham  not  the  strictest  justice  nor  the  shrewdess  malice 

Johnzlz.6.^2„  descry  any  fault  or  blemish ;  sn  wkcm  thei«ftm  Goi  l» 

M  u  mi^if  thoroughly  well  pleasedf    Since  we  have  Emanuel,  God 

^j^^-^^  withua^''*Oodfnimi]^eiedin  om'Jk^^^ 

1  Tim.  iu.  eo&eneee^  partaker  of  our  infirmity^  intercessor  and  advocate 

Jer.zziu.«.^  hiB  owu  flesh  audblood,  ready  to  do  and  suler  irhaCei^er 

xzxiii.  IS.  GodpleaBedi  ta  rnpiire  on  our  behaIf,how  canCkidbe  sgamet 

us  ?    Shall  God  and  mam  persist  at  distance  or  disaffeetion^ 

who  are  so  closely  related^  who  are  indeed  so  iaonately 

united  in  one  person  ?    Shatl  heaven  and  earth  retain  en^ 

mity,  which  hafre  so  kindly  embraced  and  kissed  euA 

PnHjooLT. other;  vme  irutk hoik  eprtmUi from  ike  ea^^y and r^^ 

1  'Aiptmrtf  yiytn  r^  futts  ktyt»^  ^^%  mi)  lnw^'mt  Jt/utfm^d^y^  mm  vov  m^ 
rmiUw  Smfdrsy  yt94pAtif^  Imv^^t  itmzmyita^Sm  tit  IXtu^^tw.     Ath.  p.  638. 

tUmymyJnf  &e.     Ath.  d€  Imcariu  Vtrbt, 

"  T«  rw  ' A2A/i»  rvfurrvfim  lis  m^vynftm  mfA^mfm  X^grig  dngrimfft^.hfiftu.^ 
ttfimri  rm^MH  mftm^utg  J^StJf  >  mmi  xmrtM^twus  rh  kftm^Mv  U  ry  gm^$U,  Ath. 
P.SSO. 

h  «7  tmfnl ;  14,  p.  368. 
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eotumu  hath  looked  down/ram  hemven  f  Shall  the  iwr  go  SfiRff, 
on,  whttn  the  gieat  Mediator  and  Umpire  of  peace  is  tome;  tjXXV, 
premekinff  peace  to  them  thai  are  e^r  ^,  and  io  ihetfi  ^aij^  ^^  ^ 
are  mart  Can  death  any  longer  reign  over  ut,or  our  diagraee  f^^^^ 
and  nusery  oontinue,  nov  that  the  Prince  cfl^^  i^i^ordcfi^^  iLtl 
g^rif^  Ae  Captain  ofsahaikm  doth  appear  for  our  idfof  ? 

Now  then  what  can  be  more  worthy  of  joy,  than  aueh 
«  blessed  turn  of  aSurs  ?  How  can  we  otherwise  than  with 
exceeding  gladness  solemnize  such  a  peace  ?  a  peace  ae« 
jcorded  with  him,  who  in  forces  so  infinitely  doth  overmatch 
us ;  who  at  his  pleasure  can  utieriy  quell  us;  vfho  widi  the 
greatest  ease,  with  leas  than  a  word  of  his  mouth,  caa  dadli 
us  to  nothing,  or  hurl  us  down  into  an  dbyss  of  rsmediicMi 
woe :  how  can  we  avoid  besng  extremely  satssfied  at  tlie 
recovery  of  his  favour  and  friendship,  which  akme  can  be 
the  foundation  of  our  safety  and  welfare,  wUch  is  the  sole 
£»untain  of  all  good,  o^  all  comfort,  of  all  felicity  ? 

&  Our  LtmTs  nativity  doth  infer  a  great  honour,  and 
a  high  preferment  to  us:   nowise  indeed  could  mankind 
be  so  dignified,  or  our  nature  so  advanced  as  hereby :  noEpiuiii.lo^ 
wisdom  caii  devise  a  way  beyond   this^  whereby  God^^ 
should  honour  his  most  special  favourites,   or  promote 
them  to  a  nearness  unto  himself.     For  hence  we  become  CHw/Owf 
allied  to  God  in  a  most  stnut  affinity,  his  eternal  Son  being  l^^'IT^, 
made  our  brother :  hence  as  touching  the  bioocUroyal  of  ^  m«-^ 
heaven  we  do  in  dignity  overtop  all  the  creation ;  so  thati^^y 
what  the  Psalmist  uttered  concerning  man  is  veriied  in 
the  most  comprehennve  sense;    Thou  host  oroumed  Aif9sPn].viii.5|^ 
n^  gfori/  and  honour^  and  host  set  him  aoer  the  works  ofu^  ^  7, 
ihjf  hands ;  thou  hast  put  aU  things  in  subjection  under  his^ 
Jeei :  for  now  the  Son  of  man,  being  also  the  Son  of  God, 
i%  the  head  qfaU  principaliijf  and  power 9  lAthe  Lordtf  aBCoLu.10. 
things,  is  the  sovereign  prince  of  all  the  world,  is  placed  ^^  ^^^^ 
far  above  all  principalitt/  and  povoer^  and  might,  and  do.§PiJ*  *-*J« 
minion,  and  every  fiame  that  is  named^  not  onijf  m  this  1  p^  ju.' 
Vforld^  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come.     This  is  a  peculiar  ^^ 
honour,  to  which  the  highest  angels  cannot  pretend ;   for 
he  took  not  the  nature  of  angels^  but  he  took  the  seed  gf  HeU  fi.  ic 
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SERM.  Jbrakam;  whence  those  noble  creatures  are  hecxHue  in  a 
LXXV.  manner  inferior  to  poor  us ;  and,  accordii^  to  just  oblig»- 
^ajth.16.  ^f^y  willingly  do  adore  our  nature ;  for,  when  God  brought 
n^k^Uu^ji^firHbegoUm  Sen  into  the  worldy  he  said.  Let  all  the 
jS^S97.  angels  qf  God  worship  him.  Is  not  indeed  our  flesh  become 
^' "-  ^'  ad^HraUe,  as  the  true  Shechinah,  as  the  everlasting  palace  of 
put  imfltt  the  supreme  Majesty,  wherein  the  ^fidness  of  the  Godhead 
^^^'jgdweOeth  bodihf ;  as  the  most  holy  shrine  of  the  Mvinity  ; 
^aL  Serm.  a9  th»  orb  of  inaccessible  Ught;  as  more  than. all  this,  if 
^^'  moie  could  be  expressed,  or  if  we  could  expound  that  text^ 

JohnL  14^  Ae  Word  was  made  fleshy  and  dwelt  inusf    May  not  our 
^  ^       soul  worthily  claim  highest  respect,  all  whose  faculties  (be- 
ing endued  with  unmeasurable  partidpations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit)  have  been  tuned  to  ft  perfect  harmony  with  the  all- 
wise  understanding  and  the  most  pure  will  of  God  ?  yea, 
whidi  hath  been  admitted  into  the  nearest  consortship,  into 
the  strictest  union  with  the  eternal  Word ;  hath  become  an 
1  Car.  L  S4.  ingredient  of  him^  who  is  the  wisdom  and  the  power  of  God  f 
It  was  a  great  dignity  that  man  should  be  made  according 
,      to  the  image  of  God  ;  but  it  is  a  more  sublime  glory,  that 
God  should  be  made  after  the  image  of  man,  xarA  ir&»ru 
Heb.  it.  17.  ifAuMs,  being  made  like  totis  inaU  things,  bating  only 
sin,  which  is  no  part  of  us,  but  an  unnatural  excrescence, 
or  a  deflection  from  our  nature  ^ :  how  could  we  be  so  rais- 
ed up  to  God,  as  by  his  thus  stooping  down  to  us  ?   What 
can  be  imi^ned  more  honourable  to  us,  than  that  God 
should  deem  us  worthy  of  such  condescension  ?     This,  this 
indeed  is  our  exaltation,  that  God  for  us  should  express  not 
only  so  vast  charity,  but  so  prodigious  humility. 

And  is  it  not  good  matter  of  joy  to  be  thus  highly 
graced  ^  ?  When  are  men  better  pleased  than  when  they 
are  preferred;    than  especially,  when  from  the  meanest 


°  Qui  cum  origini  humanaD  tnultum  dederit,  quod  dob  ad  imaginem  i 
fecit,  repamdoni  oostne  longe  amplius  tribuit,  cum  lervjli  fornuB  ipie  ae  Dor-. 
mlmis  coaptaiit    Leo  de  NaU  Serm  4. 

'     «  £xulteDt  eigo  in  budem  Dei  corda  credenttnm,  et  mintallia  ejua  eoaiito- 
«Dtur  filii  hominum,  quoniam  in  hoc  pradpoe  Od  open  humiUtaa  i 
cogiioecit,  quan^  earn  suus  conditor  vstimarit.    Leo  Semu  4. 
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State,  J¥om  the  dunghill,  or  Jrom  the  dust,' they  are  raised  SERM. 
to  be  set  among  princes,  and  made  to  inherit' the  throne  ©/"LXXV. 
glory  f  Wheirefore  this  being  our  case,  that  we  sons  of  eiirth,  pHj,cxiiL 
children  of  corruption,  and  brethren  of  worms,  (in  Job^s  ^»  ^ 
Style ;)  we  exiles  of  paradise,  we  heirs  of  dea^h  and  misery;  jobz?ii.l4^ 
we,  that  by  our  nature  are  the  lowest  of  all  intelligent  crea^ 
tures,  that  by  our  merits  were  debased  beneath  the  beasts  P»]*  xI^l 
ihcd  perish,  that  we  are  assumed  to  such  relations,  that  we 
-are  ennobled  to  such  a  pitch,  that  our  nature  hath  mounted 
so  high  above  all  creatures,  with  what  enlargement  of  heart 
should  we  entertain  a  dispensation  so  wonderful !  how  wel- 
come should  that  day  be  which  doth  introduce  itP ! 

6.  Finally,  if*  we  survey  all  principal  causes  of  joy  and 
special  exultation,  we  shall  find  them  all  concurring  in  this 
event. 

Is  a  messenger  of  good  news  embraced  with  joy  ?  Be- 
hold  the  great  Evangelist  is  come,  with  his  mouth  full  of 
news,  most  admirable,  most  acceptable:    he,   who  doth 
acquaint  us,  that  God  is  well   pleased,  that  man  is  re- 
stored, that  the  adversary  is  cast  down,  that  paradise  is  set  Rev.«H.i9« 
open,  and  immortality  retrieved,    that  truth  and   right- ^^**^- 
eousness,  peace  and  joy,  salvation  and  happiness  are  de- Luke  z.  ISi 
scended  and  come  to  dwell  on  earth ;    he  of  whom  the 
Prophet  told.  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  Isa.  UL  T. 
feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings;  that  ;?tt*'w^A ^^^ }^ 
peace,  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good,  that  publisheth 
salvation,  that  saith  unto  THon,   Thy  God  reigneth ;   he 
who  doth  himself  thus  declare  the  drift  and  purport  of 
his  message ;  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  tolauhDuU 
preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek;    he  hath  sent  me  ^ Luke iv.lt 
bind  up  the  brdkenJiearted ;  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  cap- 19. 
Hves,  and  opening  <f  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound;  to 
proclaim  the  acceptable  year  (f  the  Lord,  to  contort  all 
tkat  mourn. 

Is  the  birth  of  a  prince  by  honest  subjects  to  be  com- 

P  Hic  infirmiudi  nottra  raidpiens  conditioDcm,  propter  quos  ad  infenut  de* 
•cendit,  «osdem  in  ooekstilras  coUoetTit.    Leo  it  NtU  5. 


446  The  NaUvitif  <^owr  Lorij 

SEBM4  memorated  widi  joyoui  fiwtivity  ?   BehoU  a  Prince  bom 
^^^^'  to  all  the  world !    a  Prince  undertaking  to  rule  man* 
Utu  zi.  2.   kind  with  sweetest  clemency  and  exact  justice ;  a  Prince 
lizii.   ^'    b™piiff  ^^  hi°^  ^  peace  and  prosperity ;  in  who9e  dojfs 
Jet.mi\.6.J^i4ak  skaU  be  savedy  and  Israel  sImUI  dweU  eqfeiy ;  wfao 
shall  protect  us  in  assured  rest  and  safety ;  shall  aeeure  U9 
from  all  danger  and  mischief;  shall  achieve  most  gallant 
and  glorious  exploits  in  our  behalf ;  shall  vanquish  all  the 
apemies  <^  our  welfare;  shall  rescue  us  from  the  worst 
slaveries  and  mischiefs ;  shall  settle  us  in  a  most  free  ihhI 
Lsikfi  i.  Tlyhappy  state ;  he  who  bringeth  salvaHonJr^m  our  enernke^ 
^^^^,     and  from  ihe  hands  of  all  thai  hate  ms  ;  ihnt,  beingr  deli-^ 
veredjivm  ihe  hands  (four  enemies^  we  mighi  serve  hint 
wiAoiUfear,  in  holiness  atnd  righteousness  before  Am,  aU 
ihe  days  of  oar  life.    Now  therefore  it  is  seasonable  to  cry 
Ber.  xjx.   out,  JJIehijah^  Jbr  ihe  Lofd  God  amnipoieni  reigneA  i  let 
'  '         ns  be  glad  and  r^oieet  and  give  honour  iahifn. 
Ihu  iz.  s.      May  victory  wordiily  beget  exultation  ?  See  the  invin- 
Bey.  n.  t.  <^ble  Warrior  doth  issue  forth  into  the  field,  conquering 
lA^^.%%^ind  to  conquer:  he  that  shall  baffle  and  rifle  ^sirongone, 
Cri^i.  IS.  Q„f  formidable  adversary ;  that  shall  rout  all  the  forces  of 
98.)     '    bell,  and  iriumfh  over  the  powers  of  darkness ;  that  ut- 
terly shall  defeat  sin,  and  slay  death  it^lf ;  that  shall  sub- 
due the  world,  and  lay  all'things  (Mrostrate  at  his  feet ;  bdidd 
the  Captain  if  our  salvationt  arrayed  with  glorious  humi& 
ty,  and  armed  with  a  mighty  patience ;  aee,  the  great  blow 
1  Jolm  lit  is  struck,  at  whicli  the  infernal  powers  do  stagger;  the  deviTa 
^  ^.^  jnidp  and  envy  are  abased,  all  the  enemies  are  amaaed,  are 
so.  daunted,  are  confounded  at  his  presence;  they  cannot  standi 

they  break,  they  scatter,  they  flee  before  him. 

Is  a  prockmation  of  peace,  after  rueful  wars^  to  be 
Eplkii.  17.  solemnized  with  alacrity  .^^  Behold  then  everlasting  peaoa 
between  heaven  and  earth,  a  general  peace  among  men,  ^ 
sound  peace  between  each  good  man  and  himself  are  sol- 
tied  and  published ;  the  illustrious  herald,  the  noble  host- 
(taa.ivij.2.)age  of  them  is  arrived;  the  Prince  of  peace  himself  doth 
Acts.  X.  36.  bring  all  peace  unto  us. 

Is  satisfaction  <f  desire  and  hope  very  pleasant  P  Behold 


Tiimg§  rf great  Jcff.  44V 

the  desire  ^  aU  noHom,  ike  eapedaHan  ff  leroii^  he  for  SBItIL 
whom  the  whole  creatioii  gnofmed,  is  oome.  ^^^^^' 

Is  lecovery  of  liberty  delectable  to  poor  sbreB  and  cap* 
ttvesP  BehM  the  Redeemer  ie  come oui^Skm;  thepm* 
cioua  nuMom,  suflhaent  to  purchase  the  fieedom  of  mvoj 
worlds,  is  laid  down ;  unblemished  innocence,  purity,  and 
perfection  appearing  in  human  natune,  bare  proeuied  a  m^ 
leasement  for  us;  have  unlocked  the  prison  of  sia  detaining (OiL  uL 
us,  have  knocked  off  the  shackles  of  guilt  sorely  pinehiog^^ 
and  gaUng  our  consciences;  have  wrested  us  from  the 
hands  of  those  proud  masters,  who  claimed  a  nght,  who  ex* 
ercised  a  most  tyrannous  power  over  us  <l ;  be  is  oome,  that 
prodaimeth  liberty  to  the  captives^  and  openmg  (ffAe  pru}^^^^  J- 
eontQ  them  that  are  boumd;  the  time  is  come,  of  which  the  "     ^* 
jnrophet  focetold.  The  raneomed  of  the  Lard  shall  return^  ^^  <^^' 
as^come  toSionwUhsongej  and  everlasting Jujf  9tpon  their 
heads;  they  shall  obtain  joy  and  gladness ;  andeonvwand 
eigiimg  shall  Jke  away. 

Is  an  overture  of  health  acceptable  to  sick  and  languish*  Luke  x.  S9l 
ing  persons?  Behold  the  great  Physician,  endued  with^f''*^ 
admirable  skill,  and  furnished  with  infallible  remedies, 
is  oome,  to  cure  us  of  our  maladies,  and  ease  us  of  our  iPet  IL  2^ 
pains;  to  bind  up  our  wounds,  and  to  pour  in  balm  (the 
moat  sovereign  balm  of  his  own  blood)  into  them ;  to  free 
us,  not  cmly  from  all  mortiferous  diseases,  but  from  mcr^ 
tahty  itself:  he,  who  was  sent  to  bind  np  and  heal  the  !«•  ^  l* 
broken  hearted  ;  he,  who  himse^'  took  our  infirmities^  mid  I'sa.  un'  4 
bare  our  sicknesses ;  he,  of  whom  the  Prophet  (in  relation  ^*^  ^^ 
to  corporal,  and  much  more  to  q^iritual  infirmities)  dad 
fiaretel ;— Cbd  will  come  and  save  you;  then  the  eyes  ^the  Ju.  xzxr. 
blind  shatt  be  opened,  af9d  the  ears  qf  the  deaf  shatt  be  un^^^J'^  ^ 
stopped ;  then  shall  the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart^  and  the  Liik«¥.  17. 
tongtis  of  the  dumb  shaB  sing;  he,  whose  art  no  disease  can  Jj?^  "^ 
renst,  who  is  able  to  cure  our  most  desperate,  our  mosi  Acts  z.  38. 
inveterate  distempers ;  to  heal  the  corruption  and  impo-        ^ 
tency  of  our  nature^  to  void  the  ignorances  and  errors  of 

^  Nam  Kiperbift  hottn  aatiqui  non  immento  tibi  in  omnes  homiDcs  jw  ty- 
fMinicmn  Yurfkabt;  nee  indebito  dominatn  prcmebat,  qoot  a  matidato  Dei 
fpoatsnaot  in  obw^uhim  tua  Tohiotatu  aDcaunL    Leo  i€  Nat.  Serm.  9. 
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SEtM.  our  undentanding,  to  oonect  the  stupidity  of  our  heuts^ 

^^^^'  the  perverseness  of  our  wflls,  the  dborder  of  our  affections^ 

<Esek.       to  mitigate  our  anguish  of  conscience,  and  cleanse  our  sores 

£pb«ii.^lO  ^  S^^^^  ^y  "^Arious  efficacious  medicines,  by  the  wholesome 

instnictions  of  his  doctrine,  by  the  powerful  inspirations  of 

his  grace,  by  the  refreshing  comforts  of  his  Spirit,  by  the 

salutary  virtue  of  his  merits  and  sufferings. 

Is  mirth  seasonable  on  the  day  of  marriage  r  Behold  the 
greatest  wedding  that  ever  was  is  this  day  solemmzed  ; 
heaven  and  earth  are  contracted ;  divinity  is  espoused  to 
humanity ;  a  sacred,  an  indissoluble  knot  is  tied  between 
Jodn.16  God  and  man;  The  Bridegroom  ia  (xmi£  Jbrih  oui  of  his 
chamber^  (verbum  Dei  de  utero  virginaliy)  dad  in  his  nup. 
tial  garment  of  flesh,  and  ready  to  wed  the  Church,  hisbe^ 
Kev.  xix.  7.  loved  spouse ' ;  Let  us  iherefore  he  glad  cmd  r^foice;  Jbr 
the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  ie  come^  and  his  wifii  haA  made 
herself  ready. 

Is  the  access  of  a  good  friend  to  be  received  with  cheer- 
ful gratulation  ?  Behold  the  dearest  and  best  friend  of  all 
mankind  (most  able,  most  willing,  most  ready  to  perform  all 
good  oflices,  to  impart  wholesome  advice,  needful  aid,  sweet 
converse,  and  seasonable  consolation)  is  arrived  to  visit  us, 
to  sojourn  with  us,  to  dwell  in  us  for  ever. 

Is  opportune  relief  grateful  to  persons  in  a  forlorn  con- 
dition, pinched  with  extreme  want,  or  plunged  in  any  hard 
distress  ?  Beh<dd  a  merciful,  a  bountiful,  a  mighty  Saviour 
and  succourer,  undertaking  to  contort  aU  thai  moum^  in- 
viting all  such  to  receive  from  him  a  plentiful  supply  for 
their  needs,  a  comfortable  ease  in  their  pressures,  a  happy 
"Ea^sCi.      riddance  from  their  calamities;  who  crieth  aloud.  If  any  one 
^^^^^'thirsteth,  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink;  Come  tome  all  ye 
xU¥.  9L       that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden^  and  I  will  give  you  reel. 
Mat  XL  sa     j^  ^^  sun-rising  comfortable,  after  a  tedious,  darksome, 
MaLiv.  2.  ^nd  cold night  ?  See,  the  Sun  of  righteousness  is  risen  wUh 

'  In  natoli  Domini  ^ua«i  in  nuptiis  ipiritualibus  sponsc  sua  Eccled«  Chris- 
tus  •4)<>i>c^^  est-^tonc  pzocessit  sponsus  de  thaluno  siio,  hoc  est*  Jti&am  Dd 
de  utero  Tiigintli    Ang.  de  temp.  Serm.  2. 

*H  9m'kt  USi  Xiyt  lw^»rmT$  rkv  0m^tuu    Procl  in  Efh,  ^  1. 
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healing  in  his  tilings,  dispensing  all  about  his  pleasant  rays  SERM- 
and  kindly  influences:  The  dayspring  from  on  high  hath  LXXV, 
visited  us;  diffusing  an  universal  light  upon  the  souls  of  Lakei  7& 
men,  whereby  the  night  of  ignorance  is  dispelled,  tlie  spec- 
tres of  error  are  vanished,  the  n^ists  of  doubt  ane  scattered ; 
whereby  we  clearly  and  assuredly  discern  all  truths  of  in)- 
portance  to  us,  and  worthy  of  our  knowledge ;  concerning 
the  nature  and  attributes,  the  works  and  providence,  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  God ;  concerning  ourselves,  our  na- 
ture and  original,  our  duty  and  interest,  our  future  state, 
and  final  doom :  Our  light  is  cpmey  and  the  glory  of  the  Iia.  Iz.  l. 
Lord  is  risen  upon  us;  the  light  qfthefoorld^  the  true  lights  i^,  ix.^ 
enlightening  every  man^  by  whose  lustre  qU  Jlesh  may  see'^  9. 
the  salvation  of  Gody  and  which  guideth  ourjeet  in  the  way  i  79. 
qfpecuxy  doth  visibly  shine  forth  ypon  us. 

Never  indeed  did  heaven  with  so  fair  and  serene  a  coun* 
tenance  smile  upon  earth,  as  then  it  did,  when  this  (onlf  Ber.oii 
>jBL(i/K^  xai  6^^nbfi)  bright  and  momvng  star  did  spring  up  ^^ 
above  our  horizon,  bringing  this  goodly  day ;  and  witi)  it 
shedding  life  and  cheer  among  us. 

From  this  auspicious  day  did  commence  t)ie  revocation 
of  that  fatal  curse,  by  which  we  were  expelled  from  para- 
dise, adjudged  to  death,  and  committed  to  hell;  from 
thence  we  became  reinstated  in  a  condition  of  hope,  and 
in  a  fair  capacity  of  happiness ;  from  thence  is  to  be  dated 
a  return  of  joy  into  this  re^on  of  disconsolateness.  In 
this  nativity  mankind  was  born,  or  did  revive  from  mam- 
fold  deaths ;  from  a  legal,  a  moral,  a  natural,  an  eternal 
death ;  from  lying  dead  in  irreparable  guilt,  and  under  an 
insuperable  power  of  sin ;  from  having  our  bodies  irreco- 
verably dissolved  by  corruption,  and  our  souls  immersed  into 
that  second  more  ghastly  £fea/A  of  perpetual  incurable  anguish. 
It  is  in  eflect  tlierefore  the  birthday  of  the  world;  the 

"  It  is  the  iMTtfaday  of  the  Cburdk  Genentio  enfan  ChriiCi  oilgo  cM  popoli 
Chzirtiani,  et  natalis  capitis  oatalis  est  ooiporis.     P.  Leo  de  Nai.  Serm.  0. 

Sicttt  cum  Christo  in  pssdone  cradfixi,  in  resuirectione  lesuscitati,  in  as. 
centtone  ad  dextnun  Pttris  collocatiy  ita  cum  ipso  siimus  i^  hac  Qatifiti|tt 
oongenitL    Ibid. 
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6ERM.  beginning  of  a  new,  better,  eternal  life  to  men,  (offered  to 
LXXV.  all,  and  effectuailj  bestowed  on  those  who  will  embrace 
it,)  which  we  now  do  celebrate.      All  reason    therefiHre 
we  have  to  rejoice  most  heartily  and  most  abundantly :   as 
the  goods  thence  accruing  to  us  are  in  multitude  innume- 
rable, in  quality  inestimable,  in  duraUon  immense ;  so  in 
some  correspondence  should  our  joy  be  very  intense,  very 
effuse,  very  stable ;  the  contemplation  of  them  should  in- 
Xm^kw   fuse  somewhat  of  that  unspeakable  joy^  whereof  St.  Peter 
M^L  8.  spc^^^^th ;    we  should  he  fUed,    according  to  St  Paulas 
Bom.  XT.    expression,  with  all  joy  and  pe^ice  in  believing  them ;  we 
Phu.  i  24.  should  hold  Jast^  as  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews  adviseth, 
Heb.uL6.  the  confidence  and  rejoicing  of  hope,  grounded  on  them. 
If.        '  ^rm  to  the  end. 

Having  so  many,  so  great  causes  of  joy,  are  we  not  veiy 
stupid,  are  we  not  strangely  cross  and  perverse,  if  we  ne* 
gleet  so  pleasant  a  duty  ? 

To  conclude :  Of  all  the  days  that  rise  upon  ub,  this 
undoubtedly  is  the  queen,  crowned  by  God'is  own  hand 
with  sovereign  blessings ;  Grod  hath  avowed  it  to  be  the 
day  of  his  peculiar  making,  and  therefore  of  our  special 
rejoicing ;  for  thus  of  old  the  insjnred  Psalmist  did  teach 
Pfld.  oniiLand  exhort  us  to  keep  Christmas:  This  is  the  day  which 
Matt.  «i.  ^^  ^^^  *^^*  ''^^^^^ ;  let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad  therein. 

9,  4%  I  Ptt.fi.7.  ActfiT.  11. 
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THE  SUFFERINGS  OF  GHRIOT  FORfiTOLI>  IN 
THE  OLD  TESTAMENT: 


Acts  iii.  18. 

But  those  things^  which  God  before  had  shewed  by  the 
mouth  of  all  his  Prophets,  that  Christ  should  suffer,  he 
hath  sofnlJUkd. 

M^AKr  good  arguments  there  are,  difiereat  in  kind,  which  SERM. 
conspire  to  persuade  the  truth  of  our  reHgion;  such  as  are  LXXVI. 
the  intrinsic  reasonableness,  excellency,  and  perfection  of 
its  doctrine ;  the  miraculous  works  per£bnned  in  attestation 
thereto ;  the  special  favour  of  Providence  declared  in  the 
support  and  propagation   thereof:    but  upon  no  other 
ground  do  the  Scriptures  so  much  build  its  truth,  and 
our  obligation  to  embrace  it,   as  upon  the  exact  oorr^* 
spondence  and  conformity  thereof  to  all  the  ancient  Scrip- 
tures,   which  did  foreshew  or  foretell  its  revelation  and 
introduction  into  the  world;    to, those  especially  which 
described  the  personal  characters,  circumstances,  and  per- 
formances of  our  Lord  :  to  this  our  Lord,  in  his  discourses 
and  disputes  with  incredulous  people,   referred   them ; 
Search  the  Scriptures,  said  he,  because  in  them  ye  expect  jt^toi^.^^ 
to  have  eternal  life ;  (that  is,  to  find  the  true  way  of  saving 
truth  leading  thereto ;)  and  those  are  they  which  testify  of 
me :  by  this  he  instructed  and  convinced  hH  Disciples ;  be^  Luke  zzir. 
giaminffjrom  Moses  and  from  aU  the  Prophets^he  easpound-  IJl  J^, 
ed  unto  them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the  things  concerning  hifor 
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SERM.  self:  and,  These  (said  he  to  them  presently  before  his  de- 
LXXVI.  parture)  are  the  words  which  I  speJce  wnto  you,  whSU  I  was 
J;^  «»▼•  yet  wiA  you^  that  all  things  must  beJvlfUed  which  were 
written  in  the  law  of  Moses ,  and  in  the  Prophets^  and  in 
the  Psalms  concerning  me:  thb  the  Apostles,  in  all  their 
,  preaching,  (whereby  they  taught,  proved,  and  persuaded 
Aetiiii.  22.  the  Christian  ddctrine,)  did  chiefly  insist  upon;  MoseSy  saith 
SU  Teter^  truly  said  unto  the  FcUhers^yeay  and  all  ^Pro^ 
phetsjhm  Samuel^  and  those  thatJoOow  qfter^  as  many  09 
Acttx.  4S.  have  spoken^  have  likewise  Jbretold  of  these  days ;  and,  Ta 
lJ^^|V^^' Aim,  saith  he  again,  give  aU  the  Prophets  witness^  that 
14>    ^       through  his  name  whosoever  believeth  in  him  shall  receive 
j^J^^^  remission^ sins.    And  of  St  Paul  it  is  said,  that  he 
28^  xxviii.  mi^^hUly  convinced  the  Jewsr-^^hetping  by  ihe  §cripfures^ 
that  Jesus  was  the  Christ;  and — he  expoundedy  and  testified 
the  Jcingdom  of  God,  persuading  them  concerning  Jesus^ 
both  oat  of  ^  JLaw  ofMoseSj  and  out  of  the  Prophets:  thus 
the  chief  Apostles  and  founders  of  our  religion  in  tb^  pub- 
lic discourses ;  and  in  th^r  Epistles  they  observe  the  same 
method ;  as  particularly  assttiing  Christian  doctrines  and 
duties  by  liie  testimonies  of  Prophetical  Scriptures,    so 
generally  affirming  our  religion  to  be  chiefly  grounded  on 
iFetLia  them ;  of  which  salvation  (saith  St  Peter,  concenung  the 
salvation  exhibited  by  the  Gospel)  ihe  Prophets  did  inquire^ 
and  search  dUigendyj  who  prophesied  qf  the  grace  tb  come 
unto  you ;  and  (in  regard  to  the  conviction  of  others)  he 
seems  to  prefer  the  attestation  of  this  kind  before  the  special 
revelation  immediately  made  to  the  Apostles ;  for  having 
spoken  of  it,  he  subjoins,  tooJ  ^xpfiM  ^AoLt6n^  r^  rgoftp-ix^ 
tPet  i.  l9.K^ir    We  have  also  a  more  sure  word  qf  prophecy;  where^ 
'  unto  ye  do  welly  that  ye  do  take  heed,  as  unto  a  (ight  that 
shineth  in  a  dark  place,  unM  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day^ 
9^  '  L*  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  hearts.   And  St  Paul  saith,  that  the  mys^ 
tery,  which  was  kept  secret  since  the  world  began,  was  then 
made  manifest,  and  by  the  prophetical  Scriptures,  according' 
2  Tim.  UL  toihe  commandment  qf  the  everlasting  God,  made  fenown  to 
**•  aU  nations,  toHhe  obedience  ofjaith;  and,  The  hcly  WriU 

ings,  he  telleth  Timothy,  were  able  to  make  him  wise  to 
the  salvation,  which  is,  2^  ihejaiih  of  Jesus  Chriet;  that 
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is,  th^  Were  able  to  shew  and  persuade  to  him  the  truth  SERM. 
of  Christiaiiity$  which  promiseth  solvation  to  all  that  hearti-  LXXVL 
Ijf  embrace  it  and  observe  its  laws. 

Such  a  stress  was  laid  upon  this  |HX>bation  by  the  found- 
ers of  our  religion ;  and  no  wonder ;  for  that  it  is  not  only 
extremely  forcible  in  itself»  but  hath  some  particular  uses, 
and  some  peculiar  advantages  beyond  others.     The  finre-  • 

knowledge  of  future  contingent  events,  (such  as  were  many 
of  those  concerning  our  Saviour,  depending  upon  the  freest 
acts  of  human  will,)  as  it  is  for  the  manner  of  attaining  it 
mos^incomprehensible  to  us,  so  it  is  most  proper  to  Grod, 
and  by  all  men  so  acknowledged;  future  contingencies  being 
secrets  which  dO  man,  no  angel,  no  creature  can  dive  into, 
they  bring  liot  cUscemible  in  their  causes,  which  are  indeter- 
minate ;  nor  in  themselves,  who  are  finite.  The  prediction 
therefore  of  such  events  could  not  otherwise  than  proceed 
from  his  pleasure ;  neither  could  he  yield  it  in  way  of  fa- 
vour'and  approbation  to  that  which  was  not  perfectly  true 
and  good :  this  way  therefore  doth  absolutely  confirm  the 
truth  and  goodness  of  Christian  doctrine ;  it  withal  manifests 
the  great  worth  and  weight  thereof,  as  implying  the  particu- 
lar regard  and  care  Grod  had  of  it^  designing  it  so  anciently, 
laying  trains  of  providence  toward  it,  and  preparing  such  evi-  « 
dences  for  the  confirmation  thereof ;  it  together  into  the  bar* 
gain  muntaineth  the  truth  of  the  Jewish  dispensation,  thesin- 
cerity  of  the  ancient  Patriarchs  and  Prophets,  and  the  vi^- 
lantcare  the  divine  goodness  hath  always  had  over  the 
state  of  religion,  and  toward  the  welfare  of  mankind; 
never  leaving  it  destitute  of  some  immediate  revelations 
from  himself.  It  had  a  peculiar  aptitude  to  convert  the 
Jews,  who  were  possessed  with  a  full  persuasion  concern- 
ing the  veracity  and  sanctity  of  their  ancient  Prophets ; 
and  could  not  therefore  doubt  concerning  the  truth  rf 
that,  which  appeared  conformable  to  that  which  they  had 
foretold  should  be  declared  and  dispensed  for  their  benefit 
This  probation  also  hath  this  advantage,  that  it  singly 
taken  doth  suffice  to  convince ;  whereas  others  can  hardly 
do  it  otherwise  than  in  conjunction  with  one  another,  and 
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SBRM.  especially  with  its  «id :  for  the  goodness  of  the  dcxrtrine 
LXXVI,,pay  be  contested  in  some  points ;  and  however  gcMxl  it 
seem,  it  may  be  imputed  to  human  inrention :  strange  ef^ 
feets  may  be  deemed  producible  by  other  causes  beside  di- 
vine power ;  and  they  may  be  suffered  to  be  done  for  other 
ends  than  for  confirmation  of  truth ;  they  are  also  oommoD- 
'  ly  transient,  and  thence  most  liable  to  doubt.    Providence 

also  is  in  mdny  cases  so  mysterious  and  unsearchable,  that 
the  incredulous  will  never  allow  any  inferences  to  be  dtiawn 
from  it :  but  the  plain  correspondence  of  events  to  the  stand- 
ing records  of  ancient  prophecies  (obvious  and  conspicuous 
to  every  one  that  will  consult  and  compare  th^n)  conoem- 
ing  a  person  to  be  sent  by  God,  who  should  have  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  be  so  qualified,  who  should  in  Grod'^s  name 
preach  such  doctrines  and  perform  such  works,  is  a  proof, 
which  alone  may  assure  any  man,  that  such  a  person  doth 
come  from  Gkxl,  and  is  in  what  he  declareth  or  doeth  i^ 
proved  by  him  :  no  counterfeiting  can  here  find  place;  no 
evasion  can  be  devised  from  the  force  of  this  proof. 

This  way  therefore  of  discourse  our  Lord  and  his  Apos- 
tles (whose  business  it  was  by  the   most  proper  and  effec- 
tual methods  to  subdue  the  reasons  of  men  to  the  obtdL 
ence  qf^fixHh  and  entertainment  of  Christian  truth)  did  es- 
pecially use;  as  generally  in  respect  to  all  things  concern- 
ing our  I.iord,  so  particularly  in  regard  to  his  passion ;  de^ 
claring  it  to  happen   punctually  according  to  what  had 
been  foreseen  by  Grod,  and  thence  foreshewed  by  his  Fio- 
LukexvfiL  phets,  rightly  understood:  He  took  the  twelve,  saith  St 
SI,  3^,  33.Xuke  of  our  Iiord,  and  said  unto  them.  Behold,  we  go  yp 
to  Jerusalem^  and  cM  things  that  are  wriiten  by  tJie  Fro- 
phets  concerning  the  Son  of  man  shaU  be  accomplished:  Jar 
he  shdU  be  delivered  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  sludt  be  mocked, 
and  sptefvBy  entreated,  and  spitted  on;  and  they  shall 
scourge  hifn,  andptU  him  to  death.    And  again,  after  his 
LakexiiT.  resurrection,  he  thus  reproves  his  Disciples;  OJbols,  and 
^'  W'  ^slow  ofheaH  to  believe  all  that  the  Prcphets  have  spoken: 
Ought  not  Christ  to  have  suffered  these  things,  and  to  enter 
iMo  his  ^oryf    Th^y  did  not  then  (partly  being  blinded 
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with  prejudice,  partly  not  haTing  used  due  industry,  and  SERM, 
perhaps  not  excelling  in  natural  capacity,  however  not  yet  LXXVI* 
being  sufficiently  enlighten^  by  divine  grace)  apprehend,  "~" 

or  discern,  that,  according  to  the  prophetical  instructions, 
our  Lord  was  io  to  sufter ;  but  afterward,  when  he  had 
opened  their  understanding,  that  they  might  understand  the  Lnix  ntr. 
Scriptures,  they  did  see,  and  specially  urge  this  point ; 
then  St.  Peter  declared,  that  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  which  l  PetL  u. 
was  in  the  Prophets,  did  testify  beforehand  the  stifferings 
of  Christ,  and  the  glory  that  should  foBow ;  fhen  it  was  their 
manner  to  reason  (as  is  said  of  St.  Paul)  out  of  the  Scrips  AeuxvL 
tures,  opening  and  alleging  thai  Christ  must  needs  have  suf-  ^  ^^ 
fired :  sayhig  none  other  things  than  those  which  the  Pro* 
phets  and  Moses  did  say  should  come,  that  Christ  should 
suffer ;  delivering  first  ofaU,  that  Christ  died  fir  our  sins,  X  C<».zt«  S. 
according  to  the  Scriptures:  this  is  that  which  in  my  text  St 
Peter  doth  insist  upon,  affirming  about  the  passion  of  Christ, 
that  it  not  only  had  been  predicted  by  one,  or  more,  but  fore- 
shewed  by  an  universal  consent  of  all  the  Prophets;  to  illus- 
trate and  confirm  which  assertion  of  his,  is  the  scope  of  our 
presentdiscourse;  to  perform  which  after  having  briefly  touch- 
ed  the  state  of  the  matter  in  hand,  we  shall  apply  ourselves. 
That  thelMessias  was  to  come  in  an  humble  and  homely 
manner;  (without  appearance  of  worldly  splendor  or 
grandeur ;)  that  he  was  tox^onverse  among  men  in  a  state 
of  external  poverty  and  meanness ;  that  he  was  to  cause 
offences,  and  find  oppositions  in  his  proceedings ;  that  he 
was  to  be  repulsed  and  rejected,  to  be  hated  and  scorned^ 
to  be  disgracefully  and  harshly  treated,  to  be  grievously 
persecuted  and  afflicted;  yea,  that  at  last  he  was  to  be 
prosecuted,  condemned,  and  executed  as  a  malefactor,  is 
a  truth  indeed,  which  the  Jews  (although  they  firmly  be- 
lieved and  earnestly  expected  the  coming  of  a  Messias) 
did  not,  and  indeed  were  hardly  capable  to  entertain.  It 
was  a  point  repugnant  to  the  whole  frame  of  their  con- 
ceits ;  yea,  inconsistent  with  the  nature  and  driflof  their  re- 
ligion, as  they  did  understand  it ;  for  their  religion  in  its 
surfiM^  (deeper  than  which  their  gross  fancy  coidd^  not 
'og4 
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S£BM.  penetrate)'  did  represent  earthly  wealth,  dignity,  and  pr«>- 
i^AXVI,  sperity,  as  things  most  highly  valuable ;  did  propound  them 
as  very  proper,  if  not  as  the  sole  rewards  of  piety  and  obe- 
dience ;  did  imply  consequently  the  possession  of  them  to 
be  certain  arguments  of  the  divine  good-will  and  regard  : 
they  could  not  therefore  but  esteem  poverty,  affliction,  and 
cfisgrace,  as  curses  from  heaven,  and  plain  indications  .of 
God^s  disfavour  toward  those  on  whom  they  fell :  they  par- 
ticularly are  sai^  to  have  conceited,  that  to  be  rich  was  a 
needful  qualification  for  a  prophet :  (no  less  needful,  than 
to  be  of  a  good  complexion,  of  a  good  capacity,  of  a  good 
conversation  and  life :)  SpirUas  Dei  non  requiescU  super 
paupereffif  the  Spirit  of  God  doth  not  rest  upon  a  poor 
mem ;  (that  is,  no  s|)ecial  communications  of  grace,  or  of 
wisdom  and  goodness,  are  by  God  ever  afforded  to  persons 
of  a  low  and  afflicted  condition ;)  being  a  maxim,  which 
they  had  framed,  and  which  currently  passed  among  them: 
that  he,  therefore,  who  was  designed  to  be  so  notable  a  pro- 
phet ;  who  was  to  have  the  honour  of  being  so  special  an 
instrument  of  promoting  God^s  service  and  glory ;  who 
therefore  should  be  so  highly  favour^  by  God,  that  be 
should  appear  despicable,  and  undergo  great  afflictions,  was 
a  notion  that  could  not  but  seem  very  absurd ;  that  could 
not  otherwise  than  be  very  abominable  to  them.    They  had 
farther  (in  congruity  to  these  prejudices,  abetted  by  that 
extreme  self-love  and  self-flattery,  which  were  peculiar  to 
that  nation,)  raised  in  themselves  a  strong  opinion,  that  the 
Messias  was  to  come  in  a  great  visible  state  and  power ;  to 
achieve  deeds  of  mighty  prowess  and  renown ;  to  bring  the 
nations  of  the  world  into  subjection  under  him ;  and  so  to 
reign  among  them  in  huge  majesty  and  prosperity.     When 
Jesus  therefore  (however  otherwise  answerable  in  his  cir- 
cumstances, qualifications,  and  performances,  to  the  pro- 
Matt  xYj.  phetical  characters  of  the  Messias)  did  first  appear  such  as 
he  did,  with  some  pretences,  or  intimations  rather,  that 
hewas   the  Messias,  their  stomach  presently  rose  at  it; 
they  were  exceedingly  scandalized  at  him ;  they  deemed 
57.XXTU 66.  ^^^  ^'^^  ^^y  ^  '^^^^'w*'*  {p^^  possessed  or  distracted)  and 
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an  impoHor^  but  a  bkuphemet ;  for  no  Ies£(  thiUi  blitephemy^   SEllM.' 
they  took  it  to  be  for  so  mean  and  pitiful  a  wretch  (aft  to  LXXVL 
their  eyes  he  seemed)  to  assume  unto  himself  sd  high  a 
dignity,  and  so  near  a  relation  unto  God^  as  being  the 
Messias  did  import.    We  even  see  the  Disciples  tlicfmselves  . 
of  dur  Lord  so  deeply  imbued  with  this  national   pre- 
judice, that,  even  after  they  had  avowed  him  for  the 
Christ,  they  could  scarce  with  patience  hear  him  foretel* 
ling  what  grievous  things  should  befall  him:   St.  Peter 
himself,  upon  that  occasion,  even  just  after  he  seriously 
had  confessed  him  to  be  the  Christ,  did,  as  it  is  expressed^  l^att  xvf. 
take  him^  and  began  to  rebuke  him,  saying.  Be  it  Jarjrom  johrf'^' 
thee.  Lord :  yea,  presently  after  that  our  Lord  most  plainly  ^^ 
had  described  his  sufferings  to  them,  they  could  not  for^ 
bear  dreaming  of  a  kingdom,  and  of  being  gntndees  there-  ^h*** 
in;  yea,  farther,  even  after  our  Lord^s  passion  and  resurrec* 
tion,  this  fancy  still  possessed  them ;  for  even  then  they  de« 
manded  of  him,  whether  he  would  €ti  thai  time  restore  the  Acts  i.  e. 
kingdom  unio  Israel;  meaning  such  an  external  visible 
kingdom. 

Hence  of  all  things,  notifying  the  Messias,  this  seemeth 
to  be  the  only  particalar,  which  in  general  the  Jews  did 
not,  or  would  not,  see  and  acknowledge ;  and  this  caused 
them  to  oversee  all  other  glorious  marks,  how  clearly  so- 
ever shining  in  and  about  the  person  of  Jesus ;  this  cloud 
hindered  them  from  discerning  the  exceUency  of  his  doc- 
trine, from  regarding  the  sanctity  of  his  life,  from  being 
duly  affected  with  the  wonderfulness  of  his  works,  from 
minding,  or  from  crediting  all  the  testimonies  from  hea- 
ven ministered  unto  him ;  this,  as  St.  Paul  telleth  us,  was 
the  main  scandal,  which  obstructed  their  embracing  theiCor.i.83*. 
Grospel.     As  it  was  their  ignorance  or  error  in  this*  point,  ^^,J°Vl 
which  disposed  them  to  persecute  our  Lord;    (nisi  enimj^xv.il. 
ignorahis  nihil paH posset,  as  Tertullian  saith ;  ifiheyhadTett  m 
known,  they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory,  saith  ^SnAL  9. 
St  Paul ;)  so  it  was  that  which  maintained  their  obstinate 
hatred  of  his  name  and  memory ;  although  graced  with  so 
illustrious  testimonies  of  divine  power  and  providence. 
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tI^ERH.      We'   ctfnnot   theKfore  heie,  as   in  other   particulars 

l.XXy  I.  concctniflg  our  Lord,  dlege  the  geaeral  consent  of  CrodV 

people  in  expounding  the  Prc^het»  aocofding  to  our  sense, 

tb|8  bebg  ime  of  these  points^  in  respect  to  which  the 

lyophets  themselves  £d  foresee  and  foretel  th^  perverse 

^Ll  ^^  stiipidit J  and  incredulity ;  that  they  should  hokj  and  not 

In.  tL  9.   see ;  hear^  and  not  understand ;  yielding  herein  special  o&- 

13^  ^'^  casion  to  that  compkint,  Who  hath  be&cved  our  report  f 

£zek.zii.2.  Yet  notwithstandiufi^  their  affected  and  culpaUe  blindness, 

Arte  YTTiiL 

2s,  thafe  is  no  particular  concerning  the  Messias  in  the  amaoLt 

!«.  liil.  1.  Scriptures,  either  more  fiequently  in  way  of  mystical  inanua^ 

tion  and  adumbration  glanced  at, or  more  clearly  in  direct  and 

•  plain  language  expressed  ;  or  which  also  by  reasonable  de- 

diK^tion  thence  may  be  more  strongly  inferred  than  this. 

1.  I  say,  first,  it  is  frequently  glanced  at  by  mystical 
iottnuations ;  &r  explaining  the  intent  of  which  assertion, 
we  shall  premise  somewhat,  whidi  may  serve  to  dedare 
the  pertinency  of  hiany  citations  produced  out  of  the  an- 
cient Scriptmre  in  the  New  Testament;  the  which,  to* 
gether  with  others  connected  with  them,  or  bearing  just 
analogy  to  them,  we  also,  being  assured  of  their  design  by 
the  authority  of  our  Lord  and  his  Apostles,  may  sa&ly  pre- 
sume after  them  to  apply  to  the  same  purposes. 

We  may  then  consider,  that  the  alUwise  God^  (who 

£ph.  I.  11.  tDorketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  wiUy  and  to 

Tit  i.  2.   '  whom  all  things  OKepresenty)  having  b^bre  eternal  Hmes^ 

e^'  ^s.^'  ^  ^^'  ^^"^  speaketh,  determined  in  due  time  to  send  the 

Hi.  9.         Messias,  for  accomplishing  the  greatest  design  that  ever 

^^•^^  was  to  be  managed  in  this  world,  (that  which  should 

cd  L  26.   bring  the  highest  glory  to  himself,  and  procure  the  richest 

benefits  to  the  principal  of  his  creatures  here,)  did  by 

his  incomprehenu.ble  providence  so  order  things,  that  all 

the  special  dispensations  preceding  it  should  have  a  fit 

t«idency  and  an  advantageous  reference  thereto ;  so  that, 

when  it  came  upon  the  stage,  it  might  appear  that  the 

main  of  the  plot  consisted  theran;    and  that  whatever 

was  acted  before  had  principally  a  respect  thereto.     As 

therefore  from  the  beginning  of  things  God  did  in  a  gra- 
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duaI*ni8lhod  nudie  real^teparations  towards  it,  by  «evend  SEitM, 
8lq»  imparting  disooveries  of  his  nund  about  it,  or  in  L3CXVi^ 
ovder  theiefco^  (somewhat  to  Adam  himseUE^  mcM%  to  Abra- 
ham and  the  Fatriarcha,   somewhat   farther  to  Moses, 
much  move   yet  to  divers  of  the  Prcxphets,  aoioog  his 
chosen  people,  who  not  only  foretold  largely  ooncemhig 
it,  bat  deli'rered  direes  kinds  of  instsuction  conlbrmable 
to  it,  md  eonducible  to  the  ^pvomotiiig  and  entertainment 
thereof,)  so  he  did  also  tahe  iespeeial  care  by  many  appo- 
nte  Tepresentations,  (jwfeA  ^tft^^MonrdE,  kUeUigible  tpectadaf  Bu8eb.Hift. 
orobjedts  of  mental  ^calation,  IBnsebius  calleth  tbem,)^^ 
handsomely  inserted  into  all  his  dispensations,  to  set  it 
out,  and  to  insintiate  his  meaning  about  it  ^  diat  so  it 
might  at  leaigth  shew  itwlf' with  more  solemnity,  ^md  less 
suTprise-;  the  most  eminent  persons,  thesefove,  whom  he 
ittiffed  up,  and 'employed  in  his  affairs,  tending  to  that 
end,  as  they  did  resemble  the  Messtas,  in  ^  being  instru-pnLcv.is. 
ments  of  God-s  partseular  graee  and  providence,  (being  ^'^T:.^* 
indeed  inferior  Christs  and  Mediators,  partial  Saviours  OaL  in. at. 
and  Redeemers  of  his  people,  as  they  are  sometimes  ^^al^-^^^Ur 
ed ;)  so  they  were  oideced  in  several  circumstances  of 
their  persons,  in  divers  actions  they  performed,   in  the 
principal  accidents  befalling  them,  to  represent  him  :    (be- 
coming ihu/fntdi  Xpfoiy  Chiistain  mage^  as  Eusebius  again  BiMeb.HiaL 
-styleth  them :)  the  rites  also  and  services  of  religion  in-  ^  ^^ 
stituted  by  them  in  God's  name  were  adapted  to  the 
aame purpose;  diey  and  all  things  about  them,  I^  6od^  Heb.v]iL5. 
especial  direction  and  wise  care,  being  fitted  so  as  to  be  ^^  "^^' 
congruous  emblems  and  shadows  prefiguring  Christ,  and 
whatever  appertained  to  him:   thus  was  Adam,  as  St. 
Paulcalleth  him,  a  type  of  Christ;  and  Abel,  Melchi- bmd. t. 24. 
aedec,  Isaac,  Moses,  Joshua,  David,  Solomon,  Zarobabti,yi^£^^ 
are  intimated  to  have  been  such;   the  most  ognal  things^ 
done  by  then^  or  be&Uing  them,  having  been  suited  to 
answer  somewhat  remarkable  concerning  him ;  so  that  we 
may  say  of  them  all,  as  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews  did  Heb.  TiiLai. 
of  the  Jewish  priests,  they  served  to  the  eubindicatkm  Ofirf^^'"'  ^^^ 
shadowing  jtf'J^avenb/  things.    In  David  particularly  this  r»/ff  xmr^A^ 
idatim  lis  so  plain,  that  becauae  thereof,  in  the.prvfihels*''  '^"^  *"*' 


^VMry. 
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SERM.  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  and  Hosea,  the  Mesmas  is  called  bj  Im 
LXXVI.  name ;  as  if  he  were  revived  in  the  Messas.     It  indeed 


Jer.  zxx.  9.  Well  suited  the  dignity  of  this  great  per3ona^9  and  the  im- 
£sdL^  ^'portance  of  his  business,  that  he  should  have  appointed  sa 
xxxiT.  ts.  notable  heralds  and  harbingers  to  gb  before  his  face ;  fur. 
24, 2&^^  '  nished  vrith  conspicuous  ensigns  and  badges  denoting  their 
(HeKtiiL  &  relation  to  him.     It  was  proper,  that  God  should  appeaor 
GaL  !▼.  f 4.  to  have  had  always  an  express  regard  toward  him :  it  con- 
^^  ^  ^^)sequendy  doth  serve  to  our  edification ;  for  that  we  duty 
comparing  things,  and  espying  this  admirable  oorrespood- 
ency,  may  be  instructed  thereby,  and  established  in  our 
faith ;  may  be  excited  to  the  admiration  of  God'^a  wisdom, 
so  harmoniously  connecting  things,  and  of  his  goodness, 
so  provident  for  our  welfare ;  may  also  be  induced  diere- 
by  the  more  highly  to  adcace  the  Messias,  and  to  esteem 
his  design :  such  uses  St  Paul  signifieth,  when  having  com- 
pared divers  things  concerning  Moses  to  things  concerning 
1  Cor.  X.    Christ,  he  saith,  All  these  things  happen^  as  iypeSy  and 
I  Pet  i.  12.^^  iv^^  written  far  our  admonitiony  on  whom  the  ends  cf 
the  world  are  come. 

It  is  also  (both  for  illustration  and  proof  of  these  tMngs) 

to  be  observed,  that  because  those  eminent  servants  of 

Grod   wei^   representatives  of  Christ,  many  things  are 

.    spoken  of  them^  as  such ;   many  things  are  ascribed  to 

them,  which  only,  or  chiefly,  were  intended  of  him ;  their 

names  are  used  as  veils  to  cover  divers  things  conceniiag 

him,  which  it  seemed  to  divine  wisdom^  not  so  conv^uent 

in  a  more  open  and  clear  manner  to  disclose  promiscu* 

ously  to  all  men.     That  this  observation  is  true ;  that,  I 

say,  under  the  names  of  persons  representing  Christ  (or  of 

things*    we  may    add,    adumbrating  his  things)  many 

things  are  intimated  principally  concerning  him  and  his 

dispensations,  may  be  collected  and  confirmed  from  hence, 

that  many  things  are  attributed  to  persons  (and  to  things 

also)  which  do  not  agree  to  them ;  many  things  were 

promised  which  appear  never  accomplished,  except  after 

an  improper  and  hyperbolical  manner  of  expresaon,  or 

according  to  an  enormous  wideness  of  interpretation ;  such 

as  do  not  well  seem  to  suit  the  nature  of  true  histories, 
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and  serious  promises :  thus,  for  instance,  many  things  are  SERM. 
foretold  concerning  the  large  extent  and  prosperous  state  I'XXVI. 
of  the  Jewish  Church ;  which  history  and  experience  do^n*  «▼•  ^ 
testify  never  (according  to  strictness  of  literal  acceptation, 
yea  not  in  any  tolerable  degree,  near  the  height  of*  what 
the  words  import)  to  hare  come  to  pass :  thus  also,  as 
the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews  argueth,  effects  are  attributed  Heb.  z.  4. 
to  the  Jewish  rites  and  sacrifices,  which  according  to  the 
nature  of  things  cannot  belong  to  them,  otherwise  than  as 
substitutes  and  shadows  of  things  more  high  in  substance 
and  efficacy:  thus  alsawhatis  with  solemn  oath  promised PnL sly. 
to  Solomon  (concerning  the  vast  extent  and  endless  du^a-J^^  ^ 
tion  of  his  empire  in  righteousness,  peace,  and  prosperity ; 
together  irith  his  mighty  acts,  and  suocesaful  achievements) 
doth  not  appear  directly  in  any  competent  measure  to  have 
been  accomplished :  thus  also  David  (as  St  Peter  in  the 
8d  of  the  Acts  observeth,  and  groundeth  his  argumentation  Atts  iL  29. 
on  it)  speaketh  divers  things  of  himself,  which  cannot  be 
conceived  properly  and  literally  agreeable  to  him :    such 
things  therefore  (having  some  truth  under  them)  are  rea^ 
sonably  supposed  to  be  intimations  of  somewhat  appertain- 
ing to  the  future  more  perfect  state  of  things  under  the 
Messias ;  to  concern  him  (who  was  to  be  ^  end  of  the  law)  Eom.  x.  4. 
and  his  dispensation,  which  was  to  be  the  accomplishment  3?^  ^'^"^ 
of  all  things  predicted  and  presignified :  this  is  that  which  St.  i  Pet  i.  10 
Austin  signifieth,  when  he  saith  of  Christ,  that  Him  allthe^^ 
promises  of  the  Jewish  fiatiofij  aU  ^eir  prophecies^  priest- 
hoodsy  sacriflcesj  their  temple^   and  all  their  sacraments 
wJiatever  did  resound,  or  express  t. 

Neither  are  these  things  only  said  according  to  suppo^ 
ffltions  assumed  in  the  New  Testament;  but  they  agree,  as 
to  their  general  importance,  to  the  sense  of  the  ancient 
Jews,  who  did  conceive  such  mysterious  references  oflen 
to  lie  couched  under  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures :  they  did 
suppose  every  where  a  Midrash,  or  mystical  sense ;  which 

*  Qoon  Chrigtum  "Oiinnia  gentii  ilUus  pnmiiMa,  omnet  prophetuB,  «u 
cerdotia,  wcrifllcii)  tcmpitami  et  cuncte  onmino  namunmto  aoDueiunt*  Aug, 
ad  Voiut,  Ep.S» 
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SEEM,  they  Tery  «tudiou8Jy  (even  to  em  exctM  ef  curiosity  and 
I>XXVl.  diligence)  searched  afte» :  it  was  a  constant  and  confident 
opinion  of  their  doctors^  diat  all'  things  iu  Moseses  l^w  were 
Vld-CqieU.  typical,  and  capable  of  allegmcal  expoati<»i\;  and  PhiloV 
1^  Zohwr.   ^^"g*  (composed  immediately  after  our  Savioujr^s  times). 
do  shew  that  opinion  then  to-  hare  been  passable.    We 
have  also  several  instances  and  intimatbns  thereof  iq.  tbe 
New  Testament ;  neither  is  it  probable^  that  ouir  Lard  and 
the  Apostles  would,  in  tfaeiff  discourses  and  dispiitations 
widi  4ie  Jew^  have  used  tUs  way  of  aUegiog  and  inter- 
preting passages  of  Scrqpture>  if  tbey  in  general  had  not 
admitted  and  approreci  it 
Vid.  Chiyt.     Why  God  dnould  choose  to  express  matters  of  this  na« 
649^  ftc.^  ^^"^  i^  "^'^  *  manner^  we  need  not  to detennine«  it lught 
658,  &&     be  perhaps  for  reasons  only  known  to  lumself,  above  our  ken 
or  cognizance :  yet  divers  probable  reasoMi  may  be  assigor- 
ed  for  it,  yea.  some  more  than  probable,  seeing  they  are  ext- 
pressed  or  hinted  in  Scriptiure.     It  might  be  fi»*  a  dacenl 
and  harmonious  diacriminatioii  of  tunes,  oS  dispfns8t&0BS» 
of  persons ;  it  mi^t  be  from  the  deptb  of  tbii^  le  cood- 
liate  reverence  to  them,  and  to  raise  the  price  of  knowing 
lUv.  ii.  7.  them,  by  the  difficulty  of  attuning  thereto ;  it  m^t  be  by 
^^^      exerdse  to  improve  the  understandings  of  men,  to  ipflane 
Matt  xiii.  their  desire,  to  excite  their  industry,  to  provoke  their  de- 
Duk*^.  I.  ▼otion,  to  render  them  modest  and  humble ;  it  might  be  far 
John  T.  39.  occammi  to  reward  an  honest  and  dilisent  study  of  God's 
45.  word,  and  to  convey  special  gilts  of  mterpretaticm ;  it  might 

iflP*^*  *M.^  ^  conceal  some  things  from  some  persons  unworthy  or 
£pfa.  L  9,    unfit  to  know  them,  especially  from  haughty  and  adf«oon- 
Matc.  xiii.  ^^^^  persons ;  it  might  be  to  use  the  ignorance  of  some, 
13.  zL  S5.  as  a  means  to  produce  some  great  events  i  such  as  was  the 
rcor.  ii.  8.  i^isusing  and  persecuting  our  Lord :   for  such  reasons  it 
Acti  iiL  17.  might  be,  and  thare  is  no  good  reason  against  it ;  for  it  can. 
not  be  supposed  necessary,  that  all  things  should  be  plainly 
discovered  at  all  times,  and  to  all  persons;  it  is  evident  that 
some  things  are  couched  in  parabolical  and  mysterious  ex- 
Gal,  iv.  4.  pressions;  it  is  particularly  the  manner  of  prophetical  instruc- 

f IW  ii  «.  ^*^"  frequently  to  involve  things,  the  full  and  clear  knoir- 
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ledge  of  wiiich  is  not  congruous  to  every  season,  not  suitable  SERM. 
to  every  capacity ;  but  reserved  for  times,  and  persons,  for  LXXVL 
whidi  the  divine  wisdom  only  knows  them  most  proper. 

These  things  being  thus  premised,  we  come  to  our  par- 
ticular case,  and  say,  that  (according  to  what  our  Lord 
and  his  Apostles  teach)  the  Messiah^s  being  to  suffer  was 
in  divers  passages  of  the  ancient  Scriptures  prefigured. 
Suppo^ng  the  thing  itself  determined  to  be,  there  are  pe- 
culiar reasons,  why  it  rather  so,  than  in  a  more  open  man- 
ner, should  be  represented,  contained  in  those  words  of 
Tertullian :  The  eacrameni  indeetf,  saith  he,  of  Chriete 
passion  aught  to  have  been  figured  in  the  (ancient)  j^redtot- 
tions ;  foTOsmvch  as  that  the  more  incredible  it  was^  (if 
it  jfliould  have  been  preached  nakedly^  the  more  offensive  it 
would  have  been ;  and  the  more  magnificent  it  waSy  the 
more  it  was  to  be  overshadowed^  thai  the  diffictdty  cf  under- 
standing  it  might  be  cause  (^seeking  of  God's  grace  «.  Sup- 
posing it  also  that  it  should  be,  it  is  plain  that  the  passages 
about  Abel,  Isaac,  Josias,  Jeremiah,  and  the  like,  may 
congruously  be  applied  thereto ;  that  the  elevation  of  the 
Brazen  Serpent,  and  the  slaying  the  Paschal  Lamb  may 
appositely  represent  it ;  the  Jewish  priests,  with  all  their 
sacrifices,  may  also  with  reason  be  brought  in,  and  accom- 
modated thereto :  these  things  indeed  by  themselves  soli- 
tarily are  not  apt  peremptorily  to  evince,  that  it  should 
be ;  yet  do  they  handsomely  suit  it,  and  adorn  the  suppo- 
sition thereof;  according  to  the  notion  premised  about  the 
figurative  relation  between  the  matters  of  the  old  world 
before  the  Messias,  and  the  new  one  after  him.  But  with 
a  clearer  evidence  and  stronger  force  we  may  affirm,  that 
the  Messiah'^s  sufferings  were  implied  in  the  afflictions  as- 
cribed to  his  representative  king  David,  such  as  he  in  seve- 
ral Psalms  <iu  the  35th,  69th,  109th,  118th,  and  especially 
in  the  22d  Psalm)  describeth  them;  wherein  divers  passages, 

^  Clique  tacramentum  ptttsioiiii  'vpmns  figiumri  in  pnedicadoiiibos  oportii- 
erat,  quatitoque  iDcredifoilev  tanto  magis  scandalum  fuiurum,  qiuutoqac  inag- 
nificuin,  tanlo  magis  adunibraiuluDi ;  ut  difficultas  inlellccti^s  ^raliam  Dei 
qusrcret     TerL  in  Jud.  10. 
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SERM.  expressing  the  extreme  sadness  and  forlonmess  of  his  cod- 
LXXVI.  (Jition,  occur,  which  by  the  history  of  )w  life  do  not  so 
welly  according  to  the  literal  signi^cation  of  words,  appear 
congruous  to  his  person ;  which  therefore  there  is  a  neces- 
sity, or  at  least  much  reason,  that  they  should  be  applied 
to  the  Messias,  whom  that  holy  King  did  represent 

WUch  being  admitted,  comparing  the  passages  we  find 
there  to  that  which  befellJesus,  we  may  observe  an  admirable 
harmony ;  there  being  scarce  ^ny  pait  of  his  affliction  in  his 
life,  or  at  any  c'urcumstance  thereof  at  his  death,  which  is  not 
in  express  and  emphatical  terms  there  set  out.     There  we 
Pi.  zxii.  e.  have  expressed  his  low  and  despicable  estate  \(Iama  tporm, 
ofid  no  man ;  the  reproach  qfrnefi^  an4  despised  of  the  peo- 
ple :  J— the  causeless  hatred  and  enmity  of  the  populacy  and 
PasL  ixiz.  q{  the  great  ones  toward  him ;  (They  that  haie  me  without  a 
dx!^^'  *  cause  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my  head;  they  that  wovld  de- 
stroy me^  being  mine  enemies  wrongfully^  are  mighty ;  they 
compassed  me  about  with  words  of  hatred^  andjbuglu  against 
me  without  a  cause:) — the  ingrateful  requital  for  all  the  good 
Pnd.  xxxy.  intended  and  performed  by  him ;  (They  rewarded  me  evil 
ai^tt,  fi^  5*^  ^^  hatred  Jor  my  love ; J— their  rejecting  him ; 
(The  stone  which  the  bpUder^s  refused  is  become  the  head^ 
stone  of  ihe  comer ;  J-i-their  insidious  and  calumnious  pro. 
Pf.  xzxT.  7,  ceedings  against  him ;  (Without  cause  have  they  hid  for  me 
'  **^      their  n^ma  pity  which  without  cause  they  have  digged  far 
my  soul.    And,  False  witnesses  did  rise  up ;  they  liUdtomy 
charge  things  that  I  knew  not    And,   Tfie  month  of  the 
wicked  ami  ihe  mouth  of  the  deceitfui  are  opened  against  me ; 
they  have  spoken  against  me  with  a  lying  tongue :) — ih&i 
PnL  zzxT.  bitter  insulting  over  him  in  his  affliction  ;  (But  in  mine  ad- 
J^'  ^^^     versity  they  rejoiced^  anS  gathered  tfiems^fves  together ;  yea^ 
the  objects  gathered  themselves  together  against  me :)  They 
persecute  Aim,  whom  thou  hast  smitten^  and  they  talk  to  the 
grief  of  ihoscy  whom  ihou  hast  wounded:  xai  M  rh  SXyo^ 
TMf  r^fidruv  fiM  T^otf^xai',  and  to  the  smart  of  my  wounds 
they  have  added;  (saytheLXX.) — their  scornful  reviling, 
Pial.xui*  flouting,  and  mocking  Jiim;  (AU  they  that  see  me  laugh 
^'  *•  me  to  scorn ;  they  shoot  the  %,  they  shake  the  Jiead^  sayings 
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He  trusted  in  the  Lard  that  he  would  deliver  him ;  let  him  SERBf  / 
deliver  him^  seeing  he  delighteth  in  him.    And  /  became  a  LXXVL 
reproach  untothem;  when  they  looked  upon  me j  theffshaked^^^j^^s* 
their  heads:  Theyopenedtheirnumih  wide  against  me^and^^'^^* 
said,  Ahay  aha,  our  eye  hath  seen  it.   'Enriiffxa^  fu,  ^^fiMtrn^ 
p^  fu  fiAwn^tdftAv,   IZ^^Wf  kr    ifsk  r»f  Wnfttoi  aurSv*       They 
tempted  me,  they  e^remely  mocked  me,  they  gnashed  their 
teeth  upon  me  :)«-thcir  cruel  and  contemptuous  tisage  of 
him ;  {Dogs  have  compassed  me ;  the  assembly  of  the  wicked  ^^  «"- 
Jutve  enclosed  me;  they  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet.     I 
may  tell  all  my  bones ;  they  look  and  stare  upon  me  :)— 
their  abusive  dealing  with  him,  when  he  in  his  distress 
called  for  some  refi*e8bment;  They  gave  megaUfir  97ij^  Pnl.  inc. 
mea^,  and  in  my  thirst,  they  gave  me  vvnegOir  to  drink  :*-  ^^* 
their  disposal  of  his  garments  upon  his  suft'eriug;  (T^^PnLxxit 
part  my  garments  among  them,  and  cast  tots  upon  my  ves-  '^ 
/ur^ :)— his  being  deserted  of  his  friends  and  followers, 
and  thence  destitute  of  all  cbnsolation;  (/  am  become  aPsaLlxtx. 
Hrang^  wOo  mj,  brethrm,  and  an  alien  unto  n^inoOur'.'^^- 
children  t'^^IamJuU  of  heaviness  ;  and  I  looked Jhr  some  to 
take  pity,  but  tkete  was  none ;  andjbr  comforters,  but  J 
found  none:)— the  sense  of  God^s  withholding  his  favour  and 
help ;  (My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  f  why  PgaL  xst 
art  thou  so  far  from  helping  me  f) — ^his  charitable  disposi-  **  ^"*"  *^ 
tion  and  demeanour  toward  his  enemies  and  persecutors ; 
(BtU  as /or  me,  when  they  were  sick,  (when  they  cUdtrouble'l^frfmir^ 
me,  say  the  LXX.)  my  clothing  zoos  sackhth :  I  hunAled^**^^*" 
ff^sel/wiihfosting,  and  rm/ prayer  returned  into  my  awn  **"^  »"^* 
bosom.    I  behc^ed  mysey^as  though  it  had  been  my  friend 
or  brother  ;  I  bowed  downheavify^  as  one  that  moumethfor 
his  mother.)    Which  passages,  and  the  like,  how  patly  and 
punctually  they  do  square  to  respective  passages  in  the  gos- 
pels, I  need  not  to  shew ;  we  do^  I  presume,  all  of  us  well 
enough  remember  that  both  most  doleful  and  comfortable 
history,  to  be  able  otxrselves  to  make  the  appficatron. 

But  there  farther  are  not  only  such  oblique  intimations, 
or  significations  of  this  matter,  shrouded  under  the  covers 
ture  of  other  persons  and  names ;  but  very  direct  and  in^ 
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SERM.  mediate  predictions  concerning  the  Mesdah^s  being  to  Bufier, 

LXXVL  meet  dearly  expressed:  that  whole  famous  chapter  (the  63d) 

In.  liii.  of  Isaiah  doth  most  evidently  and  fuUy  declM^  it,  whezeiii 
the  kind,  manner,  causes,  ends,  and  consequences  of  his 
suiFerings,  together  with  his  behaviour  under  them,  are  gra- 

Ver.  2.  phically  represented :  his  appearing  meanness,  (He  hath  no 
form  nor  comeliness;  cmdwhenwe  shaU  seehivh there  is  no 
heauhf  that  we  should  desire  him  ;)^— the  disgrace,  contempt^ 

Ver.  3.  repulses,  and  rejection  he  und^went,  (He  is  despised  and 
refected  of  men^^we  hid  owr  faces  from  him ;  he  teas  de^ 

Ver.  3, 4b  spiscd^  and  t^e  esteemed  him  not :) — ^His  afflicted  state,  (He 

is  a  m>an  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  mth  grief;  we  did  es* 

,        .  teem  him  stricken  ;  sntitten  ofGodf  and  afflicted  :)-*-the  bil^ 

Ver.  i,  &  ter  and  painful  manner  of  his  affliction,  (He  was  stricken  ; 
he  bare  stripes ;  he  was  wounded  and  bruised :) — ^his  ber 

Ver.  %  n.  ing  accused,  adjudged,  and  condemned  as  a  malefactor,  (He 
was  taken  from  prison  andfromJudgment-^^Jie  was  nunAer^ 
ed  among  the  trq/nsgressors  ;)*— his  death  consequent,  (He 
poured  out  his  soul  unto  death ;  he  zoos  cut  out  of  the  land 
ofihe  living  ;)'^the  design  and  end  of  his  sufferings;  they 
were  appdnted  and  inflicted  by  divine  Providence  for  our 
sake,  and  in  our  stead ;  for  the  expiation  of  our  dns,  and  our 

Ver.  10,  ^salvation;  (tljdeasedthe  Lord  to  bruise  him;  hehathputhim 

^S,6f  ^^'togritf:  when  thou  shait  make  his  soul  an  Ojffbrimg for  sinr^ 
he  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for 
our  iniquities  /,  the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  Mm, 
and  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed^^-^surdy  he  hath  borne  our 
griefs,  and  carried  our  aorrowM'^-fbr  the  transgression  nf 
mypeoplehe  was  stricken-^^he  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the 
iniquities  of  us  a22;)^-his  sustaining  all  this  with  a  willing, 

Ver.  7.  quiet,  humble  patience,  and  perfect  meekness,  (He  was  op* 
pressed,  and  he  was  afflicted,  tfet  he  opened  not  his  mouth ;  he 
isbrought  as  a  lambtothe  slaughter;  andas  asheepbefbreher 

Ver.  12.  shearersisdumb,so  hecpeneihnothis  mou^A:)-*^hisdiaritabIe 
praying  for  his  persecutors,  and  designing  their  welfare,  (He 
made  intercessiqnfbr  the  transgressors :)'^iiie  blessedconse-' 
quences  and  happy  success  of  his  sufferings,  in  the  convorsioQ 
and  justification  di  men ;  in  perf(Nrming  God's  will  and  work ; 
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in  being  satisfied,  rewarded,  and  exalted  himself,  (He  shall  SERNf . 
see  his  seed^  he  shall prohng  his  days^  and  the  pleasure  qf  LXXVL 
the  Lard  shatt  prosper  in  his  hand.    He  shall  see  qfthe  tra-  !»,  liu.  lo, 
vaa  qf  his  soul,  and  shatt  be  Satisfied:  by  his  knowledge  ^^•^*- 
shatt  my  righteous  seroatdjusUvfy  mofny  i-^Iwitt  divide  him 
a  portion  with  the  greaty  and  he  shatt  divide  the  spoU  wiA 
the  strong:)  which  passages,  as  they  do  most  exactly  suit 
unto  Jesus,  and  might  in  a  sort  constitute  a  true  historical 
narration  of  what  he  did  endure,  together  with  the  doc- 
trines delivered  in  the  Grospel  concerning  the  intents  and  ef- 
fects of  his  sufferings,  so  that  they  did,  according  to  the  in- 
tendon  of  the  divine  Sjarit,  relate  to  the  Mesnas,  may  from 
several  considerations  be  made  apparent ;  the  context  and  co- 
herence of  all  this  passage  with  the  matters  precedent  and 
subsequent,  the  which  plainly  do  respect  the  Mesaas^  and  his 
times,  do  argue  it  i  How  beauHfidupon  the  mountains  are  thetaulxL't, 
Jeet  qfhim  thcif  bringe(h  good  tidings !  and.  Behold,  my  ser- 
vant shatt  deal  prudently,  ^c.  are  passages  immediately  going    . 
before ;  to  which  this  chapter  is  knit  in  way  of  continuation ; 
and  immediately  after  it  doth  follow,  JSing,  O  barren,  ihoii  in.  ur.  i^ 
ihat  didst  not  bear,  4re.  bdng  a  no  less  perspicuous  than  ele-  ^^ 
gant  description  of  the  Church,  enlarged  by  accession  of  the 
Croitiles,  whidi  was  to  be  brought  to  pslss  by  the  Messias. 
The  general  scope  of  this  whole  prdphecy  enforceth  the 
same  conclusion  i  and  the  incongruity  of  this  particular  pre- 
diction to  toy  other  |)erson  imaginable  beside  the  Messias 
doth  farther  evince  it :  so  high  are  the  things  ascribed  to 
the  suffering  person ;  as  that  he  should  bear  the  sins  qfatt 
CfocPs pe&pk,  and  heal  titem;  that  he  should  by  his  know- 
ledgejustyif  many^  (or  the  multitude;)  that  the  pleasure  qf 
the  Lord  should  prosper  in  his  hand  to  these  grand  pur- 
poses ;  that  Ood  would  divide  him  a  portion  with  the  great, 
arid  that  he  should  divide  the  spoil  with  the  strong:  the 
magnificency  and  importance  of  which  sayings  (rightly  un- 
derstood and  weighed)  do  well  agree  to  the  Mesaas,  but 
not  to  any  other  person,  or  simple  man :  whence  if  the' 
ancient  Jews  had  reason  to  believe  a  Messias  was  to  come, 
(as  they  with  general  consent  did  suppose  they  had^)  they 
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SERM.  had  as  much  reason  to  apply  this  plslce^  as  any  other,  to 
LXXVL}^iy^j^  and  thence  to  acknowledge  that  he  was  designed  to  be 
an  eniiaent  sufferer.  And  indeed  divers  of  the  ancient  Tar- 
gumists  and  most  learned  Rabbins  did  expound  this  place  of 
the  one  Messias,  which  was  to  come ;  as  the  Pugio^fidei,  and 
other  learned  writers,  do  by  several  express  testimonies  de- 
clare. This  place  also  discovereth  the  vanity  of  t^at  fig- 
ment, devised  by  some  later  Jews ;  who,  to  evade  it,  and  to 
oppose  Jesus,  have  affirmed  there  was  to  be  a  double  Mes- 
sias ;  one^  who  should  be  much  afflicted;  another,  who  should 
greatly  prosper ;  since  we  may  observe,  that  here  both  great 
afflictions  and  glorious  performances  concurrently  are  as- 
cribed to  the  same  person. 

The  same  things  are  by  parts  also  clearly  foretold  in  other  ' 
places  of  this  Prophet ^  and  in  other  prophetical  Scriptures ; 

Isa  lii.  13,  by  Isaiah  again  in  the  chapter  immediately  preceding,  Be- 

^^  hold^  saith  Grod  there^  iny  servant  shall  deal  prvdenUy ;  he 

shall  be  ea^aUed  and  extoUedy  and  be  very  high :  there  is  Grod'^s 
servant,  (he,  who  in  way  of  exce^ency  is  such,  that  is,  in  the 
style  of  this  Prophet,  the  Messias)  in  his  real  glorious  ca- 
pacity. It  folioweth  concerning  his  external  appearance^ 
His  visage  was  so  marred  more  than  amy  murCs^  and  his 
form  more  than  the  sons  of  men.    And  again^  in  the  49th 

Isa.  xllx.  7.  chapter ;  Thtis  saith  the  Lordj  the  Redeemer  qflsrael^  and 
his  Holy  one,  to  him  whom  man  despiseth,  to  him  whom  the 
nation  abhorreth^  to  a  servant  qfrtders^  ^ings  shall  see  and 
ari^y  princes  also  shall  worship.  What  can  be  more  express 
and  clear,  than  that  it  is  signified  here,  that  the  Messias,  who 
should  subject  the  world,  with  its  sovereign  powers,  to  the 
acknowledgment  and  veneration  of  himself,  was  to  be  des- 
pised by  men,  to  be  detested  by  the  Jewish  people,  to  ap- 
pear in  a  servile  and  base  condition  ^  The  same  Prophet 
doth  again^  in  the  50th  chapter,  bring  him  in  speaking  thus : 

In.  L  6.  I  gave  my  back  to  the  smiters^  and  my  cheeks  to  them  that 
plucked  off  the  hair  r  I  hid  not  my  face  from  shame  andspit^ 
ting.  His  offending  the  Jews,  so  as  thereby  to  aggravate 
their  sins,  and  accelerate  their  punishments,  is  also  thus  ex> 

Isa.  viii.  14.  pressed  by  the  same  Prophet :  And  he  shall  be  for  a  sanc^ 

iPtaLiif.) 
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tuari/ ;  but  for  a  stone  of'  stumUhig  and  for  a  rock  of  of-   SERM. 
fende  to  both  the  lumses  ofhraelyfbr  a  gin  and  for  a  marc  ^^^^^ 
to  the  inliabitants  of  Jerusalem, 

The  Prophet  Zechiu-iah  doth  also  in  several  places  very 
roundly  express  his  sufferings,  his  low  condition  in  those 
words ;  Behold  thy  King  cometh  unto  iliee ;  lowly ^  amd  rid-  Zech.  ix.  9. 
ing  Vfoa  an  ass ;  (that  is,  pauper,  mean  and  sorry  to  appear- 
ance.)    His  manner  of  death  in  those  words :  Awake,  O  ztch.  ziiL 
sword,  against  my  Shepherd,  and  agamst  the  man  that  is  '^* 
Viy  fellow,  saUh  the  Lord  of  hosts :  smite  the  Shepherd,  and 
the  sheep  shall  be  scattered.  And  again ;  /  wiUpour  upon  the  z&Au  xii. 
house  ofDam^  and  upon  the  inhabitanta  of  Jerusalem,  the  ^^' 
spirit  of  grace  and  qfsupplicatiojis ;  and  they  shall  look  up^ 
on  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  shaU  mourn,,  <$*c. 
The  Prophet  Daniel  al9o  in  that  pla^e,  from  which  proba- 
bly the  name  Messias  was  taken,  and  which  most  expressly 
mentioneth  him,  saith,  that  qfier  sixty-two  weeks  the  Mes*  Dan.u.  26. 
sias  shaU  be  cutoff,  btU  not  for  himself.    Now  from  all  these 
passages  of  Scripture  (beside  divers  others  to  the  same  pur- 
pose, observable  by  those,  whose  industry  is  assisted  by  di- 
vine illumination)  we  may  well  conclude  with  our  Lord, 
"Ort  Uru  yeyffjKftcu,  xaJ  Sroitg  iikt  irc^sh  r^  X^i^ov*  That  thus  it  zoas  Luke  xxiv. 
written,  and  thits  (according  to  the  Prophet^s  fo^eshewing) 
U  was  to  Mppen,  that  the  Christ  should  staffer  ;  suffer  in  a 
life  of  penury  and  disgrace,  in  a  death  of  sorrow  and  shame. 
That  it  was  to  fall  out  thus,  might  also  be  well  inferred 
by  reasons  grounded  upon  the  qualities  of  ,the  Messiah^s 
person,  and  upon  the  nature  of  his  performances,  such  as 
they  are  described  in  prophetical  Scripture :  he  was  to  be 
really,  and  plainly  to  appear,  a  person  of  most  admirable 
virtue  and  goodness ;  but  never  (as  even  Pagan  philoso-  piato,  Sc- 
phers  have  observed)  was,  or  can  there  be  any  such  with-"®"'  *^ 
out  undergoing  the  trial  of  great  affliction.     He  was  to  be 
an  universal  pattern  to  men  of  all  sorts  (especially  to  the 
greatest  part  of  men,  that  is,  to  the  poor  and  afflicted) 
of  all  righteousness ;    to  exemplify  particularly  the  most 
difficult  pieces  of  duty ;  (humility,  patience,  meekness,  cha^ 
rity,  self-de^fiial,  entire  resigfuUion  to  God's  will :)    this 
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SERM.  he  should  not  have  had  opportunity  or  advantage  of  doing; 
I^XXVI.  should  he  have  been  high,  wealthy,  splendid,   and  pros- 
perous in  secular  matters :   he  was  to  exercise  great  pity 
and  sympathy  toward  all  mankind  ;    toward  the  doing 
which  it  was  requisite  that  he  should  himself  taste   and 
feel  the  inconveniences,  troubles,  pains,  and  sorrows  incd- 
^*^^^dent  to  us.     He  was  to  advance  the  repute  of  sjnritual 
in  Eph.  I.  goods  and  eternal  blessings,  depressing  the  value  of  these 
^^  P*   corporeal  and  temporal  things,  which  men  do  so  fondly 
admire  and  dote  on :  the  most  compendious  and  ^ectual 
way  of  doing  which  was  by  an  exemplary  neglect  or  re- 
jection of  worldly  glories  and  enjoyments ;   refuang  the 
honours,  profits,  and  pleasures  here,  adjoined  to  a  bigfa 
state.     He  was  by  the  most  kindly,  gentle,  and  peaceable 
means  to  erect  a  spiritual  kingdom ;  by  pure  force  of  rea- 
son to  subdue  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  men  tp  the 
love  and  obedience  of  God ;  by  wise  instructions  to  raise 
in  us  the  hopes  of  future  recompenses  in  heaven ;   to  the 
accomplishment  of  which  purposes  temporal  glory  (work- 
ing on  the  carnal  apprehensions  and  affections  of  men)  had 
rather  been  prejudidal  than  conducible.     He  was  to  accom- 
plish and  manage  his  great  designs  by  means  supernatural 
and  divine,  the  which  would  surely  become  more  eonspcu- 
ous  by  the  viable  meanness  and  impotency  of  his  state.    He 
was  also  most  highly  to  merit  from  God,  for  himself,  and  for 
us ;  (to  merit  God^s  high  approbation  of  what  he  did,  God'^s 
favour  and  grace  to. us ;)  this  he  could  not  perform  so  well, 
as  by  willingly  enduring,  for  Gkxl^s  sake,  and  in  our  bdialf, 
the  most  hard  and  grievous  things.     He  was,  in  fine,  de- 
signed perfectly  to  save  uSy  and  consequently  to  appease 
God^s  wrath,  to  satisfy  divine  justice,  to  expiate  our  sins ; 
whereto  it  was  requisite,  that  he  should  undergo  what  we 
had  deserved,  being  punished  and  afflicted  for  us. 

Now  that  Jesus  our  Lord  did  most  thoroughly  corres- 
^nd  to  whatever  is  in  this  kind  declared  by  the  Prophets 
concerning  the  Messias,  we  need  not,  by  minutely  relat- 
ing the  known  history  of  his  life  and  death,  make  out  any 
farther,  once  the  whole  matter  is  palpdbly  notorious,  and 
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no  adversary  can  deny  it :  I  shall  therefore  conclude,  that  SERM. 
it  is  a  clear  and  certain  truth,  which  St.  Peter  in  our  text  LXXVI. 
affirmeth,  that  those  tkhiga'  which  God  befbre  had  sfiewed 
by  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets^  that  Christ  should  suffer, 
he  hath  soJulJUled 

Now,  Unto  him  that  loved  its,  and  washed  us  from  our  Rev.  L5,& 
^ns  in  his  own  blood,  and  haffi  made  us  kings  and  priests 
unto  God  and  his  Father ;  to  him  be  giory  and  dominion 
Jbr  ever  and  eoer.     Amen. 

Blessing,  and  honour^  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  Rev.  t.  13. 
ilwi  sittethupon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  /or  ever 
and  ever.    Amen. 
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A  WHIT.SUNDAY  SERMON  OF  THE  GIFT  OF  THE 
HOLY  GHOST. 


Acts  ii.  88. 

mmmm^And  jfc  skoU  receive  the  gift  of  ihe  Hohf  Ghost. 
SERM.  ixMONG  the  divers  reasonable  crounds  and  ends  of  the 

T  "VYVIf 

11.  observing  festival  solemnities,  (such  as  are  comforting  the 
J^  »:  poor  by  hospitable  relief,  refreshing  the  weary  labourer 
by  cessation  from  ordinary  toil,  maintaining  good- will  among 
neighbours  by  cheerful  and  free  conversation,  quickening 
our  spirits  and  raising  our  fancies  by  extraordinary  repre- 
sentations anddivertisements,  infusing  and  preserving  good 
humour  in  people* ;  such  as  are  also  the  decent  conspiring 
in  public  expressions  of  special  reverence  to  Grod,  withdraw- 
ing our  minds  from  secular  cares,  and  enga^ng  them  to 
spiritual  meditations,)  the  two  principal  designs  of  them 
seem  to  be  these. 

1.  The  affording  occasion  (or  rather  imposing  a  con- 
straint upon  us)  ¥dth  a  competent  frequency  to  attend  un- 
to, tp  cqnfflder  upon,  to  instruct  ourselves  and  others  in  the 
mysterious  doctrines  and  institutions  of  our  reli^on. 

S.  The  engaging  us  seasonably  to  practise  that  great 

m»T94s  rSv  wivn  Xv£^W9^  riif  tmv  u^vwy  «^C«r  TiTf  dfMk*    Plaio  2.  de  Ltg* 

Legum  ooAditores  festoi  instituerunt  dies,  ut  ad  hiUritatem  homines  pab- 
lice  oogeientur,  tanquam  neoemiiu^i  laboribui  interponentea  Cemperamcntum. 
SSen.  de  tranq^  an,  15. 
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duty  of  thankfully  remembering  and  pnu^ng  God  for  those  SERM. 
eminent  mercies  and  favours,  which  by  his  great  grace  and  LXXVIl. 
goodness  have  been  vouchsafed  to  us. 

For  these  purposes  chiefly  did  God  himself  appoint  the 
Jewish  festivals  ;  for  instance,  the  Passover,  the  reason  'of 
which  being  instituted  is  thus  expressed  ;  that  thou  mayesfOeat  xvi. 
remember  the  day^  when  thou  earnest  Jbrth  out  of  the  land 
of  Egtfpii  ad  the  days  of  thy  Ufe:   which  words  imply 
that  the  observation  of  that  solemnity  did  serve  to  preserve 
the  memory,  yea  the  continual  remembrance  of  that  so 
notable  a  blesang,  which  otherwise  might  have  been  to- 
tally forgotten,  or  seldom  considered ;  the  same  did  also 
suggest  occasion  of  inquiry  ooneeming  the  reasons  of  its  ap- 
poontment,  procuring  consequently  needful  information  in 
that  material  point  of  their  religion ;  as  doth  appear  by  those 
words  oi  God^  A^id  it  ehcdl  came  topass,  when  your  children  £zod.  uL 
shall  say  unto  youy  What  mean  ye  by  this  service  f  t/uU  ye  ^^*  ^^' 
shall  sayy  It  is  the  sacrifice  qfihe  Lor  is  Passaoer^^. 

In  compliance  with  which  prudent  designs,  the  Chris-  Aug.  de 
tian  Church,  from  her  first  infancy,  hath  embraced  the  4^'^'  ^ 
opportunity  of  recommending  to  her  children  the  obser- 
vation of  her  chief  holy  festivals,  continuing  the  time,  and 
tetiuniog  the  name,  although  chan^iig  or  improving  the 
matter  and  reason  of  those  ancient  ones ;  the  divine  Provi. 
dence  concurring  to  further  such  proceeding,  by  so  order- 
ing the  events  of  things,  that  the  seasons  of  dispensing  the 
evangelical  blessinga  should  fall  in  with  those,  wherein  the 
legal  benefits  most  resembling  and  representing  them  were 
commemorated ;  that  so  there  might  be  as  well  a  happy 
coincidence  of  time,  as  correspondence  in  matter  between 
the  ancient  and  new  solemnities :  whence  as  the  exhibition 
of  evangelical  doctrines  and  mysteries  did  meet  with  minds 
more  suitably  prepared  to  entertain  them,  and  as  less  in- 
novation from  former  usuage  did  appear,  (a  thing  observ- 
able to  be  respected  in  most,  or  all  the  positive  institutions 
of  our  religion,)  so  withal  Christians  were  engaged,  while 
they  considered  the  fresli  greater  mercies  by  God  vouchsafed 
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SERM.  to  them,  to  reflect  also  upon  the  fayoursi  fn>m  the  same 

LXXVIL stock  of  goodness,  indulged  by  him  to  his  ancient  people^ 
that  as  those  should  diiefly  be  remembered,  so  these 
should  not  wholly  be  forgotten:  thus  did  God  dispose, 
tbftt  our  Saviour  should  then  suffer,  when  the  Paschal  Lamb 
was  to  be  crffered;  or  that  the  redanption  df  the  world 
from  sin  and  misery  should  then  be  celebrated  by  un, 
when  the  deliverance  from  the  Egyptian  slavery  was  com- 
memorated by  them :  and  so  (that  we  may  approach  to 
our  purpose)  at  the  time  of  Pentecost,  when  the  Jewa 

Deut.  zvL  were  obliged  to  rejoice  befbre  the  Lardy  rendering  thanks 
unto  him  for  the  harvest  newly  gathered  in,  and  theearth^s 
good  fruits  (the  mun  supports  and  comforts  of  this  life) 
were  by  Grod'^s  blessing  bestowed  on  them,  then  did  God 
bountifully  impart  the  first-fruits  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  the 
food  of  our  souls  and  refreshment  of  our  hearts ;  then  did 
he  cause  his  laboiirers  to  put  th^r  ackle  into  the  spiritual 
harvest ;  converting  souls,  and  gathering  them  as  mature 
fruits  into  the  garners  of  the  Church. 

At  the  very  season  also  (which  is  remarkable)  that  the 
Law  was  delivered  to  the  Jews,  and  the  ancient  covenant 
established  which  did  happen  at  Pentecost,  as  may  be  {m>- 
bably  collected  from  the  text,  and  is  commonly  supposed 
by  the  Jewish  Doctors,  who  therefore  called  this  fe^ist 

Exoi  xix.  ni^n  nnnw,  the  joy  (or  joyful  feast)  of  the  Lcavj  in  magni- 
fication of  thdir  joy,  using  then  to  crown  their  heads  with 
garlands,  and  strew  their  houses  with  green  herbs:  at 
that  very  time  was  the  Christian  law  most  signally  pro- 
mulged,  and  the  new  covenant's  ratification  most  solemnly 
declared  by  the  miraculous  effusion  of  the  divine  Spirit. 

The  benefit  therefore  and  blessing,  which  at  this  time 
we  are  bound  especially  to  consider  and  commemorate  **, 
is  in  effect  the  publication  and  establishment  of  the  cove- 
nant evangelical,  the  foundation  of  all  our  hopes,  and  all 
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our  claims  to  happiness ;  but  more  immediately  and  direct-  SERM. 
ly  the  donation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  Christian  Church,  I^XXVIL 
and  to  all  its  members ;  for  the  better  understanding  and 
more  truly  valuing  of  which  most  excellent  benefit,  let  us 
briefly  declare  the  nature  and  design  thereof. 

Almighty  God,  seeing  the  generality  of  mankind  alien- 
ated from  himself  by  gross  ignorance  of  its  duty  toward 
him,  and  by  habitual  inclinations  to  violate  his  holy  laws, 
(ori^nally  implanted  by  Imn  in  our  nature,  or  anciently 
revealed  to  our  first  parents,)  immersed  in  error,  enslaved 
to  vice,  and  obnoxious  to  the  woful  consequences  of 
them,  severe  punishment  atad  ^xtreme  misery ;  was.  pleased 
in  his  immense  goodness  and  pity  to  design  its  rescue  from 
that  sad  condition ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  that  gracious  do^ 
sign,  did  resolve  upon  expedients  the  most  admirable  and 
most  efficacious  that  could  be :  for  to  redeem  men  from 
the  tyranny  of  an  and  hell,  to  reconcile  them  to  himself, 
to  recover  them  into  a  happy  state,  he  sent  his  own  only 
beloved  Son  out  of  his  bosom  into  this  world,  clothed 
with  our  nature ;  by  him,  as  by  a  Plenipotentiary  Com- 
missioner from  himself,  inviting  all  men  to  return  unto 
him ;  declaring  himself,  by  the  meritorious  obedience,  the 
expiatory  passion,  the  effectual  intercession  6f  his  dear 
Son,  abundantly  satisfied  for,  and  ready  to  grant  a  full 
pardon  of,  all  offences  committed  against  him  in  theb  state 
of  error  and  estrangement ;  to  admit  them  ijito  a  state  of 
present  indemnity  and  peace^  yea  to  settle  them  in  perpe- 
tual alliance  and  friendship  with  himself,  upon  most  fair 
and  gentle  tarms;  namely,  that,  renouncing  their  ^rro- 
neous  principles,  and  reforming  their  vicious  courses  of 
life,  they  cheerfully  would  embrace  his  merciful  over- 
tures, and  thereafter  conform  their  lives  to  his  righteous 
laws;  the  which,  together  with  all  his  good  intentions 
concerning  them,  he,  by  the  same  blessed  agent,  clearly 
discovered  to  them;  fully  by  him  instructing  them  in 
their  duty,  and  strongly  encouraging  them  to  the  perform- 
ance thereof  by  the  promise  of  most  bountiful  rewards ; 
his  certain  love  and  favour  attended  with  endless  joy  and 
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SERM,  bliss ;  thus  did^  as  St.  Paul  expresseth  it,  the  saving  grace  of 

God  appear  wnft>  aU  mep,  teaching  us,  that,  denying  ungod- 

Tit.  a.  11,  linesH  and  worldly  lusts,  we  sbottld  live  soberly ,  righteousli/y 
and  godly  in  this  present  world,  expecting  thai  blessed  hope. 

But  to  render  this  wonderfully  gracious  design  success- 
ful, ip  a  way  of  wisdom  and  reasonable  proceeding  accqin- 
modat^  to  the  capacities  of  human  nature,  it  was  requisite, 
that  there  should  be  provided  convincing  arguments  to  per- 
suade men  of  the  truth  and  reality  of  these  things,  (that 
indeed  suph  an  extraordinary  agent,  with  such  a  message, 
was  come  from  heaven,)  effectual  means  of  admonishing  and 
exciting  men  to  a  heedful  advertency  toward  them,  compe- 
tent motives  to  a  cordial  acceptance  of  them ;  a  power  al^o 
sufficient,  notwithstanding  their  natural  impotency  and  in- 
stability, to  continue  them  in  the  belief,  to  uphold  them  in 
the  practice  of  the  duties  prescribed,  in  the  performance  of 
the  conditions  required. 

For  if  it  were  not  very  credible,  that  God  had  truly 
those  intentions  toward  us,  or  if  we  did  not  much  regard 
the  overture  of  them,  or  if  we  did  not  conceive  the  bu« 
siness  highly  to  concern  us ;  or  if,  resolving  to  comply 
with  the  Gospel,  we  yet  were  unable  to  discharge  the 
conditions  thereof,  the  design  would  totally  be  frustrated, 
and  of  itself  come  to  nothing.  To  prevent  which  disap- 
pointment of  his  merciful  intentions^.  Almighty  God  did 
abundantly  pirovide,  in  a  manner  and  measure  suitable  to 
the  glonous  importance  of  them ;  Cor  to  the  ministry  of 
his  eternal  wisdom,  he  adjdned  the  efSpacy  of  his  eternal 
love^  and  blessed  Spirit;  the  which  not  only  conducted 
j«linuL34.God  our  Saviour  into  his  fleshly  tabernacle,  and  with  un- 
meaauraiie  communic(Uions  of  himself  did  continually  re- 
side within  him,  but  also  did  attend  him  in  the  conspi- 
cuous performance  of  numberless  miraculous  works^  im- 
plying  divine  power  and  goodness,  as  exceeding  not  only 
any  natural,  but  all  created  power,  (such  as  were  by  mere 
word  and  will  healing  the  sick  and  restoring  the  maimed, 
ejecting  evil  spirits,  discerning  the  secret  thoughts  of  men, 
foretelling  contingent  events,  reviving  the  dead,  raising 
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himself  from  the  girave  i)  which  works,  some'  expressly^   S£RM. 
others  by  parity  bf  rdAson,  are  ascribed  to  the  Holy  Spirit;  LXXVlf, 
for,  If^  saith  our  Lord,  I  by  the  Spirit  of  God  cast  out  de^  Matt  xiL 
vils — dnd,  Godf  saith  St  Peter>  anointed  him  with  the  Holy  ^^  ^ 
GhostyOnd  with  power;  who  went  about  doing  good,  and  - 
healing  aU  that  were  oppressed  by  the  devil :  and,   Who^ 
saith  ^t.  Paul,  wcu  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  accords  Bom.  i.  4^ 
ing  to  the  Hdhf  Spirit,  by  the  resurrection  from    thd 
dead:  so  did  Grod  afPord  the  most  evident  attestation  that 
could  be  to  the  truth  of  our  Saviour^s  quality,  commission^ 
and  doctrine ;  by  to  clear  and  housing  significations  did  God 
invite  men  to  take  notice  of  these  things. 

But  farther  to  induce  them  heartily  to  comply  with  these 
gracious  overtures,  and  to  render  them  thoroughly  available 
to  the  purpose  designed,  the  salvadon  df  men,  according  tp 
the  terms  prescribed  of  faith  in  Grod^  and  obedience  to  his 
commandments,  Gk>d  was  pleased  farther  to  resolve;  and  he 
faithfully  did  promise,  that  he  would  impart  the  same  bless- 
ed Spirit,  as  a  continual  guide  and  assistant  to  all  those, 
who  seriously  would  entertain  those  tender^  of  mercy,  sin- 
cerely resolving  the  performance  of  the  conditions. 

Now  although  the  natural  and  ordinary  manner  of  this 
divine  Spirit^s  operation  (like  that  of  all  spirits  and  mora 
subtile  substances)  is  not  by  violent  and  sensible  impres- 
sions s  but  rather  in  way  of  imperceptible  penetration,  or 
gentle  insinuating  of  itself  into  the  subject  upcHi  which  it 
worketh,  hardly  discovering  itself  otherwise  than  by  the 
notable  effects  resulting  from  it;  and  although  likewise 
the  proper  and  principal  effects  thereof,  according  to  di- 
vine designation,  do  relate  to  the  furthering  our  perform- 
ance of  the  s^d  conditions  requisite  toward  our  salvation, 
that  is,  to  the  cherishing  our  faith  and  quickening,  our 
obedience ;  disposing  men  to  perform  virtuous  actions,  ra^ 
ther  than  to  achieve  wondrous  exploits;  yet  more  fully 
to  satisfy  the  doubtful,  to  convince  the  incredulous  (to 

ftim*  Atf^im    Chryt.  Tonu  vi.  OraU  12.  ad  Demet, 
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SERM.  confound  the  obstinate)  world  about  the  truth  of  his  inten- 
LXXVILtions,  more  illustriously  to  manifest  the  completion  of  his 
promise,  more  surely  to  fortify  the  faithful  against  the  scan- 
dals and  temptations,  which  Uiar  profesaon  woiiH  incur  d. 
Acts  iL  12.  Grod  ihis  pleased  after  our  Lord^s  aacenoon,  and  when  the 
ix.  iT,  16.  ftpostolical  promulgation  of  the  Chtistiaii  doctrine  did  com* 
1  Cor.  lit.  mence,  to  dispense  both  to  the  teachers  saaA  the  disciples 
thereof  more  liberal  communieations  of  that  Hofy  Spirit,  at- 
tended with  notorious,  strange,  and  wonderful  effects,  apt 
to  provoke  the  admiration  of  men,  to  persuade  th^  judg- 
ments, to  prevail  upon  their  atfections,  to  produce  within 
them  strong  denres  of  partaking  so  high  a  privily  and 
excellent  endowment 

The  memorial,  therefore,  of  that  most  gradoto  and  gk>* 
];^ous  dispensaticm,  the  Christian  Church  wisely  and  {Hously 
hath  continually  preserved,  obliging  us  at  thb.  time  pecu- 
liarly to  bless  God  for  that  incomparable  and  inestimable 
gift,  conferred  then  most  visibly  upon  the  Church,  and  still 
really  bestowed  upon  every  particular  member^  duly  incor. 
porated  thereinto. 

I  say  bestowed  upon  every  particular  member  of  the 

Church ;  for  the  evangelical  covenant  doth  extend  to  every 

Christian ;   and  a  principal  ingredient  thereof  is  the  col- 

Lukexi.20.  lation  of  this  Spirit :  which  is  the  ^finger  of  Gody  whereby 

(according  to  the  Prophet  Jeremiah^s  description  of  that 

Jer.  sxzi.  covenant)  GoSs  law  is  put  inio  ffieir  inward  partSy  and 

^  written  in  their  hearts ;  inscribed^  as  St.  Paul  allusively 

2Cor.iii.3.spcaketfa,  notwithinkybutbffAe  Spirit  tf  the  living  God  i 

Heb.  TfiL    ,1^  jn  ^2m  of  stone,  Imt  in  theflesUy  tables  rfihe  heart  ; 

Exek.xi.i9.  not  only^  as  the  Jewish  law  represented,  from  without  to 

John  vi.  45.  ^^  senses^  but  impressed  within  upon  the  mind  and  affec- 

l^^~    ^  tiona;  whence  God^s  Spirit  is  called  the  Spirit  qf  promise^ 

Umyytximt,  the  donatiou  thereof  being  the  peculiar  promise  of  the 

'^  ^       Gospel ;  and  the  cfnd  of  our  Saviour^s  undertaking  is  by 

Gal.  iiL  14  St.  Paul  declared,  iha;t  we  might  receive  the  promise  of  the 

Spirit  hyfaithy  that  is,  by  embracing  Christianity  might 

ftfimn    Chryt.  Tom.  T.  OraL  88. 


ofik^  Gift  qffke  B^  Gkosi.       ,        41D 

partake  thereof,  aoocnrdiiig  to  God's  promifie ;  and  the  apoa-  SESlf. 
tolical  nunistry  or  exhibition  of  Gospel  is  styled  the  utint^I^XXVII. 
iraium  of  the  Spirit ;  and  toating  of  the  heavenly  gj/t^  and  ^t»Mwm  n 
parHcipation  of  the  Hohf  Ghoet,  is  part  of  a  Christian's  char.  Voot!m.'s. 
ter ;  and  the  susception  of  Christianity  is  thus  described  by  Heh.  tL  4. 
St.  Paul ;  Bui  we  are  bound  to  give  thanks  alwaye  to  God  >  Theak  & 
JbrjfOUy  brethren  beloved  qfthe  Lord,  became  God  hath  cho- 
sen jfoujrom  the  beginning  to  salvation^  through,  samc&jUar 
tion  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  qfthe  truth :  and  our  Saviour 
instructed  Nioodemus^  that  no  man  can  enter  into  the  king-  John  iiL  5. 
dom  of  God  (that  is,  become  a  Christian,  or  subject  to  God's 
spiritual  kingdom)  without  being  regenetated  by  water,  and 
by  the  Spirit^  that  is,  without  baptism,  and  the  spiritual 
grace  attending  it ;  accoixling  as  St.  Peter  doth  in  the  words 
adjpining  to  our  text  imply,  that  the  reception  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  annexed  to  holy  bi^)tisra ;  Repent,  saith  he^  and  be  Acts  ii.  38y 
baptised  every  one  cfyou  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  Jbr 
the  remission  qf  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  g^  qf  the 
ilohf  Ghost ;  Jot  the  promise  (thtft  great  prcxnise  of  the 
Holy  Ghost)  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  aU 
thai  are  qfixr  €ff,  even  to  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  Godshall 
caU  {  that  is,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  promised  to  all^  how  far  so- 
ever distant  in  place  or  time^  whoever  shall  be  invited  unto, 
and  shall  embrace  the  Christian  profession.     St  John  also 
maketh  it  to  be  the  distinctive  mark  of  those,  in^whom  Christ 
abideth,  and  who  dwell  in  Christ,  that  is^  of  all  true  Chris- 
tians, to  have  this  Spirit ;  Hereby^  saith  he,  z»e  know  tliat  ^  ^^^  "^^ 
he  abideth  in  us,  by  tfie  Spirit  which  he  hath  given  its,  and^  i  john  w. 
Hereby  we  know  that  we  dweUinhim,  and  he  in  us,  because  ^^ 
he  hath  given  us  cfhis  Spirit.    And  St.  Paul  demeth  him 
td  be  a  good  Christian  who  is  destitute  thereof ;  Now,  saith  Bom.  viii. 
he,  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  tf  Christ,  he  is  none  qf^ 
his :  and,  Know  ye  not,  saith  be  to  the  Corinthians,  that  ye  ^  ^^'  >"- 
are  the  temple  qf  God^  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dweUeth 
in  you  f  that  is,  Do  ye  not  understand  this  to  be  a  common 
privilege  of  all  Christians,  such  as  ye  profess  yourselves  to 
be?     And  theconvernon  of  men  to  Christianity  he  thus 
expresseth;  After  the  kindness  and  love  ofGod  our  Saviour  Tit.  fii.  4, 

5. 
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SERM.  toward  mim  appeared;  not  by  any  rigkkaua  works  Ufhich  we 

LXXVII.AoSdbn^,  Imt  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved  usy  by  the  laher 

of  regeneration  and  rertewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost.    And  aH 

pions  dJspoffltions  qualifying  us  for  entrance  into  heaven 

and  happiness  (faith,  charity,  and  devotion,  every  grace, 

OsO.  r.  22.  every  virtue)  are  represented  to  be^^ttto  of  the  Hcly  Spirit: 

IUm.ly.  5.  and  the  union  of  all  Christians  iftto  one  body^  the  aithofie 

society  of  truly  faithful  people,  doth,  according  to  St  Paul, 

result  from  this  one  Spirit,  as  a  common  soul  animating  and 

1^.  xii.  actuating  them :  For^  saith  he,  by  one  Spirit  are  we  attbap^ 

tized  into  oHie  body^  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles^  whether  bond 

or  free  ;  and  have  all  been  made  to  drink  of  one  Spirit. 

In  fine,  whatever  some  few  person^,  or  some  petty  sects 
(as  the  Pelagians  of  old,  the  Socinians  now)  itiay  have 
deemed,  it  hath  been  the  doctrine  constantly^  and  with 
very  general  consent  delivered  in  the  Catholic  ChurcK, 
that  to  all  persons  by  the  hcAy  mystery  of  baptism  duly 
initiated  to  Chnstianity,  or  admitted  into  the  oommunioR 
of  Christ's  body,  the  grac6  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  certainly 
Is  bestowed,  enabling  them  to  perform  the  conditions  6f 
piety  and  virtue  then  undertaken  by  them ;  enlightening 
their  minds,  rectifying  their  wills,  purifying  thcaif  affec- 
tions, directing  and  assisting  them  in  their  pra^c^ ;  the 
which  holy  gift  (if  not  abused,  ill-treated,  driven  away,  or 
quenched  by  their  ill  behaviour)  will  perpetually  be  oan- 
tinued,  improved,  and  increased  to  them :  it  is  therefore 
by  TertuUian  (in  his  Prescriptions  against  Heretics)  reck- 
oned as  part  of  that  fundamental  rule,  which  was  ground- 
ed upon  the  general  tradition  and  consent  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  that  Christ  had  sent  the  virtue  of  the  Hofy 
Ghost  in  his  room,  which  doth  act  believers  ^  ;  to  which  that 
article  doth  answer  of  the  Apostolical  Creed,  in  which  we 
profess  to  believe  the  Holy  Ghost;  meaning,  I  suppose, 
thereby  not  only  the  bare  existence  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
but  also  its  gracious  communication  and  energy^ 

•  Ttri.  de  Prate,  13——  misidse  vicariain  vim  Spiritus  Sancti,  qui  creden- 
tesagat. 
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Sinee  ther^re  the  oollatiaaof  this  eminent  gift  and  iavour  SERM. 
8o  nearly  doth  concern  us  all;  aedng  it  is  our  present  duty  LXXVIL 
more  especially  to  pitise  and  bless  God  for  it;  seeing  also 
We  ar€f  wont  to  commensurate  our  gratitude  to  our  estimation 
of  the  benefit,  unto  which  itrelateth:  let  us  a  little  coijgder  the 
worth  and  excellency  of  this  divine  gift  conferred  on  us. 

That  it  is  txansoendently  valuable  we  may  in  general 
hence  collect,  that  even  in  our  Lord'^s  esteem  it  did  not 
only  countervail,  but  in  a  manner  surmount  the  benefit  of 
his  presedCGii  Zv/xf^,  It  ia,  said  he,  ^ajiedien^  (or  profit- John  itL 
able)  Jbr  you  thai  I  go  aiwagf ;  Grod  having  deigned,  that 
my  absence  shall  be  suj^lied  by  the  Comforter^s  more 
beneficial  presence  t  and  wonderfully  beneficial  surely  must 
that  presence  be,  which  could  not  only  oodipensate,  but 
render  advantageous  the  loss  of  that  most  benign  lind 
tiweet  eonversadon,  that  tender  and  watchful  inspection^ 
that  wholesome  and  powerful  advice,  that  clear  and  lively 
pattern  of  all  goodness  shining  fcnrth  in  our  Saviour^s  life 
upon  his  Disciples.  Coidd  there  be  a  more  indulgent 
Master,  a  more  discreet  Guide,  a  more  dehghtful  Compa* 
nion,  a  more  faithful  Friend,  a  nughtier  Protector,  a  surer 
Assistant,  a  sweeter  Comforter  than  he  ?  Yes,  it  seemeth 
that  our  Saviour  did  apprehend^  that  upon  some  accounts 
t^ose  benefits  with  greater  advantage  might  accrue  to 
them  by  the  giil  of  his  Spirit,  than  by  his  own  imme- 
diate pi'esence  i  that  it  by  internal  operation  could  more 
clearly  inform  the  mind,  more  strongly  incline  the  will, 
more  vigorously  affect  the  heart,  than  any  exterior  word 
or  example  could  do :  neither  could  our  Saviour,  accord- 
ing to  the  condition  of  hb  humanity,  limited  to  particu- 
larities of  time  and  place,  so  perfectly  correspond  to  the 
various  exigencies  of  mankind,  as  that  omnipotent  Spirit, 
intimately  present  to,  uniformly  diffused  through  all  things: 
Him  therefore  did  our  Saviour  leave  the  guardian  of  his  pu  i^m 
otherwise  orphan  Disciples;  him  did  he  substitute  to  un-X*'  *^^ 
dergo  the  care  and  tuition  of  them,  to  conduct  them  in^"*"**^* 
the  right  way,  to  preserve  them  from  dangers,  to  comfort 
them  in  distresses,  to  manage  all  their  concernments,  to 
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SERM.  be  their  counsellor,  monitor,  advocate,  andL  patron ;   by 
LXXVII.||{|n  he  meant  fully  to  make  good  his  word,  thai  he  would 
be  with  ihemtill  the  end  of  this  worW. 

But  more  distinctly  to  survey  the  many  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages proceeding  from  this  excellent  gift  unto  us,  we 
may  observe,  that  on  it  the  foundation,  the  improvement, 
the  completion  of  all  our  good  and  happiness  do  depend ; 
that  to  the  Holy  Spirit  in  truth  and  justice  are  to  be  as. 
cribed,  1.  our  better  state  and  bding;  S.  our  spiritiial 
powers  and  abilities;  3.  our  good  and  acceptable  per- 
formances ;  whatever  we  are,  whatever  we  can  do,  what- 
ever we  actually  do  perform  as  Christians. 

1 .  We  owe  to  the  Holy  Spint  our  spintual  state  and  being; 
our  spiritual  life,  our  freedom,  our  honourable  condition. 
TinZftm,  It  is  by  virtue  of  this  quickening  Spirit^  that  fix>m  death 

i^Cnrxf.  ^^  corruption  we  are  raised  to  an  immortal  and  indefec- 
^-  tible  state  of  life ;  that,  as  St.  Paul  saith,  wc,  that  were 

E.^lLUB.dead  in  trespasses^  and  smSy  are  quickened  together  with 
1  Pet L SS.  Christ;  we  by  this  incorruptible seedare  bom  again ;  not, 
as  formerly,  to  a  life  of  vanity  and  misery,  or  to  the  cn« 
joyment  <^  a  few  tranatory  delights,  tempered  with  many 
vexatious  inconveniences,  pains,  and  troubles ;  but  to  suie 
1  Pet  1 3,  capacities  of  most  solid  and  durable  contentments,  to  a 
living  hope  of  an  incorruptible  hiheritance  reserved  in  hea- 
ven J^  us* 

It  is  thereby  we  are  free  men,  enjoying  a  true  and  per- 
fect liberty;   being  enfranchised  from  divers  intolerable 
slaveries,  to  which  we  naturally  are  subjected,  and  firom 
which  otherwise  we  could  not  be  exempted ;  from  the  do- 
Gal.  IT.  24.  minion  of  a  rigorous  law  8,  which  prescribeth  hard  duties, 
but  doth  not  afford  strength  to  perform  them ;  apt  to  con- 
demn us,  but  not  able  to  convert  us ;  from  the  clamorous 
accu8ati<ms  of  a  guilty  conscience,  with  anxious  fears  of 
ItmxL  yiiL  punishment,  that  spirit  of  bondage  unto  feary  of  which  St. 
^*"  Paul  speaketh  ;  from  the  tyranny  of  a  most  crafty,  spite- 
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ful,  and  cruel  enemy,  that  wicked  one  who  did  captivcOe  SERM. 
us  at  his  pleasurey  and  detained  us  imder  his  power ;  from  LXXVIL 
the  no  less  unjust,  no  less  mischievous  domination  of  our  ^  jj^^  ^^ 
own  flesh,  or  natural  concupiscence,  imposing  grievous  tasks  te. 
and  destructive  necessities  upon  us ;  It  w,  sidth  St  Paul,  the  jx^^ai 
law  of  the  spirit  qfitfe  in  Christ  Jesiss,  which  settetk  us,  ^- 
jreejrwn  ihese  laws  of  sin  and  of  death ;  so  that,  where  17. 
Ae  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  freedom. 

From  such  base  thraldoms  we  thereby  are  redeemed,      K 
and  not  only  so,  but  are  advanced  to  an  honourable  con- 
dition,  are  ennobled  with  illustrious  relations,  are  entitled 
to  glorious  privileges :  all  the  benefits  and  immunities  con- 
tained in  the  charter  of  the  new  Jerusalem,  all  the  advan- 
tages and  privileges  appropriated  to  God^s  court  and  fa- 
mily thereby  appertain  unto  us;  iotwe  have^  sidth  St  Paul,  Bph.  ii.  18, 
access  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father ,  and  are  thence  no  *^' 
more  strangers  and  foreigners,  Jmt  feUow^^ztns  of  the 
saints,  and  of  the  household  of  God :  by  this  hdy  unction 
we  are  consecrated  kings  and  priests  unto  God ;  by  partid-  rcv.  l  s. 
pation  of  tliis  immortal  seed  we  are  engrafted  into  alliance  ^  ^^  ^'  ^' 
with  the  heavenly  king,  become  children  of  God,  brethren 
of  Christ,  heirs  of  Paradise,  (an  infinitely  better  Paradise 
than  that  from  which  we  formerly  were  excluded ;)   for 
this  is  that  tveD/uoc  vit^t^ag,  that  Spirit  which  constituteth  Rom.  vlii. 
us  the  sons  of  God,  qualifying  us  to  be  so  by  dispositions  J^J^^^ ,  l« 
resembling  God,  and  filial  affections  toward  him ;  certify- 
ing us  that  we  are  so,  and  causing  us  by  a  free  instinct  to  Gal.  iv.  6. 
cry,  Abba,  Father,  running  into  his  bosom  of  love,  and 
flying  under  the  wings  of  his  mercy  in  all  our  needs  and 
distresstes ;  whence  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit,  they,  nom.  viii. 
saifh  St.  Paul,  are  the  Sons  of  God  ;  and,  the  Spirit  itself  ^^^ 
beareth  mtness  with  our  spirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  is, 
God ;  yea,  which  may  seem  yet  a  farther  pitch  of  dignity, 
we,  by  intervention  of  this  Spirit,  are  united  and  incorpo- 
rated into  Christ  himself,  being  made  living  members  of 
his  body,  partaking  a  common  life  and  sense  with  him ; 
by  it  we  are  compacted  into  the  same  spiritual  edifice, 
dedicated  to  the  worship  and  inhabitation  of  God ;   our 
bodies  and  souls  are  made  temples  of  his  divinity,  thrones 

lig 
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SERM.  of  his  majesty,  orbs  of  his  celestial  light,  paradises  of  his 
^^^^^^- blissful  presence ;  for,  In  whonif  saith  St  Paul,  ye  arebuiU 
Eph.  \tt.togeiher  fir  an  inhabUation  of  God  through  the  Spirit ; 
IS.  '  '  and.  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  tempk  of  God^  and  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  dweUeth  in  you  f 

By  the  Holy  Spirit  we  are  instatid  in  these  unoonceiv- 

ably  glorioas  privileges,  and  by  it  only  we  are  assured  of 

them,  to  our  comfcMt ;  the  gift  of  it,  as  it  is  a  great  part 

of  them,,  and  the  chief  cause,  so  it  is  a  sure  confirmatioii 

Eph.  i.  13.  and  pledge ;  Fe,  saith.  St.  Paul,  were  sealed  by  the  Hofy 

J^  ^^   Spirit  of  promise,  which  is  the  earnest  of  our  inheritance  ; 

2Corli  SI, and,  It  is  God  who  did  establish  us  xeith  you  m  Christ,  and 

^'  anointed  us,  and  also  sealed  us,  and  gave  the  earnest  of  the 

Spirit  in  our  hearts :  all  which  phrases  do  import  the  same 

thing,  that  is,  a  comfortable  assurance  concerning  the  rea* 

Uty  of  the  benefits  by  divine  grace  exhibited  and  promised 

to  us.  * 

S.  Neither  only  relatively  and  extrinsically  is  our  state 
bettered  and  exalted  from  deadi  to  life,  from  slavery  to 
jreedora,  from  baseness  to  dignity ;  but  ourselves  answer- 
SCat.Y.  17.  ably  are  changed  and  amended  by  the  same  Holy  Spirit^ 
with  a  real  and  intrinscal  alteration,  transf<Nrming  us  into 
other  things,  much  different  from  what  we  were  in  our 
T}i.  ill.  &  former  natural  state ;  by  that  renovation  ofihe  Hcly  Ghosts 
Epb.  iF.  23r  of  which  St.  Paul  speaketh,  we  are^  saith  he,  renewed  in  the 
spirit  of  our  mind ;  so  that  not  only  the  decayed  frame  of 
'  our  soul  is  thereby  repaired  and  reformed,  but  its  powers 
are  much  improved  and  enlarged ;  we  are  thence  endued 
with  new  and  better  faculties,  as  it  were ;  with  quicks* 
apprehensions,  with  sincerer  judgments,  with  righter  in- 
clinations, with  nobler  passions,  than  we  had  before,  yea« 
than  we  could  have  had  in  our  original  state :   so  that 
Bph.  IT.  24.  in  the  language  of  Holy  Scripture  we  thence  become  new 
?j9*!:.^' J'l*  f»^,  and  new  creaJtures,  created  according  to  God  m 
"E.i^.vf.1^ righteousness  and  true  hdiness ;  according  to  God,  that 
o2  m.  10  ^^'  ^^  conformity  to  the  divine  .perfections  of  rectitude 
in  mind  and  will,  so  as  to  resemble  God  in  a  higher  de- 
gree, and  more  worthy   respects,   than  formerly.      Our 
1  Cor.  xv.  father  Adam  was  made  s/;  4^9) v  ^cDd^y,  a  creature  endued 
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with  life  and  sense,  furnished  with  powers  and  appetites  SERM. 
disposing  to  acquire,  preserve,  and  enjoy  the  conveniences  ^XXVII. 
agreeable  to  that  frame ;  and  w«  naturally  ace  4^'«>^  «"- 1  Cor.  il 
^^omnj  animal  men  ;  such  as  naturally  do  apprehend,  do  ^^ 
afiect,  do  pursue  things  concerning  this  present  life ;  the 
pleasures  of  sense,  and  the  satisfactions  of  fancy.;  freedom 
from  want  and  pain,  security  from  danger  and  disturbance, 
together  with  the  means  we  st^pose  conducible  to  those, 
wealth,  honour,  and  power;  these  are  those  desires  of  theeixiiftmrm 
Jksh  and  of  the  mmd^  the  things  which  according  to  our 'JJ*^**^ 
natural  'temper  and  frame  we  like  and  approve;  which £ph.  it. 3. 
most  men  therefore  do  highly  value,  passionately  love,  and 
earnestly  seek :  nor  doth  nature  only  incline  us  to  a  cpm- 
placence  in  these  things,  but  customary  fruition  greatly 
endeaieth  them  to  us ;  so  that  we  continually  improve  our 
acqujuntance,  and  contract  a  firmer  alliance  with  them ; 
but  spiritual  and  divine  things  {the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
God\  as  St  Paul  calleth  them)  we  canned r^^z;^;  thatis,  Ai;^4#(2^M. 
simply  of  ourselves,  without  aid  of  anotlier  interior  princi- 
ple, we  have  no  capacity  X\i  apprehend  them,  no  disposition 
to  entertain  them,  no  strength  to  pursue  them ;  they,  as  the 
Apostle  saidi,  are  foolishness  to  tss^  that  is,  incongruous  to 
our  prejudieate  notions,  and  insipid  to  our  corrupt  palates. 
Such  doctrines  as  these ;  that  our  felicity  consisteth  not 
in  affluence  of  tempond  enjoyments,  but  \n  dispositions  of 
soul  crossing  our  humours,    curbing  our  appetites,   and  * 

quelling  our  passions;  in  conformity  of  practice  to  rules 
distasteful  to  our  sense ;  in  the  love  and  favour  of  an  invi- 
sible Being ;  in  reversion  of  an  estate  not  to  be  possessed 
until  after  our  death  in  another  world ;  that  none  of  these 
present  things  do  well  deserve  our  serious  regard,  affection, 
or  care,  and  that  it  is  blameable  to  be  solicitous  about 
them;  that  naked  goodness  (how  low,  weak,  and  poor 
soever)  is  to  be  chosen  before  all  the  specious  pomps  and 
glories  of  this  world ;  that  the  secret  testimony  of  con- 
science is  to  be  preferred  before  all  the  approbation  and  ap«i 

^  T«  rS  WftvfMTH  4^  0iS.    1  Cor.  iL  14. 

lis 
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S£RM.  plause  of  men;  that  the  hope  of  future  joy  should  over- 
LXXVII.  sway  the  desire  of  present  most  certain  and  sensible  delights; 
that  the  loss  of  all  things  may  sometime  be  deemed  our 
greatest  gun,  being  contemned  our  highest  honeur,  endur- 
ing afllictions  our  most  desirable  condition,  death  our  surest 
welfare,  a  cross  preferable  to  a  crown ;  that  accordingly  it 
is  often  advantageous  and  expedient  for  us,  and  a  duty  in- 
cumbent on  us,  willingly  to  discard  our  dearest  contents  of 
life,  to  sacrifice  our  most  valued  interest,  to  forsake  our  near- 
est relations,  to  refuse  what  we  most  affect,  to  undertake 
what  we  most  distaste,  to  undergo  without  reluctancy  or 
regret  the  most  bitter  accidents  that  can  be&ll  us ;  that  we 
John  liL    inust  (to  use  the  holy  style)  haie  our  own  souls,  deny  our-- 
I^  .  ^dvesy  and  take  up  our  crose,  quit  houses  and  lands,  desert 
3dvi  ss,  33.  kindred  and  friends  ;  A^nr^eit^cu  v&ai  nS'i;  kwrn  imi^twsr  to 
^I^^Ssl'  r^Tumnc^,  or  bid  farewell  to,  aUthat  A^ Aat&, or owneth, ni< 
CqL  iiL  5.  off  our  right  hands,  and  pluck  out  our  right  eyes  ;  drains 
TL  14'       <^  ^^^^  hearts,  mortify  our  members  ;  crucify  our  fiesh, 
^^  vL  6.  ^Boiih  its  affections  and  lusts  ;  be  crucified  to  ^  world  ;  to 
S,        '  '  account  all  worldly  things  damage,  dross,  and  dung,  in  com- 
parison to  spiritual  goods :  that  we  must  so  for  remit  and 
restrain  our  self-love,  as  to  love  all  men,  not  excluding  our 
greatest  enemies,  as  ourselves ;  so  as  not  only  to  part  free- 
ly with  our  particular  acccxnmodations,  but  upon  occaaon, 
in  imitation  of  our  Saviour,  to  lay  down  our  lives  Jbr  them  ; 
so  as  not  only  to  comport  with  their  infirmities,  but  to  requite 
their  extremest  injuries  with  good-will  and  good  turns;  so 
Matt  V.     as  to  do  good  to  all  men,  to  return  no  evil  to  any ;  to  Uess 
^  (hem  that  curse  us,  to  do  good  to  them  that  hate  us,  to  pray 

for  them  which  despitefiiSy  use  us^  and  persecute  us. 
Jobnviso.  These  and  such  like  dictates  of  the  Spirit  are  hard  and 
hardi  sayings,  absurd  to  our  natural  conceit,  and  abomi- 
nable to  our  carnal  humour ;  we  cannot  readily  swallow 
them,  we  cannot  easily  digest  them ;  in  respect  to  them  we 
Cot  L  SI.  as  mere  men  are  i^^  rf[  dt<mie^  enemies  in  our  mind,  or 
reason ;  our  discourse  presently  doth  contradict  and  oppose 
them ;  our  reason  is  shut  up,  and  barred  with  various  ap- 
petites, humours,  and  passions  against  such  truths ;  nor 
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can  we  adinit  them  into  our  hearts,  except  dod  by  his   SERM. 
Spirit  do  set  open  our  mind,  and  work  a  free  passage  forj^XXVlI* 
them  into  us ;  it  is  he  wiio  commaiukd  the  liglU  to  shine  ^^iy%» 
out  qfdarknessy  who  must,  as  St  Paul  speaketh^  ^^^^^hi^jaX^, 
our  hearts  witJt  the  knowledge  o(  these  things ;  an  wnctuyn^* 
from  the  Hoty  One,  clearing  our  eyes,  softening  our  heart^  acu  ^vi! 
healing  our  distempered  faculties,  must,  as  St  John  in-^^ 
formeth  us,  teach  and  persuade  us  this  sort  of  truths :  a  l  ^'obn  u. 
hearty  faith  of  these  seemingly  incredible  propositions  must 
indeed  be,  as  St  Paul  calleth  it,  iheg'ft  of  God,  proceed- f^  il.  8. 
ingfrom  that  Spirit  tf fbiUh^  whereof  the  same  Apostle  foJ;**^!^^^ 
speaketh ;  such  faith  is  not,  as  St.  Basal  saith,  engendered^^»t*»  ^ 
by  geometrical  necessities,  but  by  ike  effecttud  operations  of%^^^  i^. 
the  Hdy  Ghost  > ;  Flesh  and  blood  wiU  not  reveal  unto  us,  [^ 
nor  can  any  man  with  dear  confidence  sm^,  thai  Jesus  (the  17. 
author,  master,  and  exemplifier  of  these  doctrines)  is  the^^'  *"• 
Lord,  (the  Messias,  the  in&Ilible  Prophet,  the  universal 
Lawgiver,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,)  but  by  the  Hobf 
Ghost :  Every  spirit,  which  sincerely  coifesseth  him  tobe\  John  ir. 
the  Christ,  who  hath  enjoined  these  precepts,  we  may  with^' 
St.  John  safely  conclude  to  be  of  God ;  for  of  ourselves  we 
are  not  sufficient,  as  the  Apostle  saith,  \oyi^i^€u  n,  to  rea^  2  Cor.  ili  5. 
sen  out,  or  collect,  any  of  these  things ;  we  never  of  our 
own  accord,  without  divine  attraction,  should  come  ttntoJohnvlii. 
Christ,  that  is,  should  effectually  consent  unto  aad  embrace 
his  institution,  consisting  of  such  unplausible  propositions 
and  precepts :  hardly  would  his  own  disciples,  who  had 
so  long  enjoyed  the  light  of  his  instruction  and  oonversa^- 
tion,  have  admitted  it,  if  he  had  not  granted  to  them  *  that 
Spirit  (ftnUh,  whose  work  it  was  o^Siv,  to  lead  them  in  John  xvL 
this  unknown  and  uncouth  way,  amyys>J^u¥,  to  tell  them  j^^  ^ 
again  and  again,  that  is,  to  instil  and  inculcate  these  crab-  ^0* 
bed   truths  upon  them,  vrofufM^exnv^  to  admonish,  excite, 
and  urge  them  to  the  majrking  and  minding  them ;  hardly, 
I  say,   without  the  guidance  of  the   Spirit,   would  our 
Ijord'^s  disciples  have  admitted  divers  evangelical  truths, 

/Ks?»7.   Bat.  in  Ps,  cxv, 
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JSERM.  as  our  Lofd  himself  told  them ;  /  have^  said  he,  mamf 
I^XXVIL^Ajfi^  heside  to  say  to  yoUy  but  ye  cannot  agyet  bear  them:^ 
Johnxri.    but  tchen  hey  the  Spirit  of  truth,  shall  came,  he  shall  am^ 
12, 13.       ^j^  yf^  {^^  qH  fruth. 

As  for  the  mighty  sages  of  the  world,  the  learned  scribes^ 
1  Coci  to,  the  subtle  disputers,  the  deep  politidans,  the  wise  men  ac^ 
cording  to  ihe  fleshy  the  men  of  most  refined  judgmoit,  and 
improved  reason  in  the  world^s  eye,  they  were  more  ready 
to  deride  than  to  r^ard,  to  impugn  than  to  adnut  these 
doctrines :  to  the  Greeks  tohosought  widom^  the  preaching 
of  them  did  seemJboUshness. 

It  is  true,  some  few  sparks  or  flashes  of  this  divine  know* 
ledge  may  possibly  be  driven  out  by  rational  conadera- 
lion;  philosophy  may  yield  some  twilight  glimmezings 
thereof;  common  reason  may  dictate  a  faint  consent  unto, 
may  produce  a  cold  tendency  after  some  of  these  tlungs  ; 
but  a  clear  perception,  and  a  resolute  persuasion  of  mind, 
that  Jkdl  assurance  of  faUh  ^,  and  infleaibie  confesnon  of 
hope\  which  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews  speaketh  of ; 
that  aU  riches  qfthejiill  assurance  of  understandkig,  that 
abundant  knowledge  of  the  divine  wHl  in  all  spiritual  wis^ 
dom  and  understandings,  with  which  St  Paul  did  pray 
PoL  L  9.  that  his  Colossians  might  be  replenished ;  these  so  pofect 
illustrations  of  the  mind,  so  powerful  convictions  of  the 
heart,  do  argue  immediate  influences  from  the  fountain  of 
life  and  wisdom,  the  divine  Spirit  No  external  instructioik 
oouid  infuse,  no  interior  discourse  could  excite  them,  could 
penetrate  those  opacities  of  ignorance,  and  dissipate  those 
thick  mists  of  prejudice,  wherein  nature  and  custom  do  in- 
volve us ;  could  so  thoroughly  awaken  the  lethargic  sta- 
jndity  of  our  soiils ;  could  supple  the  refrac|ory  stiffness  of 
our  wills,  could  mollify  the  stony  hardness  of  our  hearts, 
could  void  our  natural  aversation  to  such  things,  and  quell 

suth,  is  enmity  against  Godjjbr  it  is  not  s^ibfect  to  iheksw 
2 Cor.  ^^ofGod,  neiihervndeedcanbe ;  could  depress  those  t^^^Mirtt, 

^  UXn^tf^^m  rSr  iriftmh    Heb.  X.  82. 

1  *PfMX»yM  rns  iXviht  MXinif .     Heb.  x.  S3. 

■"  Hit  wxJirt  rSf  vXn^c^ARf  fUt  wminm*    CoL  iL  S. 
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those  hffy  towers  of  8elC<x>noat,  reared  against  the  TenoW"  SERKf. 
ledge  rfGed^  and  demolish  those  ix^i^f^^^  ^<>se  bulwarks  LXXVII. 
of  self-will  and  perverse  stomach  opposed  against  the  im- 
pressions of  divine  truth ;  and  captivate  vw  v%Aa,  every 
conceit  and  device  of  ours  to  the  obedience  of  Christ  and  his 
disoipline.     Well,  therefore,  did  St  Paul  pray  in  behalf  of 
his  Ephe^ans  that  God  wouldbestawon  them  thai  spirit  ^£ph.  i*  17, 
tpisdom  and  revelation  in  the  adcnowledgment  of  him^  and  r^^  ^«y«;^. 
thai  the  eyes  of  their  mind  (or  reason)  miffht  be  enlightened^ 
^asto  know  the  hope  of  their  catting  ;  that  is,  to  under- 
stand and  believe  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  which  upon 
condition  of  obedience  did  promise  felidty  to  them.      » 

So  is  the  light  of  spiritual  knowledge,  together  with  a 
temper  of  mind,  disposing  to  receive  it,  communicated  to 
us ;  but  farther  also  by  the  same  divine  power  and  spirit 
are  our  vital  heat  and  vigour,  our  active  strength  and  cou* 
rage  imparted.     For  as  mere  men,  we  are  not  only  blind 
to  discern,  dull  to  conceive,  backward  to  undertake  the 
necessary  duties  of  virtue  and  piety ;  but  we  are  also  dead, 
heartless,  and  imwieldy,   lame  and  impotent,  indisposed 
and  uncapable  to  perform  them :  though  we  should  com- 
petently apprehend  our  duty,  and  our  spirit  thence  should 
be  willing;  yet  our  fleshy  or  natural  power,  is  weak :  we  ^att  xxvi 
may,  as  St.  Paul  instruoteth  us,  in  our  judgment  consent  ^^• 
that  the  Law  is  hohfy  just^  and  good ;  and  consequently  to  is,  i6. 
wiU  may  be  present  to  us;  that  is,  we  may  be  dearous,  and  ^/^^  ^ 
in  some  measure  resolved  to  obey  it;  yea,  we  may  havexU- 
some  interior  rational  complacence  therein ;  and  yet  not  ^^  ^^ 
have  ability  to  act  according  to  these  dictates  and  deures ;  'Sv^^/uu 
for  to  will  is  present  with  me^  (saith  he  in  the  person  of  a  jf  T^^^*" 
man  endued  only  with  natural  strength,  abstracting  from  ^^^^•^•^ 
the  subndiary  virtue  and  operation  of  the  Divine  Sfnrit,)  ig. 
but  to  perform  thai  tohich  is  goody  I  find  not;I  perceive  ^j/^^*^^ 
not  any  means  or  way  of  effecting  it ;  knowledge  there^  m*xif,  ^x 
fore,  and  willingness  to  do  good,  doth  not  suffice ;  we  need  *^<^*^ 
a  prevalent  force  to  stir  and  raise  this  unwieldy  bulk,  to 
overpoise  our  natural  propensions,  to  subdue  the  rcluctan- 
cips,  and  check  the  importunities  of  sense,  to  correct  bad 
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SERM.  nature,  and  reclaim  from  bad  custom :  the  natural  might 
LXXVlI.  jmj  policy  of  our  single  reason,   being  very  feeble  and 
shallow,  is  not  fitly  matched  to  encounter  that  potent 
confederacy  of  enemies,  which  continually  with  open  vio- 
lence doth  invade  and  assail  us ;  or  which  by  clandestine 
wiles  doth  watch  to  circumvent  and  supplant  us.     Is  it 
easy  for  us  not  to  dread  the  frowns,  nor  to  be  diarmed 
by  the  flatteries;  to  slight  both  die  hatred  and  favour  ;  to 
abide  the  persecutions,  and  to  avoid  the  allurements  of 
this  world;  this  wicked,  violent,  dac^tful  world,  which 
is  ever  ready  to  deter  from  good,  and  entice  us  to  evil  ? 
Jw^iv'V'  ^®  ^^^^^y  ^  restrain  and  repress  those JlesAbf  lusis,  which, 
'  as  St  Peter  saith,  do  war  against  our  saub,  oomliating 
them  with  our  own  forces,  using  thdr  own  ftculties  and 
members  as  weapons  against  them  ?   Is  it  easy  to  rescue 
^^  ^'   ourselves  from  that  other  law  in  our  membersy  that  war- 
reth  against  the  law  qfour  understandings  and  captivaieth 
us  to  the  law  of  sin  f    Is  it  a  small  matter  to  set  upon,  to 
grapple  with,  to  knock  down  that  gigantic  Philistine,  in-, 
ordinate  self-love,  (the  root  of  injustice,  pride,  envy,  ma* 
lice,  ambition,  and  avarice  within  us,)  which  naturally  is 
so  tall  and  stout ;  which,  if  not  checked  in  its  progress, 
will  daily  grow  in  stature  and  strength  ?     Is  it  a  slight 
business  to  detect,  to  counterplot,  to  decline  or  defeat 
^J*:^^^]:  those  (u^Mm,  those  devices^  or  subtile  trains^  and  heights 
xn.  of  the  temper;  to  wrestle  zoi^  principaUHeSf  with  powers, 

^^''^^^wUhihertiJersqfAisdarksomevK>rld,wahihespirittiM 

of  wickedness  surrounding  us  ?  May  we  not  reasonably  in 
comparison  to  these  mighty  Anakim  be  (as  the  children  of 
^^  **"•  Israel  andently  were)  m  our  own  sight  as  grasshoppers,  quite 
despairing  by  our  own  strength  to  vanquish^  to  resist  them? 
In  our  spiritual  conflict  with  such  dangerous  and  dread- 
ful adversaries,  we  do  need  an  knxofff/iot  rw  ^nthflbeong,  as 
Pha.i.  19.  g^  p^yi  speaketh,  that  is  a  large  supply  of$he  Spirit,  a 
collation  of  auxiliary  forces,  an  haUtual  support  derived 
from  that  invincible  and  infallible  Spirit,  which  only  is 
.  stronger  and  wiser  than  they ;  we  need  to  be  armed  with 
49.  *  "*^*  **^  ihofui  ig  i^J/ovg,  thai  power  Jrom  on  high,  or  heavenly 
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might,  whereby  the  Apostles  were  enabled  to  fight  their  SERM. 
noble  battles,  wad  to  achieve  their  glorious  conquests,  sub-LXXVII. 
duing  the  rebellious  world,  and  baffling  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness;  we  need  dwdfM/ x^rou^vou,  to  be  strengiliened  tt^^/AEph.iiilO. 
might  by  Chtisfs  Spirit  in  the  inward  man^  as  St.  Paul 
expresseth  it  \  whereby,  as  he,  we  may  crccvra  /(i^ugv,  be  oifePbiLiT.  13. 
to  do  aU  things^  or  to  accomplish  the  most  difficult  parts  of 
our  duty;  without  which  wf  can  da  no^Aing*,  that  is,  can-«^ohnxT.  5. 
not  discharge  the  most  easy  things  required  of  us ;  off  our  2  Cor.  UL  5. 
sufficiency  is  of  God;  it  is  he,  who  out  of  his  goodness  doth  xi  ^ufim, 
^ect  in  us  both  to  wHl  cmd  to  perform ;  his  Spirit  taking '^'^^^^ 
part  with  our  infirmitieSy  and  thereby  giving  us  advantage  d^^nimte 
over  all  oppositioYi  and  difficulty.     The  chief  reason  why  Jj^j]^ 
we  do  not  sin^  or  persist  in  a  course  of  disobedience  to  the  fta. 
laws  of  God,  is,  as  St  John  telleth  us,  because  the  divine g^  ^  ^^ 
seed  abideth  in  uSy  that  root  of  divine  life,  and  vital  activity  i  Pet  i.  23. 
implanted  in  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit ;  that  divine  nature^  0  j^  ^^^^ 
(as  St  Peter  styleth  it,)  that  principle  and  spring  of  spiri-  Vit  divm» 
tual  motion  by  him  inserted  in  us ;  from  which  only  seed  tentior  uti- 
or  nature  do  sprout  all  heavenly  graces  and  virtues  ».  tvw^"* 

The  principal  and  original  virtue,  charity,  (the  rooty 
thejbuntainy  the  mother  of  aU  goodness,  as  St  Chrysostom 
calleth  it  o,)  even  that  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Bom.  ▼.  6* 
Holy  Spirit  given  unto  us,  as  St.  Paul  telleth  us ;  and  the 
fruity  S£Uth  he,  of  the  Spirit  is  in  all  goodnessy  right^ouS' Bith,  v.  9. 
ness  and  truth ;  and,  lovcy  peacCy  long-^ufferingy  benighityy  GaL  v.  22. 
goodnessyfaithy  meeknesSy  temperemcey  are  by  the  same  di- 
vine Apostle  reckoned  streams  from  the  same  source,  fruits 
of  the  same  rich  and  goodly  stock :  to  it  generally  are  at- 
tributed all  purification  of  our  hearts,  mortification  of  our 
lusts,  sanctification  of  our  lives,  and  consequently  salvation 
of  our  souls :  Tcy  saith  St  Paul,  are  washedy  ye  are  sancti- 1  Cor.  vi 
fedy  ye  are  Justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  JesuSy  and  by^^' 
the  Spirit  of  our  God;  and,  God  hath  chosen  usfirom  tfwr^  These,  ii. 
beginning  to  salvation  by  sanctificatioti  of  the  Spirity  and 

■  Ov  fm^  Urn  ifut^m/tdrm  Jk^aXXmy^imi  &nu  f^t  rtS  mtpfimrH  in^img* 
Chryu 
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SERM.  hclkfofiJie  truth ;  and,  Havings  saith  St.  Peter,  pureed 

LXX\  ll»  our  soids  in  obedience  to  the  truths  by  the  Spirit^  unto  cha^ 

1  Pet.  i.  22.  rity  unfeigned ;  and,  If^  saith  St.  Paul  again,  by  the  Spirit 

^  wn.  vm.  ^^  fjiarti/y  the  deeds  of  the  fleshy  ye  shall  live ;  thus  doth 

our  spiritual  being  and  state,  together  with  our  life  and  ao 

tive  powers,  depend  upon  the  Holy  Spirit :  and  not  only 

so;  but, 

3.  The  CQptinued  subsistence  and  preservation,  the  ac« 

tual  use  and  exercise  of  them,  all  our  discreet  conduct,  all 

our  good  pracdce  do  rely  upon  him:  it  is  true  of  oiur  spiritual, 

P*  dv.  29.  no  less  than  of  our  natural  life.    If  he  doth  avert  his  faccy 

we  are  troubled ;  if  he  doth  subtract  his  infiuencey  we  die^ 

amd  return  unto  our  dust :  upon  all  occasions  we  do  need 

Jer.  X.  23.  his  direction,  aid,  and  comfort ;  for  the  way  of  manf  as 

the  Prophet  saith,  is  not  in  himself;  it  is  not  in  man  that 

Pfc  xxxviL  jx^affceth  to  direct  his  steps :  It  is  the  Lordj  as  the  Psalmist 

saith,  that  ordereth  the  ^tepsof  a  good  many  and  uphoideth 

him  zffith  his  hand.     We  have  all  need  to  pray  with  that 

Pal.  cxliiL  good  man ;  CaUiSe  me  to  know  the  way  wherein  I  should 

'  wcdk  ;  teach  me  to  do  thy  willy  for  thou  art  my  God;  thy 

Spirit  is  goody  lead  m£  into  the  land  of  uprightness. 

We.  are  Tain  and  uncertain  in  our  opinions,  fickle  and 
irresolute  in  our  purposes,  slow  and  heavy  in  our  proceed- 
ings ;  apt  to  faint  and  falter,  to  stumble  and  shp  in  all 
.  our  jpractice ;  we  do  need,  therefore,  tlus  sure  oracle  to 
consult  in  our  doubts  and  darknesses^;  this  faithful  fnend 
to  direct  and  advise  us  in  our  affiurs ;  this  constant  mo- 
nitor to  rouse  and  quicken  us  in  our  undertakings ;  this 
powerful  guardian  to  support  and  establish  us  in  our  ways; 
it  is,  in  respect  to  good  men,  this  steady  hand  that  holdeth 
the  helm,  and  gently  steereth  their  course  through  the 
blind  tracks  of  religious  practice  ;  withdrawing  them 
from  those  dangerous  shelves  of  error  and  temptation, 
upon  which  they  are  apt  to  split ;  it  is  this  heavenly  gale, 
that  filleth  their  sails  with  constant  resolution,  and  fairly 
driveth  them  forward  in  their  voyage  toward  eternal  bliss. 
He  softly  doth  whisper  and  insinuate  good  thoughts  into 
us ;  doth  kindle  pious  desires,  doth  cherish  virtuous  inten- 
tions, doth   promote  honest  endeavours;   he  seasonably 
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checketh  and  restraneth  us  from  sin;    he  faithfully  re-  SERXf. 
proveth  and  upbraideth  us  for  committing  it ;  he  raiseth  LXXVIf . 
wholesome  remorse,  shame,  and  displeasure  for  out  un-"^ 
worthiness  and  folly ;  he  sweetly  warmeth  our  cold  affec* 
tions,  inflaming  our  hekrts  with  devotion  toward  God; 
he  qualifieth  us,   and  encourageth   us   to  approach   the 
throne  of  grace,  breeding  hi  us  faith  and  humble  confi- 
dence, prompting  us  fit  matter  of  request,  becoming  our 
advocate  and  intercessor  for   the  good   success   of   our 
prayers ;  through  Christ  Jesus^  saith  St  Paul,  we  have  ac-Eph.  ii  is. 
cess'  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father ;  and,  the  Spirit  helpeth  Rom.  viiL 
our  infirmities ;  for  we  know  not  what  we  should  ask  for  as  ^®* 
we  ought ;  but  the  Spirit  itself  intercedeth  for  us. 

He  guardeth  us,-he  standeth  by  us,  he  sustaineth  us  in 
all  trials  and  temptations,   affording  grace  sufficient  to8Cor.xu,9. 
escape  or  to  endure  them ;  not  steering  its  to  be  tempted  i  Cor.x.is. 
abovewheU  we  are  able. 

He  supporteth  and  comforteth  us  in  our  afilictions  and 
distresses  of  all  kinds,  of  our  inward  and  outward  estate : 
this  David  knew  when  in  his  penitential  agonies  he  pray- 
ed, Cast  me  not  away  from  thy  presence^  and  take  w^Psai.  li.  ii, 
thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me;  restore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  ^' 
salvation^  and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  Spirit :  this  tliose 
first  Christians  felt,  who,  under  persecutions,  and  all  out- 
ward discouragements,  were  yet  filed  with  Joy^  and  didAct&xiH 
walk  in  the  contort  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  whence  that  testi-^^^^*-  ^^• 
mony  of  St.  Paul  concerning  the  Thessaionians ;  Ye  were  iThe«s.l6. 
fbllowers  of  me^  and  of  the  Lord,  receiving  the  word  in 
much  affliction,  with  Joy  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  by  it  the 
blessed  Saints,  Martyrs,  and  Confessors  being  inspired,  did 
not  only  with  admirable  patience,  but  incredible  alacrity, 
undergo  the  extremest  losses,  ignominies  and  tortures,  which 
the  spite  of  hell  and  rage  of  the  world  could  inflict  on  them. 

It  is,  in  fine,  this  Holy  Spirit  which  is  the  sole  author 
and  spring  of  all  true  delight,  of  ail  real  content  within 
us ;  of  that  unspeakable  Joy  in  believing,  that  gaiety  qfi  |>g^  i  g. 
hope,  that  satisfaction  in  well  doing :  the  partaking  of  his  Rom-  ^v. 
society,  influence,  and  consolation,  is  indeed  the  most  de-  n^h.  Ui.  6. 
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SERM.  licious  repast  and  richest  cordial  of  out  soul;  the  nearest 
LXXVlf.  resemblance,  the  sweetest  foretaste  of  Paradise. 

So  many,  so  great;    yea  far  more,  far  greater  than, 
should  the  time  give  me  leave,  I  could  enumerate  or  ex- 
press, are  the  benefits  accruing  to  us  from  this  most  ex- 
cellent gift  of  God,  by  him  graciously  conferred  upon  all 
good  Christians;    for  which  we  should  conespondently 
endeavour  with  all  our  hearts  to  praise  and  thank  him ; 
in  aQ  our  lives  to  make  grateful  and  worthy  returns  for 
it;  especially  by  well  using  it  to  the  greatest  purposes,  for 
which  it  was  bestowed,  of  enabling  us  to  serve  God,  of  pre- 
serving us  from  sin,  of  conducting  us  to  eternal  salvation. 
Let  us  earnestly  invite  this  holy  guest  unto  us,  by  our 
Luk«xli3.P^y6'^  unto  him,  who  hath  promised  to  bestow  his  Spirit 
John  viL    upon  those  which  ask  it,  to  impart  this  living  stream  to 
'     '    '  every  one  which  thirsteth  after  it ;  let  us  willingly  recrive 
him  into  oiur  hearts,  let  us  treat  him*  with  all  kind  usage, 
with  all  humble  observance.    Let  us  not  exclude  him  by 
Acts  vu.  51.  supine  neglect,  or  rude  resista/nce ;  let  us  xioi  grieve  him  by 
Eph.iy.30.our  perverse  and  froward  behaviour  toward  him;  let  us 
10.  not  tempt  him  by  our  fond  presumptions,  or  base  trea- 

A^T.  9.  cheries;  let  us  not  quench  his  heavenly  light  and  heat 
19.  '  by  our  foul  lusts  and  passions :  but  let  us  admit  gladly  bis 
gentle  illapses;  let  us  hearken  to  his  faithful  suggestions; 
let  us  comply  with  his  kindly  motions;  let  us  demean 
ourselves  modestly,  consistently,  and  officiously  toward 
him :  that  we  may  so  do,  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant 
unto  us,  through  Jestts  Christ  our  Lord  ;  to  whom  with  the 
same  Holi/  Spirity  for  ever  be  all  glory  and  praise.  Amen. 
O  God,  the  strength  of  dU  them  that  put  their  trust  in 
thee,  msrAfvBy  accept  our  prajfers ;  and  because,  through 
the  weakness  of  our  mortal  nature,  we  can  do  no  good  thing 
without  thee,  gramt  us  the  help  qfthf/  grace,  thai  in  keep* 
ing  of  thy  commandments  we  may  please  thee  both  jn  mil 
and  deed,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen. 

THE  END  OF  THE  THIRD' VOLUME. 


Printed  bff  Balfour  A  Otrkt, 
Edifdntrgh,  ISiO. 


/ 


^  ^*t 


/    A/y  f> 


V-  /, 


